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i ^ CORRESPONDPmCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS, RELATING TO
' OPERATIONS IN SOUTHEASTERN VIRGINIA AND NORTH
i CAROLINA, FROM AUGUST 1, 1864, TO SEPTEMBER 30,
‘

- 1864.=^

xJN'iojsr coRRESPO^JDEisrcE:, e:tc.

[August 1, 1864.—For Grant to Halleck, in regard to sending Sheri-

dan to command troops in the Shenandoah Valley, Ac., see Vol,

XXXVII, Part II, p. 558.]

[August 1, 1864.—For Grant to Meade (9.30 a. m.), relating to losses

in the attack of July 30, and suggesting an investigation of the failure,

Ac., see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 134.]
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August I, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
In re])ly to my lettert to General Lee, I received this morning about

6 o’clock a lettert from General Beauregard, consenting to a truce fi om
5 to 9, for the purpose of burying the dead and removing tlie wounded.
Tlie firing has been resumed, but no rejmrt yet received from General
Burnside as to the numbers on the held. General Burnside reports his

losses as amounting to 2,000 killed and wounded and 2,500 missing.
On being called on to explain the occurrence of such a large number of
missing the accompanying dispatch was received.]: As this, dated at

9.10 p. m. July 31, was the hrst report of any kind made to me since

leaving Burnside’s headquarters with yourself, the justice of attribut-

ing this apparently disgraceful hight to the order authorizing the with-
drawal can be judged of.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

* For Corres})on<loiice, etc., from October 1, 1864, to December 31, 1864, see Part III.

t See Vol. XL, Part HI, pp. 631, 821.

t See Yol, XL, Part I, i), 146,
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4 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap, LIV.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August Ij 1864—1,15 i). m.

Major-General Meade,
Comdg. Army of the Potomac,, at Lieut. Gen. Granfs lldgrs.

:

The signal officer on Jerusalem jilank road reports:

Two tLousand cavalry passed to our lett on Weldon railroad; Avere I’orty-lbur

minutes in passing, commencing at 10.05, followed by lifteen ambulances.

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Copy to General Sheridan.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Comdg. Army of the Potomac, Rdqrs. of Lieut. Gen. Grant

:

Three deserters from Mahone’s division, who came in this morning?
state that Heth’s division-returned on Saturday night and took its old

position on the right. They say that they heard that Wilcox’s division

returned.
A.' A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Deserter, who left the trenches 8 p. m. yesterday, says up to the time
he left he heard of no troops returning here. Wright’s and Mahone’s
brigades were still in support of Johnson’s division, near the mine.
Can’t learn what has taken their i)lace on enemy’s right.

J. McENTEE,
Cairtain, J-c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General’s Dept.,

August 1, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: Three deserters from the Twelfth and Forty-eightli iMis-

sissippi Regiments, of Mahone’s division, who left the picket-line last

night at 12 o’clock, came in this morning and report substantially as

follows: On the morning of the 30th ultimo, after the explosion of tlie

mine, Sanders’, Wright’s, and Mahone’s brigades left the trenches to

drive our men from tlieir works. Finegan’s brigade retained its ])()si-

tion next to »Johnson’s division. Harris’ brigade deployed in one rank
and occupied the i)osition in the trenches vacated by Sanders, Wright,
and Mahone. The three last-named brigades they think are lying in

reserve of Johnson’s division. Heth’s division arrived there on Satur-

day night and took a position on the right of Mahone’s division. When
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tliese men were at their brigade last they had closed up to their old

})ositioii, Fiiiegan remaining on their left and Heth’s division on their

rigid. They heard that Wilcox’s division had also returned. They
have had negro prisoners, whom they captured from ns, at v/ork exhum-
ing their dead from the mine. They had from 200 to 250 negro prisoners

at work there. They all say that they have seen many battle-fields, bid
never saw so many dead men lying on the same space of ground as

they saw there. They say that the most of them appeared to be killed

by artillery, as they were horribly mangled. They also state that their

men are at work rebuilding the fort which was blown up.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. McEOTEE,

Captain and As^intant Provost-Marshal.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August 1864.

General Humphreys:
Private Thompson, of the Second Florida Eegiment, Perry’s brigade,

came in this morning and reports that he left the picket-line about 12
o’clock last night. He was in the trenches just before dark, and up
to that time no re-enforcements had arrived that he had heard of.

Mahone’s and Wright’s brigades are still in position near the mine.
Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

JKO. McENTEE,
Captain and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1. 1864.

Col. G. H. Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserters report that Heth’s division returned Saturday evening and
took position on the right of Mahone, joining Harris’ brigade. Wriglit’s,

Mahone’s, and Sanders’ brigades are lying in reserve for Johnson’s
division. They also think that Wilcox’s division has returned, and
were told that all the troo])S wlih^h followed Second Cori)s to north of
dames had returned. Finegan is between Harris and Johnson’s divis-

ion.

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ Ac.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 7, 1864—,9 a. ni.

Cajfiain Fisher,
Chief 18ignal Officer

:

Parties of enemy at work on end)rasure in redoubt jit Gregory’s
house, also on new work lialf a mih* to right and rear ol‘ Gregory’s
house.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and I8ignal Officer.
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August 1, 1864—5 p. m.
Captain Fisher :

Labor is beini>' performed, on redoubts to left of Gregory’s house.
Four teams have been enpdoyed in drawing logs to work on fort, half

a mile to left of Gregory’s house. To what use they are put cannot be
seen. A fort, or very high, short embankment, is being constructed
oire-half mile northwest of Gregory’s house. It will (tommand the
"/hole area behind their front line of works to the right and left of

Gregory’s house.
I. S. LYON,

Lieutenant and Si(/nal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Augtist jf, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following message has just been received, and is

respectfully forwarded:

Plank Road Station, August 1, 1864.

At 6 a. m. 75 prisoners* passed to our left on Weldon railroad. Large details are
working on fort near Weldon railroad. Lines in onr front remain tlie same lus

reported yesterday.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

By order:-

AYM. S. STEYKEE,
First lAeiitenant and Adjutant Signal Corps.

Major Fisher:
Can the signal .officers at plank road distinguish uniforms of men

passing along Weldon railroad*?

A. A. H.,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Jordmds House^ August 1. 1864.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

A column of cavalry is going into Petersburg on the Eichmond road,.

Twenty minutes in passing a point. Twenty-eight wagons and seven
teen ambulances have passed.

T. E. CLAEK,
Captain and Signal Officer^

Jordan’s House, August 7, 1864—11 a. m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer

:

About as many more (*avalry and wagons have passed in same direc-

tion since last report.

T. E. CLAEK,
Captain and Signal Officer.

See Fulton to Stryker, 1.30 p. m., p. 7.
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FTdqrs. Army of the Potomao, Signal Department,
Au(imt 7, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff :

General: I liave the lionor to forward the following dispatch just

received from the station on right and rear of Eighteenth Corps

:

Within the last hour upward of 100 wagons, witli a large number of straggling
horsemen, have passed an open space in the southern outskirts of the city left of
lead-works toward the enemy’s front. AVagons still passing.

DAVIS,
Captam.

I am, general, very respectfully, jmur obedient servant.

By order

:

WM. S. STBYKEK,
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps.

Major Fisher:

At Avhat hour was this observed? Return to me at once.

A. A. H.

Plank Eoad, August 7, 1864.

Major Fisher:

At 11.30 a. m. a train of thirty-three wagons and eleven ambulances
passed to our left on Weldon railroad; 1.15 p. m. a train of sixty-eight

wagons, with cavalry guard, followed on same road.

FULTOX,
Signal Sergeant.

Hhqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 7, 1864.

Sergeant Fulton:
The commanding general desires to know how you recognized the

prisoners re})orted this morning as belonging to our army. Your reports

are good. Send them in as frequently as any change occurs within
your observation.

WM. S. STRYKER,
Adjutant.

Plank Road Signal Station,
A ugust 7, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Lieut. William S. Stryker:
1 reported them pioneers, not prisoners. The mistake, likely, was

made in its transmittal l)y telegraj)!! from Fifth Army Cor])S.

H. W. FULTOK,
Sergeant.

Maj, B. F. Fisher:

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 7, 1864—5 p. ni.

At 4 p. m. 150 cavalry passed to our left on same road (Weldon rail-

road) as before reported. No other movements visible since last report.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.
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Head(^itaeTERS Army oe the Potomac,
AnguM 18G4~~6 a. m.

Commanding Officer Pifth Corps:
A cessation of hostilities until 9 a. ni. to-day has been agreed upon,

to enable us to bring in the Avounded and dead between the lines. No
officers or men will be permitted to advance beyond our lines, except
such as are detailed to bring oft the wounded and dead, and no com-
munication will be had with the enemy.
By command of Major-General Meade

:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1.

(Same to commanding officers of Ninth and Eighteeiitli Cor])s.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August I, 18G4.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General : I Avish you Avould let me know Avhen you are ready to

relieve my batteries on the line on the left hank. If you desire it 1 can
lend you tlie batteries until such time as you can sjiare them.

Yours, truly,

WINF^J S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers,

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 1, 1864—1.50 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General : On account of my small 'infantry force I did not intend to

post new batteries on the line. I have two in reserve that I can send
in when I send in my infantry reserves. I calculate I shall have time
for that. I informed your staff officer last night that 1 did not want
batteries in position along the line, and that yours could be Avithdrawn
at any time.

Respectfullv,

G. K. WAPKEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Armg of the Potomac:

General: I have the honor to report that my troops on the left

hank have been entirely Avithdrawn, haAung been relieved by General
Warren’s command, Avith the exception of two batteries. These I am
to AvithdraAv at pleasure, in accordance with an understanding to that

effect Avith General Warren. The Second Division is encamped in the

Avood betAveen the Southall house and Norfolk railroad. The other

divisions occui)y their old camp.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding Second Corps.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August ly 1864—1.10 a. m.

The followiiio', just received, is forwarded for the information of the
major-general commanding

:

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
July 31, 1804—13.30 p. m.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Colonel: The (livision officer of the day reports at 7 p. m. that a column of rebel
infantry was moving this afternoon to our left for one hour and a half, followed by
a tram of ambulances. Also the troops massed in front of the picket-line of my left

brigade have left, and that there are now more troops occupying breast-works in

their front than there have been for several days. That some movement of horsemen
was seen, supposed to be watering artillery horses. That in front of my right they
rejiitched their tents again this afternoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier-G eneral, Comm an ding.

G. K. WAREEJ^,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augiist f

,
1864—9.50 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front during the nigtrt. A
dispatch was received this a. m. respecting the flag of truce, and the
necessary instructions given to the command. One deserter from Fifth

Florida was received last night and sent ui).

G. K. WAEREN,
Major- General.

llEADQTTARTERS FiFTH CoRPS,
' August f, 1864—9 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

I have the honor to report ail quiet in my front to-day. A detail of
300 men is at work lo-iiight at the battery on General Grifliifs leit,

under Captain Gillespie, U. S. Engineers.
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August .7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. E. Burnside,
Comuiandiug Ninth Corps:

The commanding general desires that you report as soon as practica-

ble the number of wounded brought in, and ahso the number of dead
buried during the cessation of hostilities this morning.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Cords,
Jivgmt 7, 18(>4—11.30 u. m.

General S. AYilliams,
AsHista nt Adjuta nt- Genera I :

About 220 dead Avere found between tlie lines and are now buried.
About twenty Avounded Avere found and brought in. These men Avere

mostly colored troojis. I understand that as the trenches for burial of
the dead were not finished at 0 o’clock, the truce was informally con-

tinued till the dead could be buried. I liaA^e sent a staff officer out to

ascertain the facts and Avill report.

A. E. EUENSIIIE,
Major-General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Arjma^ Corps,
No. 35. i Before Petersburg, Ya., August 1, 1864.

In relieAing Capt. AY. H. Harris, chief of ordnance, from duty with
this corps, in compliance AAuth the orders of the Secretary of War, the
commanding general regrets the loss of an officer distinguished for his

able and thorough conduct of the affairs of his department. In the
campaign of this corps in East Tennessee, and during the present
oiierations in Yirginia, AAdiile faithfully discharging, often under cir-

cumstances of the utmost difficulty, the important duties of his. position,

his usefulness has iieA^er been confined to its limits, but has ahvays
been forAA-ard AAdien tlie occasion required to assume Avith alacrity ami
courage the office of an aide. The commanding general parts from him
Avith the highest appreciation of his ser\ices and respect for himself,

and his best Avishes for his future welfare.

By command of Major-General Burnside:
LEWIS KICHMONI),

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, TM., August 1. 1864.

Lieut. Col. Leaams IItchmond,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that a detail from my command
relieved the brigade of the Eighteenth Corps, occupying the line on
my front at 9 o’clock. At the time of relieAung there Avas brisk mus-
ketry firing, AAdiich soon ceased, and eYerythiug has remained quiet

until this time. There is a flag of truce now flying and details are

engaged in burying tlie dead ami bringing in the AAmunded.

I am, colonel, A^ery respectfully, your obedient seiwant,

KOBT. B. I^OTTEB,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 1, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Leayis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps :

CoLONEi. : I haA^e the honor to report that a detail was sent from
each brigade of this dmsion during the suspension of hostilities this



Chap. LI^ .] 11CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

morning’, wliicli assisted to bury the dead and remove the wounded
lying in front of my line. There has been unusual (juiet on the front

for the past twelve hours with nothing of importance to rei)ort.

I am, colonel, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier-General^ Commanding. •

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 9th Army Corps,
N^o. 88. ) Before Petersburg, Va., August 1, 1864.

I. The Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers are

temiiorarily transferred to the Second Brigade of tliis division for the

purimse of equalizing the commands.
II. Lieut. Col. Henry Pleasants, Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylva-

nia Veteran Volunteer Infantry, is hereby assigned to the command of

the Second Brigade of this division.

By command of Brigadier-General Potter

:

SAME. WRIGHT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Vinth Army Corps,
August I, 1864—S a. m.

Brigadier-General White, Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to report a quiet night in my front.

My men abstained from firing on account of the wounded on this slo])e

of the Crater and between the lines. The truce for burying dead, Ac.,

is now being observed. My rifie-pits were greatly strengthened with
abatis and sand-bags during the night.

Very respectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- Genera I.

Headquarters Third Division, Xinth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, T7(., August 1, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Kinth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to re])ort no change on my front the last

twelve hours. The enemy have had a strong force at work oii the ex-

])loded fort the last few hours.
I am, very res])ectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Camp near Petersburg, Va., August 1, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : 1 have the honor to report that General Cutler’s division
of the Fifth Corps was relieved at 11 o’clock last evening by Colonel
Thomas’ brigade. Nothing unusual occurred during the night on my
front.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. FERRERO,

Brigadier- General, Com manding.
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Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomao,
August 1864.

Brigadier-General Torbert,
Commandimj First Cavalry Division, City Point, Ya. :

The general eouimandiiig direcds that you stop shipping your artil-

lery, and that you embark your cavalry as rapidly as possible.

Very respectfully,

JAS. W. FOESYTH,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac,
McCanids, near Norfolk Railroad, A^iyust 1, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. Wilson,
Commanding Third Cavalry Division :

General : The general coinmaudiug directs that fyouj move one of the
brigades of your division over to Lee’s Mill early to-morrow morning and
relieve General Kautz’s division, now picketing in that vicinity. Gen-
eral Kautz will hand over, for the guidance of the commanding olhcer

of the brigade detailed by you, his instructions on this subject.

Very respectfully, &c.,

JAS. W. FOESYTH,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 1, 1864—5 a. m.

Brigadier-General Chapman, commanding Second Brigade, will move
with his command to Lee’s Mill at once and relieve General Kautz’s
division, now picketing in that vicinity. General McIntosh, command-
ing First Brigade, will relieve the regiment of the Second Bi igade on
])icket here with one of his regiments, and the former, uixm being re-

lieved, will iwocued to Lee’s Mill to join its brigade.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIFBEET,

jVssistant Adjutant- General.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 1, 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. Weitzel,
Acting Chief of Staff'

:

General: The signal officer at the Water Battery reports at 7.25 a.

m. that a train of fifty-four wagons and ten ambulances has just crossed

(diaflin’s farm, going west. The signal officer at Si)ring Hill reports

that at 4.45 a. m. a train passed the Junction toward Eichmond.
I am, general, verv respectfully, vour obedient servant,

L. B. NOETOX,
Captain and. Chief Signal Officer.
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August 1, 18G4—10.30 a. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers,

Assistant Adjutant- General^ City Point:

Signal officers at Spring Hill and at tower report tliat tliey see a

column of 3,000 to 4,000 cavalry passing Junction going toAvard Peters-

burg: also baggage and forage train of sixty wagons.
J. W. SHAFFEK,

Colonel and Chief of Staff,

Water Battery Signal Station,
August 1, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Captain Norton:
Four thousand or 5,000 cavalry crossed Chaffin’s farm this a. m. going

Avest.

G. S. DANA,
Captain

j
Signal Corps, JJ. S. Army.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August Ij 1864.

Brigadier-General Weitzel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

General: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 7.45 a. ni. that
eleven empty cars passed the Junction toward Petersburg.

Very respectfully, &c.,
L. B. NOBTON,

Captam and Chief Signal Officer.

Spring Hill Signal Station,
August 1, 1864—9.45 a. m.

Captain Norton:
A long column of cavalry (about 3,000) and thirty baggage Aragons

just passed the Junction on turnpike going toward Petersburg; also

twenty-two AA^agons, loaded with forage, toAvard Kichmond.
SIMONS,

Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

'
> August 1, 1864—10.45 a. m.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 10 a. m. that
another column of about 1,500 cavalry and forty-tAvo Avagons liadjust
passed the Junction toward Petersburg.

Very respectfully, &c.,
L. B. NOBTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer,
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 1, 1864—12 m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The followiug clispateh has just been received and is re-

spectfully forwarded

:

Spuing Hill Signal Station,
August 1, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Captain Norton :

One regiment of infantry and forty wagons on turnpike just passed the Junction
toward Petersburg.

A. G. SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal O^eer.

Very respectfully, &c.,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginpa and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August J, 1864—3.50 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The signal officer at Sining Hill reports that at 3.30 p. m.
about 2,000 cavalry and thirty-five wagons passed the railroad junc-

tion going toward Petersburg.”
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Deep Bottom, August 1, 1864—/ p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Smith:
The enemy attacked my picket-line on my right in considerable force

about 5.30 p. m., and drove my vedettes back to main line, but were
repulsed on reaching there. Tfiie reserve was at once ordered up in

season to assist in repelling a second charge and in followiug up and
re-establishing my line of vedettes on the original line. I luid 3 or I

of the Tenth Connecticut wounded. The enemy is reported to have
suffered considerably in the last charge.

Eespectfully,
E. S. FOSTEE,

Brigadier- General.

August 1, 1804.

General Foster,
Deep Bottom :

Your dispatch received. The commanding general thanks you and
your troo])S for the gallant manner in wliich you re})ulsed the attack

ui)on your lines this evening.
J. W. SHAFFEE,

Colonel and Chief of Staffs
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City Point, August 1, 1861.

General Ord,
Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps

:

Lieutenant-GeneralGrant desiresme to say tliat tlieworkto strengthen

and perfect your defensive line should be begun at once by your

engineer officer, who will act under the instructions of General Barnard,

chief engineer.
C. B. COMSTOCK,

Lieutenafit- Colonel and Aide-de- Camp.

Headquarters Eigtiteenth Army Corps,
‘ ' August i, 1864.

Brigadier-General Weitzel,
Acting Chief of Staffs Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina :

Sir: You will please state to the general commanding that the reduc-

tion of my forces for duty in the trenches, by the loss of General Tur-

ner’s division, will prevent the withdrawal for organization of the col-

ored division, or leave me with a force inadequate to meet the force ot

the enemy in my front. My information leads me to believe they are
stronger in my front than I Avould then be. At present I have to keep
two-thirds my men in the trenches.

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. O. C. ORD,

Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding.

P. S.—If the general commanding could send me forces in their stead,

1 could relieve the colored division.

I am, sir, respectfully, &c.,
E. O. C. ORD,

Major-General of'Volunteers^ Commanding.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg.) Pu., August 1, 1864.

Maj. William Russell, Jr.,

Assistarit Adjiitant- General) Eighteenth Army Corps:

Major: I have the honor to inform you that the Second Brigade of
my division has been relieved from duty in General Burnside’s front,

and are now in camp near my headquarters.
I am, major, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. CARR,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 1) 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding Third Division) Eighteenth Army Corps:

General: The major-general commanding directs that you have
Colonel Duncan’s brigade move about dusk this evening to the position
now occupied by Colonel Henry’s brigade, in the rear of the position
formerly occupied by General Turner’s division. Colonel Henry’s bri-

gade wUl move away from its present position about dusk. The gen-



16 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

eral also directs that you order two regiments of Colonel Duncan’s bri-

gade, under command of a field officer, to report to General Ames after

dark this evening, for duty in the second line of trenches.
I am, general, very respectfully, vours,

WM. RUSSELL, Jr.,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

IJdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ Va., Augiist 1, 1864.

Col. S. A. Duncan,
Commanding Seeond Brigade :

Colonel : Pursuant to instructions from corps headquarters you will

move your brigade about dusk to-night to the position now occupied
by Colonel Henry’s brigade, in the rear of the position formerly occupied
by General Turner’s division. Colonel Henry’s brigade will move away
from its present position about dusk. You will also order two regi-

ments of your brigade, under command of a field officer, to report to

General Ames after dark this evening for duty in the second line of

trenches.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SOLON A. CARTER,
Captain and Assistant Adjutayit- General.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac,
MeCann^Sj 07i the Norfolk Bailroadj August i, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division :

General: The general commanding directs that on your being re-

lieved by a brigade of General Wilson’s division, you will at once move
your entire division to position on the road leading from Prince George
Court-House to Indian Point, near Birchett’s, and then go into camp.
You Avill send one regiment of your command to Sycamore Churcli to

picket the roads at or near that point leading toward Indian Point and
Coggins’ Point. This latter disposition will be made to protect the
general cattle herds of the army and the Cavalry Corps trains at In-

dian Point. You will also picket the City Point road, connecting your
right with the left of the Second Division picket-line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—Your quartermaster Avas ordered last evening to bring up
your trains to Indian Point.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Ijeeh Mill, Va., August 1, 1864—8 p. m.

Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsyth,
Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General, Cavalry Corps:

I have sent to Jones’ Neck to have the transi)()rtation come hei e

with the forage on hand at that camp. I presume that arrangements
will be made to supply the division with forage and rations through
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the quartermaster and commissary of the corps. It will, perhaps,

be quite as easy to supply the division from Jones’ Neck, as long as

our camp remains at that point. Arrangements had been completed
and the arms were arriving to arm the division with carbines complete
and uniformly, which I should like to effect before the connection with
General Butler’s command is entirely severed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Note.—

A

ll is quiet here. My command is in jmsition. The enemy’s
pickets are close in front of mine.

A. V. K.

[August 2, 1864.—For Grant to Halleck, requesting a court of .in-

quiry on the facts and circumstances attending the assault of July 30,

see Yol. XL, Part I, p. 18.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August .2, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from the Twenty-fifth South Carolina,
Hoke’s divivsion, just examined at Eighteenth Corps headquarters, re-

port the following: They say that some cooks of their regiment told

them that they saw Kershaw’s division, of Loiigstreet’s corps, take tho
cars yesterday and go south. The general supposition was that they
were going to re-enforce General Hood. During the engagement of
the 30th ultimo Colquitt’s brigade, of Hoke’s division, was taken from
the trenches and marched to the right. They had not yet returned to

their old positions when informants left. They say that there are two
field pieces mounted in rear of Hoke’s division about 200 yards beyond
the railroad. General Martin, of Hoke’s division, has resigned, and
Colonel Zachry, of the Twenty-seventh Georgia, is now commanding
their brigade. They have heard rumors that their pioneers were min-
ing in front of Johnson’s division (General Ord’s engineer was going-

out to have them locate the spot). Martin’s brigade is on the riglit of
Hagood’s and Clingman on the left. These men left their picket lines

last night.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. McENTEE,
Captain^ the.

P. S.—Tlies(“. men also stnte tliat tlie men captured from us on the 30th
of July are now confined at Petersburg witliin range of our guns, and
tliat tlieir petitions to tlie commanding general that they might be
l emoved to a jilace of safety were disregarded. This was a general
camp minor.

Hesjicctfully,

J. M(jFNTE1:,
Captain.) Ac.

2 R R—VOL XLII, PT 11
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac^ Signal Department,
August 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have the honor to report that no movement of any
moment was visible from the several signal stations occupied.

About 12 m. the euemy took oue of the guns out of the work in the vicinity of the
Gregory Chimneys. Fifteen men, with their knapsacks, haversacks, &c., moved off

with tiie gun, entering the woods in their rear, working parties going into and
returning from same woods all the day. They are constructing works in these
woods; can only see small jmrt of it; therefore am unable to say what kind of works
they are.

WARTS,
Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer., Army of the Potomac.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
August 2, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
All quiet. Ko change visible in camps or lines.

’ H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 2, 1864—5 p. m.

Major Fisher:
All quiet to-day. No movements of enemy visible from station. A

few wagons passed and repassed on line of Weldon railroad.

H. W. FULTON.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 1^06. ) August 2, 1864.
# * * * * * *

4. The Fourth New York Heavy Artillery is relieved from further

service under the immediate orders of the chief of artillery, and Avill

report for duty to the major-general commanding the Second Army
Corps.###****
By command of Major-General Meade:

s. willia:ms.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Angusi 2, 1864—9 a. m.

Brigadier-General Williams :

I have the honor to re[)ort that all was (piicd: in niy fiont during the

night, nothing of importance transpiring.
G. K. WABKEN,

Major-General,



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 19

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 2^ 1864—2,30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

I was at the front redoubt on the plank road this morning at 10 a.

ni., and it was reported to me that tlie sound of picking as if a gallery

was being dug underneath had been heard there since yesterday morn-
ing; this was reported yesterdaj^, I am told, to the engineer officer and
to Colonel Tilton, commanding the brigade, who did not think it worth
notice. ]N^o report of it came to me. I however went into the maga-
zines and the sound of picking is constant and distinct; as many as
three picks at work. I listened carefully and am satisfied the sound
was not made by our troops. I at once ordered three pits to be sunk
at different j)oints and a gallery begun to the rear. I think we should
settle the question in the shortest possible time and request that the
engineer troops assigned to my command be returned to me for the pur-

pose. I would also request that I be consulted in the location of the
new defensive works, and have the power to decide upon the order and
necessity for their construction, mid that the engineer officers employed
thereupon for the time report to me and camii with my command that
they may then have the deepest personal interest in their work

;
there

has already been a good deal of unnecessary labor spent and I cannot
afford more. I have 1,500 men on picket and all the rest on line except
Ayres’ division. One thousand gf this division I wish to put at once
constructing a second line behind the salient threatened, so that the
place will become untenable to the enemy even if his mining operations
succeed, and so that I can withdraw most of my men from it. With this

preparation made, [it might] be advisable to allow the enemy to go on,

and let him try an assaulting column if lie wishes. At any rate I shall

endeavor to ascertain for a certainty what is going on underneath, if

anything. I have necessarily other work and ideas of defense than
engineer officers, and if they cannot work under my orders they are
more of an injury to me now than a benefit.

Kespectfully,

G. K, WAKKEN,
Major- General. ,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 2j 1864—5.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren.
Commanding Fifth Corps :

Your dispatch relative to mining, Ac., is received, and the major-
general commanding directs me to say your operations of counter-min-
ing, Ac., are approved, and that any additional means you require will

be furnished. The engineer detachment is ordered to be returned to you
temporarily. While the commanding general cannot accede to your
])roposition to place tlie engineers under your (oinmand, yet he is ready
to receive any suggestions you may have to make in regard to their
operations and to decide all points of difference that may arise. The
chief engineer was directed to confer witli corjis commanders.

A. A. IIUMPHKEYH,
Major-General and Chief of iStaff.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
AiKjust 2^ 1864—9.15 p. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have tlie lioiior to l eport that nothing of importance has occurred
in my front to-day. Hetails numbering 1,900 men are^at work to-night

on the line.

G. K. WAKFvEK,
Major- Genera 1.

Headquarters Kinth Army Corps,
August 1864—9 p. m.

General 8. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

There has not been much firing on my front to-day, though it is now
quite brisk. The following observations are reported by Colonel Hum-
phrey, commanding Second Brigade, Third Division: The enemy
shows great activity in strengthening their old and throwing up new
works. The redoubt on Cemetery Hill appears completed, and arranged
for five or six guns. A considerable work was done in smoothing down
the ruins of the redoubt destroyed on the 30th, and a work, I think to

be used as a covered way, leading from the ravine on the left (enemy’s
left) diagonally across the field to tins redoubt has been thrown out.

A heavy fatigue party has also been at work during the day in front of

the right of the line occupied by the Fifth Corps, in a ravine running
l)arallel Avith the enemy’s main line, and between it and his picket line.

A considerable quantity of lumber has been carried to this party
t(Fday. T have also obser\ ed more smoke from Avhat ap])eared to be
the enemy’s camp-fires than for some time past. These fires w(u*e Avell

to the rear of that part of the enemy’s line in front of the Fifth Cor})s.

In the reported construction of new Avorks between the picket and
main line both scantling and boards Avere seen.

A. F. BUIINSIDE,
Major-General.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Arma" Corps,
Before Betersburg, F«., Augtist X, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Armg Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report everything (piiet along our
lines last night. The Second Brigade, occupying our front line, Avas

re-enforced by 300 men from the First Brigade just after dark, and the
line is uoav sufficiently full.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, A^our obedient servant,
JAMES 11. LEDLIE,

Brigadier-General^ Comdg. First Division^ Ninth Aung Corps.

llEyVinjUAKTERS SECOND D I VISI ON, N INTH AK’AIY CoKl’S,

liefore Belersburg^ Fc., August 2^ 1864.

Lieul. ('ol. Lewis Eiciiaiond,
Assistant Adjutant Generaf Ninth Arnnj Corps:

('oLoNEl.: I iniv(‘fh(‘, honor lo r(‘|)ort that not liing of iinpoi'tnnce lias

occurred on my front within the past twelve hours, and no movement
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of the enemy lias been detected. The left and center of the line held
by my command has been stren.Qthened where more or less destroyed
in the operations of the 30th ultimo, and is now considered secure.

1 am, colonel, very res[)ectfnlly, your obedient servant,
KOBT. B. POTTEB,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 2^ 1864—44.15 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I liave returned from Ferrero’s line. He has a good position, with
the addition of another battery and a cavalry outpost which I have
ordered to be furnished. The only weak point on my front seems to be
the salient where the new work is building, on which the woods press
too closely, and I have ordered out 100 axmen to slash tliat down at

once.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

V Hdqrs. Second Brig., Fourth Div., Ninth Army Corps,
Acur Petershurg, Fu., August 2, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor herewith to report that I was relieved
this morning as general officer of the trenches by Lieutenant-Colonel
Barnes. Nothing of importance occurred. I was captured during the
truce and carried into the enemy’s lines. After a long and tedious
argument, I was released. I was in the lines of the enemy from about
9 a. m. until just before daylight this morning. The abatis in front of

the extreme left of the Second DiYusion is nearly destroyed and the
breast-works weak.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. G. THOMAS,

Col. 19th U. S. Colored Troops and General Offieer of the Trenches.

Special Orders,
\

Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 08. ( City Pointy Fa., August .2, 1864.

T. Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, commanding Cavalry Corps, Army of

the Potomac, is relieved temporarily from duty in this army, and will

report in person without delay to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, (diief of
Staff of the Army, Washington, H. C., for ordei s. His staff will ac(;om-

pany him.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistan t A djutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 2^ 1864—8 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : Prisoners captured inform me that the whole of Bearing’s
brigade was at or in rear of the point where the advance regiments
were met; also, that at the point where the road followed by my bri-

gade strikes the iilank road, and for some distance below, the plank
road is defended by earth works occupied by infantry.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier-General of VoUinteers, Comdg. Second Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 2, 1804—12 m.

Brigadier-General Gregg, Commanding Cavalry Corps

:

I am instructed to say that rumors have reached the major-general
commanding tliat a gun was lost by the cavalry in the recent operations
on the north side of the James River. No official report of such fact

was received by him, and he directs that you inquire into the matter
and report the result, and if the rumor prove to be correct, you will

report the circumstances attending the capture.*
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 2^ 1864—8.20 a. m.

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 8 a. m.
fourteen wagons and four pieces of artillery passed the railroad junc-

tion toward Petersburg, and at 8.15 a. m. that twenty-four wagons
passed toward Petersburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 2, 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received, and is

resiiectfully forwarded

:

Sphino Hill Signal Station, Aufiust 1864—1/.35 a. m.

Captain Norton:
Fiv'ecars loaded with troojis just passed the .Tunetioii toward Petershni'fj.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

(Forwarded to General Grant.)

For reply, see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 614.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 2^ 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 1.15 p. m. that

‘‘nine cars loaded with sick or wounded troops’’ then passed the Junc-

tion toward Richmond.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NORTON,
Caytain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 2^ 1864—4.50 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 4.30 p. ui.

a train of nine passenger and six freight cars loaded with sick or

wounded troops passed the Junction toAvard Richmond.
Very respectfully, your obedient serA^ant,

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 20. i

In the Field, 7iear Hatcheds, Va., August 2, 1864.

So much of General Orders, No. 10, current series, from these head-
quarters, as assigned batteries to divisions is reA oked. The batteries

of the corps Avill form the Artillery Brigade, under the command of the
senior artillery officer present, and Avill be assigned to divisions for duty
from time to time as the exigencies of the service demand.
During the campaign two batteries of artillery, to be assigned by the

chief of artillery, will move with each division, unless a different order
of assignment is indicated in the orders of the day from these headquar-
ters.

For the purpose of discipline and supplies, the authority of the chief

of artillery over the batteries assigned to divisions Avill be as when in

permanent camp. For military purposes, the batteries will be under
charge of division commanders.
When the chief of artillery is present with the artillery of a division

engaged in action, he will be particularly responsible for the position
and i)roper management of the batteries.

As, under act of Congress, July 17, 18G2 (page 539, Army Regula-
tions), the chief of artillery is also ordnance officer of the corps, divis-

ion ordnance officers Avill report to him promptly in their department.
The brigade organization Avill be perfected at once under the senior

artillery officer now on duty in the corps.

By command of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistan t A djutant- General.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Auffust 2^ 1864—11 }). m. (Keceived 11.40 p. ni.)

Major-General Meade :

I will send you a report as soon as Turner comes in, which will be
some time to-morrow.

- ~ E. O. C. OKD,
Major- Oenerah

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Amjafit 2^ 1864—11.40 p. m.

General Meade:
Deserters still report a mine in my front soon to be iired. As two

brigades have arrived between my right and Petersburg this evening,

I shall hold my men under arms lialf an hour before and after day-
light.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.

[First iiidorsemeHt.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 2j 1864.

General Burnside:
The above dispatch just received is forwarded for your information.

You will hold your command on the alert at the time above specified.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General

j
Commanding.

(Same to Generals Hancock and Warren.)

[Second indorsement.]

The above dispatch is sent to divi^on commanders for their informa-
tion, and they will give instructions to keep their commands on the
alert and under arms to move in anj^ direction as above specified.

A. E. BUKNSIDE.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Au(fust 2, 1864—midmqht.

Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:
Your telegrams of 11 and 11.40 jj. m. received. Orders have been

sent to this army to be on the alert at the time designated by you. 1

do not understand your reference to a report from General Turner.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

Headqitarters Eighteenth Army (’orps,
August 2, 1864—.9 p. m.

Brig. Gen. H. Burnham,
Commanding Division :

General: Deserters in to-day and this p. m. state rumors of a mine
existing among their men, and they give some details of tlie point
mined, supposed to be the work (redoubt) near the Hare house on
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General Turner’s late frniit. The last deserter said it would be fired

to-inorrow a. m., though he said similar re|)orts were eireulated yester-

day. The last deserter also states that two brigades arrived this even-
ing and are posted in or near the railroad (in front of the left of your
line) and under the cliffs this side of Petersburg. It may be well to

have your men ready for emergencies. You will, therefore, at early
daylight to-morrow morning—that is, about 3.30 o’clock to morrow
morning—get all the men in trenches under arms and keep them so

until half an hour after daylight. Have your reserve roused, under
arms, and ready to move to any i)oint threatened at the same time, and
kee]> them under aims until half an hour after daylight.

K. O. 0. ORD,
Major-General of Volunteer Conimandmg,

(Same to General A. Ames.)

(Trcular.] Hdqrs. Second Div., Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., August 2, 1864.

Doubt having heretofore existed as to which line should be occupied
in case of an attack, the following instructions are published for the
information of brigade commanders: A portion of the troops will at

all times be posted in the most advanced line. In case of an attack
those in the rear will be moved forward and occupy the front line

where the stand will be made and the fighting take place.

By command of Brig. Gen. A. Ames:
CHARLES A. CARLETON,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., August 2, 1864.

Maj. William Russell, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth, Army Corps:

Ma.tor: I have the honor to acknowledge the recei])t of your request
for information as to the position of the troops of my (‘omniand and to

report that the First Regiment U. S. Colored Troops, of the First Bri-

gade, is doing picket duty on the extreme right of the corps line on the
Apxiomattox River, the right nearly o]iposite Fort Clifton. The First

U. S. Colored Cavalry of the same brigade is distributed in detach-
ments and is doing duty at the corps hospital and guavding quarter-
master and commissary stores at the depots. The four infantry regi-

ments of the Second Brigade are in j)osition indicated in orders from
cor]Ls headquarters yesterday, to wit: Two regiments on General
Ames’ line in the second line of trenches, and two regiments in reserve
in the rear of General Turner’s former position. Four comi)anies of
the Second U. S. Colored Cavalry, of the S(‘Cond Brigade, are support-
ing Dow’s battery, and the balance of the regiment is used as guard
for trains and quarterjnaster and commissary stores.

I am, major, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. CARR,

Brigadier- General.



26 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap, LIV.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August .9, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant:
Comparative quiet reigned along tlie lines of this army yesterday.

During the night there was considerable musketry firing on the Ninth
Corps front. Major-General Warren reported unmistakable evidences
of the enemy mining in his front near the ifiank road. General War-
ren is counter-mining and preparing an interior line at the point
tlireatened. About midnight dispatches received from Major-General
Ord indicating the expectation a mine would be sprung in his front.

This army was under arms for an hour before and after daylight this

morning. The shorter and defensive line located by the engineers is

being constructed.
GKO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August .9, 1864—

4

p. m.
Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant:
A colored scout just in reports that Lee’s division of cavalry, on Sun-

day last, came from the north side of the Appomattox to Dinwiddie
Court-House, and on Monday marched back north of Petersburg.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Gerieralj Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 3j 1864—10 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant:
Deserters report Kershaw’s division as having gone south on Mon-

day night. Pickett and Field are reported by Butler as in his front.

This accounts for Longstreet, Bushrod Johnson, and Hoke, which are
all of Beauregard in our front. Heth and Mahone, of Hill, are also

known to be in our front. Wilcox is supposed to be north of the A])i)o-

mattox, but not certain. We have had no deserters from Wilcox, but
those from Mahone (same corps—Hill’s) say he has not left. Fitz Lee’s

division of cavalry is reported to have gone north of the Appomattox
on day before yesterday. This is our latest information.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August <9, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Another scout (colored), supposed to have been captured
yesterday, just came in and reports that his colored friends near Stony
Creek told him that Butler’s brigade of cavalry was lying at Beams’
Station. General Hampton was in that vicinity with one brigade
(Bosser’s), between Beams’ Station and Stony Creek. He also rei)orts
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that his friends told him tliat on Sunday last General Lee’s cavalry
division inarched from the north side of the Appomattox Eiver to Din-

widdie Court-House, and on Monday marched back north of Petersburg.
This man is familiar with the country about Reams’ Station, &c. His
wife now lives on Stony Creek, and he has many acquaintances about
there with whom he has talked.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captanij iPc.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal (tEneral’s Department,

Au(just .5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Of the three scouts sent out on the morning of the 1st

instant two were captured on the New Market road about three miles

south of Reams’ Station. Tlie other returned this morning and makes
the following report: On account of the numerous patrols of the enemy
in that iiart of the country it was impossible to get any information
regarding movements by rail. Yesterday, at 3 p. m., this man (Carney)
saw a brigade of cavalry go from Reams’ Station to Worth’s Bridge on
the plank road. He thinks it was the picket relief, as there was a
regiment stationed at the latter place. Negroes informed him that the
pickets had been much strengthened since the engagement on Satur-
day last.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain., &c.

[Indorsement.]

Captain McEntee:
Where is the New Market road; between wliat iioints does it run?

Across what stream is Worth’s Bridge?
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General ayid Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

Angust 3, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The New Market road runs south from New Market, pass-
ing near Reams’ Station, thence to Sussex Court-House. It may have
another name, but it is known in the vicinity of Reams’ as the New
Market road. I think that Worth’s Bridge is over a stream wliich runs
from Warwick Swamp, near Lee’s Mill. The man that made the report
is not in at present, but will return soon, Avheu 1 will have him explain
more fully.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
,1. McENTEE,

Captain,
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Headquarters Pr/. vost-Marshal CrENERAL,
\A ugmt .9, 18()4.\

Major-Geiieral Humphreys :

Two deserters from Posey’s and Wrigbt’s brigades, of Malioiie's

division, report tliat A. P. Hill’s corps is all in our front. Heth and
Mahone occupy their old positions, and Wilcox occupies the extreme
right of the line. They report no changes in position since their troo])s

returned from Reams’ Station. They know nothing of a projected rail-

road from South Side to Weldon.
V^ery respectfully,

J. McENTEE,
Captain, cfc.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Atifjust .9, 4864.

Major-General Meade:
One of the men deserted from the picket-line at dark last night, the

other at 7 o’clock this morning.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of 8>taff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
AiKjnst ,9, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Captain Fisher :

Small parties of enemy Avorking at A^arions ])oints of line in vicAV of

station.

I. S. LYON,
Lieuteiumt and Signal Officer.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August ,9, 1864—9.10 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac:

No movement of troo]FS or changes in the enemy’s lines in onr front.

A. K. CAROTHERS,
Sergeant.

August 3, 1804—11.30 a. m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac:

No movements seen. Enemy’s signal officer reports all (piiet in onr
cam])s and no boats on the river.

C. L. 1 LAVIS,
Captain, Ac.

August 3, 1864—7 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher:
No movements of interest obserA^ed to-day. Enemy's signal officer

sends same report. A locomotive moAdng to and fro near Weldon
depot all the afternoon.

FEAREY,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 3y 1864, (Eeceived 7.15 p. m.^

General Humphreys :

Following just received

:

Signal Station Fifth Corps

—

0.30 p.m.

A battery of four guns and five scpiadrons of cavalry have just passed to our right
in rear of Petersburg.

CLARK,
Signal Officer.

* LOCKE,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

fludorsemeiit.]

Inquire why the signal officers with corps do not report through the
chief signal officer at these headquarters.

GEO. G. MEADE.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department,
A ugust 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to report no movement of the enemy’s
force visible to day from our stations. They were busily working upon
the earth-work about three-quarters of a mile south of the lead-works,
wliich seems to be a large one. One train of cars passed into the
city on the Weldon railroad. Several wagons passed on the road
near Weldon railroad during the* day. They have been bringing con-

siderable timber to the work near the Gregory Chimneys.
Very resiiectfullv, your obedient servant,

E. F. FISHED,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Major Fisher:
The signal officer of the Filth Corps reported that several siiuadrons

of cavalry passed toward Petersburg at 6.30 p. m. How is this dis-

crepancy accounted for ?

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General: 1 received no reiiorts from tlie officers at corps head-
(juarters and know nothing of the re])orted movement of cavalry. My
lookouts at tlie plank roail station and on the extreme right re])orted

no movement visible to-day.
E. F. FISHEE,

Chief Ac.

General ‘Ordeksa Hdqrs. Army of the IkiToMAc;,

No. 31. ( August 186 i.

Tomorrow, tli(‘-411i instant, Imving Ix'.en set ajiart by tin* Pri'sideiit

oftlu‘. United States as aolay of national fasting, liumiliation and prayer,
the major-general commanding calls iqion Ids fellow soldiers to observe
the day with the solemnities due to the occasion, and* he recommends
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that, wherever practicable, religious exercises be held m the several
camps by the chaplains serving with the army; and he commands that
all operations that are not matters of military necessity be suspended
during the day.
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 3, 1864—1 a. m. (Received 2.30 a. m.)

The command will be under arms half an hour before daylight, and
remain so until half an hour after daylight this morning.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 3j 1864. (Received 9.10 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front during the
night. Sharp firing in front of the command on my right continued all

night long.
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 3y 1864—9.15 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

I have the honor to report that notliing of importance lias transpired
in my front to-day. Nine hundred men are at work at ten-gun mortar
battery and at fort on right of plank road.

G. K. WARREN,
M((jor- General, Commanding.

Headquarters First Division, Fifth Ar31y Coups,
August 3, 1864.

Col. E. M. Gregory,
Conimanding Second Brigade:

Colonel: Major Lentz will proceed at once Avith his command, the

Ninety-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, and take position in the fort

where Lieutenant Walcott’s battery is stationed. It is directed tliat

banquettes be raised between the pieces, in order that tin? fort may b(‘

delended by infantry. The troops Avill be camped so as to not interfere

in any way Avith the artillery.

By order of Brigadier-General Bartlett:

C. B. MKRVINE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., August 3, 1864.

Col. N. T. Dushane,
Commanding Second Brigade:

Colonel : The general coininanding directs that your coiuinand he
held ready to vacate your jiresent camp at once for the i)urpose of

bivouacking on the left of the line, Avhich position you will maintain
for about one week. If you think best a small camx) guard maybe left

behind, but the shelter-tents Avill be struck and taken along. You will

please send a staff officer to report at these headquarters the moment
you are ready to move.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

FEED. WINTHEOr,
Captain, Twelfth Infantry, Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

[August 3, 1864.—For Meade to Burnside, inclosing copy of charges
and specifications against the latter, see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 531.]

Headquarters Xinth Army Corps,
August 3, 1864—0.20 p. m.

General Williams :

There is nothing of moment to report as occurriug on my line. Last
night some force of the enemy was reported as moving to our left, but
it isjmpossible to say what strength. Everything was held in readi-

ness, according to dispatch of last night.

A. E. BUEXSIDE,
Major-Generd.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Ya., August 3, 1861.

Lieut.. Col. L. Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Sir: By order of the general commanding 1 (piestioned Colonel
Thomas in reference to his capture on the 1st of August. He had been
conversing with several officers of our service and of the rebel army on
the narrow neutral ground between the lines of sentinels. Finding the
hour of the truce nearly expired, he turned, intending to re-enter our
lines at the point vdiere his own command Avas i)lace(l, some distance
to the left of where the mine Avas S])ruiig. At n ravine, Avhich runs into

our line opposite our left center, the line of our main Avorks is not con-
tinuons, the right considerably overlapping tlie left. Not being famil-

iar Avith our lines (as his division had b(‘(‘n ])laced there only the day
])revious) he failed to notice the change of direction in our front until

(challenged by the enemy’s pickets. lleinfoi-medthemthatheAvas return-
ing to his own lines, not seeking to enter theirs. They insisted, how(‘ver,
upon carrying him in a jnisoner. He insisted ui)on Iming blindfolde(l
Avlien led through their lines and Avas biought before General Bushrod
Johnson. General Johnson Avas disposed toConsider him a prisoner of
war. The officer who commanded the i)ickets took the opi)osite view
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and supported Colonel Thomas. The question was referred to the pro-

vost-marshal at General Beauregard’s headquarters, and the argu-
ments of both parties (which had been committed to writing) were laid

before him. The decision was reached that Colonel Thomas should be
returned. This was done just before daylight on the morning of the
2d. Neither in going or returning did he have any opxiortunity of see-

ing the enemy’s lines or cam])S, ofjudging of their strength or the dis-

position of their forces, nor did he hear any conversation or remarks
giving any information of importance. His place of confinement, alter

leaving General Johnson’s hands, was in a wretched prison—low, filthy^

and almost without ventilation. His treatment by General Johnson
(though known to be an officer of colored troops) was civil and even
kind; by other officers it was less considerate. At General Johnson’s
headquarters he was informed that but 36 of the colored troops were
taken prisoners; they, as he himself,witnessed, were not treated as
prisoners of war, but employed at policing of headquarters and similar

duties. It was intimated, though by no responsible party, that many
of the blacks had been killed after surrender; that their slaughter was
stopped by General Mahone.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

CHAS. G. LOIHNG,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assista^it Inspector-General.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Artiy Corps,
Before Betersbur</j Va., August o,

Lieut. Col. Leavis liioimoND,
Assistant Adjutant-General^ Ninth Army Corps:

( /OLONEL : I have the honor to report everything in my front exceed-
ingly quiet during the past twelve hours. About 2 p. m. my officer of

the day reported picket-firing entirely ceased, and numliers of white
flags were displayed by our men and the enemy also. He states that
this was owing to an impression upon their part that Ave had some com-
munication to make with them.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. LEDLIE,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding JJivisian.

HEADlpTARTERS SECOND DIVISION, NiNTII ARMY CoRPS,
Before Fetershurg^ T7i., August o, IfiOl.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General.^ Ninth Army Corps :

Colonel : I have the honor to report everything quiet on my f’ror.t,

Avith no movement on the part of the enemy obs(‘rved. The line occ.u-

])ied by my command is being strengtheiuMl. Orders have been given
to rend(‘r th(‘. a])atis in front of tlui wljole line strong and effecti\'(“.

1 am, colonel, xery respectfnllv, voni- obedient servant,
‘ROBERT R. ROTTER,

llrigad ler- Genera I
j
Comm a n d ing.
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Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Arma' Corps,
Before Petersburg, August 5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corx)s :

Sir: I have the honor to report no changes on niy front. The officer

of the clay reports this morning a movement of the enemy toward our
left, whether in force or not he could not ascertain.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petershiirg^ August 5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant AdjutaM- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to forward the following report, as given by
Col. William Humphrey, commanding Second Brigade:

Parties of the enemy have been at work on the left, wliere the i)arty was reported
to be working yesterday. During the night last night they were heard to bring
what appeared to be boards into their works. There has been no artillery firing

during the day, and very little musketry.

I am, very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- Gen eral, Commanding.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Camp near Petersburg, Va., August 3, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant AdjutaM- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has

occurred in front of my line since last report.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWD. FERRERO,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 3, 1864—2.45 p. m.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War :

I understand strong efforts are being made to have taken from this

department the counties of Accomac and Northumberland [Northanip-

tonj, commonly called the Eastern Shore. 1 could have no objecfion

to this, provided I did not know that it was in order to get rid of the

very stringent regulations and system of guards by whicli we prcwcmt

smuggling, and in order that the sale of whisky may be unlimited in

that district. It is one of the series of movements of Covernor Reir-

3 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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point against the commanding general of tlie department, to wliicli 1

take leave to call your attention. I slionld Ee quite willing to have the

question settled by the votes of the loyal and respectable men of those

counties.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters,
August 3, 1864—10.20 j).

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point :

A deserter just in from the Fourth Alabama Regiment, of Law’s
brigade, of Field’s division, reports that division witli three regiments
of Wise’s old brigade at New Market. Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s coiq^s,

is between them and Chaffin’s farm. Kershaw’s division he reports to

have left New Market on Monday for Petersburg. Has not heard of

their going south.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, August 3, 1864.

(Received 9.30 a. m.)

Major-General Butler :

Deserters from Twenty-fifth South Carolina told us yesterday that
Kershaw’s division had gone south the day before. Do you hear any-
thing of it, or can you tell us anything about Field’s division ? AVe think
we can account for all the other divisions. Have not heard of Pickett’s

division since Saturday p. m., but suppose it is in its old place on xiart

of your front. Please answer at headquarters Army of the Potomac
to-day.

GEO. H. SHARPE,
Colonel.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 3, 1864—11.10 a. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
At General Meade'’s Headquarters. Army of the Potomac :

A deserter from the Twenty-fifth South Carolina informs us that the
rumor is that Kershaw’s division went south on Monday night. An-
other deserter from the Forty-second North Carolina, Hoke’s divisio?),

says that Kershaw’s division was on his right but that it was rumored
it had gone south, and that on the night the rumor was heard trains

were moving all night south. Field’s division is in our front at Dee})
Bottom. We have both prisoners and deserters from it. Men from
Pickett’s division come in daily from our front. We have heard of no
special movements there,

BEN3. F. BUTLER,
Major- Genera I, Com ma nding.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Ytroinia and Korth Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,

August 6\ 1864—10.10 p. m.
Col. George H. Sharpe,

Deputy Drovost-Marslial-General^ Army of the Potomac^
at General Meade’’s headquarters :

A deserter who has just come in reports Field’s division and three
regiments of Y ise’s old brigade at and near New Market. Wise’s men
hold their extreme right, then Bratton, Gregg, Benning, Law, and
Anderson. Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, is lying back of them,
between Field’s division and Chaffin’s farm. Kershaw left New Market
with his division on Monday night and went then to Petersburg. The
deserter does not know of his moving from there. I have just returned
from a sick leave and am again attending to my duties here, and will

keep you constantly informed of all reports and movements.
Eespectfully,

JOHN I. DAYFNPOET,
.Lieutenant and Acting Aide-de-Camp.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 5, 1864—2.20 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The following dispatch sent from the rebel signal station

near Cox’s Ferry to the rams was read by signal officer at Water Bat-
tery at 2 X). m., viz

:

Flag-Officer Mitchell:

A dytail lias been ordered down, at the suggestion of General Ewell, to get an engine
from 'Cox’s Mill. Is there any difficulty in getting there ? Does your picket boat go
below the wharf.

Yery respectfully, &c..

R. D. TAYLOR,
Major, Coinmaiiding.

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Spring Hill, August 5, 1864—7.45 p. m.
Captain Norton:
Eighteen cars toward Petersburg, also a column of troops, I should

iudge 2,000, in a held northwest of railroad station, moving toward Gen-
eral Butler’s front.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant.

Headquar'I'ers Tenth Army Corps,
August J, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
I send you a very intelligent Jew deserter from Field’s division, for-

merly Hood’s, in Foster’s front. Law’s, Anderson’s,'Beuning’s, Gregg’s,
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and Bratton’s brigades, besides three regiments of Wise’s command,
arc in Foster’s front. Wilcox’s division is half at Chaffin’s Bluff and
rest at Petersburg. He seems to be well i^osted as to position of enemy.

H. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps.
Augnnt 3, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding

:

I knew of this Jew deserter in Maryland before he went South, and
his statements are all true so far as he states of his previous history.

Does not knoAV of my lAersonal knowledge of him.
D. B. BIBNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 3, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commanding First Division:

The following dispatch receiA^ed from Spring Hill:

A column of troops, about 2,000, northwest of railroad junction, moving toward
General Butler’s front.

SIMONS,
Lientenant, Signal Officer.

By order of Major-General Birney.
ED. W\ SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field.) Hateher^Sy Va.j August 3, 1864.

Capt. F. M. Follett,
Fourth U. 8. Artillery :

Captain : I am instructed bythe major-general commaiiding to direct

that you, as senior officer of artillery present for duty, assume com-
mand of the Artillery Brigade of this corps, and that you establish your
headquarters in this vicinity.

Very respectfully, your obedient serAmnt,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Deep Bottom, Augu.st J, 1864.

(V)lonel Shaffer:
I have just sent to corps headquarters a very intelligent German by

name of E. Adler, who deserted from the Fourth Alabama Regiment
and came into my lines this morning. I think he can give you con-

siderable information. His information agrees with that of other

deserters regarding the force on my front. He says he saw dispatch



Chap. LIV
]

COKKESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 37

from General Hood in the Kichmoiul paper of to-day stating that Major-

General Stoneman and 500 men were captured at Macon, Ga., by General
Iverson. I sent a Kichmond paper of yesterday to corps headquarters
this morning.

R. S. FOSTER,
Brigadier- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Korth Carolina,
August 5, 1864.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding, Eigliteentli Army Corps :

General : As your negro troops have had a pretty hard time of serv-

ice for fresh hands, I pro^iose that General Paine shall send you from
the troops on this line an equal number with what you have now, re-

turning those you have here, for the purpose of reorganization and
recruitment. I hope you can so manage it as to put a brigade together
and give them a defined portion of the line to hold, so that upon them
and their officers may be a responsibility which all may feel. It will be
much for the advantage of the service, in my judgment, if these colored

troops are kept together, and as soon as we can get them fairly re-

organized and a little recruited we will have a division together.
BENJ. E. BUTLER,

Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 3, 1864—W.15 a. m. (Received 12.30 a. m.)

Major-General Meade:
I have not received General Turner^s report of the affair of Saturday.

As soon as I do I will send in mine to you. I do not believe in the
mine, but do not wish to be surprised, hence my precautions.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., 18th Army Corps,
^lo. 32. j

August 3, 1864.

In compliance with Special Orders, Ro. 96, paragraph 6, headquar-
ters Eighteenth Army Corps, dated August 3, 1864, I hereby assume
command of this division. The division staff as at present constituted
will remain on duty as heretofore.

J. B. CARR,
Brigadier- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 18th Army Corps,
Ro. 83. j Near Petersburg., Va., August 3, 1864.#*#*#**

4. Colonel Duncan will march with and in command of the Fourth,
Sixth, and Twenty-second Regiments across the Api)omaHox River,
encam])ing his own regiment and Colonel Ames’ near the present cam])
of the Tenth 17. S. Colored Troops, and Colonel Kiddoo’s move to the
left and to the rear. Colonel Duncan will be charged with the defense of
the line in case of an attack to the left of Battery 8, ])osting no ])iclvet,

however, except as now i)osted by the colored troo])s now on that line.



38 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

5. The eoinniaii(lii]g’ officer of the Thirty-seventh IJ. 8. Colored Troops
will inarch with his command at 0 a. m. to-morrow across the Ap})0 -

mattox. He will report in person at these headquarters as soon as the
regiment has crossed the river. His regiment will halt near the Kush-
more house until the commanding officer has received his orders from
these headquarters.
By command of Brig. Gen. 0. J. Paine:

SOLON A. CAKTER,
Captam and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Near Fetershurg^ Ya.j August 5, 1864.

Col. S. A. Duncan,
Cornmandmg Second Brigade :

Colonel: The general commanding directs me to instruct you to

relieve the two regiments under the command of Colonel Ames after

dark to-night, provided no orders are received from corps headquarters
to interfere with this arrangement, of which you will he duly notilied.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SOLON A. CARTER,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fort Powhatan, Ya., August 5, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
There is a rebel battery at Wilcox’s Wharf firing on our transports.

G. S. INNIS,
Colonel.

City Point, Va., Aiigust 4, 1864—12 m.
(Received 7 p. m.)

President of the United States,
Waskmgton, D. C.

:

Your dispatch of G p. m. just received.* I will start iu two hours for

Washington and will spend a day or two with the army under General
Hunter.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenan t- Genera 1.

City Point, August 4, 1864—1 p. m.
(Received 0.30 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
Chief of Staff

:

Another division of cavalry has been ordered to Washington from
here as suggested by you.t The delay in Torbert’s division has been
from transports not returning rapidlv.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

*See August Vol. XXXVII, Part II, p. 582.

t See Ilalleek to Grant, August 3, 2.30 p. lu., Vol. XXXVll, Part II, p. 582.
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City Point, Va., August 4, 1864—-12.15 ]g. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding^ Ac.

:

Send another division of cavalry to Washington at once. I will in-

struct the quartermaster to provide transportation as rapidly as it can

be got together. I will instruct General Butler to send Kautz’s cavalry

to report to your cavalry commander whilst so much of yours is absent.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Meade:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1864—12.45 p. m.

The following dispatch* is just received. I will direct General Gregg
to give the preliminary orders to that division of the Cavalry Corps
which can be most quickly got to City Point and await your final direc-

tions. 1 will send tlie same order in regard to artillery and means of

transportation that was sent before.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 4., 1864.

General Humphreys:
Direct Gregg to send Wilson’s division of cavalry. Say to General

Williams General Ingalls can send the transportation of the Sixth
Corps as proposed, and a small regiment of those whose term of service

is about or near expiring can be sent to him. Gregg should be in-

structed to picket our left and rear as before, as well as he can with
his diminished force.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 4, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Comdg. Army of the Potomac^ Hdqrs. of Major- General Butler

:

Two deserters from Finegaii’s brigade, who came in this morning,
rejiort that their brigade is still lying in one rank. They think the
brigades of their division that were taken out of the trenches and moved
toward the mine have not returned to their stations. They understand
Heth is on their right and heard that Wilcox had gone to Reams’
Station. Their brigade is half a niile from the mine—their right of it.

They are not intelligent.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Copy to General Rawlins.)

See Grant to Meade, next, ante.
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City Point, A^ujust 4, 1864.

Bri^. Cen. Seth Williams:
I have received the following from General Meigs

:

Your dispatch is received. Yesterday I was obliged to call upon you for 300 six-

mule teams, with drivers, to aid in fitting out troops sent here from City Point with-
out any trains. There are not drivers here even to break the green mules in this

department. None can therefore be sent from this city to City Point. I have issued
orders to military commanders in the southwest to send here 1,000 able-bodied negroes
to be used as drivers without positive orders to the generals. They will furnish
them. Fitting out the Sixth, Nineteenth, and Cavalry Corps, or the jiortions of these
corps which have reached this city, has reduced the stock of teams and wagons fit

for service. We have many unbroken, but no drivers. You will therefore send to

this depot 300 wagons, teams, and drivers complete.
M. C. MEIGS,

Major-General and Quartermaster-General.

With the consent of Major General Meade, I propose to sliip a por-

tion of the trains of the Sixth and Cavalry Corps which are now here
doing notliing. I have directed Captain Strang to furnish Colonel
Spaulding with the drivers which he requires, but so doing will weaken
the force at the depot. Cannot a small regiment, white or colored, be
detailed for guard and fatigue service here and ordered to report tome
until General Meigs sends employes'?

EUFUS INGALLS,
Briefadier- General and Chief Qnartermcister.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiufust 4j 1864—12.50 p. m.

General E. Ingalls,
City Point:

Your dispatch in relation to sending teams to Washington has been
sent to General Meade, who is now at General Butler’s headquarters.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Auejust 4, 1864—3.45 p. m.

General E. Ingalls,
City Point

:

The commanding general authorizes you to send the transportation

of the Sixth Corps to Washington as proposed by you. If i)ossible a

small regiment will be ordered to report to you.
S. WILLIAYIS,

Assistan t Adjutant- Genera 1.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiufust i, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Two deserters from Twenty-fifth South Carolina, just examined at

Eighteentli Army Corps head(iuarters, state that they were credibly

informed that Kershaw’s division went south yesterday by rail to
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re-eiiforce Hood. There are other judications chat a move has been
made. I sent Phil. Carney and two others over Weldon road yesterday.

Have not yet returned.
J. McENTEE.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Two deserters from the Eleventh Florida, who left the
picket-line last night and came in this morning, report that their bri-

gade is still lying in one rank. They think that the other brigades of
their division which were taken out and moved down toward the mine
have not yet returned. They understand that Heth’s division is on
their right, and heard officers say that Wilcox had gone down to

Eeams’ Station. They are both men of very little intelligence, and
their information is consequently exceedingly limited. One of these
men states that on Sunday last he went from where his brigade lies at

least a mile to the right, and did not see them mining anywhere along
the line. He says the new earth thrown up is for the protection of
their guns. He knows the i^osition of the large fort on the line of the
Fifth Corps, and says he has been opposite to that fort, and that there is

no mining being done there. He thinks his brigade lies about half a
mile to the right of where our mine exi)loded. He did not hear of any
milling between his brigade'and the latter point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ the.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Vircinia and North Carolina,
. Office Bureau of Information,

In the Fieldj August i, 1864—11.30 a. m.
Colonel Sharpe,

Deputy Frovost-Marshal-Generaf General Meade’’s Headquarters

:

A deserter from our immediate front (Barton’s brigade, of Pickett/'s

division), who has come in this a, m., states that Kershaw’s old brigade
arrived from Orange Court-House last night at about 1 o’clock

;
that

he talked with some of the men and knows them to be of that brigade.
They encamped immediately in the rear of their division last night.

JOHN I. DAVENPOBT,
Lieutenant and Aide-de- Camp.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
• Office Bureau of Information,

In the Fields August i, 1864—3.05 p. m.
Colonel Sharpe,

General Headers Headquarters:'

From three deserters, Just in from front of our line at Deep Bottom,
I ascertain the following facts: Field’s division and also Kershaw’s
division, save his own old brigade, are at that point. Kershaw’s old
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brigade of bis division is in rear of Pickett’s division in our immediate
front acting as a reserve brigade. This information is positive. Wil-
cox’s division, of Hill’s corps, is reported as being between New Market
and Chaffin’s farm. This, however, needs conhrmatiou.

JOHN I. DAVENPORT,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Gamp.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August J, 1864—8 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : The enemy are working with a heavy detail ni)on their

new work three-fourths of a mile south of the lead-works and on the
west side of the Weldon railroad. It seems to be about as large as the
fort at this station, the main front being eastward. There are small
working parties shoveling in vicinity of the Gregory Chimneys. No
movement visible at any other portion of this end of the line. Their
camps along the line indicate a greater number jiresent than last week.
Some more timber brought to the battery near the Gregory Chimneys.

B. F. FISHER,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Station on line in Front of
General Ayres’ Old Position,

August 4, 1864—9 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Enemy very busy this a. m.

;
some hauling logs to the front, others

strengthening works. A party of about thirty at work on fort about
1,500 yards to left of Burnt Chimneys. A small cam}! in woods in rear
of this fort. Quite a number of enemy’s officers to the front with
marine glasses and papers in their hands; seem to be Avatching our
working parties. No movements obseiwed.

WARTS,
Lieutenant.

Headquarters Fifth Arma^ Corps,
August 4, 1864—9.15 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant A djuta n t- General

:

I have the honor to report that everything was very quiet on my
front last night, nothing of importance transpiring. A good deal of
artillery and musketry firing was had in front of the command on
my right. Received and promulgated General Orders, No. 31, about
observance of the fast day.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters P4fth Corps,
August 1864. (Keceived 10.15 i). m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired

in my front during the day. Nine hundred men are at work to-night

at ten-gun mortar battery and at Battery Tilton, near plank road.

G. K. WARBEN,
, Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
* August 4, 1864.

General Bartlett :

I wish you would push your iiicket-line to-night out just as far as

possible, so as to get a view down into the ravine, and have them throw
up earth to cover themselves. We must fight to do this, if necessary,

as the whole line seems to be getting scared by mining rumors, and we
must have a view into the ravine.

Very respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
'' Major- General

j
Commanding.

Headquarters First Division, Fifth Corps,
Camp near Petersburg^ Fu., August 4, 1864—10.25 p. m.

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : I have advanced my pickets in compliance with orders
received this p. m. I think the ravine is now commanded by them
sufficiently to observe any movement of troops or working parties in

front of our corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. J. BARTLETT,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

City Point, August J, 1864.

General Burnside:
I shall be at home all day. Certainly no objection to your visiting

me here.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August J, 1864—9 a. m.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

1 have the honor to report the usual state of affairs on my front dur-
ing the ])ast twelve hours. About 11 last night the enemy used cannon
and musketry to some extent, and we threw some shells at their work-
ing ])arties.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Ninth Corps,
Auffust 4, 1804.

General Humphreys :

WiM you please ask the general commanding if I can have permis-
sion to visit General Grant to-day.

A. E. BUKNSIDE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 4, 1864—8.20 a. m.

Major-General Burnside,
Commanding Ninth Corps :

The major-general commanding sees no objection to your visiting

General Grant to-day.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 4, 1864. (Received 9.10 p. m.)

General Williams:
I have nothing of importance on my line to report. Fresh abatis has

been prepared and will be put down to-night. During last night it is

reported the enemy were heard moving artillery to their right. My
signal officer reports as follows

:

Major-General Burnside:
General: From 3 until 5.30 p. m. two different columns of dust appeared over

the city, botli moving in direction of the enemy’s right. A regiment of infantry also
moved toward evening from camp near plank road in direction ofearth-work opposite
our extreme left. Condition of the atmosphere since 3 p. m. prevented a more dis-

tinct observation of these movements, which might have been made. Nothing else-

where visible.

J. C. PAINE,
Captain and Signal Officer.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Corps,
No. 132. ] Before BetersMirg^ Un., August 4, 1864.

4. Leave of absence is hereby granted tlie following-named officers

for the number of days and for the reasons set ofiposite their respective
names: Brig. Gen. J. H. Ledlie, U. S. Yolunteers, for twenty days on
account of physical disability.

5. Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved from
temporary duty as chief of staff' of the major-general commanding.

G. Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Yolunteers, is hereby assigned to

the command of the First Division, Ninth Corjis, relieving Brig. Gen.
J. H. Ledlie, U. S. Yolunteers.*******
By command of Major-General Burnside:

LEWIS RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Va.^ August 4, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that there was considerable

musketry and an occasional shell thrown at our right during the even-

ing. This subsided before morning. Everything is now quiet. The
enemy is engaged in strengthening his works, but no movement has
been observed. Our trenches are being widened and works put in

good condition along the whole line. Abatis is being put down in front

of our left by the engineer regiment.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Fu., August 4, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps :

Colonel: Brigade commanders report unusual quiet on our front,

with no movement on the part of the enemy during the past twelve
hours. The work of strengthening our line is continued. Fresh
material for abatis has been x)rei)ared and will be put down to-night.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division,
August 4, 1864—8 a. m.

General White, Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to report that the enemy after being
quiet all day began a sharp tire of musketry in the evening—opened
their battery on the right of the exploded work and opened with mor-
tars at other points. The musketry and considerable artillery was kept
up through the night between the lines. By my direction, Roemer’s
battery fired upon points where the enemy were at work, and threw
shells into the town and camps.

Very respectfully.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Caynp near Petersburg, Va., August 4, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutmit- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that picket-firing has been
about as usual; that the enemy opened with his artillery in front of the
left of the First Brigade at about 11 o’clock last night. Several rounds
were fired, but did no danmge. This morning all is quiet.

Very respectfully, your ()bedi(*nt servant,
EDWD. FERRERO,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 4, 1864—1 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:

The major-general commanding has received instructions from the
lieutenant-general commanding the armies in the held to send another
cavalry division to Washington. The major-general commanding is at

General Butler’s headquarters, where I have telegraphed him. In the
meantime make every preparation for moving to City Point for embark-
ation that division of cavalry which can be most quickly got there,

consideration also being given to its effectiveness—that is, it must
be in condition for rapid movement after reaching Washington. The
artillery and means of transportation of the division will also go to

City Point, but will not be embarked until the troops are embarked.
General Kautz is directed to remain on duty with this army. Inform
me in reply what division will go. In the event of your division going
you will accompany it, and will turn over to General Wilson all orders
respecting the disposition of the cavalry. One division will be posted
on the left and rear as far as the Blackwater, and the remaining divis-

ion between the Blackwater and James. As far as iiracticable,

what force is not needed for patrols and pickets will be kept concen-
trated ready for movement against the enemy. If any modihcations of

this should be thought necessary the commander of the cavalry will

please suggest them.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac,
August 4, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have the honor to designate the Second Division (that

commanded by myself) as the division to proceed to Washington. The
brigades of the division are posted at Prince George Court-House and
on the Norfolk railroad, and can most conveniently be moved to Citj^

Point for shipment. -

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

Headquarters Arjvia" of the Potomac,
August 4, 1864—3.20 p. m.

Commanding Officer Cavalry Corps:
The major-general commanding directs that you send Wilson’s division

to City Point for embarkation. Instructions for picketing the left of
the army same as already sent you. Kautz’s division will remain with
you.

A. A. HU.MPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Confidential.] Hdqrs. Third Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 4j 1864—5.30 p. m.

Brigadier-Greneral McIntosh,
Commanding First Brigade:

General : As soon as your brigade is relieved from picket duty by
troops of the Second Division concentrate the command near these
headquarters and proceed to make all necessary arrangements for

embarking it at City Point, with all the new horses and transportation.

The division will move from here by daylight. Instructions will be
given the quartermaster of the division to collect the transportation
now at Light-House Point. Please report to me in person at once.

Very respectfully,

J. H. AVILSOI^,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 4j 1864—6.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Chapman, *

Commanding Second Brigade

:

General: As soon as your brigade is relieved from picket by Col-

onel Gregg concentrate it at McCann’s house. Make all necessary
arrangements to embark Avith all your men, horses, and wagons at

City Point. The division Avill march at daylight to-morrow for that
place. Please report to me in person at these headquarters at the
earliest convenient moment.

Yery respectfully,

J. H. WILSO^I,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 4^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. Georoe H. Chapman,
Commanding Second Brigade:

General : You will draw in your pickets at once without waiting to

be relieved, and move with your command to the vicinity of McCann’s,
near the Norfolk railroad, as indicated in jirevious orders of to-day.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department,
August 4

,
1864.

Major-General Butler,
Headquarters^ Bermuda Hundred:

There is no probability that the counties of Accomac and Northum-
berland [Northampton] will be separated from your command—cer-

tainly not with my assent. Tlie application 1 have peremptorily re-

fused and’ shall resist.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.
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City Point, August 4, 1864—12 noon.

Major-General Butler :

I find it necessary for me to go to Washington for a day or two to

give direction to affairs there. . In my absence remain on the defensive,

notifying General Meade that if attacked he is authorized to call on
such of your troops as are south of the Appomattox. Only expecting

to be gone three davs, I will not relinquish command.
IT. S. GEANT,

Lmitenan t- Geney'al.

(Copy to General Meade.)

City Point, Va., August 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding^ &c.

:

I am compelled to send a second division of cavalry to Washington.
This Avill leave the cavalry force too weak to protect the flank of the

army without the assistance of Kautz. Please order Kautz to report

accordingly. Only intending to be absent for a few days I leave my
adjutant-general and part of headquarters here. But being senior, you
necessarily Avould command in any emergency. Please communicate
A^ith me by telegraph if anything occurs where you wish my orders.

IT. S. GEANT,
TAeutenant-Oeneral,

City Point, Va., August 4, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, ffc. ;

Lieutenant King’s communication in relation to closing the port of
Wilmington with torpedoes is received. I called Admiral Lee’s atten-

tion to this matter some time ago, thinking myself it was perfectly

feasible. The admiral, however, thought differently, giving as a reason
for his vieAYS that both channels Avere commanded by the enemy’s gnus.
All the torpedoes we Avould plant during the night the enemy would
take U13 during the day. I certainly, however, would like the experi-

ment tried, and if you will arrange with Admiral Lee for his co-opera-
tion, Avhat you may do will have mv approval.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- Genera 1.

Headquarters,
August 4, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding, ffc. :

My Dear Sir: I have been reading the newspaper accounts of the
Petersburg affair, and beg leave to call your attention to the blame
cast upon the negro troops. They ought to bear all their share of the
odium which attaches to the failure, but no more. If it be true, as
alleged, that the failure is owing to their Avant of courage, conduct, and
inefhciency, then it would seem that the negro can never make a. soldier,

and the policy of the Government upon this subject is Avrong and should
at once be changed. If they are not to blame, that fact, it is respect-

fully suggested, should be ascertained and declared in the most solemn
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form of military investigation and report upon this precise movement
of these troops at Petersburg. 1 have no opinion, because I do not
know the facts. Certain it is that there is fault somewhere, and I

think, and venture most respectfully to suggest, that it is due to your-
self, the army, and the country, that the fault should be ascertained,

so that the remedy may be applied either mediately or immediately by
yourself or the War Department if the matter is susceptible either of
amendment or correction. If the whole affair can be investigated it

will be found that the plan of movement was excellent, that the strategy
which drew Lee’s attention to the north side of the Janies accomplished
all that could be desired in drawing away his troops. This much I

know, for a portion of this it was my business to know. Why, then, did
the plan fail ? Clearly for want of proper and efficient execution. Was
that failure of execution inherent and irremediable in the very nature
of things, and in troops engaged, or did it arise from other causes or

the faults and incomiietency of commanding officers of any subdivision
of the army? This is the subject that, in my judgment, needs investiga-

tion. It is true that by the Articles of War, to prevent oppression by
the commander upon any officer under him, a commanding general can-

not order a court of inquiry upon any officer’s conduct without his re-

quest, but it is clearly competent for the commander of an army to

order a court of inquiry or a board of officers to investigate and rejjort

the facts relating to a given movement or occurrence in order to fur-

nish the basis upon which the general commanding can ask for court
of inquiry upon any officer, and if in the investigation of the facts of a
given transaction the conduct or capacity of any officer becomes a ques-
tion bearing ui^on the subject matter of the inquiry, then that conduct
and capacity can be investigated as incidental to the main question or
investigation.

Pardon me if in urging this inquiry I am overstepping the bounds of
official propriety or sphere of duty, either public or official. I am
prompted by a double motive. I desire not to have this most serious

reverse placed where I know it does not belong, i. c., either on the plan
or strategy which preceded itj and secondly, as I raised the first regi-

ments of negro troops, and have ever since urged their employment, I

desire to have my own judgment corrected, if in the wrong. We are
lik(*ly to have these troops under the last act of Congress on the draft

in large numbers, and if they are to be useless it ought to be known at

once. Huch has not been my experience, and I am ready and willing

now to take under my command the defeated division of General Burn-
side’s colored troops, and with them to attempt any work that any
trooi)S ouglit to try.

Subject always to have my opinions altered by any well-ascertained
facts developed in the investigation to which I have alluded which
ought to affect a well-balanced mind, believe me, general.

Yours, truly,

BENJ. F. BUTLEK.

City Point, Augunt 4, 1864.

General Butler :

Our transports were fired into yesterday at Wilcox’s Landing, and
to-day at Harrison’s Landing. Captain Clitz, commanding gun-boat
Osceola, reports that he to-day communicated with females, wliite, and
a contraband at Wilcox’s Landing, who agree in saying that an infan-

4 R R—VOL XLTI, PT II
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try force of about 2,000, and field battery of fifteen guns are encamped
from two to three miles from that landing. They say it is Early^s
troops, but this must be a mistake. I send this for your information.

E. S. PAKKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and II^orth Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 4, 1864—2.15 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following dispatch was received from the signal
officer at Water Battery at 2.10 p. m.

:

About 330 men armed and dressed in light-colored clothes and straw hats are
removing the engine from Cox’s Mill to the wharf, piece-meal. Is it our party ?

G. S. DANA,*^
Captain, Signal Corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. C.,

No. 212. j In the Fieldj F«., August 4, 1864.*******
XIV. In relation to recruiting and the recruiting rendezvous in this

department, it is hereby ordered:
Brigadier-General Wild will fix the headquarters of recruiting at

Newport News, a healthy lioint, with plenty of good water and wood,
where the recruits will be exi)osed to no temptation or interference.

General Wild’s headquarters will be at Newport News. The First Regi-
ment of Colored Cavalry will do guard duty for the camp. No persons
recruited in this department will be allowed to be sent ont of it, but
wdll be assigned to some regiment here.

By command of Major-General Butler:
R. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field., August 4^1864—9.50 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps

:

A deserter, claiming to be a lieutenant recently serving on Cling-

man’s stafi*, re])orts that the rebels have a mine dug and nearly com-
pleted, and that it extends to the Hare house, and that it is, in fact,

very close thereto. Please send me any rebel papers you may get.

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- General., Commanding.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 4^ 1864,

Brig. Gen. A. Ames,
Commanding Second Division^ Eighteenth Army Corps

:

General: The major-general commanding department telegraphs
that a rebel deserter, claiming the rank of lieutenant, reports a mine
nearly comideted in the vicinity of the Hare house. Major-General Ord,
commanding cordis, directs me to say that he suxiposes the deserter

referred to is the same who came in last night, but he wishes you to

keei) the men in the vicinity on the alert for three-quarters of an hour
after daylight to-morrow morning, and to continue your oxierations in

the way of counter-mining.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. EUSSELL, Jr.,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Orders.] Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. 0.,

August J, 1864.

Brigadier-General Kautz will remain, reporting to General Meade
with his mounted command until further orders.

BE^sTJ. E. BUTLEE,
,

Major- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
August J, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

General: The Third Division, General Wilson commanding, has
been ordered to Washington, and one brigade of the Second Division
has been ordered to the left of the army. The brigade of the Second
Division now at Prince George Court-House will move to Zion Church.
You will therefore connect your xiiekets with those of the Second Di-
vision at a iioint north of Zion Church, which will be indicated by my
statf officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

Port Monroe, August i, 1864—4.30.

Major-General Butler:
Have just arrived. Went within one mileof Eredericksburg without

encountering any enemy. At 9.30 p. m. Tuesday the Seddon x)lace

was destroyedo

CHAS. K. GEAHAM,
Brigadier- General.
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City Point, August 5, 1864.
Lieutenant-General Grant,

Washington^ D. C.

:

Kebels exploded a small iniue this evening about forty yards in front
of Ord’s left, l^o damage done to our works. No assault. Loss re-

ported trifling. Colonel Stedman dangerously wounded. Our lines

intact.

E. S. PAEKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Va., August 5, 1864.
Brig. Geu. S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

If not improper to commuuicate, 1 would like to know the cause of
the heavy firing this evening, so tliat it may be commuuicated to Gen-
eral Grant.

E. S. PAEKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

-Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—8.20 i). m.

Capt. E. S. Parker,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.y Hdqrs. Lieutenant- General Grants City Point:

The following dispatch from General Ord explains the firing you
heard this evening.* All is quiet now.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistayit Adjutant- General.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 5, 1864. (Eeceived 11.45 p. m.)

Major-General Meade:
Please send word what has been done at your front.

BENJ. E. BUTLEE,
Alajor- Genera 1.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—11.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
There has not been anything done in my front to-day. At 0.30 p. m.

there was heavy artillery firing on the right, which Major-General Ord,
oil my inquiring the cause, reported the enemy exiiloding a small mine
about forty yards in front of his left. So soon as I received this infor-

mation I put Hancock in motion to sustain Ord in case of an assault,

but the enemy did not make any and Hancock has returned. Belie\ ing
the enemy could not have made so great a mistake iii distance as forty

yards, I advised Ord that perhaps Ids object was to effect a lodgment
under cover of the crater at night, and suggested his keeping a warm

See Orel to Humphreys, reeeived 8.10 !>. m. August 5, p. 64.
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fire on the spot. Unfortuinitely, we liave no fire balls to illuminate the
ground. Perhaps the enemy may liave feared our mining' and ex^doded
this mine to blow in our supjjosed galleries. I understand from Ord his

casualties from the artillery firing Avas slight. There was some artillery

firing on Burnside’s front, adjacent to Ord, at the same time. I pre-

sumed Ord Avould or had reported this to you, or I should have earlier

advised you of the facts.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 5, 1864—11 a. m.
(Received 7 p. m.)

Quartermaster-General U . S. Army :

The last of Torbert’s division of cavalry left here at 0 this morning;
it numbered about 5,000. I am now shipping the ammunition and will

be loading and sending wagons constantly. Shall begin to embark
Wilson’s division at 12 m. to-day. We can embark them as rapidly as

the returning transports will permit.

R. INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster.

City Point, Va., August .5, 1864—2 p. m.
(Received 8.15 p. m.)

General M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster- General JJ. S. Army:

Will it be necessary to send the ambulances of the Sixth Corps and
Cavalry Corps to Washington? Can you supply what may be wanted
and shall those now here be retained? If those commands are to rejoin

this array shortly, the fewest number of wagons and ambulances con-

sistent with actual wants should be sent from here, as the transpor-

tation of them by water is a precarious matter. Please ascertain and
instruct me. Wilson’s division has begun to embark and will be sent
oft* as fast as vessels arrive. Our facilities for embarking are excellent.

We only require transports, and I presume they return as fast as pos-

sible.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier- General and. Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GeNERAL’S 1 lEPARTMENT,

August 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: We have received two deserters from the Eleventh Flor-
ida, Finegan’s brigade, who left their skirmish line last night about 0
o’clock. They are not intelligent, but seem to be truthful. They say
that they do not know much about the location of any troops exce])t-

ing their own division, but they seem to have heard of Heth’s and Wil-
cox’s as being there quite lately. They say that men from their brigade
pass backward and forward to the railroad and to Petersburg daily,

seeking opportunities to buy vegetables, and think that if any troops
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liad been sent south since the explosion of tlie mine they would have
heard of it. Some convalescents belonging to their brigade came within
a day or two from Richmond. They brought no news of the depar-
ture of any troops

j
said that Atlanta was being heavily shelled, and

that Early was in the Valley. They did not seem to understand in

Richmond that he had recrossed the Potomac. They know the loca-

tion of the fourteen-gun battery, or fort of ours toward the left of our
line, and they say that no mining operations whatever are going on in

front of it or anywhere, so hir as they know, on the right of their line.

They say that the enemy expect us to explode other mines. One of the
men went yesterday from Avhere his brigade lies, down the right of

their line to where there is fresh dirt thrown up every day in front of

the fourteen-gun fort spoken of, and is quite sure that no mining is

going on there. He says that the fresh dirt thrown up is merely for

the purpose of strengthening their batteries in position there. He saw
several parties with augurs boring at difterent x>laces intermediate the
position of his brigade and that opposite the fourteen-gun fort for

the purpose of sounding for our expected mines. I have a dispatch
from Lieutenant Davenport, of General Butler’s staff, saying that yes-

terday three deserters from General Butler’s front at Deep Bottom re-

ported Kershaw’s division to be near Deep Bottom. It would seem
that but one brigade of Kershaw’s division, namely, Kershaw’s old
brigade, moved from Deep Bottom as heretofore reported, and that was
stopped in the rear of Pickett’s division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE H. SHARPE,

Colonel, (&c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A deserter from the Second Maryland Battalion came
into the lines of the colored division of the Ninth Corps early this a. m.
This is the infantry battalion of the Maryland Line which lay all winter
at Hanover Junction. When our troops reached Cold Harbor this bat-
talion was added to the consolidated brigades of Archer and Walker,
in Heth’s division, the brigade being now commanded by Colonel Mayo,
of the Forty-seventh Virginia. This man (an Irishman) says that
Heth’s division lies opposite the colored division

j
that he does not think

Wilcox’s division has returned from the other side of the James yet;
that he has heard of no troo])s being sent south; that the enemy are
afraid of other mines which they understand we are going to explode;
that the troops of Heth’s division are gotten under arms at 2 o’clock

every night, and so keiit until some time after daylight; that they are
particularly afraid of an expected explosion to the (our) right of the
said colored division, Avhere a ravine comes up to a hill occupied by the
enemy; that he knows of no mining going on by the enemy anywhere
on this part of their line, but he has heard that somewhere on Beaure-
gard’s part of the line the enemy are preparing a mine. He has heard
no late news from Early, but heard yesterday that out West General
Stoneman was captured, with 500 ])risoners.

Very respectfully,

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, &c.
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Auau^T 5, 1864—9 a. m.
Captaiu Fisher:

Parties of enemy at work in the redoubts to-night left and rear of

Gregory house.
I. S. LYON,

Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Signal Station, Plank Boah,
August 5, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
No movements of enemy visible this morning.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 5, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following is respectfully forwarded

:

•Jordan’s House Station.
' The enemy has just put a battery of five guns in the redoubt in rear of White-
head’s.

T. R. CLARK,
Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEB,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 5, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: From the j)lank road signal station I have the following:

No movement of the enemy visible at this end of the line. No change apparent
when the heavy firing commenced in front of the Eighteenth Corps. The enemy
continued working during the day upon the work west of the Weldon railroad, also
at other points of their line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—10 p. m. (Received 6th.)

Genera! Meade :

General Birney has just sent me the following statement:

Prisoners from Hill’s corps state that to ])revent their march from Petersburg to
this i)oint l)eing observed from the tower on the A])pomattox, they were compelled
to avoid the turnpike and come by a circuitous route.

This was a voluntary statement.
WINIUD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5j 1864—6.45 j). m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs that you get your cori^s under
arms, and send two divisions to the rear of Ord’s left, the commander
reporting his arrival to General Ord, and holding the divisions ready
to support him.

A. A. HUMPHPvEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August A, 1864—7 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : I have received yonr dispatch of 0.45 p. m., and have
ordered MotCs and Miles’ divisions to proceed at once to General Ord’s
left, reporting on arrival to General Ord. General Mott will be in

command of the two divisions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,'

Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen.’ A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to report that my two divisions reported
to General Ord as directed. They were informed that their services

were not required, and are now returning to camp.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Army^ of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—8.20 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Everything continuing quiet. Yonr two divisions have been ordered
to return to their camps. It is not necessary to keep the corps under
arms. Possibly something may occur in the night. A small mine was
(‘xploded by the enemy about forty yards abreast of Ord’s line on its left

j

no harm done. Colonel Stedmau was dangerously wounded in tlie

tiring.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
A ugust 5^ 1864—7 p. m.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Brigadier-General Miles,

Commanding Divisions
,
Second Corps:

Generals: The major-general commanding directs that you move
yonr commands at once to the rear ot General Ord’s left (Eighteenth
Corps), reporting on arrival to General Ord. General Mott will take

command of botli divisions.

Very respectfully, voiir obedient servant,
FBANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant A djutant- Genera J.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that all is quiet in my front. Nothing
unusual occurred during the night.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Ho you know what that tiring is?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
The liring is to my right, toward the front of the Ninth and Eight-

eenth Cor])S.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- Gen er(d.

Headquarters Fifth Arma' Corps,
August 5, 1861—0 p. m.

General S. Williams:
I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired

in my front during the day. One deserter from Sixteenth Mississippi
was received and forwarded. Three hundred men are at work to-night
at Battery Tilton.

(J. K. WARREN,
Major- Geiieral,
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Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps

:

Sir: I have reason to know that should you consolidate the corps as
suggested, and form the old First into a division, that General Ayres
would not be unwilling but pleased to be its commander, provided the
order was made without consulting him. He would not seek for it. I

think the troops would all be willing to serve under him; they might
not be under some other one. As there is little doing now, could it not
be done as well now as at any time, if at all ? So far as I am concerned,
1 would prefer to have it done now than at a later period, provided I

could bring about the arrangement which has been suggested in our
conversations. I might get rid of a little toasting in this hot sun.

Very respectfully,

L. CUTLEK,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864. (Received 9 a. m.)

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- Centeral

:

I have the honor to report the ordinary state of affairs on my line.

Abatis was put down and the work strengthened in other ways. The
night was unusually quiet as regards firing.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- Geiieral.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Before Fetetsburg, Fu., August 5, 1864.

General Seth Williams,,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General : I have the honor to submit, for the information of the
general commanding, the following statement in regard to the mine:
The main gallery is uninjured clear up to the tamping, which extends
back tliirty-five feet from the end of the gallery. Side galleries could
be started from a point twenty-five feet this side of the tamping, run-
ning off* diagonally to the enemy’s works on either side of the old crater.

If the commanding general desires to make use ofmining in connection
with the operations of the army against Petersburg, this work could
be done in a few days.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your ol)edieiit

servant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- Genera /, Comman ding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major-General Burnside,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

Is that firing of artillery and musketrv on your front? W^'liat is it?

A. HUMITIREYS,
Major-General and Chief of tStajf.
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General Humphreys:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Part of it is. I have sent out to see. We heard no musketry here.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—7.45 p. m.

General Humphrea'S:
The enemy exploded a mine in front of General Ames’ division. The

understanding- is the mine exploded short and did not reach our works
or do any damage. Firing started at once and extended to our First

Division front, but amounted to very little.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—9 x). m.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred
on my front during the past twelve hours. New abatis has been cut
and will be laid to-night. All the information we have in regard to the
firing this afternoon has already been given.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ninth Army Corps,
No. 38. )

August d, 1864.

I. By direction of major-general commanding the Ninth Corps I
hereby assume the command of First Division, Ninth Army Corps.

II. The following are announced as forming, until further orders, the
staff* of this division, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly:
Capt. C. J. Mills, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, acting assistant
adjutant-general

j
Maj. S. Hovey, jr.. Twenty-first Massachusetts Vol-

unteers, division inspector; Surg. M. K. Hogan, U. S. Volunteers,
surgeon -in-chief; Capt. J. S. Tobey, Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volun-
teers, acting assistant quartermaster; Capt. T. Y. England, U. S.

Volunteers, commissary of subsistence; Capt. J. W. Hudson, Thirty-
fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, engineer officer; Capt. George C. Parker,
Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, provost-marshal; Capt. E. R.
Lewis, Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, acting ordnance officer.

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General^ U. aV. Volunteers.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Beterslmrg, Va., August J, 1864—8 p. m.

Lieut. Col. L. Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- Generaf Ninth Army Corjrs :

Colonel: I have the honor to rc])ort that everytliing has been quiet
along my line during the past twelve hours, except tliat immediately
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after the explosion in front of the Eighteenth Corps on our right, the
enemy shelled our lines vigorously for about half an hour, causing
some casualties. Some of the pickets on the right of our line ran in at

the time of the explosion, but the line was immediately re-established.

An officer of the Third Maryland Yolunteers reports, from his own
observation, that the advanced sap driven by the Eighteenth Corps,
near the enemy’s works, was blown up by the enemy. Our men had
notice of the explosion in time to save themselves, very few being
injured.

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. WHITE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Second Division, ISIinth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Coiys:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that nothing of importance oc-

curred on my front in the past twelve hours. Work is continued on the
defenses, and the abatis is nearly completed. A detail of 500 men has
been at work since 7 o’clock last evening on Fort Morton.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EOBEET B. POTTEE,

Brigadier- General. Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Ya., Atigust 5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that there has been no move-
ment on our front in the last twelve hours, and almost entire quiet has
prevailed. The cannonading of the enemy in front of the Eighteenth
Corps extended partially to our front, Avhere, howcA^er, there was but
little firing.

I am, colonel, very resx)ectfully, your obedient servant,
EOBEET B. POTTEE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Head(,)UArters Caa^alra^ Corps,
August 5, 1864

Col. J. Irvin Grego,
Commanding tSecond Division, Cavalry Corps:

Colonel: The general commanding directs that you dispose the
brigades and regiments of the Second I liAusion, as follows: Four regi-

ments of one brigade, not less than 1,200 men, on the left of the army,
the ihcket-line of this force to connect with the left of our infantry and
extend around to the jdank road, as now established; ])atrols Avill also

be sent from this force from McCann’s to the Lee’s Mill road, and the
road connecting these jiointsAvill be])icketedfor somedistance, asalso the
])lank road to the ])oint where the x)icket-line strikes it. One regiment
of the brigade Avill be iiosted in front of McCann’s, on the Norfolk rail-
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road. Tills regiment will throw a pi(*ket forward on the i^orfolk road
to its intersection with the Lee’s Mill and Prince George Court-House
road, and also on the road leading from McCann’s on the north side of

the Norfolk railroad to Lee’s Mill and Prince George Court-House road.

The patrols and vedettes of this brigade will be so iiosted as to cover all

roads upon which any force of the enemy might approach the left or rear

of the army, and the greatest vigilance will be required on their part

to discover such advance. Everything of importance concerning the
movements of the enemy will be at once communicated to these head-
quarters. Brigade and regimental commanders will familiarize them-
selves with the country in which they may be doing duty, as also the posi-

tion of our infantry troops in their rear, this last that important infor-

mation may be communicated to the nearest commander ofsuch troops.

The brigade on duty on the left of the army w ill be supplied with rations

and forage for three days. The remaining brigade of the Second Divi-

sion will be placed in camp near Birchett’s on the City Point road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. KINGSBHKY, ejR.,

Assist(mt Adjutant- Geiieral.

Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps,
City Pointy August 5, 1864—10 a. m.

Col. T. S. Bowers:
(Care Captain Leet, Washington.)

My division is ordered to Washington. Please have all the men
belonging to it now there collected, and those dismounted supplied with
horses at once. I would also like the Eighth Illinois Cavalry reassigned
to me and be put in readiness to join the command as soon as it gets

there.

J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier- Genera 1.

Orders.] Hdqrs. Third Division, Cavalry Corps,
City Pointy Va., August 5, 1864.

I. The division will embark in the following order as fast as trans-

ports are furnished: First, First Brigade, General McIntosh com-
manding; second. Second Brigade, Gen. George H. Chapman; third,

Pennington’s battery, Second U. S. Artillery; fourth, Fitzhugh’s bat-

tery, Fourth IJ. S. Artillery; fifth, transportation.
II. Brigade commanders will give their personal attention to the

embarkation of their commands; seeing that no time is lost; that the
men are provided with three days’ rations, and that proper means are
taken to insure discipline and comfort while in transit.

III. Eighty rounds of ammunition to a man will be carried in the
cartridge-boxes and on the horses.

IV. As soon as the men will be embarked, arms, accouterments, and
clothing will be put in the best possible order, in anticipation of an
active campaign.

V. The division quartermaster and inspector are charged with super-

intending the execution of this order.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIEBERT,

Assis tant Adjutan t- General.
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Headquarters,
In the Field, August 5, 1864—9 a. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Washington, F. C.

:

I sent Graham up and burnt Seddon’s house in retaliation for burn-
ing the house of Mr. Blair. He went within a mile and a half of Fred-
ericksburg and saw no enemy. All quiet.

BENJ. F. BLTLEE,
Major-General.

Headquarters,
In the Field, August 5, 1864—9 a. m.

Hon. Montgomery Blair :

I sent General Graham with the army gun-boats and burned Sed-
don’s house near Fredericksburg in retaliation for the burning of yours.

That house has been in our hands several times and has been spared.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 5, 1864—5 m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 4.45 p. m.
a train of sixteen cars, partly loaded with troops, passed the Junction

toward Richmond.”
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NORTON,
CaiHain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
August 5, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following message was signaled from the rebel signal

station near Cox’s Ferry, and read by the signal officer at the Water
Battery

:

Colonel M.

:

I have orders to open on any and everything, so you may expect to hear from us in

a day or two.
S.,

Major.

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Very resfiectfully, &c..
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864—6 p. m. (Eeceived 7 p. m.)

Captain Norton:
Enemy have opened fire from Rowlett’s battery on the Water Bat-

tery. Shots fall short.

C. S. DANA,
Captain^ &c.

General Birney:
Do not reply to Howlett’s battery until they seem to get the range.

B. E. BUTLEE,
Major-General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—6.45 p. on.

Major-General Ord,
Coononaoiding Eighteeoitli Corps:

General Hancock is ordered to send two divisions to your left to sup-

port you if you need it; the other will follow if required. If the affair

should be over before they reach you, send a staff officer to meet them
and turn them back. The commander of the two divisions is ordered
to inform you of his arrival.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General aoid Chief of Staff.

Headquarters .Army of the Potomac,
Augoist 5, 1864—6.45 p. on.

Major-General Ord,
Coomnaoiding Eighteeoitli Corps:

Major-General Meade wishes to know what the firing in your front

amounts to ?

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864. (Eeceived 7 p. m.,

Maior-General Meade:
A blast of a mine apparently exploded some fifteen minutes ago, fol-

lowed by musketry on the left of my line. The heavy musketry lasted

but a short time. Since then there has been heavy cannonading along
the line and to my left. I have sent staff officers to the front to notify

me of the location of the mine if on my line.

E. O. C. OED,
Major- Geoieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—7 p.

Major-General Ord,
Commaoiding Eighteenth Corps

:

Do you mean that a mine was sx)rung on your left?

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
A'lKjust 5, 1864, (Keceivecl 7.15 p. m.)

General Meade :

There appears to be no assault on my front. The explosion seemed
to be on Burnside’s right or my left. Keconnoitering ijarties are out,

and I expect exact report in a few minutes. Where are the divisions

of Hancock’s corps to be met sliould 1 have occasion to send to them ?

E. O. 0. OKD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army op the Potomac,
Anif iist 5, 1864—7.25 _/>. m.

Major-General Ord,
Comrnanding Eighteenth Corps :

Hancock was directed to send his two divisions to the rear of yqur
left and the commander to report his arrival to you. Hancock’s corps
is camped near the Deserted House where he was before he crossed the
James.

• A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
^ August 5, 1864. (Eeceived 8.10 p. m.)

General Humphreys:
There was a small mine exploded about 7 o’clock forty yards in front

of my leftj no damage to our works. There Avas no assault. Loss so

far appears trifling, except Colonel Stedman dangerously wounded by
a canister-shot. My line is intact

5
all reserves ordered back to camp.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General of Volunteers.

(Copy to General Butler.)

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 5, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General OrT),
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

Everything remaining quiet, the major-general commanding has
ordered General Mott, commanding the tAAD divisions of the Second
Corps, to return to camj)

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Araia^ of the Potoaiac,
August 5, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Ord :

The enemy must have some object in exploding tlie mine in your
front. They could not make the mistake in distance rei)orted, forty

yards. 1 should rather judge they intend to-night to make a lodgment
and occupy and extend the crater. If I could get or make any hre-

balls I would throAv them, and keep a pretty sharp fire on the crater.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864. (Eeceived 9.10 p. m.)

General Meade:
I liave no fire or light balls, but will take what measures I can to

prevent a lodgment according to your suggestions.
E. O. C. OED,

Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 5, 1864.

General Butler :

Colonel Stedman^s wound is very severe. Can he not be recom-
mended by telegraph for a brevet brigadier ?

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac,
August 5

,
1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

General: The general commanding directs that you make the
following dispositions of your command, viz: One regiment, as at

l)resent, to be posted at Sycamore Church
;
one regiment to be posted

at Zion Church. From this regiment a strong picket to be posted at

the point where you at present connect with the Second Division.

Pickets will also be sent to the right to the cross-roads about one
mile south of Zion Church. All roads leading to Prince George
Court-House will be covered by patrols or vedettes. The remaining
regiments of your division will be kept in camp near Birchett’s.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. KINGSBUEY, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 6‘, 1864—12 m.

Major-General Meade :

The following is sent for your information :

The signal officer on the Spring Hill station reports that at 11.45 a. m. about
1,000 cavalry and eighty ambulances and wagons passed the Junction on a road
beyond the turnpike going toward Richmond.

Eespectfully,
B. F. BUTLEE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 6‘, 1864.

General Butler:
Did you telegraph to General Grant about the reported movement of

rebel troops toward Eichmond to-day?

5 R R—VOL XL II, PT 11

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Maj. Gen. George G. Meade:

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 6, 1864.

I have not. Shall make a report to-night of all movements during
the day. Bine not working last night.

BENJ. F. BUTLEK,
Major- General.

Quartermaster-General’s Office,
Washington^ D. C'., August 6^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. Ingalls,
Chief Quartermaster^ the.. City Point:

General Kucker says do not send the ambulances until after the 300
wagons, teams, and drivers, which are most needed, are shipped. By
that time he will be able to decide whether the ambulances will be nec-

essary. Transports, I am assured, are not detained here twenty min-
utes after unloading. Georgianna, Kennebec, Balloon, and Charleston
leave Baltimore this morning for City Point. Orders in regard to for-

age given as requested.
M. 0. MEIGS,

Quartermaster- General and Brevet Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 6j 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of 8taff

:

General: Kine deserters from Finegan’s (Florida) brigade came in

this morning. They report that the enemy are not mining on the front

of their division; that they are merely strengthening their works.
They say that yesterday two heavy Parrott guns were being mounted
in the fort near the old Chimneys. One deserter from Heth’s division,

who came in this morning, reports that his division is lying on the
right of Mahone’s, extending to the railroad near the lead-works, but
can give no other information.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captaiii and Assistajit Provost-Marshal.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brig., 3d Div., 2d Corps,
No. 2. ) August 6, 1864.

The colonel commanding desires to congratulate the troops upon the
promptness with which they assembled last night at the call to arms.
It gave evidence of a spirit highly commendable and worthy of soldiers

in the great cause in which we are engaged. To be thus prompt is the
battle won. Hereafter in these sudden calls to arms the first regiment
formed will liave the honor of leading the column.
By command of Col. Eobert McAllister:

W. J. KUSLIXG,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 6‘, 1864. (Keceived 11 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the hoDor to report all quiet in my front during the night.

Seven deserters from Florida brigade were received this morning and
forwarded.

G. K. WARKENT,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August d, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Williams:
I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet in my

front to-day. A detail of 300 men is at work at Battery Tilton to-

night.

G. K. WARRER,
Major- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August d, 1864.

I have the honor to report that all was quiet on my line during the
night, and everything much as usual.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major-General.

[AUGrUST 6, 1864.—For Burnside to Stanton, relative to composition
of the Court of Inquiry ordered to examine into the affair of July 30,

see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 531.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August d, 1864.

Major-General Burnside,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

1 am instructed to say that the major-general commanding has heard
that during the recent flag of truce Colonel Thomas, commanding bri-

gade in the Fourth Division of the Ninth Corps, was taken by the
enemy and detained some twenty-two hours. The major-general com-
manding desires to know whether you have any knowledge of this

matter, and, if so, what the particulars are.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of istaff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Augtist d, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

General: Your letter of the 5th instant, in relation to the condition
of the mine recently exploded in your front, has been laid before the
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major-general commanding, by whom I am directed to say in reply
that it is not at present in contemplation to make any further use of

the mine in connection with the operations in front of Petersburg.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 6, 1864. (Keceived 9.20 p. m.)

General Williams:
All has been quiet on my front to-day. At present some little mortar

firing is going on. One of my battery commanders reports as follows:

The rebels appear to have some movement on foot. They have been leaving the
breast-works to our front and left in squads of three or four during the afternoon,
being equipped with knapsacks and muskets. There has been a cloud of dust be-

hind the woods, as if troops were moving, but I could not say in what direction. It

is my opinion they were moving to our left.

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major-General.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg

^

Fu., Aitgust 6j 1864—8 p. m.

Lieut. Col. L. Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps :

Colonel: I have the honor to report everything quiet along my
front for the past twelve hours. A working party, under the direction

of Captain Hudson, division engineer officer, has been ordered to con-

struct a covered way leading to the right of our picket-line, which will

render access to it perfectly secure.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. WHITE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Arma^ Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 6, 1864.

Brigadier-General Hartranft,
Commanding First Brigade:

Yon will relieve the troops of Colonel Humphrey’s brigade now in

the trenches with your command to-night. Colonel Humphrey will

furnish the number equivalent to the Fifty-first Pennsylvania Volun-
teers from his brigade.
By order of Brigadier-General Willcox

:

EOBT. A. HUTCHINS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

August 6, 1864—8.30 a. m.
Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War

:

At 6.30 p. m. yesterday the enemy sprang a small mine in front of

the Eighteentli Corps, near Petersburg, about forty yards in front of our
works. They did not make an assault. A fresh artillery fire was
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opened along tlie whole of our line. The casualties small. I regret to

say that Colonel Stedman, Eleventh Connecticut, is dangerously
wounded. I beg leave to renew my application that he receive promo-
tion by brevet for gallant and meritorious services. Our lines are

intact, and all is quiet in front of Petersburg. The enemy opened
upon us from the Hewlett house battery. No loss.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE.

Headquarters,
A u(just 6^ 1864—9.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Washington

:

All has been quiet to-day. Eegular shelling going on before Peters-

burg. At noon 1,000 cavalry and 80 wagons passed Junction toward
Eichmond. Eichmond papers of this morning. No news save that a
landing has been made on Dauphin Island near Mobile and an attack
begun on Fort Gaines. August 3, Macon Confederate, late Atlanta
Appeal, says the country will be glad to learn that our army has been
re-enforced by many thousand veteran troox)s; that all thoughts of

giving up Atlanta have vanished.
BENJ. F. BUTLEE,

Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 1864—10.30 a. m.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 10.15 a.

m. he saw a train of thirty wagons pass tlie Junction on turnpike toward
Eichmond.

Very respectfully, &c., ^

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 6‘, 1864—1.35 p. in

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The signal officer at the Water Battery station reports
that at 1.15 p. in. a large force of cavalry was seen to our left of
enemy’s pontoon going north.”

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NOETON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
AlignSt 6, 1864—8.50.

Captaiu Norton:
The enemy have unmasked three more guns on their left of Howlett

battery.

G. S. DANA,
Cajitain^ Signal Corps.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 22. ( In the Field., near llateher^Sj Va.., August 6, 1864.

The following communication, received from the major-general com-
manding the department, is promulgated for the information of this

command. The descriptive rolls of the volunteers will be made out and
forwarded to these headquarters by 10 a. m. on Monday. It is hoped
that the full number of volunteers required from the Tenth Corps will

be forthcoming: •

Headquarters Departmext of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, Fa., August 6, 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

I propose to call tor volunteers to flo a laliorions piece of digo-ing and making of
earth-works, which I wish to be performed with efficiency and celerity. I want 1,000
men for that purpose. Will yon please call for volunteers from your corps under
these circumstances and with these limitations? Volunteers are wanted, to labor
continuously, not exceeding twenty days, in digging and moving earth. There will

be employed not to exceed 1,200 men. They will be worked seven hours and a half
a day, in two reliefs—one working from 5 to 12.30, the other from 12.30 to 7.30. For
this labor they will be paid eight cents each hour extra, and as it is fatigue duty a
ration of half a gill of whisky will be served out to such as desire it each day, or
its worth added to the pay of such as do not desire it. Laziness or inattention to
duty will be punished by "dismissal from the work and being returned to the regi-

ment, with forfeiture of the pay earned. They will be paid for the first ten days at

the expiration of that time, and the remainder as soon as the work is finished, which
is not expected to exceed ten days more. The captain of each company will give an
exact descriptive roll of the men volunteering, and when ordered will have the squad
of volunteers ready to report under the charge of some competent non-commissioned
officer, who is expected to labor with his squad. The details will be reported on
Monday morning next, and will be ready to march on Tuesday morning. Your order
will be read carefully at the head of each company at two company parades, and
volunteers called for. It is not expected to take more than 600 men from your corps,
if so many will volunteer. I propose to call for an equal volunteer force from the
Eighteenth Army Corps.

I have the honor to be, very truly yours,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General, Commanding.

By command of Alaj. Gen. D. B. Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brig., 1st Div., IOth A. C.,

No. 20. \ Deep Bottom, Va., August 6, 1864.

In view of an attack upon this position, the following dispositions

will be made and the following orders govern the troops of this com-
mand :

I. The pickets if attacked will be exiiected to hold the line now
established against the enemy’s pickets or skirmishers, unless the
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enemy’s line is supported by bodies of troops and the attack assumes
the aspect of a general assault, and they will be re-enforced for this

purpose, if necessary, and unless otherwise ordered will'be under the
direction of the officer of the day, who will be held responsible for the
faithful execution of the foregoing paragraph of this order.

II. If the attack is in force and by superior numbers they will grad-
ually retire, fighting as skirmishers, taking advantage of the ground
and trees, thus keeping the enemy at bay until proper dispositions can
be made of the troops in camp.

III. If they should be forced back of the slashing on the right it

will be set on fire by orders from these headquarters, but not until all

hope has passed of our ability to hold it.

lY. In case the pickets should retire within the intrenched line they
will, unless otherwise ordered, report to their respective regiments, to

be disposed of by their commanding officers.

V. All dismounted troops in the command, and who are in camp and
not otherwise disposed of, will, unless otherwise ordered, be formed
under arms and take positions in the intrenchments nearest their

respective camps, covering as much of the line as possible by deploy-
ment in the breast-works, and await further orders.

YI. The detachment of First New York Mounted Kifles will be pre-

pared to mount and will await orders from these headquarters.
YII. The artillery will commence firing as soon as any bodies of the

enemy’s troops appear in view when they can fire without endangering
the safety of our skirmishers.

YIII. The foregoing will govern the action of commanders in case of
an attack unless otherwise ordered.
By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster

:

[J. M. BAENAED, Jr.,]

LievteMant and Aide- de- Camp.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 6y 1864—9 a. m.

General Meade:
The engineer officer reports that the exidosion last night must have

been occasioned by a mistake of the enemy thinking we were mining
from hearing our picks in a sap near the Crater. The Crater is not in

a place likely to be occupied by them. Colonel Stedman died this

morning about 7.30.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 6', 1864.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff

:

Engineer officer reports, after a reconnaissance, tliat the enemy must
have blown up a counter mine, believing we liad a mine upon them
from our picking in a sap nearly over them. The Crater is not in a
place likely to be occupied by them. Colonel Stedman died fifteen

minutes ago.

OED,
Major-General.
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General Orders, ) EIdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 99. ) Near Petersburg^ Fo., August 6’, 1864.

I. Division commanders Avill cause the details for duty in tlie line

of trendies to be made so as to bave one-balf tlieir commands on such
duty, tlie other half being held in reserve. They will make careful

personal insi)ection of the number reported from each regiment avail-

. able for such duty, and see that every able-bodied man present, with
the exception of cooks, clerks, and orderlies, has his tour of duty in

the trenches, and that the number of exceiitions are reduced to the
minimum.

II. It is ordered that an issue of quinine in the whisky will be made
daily. Division commanders will give such orders to the surgeons in

chief of their resiiective commands as will at once cause the necessary
quantity of quinine to be issued. The surgeons in chief of brigades
must see that the quinine and whisky is properly mixed for issue, and
the brigade commanders Avill be held responsible that the same is prop-
erly issued. Division commanders will direct a staff officer to ascer-

tain by personal inspection that this is done and every dereliction will

be at once reported.
III. Every iirecaution will be taken to prevent sickness, protect the

men from the lire of the enemy, and to otherwise reduce the loss of

effective strength. AYhen in reserve details should be made to build
proper shade for the reserve cami)s. Regular inspections of the wells

and springs from which the men obtain their water should be made to

see that they are kept in a proper state of cleanliness, and that sen-

tinels are placed over them to prevent their being injured or defiled.

IV. Division commandei*s will ascertain, and forward a report to these
headquarters, if the medical force of their respective commands is

sufiicieilt and efficient. Great care and attention to this matter is nec-

essary on account of the increasing sickness throughout the command.
N. This order must be read to each regiment of this cordis when in

reserve.

By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:
WILLIAM RUSSELL, Jr.,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fort Powhatan, A^igust 6^ 1864.

General B. F. Butler:
I think there is a considerable force of rebels between here and Swan

Point, led by Roger A. Pryor. Two of colored cavalry repairing tele-

grai)h line were killed last night and one missing. The line, however, is

in working order.

G. S. INNIS,
Colonel 133d Ohio National Guard Regiment^ Conidg. Post.

Fort Powhatan, August tf, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding Department of North Carolina and Virginia

:

General: Negroes say they saw at least 100 men. Their horses
were hitched in the woods, and the men were formed along the road in

a ditch or rifie-pits. One free negro said they captured him; took him
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into their lines; "showed him their men, and told him they had 80

or 100 men. This was last evening about sunset. This morning I can-

not find or hear of them. If I can find out anything certain about
them I will telegraph you. Several citizens have recently come in vol-

untarily and asked to be allowed to take the oath of allegiance to the

Government of the United States. Shall I have it administered to all

that ask it if I believe them to be acting in good faith?

I am, very respectfully, general, your most obedient servant,

G. S. INNIS,
Colonel^ Commanding Post.

August 6
,
1864.

Colonel Sanders :

I have assigned you to duty in Norfolk as provost-marshal because I

have confidence in your judgment, integrity, and personal habits to

correct abuses which exist there. The great vices of the officers are

whoring and drinking, neither of wliich can be interfered with, of course,

unless they interfere with duties or are open and public. Officers seen
riding in the streets with notorious women will be arrested at once,

whatever may be their rank. Drunkenness in public will be at once
arrested, no matter what are the staggering insignia of officer. I will

support and sustain you, rest assured. 1 doubt not you have a kind
heart, but in dealing with offenders it is the worst quality a man can
have. Another matter which is suffered to go unchecked is brawling
and talking in public places against the Government and its officers.

That is not permissible in a garrison. There is no freedom of speech
there, whatever there maybe elsewhere. There is hardly a person who
has a permit to sell liquor who does not violate it. Get the general order
and make the retailers live up to it, specially innholders and restaurants.

Yours, truly,

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., August 6, 1864.
Colonel Savage,

Camp Palmer:

The troops on outpost from Ked house to Neuse road are: Eed house,
30 men, 2 officers; Reserve, Neuse road, 94 men, 3 officers

;
Beech Grove,

09 men, 2 officers; Camp One hundred and thirty-second New York, 42()

men, 23 officers; Troops B andD, Twelfth New York Cavalry, mounted
men, 41 men, 4 officers. The above is the aggregate, except Troops B
and D. Men of the Ninety-ninth New York are leaving daily to be
mustered out.

G. H. HITCHCOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel 132d New York.

August 0, 1804—9 a. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher:

All quiet. No movement. Large parties of enemy engaged on works
in Avoods in rear of Chimneys. Wagons hauling trees to front line of
works.

WAETS,
t Lieutenant.



74 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 6, 1864—1:2.15 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The following dispatches were received an hour wsince, but
delayed until I could ascertain the probable number and direction of

the moving column :

Walthall House Station.

The enemy’s signal officer reports movements of a four-gun battery near Battery No.
5 going toward our front; the battery is probably Captain Ashby’s (Battery E, Third
New York). A column of infantry is moving on the Richmond road. Will report
more definitely in a short time.

C. L. DAVIS,
Captain and Signal Officer.

The column of infantry reported moving toward the right was an hour and a half
passing a point on the Richmond road, north 40 degrees west from here, and was
followed by upward of thirty wagons. The rear of the train j^assed at 10.30.

C. L. DAVIS,
^ Captain and Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Probably a division of infantry going to the enemy’s pontoon bridge
over the James.

A. A. H.

August 6
,
1864—11.30 a. m.

Major Fisher:
Thirty more wagons have just passed the same point on Eichmond

road by which the column of infantry marched, moving to the right.

About thirty-five cavalrymen just passed the open space back of White-
head’s Factory, going toward the city.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain., the.

August 6, 1804—7.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Fotomac:

A long column of smoke rising north 76 degrees west from here and
at least ten miles distant. The woods along the railroad have been
burning to-day to the right of a point north 68 degrees west from
here. The enemy’s signal officer has just reported a regiment of

cavalry crossing the pontoon bridge to this side; also about 100 cav-

alry going into camp near Cobb’s, and no boats seen on the river.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain., &c.

Jordan’s House Station,
August 6, 1864—

5

p. m.
Major Fisher :

The enemy have put a battery of five guns in the redoubt in rear of

Whitehead’s.
T. E. CLAEK,

Captain, ffic.
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Signal Station, Plank Eoad,
August 6, 1864—7 p. m.

Captain Castle :

No columns of troops observed moving to-day. More than ibe usual

amount of wagons passed and repassed on line of Weldon railroad dur-

ing the day. Operations on enemy^s works continue at different points

on the line.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Station near Gibbon’s House,
August 6', 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

The enemy have been busy most of the day strengthening works
south-southeast of Petersburg, same as reported last evening. A heavy
fatigue party busy all day carrying light timbers through a cut about
twenty rods to right of above works and disappearing in woods a short

distance left of white house. No movements of account visible in

enemy’s line from this point. Some dust seen during afternoon south
and west of city. Camps and wagon parks same as yesterday.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Plank Road Signal Station,
A^igust 6\ 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Two trains of eight wagons each moved to our left this a. m. About

same number of wagons toward Petersburg at 6 p. m. No change in

camps. Quite an amount of logs and rails carried in the unformed
work northwest of station.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 7, 1864—1 p. m. (Received 9 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Washington

:

The following is forwarded for what it is worth:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac.
Provost-Marshal-GenekaUs Department,

August 7, 1864.
Major-General Humphreys:
Three citizen refugees were forwarded to these headquarters this morning, who

left Petersburg last evening at 6 o’clock. One of them was a miller, another a rail-

road employ^, and the third a grocer—all citizens of the town. They left the city
on a hand-car, going down the railroad as far as Reams’ Station, where they were
piloted into our lines hy a negro. We think they are all right. They give hut little

information. They state that the Danville road has been in operation about two
weeks, but that very little freight is received on it. On the Weldon road they have
lately been bringing up large supplies of corn and baeon. They believe all three
corps of the enemy to be here. What portion of them is on the north side of the
Appomattox they are unable to say. They are not informed that any force has been
sent away from here either to Early or to Georgia. Petersburg is nearly deserted,
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but very few residents remain, and they are all in the upper part of the town. Many
of the inhabitants are living in tents in the woods above the city. The shelling has
done considerable damage. They understood the divisions of cavalry under Fitz-
hugh Leo and W. H. F. Lee were both on the right of Lee’s army, extending as far

as Reams’ Station. Saw quite a large force of cavalry on this side Reams’ Station,
about half a mile from the station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. BABCOCK.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 7, 1864—noon.

(Received 9 p. m.)

Major-General Meigs,
Quartermaster- General

:

About half of Wilson’s division, 1,800 horses and men, has been
embarked, and 130 wagons. Some few ambulances were shipped before
the receipt of your dispatch of 2 j). m. yesterday. No more until

required. I sent lists of transports, with statement of capacity for

carrying troops, by mail this morning for your information. It shows
that if all should be assembled at any one point there would be
enough for a corps of 25,000 men, with twelve batteries of artillery.

I am just informed by the Bureau of Information that ^‘no rebel

troops have left our front recently.” I know the enemy keeps vigilant

watch on our transports as they pass up and down the river. He has
lookout stations for the purpose. He has opened on them with artil-

lery frequently from Wilcox’s Landing. Will you please have a light-

boat placed at Kettle Bottom Shoals? I applied for this some time
ago to General Grant, and asked also that the Navy be requested to

have the buoys in the Potomac and James Rivers replaced where nec-

essary.

RUFUS INGALLS.

Office Bureau of Information,
In the Field, August 7, 1864—6.50 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy Frovost-Marshal- General, General Meade'^s Hdqrs.

:

A deserter reports Kershaw’s division to be directly in our front

here, in the rear of Pickett’s division, ready to re-enforce either across

the James or the Appomattox. This is positive, as he, as well as others,

talked with and saw men from the division. Do you desire me to send
you the deserters, as well as their information, or is their information
sufficient?

JOHN I. DAVENPORT,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

August 7, 1864—5 p. m.
Captain Fisher:

All quiet in enemy’s works this day. A heavy column of dust arose
above woods to west of this station. It continued two hours and a
half, but the cause of it could not be seen from tliis station.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.
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Station near Gibbon’s House,
August 7, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Signal Officer., Army of the Potomac

:

Nothing of unusual interest has been noticed from station to-day.

Scattering column of infantry, probably 100 strong, marching to the
left

5
was noticed at a point west-by-north of station on a road throng] i

a corn-field. Work has been suspended on the rebel works during the
day. Apparent cessation of hostilities on the center of the Eighteenth
Corps line. Both pickets were on their works apparently engaged in

conversation, but went in their works at 4.15.

B. W. MABGY.

Station near Gibbon’s House,
Atigust 7, 1864—6 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

Nothing of importance noticea in front of this station to-day. A
cessation of hostilities in front of center of Eighteenth Corps between
3 and 4 this p. m., pickets of both sides appearing openly on their

works. Artillery in front of right of Ninth Corps engaged between
hours of 3.30 and 4.30 p. m.

A. C. JOKDAN,
Sergeant.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
August 7, 1864—7 p. m.

Captain Castle :

A new work commenced in rear of second line of works and directly

in rear of Gregory’s house from station. Few shots exchaiiged from
battery on our front and battery on right of plank road. Unusually
quiet along enemy’s lines. No visible change in camps.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 7, 1864—7.20 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : 1 have the honor to report that one of my lookouts saw
this evening dust rising from a road to the right of the lead-works and
leading into Petersburg. The dust extended about the distance of

half a mile along the road. At one point he was able to see the column
for a few minutes and to distinguish that it was infantry. It passed
through the city and apparently halted upon reaching the left bank of

the Appomattox. He supposed it to have been a brigade of about 2,000

men. An officer on another station saw the same bank of dust, and
states that it seemed to be rising from the road for over two hours, but
the above account is the clearest I have had. No evening report yet
from the iilank road station, which may throw more light upon it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEK,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer,
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 205. ) Before Fetershurg, Va.j August 7, 1864.*******

3. The Fourth New York Heavy Artillery is assigned to the First
Division of the corps, and will report accordingly.*******
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FEANCIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 7, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred in ray

front during the past night. Considerable picket-firing in front of the
command on my right.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Two deserters have just been sent in by General Crawford. One of
them is an artilleryman, and can give information as to the planting
of some heavy gnus by the enemy in front of our position near the
plank road. I send these men up.

G. K. WAEEEN,
/ Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to rejiort everything quiet in my front to-day. A
detail of 300 men is at work to-night at Battery Tilton.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General,! Conimanding,

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 194. ] August 7, 1864.*******

2. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the Poto-
mac, the Twenty-second Eegiment of Massachusetts Volunteers will

proceed, with the least practicable delay, to re])ort to Brig. Gen. E.
Ingalls, chief quartermaster, at City Point, for temporary duty at the
repair depot.
By command of Major-General Warren

:

FKED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General,



CilAP. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 79

. Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 7, 1864,

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

j
Fifth Army Corps:

Colonel: Two deserters came mto my lines last night—one, named
Burton, belonged to Pegram’s artillery battalion, Letcher’s battery,

the other to the Eighth Alabama. The former being an intelligent

man I proceeded with him to the front, and have obtained the fol-

lowing information : Besting on the left of the plank road and about
400 yards from the enemy’s lines is a battery of two 36-pounders
concealed by cedars. Pits are being dug for three 62-pounders at the

same spot. McIntosh’s battalion of four companies is in the work op-

posite our work on Bartlett’s front. To the enemy’s right of that work
are four Napoleons, under Captain Dement, of Baltimore. Eight mor-
tars have been placed in the crater produced by the explosion on the
30th instant. The enemy’s infantry does not extend farther to our left

than the barn near the new fort lately reported. Beyond that as far

as the lead-works the lines are held by Pegram’s battalion of artillery.

The enemy has about twenty-one guns between the Gregory house and
the lead-works. He has but one 3-inch rifled gun in the new work
opposite and beyond our left. The lead-works are used as a commis-
sary department and have large supplies. They are guarded by two
regiments of Kirkland’s brigade, of Heth’s division. North Carolina
troops. He states that the mine exploded by the enemy on Friday was
generally considered to be a failure, but that there is another near that
point and which is intended to destroy the battery that fires upon the
city. He reports that the artillery of Hill’s corjis consists of five bat-

talions, Colonel Walker, chief of artillery, commanding. These bat-

talions are Pegram’s, five companies, twenty-one guns; McIntosh’s,
four companies, number of guns not known; Johnson’s, five compa-
nies, number of guns not known; Garnett’s, four companies. Major
Beilly commanding; , four companies, commander’s name not
remembered. The concealed battery of 32-pounders bears upon a train

on the plain in front of your headquarters. This man states that the
enemy can see our troops or batteries passing that point.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. CBAWFOBD,
Brigadier- General, Commandmg.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 7, 1864. (Beceived 6.30 a. m.)

General Humphrey's:
Your dispatch in reference to Colonel Thomas received. It is the

fact that Colonel Thomas was taken prisoner, and I had supposed that
the information had gone to the headquarters Army of the Potomac.
Upon investigation I find that the report stating the fact was delayed
for more explicit information, which I directed my inspector-general to

lirocure, and by vsome oversight this information has not been for-

warded, but will be early this morning. It was of no military impor-
tance, as Colonel Thomas was taken in blindfolded and sent out at
night without any correspondence with us.

A. E. BUBNSIDE,
Major- General,
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Geoeral Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps/
Aiigust 7, 1864—9 a. m.

I have the honor to report that nothing nnnsnal occurred on my front

last night. There was considerable mortar firing by enemy without
doing us any damage.

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 7, 1864,

Captain Parker :

I am sorry to trouble yon, but am very anxious to know if anything
has been heard from General Grant, or when he will arrive.

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major- General.

Nothing positive or direct has been heard from General Grant.
E. S. PAEKEE,

Assistant Adjutayit- General.

City Point, August 7, 1864.

Captain Parker :

General Burnside requests me to ask when General Grant is ex-

pected here. Please answer and oblige.

A'ery respectfullv,

FEED. T. BICKFOED,
Operator Military Telegraph.

We have no information from General Grant and hence can form no
conjecture as to when he will return.

E. S. PAEKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, August 7, 1864.

General Burnside:
General Grant has not passed Fortress Monroe. We have no infor-

mation that he has left Washington. He has not communicated with
us here since he left. He should be here earlv to-morrow.

EUEUS INGALLS,
Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Ninth Arma^ Corps,
August 7, 1864—9 p. m.

General Williams:
I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred

on my front to-day beyond a fierce mortar shelling by the enemy about
4 ]). jn. 3[ajor Chipman, Twenty-ninth Massachusetts, was killed.

We sulfered no other damage.
A. E. BUENSIDE,

Major-General.
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Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petershurg, Fa., August 7, 1864.

Lieut. Col. L. Eichmond,
Assistant Adfitant- General^ Ninth Army Corps :

Colonel : I have the honor to report all quiet in my front for the
past twelve hours, except a fierce mortar-firing about 4 p. m., lasting

about one hour, causing several casualties, among which, I regret to

say, was the death of Maj. Charles Chipman, Twenty-ninth Massachu-
setts Volunteers, commanding Fourteenth New York Heavy Artillery.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. WHUIE,
Brigadier-General^ Co7nmandmg I)ivisio7i.

Major Chipman was not instantly killed, but can only live a few hours,

as a large piece of shell passed through his head.

Hdqrs. First Briu., Second Div., Ninth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ Fa., August 7, 1864.

Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- Geiieral., Ninth Ar^ny Corps :

Colonel : I have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred
in this front during my tour as general of the trenches. Along the
entire front parties are at work strengthening the line. In the First

Division a traverse is completed, enabling the pickets to be relieved
without exposure. In the Second Division abatis is being put in posi-

tion, trenches widened, and traverses built. The Third Division are
strengthening their lines, and running a gallery on their right to dis-

cover if the enemy is mining their line. A large detail is at work en-

larging and strengthening the fourteen-gun battery.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. E. BLISS,
Colonel, Co7nmanding Brigade, General of the Trenches.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Fa:, August 7, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assista^it Adjuta^it- General, Ninth Ar^ny Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to report all quiet on my front; the usual
picket-firing still continues. Brigadier-General Hartranft, with First
Brigade, relieved the Second Brigade on the line last night.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General, Co^rmanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 7, 1864—8 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregu,
Coiyinumding Cavalry

:

General: The commander of the cavalry brigade picketing on our
left has furnished no report since relieving the brigade of the Third
Cavalry Division. Please direct him to report, as before, anything im-

6 R R—VOL XLII, ft II
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portant thau occurs to the corps commander on the left, Major-General
Warren, and also to these headquarters, which he will likewise keep
posted as to the condition of affairs in his front, morning and evening.
The commanding general thinks that your headquarters should be at

some point central to your command, where you could be speedily
reached from these headquarters and communicate readily with your
whole command.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Washington, August 7, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
Your telegram was received last evening. The appointment of Col-

onel Stedman as brigadier by brevet for gallant and meritorious serv-

ice was made yesterday.
EDWIN M. STANTON,

Seeretary of War.

Washington, August 7, 1864—7.12 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
The brevet of brigadier-general has been conferred on Colonel Sted-

man. I learn he is deceased. Whom shall the appointment be sent to ?

Eespectfully,
JAS. A. HABDIE,

Colonel and Inspeetor- General.

Headquarters,
August 7, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant, or, in his absence,
Secretary of War,

Washington

:

All quiet in the lines of our armies since last advices. Enemy moved
to Bichmond ten passenger and three freight cars filled with troops.

They did not cross at Drewry’s Bluff. Did not stop in front of us, or

they would not have been put on cars. Fourteen wagons and a drove
of beeves crossed this eve at Chaffin’s Bluff*. Kershaw’s division is in my
front, between the Appomattox and James. From the accounts in rebel

papers to August 4 I do not credit Herald’s report of Farragut’s suc-

cess. Would it were true.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General, Conwianding.

G. Y. Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the Nary

:

The Bichmond Examiner of the 6th has

:

Headquarters,
Aiigust 7j 1864—10 a. m.

Mobile, August 4.

Yesterday and last evening the enemy threw an infantry force on Dauphin Island,
seven miles from Fort Gaines. The fleet outside is large. This morning the Federal
double-ender opened on the transport Dick Keys, and then on the fort, which is
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slowly replying. General Maury calls on all to enroll themselves for battle. Great
confidence prevails. A Federal force estimated at 16,000 occupied Holly Springs,

Miss.

No other news.
B. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Cominanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 7, 1864—5.05 p. m.

Capt. G. S. Dana,
Signal Officer, Headquarters Tenth Army Corps :

Lookout for movements of the enemy across the river or toward
Richmond. A heavy train just went that way loaded with troops.

Anvthing new?
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 7, 1864.

Col. T. S. Bowers:
Is General Grant at City Point?

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

He is not.

E. S. PARKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 7, 1864.

Colonel Shaffer:
General Stedman was not married. Commission should be sent to

his mother, Mrs. Griffin Stedman, Pequot House, New London, Conn.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.

Headquarters Armv of the Potomac,
August 7, 1864—4.30 p. ni.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

Is there anything specially going on in your front in connection with
the artillery firing?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps^
August 7, 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Nothing nnnsual in my front. Some artillery firing ami little more
musketry than usual somewhere to my left.

E. O. C. OKH,
Major- General.

Headquarters,
August 7, 1864.

Brigadier-General Vogdes,
Norfolli

:

The commanding general directs that no more raids be made into

North Carolina without first submitting it to him.
J. W. SHAFFER,

Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Norfolk, Atigust 7, 1864.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

The telegram of the major-general commanding in regard to rai<!s

in North Carolina has been received. The late raid was ordered by
General Shepley, delayed by unavoidable causes until after his depar-
ture, and was carried out by me. Tiie order in reference to recruits was
enforced upon receipt of the first telegram upon the subject.

Very resxiectfully.

I. YOGDES,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August (9, 1864—11.20 a. m.

Major General Meade,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

General Warren reports that a lieutenant of a Georgia regiment,
who deserted to us last night, states that their papers of Saturday re-

ported our fleet victorious in Mobile Bay, and that the Nashville (iron-

clad) and Selma (cotton-clad) were sunk by our vessels in the bay.
Will send report by Colonel Sharpe as soon as received.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office Provost-Marshal-General,

Atigust 8, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

•

General: A deserter from the Eleventh Alabama, Sanders’ bri-

gade, Mahone’s division, has been forwarded this m. from head-
quarters Fifth Corps. He came into our lines this a. m. He reports
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only two divisions of A. P. Hill’s corps (Hetli’s and Malione’s) in onr
front, wliicli, with Beauregard’s two divisions, comprises all the force

south of the Appomattox. He has no other important information. A
deserter from Pegrain’s battalion of artillery came into the lines of

General Crawford, Fifth Army Corps, yesterday morning. His infor-

mation corroborates our latest regarding the i^osition of the enemy,
though he has heard of no troops having been sent away from Lee’s or

Beauregard’s commands. On the contrary, he has heard that troops
were coming from Hood to Lee. He understands all of Ewell’s old

cori)s to be in the Valley with Early. The following is the latest infor-

mation relative to the position of the different divisions of Lee’s and
Beauregard’s commands: Longstreet—Pickett’s division, in front of

Major-General Butler
j
Kershaw’s division, in rear of Pickett’s in re-

serve; Field’s division, at New Market, near Deep Bottom. A. P.
Hill—Mahone’s division, right of (enemy’s) line, south of the Appo-
mattox Eiver; Heth’s division, joining the left of Mahone’s; Wil-
cox’s division, at Chaffin’s farm. Beauregard—Hoke’s division, on
left of Heth’s; B. Johnson’s, on left of Hoke’s, and extending to the
Appomattox, in front of the Eighteenth Cories. It is not thought that
any force by division has been sent away from Lee’s or Beauregard’s
commands, though scattering brigades may have left, escaping our
notice. The above information is corroborated from all quarters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August <9, 1864—9 p. m,

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point

:

The above, just received, forwarded as the latest information.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Washington, 22d Army Corps,
Washington.! D. 0., August 8, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point., Va.

:

General Halleck informs me that you may send some of the heavy
artillery regiments for duty in the forts here. As Colonel Whistler is

now commanding a brigade in these Avorks, I shall be glad to have his

regiment sent if it can be s])ared. •

C. C. AUGUK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August 8j 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : A lieutenant and private from the First Confederate Bat-
talion, Davis’ (Mississippi) brigade, Heth’s division, of Hill’s corps.
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deserted and came into our lines at 3 o’clock this a. m. The substance
• of their information is as follows: That there are four divisions of the
enemy on the south side of the Appomattox River—Anderson’s old
division and Heth’s division, of Hill’s corps, and Hoke’s and Bushrod
Johnson’s divisions, of Beauregard’s command; that they are posted
from the enemy’s right to left as follows : right—Mahone’s division, a
brigade of which (Finegan’s) extends to the left of the Jerusalem plank
road; the right of the division extending to the lead-works on the
Weldon railroad; next, Heth’s division, extending fi’om the left of
Mahone’s division (a point to the left of and not far from the Jerusalem
plank road) to Cliiigman’s brigade, of Hoke’s division, of Beauregard’s
command; next, Hoke’s division, of Beauregard’s command, with
Clingman’s brigade on the right; left—Bushrod Johnson’s division, of
Beauregard’s command; that since the recent fight (July 30) the above
disposition of forces was made; that the corps of Longstreet, or two
divisions. Field’s and Kershaw’s, have not returned to our front, and it

was understood that all or the greater part of them had been sent to

re-enforce Early or Hood; that it was understood in the rebel lines that
mining was being done in the vicinity of the position occupied by our
colored troops, information of which informant has given to General
Warren. The lieutenant saw late Richmond papers giving accounts of
our attack on Mobile. They admit the sinking of two of their gun-
boats; also accounts of the occupation and destruction of Milledgevdle,
Ga., by a raiding party from Sherman’s army.

All of which is respectfully forwarded.
Your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

P. S.—Information from a reliable source shows that a considerable
force of infantry has been sent to Early and passed through Staunton,
Va. (Friday, July 29), via Lynchburg; also that no trains are running
on the Virginia Central Railroad from Richmond beyond Beaver Dam
Station.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and NTorth Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,
In the Fieldj Aiigust 5, 1864—10.40 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy ProvosiMarshalGeneral., City Point:

I have just examined three deserters and one prisoner. I have
found out to my entire satisfaction now where Lane and Conner are.

They are near Kew Market with Field’s division. The line is as fol-

lows : Lane on their extreme right, then Conner, then Bratton, then
Benning, Gregg. Law, and Anderson on their extreme left. This is

positive. I have also received an additional copy of to-day’s Rich-
mond Enquirer and Whig. Will send you a copy in the morning.
The news is as I gave it to you, save that Buchanan, besides being a
prisoner, has lost a leg.

JOHN I. DAVENPORT,
Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Camp, Assistant Provost-Marshal.
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department,
August 8, 1864—10.50 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff

:

General: The following reports have just been received and are
respectfully forwarded

:

Plank Road Station, August 8, 18G4.

Fatigue party of 180 men disappeared in dug way in direction of Petersburg;
working on front line of works north-northwest from station.

FULTON,
Sergeant.

Fifth Corps Signal Station, August 8, 1864.

No change or movement observed. Enemy at work on tirst line of works.
WARTS,

. Lieutenant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
By order:

WM. S. STRYKEE,
First Lieutenant^ Adjutant Signal Corps.

Plank Road Sional Station,
August <9, 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
A new Avork commenced in rear of second line of Avorks and directly

in rear of Gregory’s house from station. A few shots exchanged
between battery on our front and battery on right of plank road. IJn-

usually quiet along enemy’s lines. No visible change in camp.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergea7it.

Signal Station, Plank Road,
August (9, 1864—7p. ui.

Captain Castle :

The fatigue party mentioned in last report disappeared in ravine or

behind the bluff on left of forts on our right, or 40 degrees Avest of

north from station
j
were moving toAvard the rear of forts on our rigid.

44iey continue to work on third line of works in rear of Gregory’s
house, also on front line at nearest point from station. Yo movement
of troops or change of camps visible.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

IIdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
A^tgiist c9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

(xENERAL: The following reports have just been receiA^ed, and are
respectfully forAvarded

:

Gibbon’s House Station, August 8, 1864.

Enemy A^ery busy all day on fort southeast of white house; also digging on work
Avest-norfchwest from this point. Rather more teams visible than usual on the dif-

ferent roads leading south from the city, but moving irregularly and in small squads.
Two caissons moved from the city about 7 a. m., disappearing in woods near Farley’s
house. Nothing has been seen to indicate the movement of any considerable body
inside the enemy’s line to-day. Dense smokes west and north of city make close
observation difiicnlt.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.
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Jordan’s House, August S, 1864.

Picket-firing on Ninth and Eighteenth Corps lines. Large columns of black smoke
rising out of woods on line of P[etersbiirg] and R[ichmond] Railroad, at a point north-
northwest of station. Dense volume of smoke commenced ascending suddenly from
woods on left of .lead-works, south-southwest of station, on extreme left of Ninth '

Corps line. The whole range of hills and the town have been completely enveloped
in smoke so that nothing could be observed with distinctness.

M.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
By order

:

WM. S. STEYKEE,
First Lieutenantj Adjutant Signal Corps.

Special Orders, ) Head’quarters Army of the Potomac,
^^'o. 212. )

August 8, 1864.
* * * * * # *

2. Brig. Gen. 1). McM. Gregg, commanding cavalry, will at once
increase to 150 men the detachment (100 men) ordered to be detailed

from the Cavalry Corps as a guard for the general cattle herd near
Coggins’ Point, Va.*******
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- Qe7ie7uil.

List of batteries of volunteer service whose terms will expire during present year, with state-

ment of number of recruits required, m addition to those that remain, to fill the batteries

to maximum.

Batteries.
To be mus-
tered out.

Number
of men
to re-

main.

Number
of men
required
to fill

batterj'.

.^i1 ATniiie Dec. 11,1864
Dec. 21,1864
Sept. 26, 1864

Sept. 5, 1864
Dec. 3, 1864

134 13
4tli Maine . . 110 37
A 1 st New TTampsliire 95 52

C, Ist Massachusetts 63 84
E, 1st Massachusetts 71 76
A, 1st Rhode Island June 6, 1864

Auo-. 13. 1864
60 87

B, 1st Rhode Island 4() 101

E, 1st Rhode Island Sept. 30, 1864
Sept. 6,1864
Sept. 6,1864
Sept. 13, 1864

Sept. 22, 1864
Oct. 17,1864
Oct. 25,1864

71 76

C, 1st New York 77 70

D, 1st New York 112 35
R 1 st New Yoi‘k . .. . 38 109

G, 1st New York 140 7

H, 1st New York 79 68

L, 1st Nev/' York. 125 22

11th New York Independent Jan. 6. 1865 70 77

12th New York Independent . Nov. 18, 1864

Not known.
115 32

....
A, 1st New Jersey Aug. 12, 1864

Sept. 3,1864
Sept. 24, 1864
Nov. 7,1864

82 65

B, 1st New Jersey 108 39
T) Independent Bennsylvania, 121 26

H, 1st Ohio 100 47

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IIENEY J. HUOT,

Brigadier-General^ Chief of Staff.

Artillery Hdqrs., Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 8y 1864.
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Orders.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 6’, 1864.

The commanding officer of the Second Division will detail 500 men
for fatigue. The commanding officer of the Third Division will detail

700 men, properly officered, for the same purpose. The details will be at

their respective division headquarters at 6 p. m. The commanding
officer of the Third Division will designate an officer of the rank of
colonel to have charge of the entire detail from the corps. That
officer will report for information as to the work to be done to Captain
Mendell, engineer officer, at the engineer camp, near headquarters
Army of the Potomac, at 3 o’clock this p. m. He will send for the
division details in time to conduct them to the point designated by
Captain Mendell before 7 p. m.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjuta^it- General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 8j 1864—9.20 a. m.

Brigadier-General Williams:
I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in

my front last night. Two deserters have just come in. One a second
lieutenant First Georgia Battery. They will be sent forward.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 8, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I send up this morning a lieutenant of a Georgia regiment who
‘ deserted to us last night. He says they are very short of rations, so

that with the allowance the men are hungry all the time. On Saturday,
he says, their paiiers reported our fleet victorious over the Confederates
in Mobile Bay. The Nashville (iron-clad) was sunk, and so was the
Selma (cotton-clad).

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
'* Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 8, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Two deserters have just been sent in by General Crawford. One of
them is an artilleryman, and can give information as to the planting of
some heavy guns by the enemy in front of our position near the plank
road. I send these men up.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August (9, 1864,

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

1 think I can capture or drive hack the enemy’s pickets on my left

and occupy their places with my own. They have always confined
themselves to Avatching us, and have not molested our working* jiarties.

As the siege operations on my front have been co-operative with Gen-
eral Burnside’s preparations for an assault, the driving of these men
back might have caused such constant firing on our lines as to have
greatly delayed our construction of batteries and approaches, and has
therefore been a part of the engineer operations, to be done or not, as
the engineers dictated. Our works are now in such state that any
more hostile attitude between the two lines will be at least as injurious

to the enemy as to ourselves. It Avill cost us a few lives daily and an
expenditure of ammunition and a stoppage of the enemy deserting to

us and the information thus obtained. It will prevent him from getting
water from the ravine between us, and cause him the same expenditure
of ammunition and men as ourselves. If there are no objections made
I shall make my arrangements to-day or to-morrow to drive the enemy’s
pickets back.

Eespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August (9, 1864—1.25 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
Your written dispatch will be submitted to the 'major-general com-

manding as soon as he is disengaged from the Court of Inquiry at the
headquarters of the Second Corps.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August (9, 1864.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The major-general commanding desires that you will suspend for a day
or two driving back the enemy’s pickets, as upon leaving here Lieu-

tenant-General Grant requested him to remain strictly on the defensive
until his return. The major-general commanding will communicate
with you immediately upon the return of the lieutenant-general.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August (9, 1864—9.15 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

.

I have the honor to report all quiet in my front during the day. A
detail of 400 men is at work to-night at Battery Tilton.

G. K. WAEEE^I,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters First Division, Fifth Corps,
Gamp near Petersburg^ August 8, 1864—8 p. m.

Lieiiteiiaut-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: Colonel Welch, commanding Third Brigade, reports a
heavy column of the enemy moving to our left. They are plainly seen
passing a large fire which is burning brightly. They are moving as

thougli it was their intention to attack our left.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. J. BxlBTLETT,
Brigadier- General.

Hdqrs. Thirty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers,
August (S, 1864—7 p. m.

Capt. George Monteith,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Captain : A body of troops, say a brigade of infantry, have passed
within an hour from the enemy’s riglit to our right. A large fire is

burning on their right, seemingly in front of their line of battle, which
they seem to be endeavoring to extinguish; otherwise all quiet.

Eespectfully,
CHAS. L. PEIRSOIS^,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Division Field Officer of the Day.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg

^
Va., August 8, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General.^ Army of the Potomac:

General: I have the honor to report that nothing of interest has
occurred on our line within the past twelve hours. The usual jiicket-

firing took place during the night.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient ser-

vant,
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major-General, Commandin g.

By LEWIS RICHMOND,
A ssistant Adjutant- Genera 1.

[AUGi^ST 8, 1804.—For Stanton to Burnside, relative to composition
of the Court of Inquiry ordered to examine into the afiair of July 30,

see Vol. XL, Part I, p. 532.J

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 8, 1864.

Captain Parker,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Have you heard anvthing of General Grant vet?
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- General.
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City Point, August 8, 1864.

Major-General Burnside :

General Grant passed Fort Monroe at 12 to-day. Expect him now
every moment.

E. S. PAEKEPv,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg., Va., August <§, 1864—8 a. m.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet

along my front during the past twelve hours. There was considerable
firing on the extreme left during the night. The covered way leading
to the picket-line, which was constructed on the night of the 6th instantf
is unserviceable, as it is flooded with water.

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. WHITE,

Brigadier- Ge^ieral, Commanding Division.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ninth Army Corps,
No. 40. )

• August 8, 1864.

I. After dark this evening Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes, commanding
First Brigade, will relieve the Twenty-first and Twenty-ninth Massachu-
setts from the front line and put in the Fifty-sixth, Fifty-seventh, and
Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers. Lieutenant-Colonel Eobinsou,
commanding Second Brigade, will relieve the Fourteenth New York
Artillery and put in the Third Maryland and One hundred and seventy-
ninth New York Volunteers. The troops of the First Brigade will hold
the left portion of the line, and those of the Second Brigade the right
portion.

II. Hereafter, until further orders, the relieving of troops in the front

line will always be arranged by brigade commanders keeping 450 men
from each brigade constantly in tlie front line, those from the First

Brigade on the left, and those from the Second Brigade on the right,

and relieving every two days. The Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volun-
teers will not be exempt, until further orders from these headquarters,
from their share of duty in the trenches.

By command of Brigadier-General White:
C. J. MILLS,

Captain aiul Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 8, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet

on my front during the past twelve hours. I have ordered additional

traverses erected in the railroad cut for the protection of the troops

moving to and from the front line, and this work is in j)rogress.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EOBEET B. POTTEE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Third Division,
August 8, 1864—8 a. m.

Colonel Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: I liave the honor to report that the usual sharpshooting
and mortar tiring continues. Caiitain Eoemer reported this morning
that that portion of the new line now being constructed under Lieuten-

ant Benyaurd, of the Engineers, running left from Eoemer, is enfiladed

the enemy’s fort recently blown up, and the fire of their sharp-

shooters from that point, and I would recommend a correction of the
line.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Bermuda, August 8, 1864.

Maj. E. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Please inform me if Kautz’s cavalry division has been xiermanently
detached from the Army of the James. I am desirous of knowing, as

it is necessary for the quartermaster to send in his monthly reports if

not ordered to some other command.
J. B. HOWAED,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief Quarte^nnaster.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field., August 8, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Howard,
Bermuda

:

Kautz’s cavalry still belongs to our army. It is only lent to the
Army of the Potomac.

E. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
h the Field, Va., August 8, 1864.

Col. J. E. Hawley,
Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, Comdg. Second Brigade :

Colonel: I am directed by the brigadier-general (iommanding to

state that the Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery has been selected
to furnish the volunteers called for in General Orders, No. 22, from
corps headquarters.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

ADEIAN TEEEY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., August <9, 1864.

Maj. T. J. Strong,
Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery :

Ma.jor: The brigadier-general commanding directs that tlie 600 men
who have volunteered from your command under General Orders, No.
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22, from headquarters Tenth Army Corps, be in readiness to move at
7.30 a. m. to-morrow, August 9, with three days’ rations in their haver-
sacks and with their shelter-tents. The men will be fully armed and
equipped. Lieutenant Sawyer, aide-de-camp, will report at your head-
quarters at the hour above named for the purpose of conducting tlie

detail to the Crow’s Nest, where they will report to Major Ludlow, of
General Butler’s staff.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry

:

A. TEEEY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Field., Va., August <§, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ames,
Commanding Second Division:

General : The general commanding directs me to call your atten-

tion to the fact that two deserters came into our lines last evening,
arriving on or near the picket-line Second Division, just before our
pickets were posted. They state that they remained concealed within
twenty-five yards of our rifle-ints awaiting the arrival of our pickets,

and were not challenged till within ten paces of them, owing to the
thick corn and our pickets arriving on the line late. This should not
be allowed to occur again. Please have the picket officer instructed to

X)ost their outer line as soon as it can be done under cover of darkness,
and before and while it is being done the men in the trenches will be
kept on the alert. Direct the brigades successively on duty in the front

lines to enlarge the trenches so that men can act freely. For that
purpose have them supplied with picks and shovels. The abatis in

front of the Second Division should at once be strengthened. For this

purjiose make a detail of 100 men from those not on duty to cut and
transport the abatis, so that to-night it can be placed in position.

By command of Major-General Ord:
GEO. W. KELLEY,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division,
Pichet-Post, August 8, 1864—evening.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac :

Sir : I have the honor to report that this brigade relieved the First

Brigade of Second Division, Cavalry Corps, commanded by Colonel
Stedman,of the Sixth Ohio Cavalry, and that there has been no changes
made in the line. All quiet on the line.

I am, veryMespectfully, your most obedient servant,
M. KEEWIN,

Colonel, Comdg. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division.

City Point, August 9, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. C. :

Five minutes ago an ordnance boat exploded, carrying lumber, grape,
canister, and all kinds of shot over this point. Every part of the yard
used as my headquarters is filled with splinters and fragments of shell.
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I do not know yet what the casualties are beyond my own headquar-
ters. Colonel Babcock is slightly wounded in hand and 1 mounted
orderly is killed and 2 or 3 wounded and several horses killed. Tlie

damage at the wharf must be considerable both in life and iiroperty.

As soon as the smoke clears away I will ascertain and telegraph you.
U. S. GRANT, •

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 9j 1864—2.30 p. m.

Capt. E. S. Parker,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.j Kdqrs. Lieutenant-General Grant, City Point:

Please direct Col. C. P. Stone, Fourteenth U. S. Infantry, to report at

the expiration of his leave to Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, commanding
Fifth Army Corps.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Ya., August .9, 1864.

Admiral S. P. Lee:
Your letter of the 24th instant [ultimo],* inclosing communication rel-

ative to the withdrawal of iron clads from the Janies River, was duly
received. Owing to my absence from here most of the time since the re-

ceipt of your letter, it has not been answered earlier. Whilst I believe

we will never require iron-clad vessels to meet those of the enemy, I

think it would be imprudent to withdraw them. At least two such ves-

sels, in my judgment, should be kept in the upper James. They stand a
constant threat to the enemy and prevent him taking the offensive.

There is no disguising the fact that if the enemy should take the
offensive on the water, although we probably would destroy his whole
James River navy, such damage would be done our shipping and
stores, all accumulated on the water near where the conflict would
begin, that our victory would be dearly bought.

U. S. GRANT,
lAeutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A^igust .9, 1864—11.50 a. m.

Brigadier-General Ingalls,
Chief Quartermaster Armies in the Field, City Point:

Was that explosion at City Point? What was it?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

City Point, August .9, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

A barge laden with ordnance stores was accidentally blown up just
now while lying at the wharf. There has been considerable destruc-

See Vol. XL, Part III, p. 427.
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tiou of property and loss of life. No officers were killed. The shock
was terrific, and of course iinlooked for. It is probable we shall never
know how the accident occurred. One of your office wagon horses
was killed. We are clearing away the ruins at the river.

EUFUS INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August P, 1864.

Maj. J. C. Duane,
Acting Chief Engineer

:

Sir : The major-general commanding directs that you take the neces-
sary measures to provide, with as little delay as practicable, a sufficient

supply of intrenching tools for the use of the fatigue parties detailed for

work on the intrenchments. The commanding general decides that the
intrenching tools now ordered to be kept on hand at corps headquar-
ters are not, as a general rule, to be used for this purpose.

I am, your very obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 9, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point, Va.:

Five prisoners of war just sent in by Fifth Corps are from Colquitt’s

and Clingman’s brigades. They state that Clingmaii was relieved in

the trenches by Ransom’s brigade at 10 o’clock this morning. That
Mahone’s, Colquitt’s, and Clingman’s brigades made a charge on left

flank of Fifth Corps at 3 o’clock this p. m. When informants left they
had driven in our skirmish line and were still advancing. They know
of no troops coming from north of Appomattox. They state that they
saw D. H. Hill this morning and think he is on Beauregard’s staff.

J. MoENTEE,
Captain, ffic.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August 9, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : A deserter from the First Confederate Battalion has just
been received. He came into our lines about dark last night. He is

from Davis’ brigade, Heth’s division. Hill’s corps; reports no change in

the enemy’s position; states that there are only four divisions of the

enemy south of the Appomattox, viz: Heth’s, Mahone’s, Hoke’s and
Biishrod Johnson’s, which are posted as reported yesterday; has no
further information. Saw yesterday’s Richmond papers; they admit
the x)assage of the forts in Mobile harbor by Farragut’s fleet, and the

sinking of three of their vessels.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.
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August 9^ 1864—4 p. m,
Colonel Sharpe,

City Point

:

Two deserters to-day—one from First Confederate Battalion, Davis’
brigade, Hetb’s division, and one from Tenth Florida, Mahon e’s divis-

ion. They confirm the information concerning position that I sent

you yesterday. Nothing else important.
J. 0. BABCOCK.

Plank Hoad Signal Station,
August 9j 1864—9.30 a. m,

Maj. B. F. Fisher:

At 8 a. m. a fatigue party of forty-seven men entered the new work
in rear of second line and Gregory’s house, but battery on our right

threw a fewshells in and dispersed them; have not yet returned. At
9 a. m. fatigue parties of fifteen, twenty, and twenty-five each marched
in direction of Petersburg, entering woods in rear of new work. They
continue to work on front line left of Gregory’s house. No change of
camps.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 9, 1864.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

All quiet. Enemy are throwing up a new line of works in rear of the
three-gun fort. No other change.

WAFTS,
Lieutenant.

Maj. B. F. Fisher;

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 9j 1864,

No change or movement this p. m. Five of enemy’s officers engaged
laying out and staking off ground for a new work about 500 yards to

right of Chimneys and in rear of first line of works.
Kespectfully,

WARTS,
Lieutenant.

August 9, 1864—3.15 p. m.
Major Fisher:
The following rebel messages read

:

Colonel B[rent],
Assistant 'Adjutant- General

:

No movement of enemy observed this a. m. except their usual drills. They appear
to be negro troops. The explosion seems to be near Blocklield, on the Appomattox.
I think it was an ammunition boat.

7 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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1.30 11 . m.
Colonel B[rent],

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel Cabell and Major Hamilton wish me to state that the explosion was greater
than that of McClellands ammunition train, near Savage Station, York River Rail-

road, and they think its locality was on James River, near City Point.
O. at 114.

T. H. FEAEEY,
Second Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Plank Koad Sional Station,
August 9, 1864.—6.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
A train of fifteen wagons moved to our left this a. m. on line ofWel-

don railroad. Eo working party observed on fort near Weldon railroad

west from station. No movenrents of troops or change of camps vis-

ible.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 9, 1864,

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : No movements of the enemy to report. They are busily

engaged in constructing works in the rear of their mock line along the
edge of the woods. They seemed to be staking off a new work during
the day 400 or 500 yards to our right of the Gregory Chimneys. They
did not work upon the fort west of the Weldon railroad to-day. A
train of fifteen wagons passed toward Petersburg this a. m.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac.

Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 9j 1864—12.^0 p. m.

The explosion that took place about an hour ago was an ordnance
boat at City Point, sending shell and splinters all over the Point, doing
material damage to life and property. At General Grant’s headquar-
ters, Colonel Babcock was wounded in the hand, 1 orderly killed, and 3
or 4 wounded. The loss of life and property not yet ascertained.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Alajor-General and Chief of Staff.

(To corps commanders.)

Headqh:tarters Fifth Army Corps,
Aiigust 9, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front during the
night. A large fire was discovered at or in front of the enemy’s line

about 9,30 p. m. Enemy were working hard to extinguish it.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 9^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

The explosion which has just taken place is iiorth 35 degrees east

from here.

G. K. WAKEE^^,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 1864—9 p. m.

Brigadier-General Williams :

I have the honor to report that everything has been quiet in my
front to-day. A detail of 400 men are at work to-night on Battery
Tilton. G. K. WAEEEK,

Major- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 9, 1864—9 a. m.

I have the honor to report the usual state of affairs on my line. The
ordinary amount of picket-firing and mortar shelling last night.

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 9, 1864—9 p. m.

I liave the honor to report the usual state of afiairs on my front

during the past twelve hours. To-night there is the ordinary amount
of picket-firing.

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major- General.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Va., August 9^ 1864—8 a. m.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Ninth Army Corps :

Colonel: I iiave the lionor to report tliat everything has been quiet
along my line during the past twelve hours. The Thirty-fifth Massa-
chusetts Volunteers were engaged yesterday evening in digging a cov-
ered way in rear of the front line and in rear of tlie battery, which is

very beneficial for the troops occupying the front line.

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. WHITE,

. Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.
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Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., Atigtist 9, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps :

Sir : I liave the honor to report that no changes have occurred on
my front during the last twelve hours. The enemy have manifested
unusual activity throughout the day. Eoemer’s battery has troubled
them somewhat.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 9, 1864—5.40 p. m.

Hon. G. V./Fox,
Assistant Seeretary of the Navy :

The following is from the Eichmond Examiner ot the 9th:

A dispatch from Mobile, dated August 7, two days later than our previous ad-
vices, states that the situation had not materially changed since the enemy’s victory
over our iron-clads on last Friday. The Navy Department received a telegram yes-
terday morning announcing that the Morgan, the only gun-boat of our fleet which
was not either sunk, beached, or captured, has succeeded in getting over the bar
and reaching Mobile.

(Copy to U. S. Grant.)

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General.

Spring Hill, August 9, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Captain Norton:
Seven cars, partly loaded with troops,just passed the Junction toward

Petersburg.
SIMONS,

Lieutenant, Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. C.,

No. 217. )
In the Field, Va., Augiist 9, 18,64.

* * * * * ,
*

VIIl. In accordance with orders from Lieutenant-General Grant,
the First Eegiment, U. S. Volunteers, will at once proceed to Milwaukee,
Wis., reporting on their arrival to Maj. Gen. John Pope, commanding
Department of the Northwest. They will proceed via New York.
Quartermaster's department will furnish transportation.#***#*#
XIII. Colonel Garrard, commanding First H. S. Colored Cavalry,will

at once send four companies of his regiment, under the senior major,

to report to Brig. Gen. I. Vodges for provost duty at Norfolk.
By command of Major-General Butler:

E. S. DAVIS,
Assistant^ Adjutant- General.
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 97. ] In the Fieldj August 9, 1864.*******

2. Tlie Nintli IJ. S. Colored Troops are hereby temporarily attached
to the Second Division and will report to Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, com-
manding.

* * * * ‘ * * *

By command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Fields Hatcher’’s^ Fa., August 9, 1864.

Brig. Gen. John W. Turner,
Commanding Second Division:

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send
your smallest regiment to report at Crow’s Nest, on the James River,

to Major Ludlow, of General Butler’s staff, at 2 p, m. to-day, for guard
duty. The men will take their tents with them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
A^lg^^st 10, 1864—5 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following just received from General Crawford, and is forwarded
for your information:

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 10, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: Private F. M. Crensliaw, Ninth Alahama, came into the lines of the
Second Brigade yesterday morning, and says that the sappers and miners have been
sought out in the different regiments of Mahone’s division to work at mining

;
that

a man of his company Avho has been employed recently at mining would not tell him
the locality of the mine or anything concerning it, for the reason that he was bound
to secrecy; that a citizen from Orange Court-House, where his regiment was quar-
tered last winter, came down a week ago to see some acquaintances in the regiment
and reported that Kershaw’s division, of Lougstreet’s coiqis, had passed there en
route for the valley.

I am, &c.,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10, 1864—6 a. m.

General Meade:
The telegraph line near Swan Point has been cut by a party of the

enemy. I have sent 150 infantry down to Fort Powliatan to drive them
away, but Colonel Innis, in command of the fort, reports them in too



102 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

great force. Will you, therefore, order Kautz to send a regiment of
cavalry or more to aid the gun-boat force at Powhatan in driving these
fellows away.

Kespectfully,
B. F. BUTLER,

Major- General.

* [Iiulorsement.]

Shall I direct Gregg to send, say, 500 cavalry to do this ? Swan
Point is twenty miles below Powhatan.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 10

j
1864—8 a. m.

Maj. Gen. B. E. Butler:
Orders in compliance with your wishes have been sent to General

Kautz.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

CiTA" Point, August 10^ 1864—12 ni.

Maj. Gen. M. 0. Meigs,
Quartermaster- General

:

I will ship the transportation of the Sixth Corps and Cavalry Corps
forward as rapidly as possible. I saw the necessity for it some days
ago. General Grant thinks it will not be necessary to ship all of it,

and he directs me to hold the transports here that may arrive hereafter.

I have ordered Continental to Fort Monroe. She draws too much vrater

for this place and Washington. Please cause your orders to be given
to her through Colonel Biggs. One hundred and sixty-eight wagons
of the Sixth and 179 of the Cavalry have been shipped. We are ship-

ping to-day as fast as means permit.
RUFUS IKGALLS,

Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster.

City Point, Augiist 10, 1864.

(Received 12 ni.)

General S. Williams:
General: There were 33 men killed and 75 wounded yesterday by

the explosion of ordnance on the barge. The store-house and Avharf

were greatly damaged, but can be repaired in a short time. There was
but slight loss of subsistence and quarterm aster’s property. I have
heard of no report of the ordnance department as to cause of explosion
or loss of property.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of Provost-Marshal,

In the Field, August 10, 1864—7.40 i). m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy Frovost-Marshed- General, City Point:

I have received but one deserter thus far to-day. He was from
Terry’s brigade, of Pickett’s division. Pickett’s division, with Thomas’
and Scales’ brigades, remains as heretofore. This man knew nothing
about Kershaw’s division, whether they were in his rear or not. Kich-
mond papers of to-day announce the capture by our forces and occu-

pancy of Fort Gaines, Mobile Harbor. Another of the forts was blown
111) l>y l^liG rebels to prevent its falling into our hands. Nothing to-day
from north side of the James.

JOHN I. DAVENPOET,
Lieut., Acting Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Frovost-Marshed.

August 10, 1864—9 a. m.
Captain Fisher:

Parties of enemy at work at various points of old line. A new work
is being built in open field to right and rear of Gregory’s house.

1. S. LYON,
Lieidenant and Signal Officer,

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
August 10, 1864—9 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher :

Enemy shows some activity in working on fortifications. No move-
ment visible.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Station of Observation,
August 10, 1864—3,30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signed Officer, Army of the Potomac

:

A large column of smoke rising up about the location of Port Wal-
thall Junction

;
woods on fire in front of Ninth Corps. Steam, as though

from an engine, rising in the lower part of the city about the locality of
the Lynchburg depot.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain and Signed Officer.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
August 10, 1864—7.20 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
A new work commenced 23 degrees west of north by edge of woods.

Strong fatigue parties in front line of works northwest of station work-
ing in considerable force along our whole front. Camps unchanged.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeeint.
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Headquarters Engineer Brigade^
City Point, Va., Augtist 10, 1864,

Lieut. S. Sergeant,
Commanding Detachment

:

Lieutenant : In compliance 'vvitli the orders of Lieutenant-General

Grant, you will immediately take up your bridge at Broadway Land-

ing, on tbe Appomattox, and bring it to tliis place, anclioring it along-

side tbe raft now liere. A tug will be sent up to be at Broadway Land-
ing at 5 p. m. to tow you down.
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benbam:

CHAE^NING CLAPP,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Eifth Arma" Corps,
August 10, 1864—9 a. on.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have tbe honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in

my front during tbe night.
G. K. WARREE^,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Aoigust 10, 1864—9 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistaoit Adjutaoit-Geoieral

:

I have tbe honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred
in my front to-day. Four hundred men are at work to-night at Battery
Tilton.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- Geoieral, Comonanding.

Headquarters First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petershurg

,
Ya., Aoigoist 10, 1864—8 a. m.

Lieut. Col. L. Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- Geneo^al, NioitJi Ao'ony Coops:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that everything ha sheen quiet
along my line for the past twelve hours. The commanding officer of

the Fourteenth New York Heavy Artillery reports that he thinks the
rebels are mining under his regiment. This will be investigated at
once.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. AVHITE,
Brigadier- Geoieral, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Before Fetershurg, Ya., August 10, 1864.

Brig. Gen. Julius White,
Coonmanding PHrst Division,

:

General : The commanding general desires me to reply to your com-
munication of this date relative to the shortening of the lines held by
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the First Division, that it is at present impossible to make any change.
He also directs me to say that he approves of the suggestion received
this afternoon that in repairing the fort on your front it should be so

altered as to have a flank fire.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
Q^'PTTQ 11

^ LEWIS RICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ August 10, 1864,

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to report that no changes have occurred on
my front during the last twelve hours. The ofticer of the day reports
that heavy details of the enemy have been at work during the night.

The gallery for the countermine is progressing, but has been somewliat
delayed for want of lumber, which will be up this morning.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General, Commanding,

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg., Va., August 10, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps :

Sir: I have the honor to report no changes in my front during the
day. The rebels have been very busy with the spade on the hill on our
front and left.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General, Commanding

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 10, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry

:

Tlie telegraph line near Swan Point has been cut by the enemy.
General Butler sent 150 infantry by water to Fort Powhatan to drive
them off, but the force proved insufficient, and he requests that General
Kautz be ordered to send a regiment or more to aid the gun-boat force

at I^owhatan. The major-general commanding directs that you direct

General Kautz to send not less than a regiment of his caA^alry to aid in

breaking up this party of the enemy. Tliere is a gun-boat at Fort
Powhatan.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of 8taff.
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Butler’S Headquarters,
Aiigxist 10

j
1864—6.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following has just been read by onr signal officer and is forwarded
for your information. It evidently refers to some attack upon onr
working party at Hutch Gap. I have informed General Birney and
will inform Captain Smith. Have you any orders f We will endeavor
to be ready.

Respectfully,
B. F. BUTLER,

Major- General.

August 10, 18G4.

Captain Norton:
The following message just signaled from rebel station on Signal

Hill to Howlett’s

:

General R. E. Lee,
Hoivlett’s House:

Yours of 10 a. m. received at Signal Hill. engaged in locating artillery

at Signal Hill and . Commodore Mitchell was here with me and proposes to

drop down near Hewlett’s and open at the same time with Carter. Can the battery
at Howlett’s open at the same time? Apparently, it has better command than we
have. The navy would prefer to take position at night. Carter will have to in-

trench, as the enemy’s boats and batteries cover his ground. The scouts report but

, a regiment, probably to prevent bring into their boats. As the approaches are low
and open an infantry attack is not advisable, at least during the day.

R. S. EWELL,
• Lieutenant-General.

G. S. DANA,
Captain^ Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

City Point, Ya., August 10, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, &c.

:

The navy ought to be apprised of the dispatch taken from the rebel

signal, and to station a part of their boats as to command the ground
around our troops at Dutch Gap. If the enemy open from Howlett’s,

reply from our water batteries on it. Are our men well covered froin

artillery fire? If so, and they are on the alert, an attack ought to prove
disastrous to the rebels.

IT. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 10, 1864—8.10 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Commanding, &c., City Point:

We are preparing to meet the rebels if they choose to attack us. I

think our men are under cover. The navy have been notified to be
ready on their part. A rebel deserter this afternoon reports a rumor
in their camp that their cavalry have been knocked to pieces, with a
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loss of four guus, up in the Sheiiandoali Valle3^ Have you any news
upon that subject ? He also reports that last Saturday right smart of

the cavalry which was in the rear of their line, I presume a brigade,
between the James and Appomattox, left for the Shenandoah.

BEHJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

City Point, Va., August 10, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

Who has immediate command of the troops at Hutch Gap? It will

require some one there who cannot be stampeded.
U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
August 10, 1864—8.50 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant, City Point:

That command is in immediate charge of Major Ludlow, of my staff,

a gentleman of experience, who will not be stampeded. He is now
here. 1 have explained to him all the circumstances, and we shall not

leave. I have been able since I sent to you to decipher the enemy’s sig-

nals.* Put in where the first break is, ‘^Colonel Garter is,” and wdiere

the second is, Cox’s overseer’s house,” which place 3^011 will find on
the map, and it will read as follows: ^‘Colonel Carter is here engaged
in locating artillery at Signal Hill and Cox’s overseer’s house.”

B. F. BHTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major Ludlow:
By reading the enemy’s signals, a copy* of which I send you, it will

be seen that the enemy intend an attack upon you, probabl3^ to-morrow
morning at daylight. As 3^11 will see, not an infantry attack, although
you had better be ready for that. As soon as they open we shall open
on them. Let the navy dispose of themselves, getting all the guns
they can to bear, to cover your front and to drive off the iron-clads.
Let the men understand it, so that they need not be taken by surprise
and get themselves cover during the night as much as iiossible. Send
by Clarke for anything you need.

Yours,

BUTLEE.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 10, 1864—11.50 a. m.

Captain Norton :

There is considerable activity shown by the rebel rams to-day. One
moved down to Cox’s Ferry and returned.

G. S. DANA,
Captain, Signal Corps.

See Ewell to Lee, p. 100.
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Hdqks. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

A^igust 10, 1864-—7,45 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel : I liave tlie honor to report that communication is now
open by sip,'nals between Water Battery and Avorking party at Dutcli

Gap.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10, 1864. (Eeceived 1.30 p. m.)

Colonel Abbot:
General Butler desires that you send to Dutch Gap one 100-pounder,

with carriage, implements, and 100 rounds of ammunition. Battery
for it will be ready to-night.

A. MORDECAI,
Captain, i&c.

Broadway Landing, Va., August 10, 1864—2 p. m.
Captain Mordecai,

Headquarters General Butler:

Captain Hart told Captain Hatfield yesterday that the 100-pounder
gun had no platform. Have you made any arrangement relative to it?

It should be laid and the magazine started at once. The carriage is

for a front pintle
j

it and the chassis are at Bermuda, but no platform.

HENEY L. xlBBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10, 1864.

Colonel Abbot,
First Connecticut Heavy Artillery

:

All the siege material has been turned over to Captain Hatfield, and
all arrangements will therefore have to be made by you. I can make
none.

A. MOEDECAI,
Captain.

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10, 1864.

Major-General Birney :

The general directs that you send the regiment of the 100-days’ men
on the front of the line which has the longest time to serve, to relieve

the regiment now at Fort Powhatan as soon as possible. Transporta-
tion will be ready at Bermuda.

E. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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General Butlek^s Headquarters,
August 10^ 1864.

Major-General Birney^ :

General: The general commanding directs that you send o'ver to

Dutch Gap a 3-incli rifle and a light 12-pounder Napoleon at once. You
will send the men and an officer without horses to report to Major Lud-
low.

Respectfully,
H. C. CLARKE,

Captain and Aide-de-Camp.

Order Captain Follett to send these guns with horses and proper num-
ber of men with three days’ rations. Horses can be returned to camp
to report at Crow’s Nest.

General Birney:

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10

y
1864—6.30 p. m.

You will see that the following dispatch* is evidence that enemy pro-

pose an attack upon our party at Dutch Ga}). Will you take measures
to meet it'? I think it will begin early in the morning, as the rams are

to come down during the night. Perhaps you had better see Captain
Smith about it. Please send this to him at once, with such remarks
as you think proper.

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- General^ Commanding.

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 10

j
1864—9.10 p. m.

Major-General Birney,
Commandmg Tenth Army Corps:

I have deciphered the dispatch.* It will read as follows

:

General Robert E. Lee,
Howlett’s House

:

Yours of 10 a. m. received at Signal Hill. Colonel Carter is here engaged in locat-
ing artillery at Signal Hill and Cox’s overseer’s house.

You will find both places on the map. Signal Hill is near Cox’s
house and Cox’s overseer’s house is about one mile and a half from our
position, directly up the road from the gap. Please explain where it is

to Cai)tain Smith. Send over an aide to him.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Commanding.

August 10, 1864—6.45 p. m.
General Birney:

In case the enemy open, as they probably will do to-morrow morn-
ing, 1 would advise that all the guns at the Water Battery and the gun
at Crow’s Nest open ux)on the Howlett house; that the two mortars,
with fuses too long to explode before the sliell strikes, and try for the
rams, if they come down. If the 100-pounder at the Crow’s Nest can

See Ewell to Lee, p. 106.
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bear on tlie iron-dads let her try it. The mortar in Battery Wilcox
[had] better bear upon Rowlett’s house. Perhaps the gun at Battery
Parsons can reach the iron clads. A reserve light battery, if thrown
forward on the bank of the river beloAv the Crow’s Nest, would sweep
Dutch Gap from any land attack by infantry, but you can best judge
of this by being on the spot.

BENJ. P. BUTLER,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 98. ) In the Fields August 10, 1864.
* * *

5. The One hundred and thirtieth Ohio National Guard will proceed
without delay to Port Powhatan, relieving the One hundred and thirty-

third Ohio National Guard, now on duty there. Transportation will

be furnished at Bermuda Landing. The One hundred and thirty-third

Ohio National Guard, upon being relieved, will proceed upon the same
transport to Washington, D, C.

* * * # * *

By command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 10, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commanding First Birision

:

General: The major-general commanding directs that you have
your command under arms at daybreak to-morrow morning and man
the parapet.

Respectfully, &c.,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjtita^it- General.

[Indorsement.]

Col. P. B. Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Yolunteers, commanding Pirst

Brigade, is charged with the execution of this order as far as it relates

to his command.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry

:

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Fear Hatcherh, Va., Atigiist 10, 1864—11 'p. m.

Colonel Curtis,
Commanding Brigade

:

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have
your command under arms at daybreak to-morrow morning and man
the parapet. Lieutenant-Colonel Coan’s right will rest on Battery No. 4

;

your l ight will rest on his left.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Captain, Forty-senenth Neiv York Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.
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Headquarters,
August 10, 1864—10.20 p, m.

Brigadier-General Marston,
Fort Focahontas:

I desired Colonel Innis to co-operate with General Graham in a move-
ment upon the enemy near Cabin Point and to pursue them down to

Swan Point. Graham landed at daybreak. You stopx)ed the march
of Colonel Innis until 10.45 by saying, Don’t move until I come. I

will be there in an hour.” Do you not get up to make movements
until 10.45? It is a little later in the morning than I am accustomed
to see my officers move. Please explain.

BEYJ, F. BUTLEll,
Major- General.

Fort Powhatan, August 10, 1864.

(Deceived 6.40 p. m.)

Major-General Butler:
Landed 140 men under Major Yon Schilling and my aide. Lieutenant

Benson, and marched one mile beyond Cabin Point and returned
without meeting with any opposition.

CHAS. K. GRAHAM,
Brigadier- General.

City Point, August 11, 1864.

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War

:

I think it but a just reward for services already rendered that Gen-
eral Sherman be now appointed a major-general, W. S. Hancock and
Sheridan brigadiers in the Regular Army. There are three vacancies
for major-generals and one for brigadier-general and Sherman’s pro-

motion would make the second. All these officers have ])roven their

worthiness for this advancement. I would also recommend the promo-
tion of Brigadier-General Mower to fill the vacant volunteer major-
generalship that would thus be created.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Confidential.] Washington, August 11, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. IT. S. Grant,
City Point

:

General : Some forty-odd regiments of Ohio 100-days’ men are to be
mustered out before the end of the month. The term of service of a
number of regiments from Indiana and other States exi)ires this month
and the early part of next. To meet this loss of troops there is scarcely
nothing coming in under the President’s call and I fear you will be
obliged to send troops from the field to guard certain i)laces, as West
Virginia, the prison camps, &c., which cannot be left without garri-
sons. There is another very serious matter for which we must be pre-
pared. Pretty strong evidence is accumulating that there is a combi-
nation formed or foiming to make a forcible resistance to the draft in
New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Kentucky, and perhaps some other
States. The draft must be enforced, for otherwise the army cannot be
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kept up. But to enforce it may require tlie withdrawal of a very con-

siderable [number] of troops from the field. This possible, and I think
very probable, exigency must be provided for. I call your attention to

it now in order that you may be prepared for it and make your ar-

rangements accordingly. I have not been a believer in most of the
plots, secret societies, &c., of which we have so many pretended dis-

coveries
5
but the peoide in many parts of the North and West now

talk openly and boldly of resisting the draft, and it is believed that the
leaders of the peace branch of the Democratic party are doing all in

their iDower to bring about this result. The evidence of this has in-

creased very much Avithin the last few days. It is probably thought
that such a thing will have an effect upon the next election, by show-
ing the inability of the present Administration to carry on the Avar

Avith an armed opposition in the loyal States. Whatever the object, it

is thought the attempt will be made. Are not the ax)pearances such
that we ought to take in sail and i^repare the shq) for a storm?

Yours, truly,

H. W. IIALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

City Point, Ya., Axujust if, 1864.

Major-General Halleck,
Washington^ D. C. :

The folloAving is a list of casualties from the exxdosion of the ammu-
nition barge on the 9th instant: Killed—12 enlisted men, 2 citizen em-
liloyes, 1 citizen not employed by Government, 28 colored laborers;
wounded—

3

commissioned officers, 4 enlisted men, 15 citizen em-
ployes, 86 colored laborers. Besides these there Avere 18 others
wounded, soldiers and citizens not belonging about the A\ffiarf. The
damage to property was large, but I have not the means of rex)orting it.

U. S. GKANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, August if, 1864.

(Beceived 10.20 ji. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Washington.! D. C.

:

We have deserters daily from both Hill’s and Longstreet’s corps fix-

ing a jiortion of them at least in our front. There is evidence, how-
ever, of some troops having gone north in the last few' days. It is not
impossible that there may be tw^o divisions, one from each of these
cor])s, noAv on the Avay north. Please notify Sheridan of this. Tavo
regiments from Poster’s dejiartment have arrived here. I have heard
of none others.

U. S. GBANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August if, 1864—11 a. m.

Lieut. Geii. U. S. Grant:
The following forAvarded for your information.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August 11
j
1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General : Two deserters from the enemy have just been forwarded

—

one from the Tenth Florida, Finegan’s brigade, Mahoneys division,

HilFs corps; the' other from the First Confederate Battalion, Davis’
brigade, Heth’s division, Hill’s corps. As far as their knowledge ex-

tends there has been no change in the position of the enemy’s four

divisions now on the south side of the Appomattox in the last three or

four days. Eichmond papers of yesterday had official reports of the
evacuation of Fort Powell, in Mobile Harbor, which was blown up by
the enemy before falling into our hands. They have no other informa-

tion of any importance.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

JIs^O. C. BABCOCK.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department,
August ff, 1864—1.15 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General; The following report has just been received from the
signal station near headquarters Eighteenth Corps:

a heavy dust seeu extending from a x^oint due south of this station along woods
m rear of city for about three-quarters of a mile. Column does not uncover at any
j)oint

;
has been j)assing a given x)oint for fifty-live minutes

;
many foot soldiers strag-

gling on road running j)arallel and moving to right. If I can catch sight of column,
I will rex)ort its nature.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
By order

:

WM. S. STEYKEE,
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps.

(Forwarded to General Grant by General Meade.)

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August If 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General; The following disifatch is respectfully forwarded:

Jordan House Station.

'^I'here has been a movement of cavalry this p. m. with twenty-five wagons and
ambulances. Tliey came out of retersburg in tlirection of Richmond. It is inqms-
sible to tell the number, as they were not well closed uj), but think about two small
regiments.

CLARK,
Signal Officer.

The station at the Walthall house reports the same movement.
' Very respectfully,

B. F. FISHEE,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Eespectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- Oeneral.
8 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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City Point. Ya., August llj 1864,

Major-General Meade,
Commanding^ Ae.

:

Has any discovery Eeeii made of the points where the enemy seem
to be mining ? If it can be ascertained nearly where they are running
their mines I think it would be well to let them run on without coun-
termining, in hopes of having them attack us, being (iareful, however, to

have at such places a second line in which to keep our men and to

establish batteries to sweep any breach that might be made by their

.

explosion.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 11, 1864—3.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I am not aware that the enemy’s mining operations are positively

known at any iioint. Major-General Warren, some time ago, thought he
had detectedevidences of their mining on his front, but he subsequently
concluded he was mistaken. The arrangements referred to by you of a
second line, &c., were at that time made by him.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 11, 1864—6 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August IL 1864—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following deserters have just been forwarded from the

headquarters of the Fifth Army Corps, all from Mahone’s division of

A. P. Hill’s corps: Private Crenshaw, Ninth Alabama, Sanders’ bri-

gade, came in 9th instant, 12 m. Private Fife, Ninth Alabama, Sanders’

brigade, came in 9th instant, 9.30 p. m. Private King, Ninth Alabama,
Sanders’ brigade, came in 9th instant, 9.30 p. m. Private Hammond,
Sixty-fourth Georgia, Wright’s brigade, came in 10th instant, 5 a. m.
Private Yan, Sixty-fourth Georgia, Wright’s brigade, came in 10th in-

stant, 5 a. m. Private AVen, Sixty-lirst Yirginia, AVeisiger’s brigade,

came in 9th instant, 12 m. Private Clarke, Eleventh Alabama,
Sanders’ brigade, came in lOtli instant, 3 a. m. Crenshaw states that

he heard from a man belonging to his regiment, who had lately seen a

man from Orange Court-House, that Kershaw’s division, of Long-
street’s corps, had passed through Orange Court-House on the way to

the Yalley. Cannot give the exact time; it was four or live days ago.

Wen states that it is believed in camp that one division of Longstreet’s
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corps lias goue to Hood’s army and another to the Valley. He also

states that a man from Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, came from
Chaffin’s farm to his regiment a few days since, at which time Wilcox
was between the Appomattox and James Eivers, in front of Major-
General Butler. All of deserters corroborate previous information
concerning the forces and their position on the south of the Appomattox,
vii.: Four divisions, posted from right to left as follows: Mahone, Heth,

Hoke, and Bushrod Johnson. Mahone’s division is located as follows:

V/jight’s brigade, on extreme right, not in trenches
j
Weisiger’s bri-

gade, next in linej Sanders’ brigade, next in line; Harris’ brigade, next
in line; Finegan’s brigade, next in line, on extreme left of the division,

and extending across the Jerusalem plank road. According to the
statements of these deserters the strength of Weisiger’s brigade has
been reduced to 750 men; that of Sanders’ brigade has been reduced
to 800 men for duty. Great disposition to desert in Sanders’ brigade.
Note.—From the right of the line we have information of Long-

street’s corps to the following dates : Field’s division near New Market,
or Deep Bottom, August 8; Kershaw’s division in General Butler’s

front, in rear of Pickett’s, August 7; Pickett’s division in General
Butler’s front, August 7. The position of Wilcox’s division, ofA. P. Hill’s

corps, is uncertain. General Butler telegraphs, on the 4th instant, that
^‘Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, is reported as being between New
Market and Chaffin’s farm. This, however, needs confirmation.”

yery respectfully, j^our obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

City Point, Va., Aiigust 11, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &c.:

There is very strong evidence, aside from that brought in by de-

serters, that the enemy are sending troops north. I think one division

each from Hill’s and Longstreet’s corps have gone. Is our line now in

position to be held by two corps?
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Referred to Major Duane, chief engineer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 11, 1864—11 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Reply to telegram of 7.30 delayed to get report of engineer officer.

Engineers report it will require three days to complete the redoubts
and rifle-pits in the fronts occupied by the Ninth and Fifth Corps, and
three days more to prepare all the abatis. This work can only be ex-
ecuted at niglit, it being^under the enemy’s fire; and owing to the ex-
treme heat of the weather and other causes the work is not as rapidly
executed as I expeeted. I have given orders to put on the maximum
force and push it. I know nothing of the condition of the work on the
Eighteenth Corps line.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 11, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Deserter to-day states that it was reported in camp that Kershaw’s
division passed through Orange Court-House for the Valley four or five

days ago. Six deserters from Mahone’s division to-day. Ko changes
south of Appomattox.

J. C. B[ABCOCKh

City Point, August 11, 1864.

Lieutenant Davenport,
General ButlePs Staff:

A negro who left Eichmond Monday says that on Sunday morning
Fitzhugh Lee’s division of cavalry came through Eichmond from toward
Petersburg and passed out on the Brook turnpike; that they were
more than an hour in passing, and the white folks said they were going
to re-enforce Early. He also thinks that trains were sent up on the
Central Eailroad on Saturday and Sunday with infantry. What he
knows about the infantry is very indistinct, but he states the story
about the cavalry with many circumstantial facts.

GEOECE H. SHAEPE,
Colonel, &c.

August 11, 1864.

A party of fifteen of enemy have just begun a new work 1,000 yards
to left of Chimneys. Enemy still hauling logs to the front. A party
of forty of the enemy left their first line and moved off toward Peters-

burg. They had knapsacks, haversacks, &c., but no muskets. Ko
other change. All quiet.

Eespectfully,
WAETS.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

August 11, 1864.

Major-General Warren;
Ko change. Few of enemy were laboring on work about 500 yards

to right of Chimneys, but our batteries have driven them away. Some
of the timber that the enemy have been hauling to first line of works
is now being used to brace up works.

WAETS,
Lieutenant.

(Same to Major Fisher.)

Plank Egad Signal Station,
August 11, 1864—1 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 11.30 a. m. 1,000 cavalry moved to our right on line of Weldon

railroad, and 150 horses (leading), followed by a train of 34 ambulances
and 61 wagons, a few wagons loaded with grain in the sheaf.

11. W. FULTOX,
Sergeant.
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Tree Station, August 11^ 1864—2 p. m.
Major Fisher:

At 11.30 a. m. thirty-six wagous seen moving toward onr right on
road near lead-works. A force of cavalry have just passed on the
Kichmond and Petersburg road going toward Eichmond. They Avere

ten minutes passing and were followed by six wmgons. Another com-
pany followed the wagons, taking four minutes to i)ass. There were
two flags, both red. Wagons have been jiassing just beyond on same
road for about twenty minutes, going toward Kichmond. I counted
thirteen before the caA^alry came and thirty after they had passed.

T. H. FEAEEY,
Second Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Atigust 11. 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The following dispatches are respectfully forwarded

:

Plank Road Signal Station.

At 2.30 p. m. a body of cavalry moved to our right on line of Weldon railroad,

followed by a train of fourteen wagons, but owing to the smoke intervening, blown
from the l)urning woods upon our left, a correct estimate as to the number of cavalry
could not be made. They probably numbered 500; were ten minutes in passing.
No other movement visible since last report. No change in camp visible.

FULTON.

Walthall House Station.

Between 2 and 3 p. m. saw heavy dust extending from lead-Avorks across the city;
could hot see what was moving, but from dust judged that the movement was
toward our right. It lasted twenty minutes. A similar line of dust seen about 5
p.m. The movement in same direction. The enemy have been conveying long tim-
ber from the Avood toward Fort Ulifton. Enemy reports an increase of hospital
tents near Point of Rocks.

FEAREY,
Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August llj 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

GenePvAL . The following dispatches are respectfully forwarded

:

.Jordan House Station.
There has been a moA^'ement of cavalry this p. m. with tAventy-five wagons and

ambulances. They came out of Petersburg in direction of Richmond. It is impos-
8i])le to tell the number, as they Avere not well closed up, but think about tAvo small
regiments.

CLARK,
Signal Officer.

Tlie station at the Walthall house reports the same movement.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. FISHEE,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer,
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Station near Gibbon’s House,
Angust 11, 1864—6.30 }). m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac:

The dust reported at 12.10 this p. lu. I think must have arisen from
teams moving from enemy’s left and disappearing in woods at point
about southwest, or near Dinwiddie road. A signal station in rear of

city at a point south-southwest plainly visible. Enemy yet busy on
works northwest and west-northwest of this station. Fire in Peters-

burg between 3 and 4 this a. m.
A. C. JOEDAN,

Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Second Briu., Third Hiv., Second Corps,
Angust 11, 1864.

Maj. John Hancock,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Dir., Second Corps:

Major: I would respectfully inform you that I have this day turned
over the command of the Second Brigade to Col. C. A. Craig, One hun-
dred and fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. J. MADILL,

Colonel 141st Pennsylvania Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augtist 11, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired in my
front during the night.

G. K. WARREK,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 11, 1864—9 p. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has transpired in

my front to-day. Nine deserters from the enemy Avere received and
forwarded to the provost-marshal-general. Four hundred men are at

work to-night at Battery Tilton.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Augusl 11, 1864—9 p. m.

I have the honor to report that nothing wortiiy of note has occurred
on my front to-day. To-night the picket-firing is quite brisk.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.
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Hdqrs. Second Brio., First Div., Ninth Army Corps,
Before Betershurg^ T7(., August 11^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir : I liave the honor to report that during my tour of duty no
movements were observed in the rebel line, but that they are reported
to be strengthening their works opposite the Fourth Division. The
traverses of the First Division front need improvement, which can be
accomplished by the men in the trenches with little labor. The officer

of the Second Division reports a new and strong work to the right of

the blown-up fort and in the thick woods, and he also recommends
drainage of the covered way near the railroad and deepening the ap-

proaches in a few points. Na change was observed in the Third Divis-

ion, and no recommendations are made. In the Fourth Division
nothing unusual occurred. The policing of the Second and Third Di-

visions has been improved since my last tour of duty, but in rear of all

the divisions the men are in -the practice of using the unoccuiiied works
as sinks, and in the Second Division, near one of the batteries, there is

a sink which I have called attention to twice, and which is shamefully
bad. All the ditches in rear of the works need to be widened.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GILBEET P. EOBINSON,

LieiU. Col.j Comdg. llecoyid Brig.., First Biv., Ninth Army Corps.

[ludorsement.]

Directions have been given to make the improvements reccmmended
in the above report.

LEWIS EICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petershurg, Va., August 11, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps :

Colonel: I have the honor to report that there has been but slight
firing on my front during the day. Brigade commanders report that
the enemy is apparently rei^airing the fort blown up on the 30th ultimo.
The men can be seen and heard at work. My lines are kept in good
repair, and are strengthened wherever there appears need for addi-
tional defenses.

I am, colonel, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
EOBEET B. POTTEE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Second Mounted Eifles, New York Yols.,
Near Petersburg, Ya., August 11, 1864.

Brigadier-General Potter,
Commanding Second Division, Ninth Army Corps

:

General : I have the honor to report as division officer of the day
for the 10th instant that I find the trenches generally elfective and
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protective. Witli ordinary care the men defending them are protected
from the fire of the enemy. The health of the men serving along and
near the line of railroad require that a strong pioneer force be ordered
to draw off the stagnant and putrid waterby filling the ditch on the west
side, which will force the water ont^ at the same time cover all sources
of disease so abundant in that locality. Considerable policing was
done yesterday^ and the camps of the First and Second Brigades much
improved, but two or tliree points along the sap by which the outer
lines are approached need raising. AYith these trifling exceptions, the
approaches are good and safe. 1 observe to the right of the fort of the
enemy blown up on the 30th ultimo, and farther back in a thick woods,
quite a large earth-work has been thrown up, the only recent change
noticed in the enemy’s works in front of this division.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN FISK,

Colonel Second Mounted Rifles^ Neiv Yorlc Vols.,

Division Officer of the Day, August 10, 1864.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,

In the Field, August 11, 1804—6.05 j). ni.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deimty Frovost-Alarshal- General, City Point:

Everything in our front here remains as heretofore. On the north
side of James deserters report no changes. Nothing, I am confident,

has left our entire front. I telegraphed you yesterday, but received no
answer.

JOHN I. DAVENPORT,
Lieut., Acting Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant FrovoslAIarshal.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,

In the Field, August 11, 1864—9.50 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy Frovost-Aiarshal-GencraJ, City Point:

I have just received a deserter from Terry’s brigade. He reports that

a rumor exists in their canqi that all of Longstreet’s corps, save Pickett,

have gone to Richmond, and thence north. A gentleman from Rich-

mond, who was seen by a comrade of his last night, informed them that

he had seen them in Richmond. The man knows nothing of any one in

his rear, and says that he knows the cavalry all left. Kershaw’s divis-

ion was in their rear. I imagine, and indeed believe, that very likely

they have gone as he says. No deserters from Field’s to-day. He may
have gone Avith them. It is believed in Pickett’s division that they

are about to march and to be relieved by Heth’s division. There is

strong circumstantial CAudence to confirm this.

JOHN I. DAA^ENPORT,
Lieut., Acting Aide-de- Camp, and Assistant Provost-Alarshal.
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IlDQRS. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 11^ 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Water Battery reports at 4.25 p. m.
that the enemy have thrown np works to the north and east of Cox’s

Mill to-day.”

Very respectfnlly, &c.,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Broadway Landing, Ya., Aiigust 11, 1864.

Brigadier-General Eamsay,
Chief of Ordnance, TJ. S. Army,

\YmdeSs Building, Washington, B. C. :

I have sixteen Coehorns in ])osition and could fire 1,000 rounds daily

to advantage. My supply of this ammunition is nearly exhausted,
although it has been economized to onr serious detriment, the rebel

mortar fire now exceeding our own. In response to my letter of 15th
instant and telegram of 19th instant, I have only received about 1,700
rounds. Ifpossible I urgently request a prompt filling of the requisitions

for 20,000 rounds, with preparations for a further supply if called for.

HENEY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding Siege Train.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, August 11, 1864—5.25 a. m.

Colonel Curtis,
Commanding Brigade

:

Colonel: Your troops will not be kept under arms any longer, as

the emergency is passed.” They will be returned to their camps.
By order of Brigadier-General Turner

:

ISEAEL E. SEALY,
Captain, Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols., Acffg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Fort Pocahontas, Va., August 11, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
On the 0th of August, at 2.30 p. m., I received the following dispatch

from Colonel Innis, commanding at Fort Powhatan

:

A -white nigger lias just reported to me that there are three companies of cavalry
within three miles of this fort; also a large infantry force on the Surry Court-House
road. He says 3,000—I think the 400 or 5001 spoke to you about yesterday. I sent
out thirty or forty cavalry to repair the telegraiih line this a. m., but they were
driven in. What shall I do?

At 3 p. m. I sent the following to Colonel Innis:

Keep a sharp lookout, but don’t risk surprise or capture.

Deeming it important to destroy or capture the rebel force that was
interruptiug the telegraiffi at 3.45 p. m. I telegraphed to Captain Pit-
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kill, at City Point, to send me a steamer tliat night, to enable me to

cross the river with a part of my force at this post, to which I received
no reply until between 7 and 8 o’clock on the morning of the 10th in-

stant, when the steamer called for reported. My purpose was to send
a section of my light battery and about 150 men to Fort Powhatan in

the evening, and during the night to land about 250 men below Cabin
Point, and endeavor to surprise the rebels at daylight this morning by
a simultaneous movement of both detachments. At 9.30 a. m. August
10 I received the following dispatch from Colonel Innis:

We are about sending out all our available force. In case we are driven in ean I

depend upon you for assistance?

To which I replied

:

Make no movement until I come
;
will be with you in an hour.

In less than one hour I was at Fort Powhatan, and then and there
first learned that General Graham had sent a force down the river, and
that Colonel Innis had been requested to co-operate with him. I imme-
diately directed Colonel Innis to send out all the men he could possibJy
spare and sent back to Wilson’s Landing for 375 men, 100 of whom
I directed to remain at Fort Powhatan, and 275 I sent to re-enforce the
detachment sent forward by Colonel Innis. A part of the force marched
as far as Cabin Point and scouted the country about there, arrested

several citizens who, with one exception, persisted that no more than
six rebel soldiers had been seen recentl}^ in that neighborhood. From
one party they learned that about seventy-five rebel cavalry had that
morning gone off on the Blackwater road. They found the telegraph
line down at several points but not broken. Between 8 and 9 o’clock

the force returned to Fort Powhatan.
I inclose herewith a report of Lieutenant Swain, which accounts for

the fact that no communication was received from Fort Powhatan on
the night of the 9th instant. To your remark about not getting up to

make movements until 10.45, I have no reply to make, feeling that the
same was uncalled for and unjust.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GILMAN MAESTON,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

[Inclosure,]

•

Fort Pocahontas, Va., August f 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. Marston,
Commanding Brigade

:

General : In answer to your inquiries I have the honor to report

that I was at the signal station at this post on the night of the 9th
instant until fifteen minutes of 11 o’clock, and gave my men instruc-

tions to use extra caution on watch. My sergeant at Fort Powhatan
states that he called this station from 11 to 12 o’clock that night.

During the afternoon and just previous to sunset we could communi-
cate by signals only at intervals, and I have reason to suppose that
during the time this station was called the smoke in the atmosphere
prevented their torch from being seen at this distance, nearly eight

miles.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JULIUS M. SWAIN,

Second Lieutenant and Signal Officer.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 11^ 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant .

A deserter came in tliis a. m.
;
reports that he heard a cook, who came

to liis regiment last night from the other side of Petersburg, say that
he heard a man just from Pichmond say that part of Lee’s troops were
going north through Eichmoud yesterday. As cars were running on
the Eichmond railroad during the night there may be something in

the report.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Eorfolk, August li, 1864.

Colonel Shaffer:
Colonel: The order intended for Colonel Garrard’s cavalry to

relieve Colonel Himon’s regiment. First U. S. Volunteer Infantry, as

provost-guard in this district, was inadvertently sent to these head-
' quarters for transmission. Colonel Garrard’s cavalry is not in this

command. He has probably not received the order. Eo troops here
to relieve Colonel Dimon. I shall be at the front Saturday.

G. F. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
Neio Bernej N. (7., August If, 1864.

E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of TTur, Washington., D. G. :

Sir : The nature of the proposition I shall make in this communica-
tion must be the excuse I offer for sending direct to you. There is in

the State of North Carolina, in proximity to our lines, quite a large

supply of cotton which I am convinced can be procured for the Govern-
ment if I can be permitted [to use] my own extraordinary means of

obtaining it. This cotton has been inland for a long time, or a great
deal of it hid away for the purpose of keeping it from the rebel Govern-
ment or from raiding parties of our forces. The owners have in many
instances expressed a perfect willingness to dispose of it to our Gov-
ernment, but the first attempt to get it from the hiding-places to points
where I could receive it would be the cause of its being seized or

destroyed by the rebels. The owners, too, in most cases, are men who
have had the confidence of the former commander of Plymouth, and
befi)re the fall ot that place promises of assistance to get the cotton
witbin our lines were made. Now 1 would propose to obtain this cotton
in this way: Whisky will draw cotton when nothing else will, and a
trustworthy, honorable man here makes tlie proposition to place at

points where I can easily send for it some liundreds of bales, at the
rate of a bale of cotton for a barrel of whisky. Now a bale of cotton
is worth to the Government at least $500 over and above the cost of
transportation, and the common whisky is worth, or costs the Govern-
ment here, say $50 to $00. It is probable that from 1,500 to 2,000 bales
could be procured in tliis way, thus })lacing a large amount of money
into the hands of the Government, and at the same time we put this

cotton out of the way of the rebels. They will, I fear, sooner or later
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get it if we do not. Tlien tlie whisky will do onr enemies no good.
It will do them more harm, and for my part I would not care how much
they had, if we could get sinews of war in exchange for itT It is no
use for us to send raiding parties for this cotton or to send agents to
purchase it with our money; thus would we insure its destruction. As
a matter of course the person who is to procure this cotton is worthy
of his hire, and that he is willing to leave to you or to me if his propo-
sition he accepted. It is my impression that the one-tenth of all cotton
so procured ought to be a sufficient reward. I beg an early reply to
this, and if the plan seems a good one I beg that the commissary of
subsistence at New York be directed to send at once to the commis-
sary department here 100 barrels of common whisky; 900 more if I

direct a requisition for that amount to be made on him, and still

another 900 if the venture sliould prove a success.

I am^ sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 12^ 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Send orders to Major-General Hancock to move his command as soon
as practicable to City Point. His artillery and trains to be sent to-

night, or at such time as not to be seen by the enemy, to the vicinity of
the Point of Rocks bridge, cross the same and move over to some point
in rear of the center of General Butler’s line and out of sight of the
enemy. Send orders to Gregg to make the necessary arrangements to

relieve his division by Kautz’s command to-night, Kautz to protect our
left and rear and watch over to the James. Gregg, with his division, to

move to-morrow to Point of Rocks, at such time as his movement Avill be
concealed from the enemy, cross the bridge, and move to Deep Bottom
and across the James, reporting to Hancock. Be particular in notify-

ing all officers that the orders are confidential, and every effort must
be made to conceal the destination of the several corps from their own
troops as well as the enemy. The idea will be held out that the Ninth
Corps is going to Washington.

[MEADE.]

Jordan’s House, August 12^ 1864—1 p. m.
Major Fisher :

A large wagon train moving west, apparently from Butler’s front,

has just passed open space about six miles northwest from this point.

Enemy’s signal officers report one regiment of cavalry crossing pontoon
to Prince George side, also unusual number of gun-boats and steamers

above pontoon.
T. R. CLARK,

Captain and Signal Officer.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 12^ 1864.

Major Fisher :

A column of the enemy’s cavalry, followed by thirty-eight wagons,

has just passed a point on the Richmond turnpike north 40 degrees
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west from here, going toward Eichmond. The column occupied forty

minutes in passing, independent of the wagons, and carried at least two
battle-flags which were visible.' The enemy’s signal officers report con-

siderable activity among our shipping off Point of Eocks and a regiment
of cavalry crossing pontoon bridge to this side.

G. L. DAYIS,
Captain and Signal Officer.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 12, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The following just received from General Crawford is sent for your
information. The man is on his way to your headquarters

:

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 12, 1864.

General : Two men belonging to the artillery of the Second Corps deserted to the
enemy last evening. A deserter named Frederick Schaiinel, Company C, Eighth Ala-
bama, Sanders’ brigade, of Mahone’s division, came into my lines this evening. He
left Richmond on Sunday last, having been in the hospital there. He confirms the
report I sent on the 8th in regard to Kershaw’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, having
gone to the Valley. He saw Kershaw’s old brigade of the division pass through
Richmond on Sunday. He says also that more of that corps has gone north. He
states also that Major Duncan, of Mahone’s staff, said to the ffivision surgeon (Wood)
in his presence that Lee had certainly gone north. A man who had returned to the
regiment yesterday says that an artillery train passed through Richmond on Tuesday
going to Early, and that as he came down to Petersburg he saw wagon trains of
cavalry going northward. This man repeats the story of a mine being constructed
toward the fort on Griffin’s front. He says that twenty men from each regiment are
on daily detail to work at this mine and that the men from his regiment told him
where they were at work.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

liriga dier- General.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 12, 1864—5.45 p. m.

Eespectfully forwarded for Lieutenant General Grant’s information.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 12,1864—2 p. m.
(Eeceived 10.40 p. m.)

Quartermaster-General U. S. Army :

Think I have shipped means of transportation as follows: 239 teams
of the Sixth Corps and 428 of tlie Cavalry Corps, making G67 wagons
and teams completed. They are ordered to be reported to General 1).

11. Eucker. Please advise him that no more will be sent at present, and
that those forwarded should retain their present organizations and
should join the commands to which they appertain. When necessary
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any number more of organized trains can be sent. I will now hold
transports until it is decided about moving troops. Two or three
divisions of rebel troops have lately left our front.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Chief

.

Quartermaster,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

Atigust 12,, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from Perry’s brigade (now Finegan’s),
Eighth Florida Regiment, came into our lines about 7 o’clock last even-
ing. They bring no important information. As far as they know the
enemy’s position remains unchanged. They report that the enemy are
sinking shafts, either mining or countermining, at a point very near
the Jerusalem plank road and on the part of the line occupied by Fin-

egan’s (Florida) brigade.

Note.—This was reported by one of Finegan’s men yesterday, who
had seen the shafts. One of them he said was about 150 yards from
the Jerusalem plank road, and about sixty yards in rear of the trenches.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. 0. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal General’s Department,

August 12, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following telegram has just been received:

City Point, August 12, 1864.

J. C. Babcock:
Deserters received to-day from Pickett’s and Hoke’s divisions and Scales’ brigade

all agree tbat tlie cavalry before reported and Kersbaw’s division are gone to Early.
Nothing heard to-day of Field’s division, but the probabilities are that he has gone.

SHARPE,
Colonel.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

August 12, 1864—6.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

General : A deserter from the Eighth Alabama, Sanders’ brigade,
Mahone’s division. Hill’s corps, came in this afternoon about 1.30

o’clock. He states that he left Richmond last Sunday morning (where
he has been for the past two months in hospital) for Petersburg, at

which time he saw Kershaw’s old brigade marching from the Peters-

burg depot to the Virginia Central depot, on the way to Early, in the
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Valley,* that ne asked what brigade it was, and where they were going;

that troops were inarching through Kichmond all night last Saturday
night, and took the cars, at the Central depot; understood that all of

Kershaw’s division was going to the Valley, and had passed through
Kichmond Saturday night and Sunday morning last; informant knows
nothing of Field’s division; thinks Kershaw’s division is all that has
gone; reports no change in the enemy’s position on the south side of

the Appomattox; it is generally understood that the enemy is mining
in the direction of Fort Griffin; shafts are being sunk in Finegan’s
brigade; General Ewell is in command of the defenses of Kichmond;
there are no troops in the fortifications or about the city other than the
home guards and city battalions

;
saw Kichmond papers of to-day

—

they had no further news from Atlanta or Mobile.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JKO. 0. BABCOCK.

City Point, August 12^ 1864.

J. C. Babcock:
We have five refugees forwarded through our depot who left Kich-

mond last night at 8 o’clock. During the night of Saturday and Sun-
day troops were marched through Kichmond to the Central depot.
Great care was taken to conceal the movement, and they were reported
at one time as two divisions, and at another as two brigades. The
cavalry was well known to be Fitzhugh Lee’s. The artillery went
through Sunday night and was counted at twenty pieces. Dispatch
from Captain Leet says that our men report these troops to have passed
through Gordonsville. Dispatch from Lieutenant Davenport during
the night showing reason to believe that McLaws and Field have left.

SHAKPE,
Colonel.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 12, 1864—6.45 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserter from Eighth Alabama left Kichmond hospital on Sunday
morning last. Saw Kershaw’s old brigade passing through the city to
take the cars at Virginia Central Kailroad depot. Troops passed through
Kichmond all night on Saturday last, and it was Avell understood that
all of Kershaw’s division took the Virginia Central Kailroad between
dark on Saturday and daylight on Sunday morning last. He knows
nothing at all of Field’s division.

J. C. B[ABCOOK].

Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and NTorth Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,

Pi the Field, August 12, 1864—11.15 a. m.
Colonel Sharpe,

Deputy Provost-Marshell- General, City Point:

Three deserters from Pickett’s division received this a. m. They
report all the cavalry in their rear to have left on Saturday night and
gone to the Valley. Kershaw’s division has also left their rear and
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gone to Eiclimond and thence on. They state that two other divisions

went with Kershaw’s, but Avhose they do not knoAv. I haA^e nothing as
yet from the north side of the James. I fear Field has left there, but
know nothing of it.

JOHN I. DAVENPOET,
Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Campj and Assistant Frovost-Marshal.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Korth Carolina,
Office of Bureau of Information,

In the Field, August 12, 1861—7 p. m.
Colonel Sharpe,

Deputy Provost-Alarshal- General

:

Deserters to-day from Hoke’s and Pickett’s divisions and Scales’ bri-

gade. Ko further ucaa s of interest. All insist that troops have left for

the Valley. Some have it more and some less. Kone to-day from Field.

JOHN I. DAVEKPOET,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Provost-Marshat.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Kortii Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,
In the Field, August 12, 1861—10 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy Provost-AIarshal- General, City Point

:

Two refugees, just in from Eichmond, leaving there on Tuesday noon?
say there was infantry went upon the cars to the Valley on Saturday
night. Don’t know Avhat. On Sunday Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry,

Stuart’s light horse artillery, with some other battery, went through.
The infantry was Kershaw beyond a doubt. I do not think Field has
gone. Hope to ascertain to-morrow.

JOHN I. DAVEKPOET,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
August 12, 1861—8.30 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 7.15 a. m. a body of cavalry, numbering 1,100, moved to our right

on line of Weldon railroad, followed by a train of twelve ambulances
and forty-one wagons. Still Avorking on front line, left of Gregory’s
house. Ko change in camps.

H. W. FULTOK,
Sergeant.

Signal Station, Plank Eoad,
Axigxist 12, 1861—7.15 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Thirteen wagons to our right and fifteen to our left this a. m., besides

train with cavalry already reported. About 100 men, with arms and
knapsacks, moved to our left in line of Weldon railroad at 5.30 p. m.
Enemy hauling logs in considerable quantities in forts on our right and
front. Ko. change of camps.

H. W. FULTOK,
Sergeant,
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 12, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General; I have the honor to forward the following reports just

received

:

. Jordan House—9.45 a. m.

A column of cavalry has just passed Whitehead’s going to our right marching hy
twos, and forty-live minutes in i^assing a point; were followed hy six ambulances.
Straggling cavalrymen are constantly passing to our right.

CLARK,
Captain.

Near Headquarters Fifth Army Corps—9 a. m.

Enemy at work in small squads at different points of line.

LYON,
Lieutenant.

I am, g
By order

:

eneral, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

WM. S. STRYKEB,
First-Lieutenant, Adjutant Signal Corps.

August. 12, 1864—9.30 a. m.
Major Fisher:
An hour ago twenty-eight wagons passed toward city on the road to

the left of lead-works. Enemy’s signal officer reports a company of cav-
alry crossing pontoon bridge toward Bermuda Hundred.

0. L. DAVIS,
Captain, &c.

August 12, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Major Fisher:
A column of enemy’s cavalry, followed by thirty-eight wagons, has

just passed a point on Kichmond turnpike north 40 degrees west from
here, going toward Eichmond. The column occupied forty minutes in

passing independent of the wagons, and carried at least two battle-

flags which were visible. Enemy’s signal officer reports considerable
activity among our shipping olf Point of Eocks, and a regiment of cav-
alry crossing pontoon bridge to this side.

GHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain, &c.

Station near Gibbon’s House,
August 12, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac :

An unusual amount of stir in enemy’s wagon tram visible to-day-
One train of twenty-three wagons passed a point about three miles
west of this station, moving on a road running to enemy’s depot of sup-
plies on Petersburg and Eichmond Eailroad

;
also, train of nine wagons

on same road moving in opposite direction. Eo further movement
9 R R—VOL XLII, FT II



130 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

noticed on road reported this in. A t 4 p. ni. a body of cavalry, esti-

mated at 350 men, passed a iioint about lialf a mile to right of Farley’s

bouse, moving south-soutbwest. A considerable dust seen occasionally

nearly all day on roads south and west of city, and should think it in-

dicated more than the usual travel on main roads. Since 4 p. m. dust
and smoke have inclosed whole country round city.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the 1'otomac, Signal Department,
August 12.^ 186J.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch has just been received, and is

respectfully forwarded for your information :

Gibbon’s House, August 12, 1864.

(Via Eighteenth Army Corps.)
Major Fisher :

A wagon train has been steadily passing a point southwest of this station for about
sixty minutes. They move in a direction south-southwest. A heavy dust for about
same time along line of Petersburg and Richmond Railroad, but covered from ob-
servation. About 300 troops moved at head of wagon train. Considerable dust
south of city, but not steadily.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant Signal Corps, 4’c.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant.

By order:
WM. S. STRYKER,

First Lieutenayit and Adjutant Signal Corps.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A^igust 12j 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have no further movement upon the part of the enemy
during the day to report excepting that there seemed to be more than
usual activity upon the various roads during the day. One of my
lookouts reports that about 4 p. m. the atmosphere became too hazy
to see movements, but a bank of dust seemed to rise in vicinity of city

and extend across the river and on to the right. He thought it indi-

cated a movement, but was not certain. I give it for what it is worth.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. FISHER,
CajAam a^id Chief Signal Offieer.

Special Orders,
No. 268.
* *

War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
Washington, August 12, 1864,*****

41. First Lieut. C. G. Chaffee, Ordnance Department, is hereby-
relieved from duty at Allegheny, Pa., and will report in fierson without
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delay to tlie cominaudiiig general Army of the Potomac to relieve
First. Lieut. M. Schalf, Ordnance Department, in his duties as depot
ordnance officer. Army of the Potomac.

42. First Lieut. M. Schaff, Ordnance Department, on being relieved
from duty in the Army of the Potomac, will repair at once to Eeading,
Pa., and relieve Oapt. S. 0. Lyford, Ordnance Department, in his

duties as inspector of cannon and projectiles at that place.

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 72. i City Foint, Fu., Aiigust 12^ 1864.

I. Col. F. McGilvery, First Maine Light Artillery, is temporarily
relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac, and will report in

person to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department of Virginia
and North Carolina, for assignment as chief of artillery of the Tenth
Army Corps, Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, commanding.*******
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 12j 1864—11.15 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Comynanding Second Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs that you move your command
as soon as practicable to City Point. Your artillery and trains will be
sent to-night, or at such times as not to be seen by the enemy, to the
vicinity of the Point of Eocks bridge, cross the same, and move over to
some iioint in rear of the center of General ButleFs line and out of sight of
the enemy. The movementofthe artillery and trains must at all times be
concealed from the enemy. General Gregg will be immediately directed
to move to-morrow secretly to Deep Bottom and across the James, and
report to you. The major-general commanding directs me to enjoin
upon you that these orders are strictly confidential, and every arrange-
ment and efibrt must be made to (*onceal the destination of the corps
from the officers and troops, artillery and trains, and from the enemy.
The idea will be held out that the Second Corps is going to Washington.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 12, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Your dispatch of 11.15 a. m.' just received. I will adjourn
tlie court of inquiry at once, until such time as 1 may again assemble
it, as it cannot i)roceed, 1 think

j
there will be but one member; I



132 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap, LIV.

slioiild, however, like to have advice on that subject. 1 have a detail
of 1,000 men at workj I should like to have them returned at once. I

shall move my command as soon as it gets ready. I understand about
the wagons and artillery.

Your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Your order is confidential, but it cannot be executed properly unless
1 send staff officers to Point of Eocks to select such i)laces for trains
and artillery as may meet the order, which will give them an idea.

W. S. H.,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Auejnst 12, 1864—12.45 p. m.

(Eeceived 1 p. m.)
Major-General Hancock,

Goynmandinci Second Corps

:

The major-general commanding -advises that you adjourn the court.
Duane will be ordered to send back the detail at once. The com-
manding general considers that it would be better, in view of what
you write, not to move the artillery and trains until night, and that
the idea should be given that the artillery and trains embark at Ber-
muda Hundred to exi)edite the embarkation for Washington.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of* Staff

.

Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A^igiist 12, 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

By direction of the major-general commanding I transmit you here-

with a copy* of Lieutenant-General Grant’s letter to him of the 25th of

July, which will form your instructions under the orders sent you this

morning. The objects of your lU’esent expedition are identically the
same as the former under the same instructions. It is ascertained that
the enemy have re-enforced Early recently with three infantry divisions,

KershaAv’s and Field’s, of Longstreet’s corps, and Wilcox’s, of Hill’s

corps, and Lee’s division of cavalry, leaving only fiA^e divisions here.

The commanding general directs that besides the rations and ammuni-
tion directed to be carried on the person you have six days’ rations in

trains and the ammunition required by recent orders.

A. A. HUMPHEETS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 12, 1864.

The infantry command Avill be in readiness to move as soon as prac-

ticable. As soon as divisions are in readiness to move the commanders
will report the fact at these headquarters. Tlie artillery and trains

See Yol. XL, Part III, p. 437.
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will be ill readiness, but probably will not move until some time after

the infantry. - The headquarters’ spring-wagon, ambulances, medical,

and other wagons usuallj^ allowed to move with the troops, will not move
with the troops, but will be parked under the direction of Captain'

McEntee, assistant quartermaster, and will move under his direction.

The general train will move under direction of Captain Shallenberger,

assistant quartermaster. The details now absent on fatigue will be
ordered to join their commands at once. The artillery and trains will

not hitch up until so directed. If not already supplied, the troops will

at once be supplied with rations of the required amount.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FBAN^CIS A. WALKEB,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Corps,
August 12, 1864.

During the temporary absence of Maj. John G. Hazard, First Bhode
Island Artillery, Capt. A. J. Clark, First Bew Jersey Artillery, senior

ofticer, will assume command of the Artillery Brigade.
By command of Maj. John G. Hazard:

U. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 12, 1864—9 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred in my
front last night. Heavy picket-firing in front of the command on my
right was kept up all night. Early this morning the enemy opened
some of his heavy guns. He fired both last night and this morning
from the heavy battery near the iilank road. Two deserters from
Florida brigade were received and sent up this morning.

G. K. WABBEY,
Major- Generac.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 12, 1864—9 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

.

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has transpired
in my front during the day. Nineteen hundred and fifty men from this
corps are at work to-night on the line.

G. K. WABBEN,
Alajor- General, Commanding.

Special Orders,
No. 199.

* #

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 12, 1864.

(>. The detachment of the First Michigan Cavalry, Lieut. William H.
Wheeler commanding, on duty at these headquarters, having been
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relieved by Captain Martin’s company of the Fourth Pennsylvania
Cavalry, will, in compliance with paragraph 2 of Special Orders, No.
215, headquarters Army of the Potomac, proceed to join the First Cav-
alry Division, dt Harper’s Ferry.#**##**
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- GeneraJ.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 12, 1864—9 a. m.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Nothing unusual occurred on my front during last night. Early this

morning the enemy opened with some heavy guns, supposed to be 20-

pounders, from their new battery on the right of the Fifth Corqis, and
fired a few times at Roomer’s battery.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 12, 1864.

I have the honor to report the usual state of affairs on my line dur-
ing the day. The enemy used a good deal of artillery about night-fall,

apparently only for purposes of annoyance.
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 12, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel: I liave the honor to report that the firing on my front,

both musketry and artillery, was more than usually heavy during the
night. Nothing of importance occurred, however, and the occasion of

this increased fire is not ai)parent.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 12, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to report no changes on my front the last

twelve hours. The picket and artillery fire has been much heavier
than usual. The enemy opened with heavy guns, supposed to be
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20-pouuders, from tlieir new work in front of tbe right of the Fifth

Corps. I should judge it was near the McKenzie house. They fired a
few shots at Eoeiner’s battery.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General^ Commandirg.

Headquarters Third Division, Xintii Army Corps,
Aiigust 12j 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to report no changes in my front during the
day. The enemy have been busy with the spade, and have used their

artillery, in their new work in front of our extreme left.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 12

j
1864—11,45 a. m. ^

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The major-general commanding directs that you make the necessary
arrangements to relieve your division to-night by Kautz’s command,
which will picket and patrol on our left and rear and watch over
toward the James. You will move with your division to-morrow to

Point of Eocks at such times as to conceal your movement from the
enemy, cross the bridge and move to Deep Bottom and across the
elames, and report to Major-General Hancock. Your whole movement
must be concealed from the enemy and secretly made. The major-
general commanding particularly enjoins upon you every effort to con-
ceal the destination of the command from the troops as well as from
the enemy. If the movement of the Second Corps becomes known the
idea will be held out that it is going to Washington. These orders
are to be regarded as strictly confidential.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Special Orders,
\
Hdqrs. 2d Brig., 2d Div., Cav. Corps,

Xo. 00. j

'
- August 12, 1864.

Col. J. Irvin Gregg having been relieved from duty as division com-
mander, Col. M. Kerwin, temporarily in command of the brigade dur-
ing his absence, is hereby relieved and will report to his regiment.#*#***#
By command of Col. J. Irvin Gregg, commanding brigade:

JXO. B. MAITLAXD,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.
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City Point, Va., August 13, 1864.

Major-General Butler, Commanding, <&c.:

It having become evident that the enemy has sent north two if not
three divisions of infantry, twenty-three pieces of artillery, and one
division of cavalry, beside the dismounted cavalry, and a few regi-

ments to Charleston, I am determined to see if we cannot force him to

return here or give us an advantage. To do this I have given the
same instructions as for the last move from Deep Bottom. There is

this diftbrence, however, in the preparation : The Second Corjis, the
only one out of line and foot loose, will march here this afternoon to

embark in steamers. They will be under the impression, except the
commander, that Washington is their destination. To facilitate em-
barkation (ostensibly) the artillery and transportation go to Bermuda
Hundred to-night. After dark to-morrow night the pontoon bridge
will be laid at the same place as on the former occasion. As soon as
laid, or soon after 12 o’clock at night, the cavalry and artillery will

commence crossing. The infantry, w^hich will all be embarked here
during the day on steamers, will start so as to reach Deep Bottom
about 2 a. m. the 14th. I hope to have prompt movements and favor-

able results. What force can you spare from Bermuda Hundred to be
used north of the James with this expedition? Whatever force you
can spare, reducing the force to hold your line to a minimum, I wish
you to have ready to follow the artillery and cavalry soon after day-
light on the 14th.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Grant:

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 12, 1864—5.30 o^clocJc.

Your note of instructions is received. Owing to the recent arrival

of the South Carolina troops, I am unable to say just how many we
can spare for the purpose, but I think 10,000 men for a week’s oper-

ations, and perhaps more, if the Eighteenth holds its ground for the
present. I will write you in detail and at length as soon as I can as-

certain precisely.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, Va., August 12, 1864.

Major-General Butler, Commanding, &c.:

Our iiitrenchments are now so strong that with a very thin line

they can be held. We have the further security that the enemy has
shown that he feels no inclination to attack fortifications. Under this

view I have been thinking that with the colored troops alone, or at

furthest with the colored troops and the white troops of the Tenth
Corps, the Eighteenth Corps might be got foot loose to rest ami
fit up for other service, which 1 will make knowai to you. I think

one infantry man to six feet the greatest abundance at Bermuda, and
one to four feet sufficient for the line north of the Appomattox. As
soon after the matter about which 1 advised you confidentially an hour
ago is settled, 1 wish you would take this matter in hand.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, oe Virginia and North Carolina,
August 12^ 1864,

Lieutenant-General Grant :

We liave caught enough of a signal jnessage to rebel rams to learn

that they have a deserter. Message is as follows:

Aud that they are cuttiug a canal through. The explosion Tuesday, he says, was a
gun-boat.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB, .

Major- General.

Confidential.] Headquarters Arimy of the Potomac,
August 12, 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General Butler :

What is the condition of affairs in front of General Foster? Can a
force get out at that point or must it cross below?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Geiieral.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Aiigust 12, 1864—3.50 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

There is no physical difficulty in getting out on Foster’s front as well

as below
;
in either case you will meet about three brigades in light

rifle-pits.

EENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General, Commanding.

P. S.—Have captured General Law’s (Alabama) brigade assistant
adjutant-general, who says when we took those guns before at Deep
Bottom therewere but 3,000 men on that side, and, I believe, even more
the next day.

B. F. B.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 12, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
The within just received in reply to my inquiry.

• GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 12, 1864—1.15 p. m.

General Butler :

Two flag-of-truce boats of the enemy are at Cox’s Wharf loaded with
troops. No communication with them yet.

LUDLOW.
Those boats are communicating with Major Mulford at Aiken’s.

B. F. BUTLEB.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 12, 1864.

Captain N^orton:

Two rebel steamers near Dutcli Gap with flag of truce.

G. S. DANA,
GaiJtain, &c.

Colonel Shaffer:
Bermuda; August 12, 1864.

Colonel: The U. S. steamer Varuna has just arrived with troops

—

Seventh U. S. Colored Troops, 750 men, 33 ofiicers. Colonel Shaw com-
manding. General Birney and staff are on board. I have communi-
cated your orders directing the officer in command of troops to report
to Major-General Birney, Tenth Army Corj^s.

JOHN B. HOWARD,
Lieutenant- Colonel, (&c.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 12, 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff':

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 12.30 p. m
a heavy column of dust was seen to the rear of the railroad junction,
advancing toward Richmond.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Offieer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 12, 1864—5 p. m.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received and is re-

spectfully forwarded

:

Spring Hill Signal Station,
August 12, 1SG4—4.45 p, m.

Captain Norton:
A train of twenty-two cars, heavily loaded rvith troops, jnst passed the Junction

toward Richmond. v

'

A. G. SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Ii^orth Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 12^ 1864—6,15 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received and is

respectfully forwarded

:

Spring Hill Signal Station,
August 12, 1864—6 m.

Captain Norton:
A heavy coliinm of dust is seen west and northwest of railroad junction, moving

toward Richmond.
A. G. SIMONS,

Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, &c..

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 100. ) In the Field.) August 12^ 1864.##***#*

5. The Ninth IT. S. Colored Troops will report for duty to Brig. Gen.
William Birney, U. S. Volunteers, and will form, with the other regi-

ments under General Birney’s command, a separate brigade.#*#*#**
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field) Ratcher^s, Fa., August 12, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commanding First Division) Tenth Army Corps

:

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send the
major of the Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery to Dutch Gap, to

report to Major Ludlow, of General Butler’s staff, immediately.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field) Fa., Aiigust 12) 1864,

Respectfully referred to Maj. T. *7. Strong, commanding Sixteenth
New York Heavy Artillery, wlio will report to Major Ludlow, as within
ordered, immediately.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Fort Powhatan, August 12^ 1864—9.45 a. m.
(Eeceived 11.15 a. m.)

Major Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

I liave returned from Cabin Point this morning with my command

—

230 men. I was ordered by General Kantz, on lOtli instant, to proceed
to this point and operate with gnn-boat force and assist in lepairing
telegraph. I sent a squadron to Swan Point and repaired the line

five miles from Cabin Point. The wire has been cut by the enemy since

our return. The colonel commanding post desires me to await instruc-

tions from commanding; general. My men and horses are fatigued and
the command is without rations or forage. The wire can be cut by a
few scouts of the enemy at any time.

C. KLEINZ,
Lieut. Colonel., Commanding Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

City Point, August 13, 1864.

Tleceived 4 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Chief of Staff:

The Sixth and Tenth New York Heavy Artillery are ordered to

Washington. General Augur made request for a particular regiment,
giving, however, only the name of its colonel, Wlieeler. No regiment
commanded by Colonel Wheeler can be found here.

H. S. GEANT,
Lieuteyiant- General.

Washington, August 13, 1864 —9.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point, Va.:

I presume the regiment asked for by General Augur was the Second
Nev/ York, Colonel Whistler. Boards are sent to examine hospitals as

fast as we can get surgeons. In the meantime inspections are being
made by local surgeons. The extreme heat has liad a very bad effect

upon the sick in hospitals. All troops under General Po])e, not actually

in the Indian campaign, were ordered to General Sherman, and special

inspection made of his deiiartment. A new demand for troops to-day
from Indiana, and fears expressed of an attenq)! to release the prison-

ers of war.
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—8 a. m.

Will you give the necessary orders about the bridges at Deep Bot-

tom? I have directed Hancock to confer with j ou fully on the pro-

posed nlan of o])erations.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,
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City Point, Ya., August 13^ 1864.

General Meade:
I have given all the orders for bridges, &g. Hancock will be re-en-

forced by 9,000 men from Butler.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, August 13, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
Send a regiment of heavy artillery to this place to embark for Wash-

ington, and let me know the name and number of the regiment as soon
as possible.

’

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The Sixth New York Heavy Artillery, Colonel Kitching commanding,
will be at once sent to City Point, in compliance with your telegram,

iust received.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 13, 1864.
Major-General Meade :

If the enemy are reduces as much in numbers as we have reason to

believe they are, Hancock’s movements to-morrow may lead to almost
the entire abandonment of Petersburg. Have this watched as closely

as you can, and if you find this view realized, take such advantage of it

as you deem best. Either move to the left with such troops as you can
take from the Ninth and the Fifth Corps, leaving but a very thin line,

or draw out the Fifth Cori)s entire to move with according to your
judgment. I shall go to Deep Bottom early in the morning.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 13, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Two deserters from theTentli Yirginia Cavalry, Chambliss’
brigade, who came in to-day, rei)ort that their brigade camp is about tliree

miles from Reams’ Station, on the other side of tlie railroad, at tlie junc-
tion of the Realms’ Station and l^etersburg with the DiiiAviddie Court-
House road. Their brigade is doing ])icket duty at tlie Warwick bridge
on the Jerusalem ])lank road. They have one regiment on duty at that
bridge at a timcj they relieve every forty-eight hours. There is another
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brigade of cavalry, they did not know whose, doing duty on a line run-

ning from Warwick bridge in a northwesterly direction up to Gurley’s

house. Fitz Lee’s division is not in that vicinity. They heard that
Hampton’s division went away yesterday morning; it was reported

they had gone to the Valley. Chambliss’ brigade is now in AV. H. F.

Lee’s division. Two deserters from Finegan’s Florida brigade came
in to-day, but give no information.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Ca^tain^ t&c,

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Respectfully forwarded for General Grant’s information.
G. G. MEALE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Brigadier-General Willcox informs me he has assumed command of

the Ninth Corps. No official communication has been received at these
headquarters authorizing General Burnside to leave. Has any action

been had or taken?
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 13, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
I gave General Burnside leave of absence. The leave is only just

made out this evening, and directions were given to communicate the
fact to you, and no doubt it would have been communicated in the
morning by the assistant adjutant-general. General Parke will com-
mand the Nbith Corps. He has gone out this evening.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following is referred for the necessary authority to bring u]) the

10-inch mortars, as under your orders of the 30th ultimo all these
mortars were withdrawn and sent to Broadway Landing.

G. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding Army of the Potomac :

General : The enemy has established a battery of rilled 32-p()unders

just behind the crest near the plank road, in front of and about 1,300
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yards from our large battery near the Taylor house. As yet, but one or

two guns have been opened on us. The position is well covered from
our direct fire. I would recommend that four 10-inch or 8-inch, prefer-

ably 10-inch, mortars be placed in position near the Taylor house to

control it.

HENEY J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

City Point, Ya., August 13^ 1864—10.30 p. m.
Major-General Meade:
Lieutenant-General Grant desires me to say that he approves the

proposition in reference to the mortars, and wishes you to move them
up from Broadway accordingly.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13j 1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant:
The withdrawal of Gregg’s division of cavalry and Kautz’s small force

leaves but little cavalry to watch between the left of the army and the

James. I would, therefore, suggest the withdrawal of the cattle herd
of the armies in the field as near City Point as practicable. Kautz has
been ordered to post a regiment at Sycamore Church.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 270. )

Washington^ August 13
^
1864.

At the expiration of his present leave of absence, Col. Charles P.
Stone, Fourteenth U. S. Infantry, will report in person, without delay,

to the commanding general Fifth Corps, Army of the Potomac, for

duty.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant

:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
• August 13j 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserters from W. IT. F. Lee’s division of cavalry. Tenth Virginia
Regiment, report the division doing duty in vicinity of Reams’ Station.

They say this is all the cavalry in that vicinity. They state that Hamp-
ton’s division went away yesterday morning, supposed toward the Val-
ley, and that Fitz. Lee’s division left for the Valley shortly after the
mine explosion. Deserters from Finegan’s brigade report no change in

position here.

J. C. B[ABCOCK].
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City Point, August 13, 1864.

J. C. Babcock:
Our scouts on tlie Eappaliannock report Fitzliugh Lee’s division of

cavalry to have arrived at Orange Court-House on Wednesday. They
also report the movements of the infantry to the Valley, but without
definiteness as to numbers and commaiids. They thought there was a
brigade of A. P. Hill’s corps among them.

SHAEPE,
Colonel.

John C. Babcock:
City Point, August 13, 1864.

Information from agent who went to Eichmond Thursday and left to

return yesterday noon : He went and came by Charles City road, on
which he saw pickets at Smith’s, east of Willis’ Methodist Church, and
also at Eidley’s [Eiddell’s'^J Shopj heard that four miles from White’s
Tavern toward river there was a camp of seven regiments of infantry;

very few troops in the first line of fortifications, and none in the second
except guards at the magazines. Work is being done at the fortifica-

tions on the north side of the city. The troops that were sent north in

the first part ofthe week were moved through toAvn with secrecy. People
understood that three divisions had gone, but all he could learn with
definiteness that they were Longstreet’s divisions. A train of artillery

passed through from the Manchester side yesterday morning which he
describes as being three-quarters of a mile long.

SHAEPE,
Colonel.

[Indorsemeut.]

August 13, 1864—9 p. m.

Eespectfully forwarded to Major-General Humphreys for his infor-

mation.
J. C. BABCOCK.

Bureau of Information,
City Point, August 13, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers,
A SSIStan t A djutant- General

:

Colonel : From one of our agents who went to Eichmond on Thurs-
day, and returning left Eichmond yesterday about noon, we have the
following information: The agent went and returned by the Charles
City road. Saw some pickets at Smith’s house, east of Willis’ Methodist
Church, and also at Eidley’s [Eiddell’s ^ Shop, which were all the troops
he met on the route. He learned that four miles from White’s Tavern
toward the river there was a camp of seven regiments of infantry,
which he thinks was all the force there is in the neighborhood of
Deep Bottom. Of this, however, he has no certainty, as he did not
leave the Charles City road going or returning. In the first line of
works he saw a few troops, and altogether on both sides of the road as
he went in about fifty tents, and nothing in the second line except
guards at the magazines. There were no troops in Eichmond except
convalescents passing through. Work was being done to the fortifica-

tions on the north side of the city, across the Brook pike and the Cen-
tral and Fredericksburg railroads. He says that it was understood
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that three divisioDS of infantry went to Early in the firist part of the
week. Great secrecy was observed in the movement, and the troops
were taken through the city mostly in the night. The inquiries that

he made resulted only in learning that they were Longstreet’s divisions.

Yesterday he saw a train of artillery, which he describes as being about
three-quarters of a mile long, cross the river from the Manchester side,

and was told by Mr. Barnes, a prominent merchant, that they were
going to the Valley. He thought that yesterday on his return there
was greater activity at the lines and picket posts than on his way up.

At the point where a road from Malvern Hill intersects the Charles
City road he saw a small boat on a Government wagon coming from
toward the James Eiver.

Very resi^ectfully,

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE,
Colonel, cfc.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,
In the Field, August 13, 1864—1,30 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy Provost- Marshal- General, City Point:

I was away when your dispatch came. Field’s division cannot have
left onr front, as I have here General Law’s adjutant-general of that
division, captured night before last. Nothing, I am satisfied, has left

the front of our lines save Kershaw’s division.

JOHN I. DAVENPOET,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,
In the Field, August 13, 1864—11 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
Dexmty Provost-Marshal- General, City Point

:

I have quite positive information that every regiment of Lee’s army,
save Pickett’s division, is under marching orders to go to the Valley.
Kershaw has left. I have information to-night, by deserters just re-

ceived, that Hampton’s cavalry all went through last night. From two
different deserters, from two different divisions, I have it that Heth’s
division, or a part of it, has gone through. From three different men
I have it that every regiment of Lee’s army, save Pickett’s, is under
orders to go north, and that he is ordered to report to Beauregard.
Please ascertain about Heth.

JOHN I. DAVENPOET,
Lieutena7iU Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Provost Marshal.

Tree Station, August 13, 1864.
Major Fisher:
Captain Norton sends the following:

Rebel rams have come down to within a short distance of Dutch Gap and arc
shelling the working party at that place.

C. L. DAVIS,
Captam and Signal Offieer.

10 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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[Indorsement.]

Kespectfiilly forwarded to General Humi)hreys.
B. F. FISHEK,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Gibbon’s House, August 13, 1864—7.50 a. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Officer

:

The large camj) of the enemy west by north of this station disappeared
last niglit; also a camp to left of white house and from this point south-
west by south has disappeared. A large fort Avas also thrown up at

that point during last night. A fatigue party are busy on it this

morning.
A. ‘C. JOEDANT.

Station near Gibbon’s House,
August 13^ 1864—6.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher, Chief Signal Officer :

Nothing additional to report of this p. m., except about 200 infantry,

Avhich moved into Petersburg from the south side about 10.30 a. m.
Their arms are yet stacked in city. The enemy are very busy on new
fort.

A. C. JOEDAN,
Sergeant.

Plank Eoad Siunal Station,
August 13, 1864—8 a. m.

Major Fisher:

Large camp of enemy in woods west-northwest from station vacated
during the night. No other change visible. A fatigue iiarty of 100
men at 5 a. m. moved toward the forts on our right.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
August 13, 1864—7 p. m.

Capt. D. E. Castle:
No change in enemy’s lines or camps since morning report. They

continue to haul large quantities of logs to the forts on our rigid.

H. AV. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Signal Department,

August 13, 1864.

Alaj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: 1 have the honor to forward the folloAving reports just

received

:

AValtiiall Hot’SE, August 13, 1864—10.30 a. m.

A dense cloud of smoke (])roI)ably woods on fire) rising for the past hour north
10 degrees AAXst from here and ai)i)arentlv a short distance from the A])])omattox.

DAVIS,
Captain.
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Station near Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 13, 1864. ,

No cliancfes. Enemy laboring on small work 1,000 yards to right of Chimneys.
WARTS,

Lieutenan t.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

By order

:

WM. S. STRYKEli,
First Lieutenant'and Adjutant Signal Corps.

August 13, 1864—12.05 a. in. [p. m.]

Captain Norton:
The gun-boat Mackinaw keeps the Signal Hill battery pretty quiet;

our monitors not firing. The Onondaga fired a few shots some time
since. Two of the rebel rams fire occasionally, and the lOO-pounder at

Battery Sawyer. The lOO-pounder at Dutch Gap was fired twice. One
ram lies down nearly to Dutch Gap

;
another is behind the group of

houses at Cox’s Ferry. A number of wounded have been brought over.

G. S. DANA,
Captain^ <bc.

Headquarters Third New York Cavalry,
McCann^s House

j
near Flanlc Eoad^ Augtist 13, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Stdff, Army of the Potomac :

General: I have the honor to report that nothing of importance
has transpired on my lines since morning, except the coming in of two
deserters from the Tenth Yirginia Cavalry. I forwarded them to the
inovost-marshal of the Fifth Army Corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. W. LEWIS,
Colonel, Commanding.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Point, Va., August 13, 1864..,

Capt. W. Henderson,
Comdg. Company B, Fifteenth Few York Vol. Engineers:

You will proceed with your company and Lieutenant Sergeant, with
thirty men from Company D, in charge of the raft of thirty-six boats
now made up, to Deep Bottom, on the James Kiver. On arrival you
will commence laying the bridge immediately, sending an officer to

report to the commandiug general nearest you, but not waiting for his
return before commencing work. Captain Lubey will render you all

tlie assistance in his power without interfering with his other duties.

Your men will take two days’ cooked rations with them. A tng will

be at the barges at 7 p. m. to-day to tow yonr raft, and it is expected
that your bridge will be finished before 12 midnight.
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham:

CHANNING CLABB,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Headquarters xArmi of the Potomac,
A^i()ust 13, 1864—8 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
' City Point:

Please report to tlie lieutenant-general commanding for further
instructions in addition to those sent you yesterday, and have a full

understanding of his views.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Point, Ya., August 13, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock,
Commanding Second Army Corps

:

In addition to the instructions which you already have but little can
be added. You will have to be guided in your movements by those of

the enemy and his numbers. If you do not succeed in placing the
enemy between your infantry and the James Eiver it may not be safe

to send the cavalry to the Yirgiiiia Central Eailroad. Of this matter
you can best judge. There is no necessity of holding your connection
with Deep Bottom. With the force at your command you will always
be able to get back to that point or some other on the James Eiver.

Wherever you go consume or destroy all the forage and provisions,

except what is housed for himily use, if it does not interfere with mili-

tary movements to do so. I always regret to see wanton destruction of
property which cannot be used in xmolongiug the war, aud know that
you equally oppose such conduct on the part of our troops. No cau-
tion on this head, therefore, is necessary. Cattle, horses, forage, and
provisions, however, and especially so near a partially besieged city,

are fair captures, and it is a duty we owe ourselves to take them even
if they should be the property of Union citizens. In such case, a very
improbable one near Eichmond, they could be paid for. Having a force

of 9,000 men from tlie Tenth Army (k)rps in addition to your own
corps, if you can advance beyond Chaffin’s Bluff, Ivceping that point
covered, I think it advisable to do so. Unless forced to return in order
to keep commimication with the Jnmes, remain at the highest point up
the river gained until the -cavalry returns and you receive orders to

return. You can always be supplied by steamers, either at Dutch Gap
or*Deep Bottom.

Very resj^ectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
xUigust 13, 1864. .

Lieut. Col. F. A. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Army Corps:

(JoLONEL: I have tlie honor to state that I have returned from leave-

of absence this a. m., and resumed command of the division.

I am, colonel, very respectfullv, vour obedient servant,
• FEANCIS C. BAELOW,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 210. ) City Pointy August 13, 1864.

1. Capt. J. P. Finkelmeier, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers,

will report to Brigadier-General Mott, commanding Third Division, for

assignment.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

F. A. WALKED,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistarit Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.

Division commanders will cause all the pack and led animals, and as

many saddle-horses as can be possibly spared, to be collected near
their jiresent camps under charge of an officer, who will report to Cap-
tain McEntee, assistant quartermaster, for orders. These horses will

be sent to the train under charge of Captain McEntee. The major-
general commanding thinks much the greater number of animals with
the command can be thus temporarily separated from it, so as to

make the disembarkation of the troops much more prompt and easy.

Arrangements will be made so that these animals can be obtained as

soon as the troops are disembarked. Officers and men will iirobably

get their horses sooner by this means than any other, as it may be
important that the troops should be in a condition to disembark rapidly.

It is hoped division commanders will carry out the above suggestions
to the fullest extent practicable.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FEANCIS A. WALKED,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Atigust 13, 1864.

The troops will commence embarking at 11 a. m. It is expected there
will be a wharf for each division, but should there not be, the divisions

will embark in the following order: Third Division, Second Division,
First Division. Major Mitchell, aide-de-camj), will have general su-

lierintendence of tlie embarkation. The pioneers of the Third Divis-
ion will be consolidated and will embark on the first boat. The
organization of brigades and regiments will be preserved, both in

embarking and when on the boat, so that the troops may be in hand at

all times. Ail spring and other wagons will be sent to these head-
quarters to join the train under (kiptain McEntee, assistant quarter-
master. The transports of each division will be kept together in the
stream after loading.
By order of Major-General Hancock:

FDANCIS A. WALKED,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
City Point, August 13, 1864.

The following movements of the trooi)S are directed:
First. Gregg’s division of cavalry will, soon as it is dark, i)roceed

to Deei) Bottom, crossing the river at the lower bridge and massing
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toward Strawberry Plains, leaving room for the infantry of the Second
Corps to mass between his command and the belt of woods near the
bridge.

Second. The Second Corps (the transports containing the Third Divis-

ion leading) will move at 10 p. m. to Deep Bottom, and disembark as
rapidly as possible on the north bank of the James, massing behind
the belt of Avoods where the corps massed July 26. The Second and
First Divisions will disembark in succession and mass in rear of the
Third Division.

Third. General Birney^s command. Tenth Corps, Avill cross the upper
bridge at Deep Bottom at 12 p. m., taking position to assault the enemy’s
works at daybreak.

Fonrth. The commandant of artillery will assign two batteries to

each division and will folloAv the cavalry with these batteries, crossing
the lower pontoon bridge in rear of the cavalry and parking near the
bridge-head. The battery commanders will then report to the com-
mander of the division to Avhich they are assigned.

Fifth. The saddle and led horses of the command will follow the
artillery and join their respective divisions. They will be followed by
the reserve artillery, the headquarters’ spring wagons, wagons for

three days’ forage, and, for each division, ten ammnnition.wagons, one
hospitaland onemedical wagon, and twenty ambulances. The remainder
of the ambulance, hospital, and ammunition wagons can cross after the
troops have advanced well out from Deep Bottom.

Sixth. At daybreak, or as soon as General Mott’s division is disem-
barked, he will proceed up the 'New Market and Malvern Hill road,

driving the enemy into his intrenched line behind Bailey’s Creek, or

beyond it, if practicable. During this operation the cavalry under
General Gregg will cover the right dank of General Mott’s division. As
soon as the Second and First Divisions, Second Corps, are disembarked
they will, under command of General Barlow, moAm to General Mott’s
right, and assault the enemy’s line near the Jennings house. If the
line is carried General Barlow will move to his left to uncover General
Mott’s front, Avho will then advance along the New Market road.

Seventh. The cavalry Avill cover the right flank of General Barlow’s
command during this operation. As soon as the Central and Charles
City Court-ITonse roads are uncovered by the advance of the infantry,

General Gregg Avill ])roceed to execute the orders already received by
him, identical with those of July 25.*

Eighth. General Birney, with his command, will be prepared to

attack the enemy in position behind Four-Mile Bun at daybreak. The
hour for attack Avill, however, be specially designated to General
Birney. If successful, he Avill advance along the NTew JMarket and
Kingsland roads to the junction of the Yarina road; then along the
Yarina road to the Mill road, securing, if possible, the cross-roads at
Osborne’s old turnpike.
Mnth. The headquarters of the command Avill be on the New Market

and Malvern Hill road during tlie operations of the 14th. Until that
time they aaTII be near General Foster’s headquarters at the upper pon-
toon bridge at Deep Bottom.
By order of Major-General Hancock:

FBANCTS A. WALKED,
Arssistant Adjutant- General.

*For which, see Vol. XL, Part III, p. 437.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Second Army Corps,
No. 115. ] August 13, 1864.*******

2. Col. George N. Macy, Twentieth Massachusetts Yohmteers, will

assume command of the First Brigade.
3. Lieutenant-Colonel Pierce is hereby relieved from command of the

First Brigade and will assume command of the Third Brigade, reliev-

ing Lieut. Col. S. A. Moore, Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers.
4. Lieut. Col. H. P. Pugg, Fifty-ninth New York Volunteers, is hereby

temporarily assigned to the gommand of the First Brigade of this divis-

ion.

* * * * ^
* * *

By command of Colonel Smyth:
A. HENRY EMBLER,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Orders.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Corps,
August 13, 1864.

The following assignments of batteries to divisions are made: To the
First Division, Battery K, Fourth C. S. Artillery, and the Eleventh
New York Battery; to the Second Division, Sixth Maine Battery and
Battery G, First New York Artillery; to the Third Division, Battery
F, First Pennsylvania Artillery, and Battery B, First New Jersey
Artillery. The commanding officers of the batteries above named will

not report to their division commanders until notified to do so by a staff

officer from these headquarters. The batteries will move in the order
in which they are above mentioned. The time for movement will be
designated hereafter.

By command of Capt. A. J. Clark :

IT. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864—9.30 a. m.

I have the honor to report that everything was quiet in my front
during the night; 1,400 men are at work on the redoubt to-day near
the old ten-gun mortar battery and Battery Tilton.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The commanding general directs that you order the Sixth New York
Regiment of Heavy Artillery to proceed forthwith to City l^oint, to em-
bark thence for Washington. The coinmander of the regiment will

make his requisition on General Ingalls, at City Point, for transporta-
tion, and on arriving at Washington will report for further orders to

General Halleck, chief of staff.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13^ 1864—13.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
,

Commanding Fifth Corps :

The major-general commanding directs that yon be prepared to move
at short notice, and see that the required amount of supplies are on
hand—six days’ rations in trains and four days’ with the men, ammu-
nition, and grain—according to recent orders. The working parties

emx)loyed on the intrenchments will not be relieved from them, and
precautions will be taken in obtaining the necessary supplies, if they
should not be on hand, to conceal the fact that it has reference to any
contingency looldng to a movement; that is, the commanding general
desires you to be prepared to move at short notice, yet wishes that it

^ shall not be suspected by any part of your command that -any move-
ment is contemplated as probable.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Burnside.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 13j 1864. (Received 7.30 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Captain Harwood, U. S. Engineers, telegraphs me to furnish him
2,100 men for fatigue to-morrow, 1,200 of whom are to report at the
camp of the Fiftieth Uew York Engineers, near the Fifth Corps hos-
pital, at 7.30 a. m. to-morrow. Am I authorized to send that number
so far away from my line'?

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General. /

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

Yes; the major-general commanding authorizes you to send the detail

for to-morrow as re(juested.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864—9 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams :

1 have the honor to re])ort that nothing of importance has transpired
in my front during the day. Eight hundred and lifty men are at work
to-night upon the line in my front.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

I am instructed to inform you that Major-General Hancock, with the
Second Corps and other troops and Gregg’s cavalry, is conducting an
operation of the same character and with the same object as that under-
taken by him on the 2Gth ultimo. The chief engineer. Major Duane,
has been directed to stop the work on the intrenchments to-morrow, so

that the requisitions for working parties need not be met. If Han-
cock’s movement should lead to the almost entire abandonment of the
enemy’s intrenchments in our front, the commanding general will take
advantage of it by withdrawing the greater part of the Fifth and Ninth
Corps, or one of the corps and part of the other, leaving a thin line

in the intrenchments, and undertake such operations as may seem best.

The commanding general therefore directs the enemy’s lines be closely

watched and every arrangement be made with a view to the movements
here indicated.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Willcox, commanding Ninth Army Corps.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Atigust 13, 1864—12 midnight.

Major-General Warren:
I think, in view of contingencies to-morrow, you had better draw in

any part of your command that may be on the Norfolk road, or be-

tween there and the redoubt in rear of the Chieves house, and not hold
any farther to the left than that point after holding your line with the
minimum force. Your available reserves had better be concentrated
on your left ready for movement.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.

I have the honor to report that no changes or anything of importance
occurred on my front during the night. The picket-tiring was quite
heavy.

A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.

Maior-General Humphreys:
We had on fatigue duty last night 1,000 men; to-day we have 1,200

men. To-night 1,000 have been ordered. An additional working party
for to-night of 400 are now called fdr. The details have been called
for by Captain Harwood, of the engineers. I desire to know if they-,
are authorized, and to state tliat the corps is not in condition to furnish



154 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. 7LND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

such large details, and to remind the commanding general that the men
on our front lines are constantly under fire, and such portions as come
off* the lines from time to time re(piire rest and are not in condition to

work.
A. E. BUENSIDE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13j 1864—3 p. m.

Major-General Burnside,
Comm^inding Alintli Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to say, in answer to your
dispatch, that under existing circumstances it is necessary that the
works in hand should be completed as speedily as iiracticable, and that
the different corps must furnish every man that can be made available.

It was intended to so inform the corps commanders previous to the
engineers making the requisitions you mention, which the commanding
general directs me to say are authorized.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General Humphreys:

Headquarters Kinth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.

The additional 400 men required by Captain Harwood cannot be fur-

nished without taking men off the line. Six hundred men from the
Second Division and the same number from the Third Division are at

work to-day, and 1,000 men were at work from the Fourth Division last

night and the same number to-night, and the First Division cannot
furnish over 100 men without taking them from the line.

. A. E. BUKNSIDE,
Alajor- General.

General Burnside:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—5.15 p. m.

Your dispatch of 4.45 p. m. has been submitted to the major-general
commanding, who directs that the additional requisition of 400 men
must be furnished. If a serious attack should be made, the details can
quickly rejoin their commands.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
A ugust 13, 1864—9 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff'

:

General: I have the honor to report myself in command of this

corps, and nothing important has occurred on the lines during the

last twelve hours.

. O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—9,40 p. m.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Ninth Corps

:

Your dispatcli is just received. The commaudiug general desires to

know by what authority or under what circumstances you are in corn-

maud of the Ninth Corps, as nothing to that effect has been received

by him.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864—9.55 p. m.

General Humphreys:
General : In reply to your dispatch of 9.40, this command was

turned over to me this evening by General Burnside, who goes away
under a leave of absence for twenty days, granted, as I understand, by
Lieutenant-General Grant. I supposed, of course, it was known by the
major-general commanding the army.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
I have turned over the command of this corps to General Willcox,

having received permission from Lieutenant-General Grant to absent
myself from this post. I supposed you knew of it.

A. E. BURNSIDE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10.15 p. m. (Received 10.20 p. m.)

Major-General Burnside:
Your dispatch to the major-general commanding is received. He

requests me to say he liad no notice of your authority to be absent, but
presumes it is all correct.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 13, 1864.

General: In anticipation of possible movements of the troops of a
general character the brigadier-general commanding directs that tlie

enemy’s lines be watched closely and with the greatest scrutiny, and that
every arrangement be made, with a view either to attack in front or to
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relieve troops of other corps, or to withdraw the troops from their line

for more distant operations. Details for working parties for to-morrow
need not he furnished, the work being suspended for the present.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. y. RIOHAEDS,

Captain and Aide-de-Camp.
(To division commanders.)

Headquarters Second Division, I^inth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 13, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistayit Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have tlie honor to report everything quiet on my front at

present. The mmsketry firing during the night was heavy and contin-

uous. The railroad trains of the enemy were heard running during
the night. Six hundred men from my command have reported, as
ordered, for fatigue duty.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Second Brio., Second Div., Xinth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 13, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Colonel: Having been appointed general of the trenches” for the
tour commencing at 8 a. m. 12th instant, and ending at 8 a. m. 13th
instant, I have the honor to report the following: The policing in and
about the trenches and in the camps of the reserves was ordered and
executed satisfiictorily. A new line is being constructed with excel-

lent abatis in rear of the front line of the trenches of this corps. The
picket-firing was more vigorous than usual, and the enemy opened a
brisk fire from a battery of heavy pieces in front of the Third Division,

and from their mortars in front of the First Division, but did no dam-
age. The camps of some of the regiments of the Second Division are
not sufficiently protected from the stray bullets of the enemy, and I

would respectfully recommend that timber be obtained and better xiro-

tection made for these troops.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY PLEASANTS,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to report no changes on my front during the
last twelve hours. The enemy’s shaiqishooters in front of the Second
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Division (on onr right) annoy onr men very mneli in the ravine directly

in rear of our line^ also on the railroad where it is crossed by the
covered way.

I am, very respectfully, yoiir obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Ang^ist 13, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Assistarit Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to reimrt all quiet on my front during the

day. The enemy have tired less than usual with artillery and mus-
ketry.

1 am, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864.

General Grego:
Please read the inclosed, seal it, and oblige me by having the officer

directed to General Kautz’s headquarters.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cava try

:

If the implements for destroying railroads provided for former occa-
sions are with your trains the commanding general directs that you
take them with you, giving the order for their accompanying you at

such time and in such manner as will not admit of its being known
that they are with you.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—General Kautz will inform the commanding general where his

headquarters are established.

Hdqrs. Second Div., Cav. Corps, Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: The im])lemeiits for destroying railroads are notin my
possession, nor do 1 know what disposition was made of them. Gen-
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eral Kautz’s headquarters are at present near Light-House Point, but
I will advise him to move to this point. I have directed my command
to move at 4 this p. m.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

D. McM. GREGG, '

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
Army of the Potomac,

August 13y 1864.

This command will move at 4 o’clock this p. m. Each trooper will

be provided with three days’ rations of subsistence and two days’ for-

age; also, sixty rounds of carbine ammunition and twelve rounds of

pistol cartridges. All dismounted men and actually unserviceable
horses will be sent to the dismounted camp, and the unserviceable
horses only after having been inspected by the brigade inspectors.

The present camps will be broken up, and all wagons and vehicles sent
to the division wagon train. One wagon will be allowed to accompany
each brigade headquarters. One medicine Avagoii and ten ambulances
will accompany the command.
By command of Brigadier-General Gregg

:

H. C. WEIR,
Captain and Assista^it Adjutayit-General.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
August 13^ 1864—6.20 a. m. (Received 0.35 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The rams have moved down in the next reach beyond Dutch Gap,
below Cox’s Ferry. Battery Sawyer fwater battery) is replying.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

Headquarters,
A\igust 13, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
City Point:

The rebel rams, the rebel battery at signal station and Howlett house,
have opened upon the working parties at Dutch Gap. The Sawyer
Battery, which is the one at Crow’s Nest signal station, the Water
Battery, the mortar battery (Wilcox), one of the redoubts, liave opened
in reply. Five or six men were Avounded by a chance shot. I have
directed the 100-pounder, w hich is in position at Dutch Gap, to oi)en.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.
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List of rebel forces now on the north aide of the James River.

159

Division. Brigade.

field’s (of Ander- ! Benuiug’s old.

son's, late Long-
street’s corps).

Anderson

Law’s (Colonel
Perry, coiu-

mauding).

Gregg (Rob-
ertson's old).

Bratton’s (Jen-
kins’ old).

Wilcox’s (of A. P.
Hill’s corps).

Lane.

McGowan’

s

(now Con-
ner’s).

Regiment. Commander.

Harris
DuBose
Hodges
Waddell
Carmical
Towers
Mounger
Little
Brown
Bowles
Lowther
Perry
Bulger

48tli Alabama
Xst Texas .

4tli Texas Hey
5tb Texas Powell
3d Arkansas Manning
Hampton Legion
1st South Carolina Volunteers ..

2d South Carolina Rides
5th South Carolina
6th South Carolina Sleedman
P almetto Shai'pshooters .......... Walker . . .

Total

7th North Carolina
i

Uaywood
18th North Carolina
33d North Carolina A very

1
28th North Carolina Speer

[

37th North Carolina Ba.rboiir

1st South Carolina, Prov. Army.
1st South Carolina Rifles

Hamilton
Miller

12th South Carolina Barnes
13th South Carolina Edwards
14th South Carolina Perrin

Total

xYcarefirate i

1

..................
!

Number
ofmen

in brigade.

1,000

1,250

1,250

J

1, 250

1
1.250

6, 000

2, 500

8, 500

The Nineteenth Yirginia Militia (reserves) is also there, stationed at
Chaffin’s farm. Colonel Elliott is in command. This is all the force
known to be uijon the north side of James Kiver, although there are
rumors of another brigade being there,

liespectfully submitted.

JOHN I. DAVENPOET,
Lieutenant., Aide-de-Camp, and Asst. Frovost-2Iarshal,

Office Bureau of Information.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office Bureau, of Information,

In the Field, Va., August 13, 1861.

Memorandum : From various reports of deserters and refugees and
from all the circumstantial evidence that can be obtained, it seems
pretty certain that Conner’s brigade, of Wilcox’s division, has left and
gone to join Early u]) the Valley; also that Gregg and Benning have
gone from Field’s division. Tl»e whole division is reported under march-
ing orders, but all of it has not yet left. Supiiosing, however, all the
force here named to be there, and allowing 250 men to a regiment,
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which is full all they will number, the total force on the north side of
the James is not over 8,500 men, independent of Avhat small reserve
militia force is scattered through the country there.

Kespectfully,
JOHN I. DAYENPOltT,

Lieutenant^ Aide de- Camp
j
and Asst. Provost-Marshal.

[Indorsement.]

Major-General HANCOCK,
Commanding, &c.

:

General : I have given this in detail that you may examine for

yourself. In my opinion there are not 5,000 regular Confederates north
of the James and south of Eichmond.

BENJ. E. BUTLEE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.—7.15 a. m.

Captain Norton:
Howlett battery has opened. First shot struck near the landing at

Dutch Gap.
G. S. DANA,

Captain, &c.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

A^igust 13, 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 4 ]>. m.
ten cars partly loaded Avith troops passed the Junction toward Eich-
mond.

Very respectfully, &c.,
L. B. NOETON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

» (Sent to Lieuteu ant-General Grant, 5.30 p. m.)

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Ofuce of .the Chief Signal Officer,

August 13, 1864.

Col. J: W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer on Spring Hill reports that at 5.45 p.

m. a heavy column of dust was seen on turnpike advancing toAvard
Eichmond.

Very res])ectfully, your obedient siu'vant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.
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Headquarters First Connecticut Artillery,
* August 13^ 1864.

Lieut. B. P. Learned,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Siege Train:

Lieutenant : I liave the honor to report that yesterday, at 3 p. m.,

I arrived at Dutch Gap Avith a 100-pounder gun, AA^hich Avas taken to its

position A^ith the least possible delay. There were no preparations
made for placing the gun in position

;
the parapet Avas about three feet

high; no i)latform laid; no magazine yet commenced at dark last even-
ing; yet it is expected by Major Ludlow to have the gun in position

ready for serAuce this morning.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. HATFIELD,
Cajit., First Connecticut Artillery^ Ordnance Officer^ Siege Train.

Special Orders,
}

Hdqrs. 2d Div., IOtii Army Corps,
Ko. 73. j

Near HatcheFs, Fa., August 13^ 1864.

* # * # # #

II. Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers,
having reported, pursuant to instructions from headciuarters Tenth
Army Corps, is hereby assigned to the command of the Third Brigade
of this division. The brigade staft of the Third Brigade Avill report to

Col. F. A. Osborn.

* * * * * * ‘ *

By order of Brigadier-General Turner:
ISEAEL E. SEALY,

Capt.^ Forty-seventh Neio Yorh VoJs.y and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 101. ) l7i the Field., August 13, 1864.****## *

5. Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty -fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, is

hereby ordered to report immediately to Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, com-
manding Second Division, for assignment to duty in command of a bri-

gade.*******
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W, SMITH,
Assistayit Adjutant- General.

Auuust 13, 1804—8.25 p. m.

Major-General Birney :

Proceed as directed in verbal conference. Written instructions in

accordance therewith are on the waj^ to you.
. BENJ. F, BIJTLEE,

Major- General, Commanding,

XI R R—VQL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters,
August 13

j
1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

In accordance witli verbal instructions heretofore given yon, upon
consultation, you will take all the men that can, in your judgment, be
spared from the lines between the Apj)omattox and the James; march
across the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom at such time as will enable
you to strike the enemy in front of Brigadier-General Foster in the
most feasible form at daybreak on the morning of the 14th. You will

take such portion of General Fostei’s command, and add it to your
own, as you think will be prudent. As you are to advance, leaving
Deep Bottom behind you, in my judgment a small force will be neces-

sary. You will turn over the command of the line of defenses to Briga-
dier-General Turner, instructing him what troops you have left for that
pur])ose. I shall be able to add from the dismounted cavalry and from
Graham possibly 800 men. You may order such portion of the garri-

son of Fort Converse as you think can be spared for the present. Per-

haps you can draw largely, too, on General Turner. I forbear giving
instructions in writing, because the details have already been arranged
between us personally. You will report to Major-General Hancock,
who will be at Deep Bottom in the course of the night. Any other
instructions that you may desire from me will be promptly met by
telegraph.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEYJ. F. BUTLEB,

Major- General^ Commanding'

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field^ A^igust 13, 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

General Terry will remain in command of his division, very few of
whom are in the line of defenses. General Turner will be put in com-
mand of all the troops used in the defense of the line. General Ter-
ry’s division extends farther and beyond, and on application I, being
present, will order such troops of General Terry’s division as may be
necessary for the line of defenses to report to General Turner.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 24. ] In Field

^ near Hatcheds,Ya., August 13,1864.

Lieut. Col. F. McGilvery, First Maine Light Artillery, having re-

l)orted for duty in obedience to orders from the War Department, is

hereby announced as chief of artillery and of ordnance of the corps,
and will at once assume command of the Artillery Brigade, relieving
Capt. F. M. Follett, Fourth Artillery, who will resume command of his
battery.

By command of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assista n t Adjuta n t- General .
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Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August loj 1864.

Division commanders and chief of artillery will hold their commands
in readiness to move atamomenUs notice. Three days’ cooked rations

will he ready from this evening. Inspections will be atonce had and re-

ports made as to ammunition in cartridge boxes and in train. The
chief of artillery will see that three days’ forage is carried on the cais-

sons. All enlisted men acting as clerks or waiters must be armed
and ready to join their companies on the march. The only exceptions

to this rule will be made by division commanders where the public serv-

ice demands it. Arms sufficient to equip all unequipped men can be
obtained at the corps hospital. Great care must be taken to see that

shoes are issued to supply all deficiencies. This must be done to-day.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- Gmeral.

Marching Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864.

This corps will move promx)tly at 11 p. m. in the following order:
First Division, Second Division, Birney’s brigade. The march will be
to Deep Bottom, crossing at pontoon bridge near General Foster’s
headquarters and massing near there in jiosition to be indicated by a
staff officer. The chief of artillery will designate four batteries to

accomiiany the movement, two to be assigned during it to each divis-

ion. General Turner will order the brigade of his on picket and in

trenches to report temporarily to General Terry, who will assume com-
mand of the troops of the Tenth Corps left in the trenches, and defend
the line, using every precaution to conceal the departure of troops.

The usual calls will be sounded along the line. The ambulances of tlie

coiqis will be parked near the pontoon bridge below Jones’ Landing.
Trains will be parked in convenient jiositions. Only sick men will be
left in camp and those unequipped. Every effort must be made to turn
out the full strength. Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, with the Fourth
Massachusetts Cavalry, will report to General Terry and be placed,
without delay, in the trenches. General Terry will report here for fuller

orders. Headquarters of the corps will be during the movement on the
right bank of the James, near the pontoon bridge.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 13, 1864. (Received 10.50 p. m.)

General Butler:
General Birney has communicated to me your order for me to remain

in command of trenches. Two brigades of my division go with Gen-
eral Birney. My jilace is with them. It seems to be my right to go.

Respectfully,

JNO. W. TURNER,
Brigadier- General,
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 13, 1864—11.05 p. m.

Br
i
gadier-Greueral Turner,

Tenth Army Corps

:

I agree it is your riglit to go, but it is the duty of somebody to stay.

The lieuteuaiit-general particularly designated you this morning to me.
1 appreciate your wishes as a soldier. I wish we could all go, but the
path of duty is not always along the road of inclination. Motives of

personal friendship made me consent that you should stay.

BENJ. E. BUTLEK, .

Mcfjor- General.

IlDQRS. Second Brigade, First Division, Tenth Corps,
Bermuda Hundred, Va., August 13., 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assista7it Adjutant- General, First Division:

Captain : I have the honor to re])ort this command ready to march,
except tilling haversacks and striking tents. The brigade will march
with about the following numbers

j
entire accuracy is imiiossible:

Regiment.

7th Connecticut Volunteers
7th New Hampsliire Volunteers
6th Connecticut Volunteers
3(1 New Jlaunishire Volunteers
16th New York Heavy Artillery.

Total

On march. Left in in-

valid camp.

s
05

05

id «
B 0) ©
o O

15 393 2 30
20 359 38
14 500 4 40
20 452 1 49
5 244 5 50

74 1,948 12 207

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. E. HAWLEY,

Colo7iel Seventh Conneeticut Volunteers^ Gonidg. Brigade.

General Orders, 1 Headquarters Third Brigade,
Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,

No. 5. ) Near HatcheVs, Va., August 13, 1864.

In obedience to instructions from corps headquarters the undersigned
hereby assumes command of the Third Brigade, Second Division, Tenth
Army Corps. The brigade staff will remain the same as heretofore
announced.

F. A. OSBOEN,
Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Blandls House., August 13, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

1 have to report that all is quiet in front of the line from Sinai Church
to Cocke’s Mill thjs morning. No pickets of the enemy in sight. This
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line is picketed by the Second Brigade of my division, under Colonel
Spear, ofthe First Brigade. One regiment ( Fifth Pennsylvania Cavaky

)

has been sent to Fort Powhatan to look after the interruptions of the
telegraph line. The other regiment, Third ifew York Cavalry, Colonel

Lewis, was sent to relieve the pickets of the Second Division, Cavalry
Corps, last night, and I have not yet heard from it. I have directed

Colonel Lewis to report direct to yon, morning and evening, the condition

of affairs at his line, as it would cause too much delay to send his report

through these headquarters. The line is very long and thin, and the
whole division being on duty I have no reserves. In front of the Second
Brigade there does not seem to be any force of the enemy, but small
parties of the enemy are constantly attempting to capture tlie pickets.

Six of my men have been captured in the past six days on this line in

spite of every precaution to prevent them. As the Fifth Pennsylvania
has i:>assed beyond my control I do not know when to expect its return.

Yery resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

I will send duplicate of General Kautz’s order to him, and direct him
to move his headquarters to Prince George Court-House (vicinitv of).

A. A. H.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

Colonel Lewis, commanding Third Hew York Cavalry, re^iorts that
his regiment, 370 strong, relieved the First Brigade, Second Division,
in picketing on the left of the army. The major-general commanding
considers that the main part of your force should be posted on the left,

picketing and patrolling between that and the Blackwater. As all the
camps and trains have been removed from JordaiTs Point and that
vicinity, very little force will be required to watch between the Black-
water and James.

^
Please report the disposition you make of your com-

mand under this view and where your headquarters are.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

IlEADQTrARTERS ArMY OF THE POTOMAO,
August 13, 1864—12 m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division :

Your communication ot 0 a. m. is received. At 10.30 a. m. I sent
1
jam instructions as to the disposition of your force, a co])y of which I

(inclose.* Hot less than a brigade should be between the left and the
Blackwater, and a stronger force than that wlien your regiment returns
from Powhatan. The commanding general directs that you establish

See next, ante.
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your lieadquarters in the vicinity of Prince George Oourt-Honse, and
that yon keep the full amoniit of supplies on hand required by orders,

and be prepared to move at short notice. Yon Avill get your supplies
from the depots of the Army of the Potomac.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
JS^ear Frince George Court-llonse^ Angiist 13

^
1864—9 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff] Army of the Potomac :

General: Major Baker, commanding First District of Columbia
Cavalry, who was stationed at Sycamore Church and who has reported
here to re-enforce Colonel Lewis with his regiment, reports that there
is a large herd of Government cattle near Cocke’s Mill that is exposed
to guerrillas that are very numerous. The withdrawal of Major Baker
leaves no protection there except an occasional patrol from Mount
Sinai ChurcU. I have no doubt that the telegraph will be cut near
Cocke’s Mill as soon as it is known that Major Baker has been with-

drawn.
Vei‘y respectfully,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- Gefieraf Comm a nding.

[Indorsement.]

I don’t see why the regiment was not left at Sycamore Church to

make an occasional patrol to Mount Sinai Church. If General K. has
a regiment near Mount Sinai had he not better send it to Sycamore?
Chief part of force between Blackwater and James to be posted at Syca-
more Church, patrolling toward Blackwater, &c.

A. A. H.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 13, 1864—10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division

:

Your dispatch of 9 p. m. is received. The commanding general con-

siders that the chief part of the force between the Blackwater and
James should be at Sycamore Church, patrolling toward the Black-
water and elsewhere tliat may be necessary, and directs that you
arrange accordingly.

A. A. HUMPHREA S,

Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 13, 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff] Army of the Fotomac:

General: Your note of this evening has been received. If I com-
ply Avitli the instructions contained in it, it reduces the line to pre-

cisely what it was this morning, or else leaves a gap at Alount Sinai

Church, wliich I regard as the most important point of the line. By
weakening the force at Mount Sinai Church 1 can extend it to Syca-
more, but the for(;e will not be strong enough to be a protection for
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the cattle herd, for a force sufficient to drive off the cattle could

break through the line. The line from the left of the army to Syca-

more Church is about twenty-five miles. To picket this line I have
now about 1,300 men. If the regiment at Fort Powhatan were here I

would place it at Sycamore Church, which would hold that i)oint. By
telegraphing to General Butler it could be ascertained when that regi^

ment will be back, and I could halt it there. It would perhaps be
safest to call the cattle herd in for the present, nearer the railroad.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier' General^ Commanding,

WASHmaTON, 1), C., August Id, 1861—1.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Foint, Va.

:

The Secretary of War and I concur that you had better confer with
General Lee and stipulate for a mutual discontinuance of house burn-
ing and other destruction of private property. The time and manner
of conference and particulars of stipulation we leave, on our part, to

your convenience and judgment.
A. LINCOLN.

Strawberry Plains, Va., August Id, lS6d—10 a. m.
(Received 9 a. m. 15th.)

Maj. Gen. H. W, HalleCK, Washington, I). C,

:

Last night I moved the Second Corps, about 9,000 men of the Tenth
Corps, and Gregg^s division of cavalry, to this (north) side of the river

to threaten Richmond from the north, and, if possible, to draw back
troops from the Valley. We have captured prisoners from four differ-

ent brigades of FiekPs division, Longstreet’s corps, and also from Wil-
cox’s division, of Hill’s corps. Field’s division is one that we supposed
had gone to the Valley. We know two divisions of Hill’s corps to be
at Petersburg. This fixes the third division here, as I have heretofore
supposed. Pickett’s division, of Longstreet’s cori)s, is opposite Butler at
Bermuda Hundred. This leaves but one division of infantry to have
gone to the Valley. I am now satisfied no more has gone. Please for-

ward this to Sheridan.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- Gen eral.

City Point, Va., Augtist Id, lS6d—8 p. m.
(Received 3.30 i>. m., 16th.)

iMajor-General Halleck, Washington, J). C.

:

The move to the north side of the James to-day developed the pres-
ence of Field’s division, of Longstreet’s (*ori)s, which I supposed had
gone to the Valley. Pickett’s division is also here. We captured 6
pieces of artillery and over 100 prisoners. Longstreet’s troops were
under marching orders, and this move will detain it at least for the
present. I think Sheridan is still superior to Early in numbers, but
not sufficiently so to attack fortifications.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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CITA' J’OINT, Ya., A^ffpfst 1864.

Major-General Meade :

Special Orders, Ko. 73, granting leave of absence for thirty days to

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside and Lieutenant-Colonel Eichmond, assistant

adjutant-general, of the Mnth Corps, are on the way to your head-
quarters; also leave of absence to Lieutenant-Colonel Peirce, chief

quartermaster, for eight days, granted on recommendation of General
Ingalls.

U. S. GEAET,
Lieutenant- Genera 1.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potoaiac,
August 14y 1864—8.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point, or Deep Bottom:

Have I any authority to call on General Ord for assistance in case of

making a movement? The only movement in my judgment practica-

ble is to take Warren out of his lines and move him around the
enemy’s works till he finds a point he can penetrate. To do this his

line must either be occupied by the extension of the Ninth and Eight-
eenth Corps, or else left unoccupied, in which case there are redoubts
which, should the enemy get possession of, it might seriously embarrass
ns to recover. I have sent my engineers to examine how Parke’s left

fiank can be covered in case of Warren’s line being given up; but
should it be deemed best to hold Warren’s line some portion of the
Eighteenth, if any can be spared, must assist in the extension.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters,
Deep Bottom, August 14, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, d'c. :

In case you find it i)racticable to make any demonstration against
Petersburg, command the Eighteenth Corps, as you deem proper.
General Ord will be directed to receive orders from yon.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenan t- Genera 1.

Hdqrs. Signal Dept., Arma^ of the Potoaiac,
August 14, 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Hi aiphrea'S,

Chief of 8)taff:

General: The folloAviug dispatch just received from the signal
oflicer with the Fifth Oor])S

:

The enemy^s infantry lias been passing on road right of Petersburg, going to our
right, ambulances and a train of Avagons following them, moving rapidly. Should
call it a division.

D. E. castle,
Acthifi Signal Officer.

Very res])ectfnlly, your obedient servant,

B. E. FISHEE,
Captain and Chief /Signal Offieer.
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[Indorsement.)

AuGtUST 14, 1864—7 p. 111.

Lieiiteiiant-General Grant :

The above just received. This' is the first indication of any move-
nient that has been seen to-day.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Oeneral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Arigust 4-i, ISGi—7,10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I propose to withdraw Warren to-night, and leave his line to be held

by Parke, extending Ord as far as the exploded mine; Warren to be
held in reserve, either for a movement or to re-enforce any part of the

line if attacked. As Ord was to be used only in case of a movement,,
I submit this to von before giving orders.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General^ Commanding,

City Point, Ya., August 14, 1864—7.20 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding,, Ac.

:

Yon may extend the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps, as yon propose.
If Parke and Ord will leave a very thin line in the works and have the
bulk of their men in reserve, it will rest them very much. I am satis-

fied that a thin skirmish line is plenty to man our works, especially

where there is a reserve.
IT. S. GPANT,
TAen tenant-Genera 1.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 14, 1864.
Major-General Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

General : One lieutenant and four privates, desertersfrom the enemy,
have just been forwarded from the head(piarters of the Fifth Corps. The
privates belong to the Sixth and Sixty-first Virginia Eegiments, Weisi-
ger’s brigade, Mahone’s division. Hill’s corps. They rejiort no changes in

the enemy’s position since the departure ofLongstreet’s corps. A part of
McLaws’ division, of Ixmgstreet’s corps, moved from the rear of Mahone’s
division across the Appomattox three or four days ago and Avas said to

be going to Early. There are now but two divisions of Hill’s corps
and the two divisions of Ihmuregard’s command on this side of tlie

A])pomattox. The lieutenant is from the Thirteenth Alabama Regi-
imnit. Fry’s brigade, Heth’s division, and came in this morning about
daylight. He is very well informed, and corroborates previous infor-

mation of the enemy’s ])osition. Tlie four divisions of the enemy lie

from right to left as follows: Mahone’s, Heth’s, Hoke’s, and Bushrod'
Johnson’s. Two brigades of Mahone’s division are in reserve. One;
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of informants saw General Lee yesterday at General Malione’s Lead-
quarters. The rumor that he had gone to the Valley is unfounded.
They report that a large force of cavalry marched through Petersburg
yesterday morning going north, supposed to Early.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. 0. BABCOCK.

[Indorsemeut.]

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 14^ 1864—8.30 p. m.

Forwarded for Lieutenant-General Grant’s information.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14

j
1864—11 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Orders have been given for the withdrawal of the Fifth Corps and
the occupation of the lines of the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps. The
Fifth will be held in reserve for contingencies. No further intelligence

has been received from signal officers that has not been sent you, except
that between 5 and 6 j). m. the officer on the plank road saw a small
body of cavalry, Avith wagons and ambulances, moving northward along
the Weldon railroad.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 14^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Five deserters from Finegan’s (Florida) brigade, who came
in this morning, report that last night Mahone’s and Wilcox’s old bri-

gades, of Mahone’s division, were taken from the trenches and moved
to the rear, where they are now lying in reserve for the balance of the
division. They say that the enemy are apprehensive that avc are
about blowing up a fort of theirs opposite our Fort Hell, and tliey

think the movement last night was made iTreparatory to an expected
attack by ns at that point. They say that yesterday’s Bichmond
papers reported that Admiral Farragut had taken Mobile, and tliat a.

strong column of our troops were marching into the heart of the coun-
try from that point. They say it has for some time past been reported
in their camps that Longstreet has gone to the Valley.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. :\rcENTEE,

Captain^ &c.

Gibbon’s House Station, August 14^ 1864—7 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

Nothing unusual visible in the enemy’s line this morning. Boads
west and southwest of the city inclosed by fog.

A. C. JORDAN.
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Plank Eoad Station, Au(/ust 14. 1864.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:

Uuusually quiet within the enemy’s lines this morning. No change
of camps visible.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 14y 1864.

Captain Fisher :

A single party of enemy at work on old line to right of Gregory’s
house; otherwise all quiet.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

[Indorsement.]

Eespectfullv forwarded; it is from an officer on Warren’s front.

B. F. FISHEE,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

August 14, 1864—12.45 p. m.
Captain Fisher:
A small force of enemy are moving to the left in the direction of the

cannonade. They are moving about opposite Lieutenant Duff’s sta-

tion and evidently come from the camps nearly opposite his station.

They carry knapsacks, &c. I have seen only about 100 in motion.
I. S. LYON,

Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

August 14, 1864.

Major Fisher :

The enemy’s signal officer reports that the camps to the left of Cobb’s
have disappeared.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain^ drc.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 14

j
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following evening report
from the Plank Eoad Station

:

Two hundred cavalry and led horses and five wapjons moved to our right on line
of Weldon railroad between 5 and 5.40 p. iii., api)areutly the rear of a stronger foree,

as the rain prevented a view of that lino between 4.20 and 5 ]>. m. Fatigue party of
200 men with picks and spades came from our extreme left at 6 p. m., moving toward
Petersburg; these men were, I think, working on some fortifications near the Weldon
railroad, but behind the woods and farther south than we can see.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer,
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Headquarters Outposts,
McCannh House, August 14, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have the lionor to report all quiet on my lines. At a
point two miles from my right the enemy has advanced his lines about
sixty rods.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. LEWIS,

Colonel Third New Yorlc Cavalry, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—5 a. m.

General Grant:
At this moment not more than half of the troops have landed from

the steamers. We have been working all night. It will be 9 o’clock

before all of the corps are disembarked. The cav^alry are across. I

ordered General Birney to attack at daylight, but I have since ordered
him to defer it until we are ready here unless he lias commenced it. I

have not heard his firing yet.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

WINTF’D S. HAlsrOOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 14, 1864—8.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point:

General : General Birney has driven in the enemy’s pickets, cap-

turing, he says, about 100. I have sent to have them questioned. Two
of my divisions are now advancing. General Birney’s present line is

the Kingsland road. He will advance with my troops.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General, Comma nding.

Headquarters Second Corps,
• Aiig^tst 14, 1864—8.25 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point

:

General: I telegraphed you at 5 a. m., but I am informed that one
mile and a half of the telegraph line was knocked down last night.

My telegram was to the efiect that not more than one-half of my troops

Avere disembarked at that hour (5 a. ni.) and that I had directed General
Birney to suspend his attack until I sent him further orders. At this

hour two divisions are disembarked and about one-half of the third.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding Second Corps.
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General Grant:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 14^ 1864—3.20 p. m.

General Barlow attacked the enemy’s line on the Central road; took
the first line of rifle-pits, driving the enemy out, but failed to take the
second and third lines, though attempting it twice. He is now about to

try it again, and thinks he will succeed. The troops are not behaving
steadily to-day. A great many are straggling and sunstruck. The
loss in officers has been heavy. The enemy’s force did not appear
large. The point referred to is about a mile up the Central road from
the New Market road.

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General

j
Commanding.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 14^ 1864—6.30 p. m.

General Barlow has made another attack upon the enemy and has
been repulsed with some loss. The enemy are massing pretty heavily
to their left, and I rather anticipate an attack upon General Barlow.
General Birneyjust reported to me that he has captured six pieces and
two mortars. I have ordered all my skirmishers to advance on my left

wlien the enemy commenced massing on my right, including those of
General Birney.

Very respectfully,

WINFH S. HANCOCK,

(Copy to General Meade.)
Major- General.

City Point, Augtist 14^ 1864—7.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
No movement of troops from Petersburg has been observed until this

evening. A body, supposed to be about a division, now seems to be mov-
ing; so reported by signal officer.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 14^ 1864—12.45 p. m. (Received 2.45 i). m.)

General Meade:
The command has taken a^ few prisoners from each of eleven different

regiments to-day
;

all, without an exception, so far as ascertained, of
Field’s division, representing four or five of his brigades. A iiart of
my force is now moving over on the Central road, holding the New Mar-
ket road. General Birm^y occupies the Kingsland road, and will shortly
try to seize the New Market road on his front. I was delayed mate-
rially this morning by the transports not being able to .get the troops
off until 9 o’clock. Two regiments not arrived yet. General Grant
has been here.

WINF’D S, HANCOCK,
Major- General,
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PlEADQUAllTERS SECOND AEMY OoRPS,
August Id^ 1864—9.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

General Birney lias called upon me for transportation for six gnns and
two mortars, captured by him this evening-. I think there is no doubt
but they will be gotten off after dark to-night. General Barlow did not
attack the enemy’s left, which was refused, but attacked a salient of

their line. He had a persistent fight; although he did not carry it he
held the ground passed over. The attack by General Barlow was not
made in sufficient force, but the troops did not fight Avith their accus-

tomed vigor. Owing to the excessive heat, large numbers straggled from
ranks. The loss was considerable. The troops saved their honor b}^

not losing their killed and wounded. Gregg reports tlie Charles City
road cut uj) by the enemy’s intrenchments, the advance of which he
carried. They were occupied by Hampton’s Legion. The lines were
thinly held, but were re-enforced while Barlow was attacking.

WIOT’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

P. S.—I shall set Birney at Avork in the morning as General Grant
suggested.

W. S. H.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14> 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Your several telegrams received. I am glad to hear of Birney’s suc-

cess, and sympathize with Barlow in his losses. Nothing ncAv has
occurred in my front to-day till 5 p. m., when the signal officer at Fifth

Corps headquarters reported the movement of a column of infantry

northward.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Signal Station, August 14^ 1864. (Keceived 2.40 p. m.)

General Hancock:
The enemy has just been closing up to his left in the line of breast-

works on the cleared hill in General Mott’s front. The works appear
noAv to be well filled.

P. A. TAYLOll,
Captain and Signal Offieer.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 14j 1864.

The following movements of troops of this (*ommand are ordered:
During the night Major-General Birney, Tenth Corps, aauII move his

command from its present position to the vicinity of these headquar-
ters by such route as he may select. It is required that tlie entire

command be massed out of sight of the enemy in its new position by 3
a. m. of the 15th. As soon after daylight on the 15th as practicable
division commanders will hold their present lines by a strong line of
skirmishers, Avell supported, and Avill mass the remainder of their com-
mands in readiness to support their OAvn lines or move to the support
of others. General Birney Avill not relieve his skirmish line uoav con-
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nected with the left of the Second Corps. The Third Division will be
massed opposite the ri<?ht of its picket-line, the Second Division oppo-
site its centre, and the First Division near the junction of New Market
and Central roads. At 0 a. m. Major-General Birney, with his com-
mand, will move out on the Central road, and turn the enemy’s left

flank, if possible. If this is not found practicable, and General Birney
considers the chances favorable for a successful assault, he will attack
the enemy’s position with his whole force. If he succeeds in breaking
the line he will then direct his attack toward New Market, and will be
supported by the Second Corps. The cavalry, under General Gregg,
will cover the right flank and rear during these operations.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
FBANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
August 13 [14 f]j 1864—5.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker:
I attacked with a strong brigade of Second Division, and was re-

pulsed with considerable loss. If I retain the hill, which Ave took to-day,
I have not enough troops to have a -continuous line of battle from the
point occupied by General Miles’ brigade (which I think it important
to hold) and the point on my extreme right. I think I have not troops
enough to occupy so extended a line, and that I should draw it in, giving
up the hill Ave took.

Respectfully,

FRANCIS C. BARLOW,
Brigadier- General^ Conmianding Division.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 14j 1864—10.40 a. m.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Third Division

:

General: The major-general commanding directs that after estab-
lishing your skirmish line you x>lt'^ce your division as folloAvs: One
strong regiment to hold the houses and vicinity on the New Mar-
ket and Malvern Hill roadj the remainder of your command massed
near the cross-roads in rear of your line (at the intersection of the New
Market and Mah^ern Hill road with the cross-roads connecting this

road Avith the New Market and Long Bridge road), prepared to move
to the supx)ort of General BarloAV. One brigade of your division Avill

probably be required to relieve the left brigade (General Miles’) of the
First Division, and you will send a staft' officer to General BarloAV to

ascertain the position of this brigade.

Resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. MORGAN,
]Aeutenant- Colonel, the.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—7 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
Shall I take in my jncket-line ou left of the plank road?

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14^ 1864—8.15 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

Draw in all tlie pickets you do not consider ne(5essary tor your imme-
diate security.

A. A. HUMPHEEY8,
Major- General and Chief of Staff'.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 14

j
1864. (Eeceived 1) a. m.)

General Williams:
1 have the honor to report all quiet in my front during the night.

Five deserters from Florida brigade were received this morning, and
are on the way to army headquarters.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14^ 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Warren:
The commanding general directs me to say that upon the happening

of the contingency referred to last night the whole of the Fifth Corps
will be withdrawn from the trenches and directed against the enemy’s
right flank beyond the Weldon railroad. General Ord will extend his

left to the vicinity of Burnside’s mine, and the Ninth Corps will occupy
theremainder of the army front as far as the large redoubt on the plank
road. A dispatch has been received from Hancock, dated 5 a. m., stat-

ing that all his troops would not be disembarked much^ before 9 a. m.,

half only being ashore then. The cavalry was all over. Nothing fur-

ther since.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 14^ 1864—3.45 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff'

:

I have here an officer, Second Lieutenant Smith, Thirteenth Alabama,
Heth’s division. He came in last night. Heth’s divivsion is next to

Beauregard’s, on his left, and right of Heth’s extends across the plank
road

5
next comes Mahon e’s, and his right does not extend to within

half a mile of the Weldon railroad. Longstreet’s corps lias gone to the
Valley and thinks he is in command, Lee is here. Lieutenant Smith
saw him yesterday. Lieutenant Smith says Heth’s and Mahone’s, as
well as Beauregard’s trooiis, were here the morning the mine was sprung.
Heth’s division got north of James Eiver the day after the four pieces

of artillery were captured by Hancock, and returned back here the
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night before the mine blew up, traveling both ways by ears. I suggest
that this officer, Lieut. Henry B. Smith, be detained to place his evi-

dence before the Court of Inquiry, of which General Hancock is presi-

dent.
G. K. WABEEN,

Major- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14^ 1864—SAG p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

Major-General Parke, commanding Mnth Corps, is directed to relieve

your corx)S to-night as soon as practicable from the intrenchments it

now holds. Upon being relieved you will establish your corps in rear
of its present position, in such manner that you can readily support
the troops in your front or on the right or move to operate on the
enemy’s right flank. You will be prepared to move at very brief no-

tice. General Hunt is directed to f'urnish any additional artillery

required by the Mnth Corps for the batteries you vacate, as you will

take your field artillery with you.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of I8taff.

Circular No. 102.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864.

As soon as relieved by the troops of the Mnth Corps, division com-
manders will assemble their men as near to their own headquarters as
may be convenient, and be prepared to move at short notice in any
direction.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Williams:

Headquarters Mnth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864.

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transi)ired on
my line during the night. My troops have been very watchful. No
movements of the enemy have been observed.

.
O. B. AVILLCOX,

Brigadier- General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 37. ( Before Beterslmrg, Va., August 14, 1864.

I. By virtue of seniority of rank the undersigned assumes command
of the Ninth Arinj^ Corps.

II. The following-named officers are announced as temporarily
attached to the staff of the Ninth Army Corps: Lieut. Col. R. C.

12 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Mitchell, acting assistant inspector-general
;
Oapt. Eobert A. Hutchins,

assistant adj iitan t-general

.

III. Caiit. George W, Gowan is announced as aide-de-cami), staff of

the commanding general.
JNO. G. PAEKE,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14, 1864—^,10 i). m.

Major-General Parke:
General Ord is directed to extend his left and relieve your corps of

nearly one-half of the front it now occupies. The commanding general
directs that you relieve the Fifth Corps of the iutrenchments it now
occupies and hold the front from Ord’s left to and including the large
redoubt on the plank road and the batteries in that vicinity, if they are

now held by the Kinth Corps. -As the Fifth Corps will take with it all its

field artillery, you will call on General Hunt, chief of artillery, for any
additional field pieces you may require for the batteries vacated by the
Fifth Corps. The commanding general desires that these changes be
made as soon as practicable.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14., 1864—9,15 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

General Ord wishes to know the exact spot where his left will rest

when he relieves one-half your line. Please designate it to him and
also at the same time to these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters FTinth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—9.45 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

As near as possible the line to be relieved by tlie Eighteenth Corps
will extend to General Potter’s left at a point nearly opposite the mine.
The troops to be relieved are those portions of Potter’s and White’s
(lately Ledlie’s) divisions, which are now in the line.

J. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

(Same to Major-General Ord.)

Headquarters Kinth xVrmy Corps,
• August 14, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Fourth Jjivision, Ninth Army Cor2)s

:

General: The general commanding directs me to say to you that it

is in contemplation to occupy the line of the Fifth Corps with the troops

of the Ninth Corps. You will please hold the trooiis you have in
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reserve in re;,i(liiiess to move into the three redoubts without delay if

ordered. The general also desires that you see General Warren as soon
as possible and find out the locality of his redoubts, the avenues to

them, and the necessary dispositions to be made in occupying them.
I am, general, very* respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. y. lilCIIAKDS,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August li, 1861—5 p. m.

General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General: The enemy are moving very rapidly out of their pits to

our right, scattering, however, and I do not think they have a large

force. The right of their line looks very weak at present. I tliink

they are trying to concentrate on General Barlow. I advise you, tliere-

fore, to have your cavalry vedettes well out. If everything is quiet

to-night. General Birney will come over on this side and will extend
our line to-morrow.

WmPH S, HANCOCK,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 11^ 1861—6.20 p. m. (Beceived 7 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General: We drove the Legion out of the rifle-pits on the Charles
City road this evening. The cavalry did not fall back toward Bich-
mond but moved north of the Charles City road. The distance from
this point (where I have a brigade in reserve) to the point held on the
Charles City road is about five miles. I will connect across Avith Gen-
eral Barlow and have men posted on all the roads.

Yours, respectfully,

D. IMcM. GBEGG,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers., Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 11, 1861.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General: I sent you a dispatc^h to the effect that the enemy oc(‘u-

pied the old rifle-pits of ’(>2 on the Cliarles City road, but that this p,

m. I drove them out. This, near Fisher’s. Search was everywhere
made, but no water could be found in that vicinity for horses. My
horses have not been watered sincA* last night, but 1 can get a little

near the NeAv Market road.

Yours, respectfully,

1). McM. GBEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 14^ 1864—8 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego^
Commanding Division

:

General: Major-General Hancock has your dispatch, and directs
me to say that if it is necessary to concentrate your command on
account of water to do so. You can advance again early in the morn-
ing.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 14^ 1864,

General Gregg:
If you are out of forage to-morrow morning you had better send for

it, for we may be here for several days.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
WIYFD S. HAN^COCK,
Major- General.; Commanding.

P. S.—My lieadquarters to-night will be where General Sheridan’s
were the other time we were over here.

W. S. H.

City Point, Ya., A^lgust 14, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, cfc.

;

General Meade has been directed to watch closely, and if present
demonstration north of James Iliver should force the enemy to weaken
his lines at Petersburg, so that advantage can be taken of it, do so

without waiting for further instructions. In such case he has been
authorized to call on the Eighteenth Corps for co-operation or assist-

ance. Please instruct General Ord that in case of operations against
Petersburg he will receive orders from General Meade.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Coi)y to Ord.)

Jones’ Neck, Aiujust 14,1864—4.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I inclose the notes just received from Colonel Dandy. He seems to

have joined Hancock nearly. Bimey says he is forming his line for

the night,
BENJ. E. BUTLEE,

Major-General.



Chap. LIV.] 181CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION,

[Inclosiire No. 1.]

August 14, 1864.

* General Foster:
Sir : I have passed through the woods and marched a (juarter of a

mile beyond, and am trying to communicate with General Hancock;
have not done so as yet. Enemy’s main works are in sight. My men
are nearly exhausted and I am resting them.

I am, sir,

G. B. DANDY,
Colonel JOOfh N~ew Yorl: VoliMteerH.

[Incloanro No. 2.]

. August 14, 1864.

General Foster:
Sir: I cannot find General Hancock. There is one of Ids regiments

supporting a battery in an earth-work near the houses. We occasion-

ally get a shot from tlie enemy’s sharpshooters and are in sight of their

works. I have crossed a road which I am told is the New Market road,

but I do not know\ Both myself and men are very much exhausted,
but are getting rested. I shall throw a line of skirmishers out to feel

the enemy’s sharpshooters and in the direction to the riglit of his works.
I am, sir, very respectfully,

G. B. DANDY,
Colonel 100th New Yorh Volunteers.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14.) 1864—13.1^0 a. m.

Major-General Butler :

When will Kautz’s regiment at Fort Powhatan be back ? His force

is so small that it is difficult to cover our left and rear without this

regiment, so he reports, and this duty, owing to Gregg’s absence, is

very important. Gan you not order it back to report to Kautz ?

GEO. G, MEADE,
Major- Oeneral) Commanding.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 14

j
1864.

General Meade :

I have ordered the regiment at Fort Powhatan to report back to
Kautz.

li. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General.

Headquarters,
August 14, 1861.

Major Ludlow,
Aide-de-Camp :

As the operations at Dutch Gap are being carried on under my per-
sonal supervision, you will remain at the Gap for the purpose of carry-
ing out my directions, and all orders given by you will be under my
direction and be obeyed accordingly.

BFNJ. F. P,UTLEK,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Bermuda, August 14, 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

The steamer James S. Creep has just arriv^ed from Port Eoyal with
three companies Twenty-ninth Connecticut—260 men, 11 officers—under
command of Major Torrance. In accordance with orders the command-
ing officer has been directed to report to Major-General Birney’s head-
quarters.

J. B. HOWARD,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Ac.

Headquarters Army of th:^ Potomac,
Aiigust 14, 1864—a. m.

Col. H. L. Abbot :

Pour 10-inch mortars with a proper supply of ammunition are wanted
in the battery near the Taylor house to control a battery of 32-pounder
rifles just beyond the crest, distance from 1,200 to 1,500 yards. It

would be well to get them out to-day ready to move; they maybe
ordered into battery to-night. 1 will inform you then whether to send
them. Please answer.

HENRY J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

Broadway Landing, Ya., August 14, 1864—8.45 a. m.

Brigadier-General Hunt,
Headquarter'S Army of the Potomac

:

Your dispatch in relation to mortars for Taylor house is received.
AVill make all preparations for forwarding to-night if you so direct.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding Siege Train.

Broadway Landing, AA., August 14, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Hunt,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

If the 10-inch mortars are ordered forward, I would earnestly request
that they be put in the fourteen-gun battery where Pratt’s 4J-inch guns
were. The range is essentially the same. The approach to this bat-

tery is very good, and to tlie old battery very bad, a matter of great
importance in supplying 10-inch ammunition on account of its great
weight; and, moreover, this battery is well made and the old battery
very ill constructed, constantly caving under mortar lire.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14, 1864.

Colonel Abbot:
It is not probable that the 10-lnch mortars will be ordered up to-night.

When they do come they are to go into the fourteen-gun battery near
the Taylor house.

II. J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General.
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Broadway Landino, Va., August 14^ 1864.

Captain Edson,
Ordnance Officer ,

Fort Monroe^ Ya.

:

I am out of my supply of Coeliorn mortar shells and the rebels are
taking advantage of it. Please send me any shells and wooden plugs
which yon can possibly procure, on the mail boat, telegraphing me
when they start. I don’t care for prepared ammunition. Time is very
important.

HENPY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery Commanding Siege Train.

Broadway^ Landino, Ya., August 14, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ramsay,
Chief of Ordnance, TJ. 8. Army,

Winders Building, Washington, 1). C. :

I have sixteen Coehorn mortars in position and not a shell in depot
for them. The rebels keep up a constant mortar tire on us. 1 don’t
care for prepared ammunition •, all I want are shells, fuse-plugs, and
paper fuses. These must be received very shortly or the army will

suffer. I wrote on 15th ultimo, and telegraphed on 19th ultimo and
11th instant for a large supply. Please inform me at once whether I .

am to be supplied. Please also send 2,000 Parrott time-fuse plugs for

siege guns.
HENRY L. ABBOT,

Colonel First Connecticul Artillery, Commanding Siege Train.

[August 14, 1804, 7.15 a. m.—Eor Birney to Butler, reporting oper-
ations, &c., see Part I, p. 077.]

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Deep Bottom, A^igust 14, 1864—7.40 a. m.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding Department

:

General Terry has captured 150 prisoners and is.advancing.
1). B. BIRNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—10.30 a. m.

[Major-General Butler:]
General: I am at the signal station. Matters are cpiiet in my front

except from sharpshooters.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

August 14, 1804—O.OO p. m.
General Birney:

General Grant informs me, as he has you, that he thinks that it will

be impolitic to try and carry the point in your front; also that the
road is so blocked that it will be nearly impossible, for an hour, to pass
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troops to you. I have taken therefore the liberty to halt the column
now filing ]iast your late headquarters. Can we not get out better
by the head of Three-Mile Creek; of course, this is but a suggestion,
not an order, as yon are under Hancock’s orders. I will order forward
the column as soon as the officer who takes this returns, if you desire it,

B. F. BUTLEE,
Major-General.

Headquarters,
Anxjust 14, 1864—3.30 m.

General Birney:
The only dispatch received for you was that the junction of Four-

Mile Creek and FTew Market Creek* was the position he desired yon to

take. I replied to General Hancock that you understood it and was
about to make the advance if practicable. The dispatch of General
Hancock was received at 3 o’clock, dated 1.15 p. m.

B. F. BGTLEE.

Headquarters,
August 14, 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

Dispatch received.! All honor to the brave Tenth Corps. These six

guns and the two mortars will make a gap in the enemy’s lines by
which I trust you will go through. You have done more than was ex-

pected of you by the lieutenant-general.
BENJ. F. BUTLEE,

Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—1 p. m.

Captain Yichols,
U. S. Navy:

Captain : If you can take such a position as will enable you to shell

the junction of the Kingsland and Yariiia roads, I shall be obliged it

you will do it. General Hancock says you have the'rauge.
Eespectfully, &c.,

D. B. BIENEY,
Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Aiigust 14, 1864—12.35 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Which junction on the New Market road do you refer to in your

note'?

1). B. BIENEY,
Major-General.

* So ill original, 1nit see Walker to Birney, 1.15 p. m., p. 185, where it reads New
Market road.

t See 5.05 p. in., Part I, p. 677.
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August 14, 1804—1.15 p. m.
General Birney,

Commanding Tenth Corps:

General: The jimctioii of Four-Mile Creek with the NTew Market
road is the point to which the major-general commanding referred in a
previous dispatch.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FBAlSrCIS A. WALKEK,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Tndorsonient.]

3 P. M.

General Birney got dispatch, and has advanced to take tlie point
referred to in this dispatch.

B. F. BUTLEK,
Major- General.

General Birnea'^s Signal Station,
August 44

,
1864—1.20 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
General Birney, who is across the creek, will push for the New

Market road at once. Apparently General Birney has troops within a
few hundred yards ofNew Market.

COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14.) 1864—5.25 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: I am connecting with the battery of Second Corps and am
establishing picket-line. I will have it complete. As I am now sharply
engaged in trying to save the guns captured I may have to shorten
my line. I have sent two staff officers to rej)ort progress.

Yours, truly,

D. B. BIBNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14^ 1864—5.4.0 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
You are mistaken in supposing that the enemy are withdrawing

from my front. Tliey are in force on my whole front, and with a heavy
artillery fire. They are plainly to be seen. I have ordered General
Terry to advance his skirmishers at once, and connect closely with the
Second Corps i)icket-line.

I). B. BIBNEY,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Deep Bottom^ August 14^ 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General : I will move at 9 o’clock by the rear of Mott and Dandy,
and will bivouac on some spot without you desire me to take a special

position before daylight. I am at Foster’s headquarters until my bat-

teries, trains, &c., cross tbe bridge. I will leave a garrison here. My
six guns have diminished to four, but increased by two 8-inch howit-

zers. I will see you before morning.
Your obedient servant,

D. B. BIRYEY,
Major-General.

Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Arma" Corps,
August 14y 1864.

General Terry with his command will attack the enemy in position

behind Four-Mile Creek promptly at daybreak. If successful he will

advance along the New Market and Kingsland road to the junction of

theYarina road
;
then along the Yarina road to the Mill road, securing,

if liossible, the eross-roads at Osborne’s old turnpike. Brig. Gen. Wil-
liam Birney will leave two regiments of his colored troops in the
intrenchments at Deep Bottom, and with the remainder of his command
will be prepared to supporjb General Teny. G eneral Birney will relieve

General Foster’s command in Deep Bottom.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters’ spring wagons may accompany the headquarters to

which they belong.

Marchinu Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Arma" Corps,
August 14, 1864—7.20 p. m.

This command will march promptly at 9 p. m. to the rear of the i)Osi-

tion of the Second Corps, bivouacking at a spot to be indicated by
Captain Briscoe, aide-de-camp. The command of Colonel Dandy will

remain in its present position Avith its pickets out. The pickets of the
corps will be withdrawn at 1 a. in. under directions of the corps officer

of the day. Tliey will fall back on the two roads to the intrenchments
at the ])ontoon bridge. Ammunition trains and batteries and all Avagons
and ambulances Avill cross at tlie pontoon near General Foster’s and
recross at the loAver bridge; park for the niglit and be harnessed at
daylight. Commanding officers should at once send out patrols for

stragglers who fill the Avoods Avith fires and tents. Brigadier-General
Birney will detail two regiments, and a competent ofiicer to command
them, to garrison and hold the fortifications at Deep Bottom. The
First Connecticut Battery Avill report to that commanding officer; the
detachment of New York Mounted Bifles will also report to him.
By command of Major-General Birnev:

CHAS. H. GliAYES,
Assistant Adjutan t- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14j 1864—6 a. m.

Brigadier-General Terry,
Commanding First Division

:

You will coiitinne tlie attack, liolding your troops well in band. Yon
will call on Brigadier-General Birney for such aid as you may need.

By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14^ 1864—8.50 a. m.

Brigadier-General Terry :

Generals Barlow and Mott, commanding divisions of Second Corps,

are advancing on your right. Have not as yet met the enemy.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Aiigust 14^ 1864—2,55 p. m.

Brigadier-General Terry :

The major-general commanding desires that yon will inform him as

soon as yon reach the Hew Market road, and also whether the creek
is fordable.

Bespectfnlly,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adju taut- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—5.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Terry:
The general commanding directs that every precaution be taken to

secure the guns captured. He regards it as highly imi)ortant that they
be brought oft*, even if the caissons are left behind.

Besiiectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864—6.45 a. m.

Brigadier-General Birney :

Colonel Osborn’s brigade has been ordered to take imsition on the
left near the Grover liouse.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjuiant- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14^ 1864—12.50 p. m.

Bri^. Ceil. William Birney:
The major general commanding directs that you order Colonel Os-

born to occupy the crossing of the Kingsland and Yarina roads. A
staff officer has been sent to conduct him to the point.

Bespectfnlly,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14., 1864.

Brig. Gen. William Birney will detail a colonel of his command for

corps-officer of the day to report at once at these headquarters. General
Birney will cause such a distribution to be made of the force left in the
intrenchments as best to provide for the safety of the position, paying
esx)ecial attention to the left of the line. He is authorized to reduce the
force to one regiment.
By order of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864^5.30 p. m.

[General Terry:]
Advance your skirmishers at once, and make close connection Avith

the picket-line of the Second Corps. You will make a decided demon-
stration.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry,
Commanding First Division:

It is reported by an officer of General Foster’s staff that there is a
battery at the Grover house unsupported.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
A ssistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864. (Eeceived 3.40 p. m.)

General Turner :

The detachment of the Twenty-ninth Connecticut Volunteers will

report to Brigadier-General Turner, commanding line of intrenchments,
Avho will ])lace them upon the line.

By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Tenth xVrmy Corps,
14^ 1864.

Major Davis,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

How iiiauy colored regiments are there on the left of the line?

JNO. W. TUKNEK,
Brigadier- General., Commanding.

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 14., 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:
There are live colored regiments this side of the Appomattox.

K. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
August 14, 1864.

Major Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- Genera I

:

Major: I have the honor to request that the commanding officers ot

the colored regiments on the left be ordered to report to me, in order
that I may assign them to xiositions on the line, if necessary.

JNO. W. TUKNER,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, August 14, 1864.

I. Colonel Curtis’ line will extend from the river to Battery No. 5,

and include the xiresent xncket-line occupied by his brigade.
II. Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn, Fourth Massachusetts ('avalry,

will report for duty to Colonel Curtis with his command without delay.
By order of Brigadier-General Turner

:

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Capt., Forty-seventh New York Vols., Aetg. As.^^t. Adjt. Gen.

Hdqrs. Dep'I'. op Viroinia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 14, 1861.

Col. Samuel A. Duncan,
Comdg. Colored Regiments this side of Appomattox

:

Yb)!! will rei)ort in person to Brig. Gen. A. W. Turner, at xR’esent in

command of the defenses on this line, and dispose of your trooxis in

accordance with his directions until further orders.
By command of Major-General Butler:

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistaiit Adjutant- General.
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Auoust 14, 1864.

General O. S. Ferry,
Sprinc) Hill

:

General : You will direct the command sent over from Spring Hill

to the line of defense to report to Brig. Gen. John W. Turner, command-
ing defenses, &c.
By command of Major-General Butler

:

GEO. A. KEYSET,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

[August 14, 1864.]

General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps :

General Grant telegraphs me that General Meade has been directed

to watch closely, and if operations on the north side of the James force

the enemy to weaken his lines at Petersburg to take advantage of it

without further instructions. In that case General Meade has been
authorized to call upon the Eighteenth Corps for co-operation, and you
will receive orders from him.

B. F. BUTLEK,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14, 1864—7.45 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to say that it he finds the
enemy^s intrenchments very thinly held, in consequence of troops being
sent across the James to meet the movement of General Hancock, he
will Avithdraw the whole of the Fifth Corps, from the intrenchments.
He desires to know whether you Avill be able in such event to extend
to your left and occiiiiy any part of the line noAv held by the Yinth
Corps.

A. A. IIUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 14.^ 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

1 have now only one man to the yard on my line. The enemy’s line

is reported two ranks deep, and I do not deem it advisable, Avliile their

line is so lieavy, to reduce mine. All my reserAms are Avorking on
redoubts.

E. O. C. OBD,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14^ 1864—8,<20 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The major-general commanding requests me to say that he has ceased
working on his intrenchments to-day. In the event contemi)lated of

withdrawing the Fifth Corps from the intrenchments and directing it

against the enemy’s right flank, could your reserves now working on
the redoubts be used in extending your line'? It is only in the event
of the enemy holding the line of their intrenchments thinly that such
operation would be undertaken with the Fiftli Corps.

A. A. flUMPHPPIYS,
Major-General and Chief of istaff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Axigust 14^ 1864,

General Humphreys :

By ceasing work I could extend my line as far as Burnside’s mine
and not put the colored troops in the trenches.

E. O. C. OKD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 14^ 1864—4,30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have received orders in case of a movement to co-operate with the
Army of the Potomac, and have the honor to report accordingly.

E. O. C. OKH,
Major-General.

Headquarters PAghteenth Army Corps,
Augiist 14j 1864—5.15 p. m.

General Humphreys :

Shall I occupy part of Burnside’s trenches to-night? 1 can by using
all my reserve and stretching take half of Burnside’s grouiid, and he
can then by similar means take whole of Warren’s. A deserter, in

this a. in., states that Lee’s forces all gone nortli of Eichmond, and lie

heard that one division, jirobably of Beauregard’s, left yesterday and the
day before.

OEH.

Headquarters Ap^my of the Potomac,
. August 14, 1864—5.45 p. m.

IMajor-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

Your dis])atch received. The information received is not yet sufficient

to enable the commanding general to determine upon the arrangements
to be carried out to-night. Will let you know as soon as possible.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff',
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
August 14^ 1864—8 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

The proposed extension of your coitis and that of the Ninth, having
been sanctioned by Lieutenant-General Grant, the major-general com-
manding directs that you relieve the Ninth Corps from as much of their

line as you can hold in the manner heretofore indicated. Should you
require any additional field artillery to supply the place of that taken
out of battery by the Ninth Corps, call on General Hunt, chief of artil-

lery, Army of tlie Potomac, who is directed to answer your requisitions.

The changes should be made as soon as practicable.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 14.^ 1864—8.20 p. m.

General A. A. Humphreys :

Will the general commanding give distinct orders to General Burn-
side so that 1 can know certainly what part of his front I am to occupy
and can give definite orders on the subject. I can take half of it, but
do not know how much that is, or to what place it will take me.

E. O. C. OKD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
August 14.; 1864—9.10 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The major-general commanding requests that you will occupy one-

half of the front of the Ninth Corps. I have telegraphed General Parke
that you will do so, and will at once request him to designate the exact
spot where your left will rest under that arrangement. I take it to be
where the small marsh or run that you crossed in going to the mine
intersects our intrenchmeuts.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 14; 1864—9.45 p. m.

General Humphre y s.

Chief of Staff

:

I have five light batteries—two rifie and two 12-pounders, not under
cover—which can be moved to any place at once. Would it not be well

to keep the batteries of the Ninth and Fifth Corps now behind parapets
where they are, and take for the use of the Fifth batteries of one corps
whicE are not in place or under cover, because shifting the batteries in

place would attract the attention of the enemy?
E. O. C. OEl),

Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigust 14^ 1864—10.25 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps :

The commanding general prefers the Fifth Corps to liave its own bat-

teries, and they can probably be got ont without attracting notice. It

is understood that the artillery of the Mnth Corps that Avill probably
be removed can also be taken ont Avdthout being obserA^ed.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 14.^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr:
General : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say

that in case it should rain severely, and the ravine in Avhich our troops
are encamped should become too Avet for occupancy, you will remove
them above the railroad bridge to the position uoav occupied by some
of the troops of General Ames, Avho has been directed to make room
for you.

Very respectfully,

THEODOBE BEAD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 14.^ 1864—12.20 a. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

Tlie commanding general has telegraphed General Butler to send
back your regiment near Powhatan, and has requested Lieutenant-
General Grant to have the cattle herd drawn in nearer to City Point.

You must make the best disposition you can of your force, keeping it

as much concentrated as possible. You may have to move to-morroAv.

The enemy have but one division of cavalry on this side the Api)omat-
tox.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

City Point, Va., August 15, 1864—9 p. m.
(ileceived G.30 a. m. 17th.)

Major-General Halleck,
IFashington, D. C. •

If there is any danger of an uprising in the North to resist tlie draft

or for any other xmrpose our loyal Governors ought to organize the
militia at once to resist it. If we are to draw troops from the held to

keep the loyal States in harness it Avill prove difhcult to suppress
the rebellion in the disloyal States. My AvitlidraAval uoav from the
James Biver Avould insure the defeat of Sherman. TAventy thousand
men sent to him at this time Avould destroy the greater part of Hood’s

13 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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army, and leave ns men wherever required. General Heintzelman can
get from the Governors of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois a militia organi-

zation that will deter the discontented from committing any overt act.

I hope the President will call on Governors of States to organize

thoroughly to preserve the peace until after the election.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 15, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
All quiet on the lines. The Fifth Corps in reserve on the left, ready

for movement. No indications of any movement on enemy’s part, hut
seen that camps previously reported taken up are this morning reoccu-

pied. Dispatch Irom signal officer sent herewith.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

[Inclosure.]

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 15, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have the honor to forward the following reports just

received

:

Atmosphere clear,

brigades.

Plank Road Station,
August 15, 1864—9.80 a. m.

Camps reported reoccui)ied this a. m.
;
contain about two

FULTON,
Sergeant,

Fifth Corps Station,
August 15, 1864—9.40 a. in.

No change visible. A small fatigue party of enemy in first line to right of Chim-
neys. Squads of enemy on parapet seem to watch our line A^ery attentiA'cly.

WARTS,
Lieutenant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
By order

:

W. S. STRYKEliy
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

City Point, Va., August 15, 1864—8.30 p. m.

(Kecei zed 6.15 a. m. ITtli.)

Col. W. Hoffman,
Commissary-General of Prisoners ;

You need not move any more ])risoners from Point Lookout so long
as you deem them safe there.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutcnan t- General.
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City Point, August 15, 1864,

General Williams:
I am informed by Colonel Batclielder that be has been appointed cliief

quartermaster oftbe Army of the Potomac. It struck me with surprise,

inasmuch as I had calculated on being attached to your army so long

as the general commanding wished my services, and inasmuch as I had
not expected any change. I had in no manner sought for the change.
I had served under General Meade with great iiride and cheerfulness

to myself, and I hoped to his satisfaction. I sincerely wish him and the
Army of the Potomac the greatest possible success.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 15, 1864—3,30 p. m.

General R. Inoalls,
City Point:

Your dispatch of this date in relation to the assignment of Lieutenant-
Colonel Batchelder as chief quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac
has been laid before the commanding general. The commanding gen-
eral has received no official information touching the status of yourself
and Colonel Batchelder, as defined in the orders that were issued at the
time you left for City Point to assume the duties of chief quartermaster
of the armies operating against Richmond, in addition to those of chief
quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, other than is contained in

a letter Colonel Batchelder has recently received from the War Depart-
ment, assigning him to duty as chief quartermaster of the Army of the
Potomac. The action of the War Department has been taken without
the knowledge of the commanding general, and without any reference
of the matter to him, and he supposes the object of the assignment to

be to give Colonel Batchelder the rank and pay of colonel during your
temporary absence from these headquarters. I am directed to add that
you haVe at all times discharged the duties of chief quartermaster of
this army to the entire satisfaction of the commanding general, and
that if you have been for the time being transferred to another sphere
of duty the transfer has been made without any action on his part.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

City Point, August 15, 1864,

(Received 1 a. m. 16th.)

John C. Babcock:
We have here five eitizens, eleven refugees, and twenty-four prison-

ers of war taken to-day and yesterday by Second Corps. The latter are
mainly from Law’s and Anderson’s brigades, of Field’s division, the
whole of which is in front of our lines at Dee]) Bottom. They do not
know of any other infantry being there when they were taken, but
know of two brigades of Wilcox’s division being at Chaffin’s farm three
days ago. Wickham’s brigade of cavalry and i)crhaps the most of Fitz

Lee’s division crossed to the north side of the James night before last.
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Gary’s brigade (cavalry) is also there. Kefngees left Eichmond Satur-

day evening, and say that infantry and cavalry Avent to Early Thursday
and Friday nights last. This is certain, and I think the infantry Avas

Wilcox’s division or a i^art of it, though one heard General Hetli’s name
mentioned. The prisoners taken by tlie Tenth Corps (seven) are also

from Field’s division.

SHAEPE,
Colonel.

Signal Station at Eicketts’ Battery,
August 15

j
1864—10 a. m.

Captain Taylor,
Signal Officer

:

The enemy have been shelling our skirmish line on this front. A
column of about 300 of tlie enemy’s infantry have just i)assed behind
their iiitrenchments moving to the right (our right) entering the AAmods

and preventing further observation. Another line of about 200 have
moved up from the left and are noAv lying behind their Avorks.

NEEL,
Signal Officer,

Station near Gibbon’s House,
August loj 1864—3.30 p. ni.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

About 1,500 infantry moved into tOAvn from the southwest about 2.45

this p. m., accompanied by two Avagons. Owing to fog over the city

could not trace them out. There Avas some dust seen afterward in

streets, but the air was too thick for observation.
A. C. JOEDAN.

Jordan’s House Station,
August 15, 1864—5 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

All quiet on this front. The battery reported August 6 to be in rear
ofWhitehead’s is not visible to-day. I send the following rebel message
from 114:

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

One large full regiment of ton companies drilling in open space to our left of Cobb’s.
One gnn-i)oat above pontoon and one off Point of Rocks. There is no camp in open
space to our left of Cobb’s; there is not a tent visible. The shelter erected lately
for horses is in a dilapidated condition.

ROONEY,
Sergeant.

T. E. CLAEK,
Signal Officer.
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IIdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sicnal Department,
August 15, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch received from the plaids road sta-

tion :

Camps re-established north-northwest from station, but to what extent I can’t tell,

as the atmosphere is unfavorable for observation. All quiet.

FULTON.

He refers to the camps that disappeared the night after the Second
Corps moved.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Offieer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 74. ] City Point, August 15, 1864.
# # ^ * # * *

H. A board of officers is hereby appointed to meet at City Point, on
Tuesday, the Ibth day of August, 1864, to investigate the cause and
circumstances attending the explosion of ordnance stores at City
Point, Va., on the 9th instant. Detail for the board : Lieut. Col. Horace
Porter, aide-de-camp; Cai^t. D. D. Wiley, commissary of subsistence;

Capt. H. B. Blood, assistant quartermaster.#**##**
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 15, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I sent in this morning about twenty prisoners taken by the cavalry,
including eleven refugees. These refugees left Eichmond on Saturday
night. They say a large number of cavalry went north, and many
other troops, but they do not know definitely what force. I have
ordered them sent to City Point, where they can be questioned. A
l)risoner was captured this morning from the Thirteenth South Caro-
lina, which makes the second man captured from McGowan’s brigade,
being of different regiments. This latter man says that four brigades
of Wilcox’s division are in front of General Foster’s old position. I

have no povSitive evidence of the fact. General Birney, with a part of
General Mott’s division, is feeling for the enemy’s left, or a iilace where
we can attack. If we find such a place 1 shall attack with heavy force
in the ho])e of clearing them out.

WJNF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15, 1864. (Eeceived 1.80 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Birney’s captures yesterday were four 8-inch sea-coast how-
itzers; three of them are entirely removed and the fourth partly
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taken off, but the trail is broken. I don’t know that any more will be
gotten off. General Gregg lias found the enemy intrenched on the
Charles City road at White’s house. Their people came out of their

intrenchmentsand attacked, but I do not think they have much strength
there. 1 expect to feel along with my infantry to the Charles City
Cross-lioad, it I do not sooner liud a place to attack.

WINF’13 S. HANCOCK,
Maj()7^- Gene^'al.

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
AiKjUHt 15, 1864—1.30 p. m. (Eeceived 3.20 p. m.)

General Grant:
General Gregg says that the enemy are making a spirited attack

upon him down the Charles City road. They drove him out of the
intrenchments he took from them yesterday. Pie has taken a prisoner,

who says that there was a large force of cavalry, with infantry, on that
road this morning, six miles this side of Richmond. General Gregg
thinks that Hampton has joined. We have no positive evidence of it.

My brigade of infantry that went from the Central road to strike the •

Cliarles City road met the enemy very soon, supposed to be infantrjy

and repulsed them. Another brigade has been added to it, and Gen-
eral Birney will attack them very soon. A knapsack was fished up
this morning during the cavalry tight marked Thirteenth Georgia, Wil-

”

cox’s division, and also, I think, Hagan’s I Hagood’sl brigade.
WlW’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.
(Same to General Meade.)

CiTA" Point, Va., August 15, 1864—3.30 p. in.

Major-General Hancock :

A boat to take your sick and wounded will be sent immediately.
General Grant is on his way to your headquarters.

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Armv Corps,
August 15, 1864.

General Grant:
1 have just taken a staff officer of General Barringer, commanding

brigade of cavalry in W, H. F. Lee’s division. The command came
^

over, 1 don’t know in what strength, last night. Have also captured
|

a ]>rivate of Third Division Cavalry, and an officer of the Forty-eighth
Alabama. I am sending some infantry to strike the Charles City road
to take this cavalry in hank; am also sending some •infantry to Gregg
to the junction of the Chailes City road with the Long Bridge. Gen-
eral llirney is also feeling around the enemy’s right of wliere Barlow
attacked yesterday.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 15^ 1864. (Eeceived 5.45 i). m.)

General Grant:
A prisoner just sent in reports that his division of cavalry, W. H. P.

Lee\s, arrived here this morning, having left Kearns’ Station at 11 a. m.
yesterday—Barringer’s, Chambliss’, and Hearing’s brigades. We have
forced the enemy back beyond the cross-roads on the Charles City road,

but so far only to the intrenchments occupied by Gregg early this

morning. The enemy’s works aiipear well filled. General Birney is

still operating between the Central and Charles City roads, and if he ''

finds a weak place a strong attack will be made. 1 exi)ect to hear
of it before long.

W. S. HANCOCK,
Alajor- General.

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15^ 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Your dispatches received. I am much obliged to you for the appoint-

ment of brigadier-general in the Eegular Army. I am also obliged to

you for being so anxious to-day, for I am not satisfied with our progress
here.

W. S. HANCOCK,
Major- Genera 1.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
liverything is quiet here. General Birney did not attack to-night,

not having encountered the enemy’s skirmishers until about dark. He
lost thirty or forty men, the greater number colored, in his observations.
I have ordered a movement on the Charles City road, under General
Miles, at daylight. General Birney will also move toward the Central
road at the same hour, prepared to make a heavy attack if possible.

The cavalry will operate on the Charles City road and to the right.

General Gregg captured a few prisoners this evening, all from W. H. F.
Lee’s division. I have no evidence indicating any greater strength
than before.

W. S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
.. August 15, 1864. (Eeceived 11.20 p. m.)

Gen. B. F. Butler:
General: There is nothing new here. I am well out on the Charles

City and Central roads. The day has been consumed in afiairs with
cavalry and in reconnaissance. To-morrow morning at daylight I hope
to commence more serious work.

W. S HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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Orders.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15y 1864.

The following movements of troops of this command are ordered for

to-morrow

:

1. At 4 a. m. General Miles, with his brigade, will move out to the
position held to-day by one of General Birney’s brigades near the
Charles City road, and make a reconnaissance of the enemy’s position,

attacking with his brigade, if in the opinion of General Miles the attack
will succeed.

2. General Gregg, commanding cavalry division, will advance ui)

the Charles City road at 4 a. m. and endeavor to turn the left of the
enemy’s position on that road^while General Miles is operating in front.

General Gregg and General Miles will consult as to operations here.

General Gregg will send a squadron to report at 4 a. m. directly to

General Miles.

3. At daylight General Birney will continue the execution of the
orders of yesterday to turn the enemy’s left between the Central and
Charles City roads if practicable, or, failing in this, to attack the
enemy’s line, if his reconnaissance gives a reasonable assurance of

success.

4. General Mott, Third Division; General Barlow, First Division, and
Colonel Smyth, Second Division, will hold their commands in readiness
to move instantly to the support of their own lines or elsewhere. The
troops must be kei)t in their cami)S. Their skirmishers must be kept
active during the day and have the enemy in their front closely

watched.
5. The men will be under arms and camp struck at daylight. Com-

manders will see that all wagons not allowed by existing orders are
sent to the river during the night.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FRA^s^CIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. Mott,
Commanding Third Division

:

General: The major-general commanding' directs that one of your
brigades, either De Trobriand’s or Madill’s, be reported at once to

Major-General Birney to form a part of his force during the operations
of the day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 15^ 1864.

Colonel McAllister:
The brigadier-general commanding directs that you put a regiment

under a good commander into the point of woods nearest the bridge-
head. Tlie regiment will put out camp guards in the direction of Mah
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verii Hill and to tbc front. Our cavalry now covers the entire front,

but the regiment is placed there to hold the Avoods if the cavalry should

be driven in.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Ancjust 15, 1864. (Received 9.20 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant A djutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front last night.

My troops were relieved by Major-General Parke, commanding the

Ninth Corps, last night and early this morning. General Potter reliev-

ing General Griffin’s line and General Ferrero that of General Craw-
ford.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiignst 15, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Warren:
The major-general commanding desires to know the iiosition in which

you have placed yoiir troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
AFajor- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 15, 1864. (Received 10.10 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Cutler’s division is near General Hancock’s old headquarters
j

Griffin’s is near his oAvn headquarters. Ayies and Crawford are about
on a line between the two, Cutler and Gridin.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 103. \ August 15, 1864.

The cor]>s being now in reserve, division commanders and the com-
mander of the Artillery Brigade will hold their commands in readiness
to mov(‘. at very vShort notice.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Aiujust 15y 1864.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding /Second Division

:

General: The major-general commanding desires you to Avitlidraw

the Maryland Brigade back hear your own headquarters.
Very respectfully, your obedient seiA^ant,

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant AdjuUwnt- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Avgust 15^ 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corj^s :

The major-general commanding desires you to report tlie distribution

you have made of your troops in the intrenchments now held by your
corps.

A. A. HUMPHREAS,
Major-General and Chief of SStaff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 15j 1864—12 m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General Potter’s (Second) division, 2,300 men, relieAmd General Griffin,

and holds the line from right of line formerly held by Fifth Corps to the
plank road. Eleven hundred men of General Ferrero’s division (colored)

occupy large redoubt, 250 men occupy redoubt south of Chieves’ house,
250 in rear of Fort Tilton, and 200 in redoqbt near large mortar battery.

General White’s division, 1,500 men, relieved General Crawford, and
occupy the skirmish line extending from General Potter’s left around in

front of the Hvo square redoubts. General Willcox, Avith one brigade,
colored troops, holds the line formerly occupied by Mnth Corps as far

to the right as the mine, Avhere they join the Eighteenth Corps. ATour

dispatch of 10 a. m. just received on my return from the line.

JKO. G. PARKE,
Major- Ge^ieraf Commanding.

Headquarters Artillery Ninth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. R. B. Potter,
Commanding Second Division, Ninth Army Corps

:

General: Three batteries have reported to me this morning. 1

have ordered two—Dorsey’s (Ohio) and Rhodes’ (Rhode Island)—to

report to you.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. ALBERT MONROE,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Artillery.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 15j 1864.

General Potter,
Commanding Second Division:

General : The batteries sent you were not intended to be put in

position unless tliey should be required. The heavy rain prevented
Colonel Monroe visiting the line this evening, indicating to you the

positions of the batteries on your front.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. PAPKE,

Major- Oeneral.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
August 15j 1864.

Capt. P. A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that Colonel Huiniihrey’s brigade relieved

tlie brigade of General Hartranft during the niglit, connecting on the
right with the Eigliteenth Corps. Captain Poemer reports only few
rebels seen on the line this morning. 1 shall keep vigilant watch dur-
ing the day.

O. B. AVILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

August 15, 18C4—10.40 *a. m.

Captain Hutchins:
Captain Poemer having reported a material diminution of the rebels

in our front, I sent Lieutenant Brackett to Poemer’s battery with a
glass. Lieutenant Brackett has just returned, and says he does not
perceive any difference in the number usually visible. Colonel Hum-
phrey, who Avent on the line last night after having been off* a Aveek,

makes the same observation, so that I think reports of the rebel Avorks
being thinned out should be taken Avith caution.

Very respectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,

_ August 15j 1864.

Capt. PoBERT A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report less firing of every description than usual
to-day in my front. Tlie rain this afternoon damaged the breast-Avorks
somewhat, but they are being speedily repaired.

- Very respectfully,

(). B. AVILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

General : Tlie major-general commanding directs me to inform yon
that General Ingalls will have forage at this point for your command
to-day.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FBANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 15^ 1864—8 a. m. (Received 9.15 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock:
General: We are getting along and driving the enemy on the

Charles City road. I think my advance is within a mile of White’s
Tavern. I have the body of General Chambliss, killed a few minutes
ago. 1 am having some loss, but not very considerable.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 15, 1864. (Received 1.15 i). m.)

Major-General Hancock:
General : The enemy are making a spirited advance, but are held

by one of my brigades dismounted. 1 have two regiments at the inter-

section of the Charles City, New Market, and Quaker roads. This
force finds the enemy on the Charles City road in their front. I think
Hampton’s division of cavalry has arrived. A prisoner, whom I for-

warded, told me that a large force of cavalry, which he believed to be
Hampton’s, was on the Charles City road about six miles from Rich-
mond, and that infantry Avas at the same point.

Yours, respectfully,

H. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

General Gregg:
The following, just received from General Birney, is communicated

for your information:

I have just returned from a recounaissauce. Have attacked the enemy’s cavalry
ou the left of Gregg’s brigade in Hank and am driving them. Have ordered Avery’s
cavalry also to attack. I am driving them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15j 1864.

General Gregg,
Commandmg, &c.

:

General Hancoek directs me to advise you that General Birney has
sent a brigade, under conduct of Captain Briscoe, aide-de-camp, to try

to strike the Charles City road from the Central. The major-general
commanding has sent you a brigade of infantry, well commanded, to

be followed by more if necessary.
Your obedient servant,

FBANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

General Gregg,
Commanding Second Division Cavalry

:

General: I wish you would be careful that the enemy do not
deceive you with dismounted cavalry. If that brigade gets to the
Charles City road I wish you would press forward so as to relieve

them, as I wish General Birney to make an attack as soon as he‘can
find a hole in their lines. I therefore desire that you should press the
enemy well back on the Charles City road, looking out well at the same
time for your right. I have since received your disi>atch stating that
your dismounted cavalry have the Charles City road.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
WINTF'D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
August 15, 1864.

Colonel Stedman,
Commanding First Brigade:

Colonel: The enemy^s infantry have attacked Colonel Gregg’s
pickets in force. I send you this information for your guidance. The
general has not yet returned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. TAYLOR,
Major and Division Inspector.

Headquarters Second Brigade,
August 15, 1864—2.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg:
General: A prisoner from W. H. Fitzhugh Lee’s division just

brought in. They crossed the James this morning at daylight. The
Eighth and Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, in connection with the
infantry, are driving them, and are now nearly to Deep Creek.

Very respectfully,

J. IRVIN GREGG,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade,
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Lieutenant-General Grant:
August 15, 1864—9 a. m.

My pickets at Dutch Gap report trains running all night from Peters-
burg to a point just above them, and there stopping and whistling,

probably at Chaffin’s farm. Signal officer at Spring Hill reports two
trains have passed from Petersburg and two toward Petersburg, the
last loaded with commissary stores. At 9 a. m. a regiment of cavalry
has just passed Junction toward Pichmond. Birney reports that his six

guns turnout to be four 8-inch howitzers; also that he is ordered to

make an assault on the right of Hancock this morning. Pretty far

round from left to right.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major-General.

City Point, August 15^ 1864.

Major-General Butler;
Did Birney secure the guns reported, or are they on ground that can-

not be reached by either party ?

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Grant:
The following is answer to my inquiry about guns taken by General

Birney yesterday

:

Deep Bottom, August 15, 1864.

General Butler:
I learned from an artillery lieutenant at 11 a. m. to-day that three were secured

and the fourth not, for want of carriage. This officer was sent by General Hancock
to secure the fourth. None have been delivered to me. The enemy had re-estab-
lished his picket-line and had shelled the woods in my front. I could not get the
fourth gun without a fight.

WM. B. WOOSTER,
Colonel Twenty-ninth Connecticut Volunteers.

B. F. BUTLER.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15j

1864—1.50 p. m.
Major-General Hancock:
General: I have just returned from a reconnaissance. Have at-

tacked the enemy’s cavalry on the left of Gregg’s brigade in flank and
am driving them. Have ordered Avery’s cavalry also to attack. I am
driving them.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Aiigust 15

y
1864—2.10 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Do you desire me to mass and atta(*k? I am apprehensive that if I

attempt to envelop the enemy the force on my right and rear may take
me in reverse.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

1 am driving the enemy’s skirmisliers on my right toward Charles
City Court-House road.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15j 1864—2.30 p. m.

[General Hancock;]
My brigade lias advanced within half a mile of Charles City road,

driving the enemy, which they re^iort to be mounted infantry. I liave

ordered them to halt at Charles City Cross-Road and await orders.

Avery covers their left. Have you any orders ?

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Gregg at 3.15 p. m.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 15^ 1864.

Major-General Birney:
General : I have sent Colonel Morgan to you to express my views*

After you reach the Charles City road, if there is no engagement there,

that brigade might be slowly withdrawn sufficiently to cover your
right without being endangered, leaving the cavalry to protect the
rear. I then wish you to continue your reconnaissance to the right of
where Barlow attacked, to see if you can find a suitable place to

attack, and, if so, before evening, I would like to make a strong attack
and will give you more troops if necessary. It is important to make
an advance or to ascertain that the enemy is in such force that we can-

not, or to oblige them to re-enforce. You can be backed up as strongly
as jou wish. If you find a favorable point and want more men let me
know. General Miles will now feel out to protect the right flank of
that brigade which has gone to the front as well as your own right, and
to attack the enemy if either are threatened.

Respectfully,
W. S. HANCOCK,

Major-General

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15^ 1864—3.25 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Brigadier-General Birney is now moving with a brigade to attack to

tlie riglit of my x)osition, to be supported by all my force if necessary.
AVlicn he drives the enemy to their line of works we can judge of the
feasibility of an assault. My other division will move to the right and
occupy the ground that he leaves, so that General Barlow must look
out for his right. I may use the brigade of infantry that relieved Gregg
from the attack.

Respectfully,
J). B. BIRNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army (k)RPS,
August 15j 1864—6.40 p. m. (Received 7.45.)

Mnjor-General H ancock :

A r(‘connaissauce in force sent out has met the enemy’s skirmish line.

As it is too far to my right and the woods too dense and close to favor
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a night attack, I will postpone it until morning. I will make a vigorous
one at daylight with your i)ermissiou. We have driven the-eiiemy’s

skirmishers back, but as yet have found no intrenchments.
1). B. BIENEY,

Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864—3.55 x). m.

Captain Briscoe:
Brigadier-General Birney is on the point of attacking on your left.

If you are not pressed by the enemy move back and report to him. It

there is any enemy in your immediate front attack them. You need
have no fear for your left flank.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

Captain Briscoe:
Bring back your command to the line.

By order of J\Iajor-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutayit- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864—1.10 jL m.

Major-General Hancock hopes we will be able to capture a few i)ris

oners in order to get information. If any are taken, send them here
immediately.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutan t- Genera 1.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

Cover your line with your own skirmishers, and look out for both
your flanks.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864—6.30 ]). in.

Division commanders will see that their lines are Avell i)icketed dur-
ing the night and that the line is connected along its whole extent.

By order of Major-General Birney

.

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
August 15j 1864,

Brig. Gen. O. S. Ferry:
General: You can reduce the picket-line in front of Port Wal

thall seventy-five men and on Mill road twenty-five men. With this

reduction can you do the x)icket duty with your force"? I am unable to

get any more white men and I do not like to send out colored. Over
one-half of my force was on picket yesterday and last night.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. W. TURNER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division,

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully returned.

I can picket the Port Walthall and Mill road lines.

O. S. FERRY,
Brigadier- General,

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 15j 1864—3.50 p. m.

Brig. Gen. William Birney:
Make the movement heretofore indicated with as little delay as pos-

sible.

By order of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Deep Bottom, August 15, 1864.

(Received 1.30 p. m.)

Major-General Butler :

1 have the honor to report the arrival at this headquarters of Major
Torrance with the remaining three companies of the Twenty-ninth
Connecticut Volunteers.

W. B. WOOSTER,
Colonel Twenty-ninth Connecticut Volunteers, Commanding,

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr:
T am instructed by the major-general commanding to direct you to

repair the railroad bridge, which has been damaged by the flood, so
that troops can safely pass over. For this puiqiose you will make the
necessary details.

Very revspectfully,

THEODORE READ,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

14 R R—VOL XLII, PT H
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PlEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF P^ORTH CAROLINA,
j^ew BcrnCj N, (7., August 15, 1864.

Maj. Geii. B. F. Butler,
Comdg. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe, Ya. :

General: It ls my impression that we can worry the blockade-run-
ners a good deal by placing torpedoes in that channel that runs down
the shore into Wilmington harbor. laentenant King, the engineer
officer, has said he would bring the matter before you, and if he returns
to this place, if you see no objection to it, I Avill have the torpedoes
prepared. I would prefer to place them in position with the force we
have, not calling upon the navy for any assistance. It is possible I do
not judge correctly, but I have sometimes doubted whether these gen-

tlemen who command the blockading vessels really wish that harbor
closed. A great deal of money is made there in iirize money.

I am, general, very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
I. K. PALMEK,

Brigadier- General, Commanding. \

City Point, Ya., August 16, 1861.

(Beceived 8 p. m. 18th.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. G.

:

The fighting north of the river to-day has resulted favorably for us,

so far as it has gonej but there have been no decisive results. The
enemy have been driven back somewhat from their position of this

morning, with a considerable loss in killed and Acounded and about
400 prisoners left in our hands. Two brigadier- generals (Chambliss
and Girardey) were killed and their bodies left in our hands. We also

have quite a number of wounded iii’isoners. I have relieved the Fifth
Corps from the trenches, and have it ready to march around Peters-
burg if the enemy can be induced to throw troops enough north of the
James to justify it. Since moving north of the river our losses will

probably reach near 1,000 in killed and wounded; very many, howe\W,
oidy slightly wounded, owing to so much of the fighting taking place
in thick woods. The enemy have lost about as many that have fallen

into our hands.
U. S. GEAKT,

Lieutenant-General,

- Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864-^11 a. m,

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Ko reports have been received from corps commanders or signal offi-

cers indicating any n^vement or change in the enemy\s position in my
front, except a part of the Ninth Corps, where it is reported the enemy
have relieved the force in their trenches, but not diminished it.

The a])pearance of Wright’s brigade, Mahone’s division, in front of

Hancock, confirms the i)revious statement of deserters that on Satur-

day last two brigades of Mahone’s division were withdrawn and placed
in reserve in the rear,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16

j
1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following just received from i^rovost-marshal-generafs depart-
ment is forwarded

:

Wo believe that two brigades, Wright’s and Perrin’s, of Mahone’s division, moved
from the enemy’s extreme right day before yesterday at 2 p. m.

;
that the three re-

maining brigades of Mahone, with Heth’s division and Beauregard’s two divisions,

are still in our front.

One of Kautz’s men taken prisoner escaped from the enemy last

night. He says he was on the Richmond and Petersburg Railroad be-

tween Petersburg and Swift Run when the two brigades of Mahoneys
division marched up and took the cars for a station near Drewry’s
Bluff.

GEO. G. MEADE,
3Iajo7'- General.

City Point, Va., Aitgust 16
j
1864—6.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
' Commanding, &c.

:

It seems from General Hancock’s dispatches that a part of Hill’s

corps is north of the James. If the enemy reduce again to three
divisions at Petersburg it will be advisable to move Warren on to the
Weldon road at least, and farther if it should then appear advisable.

The enemy would necessarily have to keep a good part of Beauregard’s
force to confront the two corps that would still be left.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Until this p. m. there were no indications of movements. I reported

this morning that deserters who came in last night said we had in our
front three brigades of Mahone’s division and all of Ileth’s division,

both of Hill’s corps, besides Beauregard’s forces. The two remaining
brigades of Mahone, Wright and Perrin, they said, had been with-
drawn and were in the rear. Hancock has taken prisoners from
Wright, and I have no doubt Perrin is also in his front, but that is all

of Hill that has left us as far as we know. Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s,

is and has been there for some time. I send a report* from the signal

station on the plank road, just received, which would seem to indicate
a further movement, though it is very indefinite. If you tliink it ad-
visable on this information to move Warren, I will give him orders to

move at early daylight, or before, and to attack at the lead-works or
where the Weldon railroad enters the line of works. I do not tliink

myself he will have much chance of success unless we get more defi-

nite information of the enemy having sent away more troops than wo
have now.

GEG. G. MEADE,
3[ajor- General.

* Sco Fultou to Fisher, 7.20 p. in., p. 214.
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City Point, Va., August 16, 1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
From here it sounds as if tliere was heavy musketry firing on your

front. Is if so? Is it not probable that the movement of the enemy
toward his right this evening was in anticipation of a flank movement
by you ?

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant’ General.

City Point, Va., August 16^ 1864—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding^ &c.

:

Your dispatch of 7.45 just received. I would not move Warren until

we are assured of further movements of the enemy. I think the changes
reported by the signal ofiicer on the plank road either indicate an in-

tention to attack you or is in anticipation of a flank movement to our
left.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16

j
1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

There is no musketry firing on my front, except the usual picket-firing.

The movement of the enemy reported is, I think, undoubtedly a weaken-
ing of his extreme right, probably with a view of re-enforcing to the
north of the James. The question with me was wliether he had so

weakened himself as to render an attack by Warren likely to be fol-

lowed by any material advantages, because, so long as he holds his pres-

ent lines we cannot do anything to assist Warren’s movements. I am
waiting to have your views. Warren has been ordered to be ready to

move at 3 a. m., but the final order has not yet been sent. Just as I

had completed tbe foregoing, your dispatch of 10.15 arrived. I hardly
think the enemy will attack, but his movement is either to prepare for

a flank movement on my part as you surmise, or else it is to re-euforce

to the north of the James.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- Ge7ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 16^ 1864.
Major-General Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

General. The following deserters have just been forwarded: Two
from the Eighth Florida, came in at 0.30 p. ni. 15th instant; one from
the Tenth Florida, came in at 3 a. m. 16th instant : one from the Forty-
eighth Mississippi, came in at 6 p. m. 15th instant

;
one from the Sixty- first

Virginia, came in at 5.3>0 a. m. 10th instant. They are all from Mahone’s
division, of A. P. Hill’s corps, and represent AVeisiger’s, Harris’, and
Finegan’s brigades. They state that all of Mahone’s division is in our
front excepting two brigades, Wright’s and Perrin’s, which they tliiuk



Chap. LTV.] 213CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

moved to Drewry’s Bluff at 2 p. m. day before yesterday.- Cannot say
whether all of Heth’s division is in our front or not. llavis’ brigade,
of Heth’s division, was on the right of his (Heth’s) division yesterday.
The following telegram has been received from Colonel Sharpe:

City Point, August 16, 1864.

J. C. Babcock:
Our cavalry took prisoners this a, m. from Fitz Lee’s division; Chambliss killed;

liis body in our hands; light on Charles City road two miles of White’s Tavern.
Prisoners taken this a. m. by Tenth Corps report Wright’s brigade, of Mahone’s divis-

ion, and Lane’s brigade, of Wilcox’s division, on General Birney’s front; supposed
they came over last night. Negro refugee from Richmond says he worked there in a
shop where they w'ere making fans to ventilate mines; that fifteen were to be made,
and five were done when he left

;
that some days ago a gang of forty negroes were

sent from Richmond to work in mines at Petersburg.
SHARPE,

Colonel.

We believe the two brigades, Wright’s and Perrin’s, of Mahone’s
division, to have moved from the enemy’s extreme right day before yes-

terday at 2 p. m.; that Heth’s division and the two divisions of Beau-
regard remain here as usual.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. BABCOCK.

City Point, Aitgitst 16, 1864,

J. C. Babcock, Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

I refer to W. H. F. Lee’s division as having crossed to the north side

of the James—the one in which Chambliss, who was killed this morn-
ing, and Barringer, were brigade commanders.

SHABPE,
ColoneL

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe, City Point:

Deserters from three different brigades of Mahone’s division received
this a. m. report that Wright’s and Perrin’s brigades moved to Drew-
ry’s Bluff day before yesterday at 2 p. m. As ffir as they know Heth’s
division remained unchanged, though we only hear from Davis’ bri-

gade, which is on the right of the division.

J. C. BABCOCK.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 16, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: 1 have the honor to forward the following report just
received from the signal station near Fifth Corxis headquarters:

No movement. No working parties seen. Enemy bauling logs to front. All
quiet.

WARTS,
Lieutenant.

The other stations report no changes.
By order

:

I am, general, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STKYKER,

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 16, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I liave tlie honor to forward the following, just received
from the station near the jilank road

:

August 16—5 p. m.

Camps that were re-estahlished in woods west-northwest from this station again
broken nj) and force ajjparently moving to the left hut not appearing on line of
Weldon railroad. Troops in fortilications in our front also relieved and moving in

same direction.

FULTON,
Sergeant.

By order

:

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STBYKER,

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps.

. Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Augiist 16, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys;
'Chief of Staff:

General: The evening report from the station near the Gibbon
house has just been received and is respectfully forwarded:

August 16, 1864—6.30 p. m.

A train of hox-cars appeared to-day on the Petersburg and Richmond Railroad,
about one mile out of the city. Nothing unusual has been noticed in enemy’s lines

to-day. Work progressing all day on fort. The camp reported removed from that
locality has reappeared.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

By order

:

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKER,

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 16, 1864—7.20 p. m.

Maj. B. E. Fisher:
Camps broken up in woods in rear of front line, commencing from

Gregory’s house and extending left about a mile. The force in works
were relieved by an equally strong force. Don’t think front line weak-
ened. Enemy active hauling logs and improving works.

H. W. FULTOK,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Atigust 16, 1864—6.30 a. m. (Received 10.40.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General : General Miles has arrived at the Charles City road and
connected with Col. Irvin Gregg at the point wliere the Charles City

road crosses the ravine of Deep Creek. Colonel Gregg says there is
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but very little water in the ravine. Colonel Gregg is now moving for-

ward to attack the enemy^s cavalry, which can be seen on the other

side of the ravine. General Miles is also moving forward to assist in

the attack, with two regiments deployed as skirmishers; has the rest

of his command ready to go forward if required. I will write and let

you know the result as soon as possible. General Miles is on left bt

Charles City road, and Colonel Gregg on the right of it.

I am, general, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

W. G. MITCHELL,
Major and Aide-de-Camj).

Headquarters Second Corps,
' Beep Creel'^ August 16, 1864—7.15 a. m. (Keceived 8.15.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General : General Gregg’s cavalry and General Miles’ skirmishers
have crossed Deep Creek, driving the enemy before them in the direc-

tion of White’s Tavern, which is about two miles from this point.

General Gregg is here. He thinks we can go forward as far, probably,
as White’s Tavern. I will keep you informed of our progress. There
is no firing at this moment. The enemy appear to be falling back
rapidly and our troops are advancing.

I am, general, very resi^ectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,

Major and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Aug^ist 16, 1864.

General Grant :

A brigadier-general, supposed to be Brigadier-General Girardey, is

dead within our lines. So reports my chief of staff. Girardey com-
mands that brigade of General Wright’s, who is on leave.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864—8.15 a. m. (Keceived 0.15 a. m.)

Major-General HANC

o

ck

,

Commanding

:

General: Generals Gregg and Miles are advancing, with sharp
skirmishing. We are now about one mile from White’s Tavcwn, on
Charles City road. Have not met enemy’s infantry yet. We have
killed Brigadier-General Chambliss, of tlie rebel service. His body is

in our ])ossessio.n.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,

Alajor and Aide-de-Camp.

The prisoners are from W. H. F. Lee’s division.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—8.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

There is as yet nothing important to note. Generals Miles and
Gregg are advancing up the Charles City road. The enemy were driven
from behind Deep Creek and are falling back toward White’s Tavern.
I do not think I will push the reconnaissance much farther thanWhite’s
Tavern until I hear from General Birney, who has swung into the left

and is advancing toward the Central road. He reports a line of the
enemy’s works well tilled, and is moving to the right to see if he can
turn the flank. He will attack if there is a good opening. The
enemy’s lines along the heights behind Bailey’s Creek appear about as

yesterday.
WINF’H S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.
(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—9.10 a. on.

General Meade:
At 8 a. m. our troops on Charles City road were driving the enemy,

our advance being within one mile of White’s Tavern. Brigadier-Gen-
eral Chambliss was killed and his body fell into our hands. Our loss is

not considerable yet. Colonel Gregg is wounded, but not seriously.

WINF’H S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Aoigust 16, 1864.

General Grant :

One prisoner from Sanders’ brigade reports that the other brigades
of Mahone’s division were ready to come. General Gregg found a valu-

able map on General Chambliss’ body, which I will send you when it

comes. It is said to have the enemy’s line marked on it.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—9.80 a. on.

General Grant :

General Birney is still examining the enemy’s line Avith a view to

attack. He finds it protected by a difficult ravine, and is crossing the

ravine further to the right. The enemy’s line is apparently not con-

tinuous from the Central to the Charles City roads.

WINF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major-Geoieral.

(Copy to General Meade.)
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
A ugust 16^ 1864—9.30 a. m.

General Grant:
I omitted to state that the prisoners thus far taken on the Charles

City road are all cavalry of W. H. F. Lee’s division.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

City Point, August 16
^
1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Hancock :

Your dispatch received. At White’s Tavern you are in rear of the
enemy’s line or nearly so, and must cause a falling back on the whole
front from New Market on the left (our right). The trooiis not engaged
on our right should watch the enemy closely and be prepared to follow

up the moment the enemy give way, if they do give way. The people
at White’s Tavern are Union, and may be relied on if you or Birney
get an opportunity to question them in person.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- Ge^ieral.

City Point, August 16
j
1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Hancock:
I have directed General Butler to make a demonstration of an ad-

vance with his troops at Dutch Gap. You will perceive this threatens
their retreat on Chaffin’s Bluff, whilst your forces near White’s Tavern
threaten their retreat toward Eichmond.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864. (Eeceived 12.20 p. m.)

General Grant :

The provost-marshal at Deep Bottom says that an officer from the
enemy’s lines opposite communicated with him to exchange papers this

morning. He belonged to the Twenty-ninth Tennessee, and says that
the Seventeenth, of the same State, is with them. They belonged to
Longstreet’s corps, but I do not find them on the memorandum fur-

nished me of Field’s division. He says that the enemy are expecting
a fiag of truce to-day at Aiken’s Landing.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16., 1864. (Eeceived 12.20 p. m.)

General Grant:
Your dispatches have been received. General Birney is advancing

in three lines and will make a vigorous attack. If the enemy will make
a fight where Birney is I will put in my whole force. If they, however,
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are intrenched strongly I leave it to General Birney’s discretion to as-

sault or not. The enemy are strengtliening their left, apparently at the
expense of their right. General Birney Just sends in thirty-four prison-

ers from the following regiments: Thirty-seventh ^Morth Carolina,

Thirty-eighth North Carolina, Thirty-third North Carolina, Eighteenth
North Carolina, Second Georgia, Tenth Georgia, Sixty-fourth Georgia,
Twenty-second Georgia, and Forty-eighth Georgia. He has carried one
line and thinks he has their left. He will go forward again. Generals
Miles and Gregg report the enemy re-enforcing against them from the
direction of the Central road.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16y 1864—12.30 p. m.

General Grant:
Major-General Birney reports to me that he has captured the enemy’s

ravine line in his front. The enemy .are doubling on him, and I am
making an attack now on their right to seize the works which they hold
thinly. 1 think we will seize them. The infantry command from
Charles City has been ordered in on to General Birney’s right, or rather
to connect with it, leaving the cavalry to cover the Charles City road
and hold their position, if possible.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- Ge7ieral.

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Army op the Potomac,
August 16

j
1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Hancock :

The good “news from Birney just received. The Thirty-seventh,
Twenty-eighth, Thirty-third, and Eighteenth North Carolina all belong
to Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division. The Second, Twenty-second,
Forty-eighth, and Sixty-fourth Georgia belong to Wright’s brigade,
Mahone’s division. The Tenth Georgia belongs to Bryan’s brigade,
Kershaw’s division. Wright’s and Perrin’s brigades, of Mahone’s
division, undoubtedly left our front on Saturday, and are now in front
of you. It will ai^pear that you have parts of both Kershaw’s and
Wilcox’s divisions, both of whom were reported as having left for the
Valley. There is no change of any kind in the enemy opposite to us
beyond the withdrawal of Wright’s 'and Perrin’s brigades of Mahone’s.
Deserters in to-day report the other three brigades of Mahone, all of
Heth and Beauregard, as still here. There is some confusion about the
cavalry in your front. As I understand it, W. H. F. Lee is sometimes
called Fitz Lee, the other Lee is Fitzhugh Lee. I suppose the former
is in your front; the latter was at Beams’ Station yesterday.

GFO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August lO, 1864.

General Meade:
This division of cavalry is General W. H. F. Lee’s (Rooney Lee),

General Lee’s son, not Fitz Lee’s, who is the oldest division commander,
but the one who was in Fort La Fayette. They are both named Fitz

Lee, but one is known as Fitz Lee and the other as Rooney Lee among
their companions. This command left Reams’ Station day before

yesterday at 11 o’clock and arrived here yesterday morning. I have a
rebel color and some prisoners—10 officers and 153 men. A staff officer

of General Birney reports that he has taken three colors, but has only
got hold of one as yet. Colonel Dent will return with the prisoners
captured, except those taken by the cavalry, which have not yet come.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Grant.)

Headquarters* Second Army Corp^,
August 16, 1864.

General Grant:
Prisoners just taken report Lane’s and Wright’s brigades in front ot

General Birney, they having arriyed there last night.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864—1.30 p. m.

General Grant:
One brigade from which General Birney took prisoners arrived

here last night. An officer from General Field’s staff is taken and
says there are 15,000 men in my front. A prisoner says that General
Lee crossed over here from Petersburg to-day. The enemy are attack-
ing Birney’s right pretty strongly.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

P. S.—General Birney’s loss is considerable, and lie has captured
some more prisoners.

General Grant:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864.

I send four more officers and forty-nine men.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.
(Copy to General Meade.)
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16

j
1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General: The enemy’s infantry has attacked General Miles and
General Gregg forcibly. Our troops are retiring on the Charles City
road, the enemy pressing quite heavily. Generals Miles and Gregg
will hold the line of Deep Creek. The enemy attacked on Charles City
road. We are now about one mile from Deep Creek and retiring

toward that point. I believe the crossing of the road (Charles City) at

Deep Creek can easily be held by the troops of General Miles and Gen-
eral Gregg.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. G. MITCHELL,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864—3.30 p. m.

General Grant:
Our losses so far as I can ascertain are heavy. Four brigade com-

manders are reported killed or wounded. I have just returned from
General Birney. He has, I think, lost a part of the line he took from
the enemy, but he is intrenching the rest, and I have ordered him to

retake all of it. I think he is secure. I have forwarded additional

troops on his right and left. A considerable portion of Hill’s corps
is here—how much, I cannot say at this moment. General Birney
thinks all of it

;
but I could not to any of these statements advise

credence until I can substantiate them. We have been making a
formidable demonstration thus far. I have taken numbers of prisoners
from Sanders’ brigade, whose presence I reported this morning, and
Field’s division still remains here on our right, according to the state-

ment of prisoners well disposed to us, who were taken this morning. I

have made demonstrations (really attacks) on the enemy’s right, but
have always found the enemy’s iutrenchments well manned.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—4.15 p. m.

General Grant:
The force on the Charles City ro'ad has been pressed back to this

side of Deep Creek by a superior force of infantry
j
what comimand is

not known. Our troops behaved well, but were driven back by superior
numbers. General Gregg, is now on the north side of Dee]) Creek and
says he can hold his position. General Miles has returned to General
Birney’s right flank, and the infantry which attacked him on the
Charles City road has moved toward Fussell’s Mill, on the enemy’s
left. I have Eichmond papers of the 15th. 1 can telegraph you
some items if you have not seen them, though there is nothing impor-
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tant. Dates from Mobile and Atlanta of 13tli [say] two of our ships

reported inside the bar at Mobile. General Miles’ loss, say, 150 men of

1,400, and General Gregg quite a number.
WIND’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- Ge7ieral.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864. (Keceived 0 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Miles has returned to the right of General Birney, General
Gregg holding Deep Creek, a strong place on the Charles City road.

An attack on the enemy will be made at 5 o’clock on General Birney’s
front. Everything is calm here at present. I have on General Birney’s

line two brigades of the Second Corps on the right, and one engaged
with him, and one on his left; the remainder of the Second Corps on
the left. The fight has been to the right of Fussell’s mill-pond. The
enemy have lost heavily to-day, according to the reports of their prison-

ers and other indications. 1 have the map taken from General Chamb-
liss’ body, which is a very perfect map, embracing the complete fortifi-

cations of Eichmond and the surrounding country on both sides of the
river. Have not sent it in, as I have not had an opportunity since
receiving it.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Corps,
. August 16^ 1864—5.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Since General Miles was withdrawn the enemy have pressed General

Gregg pretty hard, and have forced him across Deep Creek, where he
now holds in the rifle-pits. The farthest point gained by our forces
was six to seven miles from Eichmond, within half a mile of White’s
Tavern, where the enemy’s infantry appeared in force.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

General Grant:.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864.

Tlie following dispatch is justrcceived from General Birney. 1 have
not received a full report from Colonel Smyth:

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—5.57 p. m.

Gonoral Hancock :

I advanced my skirmi«hers, and after a reconnaissance liave concluded not to at-
tack. The enemy have massed in my front, and in my o])inion, even after takin*^ the
works, my force could not do more. Colonel Smyth, Second Division, reports troops
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and artillery passing two hours to my front. I send another flag, captured this morn-
ing. Fonr more are reported. I have not seen them. I would like a statement of
previous flags turned over.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—7 p. m.

General Grant:
This evening General Mott, by making a strong demonstration on the

enemy’s right, brought oft* tlie gnn left by General Birney day before
yesterday, together Avith three loads of ammunition which have been
covered by the enemy since that time. The gnn was an 8-inch siege
howitzer, and the ammunition belongs to guns of that caliber.

WINFH S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Meade.)

City Point, August 16, 1864.

General Hancock :

I send for your information the following dispatch from General
Butler.*
The position secured by General Butler may turn the whole position

now held by the enemy. I will have it examined in the morning, and
if it does will transfer a portion of your command to it.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- Geiieral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864.

General Grant:
My casualties to-day in the entire command, including cavalry, at the

minimum, 1,500.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- Genera 1.

(Same to General Meade.)

General Hancock:

City Point, August 16, 1864.

(Eeceived 9.30 p. m.)

I have ordered to Strawberry Plains steamers ostensibly to bring
down the Second Corps. It is intended as a ruse to make the enemy
believe you are Avithdrawing, and to bring tliem out to attack you.

Send orders to the steamers to return here at 1 a. m. in the morning.
U. S. GRANT,
L ieu teu a u t- General.

See Butler to Graut, bcgiuuiug—As soon as aiTaugements, cAc., j). 232.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Aiujust lOy 1864. (Keceived

General Grant:
Your dispateli is received and the necessary steps will be taken to

carry out your views.
WINFH S. HANCOCK,

• Major-General.

Circular.] ‘ Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16

y
1864—10.50 a. m.

General Birney is making quite an attack
5
has captured some pris-

oners. The pickets should threaten an advance at all times. Troops
should be shown on the left. Any commander may take advantage at

once of any weakness in the enemy’s lines. General Gregg will imsh
the reconnaissance beyond White’s Tavern with his cavalry.

By command of Major-General Hancock:
FBANCIS A. WALKEli,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

(To Brigadier-Generals Barlow and Mott and Colonel Smyth, com-
manding divisions.)

Circular.] ' Headquarters Second Gorps,
August 16y 1864.

Tlie troops will be held ready to move at once—this not to interfere

vvith any previous instructions given in regard to feeling or trying the
enemy’s lines.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FBANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- Gefieral.

(To Generals Mott and Barlow and Colonel Smyth.)

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16y 1864—4.40 a. m.

Colonel Craig, commanding brigade of Second Corps, temporarily
attached to this command, will report immediately to Brig. Gen. A. H.
Terry, commanding First Division, Tenth Corps.
By order ot Major-General Birney

;

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Brigade,
Near White'^s TaverUy August \16\y 1864—11 a. m.

Col. C. H. Morgan,
Chief of Staffy

Second Corps

:

^ly advance is within less than a half mile from White’s Tavern.
AVe have driven them steadily thus far from Deep Bottom. We have
met strong force in front, also struck a line of* flankers marclung toward
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White’s Tavern from the direction of Fussell’s Mill. We hold the
ground gained and await orders. I do not consider it advisable to
advance farther up this road without connecting with the right of
General Birney, which I will endeavor to do and move forward if you
direct.

Very respectfully,

KELSON A. MILES,
^

Brigadier- (jeneral of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864.

General Miles:
The major-general commanding directs me to say that while General

Gregg remains in front with you you will obey any orders which he
may give. General Gregg has been directed not to giA^e up his recon-
naissance as long as he considers it safe. He has been advised, how-
ever, that if General Birney has heavy and continuous tiring you are -to

close m toward him.
[F. A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.]

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Col. T. A. Smyth,
Commanding Second Division:

Colonel: The major-general commanding is informed that just pre-

vious to 5 this p. m. you informed General Birney that the enemy had
been i)assing to his front with infantry and cavalry for two hours. The
major-general commanding desires to be informed exactly what report

was made and why it Avas not made to these headquarters.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864—11 a. m.

General Mott,
Commanding Third Division:

The major-general commanding directs that the regiment sent last

evening to hold the woods near the bridge-head be recalled and rejoin

your division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864—1.50 p. m.

General Mott:
The signal officer reports that the enemy are still passing troo])s

quietly aAvay along from your front, inid have taken uaa ay two guns out
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of three. You had better at ouce attack, or make a strong demonstra-
tion to that effect. If the enemy are vacating their lines attack them
and seize their works.

[F. A. WALKER,
AHsistciJit Adjutant- General.]

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 16

j
1864—3.15 p. m. (Received 3.30 p. m.)

Lieut. Col. F. A. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that I have made a demonstra-
tion and find the enemy have a strong skirmish line and the works
manned. The guns are still in jjosition. I have given orders for a
demonstration to be made on the ext^jeme left by a regiment.

Yery respectfully,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864. (Received 3.40 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Third JDivisiori:

General : General Hancock says your movements meet his wishes.

Respectfully,
C. H. MORGAN,

, Lieutenant- Colonel, &c.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 16, 1864,

Lieut. Col. F. A. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to state that I made a demonstration on
the left this evening and found the enemy with a strong skirmish line

and the works manned. During that time I had the 8-inch siege gun
brought away, and brought in three loads of ammuidtion belonging to

that siege gun.
Very respectfully,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 16, 1864.

The command will be under arms at 3 a. m. to-morrow. Brigade
commanders will see that camps are struck at that hour. The officer

commanding pickets will be notified to keep the pickets vigilant and all

be under arms at that time. An attack is expected.
By command of Brigadier-General Mott

:

JOHN HANCO(3K,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

15 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16

j
1861—11.15 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I am instructed to say that engineers are directed to go on with the
work on the intrenchmeuts, and that you will please furnish the details

required by them.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—8.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commandiijg directs that you be prepared to move
at 3 a. m. to-morrow. Instructions will be sent you during the night.

Major Duane has been ordered to return all working iiarties.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—9.^0 p. m.

Maiior-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you move to-morrow
morning at 3 o’clock by way of Strong’s house and the shortest road
thence to the Weldon railroad near the intersection of the Vaughan
road, and if the enemy hold their intrenchments weakly in that vicinity

eiuleavor to carry them and occupy the crest in rear of their first line

of works opposite the fronts held by the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps.
Information derived from General Hancock to-day shows two brigades
of Mahone’s division to the north of the James, and the signal officer

on the plank road observed this evening the troops in the trenches on
the enemy’s right toward the Weldon railroad vacating the works, and
those in our front in the vicinity of the plank road being relieved

and moving out. This indicates that but three divisions of the enemy
hold their intrenchments south of the Appomattox. General Kautz
will be ordered to concentrate his cavalry somewhere near the plank
road and prevent Fitzhugh Lee’s division of cavalry coming in on your
rear. Keep the commanding general advised of your progress and of
everything important.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

In sending you the instructions for to-morrow I have anticipated the
action of the commanding general. They are suspended until furtlier

notice.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Ko. 105. )

August IG^ 18GL

Division commanders and the commander of the Artillery Brigiide

will hold their commands in readiness to move at 3 a. m. to-morrow.
Further instructions will be sent. Division commanders will at once
recall their working parties.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16

j
1864—6.30 p. m. (Eeceived 7.15 p. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The signal officer on the plank road reports the enemy leaving Ids

intrenchments opposite to where he is. Do the reports from your front

confirm this: and, if so, to what extent?
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Einth Army Corps,
August 16^ 1864—8.20 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Have just returned from ray left. The report of the signal officer

reached my headquarters about the same time as a report from General
White to the same effect. While at General White’s headquarters
nothing further was reported.

JKO. G. PAEKE,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—8.40 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Your disT)atch of 8.20 p. m. received. Is the report of General White
founded uiion the observation of his pickets or officers?

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have tlie honor to report the enemy quiet on my front to-day. The
report of picket-firing on Second Division front made this morning was
an error. Some damage was done our works by the rain, which is

being repaired. The detailed report mentioned in a i)revious dis])atch
to Major-General Uuiiq)hreys will be forwardcMl as soon as ixthmvcmI.

JInO. G. ILVEKF,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—11.20 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

The movement reported this evening by the officer of the day of the
right brigade of White’s division was discovered by one of his vedettes
in the center of his picket-line. The officer then took position and dis-

covered a column moving behind a heavy work due west of Fort
Tilton and pro(‘neding parallel to their line until they passed into

the woods. Judging from the intervals between the horsemen there
were five regiments. After these regiments had disappeared in the
Avoods he saw about a regiment move into the rifle-pits to south of the
heavy work before mentioned, and an increase of the picket-line in his

front of about fifty men,
JNO. G. PAKKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864.

General Greoo :

In order to prevent the enemy’s recapturing General Chambliss’ body
as a trophy in any of the subsequent operations of the day, the major-
general commanding thinks you had better send it back in an ambu-
lance. I think if General Chambliss is buried here it might be done
on the New Market road, say by the Potteries, putting up a head-board
by which the grave could be recognized. General Hancock is sorry to

hear of Colonel Gregg’s wound, and is glad to hear that you are doing
so well.

FKANCIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 16, 1864—11 a. m.

General Gregg :

The major-general commanding desires that you will continue to push
your reconnaissance as far as you consider it practicable and safe. It

Avill create a diversion certainly, and will compel them to vacate their

position here if they do not feel strong.
FEANCIS A. WALKEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—12 m.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding:

Yours received. * We are going ahead.
Yours, &c.,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

The enemy ha\^e some artillery in position near White’s Tav^ern, but
I think the moAXineiit Ave are noAv making Avill compel the falling back
of their force.

1). AlcM. GEEGG,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.
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General Greco :

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864—12.20 p. m.

General Hancock wishes, if it can be done properly, that General
Miles now come in and protect the roads leading into General Birney’s
right and rear, while yon hold strongly to the front. General Birney
reports that he has carried the enemy’s main line on his front, and
wishes this protection to his right. The general commanding considers

yonr reconnaissance complete if you can hold on where you are.

Your obedient servant,
FBAISrOIS A. WALKEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864—2 p. m.

General Gregc:
General Birney has captured 200 or 300 prisoners and 3 battle-flags.

One general officer, supposed to be Girardey, is dead within our lines.

Eelease Miles as soon as you can, and send him straight toward Gen-
eral Birney, holding pretty strong toyour front. Since writing the above,
your dispatch by Captain Brownson was received. If Miles becomes
heavily engaged, of course his return is out of question until a proper-

time. A brigade of Colonel Broady has just gone on General Birney’s
light. You should see, by cavalry vedettes, that the road is open
before Deep Creek and Birney always.

FEANCIS A. WALKEE.

Headquarters Second Army^ Corps,
Atigust 16, 1864.

General Gregg :

The major-general commanding' directs me to say that unless you are
very seriously engaged you must send General Miles toward General
Birney by the shortest route, and dispute the Charles City road with
your cavalry. General Birney is pretty heavily pressed on his right
and left.

[FEANCIS a. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.]

Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—3.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Seeond Army Corps:

(JOLONEL: General Miles has gone to Birney’s right and I am hold-
ing the north side of Deep Creek. Our last advance was met by a
superior force of infantry, which moved up from the direction of Fus-
sell’s Mill; the force is now retiring to my left and in the direction of
the mill. The firing in my front has ceased. I send to General Han-
cock the map which I found on General Chambliss’ body. Please return
it when the general is through with it.

Yours, respectfully,

1). McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Conidg. /Second Division.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
Au(just 16, 1861—1.15 p. m.

General Greog:
If you stay at Ueej) Creek to-iiiglit you can have your suhsistence

brought forward to that ])oii)t. The maior-geiieral commanding desires

that you will hold Deep Creek, if possible.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEANCIS A. YA4.LKEE,

- Assistant Adjutant- OeneruL

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
Atigust 16, 1861—1.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General : The enemy in large force (infantry and cavalry) attacked
my brigade north of Deep Eun, and after a sharp fight compelled it to

retire across Deep Eun with considerable loss. It was unfortunate
that General Miles left me. The enemy are occupying the works north
of Deep Eun. In front the enemy are quiet, and I cannot discover any
of their movements toward my right or left.

Very respectfully,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Com7nanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1861—5 p. m.

General Gregg:
General Miles has connected with General Birney^s right. General

Birney is going to attack again about this time. You and General
Miles should connect your x)icket-line along that road, and General
Miles has been so instructed. Hold on strongly where you are and see

that my right flank is x>rotected by skirmishers, or let me know to the
contrary. If you require assistance let me know. At the same time, I

expect a heavy fight here before night. I would not have called Miles
away from you but for the frequent calls of General Birney. AVe have
captured four stand of colors and several hundred prisoners from the
enemy. Their loss has been heavy and ours has not been light. AYe
have had four brigadecommanders disabled to- day. Oneof theirbrigade
commanders is dead in our lines ui) here. If everything is quiet after

dark can’t you coiike up to see me?
AVINE’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General, Commanding.

CiTA" Point, Ya., August 16, 1861.

Alajor-General Butler,
Commanding, &c.

:

Have any men been taken from AYilcox’s division within three days?
If not, have you any information fixing his i^resence here within this

line?

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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IlDQRS. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 16, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant, Commanding, cTc. .*

Wilcoxes division is all here. Lane and McGowan are on north side of
the Janies, where they have been for some weeks, Thomas and Scales

are on the right of Pickett’s division in our front here, where they also

have been for some six weeks or more. I had not heard from them for

a day or two, but to-night have had a man from McGowan and have
heard direct from Thomas and Scales.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, Va., Augiist 16, 1864.

Major-General Butler, Commanding, &e.

:

Our troops are now near White’s Tavern. You will x)erceive from the
maps this is between the enemy at New Market and Pichmond. They
will, however, have the road clear to Chaffin’s farm. If 1,000 of your
men at Dutch Gaj) could be put under arms and threaten an advance,
it might have the effect of starting the enemy on the retreat. In mak-
ing such demonstration troops would have to start heading down the
river, to avoid the batteries near Cox’s house.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 16, 1864—11.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant, City Point:

Your dispatch received. I have directed the available force, which
will amount to about 1,200 men, at Dutch Gap to make the demonstration
you suggest. We shall move in that direction with considerable vigor.

Tlie only doubt I have is whether the enemy’s iron-clads maybe able to

sweep the plain in front of Dutch Gap. I have ordered Colonel Wooster
commanding at Deep Bottom, also to make an advance up the Kings-
land road toward its junction with Three-Mile Creek as a feint at the
time we open at Dutch Gap.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding

o

Hatcher’s, August 16, 1864—6 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General: We are advancing from Dutch Ga^i.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 16, 1864.

Major-General Butler, Commanding, &e.

:

It is now getting so late, and the troops under Hancock being at a
stand still, it will be necessary for you to use caution about advancing.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Meld, Atigust 16, 1864o

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding, &e.

:

AvS poon as arrangements could i)ossibly be made to get the men
rested from tbeir work, at 5 o’clock I sent on board the steamer Mount
Washington, kindly loaned me by the navy, 950 of the workiug party
at Dutch Gax), and landed about three-fourths of a mile below, at Aiken’s,

by which I was enabled to turn the enemy’s battery at H. Cox’s, and
undercover of the gun-boats, which you heard. Major Ludlow advanced,
turning the enemy’s line, capturing it after a smart skirmish in which
we lost one man killed, and we now occupy the work on the brow of the
hill wliich you saw. It is a very strong line for the enemy. Our line

of pickets extend from Cox’s house at the turn of the river above
Dutch Gap to the northeast and about half a mile toward Three-Jilile

Creek. We have not men enough to occupy all the works. The right

has. been occupied by rifle-pits and one piece of artillery, the line extend-
ing to Three-Mile Creek, but there is nothing now between us and
Three-Mile Creek. Major Ludlow thinks this position a very strong-

one, if occupied by the rebels, to oppose any advance on our part. I

have directed it to be held to-night. If you propose tc go up to Deep
Bottom to-morrow you can easily examine it yourself, or one of the
engineers n»ay be sent up to examine it. We have captured a prisoner
there, and he says he is from one of Beauregard’s brigades (Johnson’s
old). I have a report from Colonel Wooster, commanding at Deep Bot-
tom, that he advanced a strong skirmish line until his entire line passed
Kingsland road, his right resting on Four-Mile Creek and advancing
beyond it as far as W. H. Ammons’, beyond the New Market road, and
his left beyond Euffin’s house. He developed only a strong skirmish
line and two or three companies of infantry. He captured a prisoner
of the Third North Carolina, which regiment belonged to Johnson’s
division and Steuart’s brigade, which was suxiposed to have been caii-

tured with its general. I have also another xnAsoner who claims to

belong to the Tenth Virginia of the same brigade, who says his bri-

gade is out there and has been encamped there for some time. At 9
o’clock Colonel Wooster retired to his original x)osition. With refer-

ence to this xHusoner I have never, from all the jirisoners or deserters,

heard of this brigade on this line before and know not where they came
from. Colonel Wooster had no killed and none seriously wounded. It

would seem that there is no difficulty in advancing any body of troops
in that direction. Our movement has certainly been successful as a
reconnaissance, if nothing more.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- Gemeral.

City Point, Va., August 16, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, Ac.

:

If you have men to S])are to hold the iiosition secured by Major Lud-
low until I can get U]) there 1 will liave the ground examined, and if it

'

is ])racticable to get through, will transfer^ a ])ortion of tlie force with
General Hancock.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutetiaut- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and N'orth Carolina,
In the Field., August 16., 1864.

Major Ludlow,
Aide-de-Camj), tfcc. ;

I inclose to you a telegram from Lieutenant-General Grant.* The
troops ofHancockand Birney are near White’s Tavern, on the Charles City
road, extending across the Central and New Market roads. That, you
will see, brings the enemy at Dutch Gai>-in your front directly between
our troops and you. I wish you would get all the men you can spare
under arms and advance upon them and try them, of course deploying
your force a little to the right from the gai), in order to avoid the bat-

tery at Cox’s house, if it still remains there. I trust by this time you
have got your gun mounted and unmasked, so that you can bear upon
that battery. At the time you advance, which should be done with a
good deal of celerity and determination with a strong line of skirmish-

ers to surprise the enemy, let your 100-pounder open upon that battery
as well as you can. At the opening of your artillery I will direct Col-

onel Wooster to advance a strong skirmish-line at Deep Bottom up
toward the junction of Three-Mile Creek with the Kingsland road. I

will endeavor to be over at the gap by the time your dispositions are
made, but do not wait for me. It is of imiiortance that you should
endeavor to silence the artillery. Please try to observe where the
enemy’s gun-boats are, that you may not be interfered with in attempt-
ing to cross the plain between your works and the enemy. Form your
line of battle in the gap out of sight of the enemy as much as possible
and deploy with rapidity. How are you su])plied with ammunition?

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Comniandmg.

Headquarters,
August 16

j
1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Howard,
Chief Quartermaster^ Bermuda:

You will select two of the most worthless canal barges we have, if

two have not already been selected, for the purpose of being sunk in

the James, of course taking off all tackle and everything which is use-
less when sunk, and report them as early as possible to the naval ves-
sel, the Miami, off' City Point. Report to me when this order is exe-
cuted.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

Bermuda, August 16, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

General: I have the honor to report that the barges Mary Moyer
and Agnes Gibson have been i)rocured at City Point, where some delay
was experienced.

JOHN B. HOWARD,
Lieiiteiumt- Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

" See p. 2.SL
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Hdqks. IJept. of Viroinia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 16, 1864—7.60 a. m.
Lieutenaiit-Colouel Kensel,

Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The signal officer on the Spring Hill Station reports at

7 a. in. that since 8.30 last night two trains passed toward Eichmond
and one toward Petersburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Hept. of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

Atigust 16
j
1864—8.10 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 8 a. in. that
eight cars loaded with troops just passed the Junction toward Peters-

burg.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer^ Dept, of Va. and N. C.

Spring Hill, August 16, 1864.

Captain Norton:
Three pieces of artillery moving from railroad station east, across

open space to the enemy’s line of works, nearly opposite my station.

SIMONS,
Lieuteiiant, Signal Officer.

Special Orders ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. C.,

No. 224. ) In the Field, Va., August 16, 1864.
# # # * ' * #

XT. The One hundred and fifty-fifth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers,
National Guard, now at Norfolk, will be relieved from duty there and
ordered to Ohio for muster out. Quartermasters department will fur-

nish transportation.
By command of Major-General Butler:

E. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fort Monroe, August 16, 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot :

Your telegram of the 14th received this morning. Will send you
240 24-poun(ler shell to-morrow. I have telegraphed to Washington
requesting that sui)plies of these shells be hurried forward as fast as
possible.

T. EDSON,
Captain of Ordnance.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
jUigust 16, 1864—9.80 a. m. (Eeceived 1).45 a. in.)

Major-General Hancock:
General Terry reports that General Foster’s line of skirmishers is

Avithin 200 yards of the enemy’s skirmish line. Foster will commence
driving them within the next five minutes. Prisoners just brought in

report that Wright’s and Lane’s brigades are directly in Foster’s front,

having arrived last night.
• D. B. BIRNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864,

Major-General Hancock:
I send you herewith two prisoners cai^tured by General Terrv.

D. B. BIRNEY,
• Major- General.

General Birney:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Jlugiist 16, 1864—2.25 ]). m.

I send you another brigade under General Barlow to your right,

wliere I suiiposed that Colonel Broady’s brigade was to be sent, and 1

Imve ordered Miles’ to be sent in to you as soon as possible. How soon
he may come I cannot tell at this distance. I am told you have also

already got a brigade of Colonel Smytli’s division. We have plenty of
troo})s, and if the commanders will hold until re-enforced, there can be
no diliiculty.

WmF’H S. HANCOCK,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
August 16, 1864—4 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
1 i)ropose to attack again at 5 o’clock. General Miles has formed on

my right fiank, covering the road leading to my rear. The enemy
seem to be in strength. I have reversed their first line.

1). B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864-^5.57 p. m.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Forces:

General : I advanced my skirmishers and after a reconnaissance
concluded not to attack. The enemy have massed in my front and, in

my opinion, even after taking the works, my force could not do more,
(’olonel Smyth, Second Division, reports troops and artillery passing
two hours to my front. I send another flag captured this morningj
four more are reported; I have not seen them. I would like a state-
ment of prisoners and of flags turned over.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 16, 1864—8 p. m.

Major-Creiieral Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

General : The major-general commanding desires to be informed
whether Colonel Craig’s brigade, of the Third Division, Second Corps,
was engaged in the assault this p. m.*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANCIS A. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864.

The following movements of the troops will be made: The picket-

line will advance, driving the enemy’s skirmishers back, and General
Terry will try to turn the enemy’s left, attacking Avith his entire divis-

ion if necessary. Colonel Craig, commanding brigade. Second Corps,
will report for orders to General Terry, and the forces under Brigadier-

General Birney will be held in readiness to support General Terry as

he vacates the high ground, and also to hold it and support the bat-

teries.

By order of General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry :

Please report progress and explain the cause of the delay in execut-

ing the movement.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

The major-general commanding is aware that there is a continuous
line of works covering Richmond, but thinks it probable they are not
strongly manned. It is of the greatest importance to ascertain how
this is. The Second Corps is awaiting your attack to attack also.

Respectfully,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- Genera 1.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16, 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry :

The major-general commanding directs me to say that your report of

progress is satisfactory. He desires you to push your movement with
alacrity and to use your entire division if, in your opinion, advisable.

* For answer, see S.‘15 p. ni., l^irt I, j). 678.
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Gibbon’s division, Second Corps, has reported to me and can occupy
tbe position yon have held, and the force under Brigadier-General
Birney is ready for your support if needed.

Eespectfully,
EG. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864.

Brigadier-General Terry :

The major-general commanding directs that such of your troops as

have become disorganized and are not in line take the intrenching tools

and throw up rifle-pits here on the crest.

Eespectfully,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assista^it Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16., 1864—2.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Terry :

Nearly all the troops have now been sent in that can be spared. The
major-general commanding directs me to say that he depends on you
to see to it that they are not piled up but well developed, especially to

the right and connecting with the mill-pond on the left. Hse abatis
and every available obstruction in your front—rails, logs, and barri-

cades. Get the troops ready to make an assault
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 16j 1864—6.30 p. m.

[Brigadier-General Terry:]
General : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to

inform you that there will be no attack to-night. You will, as soon as
you can without confusion, assemble the different parts of your command
under their proper commanders, bringing the parts of brigades now
separate together.

Eesi)ectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
Deex) Run, August 16, 1864.

Brigadier-General Turner :

Terry assaulted at 9 a. m., supported by Birney. Carried the
enemy’s works handsomely, and afterward got out of ammunition and
had to leave the main line with heavy loss. Osborn slightly wounded.
Plimpton and Walrath killed,* with many others.

Yours, &c.,

ED. W. SMITH.

Walrath was wouikUmI, not killed.
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Headquarters,
August 10\ 1864—12.05 p. m.

Brigadier-General Turner,
Commanding Line of Defenses

:

This afternoon we propose to ,make a liftle movement from Deep
Bottom and Dutch Gap, so that when you hear the row you will know
what it all means. Will you please see that the batteries at the Cur-
tis house and at Crow’s ]Nest be ready to open on the iron-dads if they
open

5
on the Hewlett house if it opens, together with the Water Battery,

to bear on the Hpwlett house, or, if possible, on the iron-dads. I will

be along by your headquarters as soon as I can, and perhaps get you
to go over to Deep Bottom, after the proper dispositions are made on
this side. I have ordered the Deep Bottom dispatch to be taken off for

you.
BENJ. E. BUTLEB.

Major- General^ Commanding.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 16, 1864.

Brigadier-General Turner :

Give Major Ludlow a regiment, which he will ask for, to hold his

ground. A force will be transferred there from Hancock’s to-morrow,
if practicable.

B. E. BUTLER,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, August 16, 1864.

Colonel Curtis,
Commanding Brigade:

Colonel : I am instructed by the brigadier-general to inform you
that a movement will be made this afternoon from Deep Bottom and
Dutch Gap. The Water Battery, battery at Curtis’ house, and battery
at Crow’s Nest, have been directed to open upon the enemy’s iron-dads
should they make their appearance and open upon our troops, or uiion
the Hewlett house battery if it opens upon our troops.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Captain, Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Headquarters,
August 16, 1864—12.05 p. m.

Colonel Wooster,
Commanding at Deep Bottom :

Prepare a strong skirmish line of your troops, supported by a line of
battle, and make an advance upon tlie enemy witli considerable deter-

mination, at least enough to make them develop their forces when you
hear the opening of heavy guns at Dutch Gap. That opening will be
with a 100-pounder ride, and perhaps some light artillery. Press back
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the enemy as far as you can do with safety, moving up toward the Kings-
land road at the junction of Three-Mile Creek, toward Euffiifs house.

Eeply by telegraph Jiow soon you can be ready. Perhaps you can use
your own artillery. You will ascertain, of course, as near as you can
where the left of Hancock’s line rests, so as not to advance too far,

leaving your right flank exposed. Your left will be protected by the
creek. The troops at Dutch Gap will be out three miles away from
your left before they advance. As they advance you will be approach-
ing. See to it that there is no collision on your left.

BEINJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Comynanding.

Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864—12.45 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
I can be ready at 2 p. m. with but a small force. Taking everything

from my fortifications 1 have less than 700 men, except those on the
picket-line. Shall I use my light battery? I am entirely unacquainted
with the country and the creeks.

WM. B. WOOSTEE,
Colonel Twenty-ninth Connecticut,

Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864—1.05 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
My whole force is not sufficient to form a skirmish line on my present

front as I picket. I could nave nothing to form a line of battle with.
Shall I make the attempt to press beyond my present picket-line with
this insufficient force?

WM. B. WOOSTEE,
Colonel, Conimandmg.

I
IiKlorsemeiit.]

I telegraphed you [General Butler] at 2.30 the substance of within.
GEO. A. KENTSEL.

Have telegraphed Colonel Wooster to obey your orders and tiiat I

have sent these dispatches to you.
K.

Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864—10 p. m.
Major-General Butler :

As your guns opened this afternoon I advanced my lines, swinging
around my right until my entire line passed the Kingsland road. My
right rested upon a ravine, the extension of Four-Mile Eun. I con-
tinued to press my right into the woods until it became so dark I could
no longer continue my skirmish line. My advance developed only a
strong picket-line. On the right of the Euffin house the enemy was in

small rifle-pits, and staid until I took them by a charge. I could
neither hear nor see anything of Hancock’s lines. The length of my
lines by this advance became so great that in order to concentrate m^^
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force I was obliged to fall back to my original lines, which I did at 9 p.

m. The leogth of time consumed in the advance of my right gave
ample time for the concentration of force, if they had any. I have one
prisoner only reported to me, who states he is from the Twenty-fifth
Virginia Battalion, and he states part of the picket was from the Third
iN'orth Carolina. My cavalry advanced on my left to some 200 yards
beyond the Ammons house, and report rebel infantry force in the woods
near that point, but I should suppose not to exceed two or three com-
panies. They advanced in a line nearly perpendicular to my line of

ved ettes, fired rapidly in skirmish five to ten minutes, then fired a volley

and retired. As they retired my left vedette fired at the left of this

force. At what they were firing my vedettes could not state. I have
some wounded, but I believe none killed.

WM. B. WOOSTER,
Colonel Ticenty-ninth Connecticut.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 16

j
1864..

General Humphreys :

Am I expected to resume w ork on the redoubts in my front ?

E. O. C. ORD,
Akijor- General.

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
August 16^ 1864—3 xj. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

If you have men that you can put to work upon the redoubts the
commanding general thinks the work should be resumed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Arma^ Corps,
In the Fields Uu., August 16, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding First Division.^ Eighteenth Army Corps

:

General : I am instructed by Major-General Ord to direct you to

take measures to have the trenches in your front properly drained, and
every necessary precaution taken to guard against their being filled

with water in the future. YMu will also repair at once all damages
which the parapets have sustained by reason of the rain. If pails are
needed for bailing the trenches, or tools are needed, they can be had on
ai)plication to these headquarters. As there are 2,000 picks and spades
reported as being in the trenches, it is presumed they are not needed.

1 am, general, very respectfullv, yours,
THEODORE READ,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

(ISame to Brig. Gens. A. Anu‘,siind (\ »I. Paine.)
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HEA.DQUARTERS ArMY OF THE POTOMAC,
August 16, 1864—12.30 j). m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

General : One of your men, who was captured on picket near Mount
Sinai or Mount Zion Church, on last Thursday night, states that he
learned that a large number of the enemy's scouts and men were prowl-

ing about the rear of the army and among the camps of the trains,

picking up information, stealing horses, &c.; the man’s name is Wil-

cox, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry. He is on his way to your com-
mand. The commanding general desires that you send small patrolling

parties to look after these men. General Patrick has been directed

to send patrols for the same purpose.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 16, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Ariny of the Potomac:

General: Your instructions concerning guerrillas and scouts, as
reported by Private Wilcox, has been received. I would, however,
respectfully suggest that the picket-line is so thin now that to detach
men to look among the trains in rear would increase the facilities for

the enemy to get through the picket-line. Private Wilcox is known
here as a very unreliable man, subject to intoxication. The fact, how-
ever, that there are numerous scouts and guerrillas of the enemy in

rear of the army has been repeatedly reported through General Gregg.
Whether any succeeded in getting through the line has not been dis-

covered, but it would seem the best place to catch such parties, if I had
any men to spare, to dispose them on the line and get them either going
out or coming in. Numbers of captures are made every day and the
prisoners sent in to the provost-marshal. Quite a number are caught
going out. They are always in our uniform, and represent themselves
as belonging to some regiment of our army, but may in reality belong
to the enemy, which the provost-marshal alone can determine. No
force of the enemy is reported along the line, but the usual amount of
attacks on the pickets by scouts and bushwhackers took ]dace last

night. Two men were wounded last night, one of the First District of
Columbia Cavalry, near Lee’s Mill, and one of the Eleventh Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, near Sycamore Church. These attacks are made by one
or two men on individual pickets usually, and patrols and parties from
the picket-line are constantly in pursuit of these characters. It would
seem advisable, in order to secure any that may get within our lines,

to instruct all wagon-masters and other persons in charge of working
parties, camps, &c., to arrest all parties hovering about them who do not
belong to them, in order to be sent to the provost-marshal to be identified.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier-Gen era I, Commanding.
If) R R—VOL XLIl, FT II
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—4 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commandmg Cavalry Division:

I have your dispatch of 1.30 p. m. General Patrick’s men will look
after the trains and their vicinity. It was expected that small patrols

from your command would look after such parties as those referred to

inside of the lines of your chief patrols, as the lines of such patrols

would probably be known to the enemy’s scouts, as well as the hours
when patrolled, unless both are constantly varied, which, I take it, can-

not occur with the lin es of patrol. It was for the reason that there
was no picket-line in rear of the army (unless you have established one
within a few days) that these small patrols were suggested. The cav-
alry pickets ceased near the plank road, about Alley’s, and patrols only
were used from there across to Mount Zion Church, and thence over
portions of the ground between that and the James. Let me know
what part of the line in rear of the army is picketed by you, and what
part is patrolled, as I am not certain that I understand fully the mean-
ing of your dispatch in that respect.

A. A. HUMPIIPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 16, 1864—5.30 ]). m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : Your dispatch of 4.30 p. m. has been received. There is

a continuous picket- line from the left of the army to Cocke’s Mill, pass-
ing from Doctor Gurley’s, near Alley’s house, on the plank road,

across to Brown’s, and by the road by Davenport Church, cross-

ing the Norfolk railroad near Baxter’s Mill and on to Mount Sinai
Church

;
thence across beyond Eollins’ house and on to Cocke’s Mill,

where the pickets cease. There is no patrolling, except to suspected
points and pursuits after enemy’s scouts as circumstances require. No
force can get through this line without our knowledge, but scouts and
bushwhackers are constantly trying to capture pickets during the night
by crawling upon them unawares. Private Wilcox has not made Ids

appearance here. I forgot to mention that his name does not appear
among the losses reported, and it is doubted whether he has ever been
captured.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,

Briga dier- Genera I, Comman ding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 16, 1864—9.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

Major-General Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, is directed to move
at 3 o’clock to-morrow morning, by way of the Strong house and the

shortest road thence to the Weldon railroad, in the vicinity of its inter-
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section by the Yaughan road, and if he finds the enemy holding their

intrenchments weakly there endeavor to carry them. The major-general

commanding directs that you draw in your pickets, excepting those

west ofthe plank road, and concentrate your division at a suitable point

near the plank road, or between it and the Norfolk road, and prevent
the enemy’s cavalry coming in on the rear of General Warren from the

direction of Eeams’ Station. A force of 100 or 200 men may be left

near Cocke’s Mill or Sycamore Church.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Batchelder’s Creek, August 16^ 1864.

Captain Parkinson,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

It is impossible to have the necessary scouting done on this front so

long as the Red House posts have to be furnished from this camp. The
enemy’s scouts of late have been very bold, and unless they are kept at

bay they will constantly annoy the picket-line. Two large infantry

companies will picket the Red House front.

G. H. HITCHCOCK,
Lieutenant- Co lonelj Commanding.

(Duplicate to General Palmer.)

Washington, August 17
y
1864—10.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have seen your dispatch,* expressing your unwillingness to break
your hold where you are. Neither am I willing. Hold on with a bull-

dog grip, and chew and choke as much as possible.

A. LINCOLN.

City Point, Va., August 17y 1864—9 p. m.
(Received 8 p. m. 18th.)

A. Lincoln,
President of the United States

:

[ have thought on your dispatcht relative to an arrangement between
General Lee and myself for the suppression of incendiarism by the re-

s))ective armies. Experience has taught us that agreements made with
rebels are binding upon us, but are not observed by them longer than
suits their convenience. On the whole, I think the best that can be done
is to publish a prohibitory order against burning private property, ex-

cept where it is a military necessity or in retaliation for like acts by the
enemy. Where burning is done in retaliation it must be done by order
of a de])artnient or army commander, and the order for such burning to

set forth the particular act it is in retaliation for. Such an order could
be published and would come to the knowledge of the rebel army. I

think this course would be much better than any agreement with Gen-
eral Lee. I could ])ublish the order, or it could be published by you.
This is respectfully submitted for your consideration, and I will then act
as you deem best.

U. S. GRxVNT,
Lieutenant- General.

See August 15, p. 11)8. 1 8oe August 14, j). 167.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17^ 1864—9 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

All quiet on tlie lines during the night. Some little picket-firing

and mortar practice. I forward dispatch from signal officer, indicating
a return of part of the enemy’s troops that were seen to move yesterday
p. m.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff: ,

General : The following dispatch from the idank road signal station

is respectfully forwarded

:

Cam])S reported broken up in last evening’s report reoccupied during the night, but
with less force, I think, than occupied them yesterday. No other change observed.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. E. EISHEB,

Captain and Signal Offieer.

City Point, Va., August 17, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, iCc. ;

General; The report of prisoners captured north of the James
indicates that all the cavalry, or nearly so, south of Petersburg has
been withdrawn, and also three brigades of infantry have been sent
north of the river. There may have been a further reduction of the
infantry force, but there is no evidence to show it. Under these circum-
stances no decisive result could be expected from moving a single

corps by our leftj but they^ might get to the Weldon road and, with
the aid of a little cavalry, cut and destroy a few miles of it. You may,
therefore, start Warren in the morning. I do not want him to fight

any unequal battles nor tp assault fortifications. His movements
should be more a reconnaissance in force, with instructions to take
advantage of any weakness of the enemy he may discover. The Ninth
and Eighteenth Corps form so thin a line on their present front that no
assistance can be expected from them further than the number of the
enemy they detain by their presence. Three or four days’ rations will

be sufficient for General Warren to carry with him. If he cannot
strike the road near the enemy’s line inclosing Petersburg he can strike

or feel farther south. If he finds the enemy extending along the rail-

road, showing front whenever he does, let him remain, holding them
there and sending back for further supplies. I want, if possible, to

make such demonstrations as will force Lee to withdraw a portion of
his troops from the Valley, so that Sheridan can strike a blow against
the balance.

Yours, &c.,

L. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864—

2

_p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, Commanding^ &c.

:

General : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication
of this date, per Captain Dunn, aide-de-camp. The necessary instruc-

tions will be given to Major-General Warren, who Avill move at 4 a. m. to-

morrow. General Kautz will be directed to place two regiments of cav-

alry (one-halfhis force) under GeneralWarren’s orders. GeneralWarren
will be directed to strike the railroad near the enemy’s works, but out of

range of them. I anticipate no difficulty in General Warren making
a lodgment on the railroad, but I think the enemy will send out all his

available reserves to endeavor to check the work of destruction. It is

not believed he can spare a force sufficient to seriously embarrass General
Warren, though he maybe able to interrupt his work of destroying the
road by keeping him on the alert by his threats. General Warren will

be directed to destroy as much of the road as possible, working south,

and cautiously to work till recalled, or forced away by the enemy’s
oi)erations.

Respectfully, yours, &c.,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 17, 1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Meade, Commanding., &c.

:

Mahone’s division and Bushrod Johnson’s old brigade are now
north of the James. This leaves the force at Petersburg reduced to

what it was when the mine Avas sprung. Warren may find an oppor-
tunity to do more than I had expected.

H. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The information contained in your telegram of 10 p. m. has been sent
to General Warren, and he has been directed to strike the railroad
close to the enemy’s works, to extend and reconnoiter to the left, and,
if he finds any weak point, to attack.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 17, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General : A dispatch just received from Colonel Sharpe (at City
Point), of which the following is a copy, is respectfully submitted for
the information of the commanding general, viz:

We received here last evening from Ceneral Birney 267 prisoners of war, in whicli
there are sixteen officers included, tahen Aa;sterday a. in. They ani from AVright’s
and Perrin’s brigades, of Anderson’s division, and Lane’s and Conner’s brigades, of
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Wilcox’s division. The first two named brigades crossed the James River on Sunday
night, and prisoners think that Finegan’s brigade also crossed then. The whole of
Field’s division is in front of our lines near Deep Bottom. I can’t hear of the other
brigades of Wilcox’s division. General Girardey, temporarily commanding Wright’s
brigade, was killed yesterday a. m. I can’t hnd that any of Heth’s division has gone
to the north of James, but there is some evidence to show that the Tennessee brigade
of Bnshrod Johnson has done so. There are prisoners from both brigades of W. H.
F. Lee’s cavalry division, and they all think that all the cavalry has been with-
drawn from our extreme left near the Weldon railroad. They agree that the other
cavalry divisions are gone to Early, and are confident that all the cavalry about here
is on the north side of the James. I cannot, however, account for the late GeneraJ
Walker’s (South Carolina) brigade of cavalry.

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain^ &c.

City Point, August 17^ ISGd.

Captain McEntee,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

Prisoners received by General Butler to-day exactly confirm wliat I

sent you this morning. Their information also shows Malione’s old bri-

gade to be on the north side of the James, and Thomas’ and Scales’

brigades to be on General Butler’s front, on the south side. Have you
nothing to-day?

SHARPE,
Colonel.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864.

Col. G. H. Sharpe,
City Point, Va.:

Have had nothing in to-day. Deserters who came in since Sunday
report that all of Mahone’s division, except Wright and Perrin, are
here.

J. McENTEE,
Captain, &c.

City Point, August 17, 1864.

Captain McEntee,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

The 2G7 prisoners of war, about whom I telegraphed this a. m., were
taken mostly by General Birney instead of General Hancock, and a few
by General Gregg’s cavalry.

SHARPE,
Colonel.

(Same to Lieutenant Davenport, headquarters Army of the James.)

August 17, 18G4—10.45 a. m.
Major Fisher:
The enemy’s signal officer reports that all our boats have left the

Appomattox. Ro change or movement seen this a. m.
CHAS. L. DAYIS,

Captain, &c.
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S'J'ATION NEAR GiBBON’S IIOUSE,
August T/\ 1864.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
There appears to be a decrease in the enemy^s camps all along the

woods west of the city. Saw one train of thirty-three wagons moving
north on line of Petersburg and Eichmond Eailroad at 4 p. m. Still

working on forts reiiorted, but with small force to-day.

A. C. JORDAl^,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 17., 1864—10.45 a. m.

Major Fisher:
All quiet. Enemy using the spade along the first line of works.

WAETS,
Lieutenant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff

:

General: I have the honor to report that my lookouts convey the
impression that the enemy has to a very great extent weakened their

lines in our immediate front within the past three or four days. At
about 4 p. m. a train of wagons was seen xiassing northward uxion the
Eichmond road. Thirty-three were counted, when the rain closed in

and shut out all further observation. Small squads of the enemy were
employed at various i)oints of their lines, increasing the strength of the
works.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 273. f Washington, August 17, 1864.*******

41. The following officers of the Signal Oorxis, IT. S. Army, will re-

port in person without delay to the chief signal officer, Army of the
Potomac, for assignment to duty: Oaxit. F. E. Town, Oapt. G. S. Dana.

* * * * * * *

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 17, 1864. (Received 0.30 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

A close examination of the enemy’s line this morning shows nothing
iiew except that they have been at work all night strengthening their
line on our right and extending their intrenchrnents in that direction.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Same to General Meade.)
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G enera! Hancock:
City Point, August 17, 1864.

I Lave sent General Barnard and Colonel Comstock to Diitcli Gap to

see if the works carried by General Butler’s men there last evening, and
still held by them, give us any advantage in turning the enemy from
that direction. I cannot go uj) until I get their report, and likely
will not go up at all to-day. Best your men all you can unless you see
some decided advantage to be gained.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 17, 1864.

General Grant:
I send you a note just received from General Birney, which I have

not thought proper to act on without referring to you.
WIEFD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 17, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Army Corps:

The point where most of the dead and wounded, both of our own and
of tlie enemy, lie [is] under both their fire and ours. 1 respectfully re-

quest that a fiag of truce be sent, proposing a suspension of hostilities

in order that the wounded may be removed and dead buried.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major-General.

City Point, August 17, 1864.

General Hancock :

Send a fiag of truce to the commanding officer on the enemy’s front

where the wounded lie, proposing cessation of hostilities there until

the dead and wounded of both parties are collected.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 17, 1864—3.50 p. m.

General Grant :

Between 4 and 6 this p. m. the dead and wounded between the lines

at Fussell’s Mill will be delivered to the contending parties under flag

of truce.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Same to General Meade.)
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City Point, August 17^ 1864—5 p. m.
(Keceived 9.20 p. in.)

Major-General Hancock:
General Barnard and Colonel Comstock have returned and report

that no benefit can arise from an advance from the Avorks carried by
General Butler last evening. His troops will be withdrawn to Dutch
Gaj) during the night. Your forces Avill be kept north of the James for

some days, during which employ the enemy as you deem best.

H. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Arma^ Corps,
August 17

j
1864. (Eeceived 9.50 p. m.)

General Grant:
In sending in the proposition for flag of truce I addressed it to the com-

mander immediately in front. It was answered by General Field, who
has command of this portion of the line (their right) where the flag

went. General W. H. F. Lee also, a few minutes since, sent in a mes-
sage to my extreme right, on the Charles City road, asking for General
Chambliss^ body. I answered that it would be delivered at FusselFs
Mill.

(Same to General Meade.)

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 17j 1864. (Eeceived 10.25 p. m.)

General Grant:
The dead in front of our lines were removed this p. m. under flag of

truce. The wounded had already been removed by the enemy. The
flag was at two different places a mile apart, and as far as theintrench-
ments could be observed in either place they were full. General Gary,
of the enemy’s cavalry, was present during the removal of the dead.
Several inquiries were overheard as to General Anderson’s headquar-
ters, and other remarks, showing that he is in our front. His adjutant-
general was iiresent. Officers of Lane’s brigade were also present. It

was also noticed that in speaking of yesterday’s fight some of the Con-
federate officers mentioned the part taken bythe Tenth Georgia Battal-
ion, and a staff officer says he is confident the Sixty-fourth Georgia was
also mentioned, though this regiment does not appear on my roster of
Lee’s army. There is no doubt but that the enemy have a pretty strong
force here to-day. The Eichmond i)apers of to-day, which I will send
you as soon as a tug arrives, devote some considerable comment on our
affair yesterday. One of tliem says we attacked on the Charles City
road with 30,000 or 40,000 men, including Second, Ninth, and Tenth
Corps—Burnside’s niggers leading every attack. They also speak of
our attack in heavy force near Fussell’s Mill.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Same to General Meade.)
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City Point. August 17\ 1864—10.30 p. m.

General Hancook:
Warren moves at 4 a. m. by onr left to get on to the Weldon road and

with instrnetions to take advantage of any weakness he may discover
in the lines of the enemy. This may lead to the withdrawal of troops
from your front. Watch closely and take advantage of anything yon
can.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Signal Station,
August 17

j
1864.

General Hancock:
Major Ludlow, of General Butler’s staff, with 800 men, landed at

Aiken’s and marched north, meeting a small brigade of rebels. Had
slight skirmish, and, wheeling to the left, took the rifle-pits and deserted
battery opposite Hutch Gap. He holds Cox’s Mill and the bend
forming Cox’s farm. General B[ntlerJ ‘orders him to retire this even-
ing to Hutch Gap, as the retaining of the ridge will need more men than
can be spared. The rebel rams are at Cox’s Eeach opposite the farm,
and shelling the ridge with no success. The Hewlett battery has
opened on the Crow’s Nest battery.

SIHNEY B. HE KAY,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp to General Butler.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 212. )

Beep Bottom^ Eu., August 17
^
1864.

1. Upon the commendation of the medical director of the corps Brig.

Gen. E. C. Barlow, commanding First Hivision, will at once proceed to

the corps hospital at City Point for medical treatment.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

EEANCIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant AdjtUant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 17, 1864.

There will be a flag oftruce, for the burial of the dead and the removal of
the wounded, between the hours of 4 and fl this p. m. by the Confederate
time, Avhichis half an hour slower than our own. Major Mitchell, aide-

de-camp, will be at the point designated, and will determine the time.

The dead and wounded will be collected by the ambulance department,
and no one else will bQ permitted to communicate or to approach the
picket-line. The dead and wounded will be delivered at Fussell’s i\Iill.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

EEANCIS A. AYALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.



Chap. LTY.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 251

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864—11.30 i). m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

General: The major-general commanding directs that yon move
to-morrow morning at 4 o’clock and endeavor to make a lodgment
upon the Weldon railroad, in the vicinity of the Gurley house, or as

much nearer to the enemy’s line of intrenchments as practicable, and
destroy the road as far as you can, carrying on the destruction as far

south as possible. In addition to the destruction of the railroad the
movement should be considered a reconnaissance in force, in which
you will take advantage of any weakness of the enemy that you may
])erceivej but it is not expected that you will fight under serious dis-

advantages or assault fortifications. If you find the enemy extended
along the railroad, showing an intrenched front wherever you move
against them, you will remain, holding them there, keeping up your
supplies. You will take with you four days’ rations on the i^erson, your
artillery, and part of your ambulances and medical wagons, parking
your trains at convenient and secure points in rear of the army. Gen-
eral Kautz is directed to place under your orders his brigade of cavalry
(two regiments), picketing from the infantry left to the Blackwater,
which you will dispose of so as best to aid your operations. Infor-

mation derived from prisoners captured on the north side of the James
indicates that nearly all the enemy’s cavalry have been withdrawn
from the south side of the James, and that the infantry force south of
the Appomattox is considerably less than four divisions. The major-
general commanding desires to impress on you that he will be unable
to send you any re- enforcements, and that you must depend entirely

upon your own resources. The only assistance you can derive from
the trooi)S in our intrenchments will be that of obliging the enemy to

maintain his line. Keep the commanding general well advised of the
progress of your operations and of everything important.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864—5.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

Colonel Pitkin, quartermaster at City Point, has forwarded to you
440 sets of imifiements for destroying railroad.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps :

The following dispatch* from Lieutenant-General Grant is sent for

your information and guidance. The commanding general directs that
you strike the Weldon railroad as near the enemy’s intrenchments as
practicable, extend your reconnaissance as far to the left as you can,
and, it* a good opportunity occurs, carry out the instructions sent you
last night.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

See Orant to Meade, 10 p. in., p. 245.
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Headquarters Firth Arma" Corps,
Aiigiist 17j 1864—11 p. m.

[Major-General Humphrea^s :]

General : I did intend to send you this dispatch in the morning,
wliich I had already written. The dispatch by Major Michler induces
me to send it now. I will do all I can toward any Auilnerable point. I

do not believe the enemy will leave Petersburg open to assault in the
daytime, unless he evacuates it entirely the night before.

Kespectfully,

G. K. WAPEEN,
Major- General.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. lOG. ) August 17, 1864.

The order received last night for the cordis to move at 3 o’clock this

morning having been susiiended, and the order of suspension being-

very indefinite, the major-general commanding did not feel authorized
to announce it. He does so noAV for the information of the command,
in order to let the men get their coftee.

Bv command of Major-General Warren:
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistan t Adjutant- General.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 107. j August 17, 1864.

The corps will move to-morrow at 4 a. m. and in the following order

:

Gridin’s division, Ayres’ division, Crawford’s division, and Cutler’s

division. The batteries, as previously assigned to the several divisions,

will moA^e with them. The reserve artillery and one-half of the ambu-
lances and one medicine wagon for each division will march in rear of
the corps. No ordnance trains, battery wagons, nor forage wagons will

accompany the column, nor will any baggage wagons be allowed except
spring wagons. The baggage and other wagons left behind will be
parked with the ordnance train. A staff officer will be sent to each
division in the morning to conduct it.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 17, 1864—9 p. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during
tlie day. Brigadier-General Potter, commanding Second Division,

reports the enemy erecting earth-works in rear of their first line opiio-
j

site the right of his division.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
3N(). G. PARKE,

Major-General, Commanding Xinth Army Corps.
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Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
August 17^ 1864.

Capt. Egbert A. Hutchins,
AssistaM Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance has occurred
on my line during the last twelve hours. My men have been busy
repairing the lines.

Yery respectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding

:

General : I have received the accompanying communication from
Maj. Gen. W. H. F. Lee, Confederate cavalry. Please instruct me as to

a reply.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 17, 1864.

General Grego, or

Officer Commanding Federal Cavalry:
General : I am led to believe, from statements of ])risoners captured

yesterday, that Brig. Gen. J. E. Chambliss ofmy command may have been
killed during the action. Should such prove to be the fact, I have the
honor to request that you will inform me whether any arrangement may
be effected by which I may obtain possession of his body.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

W. H. F. LEE,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac,
August 17, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. H. F. Lee,
Commaiiding Confederate Cavalry

:

General : In reply to your communication of tliis date, I have to
reply that in the action of yesterday Brig. Gen. J. E. Chambliss was
killed. The body will be delivered at FusselPs Mill between the hours
of 4 and 0 this p. m. If, however, it should not be found practicable
to exhume it the accomx)anying description of the place of burial will

enable the friends of General Chambliss, at a subsequent period, to find
his grave.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
1). McM. (tEEGG,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.
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[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 17, 1864.

Brigadier-General GreGtO,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General : Major-General Hancock lias directed me to fnrnisli yon
the following description of the place at which Brigadier-General
Chambliss is buried:

Brig. Gen. John E. Chambliss is buried at the Pottery, near where
road crosses Bailey^s Creek. His grave is directly in front of the house
(hotel), about thirty feet from the road and ten feet from corner of ice-

house. Headboard at his grave marked, Brigadier-General John E.
Chambliss, C. S. A., killed in battle August 16, 1864, buried by Third
Brigade, Third Hivision, Second Oorps.^^ General Chambliss’ body is

inclosed in a Avooden coffin.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,

Major and Aide-de-Camp. •

Headquarters Second Corps, '

August 17, 1864—4.15 p. m.
General Greog:
You cau say to General Lee that in the truce, between 4 and 6 o’clock

at Eussell’s Mill, General Chambliss’ body will be delivered then or,

if it should not be exhumed at the time, you can send him the memo-
randum sent you this morning, showing where General C. was buried.*

There need not be a truce at your line except for the purpose of sending
this communication. The Confederate time, Avhich aaJII govern the truce,

is half an hour slower than ours.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FEAECIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 17, 1864—7 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

We hold our own at Dutch Gap. At what time aa ill you go up and
see the ground ? Shall I call for you Avith the Greyhound

BENJ. F. BUTLEE.

City Point, Ya., August 17, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, &c.

:

1 have directed General Barnard and Colonel Comsbx'k to go up to

Dutch Gap. They have not yet started, but will go as soon as they get

breakfast.
L. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- General.

See next, ante.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Fields Augunt 17

^
1864.

Lieiiteuaiit-General Grant,
Commanding^ &c.

:

We have now on the north side of the James, Field’s division of
Longstreet’s corps, Lane’s and Conner’s brigades of Wilcox’s division of

Hill’s corps, and Mahone’s division of same corps, with Bushrod John-
son’s old brigade of Beauregard’s command. Mahone’s division moved
across there from our front at Petersburg on Sunday night, making a
long detour in order to avoid observation from my signal tower.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General., Commanding.

City Point, Va., August 17, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, &e.:

The Fifth Corps commences a movement by our left at 4 a. m. in the
morning, with the intention of getting onto the Weldon road, and to take
advantage of any weakness that may be discovered in the lines of the
enemy. If this should lead to a withdrawal from your front be pre-

pared to throw all your force at Bermuda into the breach, and I will

recall everything from north of the James to reinforce them.
IJ. S. GKANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 17, 1864—10.40 ]). m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Telegram received. The most vigilant watchfulness will be had to

ascertain any withdrawal, and the promptest movement made to take
advantage of it. Major LudloAv has withdrawn without loss from his

advanced position near Dutch Gap. The firing you hear is from the
gun-boats upon the rams.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hatcher’s, August 17, 1864—7.30 a. m.
General Butler :

The position is stronger than I supposed. It should be held. I have
only sufficient to keep up a strong picket-line.

LUDLOW,
Major.

General Butler:
Signal Hill, August 17, 1864.

Two gun-boats have opened fiom above our outer line.

LUDLOW,
Major,



256 OPERATIONS IN SE. YA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

IlDQRS. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina, '

Office Bureau of Information,
In the Fieldj August 17^ 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

I have prisoners here from Wright’s brigade, of Mahone’s division,

of Hill’s corps. They say that they think their whole division is there.
They know that Weisiger’s, Wright’s, and Perrin’s are. I have also
prisoners from Lane’s and Conner’s, of Wilcox’s, on north side of
James, and full information from Thomas’ and Scales’, who are in our
front here. This makes all of Wilcox here. 1 have also four prison-

ers this morning from Bushrod B. Johnson’s old brigade. Colonel
Hughs commanding, in our front at Deep Bottom.

JOHN I. DAYENPOBT,
Lieutenant^ Aide-de- Camp, and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

P. S.—Since writing above have received your dispatch. The prison-

ers you speak of confirm my report, you will see, or mine yours. The
men captured by Tenth Corps should have been landed at Bermuda,
but by mistake were sent you.

J. I. D.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 17, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Aeting Chief of Staff

:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that three trains

passed the Junction toward Bichmond last night and one toward Peters-
burg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOBTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Offieer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of A^irginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 17, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 11.30 a.

m. a train of six cars loaded with troops passed the Junction toward
Petersburg.”

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NOBTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

August 17, 1804. (Beceived 2.30 p. m.)

Colonel Abbot,
Broadway Landing

:

Send u]) the four 10-inch mortars to-night and place them in the large

battery near Taylor house. Six siege guns are also required in Fort
Hell. Send them up if you can to-night, with ammunition. It would
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be well to laud more mortars. The enemy are greatly strengtlieiiing

their armament near the salient, and with gnus of large caliber. As
much of your train as can be quickly removed in case of necessity

should be put in battery.
HENKY J. HUNT,

Brigadier- Genera 1.

'Broadway Landing, Va., August 17
j
1864—3 p, m.

Brigadier-General Hunt,
Headquarters Army of the Fotomac

:

I will send the mortars to-night, and will get the six gnus ready for

to-morrow. I cannot get them unloaded and to Fort Hell before day-
light.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery^ Commanding Siege Train.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 17

j
1864—5.30 a. m.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

General : I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say
that last evening he directed certain dispositions to be made of the
troops under your command, and a report to be made of such action.

He has not been advised of what has been done in the matter, and
desires to know the arrangement of your troops, and whether the
brigades loaned yon are in ])osition on the line or so that they can be
called away easily if required.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

' Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 17^ 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Forces

:

The brigade of the Second Hivision, Second Corps, is posted on the
left of General Foster, in close connection Avith its OAvn division on its

left. The brigade of the First Division, Second Corps, is on the right
of Brigadier-General Birney, connecting on its right Avith Brigadier-
General Miles and rei)orting to him. Colonel Craig’s brigade is on my
line, and can be taken aAvay this morning; last night it Avas disorgan-
ized. Colonel Smyth’s brigade reports to 1dm and is on his owji line.

Yours, resxmctfully,

1). B. BIRNEY,
Major- Gene^ud.

17 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 17j 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

General: The major-general coinmancling regrets to say that not a
single wounded man was found between the lines to-day. Tlie flag of

truce was consented to by him reluctantly, and only on General Birney’s

assurance that the facts were that our own and the enemy’s wounded
were between the lines, exposed to the Are of both iiarties, and could
be removed by neither.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A, WALKEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 17

j
1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

111 answer to your dispatch concerning the flag of truce sent* out
to-day, I would respectfully state that I am not aware of having given
any assurances in resjiect to the Avounded beyond Avhat is contained in

my note of this morning, viz, that they AAmre under the enemy’s tire and
ours. This information Avas given by the corps oflicer of the day. The
party bearing the flag Avas not suffered to advance beyond our picket-

line.

Eespectfully,

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
siugust 17, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistaiit AdjutantrGeneral

:

One small brigade, having lost lieaAdly and become soincAAiiat disou
ganized, has been sent to Heep Bottom to relieve the garrison there,
Avhich is ordered here in their place. The force to take the i)lace of
that leaving this front consists of two strong regiments.

Eespectfully,

H. B. BllHS^EA
,

Major-General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 17, 1864—3.27 p. m.

A flag of truce Avill be sent out to the enemy at 4 ]>. m. to-day, from
which time until 0 p. m. there A\ill be a cessation of hostilities. Yon
aatII see to it that no person goes out but the properly authorized par^
ties.

By order of Major-General Birnev :

El). W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General
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Hdqrs, Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 17^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Turner,
Commanding Line of Defenses:

1 send inclosed a telegram* from tlie lieutenant-general eommanding
for your information. Take every possible precaution and device to

baue tlie enemy watc^lied to see if any movement is made. Tf at all, it

will be to-morrow at from d to 10 o’clock, or tliereafter iirobably. Please
return telegram at your leisure.

BENJ. E. BUTLEll,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
. August 17

j
1864.

Brigadier-General Turner,
Commanding Intrenchments, Bermuda Hundred

:

Order Colonel Wasliburn, Eourtli Massacliusetts Cavalry, with his

entire mounted force, to come here immediately. He will carefully scour
the roads and Avoods on his Avay for stragglers, especially on this side^

the pontoon bridge, and bring them to their commands.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field

^
August 17

^
1864—11.50 p. m.

Colonel Curtis,
Commanding Brigade., Ac.

:

Colonel : The lieutenant-general telegraphs that movements are on
foot Avhich he thinks Avill cause the enemy to Avitlidraw trooi)s from our
front. The major-general therefore directs that every measure be taken
to determine it if possible.

This by direction of Brigadier-General Turner;
yery respectfully,

ISPvAEL E. SEALY,
Captain, Fortg-seventhNew York Vols., Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Headquar'J'ers Cavalry Division,
August 17, 1864—1 p. m.

IMajoi'-General I Iumphreys,
Chief of tStajf, Army of the Botomae:

General: I return the map. As I stated to you this morning I
can make no changes. The roads I have traveled on are indicated on
the map, as Avell as all other roads of Avhich 1 have any information.
Whether there are any others I do not know from any observation of
mine.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Division.

* See Grant to Butler, p, 255,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac^
August 17

j
1861—3 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

Alajor-General Warren is ordered to move to-morrow morning at 4

o’clock and endeavor to effect a lodgment upon tlie Weldon railroad as

near to tlie enemy’s intrencliments as practicable, and destroy tlie road
as far sontb as be can. He will take advantage of any weakness be
may perceive on tbe part of tbe enemy. To aid bim in tbis operation
tbe major-general commanding directs tbat you place under bis orders
tbe brigade of your cavalry (tAvo regiments) picketing from tbe left of
tbe infantry, Avbicb should be provided with tbe full amount of rations

and forage tliey can carry, and arrangements made to keep up tbe sup-

ply. General Warren is directed to take four days’ rations and to keep
up supplies, sbould tbe operation continue longer. Sbould you accom-
pany tbe brigade please advise tbe commanding general. Informatipn
derived from prisoners indicates tbat nearly all tbe enemy’s cavalry
bave been withdrawn from tbe south side of tbe James.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Alajor- General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters (Javalry Division,
Augiist 17

j
1861—5 p. m,

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps,) Army of the Potomac

:

General : I liave been directed to furnish two regiments of cavalry to
re])ort to you. Tbe two regiments now picketing on tbe left of the army
are those indicated in tbe orders to me. Colonel Lewis, Third New York
Cavalry, will be tbe senior officer. 1 bave sent bim an order to report
to you for orders. Tbe tAvo regiments will number between 800 and 900
in all. Colonel LeAvi s’ headquarters arenear tbe Jerusalem plank road,
at AIcCann’s bouse, Tlie tAvo regiments are on picket, and extend to tbe
left to near Baxter’s Mill, on tbe Norfolk and Petersburg Eailroad.
They bave been ordered to bold themselves in readiness to march at 4
a. m. to-morroAv Avitb three days’ rations and tAAm days’ forage.

Yery respectfullv, your obedient servant,
AUGUST AL KAUTZ,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 17

y
1861—i m.

Col. S. P. Spear,
Commanding Brigade:

Tbe general commanding directs that you cause tbe First District of

Columbia Cavalry to be prepared to moA^e to-morrOAv morning, 18tb in-

stant, at 4 o’clock, iirovided with ammunition and three days’ rations
and forage, their pickets to be witbdraAvn just before tbe regiment
moves. Further instructions Avill be sent you tbis evening.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. J. ASCH,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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City Point, Va., August 18
^
1864—8 p. m.

Major-General Halleck,
Washington^ IJ. C. :

General Warren moved witli hi s corps this morning to and across the
Weldon road about one mile south of the lead- works. To that i)oint

he met nothing but the enemy’s pickets. He advanced from there
toward Petersburg, meeting the enemy early in his advance. He had
considerable fighting during the day, suffering some loss and inflicting

loss upon the enemy. I have no report showing the extent of our
losses, but judge them to be light, from the dispatches. Some of the
enemy’s wounded fell into our hands and a few other prisoners.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., August 18j 1804—1.48 a. m.

Major-General Meade :

General Grant desires me to ask what the heavy firing is.

0. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—2.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock :

The firing is in front of tlie Ninth Corps. No report has been made,
but I liave sent for one.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18^ 1864—2.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock :

TJie cannonading and mortar practice was along the whole line

—

Eighteenth and Ninth Corps. No one seems to know how it began or
the cause. It is x)robably the enemy feeling to see if we are still here.
It is now subsiding.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 18, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Meade :

Have you heard wliat progress General Warren is making?
U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenan t- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A^Kjiist 18

j
1864—10.45 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Telegram of 10.30 received. Tlie last dispatcli from General Warren

of 8.20 is forwarded.* Wlienever General Warren reports anytliing of

importance it will be promptly transmitted.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- Oenerav.

P. S.—I am having the telegraph run out to the Gurley house.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18y 1864—11 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
The following just received from GeneralWarren.f The Seventh Vir-

ginia Cavalry is in Rosser’s brigade. Young’s division, formerly Hamp-
ton’s division, it being understood Hampton now commands all the
cavalry.

[GEO. G. MEADE,]
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18

j
1864—12.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

1 send the last reportf just received from General Warren. Since
its receipt quite sharp cannonading is heard in his direction, but no
rei)ort of progress.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General. .

City Point, Va., August 18, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commandmg, dec. :

If Warren can do no better I would have him close up on Petersburg,
with his left west of the Weldon road, and intrench and stay there. So
long as the enemy is occupied north of the James he can spare no force

to drive Warren away. When we witlidraw from there Hancock can
go to his supi)ort, and the Tenth Coi^s will relieve the Eighteenth from
the trenches, giving ns another cori)S foot loose. 1 do not mean this in

any way to prevent Warren from taking advantage of any weakness of
the enemy according to his judgment.

IJ. S. GRANT,
JAeutenant- General.

* See ]). 272.

t See Warren to Hnm])hreys, 9 a. m., p. 272,

t See Warren to Hn]n])hrey.s, 10 a. ni., ]). 272.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18j 1864—1.16 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Kespectfully forwarded.* Your telegram of 12 m. received. I will

await the developments of the day before sending Warren any instruc-

tion based on it. Indeed, his orders last night contemplate his making
and retaining a lodgment on the railroad.

GEO. G. MEADE,
.

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Augiist 18y 1864—1.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have endeavored to ascertnin'the probable cause of the heavy can-
nonading last night, but without success. It commenced a little before
2 a. m., on the right of the Eighteenth Corps, by the enemy, and was
quickly taken up by all their batteries to our left, and as quickly
responded to by ours. The enemy, in the afternoon previous, told the
pickets of the Ninth Corps not to be alarmed in the night because they
weregoing to shell the negroes. The probabilities are thatthey suspected
some movement on our part which tliey thought they might interrupt,

or they suspected we were or had been withdrawing and they would
draw our lire. From all I can learn the casualties on our side are:

Ninth Corps, 2 killed, 10 wounded
j
Eighteenth Corps, 5 killed, 15

wounded; in all, 7 killed, 25 wounded. I have given orders hereafter
our batteries are not to open at night unless there is evidence they are
able to accomplish something.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 18y 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following report just
received

:

Plank Road Station, August 18, 1864—1.30 p. m.

CaiJiioiiadin»’ on onr left, apparently on line of Weldon railroad, one mile and a
half south of large fort near Weldon railroad. Five hundred cavalry standing in
road in front of said fort. Column of infantry now passing on line of Weldon rail-

road in direction of firing.

FULTON,
Sergeant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKEK,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

[Indor.scnicnt.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—3.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I forward the above just received. No dispatch from Warren since

the one sent you at 1.15 ]). m. Heavy musketry firing, as well as can-

nonading, has recently been heard in that direction.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

See Warren to Humphreys, 11 a. m., p. 273,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18y 1864—4 ]}. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The above [following], just received, was sent before the attack of
which I have reported musketry and cannonading. No sounds now.
As there appears to be a division of the enemy^s cavalry on the rail-

road, I have ordered Kautz to draw in another of his regiments, leav-

ing only one between the Blackwater Swamp and the James:

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—12.30 2). m.

General Humphreys :

My infantry lias not yet succeeded in driving away the enemy from his position on
the railroad, hut has forced him to draw hack the artillery from its first position.
We have not engaged heavily, hnt soon Avill he if the enemy^s force does not retire.

I think General Ayres is moving as well as he can. The enemy’s cavalry are south
of ns on the railroad, and the main camps of the division were said hy the prisoners
to he ahont two or three miles west of the railroad. The position here is a large
open, level field, ahoiit three-fourths of a mile through, and surrounded by Avoods.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Genera I .

P. S.—I have just received the note brought by Captain Fisher about the cavalry.
If any pickets were going to take their xilace, I Avould rather have them there than
with me.

G. K. W.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—4.10 p. m.

Lieutenaut-General Grant :

Just received and forwarded.*
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—5 p. m.

Lieutenaiit-Geueral Grant :

Just received and forwarded.! Tbis appears to have been an open
fight, the enemy attacking, and Warren further reports them moving
down on his left Hank. He has two divisions beside those reported by
him as engaged. I fancy he Avill not be able to do more than effect a
lodgment on the road and that the enemy will vigorously dispute this.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

P. S.—Tliere lias been no firing since the fight here reported.

* See Warren to Humphreys, 1.30 p. m., p. 273.

t See Warren to Humphreys, 2.30 j). m., p. 273.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—6 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Warren is directed to maintain his hold and intrench himself. When
may we look for Hancock ?

GEO. G. MEADE,
,

Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 18, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &e.

:

I think it will be advisable to hold Hancock where he is until to-

morrow night. I will direct him if he can hold his position to send one
division to-night.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—7.15 p. m.

General Grant:
. Warren can hold his own, I think, and may iierhaps yet push the
enemy. I ought to have mentioned that, when he spoke of Ayres’
division, he referred to the Maryland Brigade, Avhich he had previously
reported as giving way.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

General Grant:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—7.20 p. m.

The following just received from Warren and forwarded.*
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, August 18, 1864—8.20 p. m.
General Meade :

General Hancock has ordered General Mott’s division to report to

you.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aug^ist 18, 1864—9,SO p. m.

General Grant:
I send you the last dispatch received from Warren.t Parke has been

ordered to relieve the maximum force he can Avith Mott’s division, and
push them up at once to Warren’s support.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

*See Warren to lliiinplireys, 5.30 p. in., ]). 274.

t See Warren to lluniplirey.s, 7 p. ni., j). 275.
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City Point, Va., August 18, 1864—7.40 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &c. :

General Hancock will probably send a division to-niglit. I will let

yon know as soon as lie ascertains if it can be spared. The distance

between Hancock and Warren is so great that it would take until 12

to-morrow to transfer troops from one to the other, and then they would
be too much fatigued to do much. Could not re-enforcements be sent
from the Ninth Corps to Warren, if he should want them, and let the
Second Corps take their place? If the enemy xhle any considerable
force against Warren to-morrow they must do it by taking nearly every-
thing from their line in front of the Ninth and Eighteenth Corjis, and
must be met by an equal reduction of our line.

.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, August 18, -1864—11.15 p. m.
Major Gen eral Meade :

Tell Warren if the enemy comes out and attacks him in the morning
not to hesitate about taking out every man he has to repel it

j
and not to

stop when the enemy is repulsed, but to follow him u}) to the last. We
certainly ought to be satisfied, when we can get the enemy to attack us.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,'
August 19, 1864—12.05 a. m.

Major-General Warren:
The foregoing disxiatch, just received, is sent to you for your informa-

tion, as desired by the lieutenant-general commanding.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of 8>taff

:

General: No deserters or prisoners of war have come in to-daj^

I will inquire immediately if any have come in at the Ninth Corps.
One deserter from Sixth Virginia Infantry came in yesterday from
General Crawlord’s headquarters, where he had been since Satur-

day last. There were others from his brigade who came into our lines

at the same time he did, and all information which he might have
given was reported at the time by other members of his regiment.
General Crawford keq)! him for the puiqiose of having him xioint out
certain batteries in the enemy’s works, the location of which are all

known by the engineer department at these headquarters. He brings
nothing new.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, Ac.
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Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 18, 1864.

Major-General Humphrea^s, Chief of Staff:

General: A deserter from Ninth Florida, Finegaifs brigade, Ma-
hone’s division, who came into oiir lines on night of the lOth instant,

lias just been received from Ninth Corps. He reports that he went
on picket on night of 16th; that just before leaving the trenches
Mahone’s old brigade was relieved by Harris’ brigade. Wright’s and
Perrin’s brigades went away from here on Sunday, and the balance of

the division were in onr front wlien he left. The informant is quite a
youth, and knows A^ery little of enemy’s organization or position. A
negro who came in last night was also sent in with above. He states

that just before leaving enemy’s lines (about dark) saw them moving
artillery to their right, and he understood they intended opening on a
camp of our troops, which they could see from their right Hank. He
has been at work in a gang of 1,500 negroes repairing and constructing
fortifications about Petersburg. He is not intelligent and gives no
information.

J. McENTEE,
Captain, &c.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

Captain Fisher:
Small parties of enemy at work behind old line to right of Gregory’s

house. Three battle-flags to left of Gregory’s house; formerly only one
in view.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant ami Signal Officer.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—12.45 p. m.

Captain Fisher:
A small torce of enemy is moving to the left in the direction of the

cannonading. They are moving about opposite iilank road signal vSta-

tion and evidently come from the .cam]) nearly opposite that station.

They carry knapsacks, &c. I have seen only about 100 in motion.
1. S. LYON,

Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Arma^ of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 18, 1864.

^laj or-General Humphrea^s, Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following rei)ort just
leceived: •

Gibhon’s House, August IS, 18G4.

Saw drove of l)etwecn 200 and ,300 bcef-cattle on Riclinioud road niovino- south
Enemy's signal officer reports all quiet; no vessels visible on the river.

.JORDAN,
Sergeant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
By order

:

WM. S. STPYKEK,
First Lieutenant and Adjutant Signal Corps.
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Plank Eoad Signal Station,
AiKjtist 18y 1864—4.30 i). m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Another division of infantry moved to our left on line of AYeldon

railroad between 4 and 4.30 p. in., accompanied by a train of twenty-live
Avag’ons. Column seventeen minutes in passing. The column reported
passing at 1.30 p. in. consisted of about two brigades.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

City I^oint, A^a., August 18, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Hancock:
If you can hold your iiosition with a division less than you have, send

one division to-night, starting as soon as you can get it off', to report to

General Meade.
IT. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I will send General Mott’s division to report to General Meade.

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

City Point, August 18, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock:
There has been a requisition made for 500 horses for the Second

Cavalry Division. There are now at Washington about 1,000 men of

this division dismounted. Ask Gregg if he will have 500 men sent Avith

the horses or if he A\ill have the horses sent and leave the men until

they can be remounted. It is reported that the mail steamer has been
lired into below here. Get a brigade of Gregg’s ca\"alry ready, if you
can, to go down and cut oft the enemy. I aauII make full inquiry about
the matter and inform you; in the meantime have the caA^alry ready,
but do not start them until further orders.

U. S. GEANT,
lAeutena n t- General.

Headquarters Second Araiy Corps,
August 18, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Your dispatch is received, and General Gregg has been sent for to

make the arrangements you proi)ose.

WlNF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 18j 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Gregg reports that he would prefer having 500 horses sent

to City Point, as he has now at this time more than 500 dismounted
men.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

City Point, August 18, 1864.

General Hancock:
It turns out to be a mistake about there being a rebel battery below

here. The firing heard was our gun-boats discharging their guns.
U. S. GPvANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—6.40 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
The enemy have been feeling my lines and have made some pretty

sharj) attacks on my front and right. They still continue it on my
right, but at this moment slight.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General,

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—7 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Your dispatch is received. The enemy are very vigorous. I have
just received a dispatch stating that the enemy have possession of the
roads in General Gregg’s rear, and that they have passed cavalry and
infantry toward Malvern Hill, threatening my hold on the river, which
is now essential to me. I can only send a division by shortening my
lines, so as to render my connection with the river secure. I shall

change my lines to-night to meet the new state of things, and will send
a division if you do not object to my contracting my lines. 1 will tele-

graph you a little later.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

General Hancock:
City Point, August 18, 1864—7.40 p. m.

1 have no objection to your shortening your line to make your posi-

tion secure.

U. S. GKANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 18

j
1864—11 p. m. ‘

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Everytliing is quiet. At [tiiisj time I am clianging my line a little,

the general direction being that of the New Market road. By with-

drawing my right I have taken out a division and still have a heavy
force on my right, Avith aa hich I shall make a demonstration on the
Cliaiies City road to-morrow. The enemy attacked with considerable
force on General Birney’s right just above Fussell’s Alill, but Avere

re])ulsed. They attacked Gregg on the roads coming in from White
Oak Swamp and drove him, though he still holds the intersection of
the Charles City and Malvern Hill roads, the enemy holding between
the cross-road and Deep Bottom Creek. I shall clear out Avhatever
may be there in the morning.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General,

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 18, 1864—11.30 p. m.

The last report I had from the enemy to-night Avas one that came
from the picket-line just after their repulse, to the effect they were
moving at double-quick toward my right.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—7.30 p. m.

The following dispositions of troops are ordered for to-night: Colonel
Smyth, commanding Second Division, will relieve the picliets of Gen-
eral Mott’s diATsion, and will hold the line from the Potteries, on the
New Market and Alalvern Hill road, to the right. The "First Division,
Brigadier-General Miles commanding, to hold the line from Colonel
Smyth’s right along the New Market and Long Bridge road, occupying
as much of the old intrenchments as he can liold. Tlie Tenth Corps,
Major-General Birney, will take position on General Miles’ right, occu-
pying the heights about the Puffin house and crossing theNeAV Aiarket
and Long Bridge road. The picket lines of the Second and First Divis-

ions will remain as established now. General Birney Avill establish a
line from General Miles’ right, taking in the high ground near the
Turner house and extending the front of his position at Puffin’s house
and connecting AAuth the cavalry. General Gregg, commanding cavalry,
will cover the Charles City road as far to the front as practicable, and
Avatching the roads to the right and rear. On being relieA^ed by the
Second Division, General Mott Avill Jiiove AAoth his dmsioii to the
vicinity of Petersburg, reporting to General Aleade. These arrange-
ments to* go into effect at once, so as to complete the movement to-night.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

F. A. WALKEP,
Assistant Adjutant- General^
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Near Deep Bottom^ Ua., August 18^ 1864—6.80 p. m.

Brigadier-General Miles,
Commanding First Division :

General: The major-general commanding directs that yon with-

draw from the right one of your brigades and place it near its former
l)osition on the line, notifying General Birney as yon do so.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
FBANOIS A. WALKEB,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[August 18, 1864.]

Colonel Smyth,
Commanding 81eeond Division :

Yon will xdease relieve at once the picket-line of General Mott’s divis-

ion. General Miles will, during ihe night, relieve a portion of your
right, so as to equalize more nearly your details.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
C. H. MOBGAN,

Dheutenant- Colonel, Chief of IStaff.

This only includes the line in General Mott’s front, and not the one
on the Malvern Hill road.

M.

General Mott :

August 18, 1864. (Beceived 8.20 p. m.)

The ma,j or-general (*ommanding directs that yon put your command
in march for the vicinity of Petersburg as soon as possible, re])orting

your arrival to Major-General Meade. Your picket-line Avill be relieved
by Colonel Smyth’s division. The brigade near the bridge-head may
be relieved by you, so as to place it last in march, if it is not previously
relieved by other troops. It is hoped the road you are to take to the
Appomattox will be lighted. Yon will try and get your division across
the bridge at the Appomattox before daylight.

BespcKitfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MOBGAN,

lAeutenant- Colonel^ the.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18j 1864—4 a. m.

Major-General 1 1 umphri:ys.
Chief of Staff:

General: I was exceedingly ])leased with my instructions for the
movement 1 am just starting upon. 1 have shown them to some of my
division commanders and all alike are ])leased. We’ll do the best we
can, you may rest assured, and will never ask anyone under them to

stand the responsibility of a i)ossible failure. I propose to send a mes-
sage regularly once an hour

5
oftener if interesting,

Besiiectfully.

G. K. WABBEK,
ALajor- General,
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Gurley House, August 18, 1864—7 a. ui.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Stuff:

General: The head of my column is closing up and forming here as
near as we can to the enemy^s vedettes without his observation. As
soon as I am well in hand and prepared to follow up rapidly I shall

advance. There has been nothing to report this morning. Our cavalry
here have no information except that the enemy’s pickets last night
told them they were to be relieved this morning. The two regiments
of cavalry are so distributed on ])icket that none of them will be avail-

able until I can drive away the enemy and relieve those to the right of

us.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN^,
Major- General.

Gurley House, August 18, 1864—8.20 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys;
My arrangements are made and my line is now advancing. I will

report as soon as anything occurs. The cavalry pickets retire.

G. K. \\ ARREK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Onr advance encountered nothing but cavalry, and cap-

tured some of them from the Seventh Confederate. My troops have
reached the railroad and cut the telegraph wire. The intense heat
causes many men to fall out.

Respectfully,
G. K. WABREN^,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have two divisions up and nearly formed. Marching
to-day is very slow, and there are a great many cases of sunstroke. 1

am pushing out in every direction to make mj^self secure in my infor-

mation. As soon as I am prepared, will move np the railroad. I am now
at the place on the west of the railroad marked on the ma]) as Blick.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18j 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your two dispatches of 7 and 8.20 a. in. have been received. Itespect-

iiig the two regiments of cavalry it Avas expected that you would call

them all in whenever it suited your oayii objects best without any regard

to their objects as pickets of the army.
A. A. IIUMPIIEEYS,

Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18j 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : My last division has just reached the railroad. I have
got possession of tlie forks of the road at the place marked Flowers.
General Ayres’ division now has the lead and is advancing up the rail-

road. There is a cavalry force about three-quarters of a mile ahead
with a battery. I shall eiideaA^or to open connection from my right, as
I advance, with the left of the Ninth Corps. The men give out fear-

fully in the sun and compel us to move slowly to keep them in the
ranks. Several officers have been sunstruck also.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAPEEN,

Alajor- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—1.30 p. m.

General Humphreys:
The enemy hold on ftrmly to their position yet, but I am extending

my line till I can turn their left flank. Where 1 strike them along the
roads they are intrenched. General Ayres has not perfected his

arrangements yet nor made his final effort, and so far our losses are
small. I have no chance to use my artillery to any advantage, and but
four guns at most. It has rained hard here now for fifteen minutes.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

1 was just advancing at 2 ]). m., AAuth Ayres’ and Crawford’s divis
ions, Avhen the enemy advanced simultaneously with us. The Maryland
Erigade, on my left, gave Avay, but 1 believe the rest of the line holds
tliem or has sent them back. It was a heavy fight for half an hour; at
])resent it is nearly quiet. The enemy’s infantry are re])orted passing
down the road toward Flowers’, my caAUilry having been driven aAvay
from there.

Eespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

18 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Aiigust 18j 1864—4 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

General : The falling back of General Ayres’ division has deranged
niy plans considerably and 1 am getting things in order again. AVe
lost a little ground and probably a few prisoners and some hundreds
wounded. The enemy 1 expect lost quite as heavily, and has been
compelled to fall back, too, to near his first position. Heports of the
enemy moving on both flanks come in but cannot be true. I have
ordered Ayres and Crawford to advance again, the former supported
by General Cutler’s division. Having to rely entirely upon myself I

keep Griffin still in reserve to look out for flank attacks. My picket-

line connects across by cavalry with the Ninth Corps. I do not at all

anticipate it can be driven by the enemy, and will endeavor to advance
if practicable. The enemy’s infantry is of Heth’s division, so I learn

by prisoners, but they are not communicative. Hill, they say, is in

command. If I am still on the railroad I shall take up a position to-

night and intrench unless otherwise directed.

Kespectfully,
G. K. AYAEEEN,

Major- Geiieral,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Kautz has been directed to re-enforce the cavalry under
your orders by another regiment, about 400 men.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—5.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that, if the contingent objects

.of your instructions cannot be accomplished, you intrench as close up
to the enemy’s works as you can get, with your left Avell westward of

the Weldon railroad, and remain there. This is not intended to ])re-

vent you from taking advantage of any weakness of the eijemy or of

-withdrawing youx .command if in your judgment military necessity

requires it.

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major- Ge-nerrd and CkUf of Staff..

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
JllieFs Rouse, August 18, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
General: Your dispatch ])er Captain Emory is just received. I

have nothing further to report except that my skirmish line, in advanc-
ing, finds tfie enemy in the same line he took up to-day. We have to
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advance on the right through dense woods, which makes it slow and
difScnlt, as it is almost impossible to command the men there. I cannot
say how much oiir loss is yet. Colonel Peirson, of the Thirty-ninth

Massachusetts, is said to be mortally wounded.* V/e have some of the

enemy’s wounded in our possession. General Hayes had his horse
killed. The Fifteenth [New York] Heavy Artillery have behaved
remarkably well.

G. K. WAKPEN,
Major-General,

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18^ 1864—7 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have already got my line as close to the enemy as I can
and made arrangements for intrenching it. My pickets connect with
the Ninth Corps across nearly east and west from the Strong house.

The enemy is throwing up breast-works between me and Petersburg,
and already has a good line. I think I can hold on here for a hard
fight if I can keep up the communication with the Ninth Corps. It

has been a hard day on the men and the fight to-day was severe on
both sides. My right is in sight of the main intreuchments of Peters-
burg, but nearly one mile and three*-quarters off. I understand that
I am expected to make myself as strong here as I can, hold on till

I am forced to leave, and destroy the railroad as much as possible.

Unfortunately, the wet weather will interfere very much with our heat-

ing the rails. The telegraph line may get in operation to-night. The
enemy advanced to-day at 2 ]). m. in two lines for the front of one of my
divisions, perhaps 6,000 men. We broke the first line at once, but the
second forced ours back, outflanking Ayres by a portion giving Avay on
his left. His division, hoAvever, finally repulsed the attack on him.
General CraAvford did not receive so heavy an assault except on his

left, and this was the only part of his line that gave back, but it also

advanced again. The enemy’s proximity to his fortified line enabled
him to act with boldness, and I do not now think he considered us
strong and made his effort to drive us finm the railroad. He has taken
some i)risoners from us to-day and now knows our strength. If he
tries again, it Avill have to be Avith a very large force to succeed,

liespectfully,

G. K. WAPvKEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18^ 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

I will send up a sketch of my line to-night by an orderly. You can
have a good idea of my front toAvard Petersburg by taking a point on
the Weldon railroad three-quarters of a mile north of Dunlop’s and
draAving a line direct to onr advanced line on the plank road. Our
pickets will not have more than half a mile to connect straight across
and it aauII be done in the morning. My fire commands half a mile Avest
of the railroad. My line extends south of Dunlop’s nearly a mile and

* Colonel PeirBon survived liis vound.



276 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap, LIV.

niy pickets there connect with the cavalry. From an examination of a
few prisoners I find they belong to the Seventh Confederate Cavalry,
to Heth’s division, and to Hoke’s brigade, of Beauregard. Prisoners
are not very willing to communicate, but they say there are troops of
Beauregard’s in reserve in Petersburg all the time. I have directed
the prisoners to be sent up to you.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAEBEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—9.30 p. 7n.

Major-General Humphreys:
General : By laying the inclosed sketch* on your two-inch map you

can see exactly our present position. My artillery is so disposed that
it of itself will be able to hold considerable portions of my line. You
must excuse my hasty and disjointed dispatches to-day, for I had to

write with all the interruijtions of severe battle and movements.
Kespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—10 p. ni.

Major-General Warren:
As soon as Mott’s division, of Hancock’s corps, can be got over from

Heep Bottom he will relieve some 5,000 or 6,000 of Parke’s troops that
will be sent at once to your support. Mott is moving now. Parke will

also send you in the course of the night or toward morning some
1,500 men. They will move as soon as they can be relieved by some of
Old’s troops.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—10.15 p. ni.

Major-General Warren:
The 1,500 men from Parke wiil leave him about 3 a. m. to join you.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Nio. 107J. ] Augxist 18, 1864.

All the timber west of oiir position on the railroad and between it

and the Vaughan road, as well as all other obstructions to the use of fire-

arms, or furnishing shelter to the enemy, such as houses, fences, &c.,

will be thrown down or destroyed as fast as practicable.

By command of Major-General Warren

:

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

* See Part I, p. 133.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18j 1864.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding Second Division

:

General: If yon have any rebel prisoners in yonr custody the
major-general conimanding desires that they be sent to the corps
[)rovost-inarshal at these headquarters to-niglit.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—8 p. m.

General Ayres:
I have orders approving what has been done this evening’ and telling

me to feel the enemy closely and hold on. 1 learn that your changes
this evening leave but a battalion of Bragg’s brigade on the line. If

in the morning at daylight you can replace this by the Tweltth Ilegulars

I can use this brigade to re-enforce Crawford, which I desire to do.

He has xmshed his right up to within sight of the Petersburg defenses,

and can connect with the pickets of the Ninth Coiqis in only an interval

of half a mile. Have your men slash timber in their front to-night.

Eespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 18, 1864—8.30 p. m

Major-General Warren,
Commanding

:

General: I can dispense entirely with Bragg’s brigade. I have
ordered intrenching and slashing. I don’t doubt of my ability to hold
my front in the morning. I have ordered a deep cut across the railroad
and the wagon road.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. AYEES,
Brigadier- General.

Friend’s, [August] 18, 1864—3.10 p. m.
Major-General Warren:
General: The enemy are pushing me on my right. I can hold

them, 1 think, although that hank is not covered. 1 have ordered
Cutler to deploy to the right and strike his left think. It is all woods,
but a report has just reached me that the enemy is moving to my riglit;

hence the order to Cutler. I am well deployed to the right for obser-
vation.

Very respectfully,

S. W. CEAWFOED,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—Colonel Carle reports that the enemy are feeling our right, and
a prisoner rei>orts A. P. Hill’s coiqis.
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General Crawford :

‘Headquarters P'iftii Army Corps,
Angiist 18, 1864—8 p. m.

You Lave done very well indeed in getting forward through that
difficult country so far. Make yourself as strong as you can and liold

on. I will try and re-enforce you by Bragg’s brigade in the morning,
and establish direct connection with the Ninth Cori)s pickets. We are

going to hold on here.

G. K. WAKREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 18, 1864.

[Major General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :]

General: I think the corn-field on our right can be carried by a
vigorous effort to-morrow, if you should consider it desirable. The
enemy will work hard to-night, and indeed was at work on his line

when I advanced this afternoon. 1 have two brigades in line of battle,

but the line is not a long one, as the First Brigade lost heavily when its

:flank was turned early in the action. There is a portion of the line

lunsupported. I sent the Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania to support my
right, which I propose to refuse before daylight. If my right is

covered a section of artillery can be used to advantage in any attack
upon the enemy’s i)ositiou in the corn-field. My loss has been severe
in officers and men.

S. W. CBAW’^FORD,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

P. S.—This note was written before yours was received. I am grati-

fied that you are satisfied with the advance made to-day. It was very
hard work.

S. W^ CRAWFORD,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—2.20 a. m.

General Parke:
Is there anything more than cannonading intended by the enemy so

far as you can ascertain ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

(Same to General Ord.)

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—2.30 a. m.

General Humphreys:
I have sent out to the division commanders. As yet no report. As

far as I can judge it has been simply a general cannonading. The
reports of musketry continue the same as early in the night. AVill

forward reports from division commanders as soon as received.

J. G. FARKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 18j 1864—2.50 a. m.

General Humphreys:
Generals Willcox and Ferrero report that cannonading began on our

riglit by the enemy and extended to the left. But little musketry dur-

ing the shelling. No report yet from left of onr line.

J. G. PABKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Before Fetershurg, Va.j A^lg^{st 18^ 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Potomac:

General: I have the honor to inclose copy of report of general of

the trenches. All is qniet on my front this morning. About 1.30

o’clock this morning a heavy artillery fire was oi)ened from both sides.

It commenced on the right by the enemy, and gradually worked to the
left until the entire front was engaged. From the new wmrks of the
enemy in front of the Third Division heavy mortar shells were thrown.
This firing lasted, with more or less fury, until 3.30 o’clock. In the
early part of the evening the enemy kept up an active musketry fire on
the Third Division front. During the cannonading the rebel infantry
fired a few shots in front of Second Division. General Potter, com-
manding Second Division, reports that his vedettes were warned by
the enemy not to be alarmed if shells should fall in our lines before
morning, as they intended shelling the negroes.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN G. PAPKE,

Major- General^ Commanding.

Will send list of casualties as soon as a report is received.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aug^ist 18, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding washes to know whether you have
ascertained anything further as to the probable cause of the cannonad-
ing during the night, and also about the number of casualties that
were incurred from it.

(Same to General Ord.)

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Afajor- General and Chief of Staff.

•Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Nothing definite has been ascertained as to the cause of the cannonad-
ing. General Potter reports that enemy’s pickets warned ours yester-
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day afternoon that not to be alarmed, they were going to shell the
negroes. The casualties have not been reported in full. I think, how-
ever, they will be slight.

G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18j 1864—12.15 p. m.

Major-General Parke :

I am instructed to inform yon that Major-General Warren had
reached the Weldon railroad near Blick’s house about 10 o’clock this

morning and is making a reconnaissance in force on the enemy’s right
flank, with directions if he finds a favorable opportunity to try and
carry their lines and gain the main ridge in rear of their front. The
major-general commanding enjoins great vigilance on tlie part of your
troops and prompt reports of any changes or movements on the part
of the enemy that be observed, and that yon be prepared, in the event
of General Warren attacking the enemy’s lines, to aid him by every
means in your xiower and for such operations as the commanding gen-
eral may find it desirable to undertake.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Ord.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18j 1864—1.45 p. m.

Major-General Parke, Commanding Ninth Corps

:

General Warren, in a dispatch dated 11 a. m., from the Blick house,
stated that he should throw out pickets to connect witli yours. The
commanding general directs that you throw forward that part of your
picket-line where it is refused from the enemy and bring it up in the pres-

ence of the enemy’s pickets, and connect with Warren’s pickets.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Kinth Corps,
August 18, 1864—2.10 p. m. (Received 3 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Hisj)atch of 1.45 received and its provisions will be carried out. I pre-

sume there are no maps that show the Blick house or upon which War-
ren’s iiosition may be indicated.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864.

Major-General Parke:
Yesj the Blick house is down on the maps. • Warren was near the

Blick house at a house called Flowers’ when he last reported, at 11
o’clock. He must have advanced considerably from that since. I will

ask Duane to send you at once a copy of max) eontaining the houses
named.

A. A. HUiMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 18^ 1864—6.30 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The following dispatch just received from Captain Gowan, of my staff.

I sent him out to establish the connection between General Warren
and my left.

JOHN G. PARKE,
Major- General.

August 18, 1864—4.30 p. m.
Major-General Parke,

Commanding Ninth Army Corps

:

General: I have just seen General Warren and find his right too
distant for us to connect with. He is on the railroad at the Blick house.
We are now moving that portion of General White’s brigade that was
refused forward, keeping the right of the brigade fast. When this is

done our left will be about a mile or a mile and a half from General
W[arren]’s right. This interval is picketed by cavalry. This is the best
we can do. I explained to General Warren how far we could come; he
appeared satisfied, and said the cavalry would keep up the connection.
General W[arren] does not seem to be very heavily engaged. There
is a little artillery firing now.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. GOWAN,

Acting Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18y 1864—8.15 p. m. (Received 8.30 p. m.)

Major-General Parke:
A division of the Second Corps will be sent to-night from Deep Bot-

tom to relieve some of your troops, which will be used to re-enforce

Major-General Warren. The major-general commanding directs that
you be prepared to withdraw one of your divisions and to send it to

General Warren upon the arrival of the division of the Second Corps,
which may not reach you until after daylight. The troops you send
should have four days’ rations on the person, some ambulances, some
ammunition wagons, and proper proportion of intrenching tools. The
commanding general desires that you will have in view the necessity
that may arise of sending additional re-enforcements to General War-
ren from your lines should the enemy withdraw largely from their lines

to attack him.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A ugust 18

j
1864—8.45 p. m.

Major-General Parke:
General Mott’s division is ordered to relieve a part of your troops.

His division is about 5,000 strong. A staft officer from here will be
sent you to learn at what points General Mott shall come up to your
lines and then meet General Mott and conduct him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters ISTinth Corps,
Atigust 18, 1864—9 p. m.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General : I have tlie lionor to report tliat nothing nnnsiial has trans-

pired on my front during the last twelve hours. General Potter, com-
manding Second Division, reports the enemy’s picket-line strengthened
during the day. The left of my line was swung rcmnd this p. m., as
ordered. It was found impossible, on account of distance, to connect
with the Fifth Corps. There is an interval of a mile, which is pick-

eted by the Third N'ew York Cavalry. General White, commanding
First Division, reports that the commanding officer of his riglit bri-

gade reports the enemy’s force in his front moving to our left, they
having been relieved by troops from the right.

JOHN G. PAEICE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Major-General Parke :

How many men will you be able to relieve with Mott’s division and
send to Warren?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—9.45 p. ni.

Major-General Parke :

General Mott’s division is between 5,000 and 0,000 strong. The com-
manding general desires you to send that number of your troops to

General Warren. General Ord has some 1,500 men in reserve that he
can dispense with. I will telegraph him to send them to you at once
and that will relieve more of your troops that should go to Warren as
soon as practicable. Please let him know where he shall send them.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General a^id Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—10 p. 7n.

Major-General Humphreys :

I propose relieving General Potter’s and General Willcox’s divisions.

They have about 4,000 men in the line. 1 proi)Ose to relieve the fatigue

party, 500 men, that arc now at work on the line. Is my order suffi-

cient to relieve them?
JOHN G. PAEKE,

Major- General.



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 283

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 18j 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Certainly; relieve tlie working P^D’ty, and send at least as many men
to Warren as are relieved by Ord and Mott.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Stajf.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18^ 1864—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Tbe eommanding general thinks it will be time enough to send the

men that Ord’s troops relieved at about 3 a. m. See that some one
takes them by the shortest route to Warren, probably by the Strong
house instead of the Williams house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18^ 1864—10.50 p. m.

Major-General Parke:
Have you any white troops to send in place of the 1,500 Ord will send

you ? They are white and black. MotUs division has 5,300 enlisted men
and 300 officers.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Uinth Army Corps,
August 18^ 1864. (Received 11 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys:
I have white troops to send in place of the 1,500 Ord will send

me, and also enough to send about the same number as will be re-

lieved by General Mott. This will include all the white troops, and
leave General Eerrero’s division on the line and in the redoubts on the
left.

JRO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 18

y
1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Ninth Army Corps:

General: I am informed by General Humphreys that you are going
to send me 1,500 men in the morning. Let them turn olf at the Will-
iams house. 1 intend also to establish a short picket-line from my right
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to yours in front of the large redoubt in the morning, if I can. please
have your picket-line informed of the probability of my men approach-
ing in that vicinity.

G. K. WAKREN,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Humphreys.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac^
August 18j 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
I will send you at least 1,500 men in the morning. I propose start-

ing them at 3 a. m., if relieved in season. I will notify General White,
in command of my left division, of your intention in reference to the
picket-line.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters NTinth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—11.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General White,
Commanding Division

:

General : Accompanying please find copy of a dispatch* received
from General Warren. Will you please notify the officers commanding
on your left of the generaPs intention in reference to the picket-line.

Please have your command prepared to march to re-enforce General
Warren to-morrow morning, in case you are relieved by other troops.

Your troops should have four days’ rations on their xiersons, and the men
supplied with ammunition. A few ambulances should be taken along.

If you are relieved it will be by a portion of General Mott’s division,

of the Second Corps, which will iirobably reach this iilace by daylight.

Lieutenant-Colonel Coale, chief commissary, has ordered rations and
will have them ready for distribution by 6 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JKO. G. PARKE,

Major- General, Commanding.

P. S.—Instead of carrying extra ammunition on the persons of the
men take it in wagons. Take also a proper proportion of intrenching
tools.

J. G. P.,

Major-General.

Headquarters Third Division,
August 18, 1864—8 a. m.

Captain Hutchins,
Assista^it Adjutant- General, Ninth Corps:

Captain : I have the honor to report that in the earlj’ part of the
evening the enemy kept up an active musketry fire on my front. At
about 1.30 a. m. a furious cannonading broke out, beginning on the
right, shot and shell being thrown at the batteries and rifie-pits, mostly
12-pv/anders, from nine points visible from Roemer’s battery. Roemei-,

See Warren to Parke, 10 p. m., i). 283.
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Twitchell, and Battery Morton were vigorously cannonaded, but no
casualties are as yet reported. The fire lasted one hour and a half

without cessation, after Avhich it continued, with intermissions, until 3.30

o’clock.

ery respectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Third Division,
• August 18. 1864.

Capt. Egbert A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Ninth Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has trans-

pired on my front during the last twelve hours, the same amount of

picket-firing and sharpshooting being kept up as heretofore.

Very respectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Xintii Corps,
August 18, 1864!

General Ferrero :

I inclose for your information a copy of an order * from army head-
quarters. Please be preiiared to execute its provisions as early as
practicable on receipt of orders.

Yours, respectfully,

JXO. G. PAKKE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Fourth Div., Xinth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

Captain Hicks,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Bivision, Ninth Army Corps

:

Captain: I have the honor to report tliat the picket-firing in the
early part of last evening was heavier than usual; also that about 1

o’clock this a. m. the enemy o])ened a very brisk artillery fire on our line

which continued until near 4 o’clock, during which we had eight men
wounded in the brigade.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. G. THOMAS,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Army oe the Potomac,
August 18, 1864.

Colonel Morgan,
Chief of Staff, Seeond, Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report all ([uiet this morning, and
that nothing new was observed during the night.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comnumding.

* See llumplircys to Parke, 12.15 j). m., p. 280.



286 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

City Point, August 18, 1804.

(Ivcceived 9.40 a. m.)
Major-General Butler :

Lieutenant-General Grant desires that you have the spare pontoon
bridge, now at Deep Bottom, thrown across the river near the lower
pontoon bridge so as to have two bridges with the best approaches that
can be got for Hancock’s use by dark to-night.

0. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide- de- Cam]).

Headquarters,
August 18, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Commandiyig, the., City Point:

We are garrisoning Fort Powhatan and Fort Pocahontas (Wilson’s
Landing) with lOO-days’ men, whose time is now quite out. We want
two regiments for that purpose. There must be now a large surplus of

new regiments of lOO-days’ men and others in and about Washington
and Baltimore. Can we not have some of these men, lOO-days’ regi-~

ments, ordered down? It will not do to lose either of these points.

It would shut us off from the river.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 18, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, &e.

:

Wilcox’s Wharf and Fort Powhatan must be held. No troops, how-
ever, can be had from Washington or Baltimore. They are calling on
me for troops to take the place of those now there soon to be dis-

(Farged. You will have to send some of your colored troops.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of A^irginia and North Carolina,
August 18, 1864—10.50 a. m. (Beceived 11.20 a. m.)

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Commanding, &c., City Point:

Did Warren make the move which was contemplated? AVe have
heard nothing on our front. I have heard no report of any result from
the lapid firing at Petersburg.

BENd. F. BUTLEB,
Major-Genera

I,
Commandin g.

City Point, August 18, 1864.

General Butler:
Our forces reached the AA'eldon road, meeting nothing but cavalry.

They captured a few men belonging to the (Seventh Confederate Cav-
alry.

U. S. GBANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Copy to General Hancock.)
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina,
In the Fieldj Aiujnst 18^ 1864—3.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding., &c.^ City Faint:

1 am informed from tlie lookout at Dutch Gap that a brigade of troops

are crossing Cox’s Ferry, going east,

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

A ugust '18j 1864—7.35 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer on Spring Hill reports that at 7.30 a. m.
seven cars, partly loaded with troops, passed the Junction toward
Richmond.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 18, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal olficer at Spring Hill reports that at 2.15 p. m.
‘dliree open cars loaded with railroad iron passed the Junction toward
Richmond.”

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Col. H. L. Abbot,
Froadtvay Landing

:

AVashington, August 18, 1864—p. m.

From 800 to 1,000 21-pounder shells are now ship])ed for you daily.

GEO. D. RAMSAY,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Ordnance,

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Near Veep Bottom^ August 18.„ 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

General: The major-general commanding directs me to advis(‘. you
that General Miles has been ordered to withdraw one of his brigades
Ifoui the right and place it near its former position. GeneraLMiles wiU
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inform you of tlie time of withdrawing this brigade, so that you can
make any further dispositions you deem necessary for the safety of

your right.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

ITdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Fields August 18, 1864—12 m.

Brigadier-General Turner,
Commanding Line of Intrenchments

:

Warren moved this morning at 8.30, the enemy’s pickets falling back
before him.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel, Chief of Staff:

Our casualties last night were 5 men killed, 1 officer and 14 men
wounded.

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864-—2.25 a', m.

General Humphreys :

It is nothing but a cannonade and mortar practice, with no definite

aim that I can tell.*

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

The enemy’s fire was principally on our reserve camp in the rear.

Owing to the men being in the trenches, the loss was slight—5 men
killed, 1 officer and 14 men wounded.!

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Atigust 18, 1864. (Eeceived 2.40 p. m.)

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff':

1 have in reserve three small brigades, principally colored. Shall 1

put them under arms'?
E. O. C. OED,

Major-General.

*In answer to Hninphreys of 2.20 a. in.
;
see p. 278.

t In answer to Huniiilireys of 10.30 a. m.
;
see p. 279.



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 289

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigust 18^ 1804—3.40 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

Your dispatcli in reference to reserves is received. The commanding
general wishes yon to exercise yonr own discretion in the matter. The
last dispatch from General Warren was dated 11 a. m.

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of iltaff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1(S, 1864—9.50 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

The major-general commanding thinks your reserve of 1,500 men
might be sent to General Parke’s trout and relieve some of his troops,

which he will send at once to General Warren. Please communicate
with General Parke, who is advised of this, and send the reserves as

soon as practicable.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eiuhteenth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

General Humphreys:
Some of enemy’s sharpshooters on opi)osite bank of Appomattox

rex)orted withdrawn this p. m. at 4 o’clock. Telegram to send reserve
of 1,500 to relieve part of Ninth Corps received. Will send them.

OED.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 18, 1864—11.15 p. m.

General Humphreys :

I have telegraphed to General Parke to send an officer to show my
reserve the ground they are to occupy. The troops are ready to march.
Difficulty in finding the ground and other delays will make it 2 or 3
o’clock before Parke’s men will be relieved.

E. O. 'C. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 18, 1864—10 p. m.

General Parke :

1 am directed to send you my reserve of 1,500 to relieve part of your
cor])S. How much space will they have to occu])v and who will show
it to them ?

OED.
19 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 18

j
1864—10,30 p, m,

Major-General Ord :

I am informed by Major-General Humphreys that you will relieve

some of my men. I propose that you should relieve General AVillcox.

He has from 1,000 to 1,200 men on the line and will have an officer to
show one of your officers the line to be occupied. His line is on the pro-
longation of your line to the left.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- Oeneral.

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 18j 1864.

Maj. Theodore Eead,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Eighteenth Army Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to state the officer commanding the division

sharpshooters reports that the enemy withdrew their sharpshooters
from the pits in front of the battery opposite the Beasley house this

afternoon about 1 o’clock, and have not since occupied them.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. CARE,
Brigadier- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. 1st Brig., 1st Div., 18th Army Corps,
August 18, 1864.

A telegram from headquarters Army of the Potomac has just been
received, which states that Major General Warren has reached the
Weldon railroad and is making a reconnaissance in force on the right

hank of the enemy, v/ith instructions to carry their lines and the main
ridge in rear of their front if a favorable opportunity presents itself.

The utmost vigilance is enjoined on the part of the troops and any
changes or movements on the part of the enemy will be reported at

these headquarters immediately.

By command of Col. A. E. Stevens

:

GEO. A. BEUCE,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 18, 1864—4 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

The major-general commanding directs that you strengthen the cav-

alry placed under the orders of General Warren by one of the regi-

ments on this side the Blackwater. The one that can be got to him
most readily should be sent.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 18, 1864—8 jp. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : Since receiving your order requiring me to send another
regiment to General Warren I have learned that he has only availed
himself of a portion of one of the two already directed to report to

him. The First District of Coliimbiaj has not moved, and only a por-

tion of The Third New York has gone. I notified General Warren that
Colonel Lewis had been directed to report to him with two regiments,
and he replied that he would communicate his orders to Colonel Lewis
as his' command moved out past Colonel Lewis^ headquarters, which
are immediately upon the Jerusalem plank road. Your orders have
been properly transmitted so far as my command is concerned, and the
third regiment has been directed to report to General Warren.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, , .

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 18, 1864.

Col. S. P. Spear,
Commanding Second Brigade, Cavalry Division ;*

I am instructed by the general commanding to inform you that the
Third New York, First District of Columbia, and Eleventh Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry were placed at the disposal of General Warren, who can
make such disposition of them as he wishes. If the First District ot

Columbia is needed by you General Warren’s order is all that is

necessary.
Yery .respectfully

,
your obedient servant,

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department,
August 19,1864—3'p. m,

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point:

The President directs me to express his gratification at your success
in pushing across and seizing the Weldon road. He thinks that a
lieavy blow to the enemy if you are able to hold it, as he hopes you
will.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Washington, August 19, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieut. Gen.U. S. Grant:
One of General Augur’s scouts insists tliat Longstreet’s corps and

Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry have passed through Culpeper on their way to

join Early. The information derived from this man has heretofore
proved very reliable. If this be true, the enemy is too strong for Sher-
idan.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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City Point^ Y August 19, 1864—7.30 ih m.
(Keceived 2,40 p. m. 20th.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

:

Oiir troops are firmly fixed across the Weldon road. There has been
little or no fighting to-day, either south of Petersburg or north of James
River. Warren reports that the enemy’s dead in considerable numbers
were found in his front this morning unbiiried. General Birney tele-

graphs General Butler, as follows:

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Jvffust 19, 1864.

The enemy attacked my line in heavy force last night and were repulsed with great
loss. In front of one colored regiment eighty-two dead bodies of the enemy are
counted. The colored troops behaved handsomely and are in line spirits. The
assault was in column, one division strong, and would have carried works not so
well defended. The enemy^s loss was at least 1,000.

Resi^ectfully,
1). B. BIRNEY,

Major-General.

We have had a great deal of rain about Petersburg this week and a
very grateful change in the temperature.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutena7it- General.

City Point, Va., August 19, 1864—8 p. m.
(Received 2.50 p. m. 20th.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck:
Pitz Lee’s cavalry and Kershaw’s division, of Longstreet’s corps, have

gone from here to the Valley. No other troops have gone, and with
the present distribution of troops here the enemy is much more likely

to withdraAv from the Valley than to send more there. The enemy’s
loss here this Aveek in killed, wounded, and captured cannot fall much
short of 4,000, if it does not exceed this number. They are now so

extended that they are forced to keep everyman on the watch, and from
accounts of prisoners are running their men to death shifting them from
one place to another. Sheridan bas a force about equal to the enemy,
and if the latter advances will have him at an advantage.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieuteiiant- General.

City Point, Va., August 19, 1864—9 p. in.

(Received 3 p. m. 20th.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, 1). C.

:

Tlie enemy came out this evening on Warren’s right, driving in the
pickets connecting between him and the left of our old line on the
Jerusalem plaiik road and forcing back the two right divisions of

Warren’s corps. A heavy fight took ])lace, resulting in the re-estab-

lishiug of our lines and the capture of a good many prisoners. The
prisoners were from lleth’s, Mahone’s, and Hoke’s divisions. We also

lost considerably in prisoners.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutena n t- General.
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General Grant:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—8 a. m.

OrPs reserves, consisting of two small brigades, were put in Parke’s
line last nigbt, permitting Willeox’s division to go to Warren. Mott’s
division has just arrived and will release men of the Mnth Corps to go
to Warren’s support. Warren reports, at 7 a. m., that he has driven
the enemy’s cavalry down to Reams’ Station

j
that the enemy are in force

in his front, having been at work all night intrenching. Reports from
pickets of the Ninth Corps would indicate a movement of the enemy to

their right—our left.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 19, 1864—8.50 a. m.

Major-General Meade:
I think General Hancock, by detaining a large force north of the

James, makes our force at Petersburg relatively as strong as it would
be if he was with it. It also seems to be a sensitive point with the
enemy. I am anxious to force the enemy to withdraw from the Valley
the re-enforcements he has sent to Early, and 1 think the best way to
do it is to threaten as long a line as possible. If, therefore, there is no
necessity for it, I shall not withdraw Hancock for the present.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—9.30 a. m.

General Grant:
Your telegram of 8.50 received. I will confer with General Warren

and advise you whether, in his judgment and mine, more troops are re-

quired on the Weldon road than those sent by Parke. My impression
now is that they are not, so long as the enemy is threatened on the
north bank of the James.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—10.20 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
Send the accompanying dispatch* of General Grant to General War-

ren, and say that General Parke in the course of the day will send
4,000 men in addition to the 2,000 taken by Willcox. Inquire whether,
in Warren’s judgment, these re-enforcements are sufficient for his pur-
poses, that I may reply to General Grant. General Warren should
at all hazards maintain his hold on the Weldon railroad, and, if prac-
ticable, to extend his line to connect with the Ninth Corps. At the
same time if the enemy can be pushed back nearer the lead-works, so
as to make the line shorter to the left of the Ninth Corps, it would be
desirable to do so.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

8ee Grant to Meade, 8.50 a. m., second, anie.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Atigust 19

j
1864—11 a. m.

General Grant:
Parke will be able to send Warren all bis white troops, amounting to

6,000. This will be ample for all Warren’s purposes, unless the enemy
re-enforce strongly from their troops now north of the James. I have
directed Warren to intrench himself strongly and to connect, if possible,

with the left of J the Mnth Corps; also, if practicable, to push the
enemy back to their works around Petersburg, they being now, as I

understand it, over a mile or more outside of these works.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—12.15 p. m.

General Grant:
I send dispatch just received from Warren.* I am going to see him.

The telegraph now runs to his headquarters.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General,

General Grant:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—8 p. m.

1 left Warren’s at 4 p. m. All quiet. At 4.30 the enemy drove in

the picket-line he had established connecting with our works on the
Jerusalem plank road, and, turning his right flank, interposed their

masses between Warren and Parke. Warren immediately attacked
them, and after a severe fight drove them back and re-established his

lines. I send you his dispatch,! just received. The roads are in a very
bad condition, and if it continues to rain there will be trouble in sup-
plying Warren.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, August 19, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
Your dispatch of 8 p. m. just received. I am pleased to see the

promptness with which General Warren attacked the enemy when he
( ame out. I hope he will not hesitate in such cases to abandon
his line and take every man to fight every battle, and trust to regain-

ing them afterward or to getting better. The enemy must have left

their line guarded by a single division.

H. S. CxEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

* See Warren to Humphreys, 11 a. m., p. 306.

tSee Warren to Humphreys, 6.50 p. m., p. 307.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1861—9.45 p. m.

General Grant :

I send dispatch* jnst received from Warren. I think he is not
aware that three of his regiments that were on picket are now in con-

nection with Parke’s pickets on the old line. This I get from Parke,
who said he could not find out w'hether these three regiments had any
connection with the rest of the Fifth Cor]>s. If Warren has included
them in the missing it will reduce his losses in this respect. I have
telegraphed him to inquire. I expect he will be attacked again in the
morning, as the enemy are very tenacious of their hold on the Weldon
road, and will not be likely to give it uj) without great effort.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major General.

City Point, Va., August 19, 1864—10.11 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, ffc. :

Gan you not spare Mott’s division from the line to re-enforce Warren ?

The enemy have evidently taken everything from their line and would
think of no attack except to dislodge our troops from the railroad. I

will bring Hancock back to-morrow night, and then the Tenth Corps
will relieve the Eighteenth, giving us more troops foot loose.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—11 p. m.

General Grant :

It will not be iiossible to withdraw Mott from the lines, for it would
leave the whole of the line recently held by the Fifth Corps to be held
by the colored division of the Ninth Corps, less than 4,000 strong.

Warren, I think, has men enough, provided the enemy do not re-enforce
from the James. Warren, witli his own coiq^s and the two divisions of
the Ninth Corps, ought to have, after his losses, nearly 20,000 men, and
I cannot believe the enemy ('an have over 12,000. 'WUth this prepon-
derance he ought not only maintain his lodgment on the railroad, but
should be able to drive the enemy into his fortifications. I have sug-
gested to him to try it to-morrow morning, as the way to stop any
further flanking by the enemy. I have, however, left it to his dis-

cretion, dependent on the temper of his men, of which he is a better
judge than I am. Instead of relieving the Eighteenth Corps, who are
familiar with the line they now occupy, I would suggest the Tenth
relieving Mott and the colored division of the Ninth that is holding the
lines up to the plank road. Then Hancock (iould go to the Weldon
road and the Ninth hold between the iilank and Weldon road.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

S«e Warren to lliiinplirey.s, 8.15 p. in.,p. 308.
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Special Orders,
|
War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,

Washington^ August 19j 1864.
* *

13. First Lieut. 0. C. Chaffee, Orduaiioe Department, is hereby relieved

from the operation of Special Orders, No. 268, August 12, 1864, from
this office, on account of ill health.

36. By direction of the President, Bvt. Maj. Gen. John G. Barnard,
U. S. Volunteers, and chief engineer of the armies operating in Vir-

ginia, is hereby assigned to duty according to his brevet rank.
* *

By order of the Secretary of War

:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- Geiieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Stajf

:

General : The prisoners sent in this morning from the Fifth Corps are
from Fry’s and Davis’ brigades, of Hetli’s division. They report that the
whole of that division moved down the railroad yesterday and engaged
the Fifth Corps. They all think that no other troops took their place
in the trenches. There are prisoners from Colquitt’s brigade, of Hoke’s
division, who say that that brigade is the only one of the division which
moved down the railroad. There are also prisoners from Hearing’s
cavalry brigade. This brigade is composed of the Seventh Confederate
Cavalry, the Fourth North Carolina, and the Sixty-second Georgia
llegiments. They are in W. H. F. Lee’s division. They have been
doing pi(.*ket duty from the right of their infantry line as far down as
the Gurley house. Barringer’s brigade were doing picket duty on their

right, extending from the Gurley house down toward Lee’s Mill. These
two brigades, they think, are all the cavalry left in that vicinity.

Prisoners all report that the enemy have no works between the lead-

works and the position now occupied by the Fifth Corps. They
heard of no troops coming from the north side of the James Eiver up
to the time they were captured. One deserter from the Sixth Virginia
Infantry, Mahone’s old brigade, reports that he went on picket night
before last; that his brigade Avas then in the trenches, and that only
two brigades of Mahone’s division (Wright’s and Perrin’s) have left our
front. He has not seen Harris’ brigade lately, and thinks it possible

that they may haA^e gone aAvay. Colquitt’s brigade has been lying in

reserve in the suburbs of Petersburg for some time past, and moved
down the railroad about 10 o’clock yesterday morning.

Very res])ectfully, your obedient servant.
J. McENTEE,

Captain, dec.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Genera: Five prisoners of Avar, taken by the Fifth Corps about 3

o’clock this afternoon, have just arrived here. They are from Colquitt’s
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and Clingman’s "brigades, of Hoke’s division. Olingman’s brigade was
relieved by Eansom’s brigade, of Jolinson’s division, this morning about
10 o’clock, and marclied down the railroad. Prisoners state that the
two mentioned are all the brigades of Hoke’s division which have left

their old position. They also state that Clingman’s, Colquitt’s, and
Mahone’s brigades made a charge on the left flank of the Fifth Corps
this afternoon about 3 o’clock. Up to the time they were captured the
enemy had only driven in or captured our skirmish line. They know of
no troops having arrived from the north side of the Appomattox. One
of the prisoners said he saw General I). H. Hill near the lead-works
this morning; another prisoner thinks that he is on General Beaure-
gard’s staff.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Ca])tain^ &g.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigiist 19^ 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Fointj Va. :

Heth’s division and Colquitt’s brigade are now in front of Fifth Corps
on railroad below lead-works. Colquitt’s is only brigade of Hoke’s
division which moved yesterday. Hearing’s cavalry, composed of
Seventh Confederate, Sixty-second Georgia, and Fourth Horth Carolina,
together with Barringer’s cavalry brigade, are also in front of Fifth
Corps. Deserter from Sixth Virginia, who went on picket night of 17th,
states that Mahone’s brigade was then in our front, and that Wright’s
and Perrin’s are the only brigades of Mahone’s division away from here.

J. McENTEE,
Captain., &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—11 p. m.

M ajor-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Twenty-two prisoners of Avar, in which two officers are
included, have just arrived from the Fifth Corps. They are from Col-
quitt’s, Clingman’s, and
addition to last rei)ort.

Very respectfully,

Mahone’s brigades, and report nothing in

el. McENTEE,
Captain, &c.

^lajor Fisher:
A few stragglers passing-

quiet. Camps unchanged.

Plank Hoad Bional Station,
August 19, 1864—6.30 a. m.

to onr left on lineof Weldon railroad. All

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.
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August 19, 1864—9.55 a. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer^ Headquarters Army of the Poto^nac:

The rebel signal stations report one brigade of our infantry and
eigbty-six wagons moving past Battery 5, toward our front. Colonel
B[rent] orders the rebel stations to keep a strict watch upon our move-
ments this a. m.

FULLER.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 19, 1804—9.05 a. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Officer:

The long train of box-cars reported to right of factory was moved at

8 this a. m. toward the enemy’s depot on Petersburg and Richmond
Railroad. All quiet.

A. C. JORDAN.

This is the only report left in telegraph office this morning.
OPERATOR.

Gibbon’s House Station,
August 19, 1864—6 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Offiicer, Army of the Potomac:

The camp of infantry reported as in the city yesterday has disap-

peared. Too much wind this a. m. to read enemy’s signals. No observa-
tion of account could be made after 10.30 a. m. on account of fog.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphrea's, Chief of Staff:

General : My lookout at the plank road station reports that at 5

p. m. a battalion of infantry came into view to the left of the lead-

works and halted, the rear being still covered. Four mounted men,
apparently officers, were at the head and moved on to our left. Owing
to the rain further observations could not be made. The lookout was
of the opinion that it was the head of a column of troops.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: The plank road lookout reports that a few stragglers are
passing southward on the Weldon railroad. This might indicate some
movement of troops before daylight. All (piiet. Camps unchanged.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Alajor and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac.
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City Point, Augunt 19^ 1864—10.15 a. m.

General Hancock:
Tlie enemy claim to have captured GOO prisoners from yon on Tues-

day and numbers at other times, making in all near 1,000. They also

claim to have captured many horses. How far are these statements
correct?

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Atignst 19^ 1864—10.30 a. m.
(Received 10.40 a. m.)

Maiior-General Hancock:
The enemy are moving troops to Petersburg. How many have gone

I do not know, but probably a division. If you can find an opportunity
to attack any weak iioint do not hesitate to do so. I think it will be
perfectly safe for you to have any portion of your lines guarded merely
with pickets, whilst all the balance of the force is being used as an
assaulting column.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19y 1864—11 a. m,

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Gregg reports that he does not know of any horses being
captured in his late fight. He had 300 killed and wounded and a few
mired in a swamp. He has 33 men missing, none of whom he believes
to be wounded.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—11.40 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

1 have sent for the list of missing to ascertain the number supposed
to liave been taken prisoners. 1 liave never heard of any liorses being
taken, nor have I heard of any prisoners being taken, excei)t that I

supposed .stragglers might have been. There may have been some loss,

but it was considered a matter of so small moment that it never was
presented to me in the light of captures by the enemy. When Gen-
erals Miles and Gregg were pressed back on the Charles City road some
men were missing, but it was sup])osed that they had been broken off

in the jungle and had straggled to the rear. General Miles that even-
ing reported 150 as unaccounted for, the most of whom he supposed he
could collect.

WlNFl) 8. HANCOCK,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19

j
1864—12.10 x). m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I liave not discovered anything going out of the enemy’s line in my
front, yet I am having careful examination made v ith a view to assault.

If, however, the lines appear to be well manned I cannot promise suc-

cess. A movement down the Charles City road with 6,000 or 8,000
infantry and the cavalry might be more successful than an assault on
the lines here; but if you consider an assault preferable I will make it

at the best point I can determine.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK.

City Point, Ya., August 19, 1864.

Major-General Hancock:
I did not intend to order how you should attack or whether you

should attack at all. Assault, if you think it can be done successfully,

and in the manner you deem best. All I have to say is that I feel no
doubt but you can use all your force upon any point you deem best.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, August 19, 1864—12.40 p. m.
(Eeceived 1 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock :

If you can possibly spare a brigade of cavalry to go to our left to

support the Fifth Corps, send it. There will be no necessity of waiting
for night to start it.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Axigust 19, 1864—2.40 p. m.

General Grant:
I have ordered one brigade of cavalry to report to General Meade.

The order went out a little before 2 p. m.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

]\rajor- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—4.25 p. m.

General Grant:
I have just returned from a careful examination of my line. My

commanders have also made careful reconnaissances. But one point is

seen where an assault is considered practicable, this being just below
the dam at Fussell’s Mill. The enemy’s line is about 200 paces from
our skirmish line. As to whether it can be held if taken, 1 cannot say.

I think I will try it at daylight in the morning. This place is filled

with men as close as though on ])arade. It is about the only place
where the pickets do not fire on each other.

V\ INF’H S. HANCOCK.
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General Grant:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Au(jiist IDj 1864—7 p. m.

Brigadier-General Girardey^s death is noticed in the i^apers of the

19th, and the following appears in the editorial:

The battles of Monday and Tuesday .—We have authentic information that in the
series of severe engagements fought on this side of the river during Monday and
Tuesday, culminating in the battle below White’s Tavern on Tuesday evening, our
entire loss—killed, wounded, and missing—does not exceed 1,000. Wo believe that

our killed will scarcely number 100. The enemy’s killed alone will exceed our losses

from all causes—the killed, wounded, and prisoners. Grant’s loss is not less than
7,000 or 8,000.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19^ 1864—7.10 p. m. (Eeceived 7.22 p. m.)

General Grant:
Desiring to carry out your wishes here, I have had, since my last tele-

graph, careful examinations of the onemy’s line by my chief of staff and
General Miles, to whom I propose to give the attacking column. They
are of the opinion I expressed to you, that by putting in a strong force

at a certain point on my line we can break through the enemy’s line,

probably capturing 300 or 400 prisoners and possibly two guns, but
that it is a question as to whether we could hold it, as the point to be
attacked presents no peculiar feature and is not as high as the sur-

rounding ground. It is an important question hoAv many men the
enemy have opposite me now. I can only say their pits are well tilled.

1 Avould like to know the latest information you have on this point, and
I would like your views on the matter of the assault, as you know what
is occurring elsewhere as well as here. A rebel i^aper of 19th speaks
of the engagements here, some admitting 1,000 casualties, claiming
that we had 1,000 killed. They do not claim many i)risoners.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

City Point, August 19, 1864—8 p. m.
General Hancock:

I have no information of the withdrawal of any troops from the north
side of the river further than I telegraphed you to-day, and those
proved to be cavalry and in less numbers firobably than a division. I

do not think it advisable to assault unless you feel satisfied that you
will gain a decided advantage. 1 Avant i)rincipally the enemy so occu-
l)ied that he cannot send off any of his forces, and attacks made only
Avhen he leaves a Aveak place or where he can be surprised. From your
description I hardly think it advisable to let General Miles attack in
the morning, but you are a better Judge of this matter than I am. Ex-
ercise your own Judgment.

U. 8. GKANT,
Lieutendnt- Genera!

.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19, 1864.

General Grant:
Your dispatcli is received. I liad almost completed my preparations

for attack and Loped to be successful, but with the proviso that a
division of infantry had been Avithdrawn by the enemy. With tlieir

force not diminished I should anticipate a seA^ere fight after carrying
the line, Avithout any advantage on my side, as my force aa^ouRI be con-

siderably disorganized by the assault. I suppose I could fight 14,000
men, of which 3,000 are on picket, not including Gregg’s remaining bri-

gade of cavalry. After reading your dispatch I liaA^e concluded not to

assault in the morning, but to perfect my arrangements and take ad-

vantage of any weakening of the enemy hereafter. The rain to-night
softens the ground so Avhere I Avish to place artillery in close proximity
to the enemy, making it A^ery difficult to move 12-pounders, and I am,
therefore, willing to postpone for this additional reason. These pieces
have to be put in position by hand. Gregg has 1,G00 cavalry here.

WIJS^F’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 19, 1864—9.30 p. m.
(Received 10.40 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock:
Hoke’s, Heth’s, and Mahone’s divisions came out and attacked War-

ren this evening. A heavy fight ensued, with considerable loss in pris-

.

oners captured on each side. As Ave understand, Johnson’s division is

also at Petersburg. This leaves Wilcox, Pickett, and Field, with the
possibility of part of Pickett’s division gone to theYalley, to guard
from Petersburg to the James and to confront you on the north side.

There must be a weak point somewhere.
H. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

(Copy to General Butler.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—10.40 'p. m. (Received 11.50 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

' Your dis])atch is received. According to my information, Avhich is

necessarily imperfect. Field and Wilcox are here, and Wright’s brigade,
of Wilcox’s division. These troops must number nearly as many men
as I have, now that Mott is absent. From what General Birney informed
me last night, I imagined that Pickett had left General Butler’s front.

I shall try and avoid being deceived here by the enemy Aveakening
materially their force, and am willing to try whether the Aveak point is

here or not,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19j 1864—11 }). m.

General Grant :

That you may know exactly how matters are here, I will say that I

consider a much larger force necessary liere for the offensive than for

the defensive; and though I should have to contract my lines, I can
still spare a division of Tenth Corps and maintain a respectable show
here. This is sent you on the supposition that you really feel desirous

of calling for some of my force, as I have not been able to force the
enemy here yet.

WINFD S'. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—12 m.

General Grant:
Richmond Examiner of to-day has following telegram

:

Peteksburg, August 18, 1864.

A force of the Fifth Corps of the enemy, assisted hy cavalry, broke through our cav-
alry lines and succeeded in reaching the Weldon railroadjust above Six-Mile Station,
tearing up a portion of the road, some say as much as two miles. H. H. Walker’s
and Davis’ (Mississippi) brigades coming on the raiders, a sharp fight ensued, the result

of which is not fully ascertained. One hundred and fifty-eight prisoners, including
eight officers captured in the fight, have arrived here. The enemy is in retreat by
the latest advices. The prisoners say the movement had a twofold object, to draw
troops from our front, in order if possible to charge on works, and, secondly, to break
the road. General Frank Gardner has been assigned to the Defenses of Mobile. Two
thousand men are reported as having advanced from Pensacola toward Mobile.

I will send you the paper by tbe mail-boat in the morning.
WINK’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—8.45 a. m. (Received 9.45 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General Warren had a sliarp engagement with the enemy yesterday
afternoon, but held his position, which is on the Weldon railroad, about
a mile this side of the Blick house. The enemy were re-enforcing in
front of Warren all yesterday afternoon and last night. General Mott’s
division relieved a ])ortion of the Ninth Corps this morning, and the
troops so relieved have gone to Warren. Nothing decisive has as yet
resulted from the movement of the Fifth Corps. At about 2 a. m. last
night the enemy opened from several of his- batteries in front of the
Ninth and Eighteenth Corps. All is cpiiet now.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Confidential ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Circular,

j August 19, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant desires an assault made on some part of
the line to-day. Commanding officers wall tlierefoie satisfy themselves
how' many troops they can spare for such a ])urpose, whether on their
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own line or not. It is the instruction of the major-general command-
ing' to leave the line pretty much with the pickets to hold, and to use
nearly all his force for assault, if mad(‘. Commanders will have their

lines carefully examined and carefully watched for any practicable

point that may exist or any sign of weakness that may be shown. Two
days’ rations will be issued at once.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
F. A. WALKER,

Assistan t Adjutant- Genera 1.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
A^Kjust 19, 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. A. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Seeond Corps:

Colonel: In reply to your telegram I have the honor to report that
151 are missing in this command, all from the Second Brigade, of which
102 are supposed to be taken prisoners.

I am, colonel, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
G, MOTT,

Brigadier- General of Yolnnteers.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 19, 1804—8.4.0 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

1 have the honor to report that prisoners taken by my pickets say
that they broke through General AVarren’s right, through the Thirteenth
[Nineteenth ?] Indiana. The Seventh Wisconsin connects with my left,

but report no connection on their left. Prisoners report three brigades
as the attacking force, commayded by Archer, Clingman, and Malione.

A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigad ier- Genera I.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
August 19, 1864.

Col. John Pulford,
Commanding Second Brigade:

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that the regi-

ments belonging to General Bragg’s brigade be ordered by you to join

your line the lirst thing in the morning, following the telegraph line.

You will give the necessary attention to this matter, so as to have Gen-
eral AVarren’s request (as above) carried out. General AVarren tele-

graphs at the same time that he has made his arrangements to tight

at daybreak if the enemy chooses
5

if not, he will re-establish the line

at that time. If the fight should take place and the line not be re-estab-

lished, you will refuse your left somewhat, throwing out vedettes sulfi-

cient to keep up a connection. This matter must be attended to

promi)tly.

1 am, colonel, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,

M((jor and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1861—5 a, m,

Major-General Humphreys:
I send twenty-one prisoners taken yesterday. One of them, FT. B.

Smith, Twelfth Tennessee, says he is a deserter, and is disx)Osed to he
communicative.

G. K. WARBE^n,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864. (Received 7 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of ^taff:

Colonel Spear lias driven the enemy^s cavalry pickets as far down
the railroad to within a mile of Reams’ Station, and pickets all the roads
between that iioint and this coming in from the west. I have directed
him to Avithdraw the District of Colnmhia cavalry. General Ayres
reports as follows : The enemy are in force on our front. They were
at work most of the night strengthening their position. Picket-firing

is going oh to some extent.” I have not received any rejiort this morn-
ing from General Crawford. 1 have sent out for him to make connec-
tion with his lines Avitli the Ninth Corps. General Willcox has arrived
and is now near the Gurley house.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—8 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

General Crawford reports that there is no apparent change in the
position or force of the enemy in his front, except that they have
retired their skirmish line about 300 yards opiiosite the front of his left

brigade. The skirmish line of that brigade has been advanced, accord-
ingly, xireserving the connection with the skirmishers of the Second
Division.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the INjtomac,
August 19, 1864—10.45 a. m.

Major-General Warren:
The accompanying dispatch* from Lieutenant-Cfeneral Grant to the

major-general commanding is sent for your information and guidance.
In addition tothe2,000 men under Willcox, 4,000 men from General Parke
Avill reach you during the day. The major-general commanding desires
to know Avhether, in your jinlgimmt, these re-enforcements are suflicient

for your imrposes. You sliould at all hazards maintain your hold on the
Weldon railroad, and, if practicable, extend your line to connect Avith

* See Graut to Meade, 8.50 a, in., p. 293.

20 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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the Ninth Corps. If the enemy can be pushed ba('k nearer to the lead-

works so as to shorten the line connecting with the left of the Ninth
Corps it is desirable that it should be done.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I think with the force you are sending me it will be safe

to trust me to hold on to the railroad. I have been all the morning
endeavoring to get up a iiroper connection with the Ninth Corps as close

to Petersburg as possible, and have met no obstacle except tlie dense-
ness of the woods, which seems to be a great difficulty to the officers in

charge of the line. We are, however, progressing. The enemy left a
good many dead on the ground we fought on yesterday. There are
some indications that his main force has been withdrawn to Petersburg
defenses, leaving a thin line in his intrenchments here. I am making
every exertion to ascertain this. The destruction of the railroad

depends so much upon the ability to burn the ties that it looks unprom-
ising now.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—12.10 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
Your telegram of 11 a. m. just received. General Humphreys is

absent. As it is now determined to maintain our lodgment on the
railroad, its destruction becomes a matter of secondary importance.
There is some delay in relieving Parke’s troops, owing to the covered
ways being filled with water. He is ordered to send them to you by
brigades as fast as relieved. Is there not a shorter road for the infantry
to move than by the Williams house? I am now on my way to visit

you.
GEO. G. MEADE,
^ Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—i p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corpus:

A dispatch from Lieutenant-General Grant to the major-general com-
manding, dated 3 p. m., states a brigade of cavalry has been ordered
to report to you and that 200 railroad men have been sent to you to

destroy the railroad.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19j 1864—4.15 p. in.

Major-General Meade :

The enemy have just broken through the picket of General Bragg,
between his brigade and the Kinth Corps. My troops are in position

and I will give him a good turn.

G. K. WAEREK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19j 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following dispatch from the plank road signal sta-

tion is respectfully forwarded

:

2.30 p. M.

The rear of a column of infantry (about two brigades) moved to our left between
1.45 and 2.15 p. m. on line of Weldon railroad. Head of column could not be seen
on account of rain. Many stragglers followed. Battery in our front opened on a
brigade of infantry passing by our station to the left. Battery near station is reply-
ing.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Fotomac.

[Indorsement.]

Received 4 p. m.
Respectfully forwarded for information of Major-General Warren.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Alajor- General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19j 1864—6.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that upon the arrival of the
brigade of cavalry from Gregg’s division and of the railroad men you
send them with a brigade of infantry and some artillery to clear the
enemy from Reams’ Station and destroy the railroad as far south from
your position as practicable. The commanding general directed General
Parke to collect some reserve troops and drive back the enemy that
had broken through the picket-line near his left, and re-establish the
line.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19j 1864—6.50 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
The enemy broke through the line I had just established between my

position and that on the plank road, and moving rapidly on my right
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flank, compelled tlie whole of Crawford’s and Ayres’ divisions to fall

back. A heavy fight took place, and the whole line has been regained,
taking many prisoners. They are from Mahoneys, Heth’s, and Hoke’s
divisions. Our loss is heavy, being considerable in prisoners. I will

report more definitely when I get returns.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAEREI^,

Major-General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—7.40 iJ. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The commanding general desires to know whether you have re-estab-

lished the picket-line where it was broken on your right. Upon his

return he met your supply train on the Williams house road going out.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS, '

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19p 1864. (Eeceived 8.15 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

I have made arrangements to connect my picket-line to-night along
the road by Aiken’s. Potter’s division is at Aiken’s. We will

straighten up all we can to-night and be ready for fight if necessary in

the morning.
G. K. WAEEEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—8 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your dispatch announcing the falling back of Crawford and Ayres,
and the subsequent driving back of the enemy and re-establishment of
the line is received. The commanding general thinks you should make
the connection with the intrenchments at the plank road to-night with
the re-enforcements sent you to-day, and that they should intrench
there.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—8.15 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
I find my losses in prisoners have been very considerable. Nearly all

of the Pennsylvania Eeserves are missing and a great many in the
other brigades of General Crawford. Cutler’s division Avill not be much
reduced when Ave get it together. Ayres has lost very heavily and
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General Hayes is missing. We have possession of all ground fought
over, numerous prisoners, and two stand of colors. I do not think it

possible to establish the line across to-night as suggested in your dis-

patch. I have Willcox and White in good position to maintain my
position. They have both been engaged. Potter’s men did not get
further than the Aiken house and I have stationed them there for to-

night. We are well disposed as we can be against the enemy if he
attack in the morning. The enemy everywhere fell back from our attack
to-night in confusion, and if the troops had only held a little against the
hank attack they could have stood it. If I could reoccupy the liue of

the picket which was broken to-day I would not think it advisable. We
will try it in the morning if not attacked, and if we are we are just right

now.
Kespectfully,

G. K. WAPPEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19j 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
I am delighted to hear the good news you send, and most heartily

congratulate you [and] your brave officers and men on your success. It

will serve greatly to inspirit the whole army, and proves that we only
want a fair chance to show our capacity to defeat the enemy. I hope
he will try it again. In the ineantime I would try and get the Ninth
Corps on the left to prepare a line and slash it well, so as to secure the
connection with the plank road. Parke has a few available troops and
I will direct him to occupy as much of the line with them as he can.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—9.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
The Seventh Wisconsin Pegiment and, I believe, an Indiana regiment

were cut off during the break this afternoon and are now with the left

of General Mott’s line. I have directed General Mott to use his utmost
to re-establish the connection with your right.

JNO. G. PAPKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Atigust 19, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
I send you a dispatclp- just received from the lieutenant-general com-

manding. It will not be ])ossible to withdraw Mott, as he suggests, as
it would leave the whole of the line recently held by your corps to be
held by the colored troo]).s, less tlian 4,()()() strong. A deserter has
come in to I^arke who belongs to a bi igade of Ileth’s yet in our front.
He says only two of Heth’s brigades went up to the railroad. On this

Sec Giiiiit to Meade, 10.11 p. in., p. 295.
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I do not rely, but tbe fact of liis brigade being in our front .shows that
all of Hetb’s is not in your front. Some prisoners taken this p. m. by
Parke’s people say the attack on your right flank was made by three
brigades, one of Mahone’s and two of Hoke’s division. I think you
have in your front nearly all of Heth’s, three brigades of Mahone’s and
two of Hoke’s, probably a division and a half, say 10,000 men. Could
you not attack them to-morrow with all your force before they are
re-enforced from the north of the James? I think if your men are in

good spirits it will be your best chance, but I only make the sugges-
tion.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

4
Headquarters Fifth Arma^ Corps,

^
August 19^ 1864. (Deceived 12.15 a. m. 20th.)

Major-General Meade:
We are prepared with the supports you have given us of thehTinth

Corps to try to hold our own. We have lost in numbers but not in

morale. The same number of our troops could not be better situated

to show their strength than we are now, and it would be more satisfactory

to me to have Mott’s division retained with Parke than to have it here.

If we are not strong enough to beat the enemy we cannot be taken. I

have given orders to advance at daylight in every direction and will

govern my movement according to the developments under your sanc-
tion where it is practicable.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- Genera

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 19, 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
General Potter is now moving to join you with a portion of the Second

Division. The other brigade will follow as .soon as relieved. He will

have, all told, about 2,400 infantry. He has been instructed to report
to you. General Willcox left this a. m. to report to you. I presume he
has joined you ere this. General White will follow soon.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Arma^ Corps,
August 19, 1864—10.30 p. m.

General Parke:
1 wish you would give directions to those regiments of General

Bragg’s brigade to join us the first thing in tlie morning, following the
telegraph line. I have made my arrangements to tight at daybreak if

the enemy chooses
;
and if not, we will re-establish the line and put

your corps on it. Your corps fought bravely to-day.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.
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Headquarters First Hiausion, Ninth Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 19, 1864.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

General: I liave tlie honor to state that I am directed by Major-
General Parke, commanding the Ninth Corps, to move my command to

your position and report to you for further instructions. My command
is now being relieved by other troops, and will be ready to move within

two or three hours. I therefore respectfully request that the bearer,

Captain Howe, of my staff, be informed as to the proximate ])osition I

am to occupy, in order that the command may be guided there by
him.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JULIUS WHITE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—3.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Griffin,
Commayiding First Division:

General: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you
that the enemy are reported moving down on General Ayres’ and Col-

onel Lyle’s front in heavy force. He directs you to at once put your
command in readiness to move to the front and keep so until dark.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—9 a. m.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding Second Division

:

General: The major-general commanding desires you to have the
timber in front of your line slashed as much as imssible, so as to make
it as strong as you can, and inform him frequently of the practicability
of forcing the enemy’s line back. General Willcox’s division, 2,000
strong, has arrived to our support. As soon as practicable jilease send
in an aiiproximate list of your casualties.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
• FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
P. S.—If you need more axes for slashing i)urposes let me know.
(kSame to General Crawford.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1861—9.30 a. m.

General Ayres:
Tlie fact of the enemy leaving liis dead on the ground may indicate

that he has withdrawn to Petersburg and may have only a tliin line in
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liis breast-works. 1 wish yon would use every exertion to make out
the real state of the case. I will send Hayes’ dispatch* to Crawford
with the same request I iiiake of you.

G. K. AVARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Angtist 19j 1864—'9.J25 a. m.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commandmg Second Division :

General: The major-general commanding thinks you had better

try and push the enemy’s pickets, so as to see as far aliead as j^ou can,

and let him know as soon as practicable what is the result.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adj iitant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 19y 1864.

The brigadier-general commanding division directs that the above
order be executed at once, and the result reported.

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres:
GEO. L. CHOTSY,

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Colonel Dushane will keep up the connection with the pickets on his

right.

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres :

GEO. L. CHOISY,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 19, 1864—1.10 p. m.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report sharp picket-firing on Colonel
-Lyle’s front for a short time. It has ceased. From all information that
can be gained it is believed that the enemy’s line of battle is along the
woods beyond the corn-field. It is supposed the picket-fire is sus-

pended to allow us to bury theirs and our dead. I ordered that done
and a list of the numbers sent in. My operations of yesterday termi-

nated satisfactorily in the repulse of the enemy’s attempt to drive us
from this position. I state this, as it may be thought by some because
my line temporarily broke that I was repulsed. When the attack was
made 1 was on the defensive. It was the enemy’s attack. Aly ])icket-

line has been luished to tlie front of the woods. That is a better posi-

tion for it than where it was yesterday; it then being in acorn-field
had a very limited lield of vision. When it fell back (the Twelfth U. S.

Infantry com])osed it) it brought off all its wounded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. B. AYRES,
Brigadier- Genera I, Commanding.

See Hayes to Choisy, 9 a. in., p. 313.
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Headquarters First Brioade,
Angiist 19, 1864—9 a. m.

Lientenaiit Choisy,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second IHv., Fifth Army Corps :

Sir: Onr x>icket-lii]e on the left of railroad has advanced to front

of woods taking- fifty of enemy’s dead. His line at this point is prob-

ably beyond corn-field. Our pickets occupy his works on front of

woods. On right of railroad Colonel Lyle’s pickets have not advanced
to front of woods. Our wounded report enemy moving to our left.

We are bringing off our killed and wounded.
J. HAYES,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters First Brigade,
A ugust 19, 1864—^.30 p. m.

Lieutenant Choisy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The officer of picket in front of my line reports the enemy sending
heavy columns to our left across the railroad. Colonel Lyle has moved
to right. I have jdaced Twelfth U. S. Infantry in front line on right of

railroad. I will endeavor to ascertain how heavy the columns are.

Yours, &c.,

JOSEPH HAYES,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters First Brigade,
A ugnst 19, 1864—3 p, m.

Lieutenant Choisy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General:

Tlie enemy are showing a heavy force in our front in corn-field.

Colonel Lyle had a report twenty minutes since that the enemy were
moving down on us in line of battle.

JOSEPH HAYES,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—9.15 a. m.

General Crawford:
I send you a dispatch just received from Ayres.* It seems to indi-

cate that the enemy has withdrawn. I wish every x>racticable effort

made to ascertain. Have Lyle advance as Hayes has done.
(i. K. WAPBEII,

Major- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 19, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Corps:

Colonel: Tlie Third Brigade (Colonel Hartshorne) on the right of
the division remains unchanged, the line ranging from 150 to 200 yards

Sec Hayes to Clioisy, 9. a. m., third, ante.
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from tlie enemy’s main line of works, wlio appear in tlie same force as

yesterday. The Second Brigade (Colonel Wheelock) remains the same
as last evening, both line of battle and skirmish line. The skirmish
line is about 150 yards in front of the battle line, and ' abont the same
distance from the enemy’s line of works. No apparent change in the
force or line of the enemy. The First Brigade (Colonel Lyle) also

remains unchanged, connecting on the left with the Second Division.

The skirmish line of the enemy has retired 300 yards to the. center ot

the corn- field and Colonel Lyle has advanced his skirmishers to near
the edge of woods. Wounded men report that m retiring the enemy
gained ground to their right.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CEAWFOBD,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 19, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Army Corps

:

Colonel : There is no apparent change in the position or force of the
enemy in my front, except that they have retired their skirmish line

about 300 yards opposite the front of my left brigade. The skirmish
line of that brigade has been advanced accordingly, preserving the con-
nection with the skirmishers of the Second Division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFOED,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 19, 1864. .

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : The connection with the Ninth Corps pickets is formed.
They connect about one-fourth of a mile from the Aiken house, bearing
10 degrees north of east. I shall make the line as straight as iiossible.

V ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—10.15 a. m.

General Crawford :

From what I call learn by Major Roebling, you have not got the con-
nection with the Nintli Corps at all wliere I Avanted it. 1 wish it to
begin on the extreme right of the reserves, then in a northeast direction
to the angle in the picket-line where T Avent Avith you, if it can be done.
If not, then as nearly there as you can. Tliis will enable the line to
watch the enemy toAvard Petersburg; A\ill not take halfthe men you now
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have on, and will relieve much of the Ninth Corps pickets. I sent Cap-
tain Cope to aid in this, but he has not returned yet. You will have to

stir this matter up.

Kespectfully,
Ct. k. warren.

Major- General.

P. S.—General Bragg’s line will have to be taken away from where
it now is and put where I want it, and he must superintend it person-

ally and not employ a staff officer.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 19y 1864.

[Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :]

General: I have retaken the intrenchments but there is no connec-

tion with my right. Hartranft’s brigade, of Willcox’s division, has
only advanced as far as the road to my rear which they picket. My
force is not strong enough to stretch out. I beg you will order that the
connection be made to-night. I have a rebel color. The enemy burst
in Bragg’s brigade on my right and came down the line. Our artillery

threw shells into our own intrenchments on my left, and greatly em-
barrassed the men. 1 have lost Hartshorne and Carle and was once
surrounded myself.

Very respectfully,

S. W. CRAWFORD,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Captain Bache has just reported with General Mott’s division.

General Willcox’s division got off between 4 and 5 o’clock. He had, by
the last return, 2,115 equipped men.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

General Parke:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864. (Received 9.20 a. m.)

How many men will you be able to relieve with Mott’s division and
send to Warren

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
Aiigust 19, 1864—9.25 a. ni.

General Meade :

1 will be able to relieve Potter’s and Wliite’s divisions—about 4,000
men. White’s can be relieved at once and sent to Warren. There may
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be some (bfficalty in relieving Potter’s owing to the water holes in the
covered ways compelling the trooi^s to expose themselves; still we will

attempt it. Officers are now conducting Mott’s men to their positions.

General Mott will relieve a brigade of Ferrero to-night. General Will-
cox got off about 5 a. m.

;
as yet no report from him.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19

j
1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Will you please let me know when General Barnard arrives. I will

inform you the moment that Potter’s and AVhite’s divisions are relieved

and ready to march. Shall I order them to move to Warren as soon as

relieved without further orders ?

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19

,
1864—10.40 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Have the last of the troops relieved by Mott’s division begun to

move to Warren yet? Please report the disposition of the troops hold-

ing the intrenchments in your front as soon as it is completed.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Arma^ Corps,
August 19j 1864—10.45 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Yours of 10.40 received. Mott’s troops are now relieving Potter and
White. As soon as relieved I will report.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 19j 1864—10.50 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Your dispatch of 10.30 a. m. is received. Potter and White vshould

move to Warren as soon as lelieved, without waiting the one for the
other or for further orders. I will let you know when General Barnard
arrives, and if you cannot leave your headcpiarters he can go to you.
Are you at Burnside’s old headquarters?

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Mott’S Left Brigade,
Chieves^ House, August 19, 1864—7,30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Colonel Pnlforcl, commanding Mott’s left brigade, reports that the
break was made through General Warren’s picket-line, three regiments
to the left of our connection. The colonel thinks that the enemy then
turned to their right and were engaged by General Warren’s troops.

Colonel Pulford’s men have 25 enlisted men and 2 officers prisoners,

who state that they became detached from the command and lost.

Some of them were stretcher-bearers, and say they belong to Hoke’s
brigade, Mahone’s division. Colonel Pulford had strengthened his

line, and preserves his connection with Warren’s regiment on our left.

Colonel Pulford has sent out to ascertain, if possible, from those regi-

ments of the Fifth Corps if their connection with the main body is per-

fected. General Mott and I will remain here until we hear from this

connection.
JNO. G. PAPKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Has the picket-line been re-established between your left and War-
ren’s right? Do you know anything of the force of the enemy that
broke it—that is, what became of it?

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the I^otomao,
August 19, 1864—8 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

General Warren reports that the enemy, after breaking through the
picket-line on his right, compelled Crawford and Ayres to fall back. A
heavy fight ensued, and the ground was regained and the line re-estab-

lished. Many prisoners were taken from Heth’s, Mahone’s, and Hoke’s
divisions. General Warren is directed to establish his line to connect
with yours to-night. The commanding general wishes you to aid in this

with such available force as you have.
A. A. HUMPHPEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—9.15 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have just returned from the Chieves liouse and found your two
dispatches of 7.45 and 8 j). m. My dispatch from tlie Chieves house
gives all the information I coidd a(jquire.* Your dispatch, 8 p. m., I

* See 7.30 p. m., third, ante .
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have forwarded to General Mott and requested that he do all in his
power to re-establish the connection with General Warren. I do not
consider that the negro troops are fit for such a service, under the cir-

cumstances, but should the cominaoding general desire it I will direct

that a portion of these be employed in this service.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19j 1864—9.30 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

A deserter has just come in from the line of intrenchments
;
says he

left the enemy’s picket-line
;
belongs to the Forty-eighth North Carolina,

Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division. Says two brigades of Heth’s division
have gone down to the Weldon railroad—Walker’s and Davis’.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—9.50 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

A dispatch from General Warren, just received, shows that his troops
do not occupy the same line as before the fight. He says he will con-
nect his picket-line to-night along the road by Aiken’s and straighten
up all he can, and if not attacked to-morrow morning will endeavor to

re- establish the line of to-day. I sent him your dispatch about his

three regiments. Connect your picket-line Avith his to-night. His
troops do not extend to his right farther than the Aiken house unless
I misapprehend his dispatch. He does not consider it practicable or

desirable to connect his troops Avith yours to-night and intrench them
there.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General aiid Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—10.40 p. m. -

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Have the last of the troops relieved by Mott’s division begun to

moAm to Warren yet? Please report the disposition of the troops
holding the intrenchments in your front as soon as it is completed.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19, 1864—10.50 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

A dispatch from Lieutenant-General Grant suggests to the major-

general comuiandiug sending Mott’s division to General Warren.
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Wliile tlie commanding’ general does not think all of Mott’s division

could be spared, yet supposes you may be able to detach some part of

it to General Warren. He desires to knoAV about this and Avhat part

of it can, in your judgment, be spared.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—11.45 m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The dispatch of 10.50 just received. General Mott’s entire division

is in position on the line. One brigade of his might be spared by
returning the brigade of colored troops to their old position on the line.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
• Major-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—12.15 jg. m.

General White,
Commanding Division, Ninth Corps, or

COMMANDINO OFFICER TrOOPS EeLIEVINO GENERAL WHITE:
Sir: I have just received the inclosed dispatch from General War-

ren. The Strong house is not far distant from the Jones house, a little

to the south of west. You will perceive that this materially shortens
your original line. General Warren has directed his picket-line to

move forward. You should direct your left 'to move forward in con-
nection Avith General Warren’s, preserving the alignment and-your con-

nection to the right. Please be on the lookout for any movement of
the enemy.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. G. PAEKE,

Major- General, Commanding.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—11 a. m.

General Parke:
General : I have thrown nn infantry picket across from my right,

striking yours at the Strong house. I have taken off the cavalry that
connected with yours, and all that part of your line south of the Strong
house can be Avithdrawn. My jiicket-line is directed to moA^e forAvard,
and I hope to get it to the front so as to connect Avith your most Avest-

ern point.

Eespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN.
Major-General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1804.

Brigadier-General White,
Commmiding Division

:

General: Major-General Warren directs me to say that you will

bring your command to this point by the most direct route, and cam])
for the present near General Willcox, whose location will be pointed
out to ycm on your arrival.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED, T. LOCKE,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistayit Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864—3.45 ]). m.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Division

: ^

General: Major-General Warren directs me to inform you that the
enemy are reported moving down in force on General Ayres’ front, also

in front of Colonel Lyle. He desires you to have your command at

once put in readiness to move to the front, and keep it so until dark.
I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 19, 1864. (Ecceivcd 10 p. m.)

General Parke:
The corps did finely to-day. General Warren compliments us highly.

Hartrauft and White stood the brunt of Mahone’s division and cap-

tured some prisoners. Humphrey recaptured some works temporarily
lost and captured 6 officers and 48 men. Potter got up just in time to

save the road of communication.
O. B. AYILLCOX,

Brigadier- General.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Fourth Div., Xinth Army Corps,
Wear Petersburg, Ya., August 19, 1864—6.30 a. m.

Captain Hicks,
A,9st. Adjt. Gen., Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps

:

Captain: I have the honor to make the following report: Tliere

was very heavy cannonading along our lines from 11.30 to near morn-
ing. Capt. George D. Moore, Twenty-third IT. S. Colored Troops, Avas

shot dead by a sharxishooter, the ball passing through the lungs.

There Avere two men AAU)unded in the TAventy-third, one in tlie Xine-
teenth, and one in the TAventy-eighth.

I am, captain, very respectfullv, A’^our obedient servant,
IL G. THOMAS,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
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Headquarters Second Oavalra' Division,
Auymt lOj 1864.

Colonel Morgan,
Chief of Staff Second Army Corps

:

Colonel: All quiet tliis morning. The enemy still holds the inter-

section of the New Market and Charles City roads. My pickets con-

nect from Deep Knn to Malvern Hill, rnnniug down the Charles City
road to the Second Creek, thence by a road west and near the road to

Willis^ Church, and down the Quaker road to the Hill. In the affair of
yesterday evening the dismounted cavalry held snccessfnlly the works
at the intersection of the New Market and Charles City roads against
the attack in front, and quit them only when the enemy had passed
by the right and left to their rear. Last night the enemy fell back in

rear of this line of works.
Very respectfully,

D. McM. GKECxG,
Brigadier- General of VolunteerSj Comdg. Second Division.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
August 19j 1864—8 a. m.

Colonel Morgan,
Chief of Staff, Second Army Corps

:

Colonel: The intersection of the New Market and Charles City
roads is held by my pickets.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Allgust 19, 1864.

[Brigadier-General Gregu
:]

General: The major-general commanding directs that you send a

brigade of cavalry as soon as ])racticable to report to Major-General

Meade. With your remaining force you must arrange to give early

information of any movement of the enemy on our right. Please send

me word how many men you have left for duty. If necessary a brigade

of infantry can hold the cross-roads where you were attacked last night.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
C.'H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

General Gregg:

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 19, 1864—3 p. m.

It is important that the brigade of cavalry should proceed without

delay to the left for service with General Warren about the Weldon
railroad. Lieutenant-General Grant said it was* not necessary to wait

for orders.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

21 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Aitoust 19, 1804—10 a. ra.

Lieiiteiiaiit-Colonel Comstock,
City Point

:

Bridge will be ready at 8 p. in. There are two approaches on the
north side of river—one very steep, directly up the hill, the other
round the base of the bluff; the last fit for artillery and wagons, the
first entirely practicable for infantry. I would suggest that General
Hancock send a staff* officer to direct the wagons and artillery by the
latter road, as if the former gets choked it will entirely block the col-

umn bv that route.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Hept. of Yiroinia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

Auynst 19^ 1864.

General U. S. Grant :

The following rebel signal messages were intercepted by the signal

officer at the Mills house, on south bank of the Apiiomattox, two miles
above Spring Hill:

Archer’s House Station, August 19, 1864.

o. o. u. c.,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Petersburg :

Colonel Simmons, commanding General Thomas’ brigade, reports that his sharp-
shooters stationed near pontoon bridge say that stragglers were crossing toward
Prince George from daylight and arc still passing, and about 7 a. m. a brigade of
infantry went the same way.

K.

Petersburg Station :

Archer’s House Station, August 19, 1864—10 a. m.

What is the news from the fight to-day? Is the Weldon railroad cut?
K.

Answer from Petersburg:

Have no news. The road is cut.

O. A. II.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

City Point, Ya., Augunt 19, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Comm anding, (fie. ;

Have you positive evidence of the presence of Pickett’s division any-
where on your front*? I ask because General Halleck telegraphs that
evidence which has heretofore proven reliable reports the whole of
Longstreet’s corps moving from Culpeper into the Yalley. 1 know
Field’s division is here,

U. S. GRxVNT,
JAeutenan t- Gen era 1.
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Hdqrs. Dept, oe YmamiA and North Carolina,
In the Field.; August 19; 1864—8.30 p. m.

(Received 9.30 p. in.)

Lieiiteiiant-Geueral Grant,
Commanding.; Ac.

:

I liave no positive evidence of Pickett’s division lately. That a

portion of it withdrew on Monday and Tuesday 1 have no doubt,

because some dismounted cavalry was among a iiortion of the xiicket-

line in our front; but yesterday afternoon troops came back into the

rebel lines who had been there before, because one of the captains in

talking with an officer of the picket-line stated to me a circumstance

Avhich happened to his company two weeks ago. I believe that but a

brigade or two of Pickett’s division is before us. I am vsurprised at

your information that Field’s division is not here. Most of the prison-

ers captured by the Tenth Corps were from brigades of that division.

The Richmond Sentinel, which 1 sent you yesterday, speaks of Ben-
ning’s brigade and another which I do not recollect, botli of which are

in Field’s division, having made a charge on our lines on Wednesday.
You will see by the intercepted signal message of the rebels that

Lane’s brigade is near the Appomattox.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

31ajor- General; Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina,
August 19; 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding Armies of the United. States:

General: From all I can hear the colored troops belonging to the
Ninth Army Corps have been very much demoralized by loss of officers

and by their repulse of the 30th. I would respectfully suggest that
the arrangement wliich was spoken of earlier in the season maybe car-

ried out and they be assigned to me to take the phuie of the 100-days’

men who are going home. Perhaps, by adding them to the Eighteenth
Corps, we can get in condition by and by to start that corps out in an
efficient manner upon the exi)edition suggested. For long marches in

the enemy’s country I iniich prefer colored troops; there are with them
no stragglers. Allow me to suggest whether the Ninth Corps, under
the circumstances, might not be added to the Fifth and Tenth, as it

has substantially lost its corps organization, and we might disx)ose of
a troublesome question now i)ending.

I have the honor to be, very truly yours,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 19; 1864—10 ]). m.

General Butler:
Warren, in occupying yesterday the Weldon railroad, was attacked

by the enemy. Some confusion existed at first by the partial giving
Avay of the Maryland Brigade, of Ayres’ division, tliat were out-ilanked.
Tliis was corrected and the enemy hamlsomely repulsed, Warren
establishing himself in the railroad within about a mile of the
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enemy’s fortifications. To-day he was re-enforced by a portion of tlie

Niiitli Corps relieved by Ylott’s division, but about 4 p. m. the enemy,
having moved between AYarren’s position and the plank road, attacked
him sharply in front and flank. YYarren was obliged at first to with-
draw his line to covei his flank, but as soon as he bad executed this

maneuver he attacked the enemy, driving him in disorder back, and
re-establisliing his former line. The losses are reported heavy on both
sides. General Hayes, commanding Kegular Brigade, is missing.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

(Same to General Hancock.)

Dutch Gap, Aiigiint 19^ 1864—8 a. m.
General Butler :

Shelling last night by a light gun battery to the northwest. Ko
damage done.

LUDLOW,
Major.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Chief Engineer’s Office,

August 19j 1864—10 a. m.
Captain Lubey,

Commanding Pontoon Bridge^ Beep Bottom:

Commence immediately to build the approaches for a second pontoon
bridge just above the one below Four-YIile Creek, taking the pontoon
bridge brought up by Captain Henderson. As soon as the approaches
are all ready send me word. You will then be instructed to build the
bridge, so thaf it will be ready for use by 7 o’clock this evening. It

may be necessary for the roadways on the other side to be repaired,

so that the passage over the two bridges will not interfere with each
other. In this case, and in any other, if you Avish a detail of infiintry

to aid you apply to the commanding ofliccr in your vicinity for aid
by order of General Butler, showing this dispatch if necessary for

that ])urpose. Answer if this can all be done.
PETEK S. MICHIE,

First Lieutenant^ U. S. Engineers^ Aeting Chief Engineer.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 19^ 1864.

The following dispatch receiA^ed from the major-general commanding
the department is promulgated for the information of this command

:

August 14, 1864.

Major-General Birnea' ;

Dispateli received. All honor to the brave Tenth Arm,v Cori)S. These four gims
will make a j»’a|) in the enemy's line by which 1 trust yon will go through. You have
done more than was expected of yon by the lieutenant-general.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. AY. SAIITH,

Assistan t A djutant- General.
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Aiimy Corrs,
No. 25. ] In the Field^ FunselVs Fa., A ugust 19, 1864.

The major-general commamliiig congTatnlates the Tenth Army Corps
on its success. It has on each occasion, wlien ordered, broken the
enemy’s strong lines, and has captured, during this short campaign, 4

siege guns, protected by the most formidable works, 0 colors, and many
prisoners. It has proved itself worthy of its old Wagner and Sumter
renown. Much fatigue, patience, and heroism may still be demanded
of it, but the major-general commanding is confident of the response.

To the colored troops recently added to us and fighting with us the
major-general commanding tenders his thanks for their uniform good
conduct and soldierly bearing, setting a good example to our veterans

by the entire absence of straggling on the march.
By command of Maj, Gen. IJ. B. Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
A ssistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps.
August 19, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner, commanding Second Division, will assume
command of the troops at Deep Bottom.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
No. 75. )

Near HateUerh, Va., Augiist 19, 1864.*#*#**#
2. Pursuant to instructions from headquarters Tenth Army Corps,

Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner hereby assumes command of tlie troops at

Deep Bottom, Va.
By order of Brigadier-General Turner:

ISPvAEL 11. SEALY,
Capt., Forty-seventh New York Vols., and- Actg. Afist. Adjt. Gen.

Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brioade, Kautz’s Division,
Augiist 19, 1864—4 p. m.

Assistant Ad.tutant-General, Warren’s Corps:
Sir: In obedience to verbal orders from the commanding general, 1

have the honor to report that my headquarters are on the railroad at
Perkins’ house, south of the general’s quarters about one mile.

1 am, sir, Avith high respect, your obedient servant,
SAME. P. SPEAll,

Colonel Fleventh Fennsylva^iia Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters, &c.,
August 19, 1864—8.30 p.m.

Lieut. Col. E. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: About the center of my line Avas charged at 8 o’clock by one
company of rebel cavalry and the (‘iiemy handsomely repulsed. 1 send
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two prisoners ca])tiired. They report three regiments of cavalry on iny
front, on tlie Vauglian road. The First District of Columbia Cavalry
will be here to-night. I have strengthened my pickets and will make
a thorough reconnaissance at daylight, and report in person. If you
could let me have one company of infantry at once I could use them at
great advantage. One of the prisoners is a very intelligent, shrewd
man.

Very respectfully,

S. P. SPEAR,
Colonel.; Commanding Cavalry.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Angust 20; 1864—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I send you two dispatches from General Warren, one received at 1

a. m. this day, from which 1 hoped Warren would be able to take the
offensive. This morning, not hearing from him, a call was made for in-

formation, to which was sent the dispatch* of Colonel Locke, assistant

adjutant-general, now forwarded. A deserter who came in last night
asserts, as many have done previously, that the enemy are mining on
Beauregard’s front.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Avgn.sf 20; 1804—11.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I forward dispatch t just received from General Warren, from which
you will see all hopes of any offensive movements on his part are at an
end, and that it is now questionable whether he can establish a line

with his present force from the Weldon road to the plank road. In-

structioim have been sent to him to enqiloy Gregg’s cavalry and the
working party from City Point in destroying the railroad and not to

detach any part of his infantry.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Angust 20; 1864—12.50 p. m.

Li(uitenant-General Grant :

i send two dis])atches received this a. m. Your attention is called to

the statement of the deserter from Einegan’s brigad?,, which is directly

in conflict with the report from General IlancDck this a. m., both parties

averring of tlieir own knowledge that Wright and Perrin, of Mahone,
are at the same time in front of Hancock and Warren.

GEO. G. AIEADE,
Major-General.

* See Locke to Hiiin])lireys, 9.20 :i. iii., p. 838.

t See Warren to Meade, io a. in., p. 338.
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[Tiiclosure jSTo. 1.]

Headquarters Provost-Marshal-General,
Army of the Potomac,

Aiujust 20^ 1864.

Major-GeiieiJil Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A rebel deserter just sent in states that he left his regi-

ment, Second Florida, Finegan’s brigade, still occui:>ying their old

position at about 11 p. m, yesterday. Finegan’s brigade, he thinks, is

the only brigade of Mahone’s division left in the trenches. He states

that Sanders and Wright’s brigades returned from north side of James
lliver night before last; says he is well acquainted with members of

Wright’s brigade, whom he saw yesterday, and was told by them that

the other brigade of the division had also returned. He thinks they
marched down the railroad, as they did not take position in vicinity of

Finegan’s command.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McEN^TEE.
[Inclosure No. 2.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of Provost-Marshal-General,

August 20. 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General : A deserter from the Forty-eighth North Carolina Eegi-
ment, Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division, who left his picket-line last

night and arrived here this morning, reports that his brigade was lying
in the trenches when he saw it last (yesterday evening). The right of
Cooke’s brigade rests on the fort in front of old Chimney, and extends
to within about 400 yards of the mine. Kirkland’s brigade is on the
right of Cooke’s. Fry’s (Walker’s old), and Davis’ brigades, he states,

have gone down the railroad below lead-Avorks. This man seems quite
contident that the enemy are mining somewhere on Beauregard’s line,

as volunteer miners were called for, and several from his regiment were
at Avork somewhere on the left of Heth’s division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain^ lOc.

City Point, Va., August 20, 1864—1.10 x). m.

Major-General Meade, Commanding, &e.

:

I have ordered General Hancock to withdraAv from the north side of
the river to-night and move back to his old position. When there you
can send him to the support of Warren Avith the other brigade of
Gregg’s cavalry. If the enemy comes out to attack, Ave Avill have the
advantage of position. If they hold their lines only and persist in

sending more troops to the Valley avc can extend still larther. I am
not so i)articidar about holding the Weldon road permanently as I am
to destroy it effectually, and to force the enemy to attack us, Avith

advantages on our side. Two hundred railroad men with Hancock Avere
ordered yesterday to luport to Warren. They must be near there noAV,
and Avill destroy more railroad in a day than a division of troops.

II. S. GRANT,
lAeuteiiant-Ceneral.
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HeADQTTARTER S ArMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Augufit 20^ 186i—1.45 i). m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Your telegram of 1.10 received. The working party referred to'

passed here at 9.30 a. m. and are without doubt now with Warren, but,

I fear, like Gregg’s cavalry, they will report themselves exhausted and
unfit for service from long marching. The roads are very bad and very
trying to man and horse. Hancock will not probably be liere before 8
or 9 to-morroAV morning, and will then also be tired and exhausted. 1

proiiose to detain him on the plank road and let him hold as far to the
left of that road as practicable, thus freeing the Nintb Corps to operate
witli Warren on the Weldon railroad and covering the left flank. If

the idea of extending beyond the Weldon railroad is entertained, it is

absolutely essential a strongly fortified line should be constructed and
held between that railroad and the Jerusalem plank road. Hancock
can make such line to meet the line noAv held by Warren and part of

the Ninth Corps. As it is made and strengthened Hancock can extend
to the line and free more of the Ninth or Fifth Corps. If such line is

not made any force on the railroad is liable to have both flanks turned.

YVith this line the enemy will be compelled to maneuver on our left

flank, where we can collect available reserves to meet him.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

City Point, Ya., Augud 20, 1804—3.40 p. m.
Major-General Meade, •

Commanding
y
&e.

:

You can use the Second Corps as you propose. I have no idea of
extending farther to the left, unless, as stated in my dispatch, the
enemy should persist in sending more troops to the Valley. 1 want
to hold the Weldon road, though, ])ermanently if easily done, and to

thoroughly destroy it if it cannot be held.

IT. S. GRANT,
Lieulen a n t- Genera 1.

City Point, A"a., August 20, 1804—8.15 p. m.

Ylaj or-General Meade,
Commanding.; d'C.

:

Richmond papers of to-day claim to have captured 2,000 prisoners
from Warren. Is not this far above his estimate? What number did
Warren capture, and what does he estimate the loss of the enemy at?

LI. S. GRANT,
Jj ieu fen ant- Gen era 1.

Headquartehs Army of the Potomac,
August 20, 1804—8.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Warren’s return of casualties for the 18th shows 392 missing. His
report this morning, which I forwarded to you, gave 1,500 as all the
losses of his corps yesterday, but did not discriminate between the
killed, wounded, and missing. I liave sent your telegram to him with
directions to letune know the missing in his cori)s and the Ninth on the
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2()tli. JJis losses, I know, from i e])orts of others, Avere nearly all in

prisoners. No succinct report of the ahair has been made, and 1 have
sent you all I have received.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, Augnnt 20^ 1804—12 noon.

QiTARTERMASTER-GeNERAL

:

Cavalry horses are needed to mount dismounted men. I will inform

you shortly how many as soon as Generals Gregg and Kautz can be
heard from. I had asked for 500, part of which have been received.

Please cause more to be sent at once, if possible. Both these generals

are doing successful lighting on the Weldon road, and if kept well sup-

plied now with horses may be able soon to strike the Danville road.

INGALLS.

ITeadqitarters Army of the Potomac,
,

Angiint 20
^
1864—1.30 p. m.

Col. G. H. Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserter from Einegan, who came in this a. m., states that Wright’s
and Sanders’ brigades returned from other side of James on night of

18th instant. 1 understand the folloAving to be the position of the
enemy’s troops: Mahone’s, Harris’, Perrin’s, Wright’s, Colquitt’s, Cling-

man’s. Fry’s and Davis’ brigades, in front of the Fifth Corps; Eansom
relieved Clingman; Cooke and Kirkland are still in the trenches; Eine-
gan with balance of Beauregard’s command still occupy their old i)osi-

tions.

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ &c.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
Provost-MarshAL-( Ieneral’s Department,

^ Aiigiint 20
y
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of i8taff:

General: A deserter from Eichardson’s battery of AYashington
Artillery, just examined, states substantially as follows: He left his

battery this morning about 10 o’clock, and walked into our lines near
tli(5 plank road. The Washington Artillery is at present stationed in

tlie enemy’s advanced fort on their right of tlu^ plank road. Tluu e are
six guns (four hoAvitzers and two rided guns) in that fort. Tlic guns
are remoA^ed from that position every night and taken in rear of
tli(‘ main lim*. of Avorks. They are returned about J a. m. CA’cry day.
Informant stat(‘s that the three brigades of Mahone’s division, viz,

Handers’, Harris’, and Wright’s, Avhich were on the north side of elaines

River, returned to our front yesterday evening. This is coidirmed by a
prisoner from the Fourteentli Alabama Eegiment, Avho Avas sent in by
Fifth Corps to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient seiwant.
J. Mc'ENTEE,

Captain

y

chc.
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City Point, Awjmt .20, 1864.

(Eeceived 8.15 p. in.)

Captain McEntee,
Headquarters Army of the Fotomac:

We have news from Orange Conrt-Honse from onr own men up to

Wednesday morning last. No troops had passed there from General
Lee’s army sinee the division of Longstreet’s corps, which passed tAvo

Aveeks ago to-day, except Phtzhngh Lee’s cavalry. Both the old men
agree that no infantry has passed either AATiy for the past two weeks.
Deserters sent in from General Hancock left their lines after sunrise
this morning. Late last night Field’s division and the tAVO brigades of
Anderson’s division Avere still on General Hancock’s front. What else

they did not know, if any, except that there was still right smart of

cavalry on north side. The line of Pickett’s division between the tAvo

rivers remains unchanged.
SHAPPE,

Colonel.

(Same to Lieutenant Da\mnport.)

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of Provost-Marsiial-General,

In the Field, August 20, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
Deputy FrovosiMarshal- General, City Foint:

Nothing iiCAv, save deserters report six regiments of Pickett’s divis-

ion as having left our front and gone to the north side of the Janies.

JOHN I. DAA'ENPORT,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Assistant Frovost-Marshal.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 20, 1864—9.15 a. m.

Major PiSHER

:

All quiet. Camps unchanged.
H. W. FULTON.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 20, 1864—10 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Im])ossible to make observations on account of the unfaAmrable con-

dition of the atmosphere. HeaA^y firing on our left on line of Weldon
railroad.

H. W. FULTON.

Station near Gibbon’s Hoitse,
August 20, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief /Signal Offieer, Army of the Fotomac:

\ brigade of about 1,500 rebel infantry moved out of Petersburg at

11 this a. m., inoAung to tlie left. The enemy are xvvy busy strength-
ening the four-gun batterv to the left of Avhite house on Cemeterv Hill.

A. C. JORDAN.
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
Aiigust 20^ 1864—1.25 p. m.

Major -General Humphreys
,

Chief of Staff:

General: The following (lisx)ateh received from station near the

Gibbon house

:

12.30 P. M.

Auotlier colnmii of mfantiy, about 2,000 in number, has just moved out of city

at a cross roads, soing to the left. No trains or artillery.

JORDAN.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Majoi' and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac.

I have notified Wfarrenl, and of the former report.

A. A. H.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20j 1864.

M ajor -General Humphreys
,

Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch received from the station near
the Gibbon house:

4.20 p. M.

Three regiments of infantry have just passed out of the city, moving toward our
left. They were followed l)y six ambulances and four wagons. Two caissons on the
same road, moving toward the city.

A. C. JORDAN.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B, F. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac.

Station near Gideon’s House,
August 20y 1864—6.20 p. m.

^laj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

Nothing new since report of 4.20 p. m.
A. G. JORDAN,

Sergeant.

Plank Road Signal Station,
A ugust 20, 1864—7 p. m.

iMaj. B. F. Fisher:
At 5.30 p. m. three regiments of infantry moved to onr left on Wel-

don railroad, many stragglers ])assing and rejiassing on same road
during the day. No other movements visible from here to-day.

11. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.
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ArcuTST 20, 18G4.

Capt. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

^
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

Rebel message received as follows:

Colonel B[rext],
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

As soon as fog cleared np observed nnnsual activity, from which 1 supposed move-
ments had been taking place. One regiment of infantry in old camp in open space
1o onr left of Cobb’s. Three companies of cavalry jnst crossing pontoon from Ches-
terfield. Six pieces of artillery, with eight horses to each, and sixteen wagons
crossed, going in the same direction. Eight ambulances passed Broadway road
going toward City Point. Stragglers constantly crossing pontoon going toward
Petersburg, fleavy works at the end of Gilliam’s farm have been manned.

OPERATOR
at C.

(Same to A. B.)

Very respectfully,

TITOS. H. FEAREY,
Second Lieutenant.

Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20^ 1864—2.30 j). on.

Tbe following project for tbe disposition of tbe three corps, in accord-
ance with commnnications received from the lieutenant-genera! com-
manding armies in the field, is sent for yonr information and guidance:

1. Major-General Hancock will withdraw from Deep Bottom to-night

and reach the vicinity of his former camp toward noon to-morrow, when,
with his corps, he will hold the intrenchments now held by Mott’s
division and extend from the plank road toward the Weldon railroad,

in the direction of the position held by the Fifth Corps on that road,
and intrench strongly, slashing wherever it can be done.

2. Major-General Iharke, commanding Ninth Corps, will withdraw
Ferrero’s division to-night from the redoubts and trenches, where it is

now held in supx>ort of Mott’s division, and mass it in rear until the
same are occuiiied by General Hancock’s troops, when, with his corjis,

he will hold on Hancock’s left, as far toward the Fifth Corps as practi-

cable, strengthening his position by intrenchments, slashing, &c.
3. Major-General Warren will occupy the remainder of the line to the

Weldon railroad and the left of the army covering that road, and will

strengthen his position by every means in his power.
4. The line from the fflank road to the Weldon railroad need not be

l)nshed up against the enemy’s works, but will be established by the
corps commanders on the best ground for holding between the intrench-

ments on the plank road and the irosition where the left must rest on
the Weldon railroad.

5. The remainder of Gregg’s cavalry will be moved from Dee]) Bot-
tom to-night, and the cavalry now with the army will picket on its left

nnd rear and cover the operation of destroying the Weldon railroad.

fi. So far as it can be done consistently with the security of his pres-

ent ])osition and operations. General Warren will have such iiarts of the
intrenchments and slashings made on the lines indicated as he may find

practicable.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.



Chap. LIV.] 333CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.^—UNION.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Pointy Va.^ August 20^ 1861.

€apt. H. V. Slosson,
Comdg. Company .7), Fifteenth Neie Yorlc Vol. Engineers:

You will proceed with eighty iiieii aud the two oihcers of your com-
pany ill charge of the raft now making up to Broadway Lauding ou the
Appomattox, where you will lay your bridge. You will be careful not
to go uj) the river far enough to be seen by the enemy until after dark.
You will take tin lanterns with yon, taking care that they shall not be
seen. In order to prevent this keep a man between the light and the
enemy. To-morrow morning you will leave your two lieutenants and
sixty men in charge of the bridge, and return yourself with the bal-

ance of your command to this place. The men who are to remain v/ill

take two days’ rations Avith them. A tug Avill be in readiness to take
you up the river between 5 and 5.30 this p. m. It is expected that the
bridge vfill be laid before 9.30 p. m.
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Beuliam:

OIIAYmXG CLAPP,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Pointy Pm, August 20, 1864.

Lieut. F. S. Livingston, Aide-de-Camp :

As soon as General Hancock’s troops have crossed the bridge at

Broadway Landing you will cause it to be rafted and brought here
again Avith Captain Slosson’s company, retaining the tug you have
with you for this purpose.
By order of Brig. Gen. H, W. Benham:

CHANMHS'G CLAPP,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 20, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant

:

Beports from General Gregg as to losses, &c.,have not been received
beyond that of last night. The folloAA'ing are the numbers of missing,
inchiding stragglers and those sup])osed to be cai)tured, exclusive of the
cavalry operating on this side of the river (this includes the 14th
instant). Missing, unaccounted for, 9 officers and 540 men; supposed to

b(‘. captured, 7 oflhxus Jind 3()3 men. The report of the caAnilry as to

men and horses aauII be furnished you as soon as received. The losses

Avere given by General Gregg last night, and are supposed to be cor-

rect. They Avere trifling.

WmF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Armv Corps,
August 20, 1864.

General Grant, City Point ;

The folloAving is General Gregg’s report of men and horses missing,
corrected from that of last niglit. 1 send it that the re])ort may be
complete: Men, 30; horses, 35. The greater i)art of these horses Avere
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swamped in Deep Creek and abandoned. It is not known whether
any of them lived to be extricated by the enemy. While in the swamp
many were shot.

AVINF’D S. HAKCOCK,
Major- General.

City Point, August ‘20^ 1864—9.40 a. m.
Major-General ITancock :

Yon may withdraw from the north of tlie river to-niglit, inarching by
way of Bermuda Hundred and across the Ai)pomattox at the pontoon
bridge back to your old camp. Leave the Tenth Corps to cover the
crossing of the Second Corps and cavalry. After you are entirely out
of the way, the Tenth Corps will return to their places at once, or may
take up a shorter line and hold it until to-morrow night, as you and
General Birney may deem most advisable. If anything through the
day should give you an advantage where you are, this order will not
be observed.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Aug^ist 20, 1864. (Eeceived 10.45 a. m.)

General Grant:
A deserter from Forty-fourth Alabama, Law’s brigade. Field’s division,

came in this morning. He states that the enemy have one brigade in

single rank and seven or eight guns on the high hill on the New Market
road to the right and left. Their troops are deployed in the usual order;
does not know of any change in troops. He saw a brigade moving to

our right a little before dark last night, but does not know where they
came from or-who they were. Says the talk among the men is tluit two
divisions are tliere, and that there is no doubt but what Kershaw’s
division has gone to Early, but they are looking for it back. Thinks
Pickett is still across the James. His regiment has about 100 muskets;
started with nearly 900, many of whom have deserted. Says Alabama
is full of deserters. His regiment was under marching orders night
before last, during the firing at Petersburg. He knows that tiiis morn-
ing, besides all of Field’s division, Sanders’, late Perrin’s, brigade,^ and
Wright’s brigade, of Mahone’s division, are there; also IMcGowan’s
brigade, of Wilcox’s division. General Lee Avas there the evening the
enemy attacked General Birney. From his account this attack was a
general affair, the whole line being under orders to advance if the attack
on our right Avas successful. He says they knew that the Tenth Corps
and part of the Second Corps are here.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 20, 1864—12.10 p. ni.

General G-RANT :

Is there a pontoon bridge at Bermuda Hundred? I am ordered to

march to Bermuda Hundred, but it is not stated wlietlnu’ a bridge lias

been thrown there or wlietlier 1 am to cross at I^oint of Eocks.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK.
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City Point, August 20^ 1864—1.50 p. m.
General Hancock:
Yon will cross at Point of Pocks. If material for a bridge at Broad-

way Landing can be raked together one will be thrown across there.

Of this yon will soon be advised.
IT. S. GPANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 20y 1864—2.45 p. m.

Lientenant-General Grant :

I sent yon a dispatch this morning, asking whether I was to go back
by way of Bermnda Hundred Landing, as might be imi)lied from the
order, or whether it was intended 1 should cross at Point of Pocks by
the nsnal route. Tliinking yon may not have received the dispatch, 1

reiieat the substance.
WINFH S. HANCOCK, <

Major- General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
August 20, 1864—3 p. m. (Peceived 3.37 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock:
Lientenant-General Grant desires me to say that there will be two

bridges for yon to cross the Appomattox on, one at Point of Pocks,
the other at Broadway, and that thns, with the two bridges at Deep
Bottom, yon will have tW'O roads for your movement. I think but one
of the bridges at Deei) Bottom is prepared for wMgons.

C. B."COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide- de- Camp.

General Hancock:

City Point, August 20, 1864—3.10 p. m.
(Peceived 3.35 p. m.)

A pontoon will be laid at Broadway Landing this evening, and will

be ready for yon two hours after dark.
U. S. GPANT,

Lieutenant- General.

General Hancock:

City Point, August 20, 1864—4 p. m.
(Peceived 4.i5G p. m.)

The w ords Bermnda Hundred should not have occurred in my dis-

patch. As Colonel Comstock telegra})hed there will be two bridges
across the Aiipomattox, one at I’oint of Pocks and one at Broachvay,
and yon should take the best route from Deej) Bottom to them.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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City Point, Ya., August 20^ 1864—4.20 p. m.

Major-General Hancock :

There will he a bridge for you at Broadway, on the Ai)in)niattox, and
the old bridge at Point of Eocks, giving you two lines to move on.

U. !S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Grant:
Eichmond Sentinel of 20th says:

Headquarters,
August 20.) 1864.

About 3 o’cloclv this eveniug, 19th, the arrangements being completed, onr forces
attacked in front and think Warren’s Yankee corps which liad made a temporary
lodgment on the Weldon railroad two miles below here, driving them two miles,
capturing over 2,000 prisoners, including General Hayes and a number of stand of
colors. No news from any other sources.

YHEFT3 S. HAi^^COCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 20) 1864—9.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

My chief of staff, who is at General Butler’s headquarters, informs
me that the roads are three feet in water in some places. He says that
the troops cannot be over before morning; therefore I have directed

them to proceed under the orders to their destination. The night is

very dark, and, of course, there will be a great deal of difficulty on that
account. One division complete is over and the other is crossing, as
is the cavalry. General Birney will cross to-night. The Second Corps
and the cavalry will be over at 11 o’clock.

WINP’D S, HANCOCK,
Major- Genera

(Same to General Meade.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 20, 1864. (Eeceived 5.io p. m.)

General Butler:
Will you oblige me once more by picketing the road to your bridge

with cavalry at points where a column might go astray? I will not
trouble you to build fires. The infantry will go by your bridge. Gen-
eral Gregg takes the left-hand road to Broadway, and Avill send a party
of his own cavalry to picket that road.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field) August 20) 1864. (Eeceived 0.30 p. m.)

General Hancock,
Feep Bottom

:

I have come over the road this far. The train is getting along eery
well, though some of the wagons are overturned. The troops cannot
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tliroiigli to-i]iglit. The road is horrible, in many places being knee-

deep with water on account of the rain. Unless there is some pressing-

military necessity, the command ought to stop here and go on to-mor-

row night. N^ot more than one-half of them will get over the Api)o-
mattox by daylight. One train is taking that upper bridge, which was
not the order.

0.

TI. MOEOAU,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ tOc.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Angiist 20, 1864,

The following movements of troops are directed:

1. At dark the First Division, Second Corps, Brigadier-General Miles
commanding, will move to the road running from near the cross-roads

opposite the center of his division to the loAver pontoon bridge and
cross the James; thence across the Appomattox to its old camp near
the Deserted House.

2. The Second Division, Colonel Smyth commanding, will move by
the New Market and Long Bridge road, following closely after the First

Division, from the Gate Posts, and returning to its old camp near the
Southall house.

3. The Tenth Corps at dark will move from its present position by
the road to be indicated by a staff officer from these headquarters, and
will mass in the clear ground next the bridge, remaining in jiosition to

cover the bridge until the withdrawal of the Second Corps and cavalry.

4. The cavalry, Brigadier-General Gregg commanding, will move at
dai'kby way of Strawberry Plains to *fhe bridge, crossing immediately
after vSecond Corps, and reporting to Major-General Meade, Army of
the Potomac.

5. The artillery now on this side of the river, assigned to divisions

Second Corps, will move with the divisions. The remaining batteries
now on the south side of the river will be conducted to their former
camps near the Deserted House by the chief of artillery, moving
promptly at dark.

(). All wagons and ambulances now with the troops will cross the
bridge in rear of tlie commands to which they belong. Second Corps
headquai ters train will move in rear of the First Division train.

7. The train of the Second Cor[)s, now on the south side of the river,

will move out at dark, following the corps artillery, under charge of
Captain McEntee, assistant quartermaster, and cross the Appomattox
at Point of Bocks. This train must not obstruct the march of troops.

<S. q'he cavalry pickets will be witlidrawn in time to cross the river
with their command. General Gregg Avill notify Major-General Birney
before witlidrawing his cavalry.

1). The infantry pickets will be withdrawn at 10 p. ni.

10. Major-General Birney will resume his former position at Ber-
muda Hundred, after crossing the James.
By command of Major-General Hancock

:

FBANCIS A. WALKER,
A ss iStan t Adjutan t - (1enera I .

22 R R—VOL XLII, FT II
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Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
A^^g^lst 20^ 1864.

There are two bridges for the use of the troops crossing the James
Eiver to-night. The order for recrossing is so far modified as to direct

tliat the First and Second Divisions, Second Corps, cross the right-

hand (upper) bridge, followed by their transportation now on this side

of the river. The cavalry cross the left-hand (lower) bridge. The
artillery and wagons of the cavalry will be obliged to take the upper
bridge, unless the approaches to the lower one are made practicable.

After the cavalry have passed General Birney can make nse of both
bridges to cross his cor])S. After crossing tlie infantry will keep to the
right, giving the left of the road to the cavalry.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
FBAECIS A. AVALKEB,

Assistant Afljiitant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20, 1864—9.10 a. 7n.

Major-General AYarren,
Goinnianding Fifth Corps:

The commanding general is desirous of learning the condition of

affairs with yon—whether yon attacked this morning and with Avhat

result.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of idtaff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864—9.20 a. ni.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Your dispatch received. GeneralWarren is out on the line at present.

I have the honor to rexiort that all was quiet at daybreak this morning,
and since that hour there has been only a little xiicket-firing. The
enemy are still where they were last night.

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864—[10 a. ni.].

General Meade:
General Ayres lost about 400 men; General Crawford, 800

j
General

Cutler, about 300. I am getting the trooi)S in order for fighting in case

they attack again and assemble them in reserves. I do not think with

our x)resent force we can hold a line across where 1 established the

ifickefc line yesterday. Nearly all my losses were occasioned by being
turned on my right in the woods. The xu’csent xncket-line runs east

and Avest nearly by the Strong house. 1 vull endeavor to re-establish

the ])ieket-line 1 had yesterday. I believe the enemy has retired

into liis defenses again, leaving out only a xncket, or it may be xncxiar-

ing for another demonstration somewhere. The cavalry from General
Gregg’s division are just arriving. Sliall I send them down to Reams’
Station'? I believe they are enough to drive away the enemy there, and
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I do not think it best to send a brigade of infantry away without first

reporting so to you. I can add the District of Oolunibia cavalry to

that of Gregg’s division as well as not.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAREEN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Eotomac,
Aufjnst 20^ 1864—11.30 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Your disi)atch dated 10 a. m. is received. Y'^ou need not send the in-

hintry with the cavalry to Eeams’ Station. Gregg’s brigade, strength-

ened by such other cavalry as you can add to it, will be sufficient.

Have the worlving party of 200 men from the quartermaster’s depart-

ment at City Point to be used in destroying the railroad reached you
yet? They should accompany the cavalry. -

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augnst 20, 1864—11.35 a. m.

General Humphreys :

Colonel Spear says he thiidvs the enemy, up to last niglit at least, had
oidy a small brigade of cavalry on our left. He thinks there were none
at Eeams’ Station last night. I can send Colonel Spear out at once
and he is anxious

j
he can go with 700 men. He ranks Colonel Stedman.

Colonel Stedman’s command, I understand, though tired, is ready to

march.
Eespectfuliy,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augnst 20, 1864—11.20 a. m.

Genera] Humphreys:
1 have just received the dispatch you sent here to General Parke.*

He is not here yet. The dis])atcli 1 sent you gives our ])i('ket-]ine quite
nearly. It runs nearly east and west from the Strong house. I believe
it tliere rejoins the old line. General Potter’s command now holds it,

and, he is reconnoitering to the front. The enemy’s pickets are in the
same place on the railroad. My cavalry on the Vaugllan road, as we
call it, near Flowers’, see nothing but the enemy’s cavalry. Tliere are
no cavalry movements south of us visible. A rebel ambulance man
was captured, who said he had heard said their cavalry in some force
moved out of Petersburg this morning, but he did not see them. The
enemy must have lost considerably in killed and wounded yesterday,
but the woods ])revent our getting any estimate of their dead. Colonel
Hpear reports to me that from his own reconnaissance he has found the
position of the enemy’s cavalry, and that he has now enougli force to
attack and rout them. Expecting General Gregg’s cavalry for some

See 11 a. m., p. 346.
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time, I liave kept Colonel Spear waiting tlieir arrival. General Gregg’s
cavaby are now at the Gurley house, and report themselves very tired

from marehiug all night. The working party has not come yet to de-

stroy the railroad. I have sent for Colonel Spear and will see what
eavalry he can send with the others and will let all go that I can. Do
you Avish the cavalry to wait for the working force?

Bespectfully,

G. K. WABBEN^,
Major- General.

Meadquarteks Fifth Armv Corps,
August 20

j
1864—12 m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

The detachment of railroad men have not arrived.

G. K. WABBEB,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20^ 1864—12.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

The railroad party passed these headquarters on their way to you at
9.30 a. m.

A. A. IHJMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
~ August 20, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General AVarren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding desires as soon as the railroad party
come up that they be put to destroying the road, commencing where
you are and working southward

j
that Colonel Stedman’s brigade of

cavalry be used to protect them during the operation, and that you
send Colonel Spear to feel toAvard the left as you proposed, he co-

operating in the protection of the railroad partv Avhen necessary.
A. A. PIUMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864—1.50 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Tlie folloAving, just sent in by General Willcox, is sent for your infor-

mation:

.lames Crowley, of Company A, Twenty-second Regiment of Virginia, AValker’s
brigade, Hetb’s division, A. P. Hill’s corps, states tliat he expects we will get out of
here before niglit, because Corsair’s [Corse’s] division is expeeded up. This is a full

division of Beauregard’s trooj)s. He also states that there are heavy guns in strong
earth-works on the railroad in front of us.

HARRY LITTLE.JOHN,
Captain and dieting Assistant Adjntant-Gcnerat

.

G. K. WABBEX,
‘ Major- General,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiujust 20^ 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The signal officer at Gibbon’s house reports, at 12.30 p. m., a column
of infantiy, about 2,000 strong, moving out of Petersburg toward the
enemy’s right. About two hours ago he reported a brigade of enemy’s
infantry moving from Petersburg in same direction.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20^ 1861—2.15 p. m.

Major-General AYarren,
Commanding Fifth Corpus :

Your disi)atch of 1.50 p. jn. received. Corse commands a brigade in

Pickett’s division, which has been doing all the operations in front of

Bermuda Hundred. Probably this is the body of troops reported by
the signal officer at Gibbon’s house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth ArmyUorps,
August 20

j
1864—2.40 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
General: I have examined James Crowley. He is an Irishman

and talks singularly. He says he has no doubt they will give us a
fight to-day to try and drive us out. He does not know anything
about what he calls Corsair’s

[

Corse’s] division, of Beauregard’s troops,

but supposes they will use everything to get us away. His statement
seems based upon his own opinions, and lie is an ignorant fellow. I

think, however, it is quite true that they will attack us, but 1 think
we ought to be able to hold against everything. I am jireparing to

fight all around and not hold a long line so that our communications
may be interrupted in case of an attack.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARRENT,

Major-General.

Headquar/j'ers Army of the Potomac,
August 20j 1864—5.20 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The signal officer at Gibbon’s house reports, at 4.20 j). m., three I’egi-

ments of infantry moving out of Petersburg south of the town.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Amjust 20^ 1864—6 p. m.

IMajor-General Warren,
Commandim) Fifth Corps:

Have the railroad party reported to you, and liave tliey commenced
work ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 20j 1864.

Major-G ei iera! Humphrey s,

Chief of Staff:

The railroad detachment has reported and lias been directed to go to

work at once.

G. K. WARREK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 20., 1864—5.20 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I think tlie man who came into General Butler’s lines must have
meant Kershaw’s brigade instead of Corse’s.

G. K. WARREK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20, 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Coyps:

Kershaw’s old brigade is believed to be in the Shenandoah Valley with
Kershaw’s division. Why do yon suppose the deserter to Butler’s

lines referred to Kershaw’s brigade*?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
A ugust 20, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Colonel Ijocke wrote the disjiatch for me. I meant him to say that
the man Crowley that 1 took to-day might have meant Kershaw. He
did not know exactly how to pronounce the name, and it might have
been Corse or KershaWo

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20^ 1864.

Major-General Warren;
General Butler’s telegram about Corse’s brigade was in reply to one

from General Meade inquiring for intelligence of Corse’s brigade.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August' 20

j
1864—8 m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The commanding general Avould like to know how your troops are dis-

posed, in order to give instructions understandingly to General Han-
cock and General Parke in regard to the extent of line they will proba-
bly be required to hold under the directions issued this afternoon.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20j 1864—8.25 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The following dispatch* from the lieutenant-general commanding the
armies in the held is sent you so that you may furnish the information
asked for and enable the commanding general to answer it as soon as
possible. Please include the losses, if any, of the troops of the Mnth
Corps serving with you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

August 20, 1864. (Received 3.40 i). m.)

General Warren:
General Potter’s picket-line holds that house in the corn-field and are

intrenching themselves on a very good line. The rebels have left the
place where they were last night.

W. A. ROEBLING.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Yo. 109. ] August 20, 1864.

In case Ave are attacked again, tlie commanding officers must take
pains to control their men’s firing, and, if possible, fire by front and
rear rank alternately, being careful to reserve their fire for the line of

Sec Grant to Meade, 8.15 p. m., p, 328.
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I

I

battle. One good volley well put in will render tlie enemy’s line pow- '

erless. When the firing continues and but few bullets come back, the
firing must cease and a thin skirmish line advanced, and a division

'

commander can order a charge or an advance whenever he deems it

advisable without waiting for further sanction.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 20^ 18()i.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Fifth Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the line remains the
same. My pickets are confronting the enemy’s. Occasional shots are

exchanged. 1 sent you a report from tlie cavalry officer sent out to

the left. He speaks of a raid being in progress around to our left.

My front is about as strong as it can be as a single line. The enemy
made two attempts along the railroad last evening after the line Avas

re-established and were driven back handsomely.
Very respecttully, your obedient ser\Tint,

R. B. AYRES,
Brigadier- General, Commandmg.

HeADQFARTERS SECOND DIVISION, FiFTH CoRPS,
August 20, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the cavalry pickets re-

l)ort the enemy felling timber on my left beyond the road which comes
into the railroad to our front. The Avork is going on briskly. I Inwe
just now a report that the enemy are marching a large force of infan-

try down to our left of the road mentioned above.
Very respectfully, yours,

R. B. AYRES,
Briga dler- Genera /.

IlEADQUAR^rERS FiFTH ArMY CoRPS,
August 20, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Ayres:
General: The major-general commanding is of the opinion that

what the enemy are endeavoring to [do] on your left is to get some ar-

tillery around there to fire over this way, and if they do they Avill not
be able to touch your line.

Very respectfully, your obedient serAurnt,

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,’
August 20^ 1864—5.45 p. m.

General Ayres:
I liear from General Humphreys, too, that some force has l>een seen

o’oinf>- out from Petersburg- to-day. The same was seen yesterday.

They may design to attack us again to-day and try the lefttliis time, or

they may be extending their iiitreiichments to the left to keep us from
investing Petersburg.

G. K. WAKPEl^.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
, August 20^ 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral, Fifth Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the work of throwing down
the breast-works in our front will be tiiiished, and a slashing made up
to (or near) the picket-line, by midnight or thereabouts. Colonel Hof-

mann will also be in position and intrenched by that time. I desire to

know where I shall encamp my division, as but a small ])ortion otit

will be required in the line of the artillery around my headciuarters.

Very respectfully,

11. B. AYPES,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Special Orders,
)

Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifth Corps,
No. 45. August 20^ 1864.

1. The Fifteenth Eegiment New York Artillery is hereby assigned
temporarily to the First Brigade, and the commanding officer of tlie

regiment will report without delay to Col. Frederick Winthrop, com-
manding brigade.
By command of Brigadier-General Ayres:

GEO. L. CHOISY,
First Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Camp^ and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 2d Brio., 2d Div., 5th Army Corps,
No. 111. ) August 20^ 1864.

I. Major Mobley being wounded in the battle of the 18th instant,

while gallantly leading his regiment, thus leaving the regiment without
a field ohicer, Lieutenant-Colonel Barrett, Fourtli Maryland Volunteers,
is assigned to the command of the Seventh Maryland Volunteers. The
men of this regiment ai e as good and faithful as any in the brigade,
but have become sadly demoralized because of the inefficiency and want
of attention on the part of some of the line officers. It gives me pleasure
to say that there are some honorable exce])tions to this censure. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Barrett will have occasion to use all his well-known hi-m-

ness and discretion in the effort to bring this regiment back to its foi-iner

etticiency, and to this end he will report to these headquarters all officers

who do not freely and fully do their duty. This order to remain in effect

until further orders. This order will be read at the head of the regiment
at its first dress-parade after its recey)tion.

II. In case we are attacked again the commanding officers must take
pains to control their men firing, and, if possible, fire by front and rear
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rank alternately, being careful to reserve tbeir lire for tbe line of battle.

One good volley well put in will render tlie enemy’s line powerless.
Where the firing continues and few bullets come back, the firing must
cease and their skirmish line advanced.

III. Each regiment will detail five men to relieve those chopjfing and
slashing at the timber in our front. Colonel Bowerman’s detail will

include one sergeant. They will report at these headquarters.
By command of Colonel Bushane

:

J. BAKKEBD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps,
August 20^ 1864. (Eeceived 3.40 p. m.)

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke :

Sir : I have extended the rifle-pits from the left of the batteries to

the little ravine. Does the general wish to have the line extended
farther to the left on the next ridge"? General Ayres thinks it is

intended to cover that ground with the batteries near the railroad.

Very respectfully,

L. CUTLEE,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864—9.05 a. on.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General Mott has just reported that the connection with General
Warren’s right is perfected.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- Geoieral.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 20, 1864—11 a. on.

Major-General Parke,
Coononandioig Nioith Corps

:

The major-general commanding desires to know where your ])icket-

line on the left is—where it connects with GeneralWarren’s, &c. Please
describe it so that it may be marked on the maps, or send a map with
the line indicated.

A. A. HHMPHEEYS,
Major-General aoid Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Arma" Corps,
Augoist 20, 1864—11.30 a. on.

Major-General Humphrea^s :

I liaA^e just arrived. I found your dispatch of 11 a. m. As tar as I

now know General Warren has answered your dispatch.* After leav-

ing the connection with Warren’s left, I purpose returning along my
line from Warren’s right.

el NO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

* See 11.20 a. in., p. 339.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20^ 1804—3.45 i). m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

In tlie event of General Warren being attacked this afternoon liave

yon any troops that yon can send to his sui)port? Supports in the line

of rear works might be withdrawn in siicli case.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General Humphreys :

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 20j 1864—4.30 p. m.

In the absence of General Parke on the line I have the honor to

reply to yonr dispatch of 3.45 that Thomas’ brigade (colored), Fonrtli

Division, is in reserve.
R. A. HUTCHINS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20j 1864—3.50 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth 'Corps:

The order of 2.30 p. m., by which yon are to withdraw to-night such
troops as you may have in the redoubts, &c., of the second line of works,
supporting Mott’s division, is not intended to refer to the redoubts on
the iilaiik road, which cover the left and are in the first line.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
August 20

j
1864—6.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Army Corps:

Colonel: The officer in charge of my skirmish line reports having
advanced about half a mile and still advancing without finding the
enemy. They will continue to advance if the line to their left advances.
How far is it intended they should go? Tliey have no connection on
their right.

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General.

[IndorHemont.]

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864—7 a. m.

Respectfully referred to General Willcox for his information.
General Willcox will send a brigade with Mnjor Roebling, aide-d(‘.-

cainp, to establish the ])icket-line. General Warren thinks it best fo^
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General Potter to lialt until the picket-line is established by Major
lloebliiig, and General Willcox Avill please send Avord to General Potter
to that effect.

By command of Major-General Warren:
PEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

ITeadqttarters Second Division, Kinth Corps,
August 1864.

Lieu

t

enant-Colon el Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Fifth Corps:

Colonel : We haA^e connected AAnth some troops of your corps On the
right aaLo Avere cut off* yesterday afternoon. They report tiiat they con-
nect A^dth Mott’s dmsion, ot the Second Corps, on the right. WehaA^e
picked up a fcAv stragglers.

Your obedient servant,
EOBEET B. POTTEE,

Brigadier-General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
August 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have changed my headquarters to the center of a large

field near the Gurley house to north of road.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EOBEET B. POTTEE,

Briga dier- Genera I, Commanding.

ITeadquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 20, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Lieut. Col. C. H. Morgan,
Chief of Staff, Seeond Army Corps :

Colonel : The reports from my pickets this morning are to effect that

there is an appearance of small iiarties of rebels on the NeAA' JMarket
road beyond its intersection AAuth the Charles City road and on several

of the roads north of the Charles City road. At several places they

have been seen removing barricades on those roads north of the Charles

City road. The vedettes at Deep Eun report a moA- enient of a force of

])erhaps tAvo regiments across the front toAvard our right. Timely notice

Avill be had of any adATxnce. ' If this should be made, it Avould be better

met by a force throAvn a little farther out on the hill to the i*ight of

General Birney’s present iiosition.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General, Ac.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 30, 1804.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Co7mnanding Cavalry :

General : Your command will cross at Broadway. You will per-

haps find some of our wagons on that road, though they will probably
be over before you start. The general suggests that you send a small

party ahead to picket your road, so there may be no mistake.
Yours, &c.,

C. H. MORGAN,
Lietiienant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
August 30, 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Com'manding Seeond Brigade, Second Division:

Colonel: You will withdraw your brigade from its present position

at dark, and move by way of Malvern Hill to the plain on James River,

and there mass your brigade until the divisions of the Second Army
Cor])s shall have crossed the bridge, when you will move over and pro-

ceed by way of the pontoon bridge at Broadway, on the Appomattox,
to the vicinity of headquarters Army of the Potomac, where you will

receive further orders. The ])ickets will not be Avithdrawn until 9 p. m.
Tlie regiments on picket will be withdraAvn by the Malvern Hill road.

b. McM. GREGG,
B^'igadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, Aug^ist 30, 1864—1.40 1). in. (Received 3.25 p. m.)

Lieutei i ant-G ei ieral Grant

,

Commanding, drc.

:

Two deserters from Pickett’s division have just come in, one a very
intelligent man. He informs me that six regiments have been taken
from Pickett’s division and sent across the James River; that on our
left, opposite Port Walthall, they have reduced the line, so that the line

of battle is scarcely stronger than the skirmish line, being one man in
every twenty feed. I believe this statement. I think the weak point
now is in front of our line, and if Ave had the Tenth Cor})S here I have
no doubt Ave could go out on the left; at least I should be inclined to
try it. 1 do not think Ave have over 3,500 men betAveen the tAvo rivers.

That yon may Judge for yourself, I Avill send you the deserter, Avith yes-
terday’s i)aper. IT(‘asc (piestion him. AIIoav me also to call your atten-
tion to the fact that the last of the 100-days’ regiments go aAvay from
me to-day. Certainly, in the absence of the Tenth Cor])S, 1 have no one
whom 1 can send to Port PoAvhatan or Fort Pocahontas. AIIoav me
to suggest that as the colored troops of the Ninth Corps are so much
demoralized and broken up for Avant of officers, if they could be sent to
me, by putting the Aveaker ones in Powhatan and Pocahontas, they
might be recruited up and got into condition.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General,
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City Point, A^a., August 20, 1864 .

.

Major-General Butler, Commanding, tOc. :

The Tenth Corps—in fact, all the troops from north of the James—are
ordered to return to-night. When this change is made it will probably
induce the enemy to strengthen his weak point in your front before ayc

can take advantage of it. If yon can get through, however, I should
like it very much. In regard to sending you the colored troops of the
]Ninth Oori)S, it is now imiiossible. The Eighteenth Corjis and colored
troops of the Ninth Corps are holding all of our line at Petersburg,
Avhilst the white troops of the Ninth are operating with the Fifth Corps.

U. S. GlIANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigust 20, 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General Butler :

Prisoners say Corse’s brigade, of Pickett’s division, is moving south of

the Appomattox to my left. Have you any information bearing on the
subject?

GEO. G. MEADE,
" Major- Genera 1.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 20, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade, Commanding

:

I have a deserter from the Thirty-second Virginia Pegiment, Corse’s

brigade: came in 12 o’clock last night.

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commandmg.

(Copy sent by Meade to Warren.)

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Point, August 20, 1864.

Capt. T. Lubey,
Commanding Pontoon Detachment, Deep Bottom

:

At daylight in the morning you will direct Captain Henderson to

raft his bridge, preparatory to having it towed to this place. He Avill

bring his company Avith him. A tug Avill be sent to toAV the bridge
doAvn at 0 a. m.
By order of General Beuliam:

CHANNING CLAPP,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of \a . and N. C.,

No. 95. ( Di the Field, Ya., August 20, 1864.

Col. li. C. AVebster, quartermaster, having been assigned by the AVar
Department as (*liief quartermaster of the Department of Virginia and
North Carolina, is announced as such, and Avill be obeyed and respected
accordingly.
By command of Maj. Gen. B. E. Butler:

P. S. DAAHS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
A iKjust 20^ 186i.

Major-Geueral Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

General: The major-general commanding directs me to say tliat lie

prefers yon sliould not discliarge the muskets unless you consider it

essential to the serviceahle condition of your command. Unless some-
thing new is developed to-day it is probable your command will recross

to-night and you will liave tlie opportunity to-morrow. The general
would like to have you send your wagons, &c., during tlie afternoon,

to park near the bridge preparatory to your withdrawal, but not on any
of the roads leading to the bridge.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. II. MOBGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel^ drc.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Angust 20, 1864—6 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth lirmy Corps:

Tlie major-general commanding directs me to furnish you with the
following extract from the telegraphic order for the movement of

to-night, which embraces all the instructions with which he is charged
for you after you cross: ^‘The Tenth Corps will return to their places
at once,” &c.

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of tStaff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel McGilvery,
Chief of Artillery

:

The major-general commanding directs that you watch the pontoons,
and as soon as one is clear take your batteries across, and send them
to their camps.

Respectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 20, 1864.

Division commanders and chief of artillery will, during the after-

noon, send to the rear all vnxgons, excelling five vnigons of small-arm
mnmunition, preparatory to a vlthdrawal during the night to our
former camps. All tlie sick able to march and non-combatants will be
returned to their camp, and every careAvill betaken against straggling.
Extraordinary care must be taken by division commanders in insjiect-
ing the picket-tine, and seeing that that duty is xierformed with great
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vigilance. The pickets will be withdrawn under the corps officer of the
day, and full instructions for the movement will be given in due time.

The enemy are reported moving to our right, and great caution must
be used.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.
J

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August ^0, 1864—4.45 p. m.

The following' movements of the troops are directed : First. At dark,
precisely, the troops under Brigadier-General Birney will move by a
road to be indicated by a staff officer from these headquarters. Sec-

ond. The batteries will follow and keep closed uj). Tffiird. General
Terry’s division will follow the batteries and act, if necessary, as a rear
guard.. Fourth. The corps pickets will be withdrawn exactly at 10 p. m.,

and follow under the direction of the corps officer of the day acting as

a rear guard. Fifth. The corps will mass on the cleared ground near
the bridge and remain in i^osition until Major-General Hancock has
crossed his troops, in order to cover the bridge, then, resuming same
order, each command will march to its former camp. Brigadier-Gen-
eral Foster will relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Coan and his brigade at

Deep Bottom. Sixth. Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn with his cavalry
will bring up the rear, seeing that all stragglers are kept up.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 20^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry,
Commanding First Division :

The major-general commanding directs that you leave General Fos-
ter with his command in the works on his side of the river until morn-
ing, when he will cross and proceed to his old camp, relieving Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Coan.

Kespectfully,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Diy., 10th Army Corps,
No. 70. ( Fear ffateher^Sy 17/., August 20^ 1864. •

1. Major Strong, Sixteenth Heavy Artillery, New York Volunteers,
will report with his command to Col. N. M. Curtis, commanding First

Brigade, Second Division, Tenth Army Cori)s, without delay.

By order of Brig. Gen. J. W. Turner:
ISKAEL B. SEALY,

Cajgt.j Forty-seventh Neie York Vols., and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen,
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City Point, Ya., August 20^ 1864—12.40 p. m.
Major-GeDeral Ord,

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corjys :

Statements of deserters and refugees go to show that the enemy
are mining in your front. Can you not countermine against them?

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 20^ 1864.

I have had reports of the mines in my front for some time. Have two
counter mines going nowj can’t hear much yet in them.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 20^ 1864. (Received 4 p. m.) .

General Humphreys :

Nothing reliable denoting a change in my front. No prisoners in.

No movements of troops have been seen, except some small squads
reported unofficially as seen moving toward left and rear yesterday

p. m.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.

Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brigade, Kautz’s Division,
August 20^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Warre^ds Corps:

Sir: I have the honor to report the arrival of the First District of
Columbia Cavalry. From a reconnaissance I know the position of the
enemy’s cavalry. I have sufficient force to attack and rout them, and
resiiectfully ask i)ermission to do so.

With high respect, your obedient servant,

S. P. SPEAR,
Colonel., Commanding Cavalry.

City Posnt, Ya., August 21, 1864—11 a. m.
•(Received G p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, B. C.

:

Taking possession of the Weldon road has made the enemy appar-
ently very nervous. They have been constantly attacking to regain
possession. I cannot report accurately the result, but apparently our
losses have been light in killed and wounded, whilst the enemy’s loss
in that respect must have been heavy, from the fact of liis being re-

pulsed so often. The second day, however, we lost lieavily in captured,

23 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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from the fact that the eiieuiy enveloped Warren’s right before he was
aware of it. I withdrew the troops from north of the James Eiver last

night, and now the Second Corps must be nearly in supporting distance
of Warren.

U. S. GEAOT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., August 21^ 1864—1.30 p. m.
(Eeceived 22d.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Washington., D. C. :

The enemy came out and attacked General Warren between 10 and
11 a. m., but were repulsed with great ease. No loss reported on our
side except General Cutler, slightly Avounded, and Colonel Dushane,
killed. General Warren reports 400 prisoners captured that he knows
of; there may be more. 1 am expecting a heavy attack this afternoon,
and preparing for it.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., August 21, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &c.

:

Is the firing now heard on Warren’s front? If so the enemy should
be opened upon by the Ninth and Eighteenth Corjis, and their line

threatened.
U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Arigust 21, 1864—10 a. m.

General Grant:
I send a dispatch* from Warren explanatory of the firing which has

been resumed Avithin the last few minutes. Hancock is moving up;
also Parke Avith his Fourth Division. Warren, on the defensive, ought to

^be able not only to hold his position, but to punish the enemy seAwely,
and undoubtedly would if Ave could only get our troops to act with the
audacity the enemy show.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—10.25 a. m.

General Grant :

I have ordered Ord and Mott to open with their batteries and make
all the demonstrations they can against the enemy.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

* See AVarreii to Humphreys, 9,30 a, m., p, 368.
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City Point, August 21^ 1864—11.20 a. m.

Major-General Meade:
It is hard to say what ought to be done without being on the field,

but it seems to me that when the enemy comes out of his works and
attacks and is repulsed he ought to be followed vigorously to the last

minute with every man. Holding a line is of no importance whilst

troops are operating in front of it.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- Ge^ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—12 m.

General Grant:
Ord reports the enemy leaving his front. It is probably Martin’s

brigade, of Hoke’s division, the only one left of that division in front

of Old last night, as reported by deserters. The enemy now holds his

intrenched line with Johnson’s division and part of Heth’s, that is

between the Appomattox and the plank road. I have asked Ord, if

he cannot assault in his front, whether he cannot extend to his left so

as to relieve part of Mott’s division, Second Corps, now holding from
Burnside’s mine to the plank road. Hancock is now at the Strong
house, west of the plank road, slashing trees to make an obstacle to

the enemy’s interposing between the plank road and Warren. If I can
get a line of obstacles to be held by a skirmish line I can throw more
troops to Warren’s support. Warren reports the enemy moving to his

left. I have sent him your dispatch, having previously advised him
the way to stop the enemy’s flanking was to assume the offensive and
make him look out for his flanks. The difficulty of Warren’s position
is, the roads are impassable and his artillery cannot be moved. It is

absolutely essential he should maintain his position, and I have no
doubt of his ability to do so unless the enemy should bring so superior
a force as to turn his left flank, in which case we cannot get our men to
stand. They don’t mind any orders when they find themselves out-

flanked, but move oft‘ bodily to the rear in spite of orders.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 21, 1864—12.45 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

If the enemy are moving to turn Warren’s left, why can he not move
out and attack between them and Petersburg, and either cut their force
in two or get in rear of it? If the roads are impassable for our artil-

lery it must be so for the enemy’s, and it becomes an infantry fight. I

will telegraph Ord either to assault or extend, so as to relieve more men.
The enemy evidently intend to use nearly their entire force to drive
Warren away, and we can either penetrate his line or hold ours with a
very small force.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenan t- General.
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General Grant :

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
August 21^ 1864—1 p. m.

Telegram 12.45 received. Instructions have gone to Warren em-
bodying the spirit of your suggestions—that is, to assume the offensive.

Ord has reported he can spare 800 men, and he has been requested to

extend his left with that amount, and Mott allowed to extend his left

proportionately. This will free so many men for Warren. I shall move
Hancock up as soon as he can make anything of an obstacle to prevent
the enemy getting in between Warren’s position and the plank road.

Telegraphic communication with Warren is interrupted just now. The
main roads running into Petersburg are passable. It is the cross-

roads which, by the passage of artillery and trains, have since the rains

become impassable.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 21^ 1864—1.10 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding., <&c.:

Do you not think it likely the enemy are preparing for a heavy attack
on Warren this afternoon If such is the case, would it not be better to

move Hancock up to his support at once, and leave the slashing to

troops that will be set free by Ord? I have directed Ord either to

assault on his front or to extend and relieve Mott, favoring the latter.

You will know very soon which he thinks best.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headq^tarters Army of the Potomac,
Augxist 21^ 1864—1.30 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant:
The following has just been received from General Warren. General

Meade left here half an hour since for General Warren’s headquarters.
It is expected that we shall again have telegraphic communication with
General Warren’s headquarters in a few moments:

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 21, 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
The enemy attacked us both on the north arid west with Hill’s and Beauregard’s

troops. We repulsed them, too, easily. They did not come on far enough to get the
effect of our fire. 1 have a general order to push out, but the woods favor the
escape of the troops. We have three battle-flags and probably 400 prisoners that I

know of. I hope they will try again. General Cutler is wounded by a piece of shell

in the face, not seriously. Colonel Dushane is killed.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

11.30 a. m.—All quiet now. The line being down I send this by an orderly.

G. K. W.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Jones’ House, Plank Eoad,
August J21y 1864—2.30 p. m.

General Grant:
Telegram of 1.10 received. I had just ordered one division of Han-

cock’s to Warren’s left. I liave now ordered tlie other one. The third

(Mott’s) is holding our intrenchmeuts. I have sent you a dispatch from
Warren announcing another repulse of the enemy. As soon as I get
on the field and Hancock is up I will assume the offensive—before if

practicable. Hancock’s people, however, are very weary and will not
be fit for much to-day and will not much more than get into position.

The condition of the roads is a great drawback. Everything has to be
packed across the plank road.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
Weldon Railroad^ August 21, 1864—5.25 p. m.

General Grant:
Hancock’s men are so exhausted with their long march that nothing

can be expected ofthem this afternoon. Having moved Hancock over to

the left I have placed Parke on the right, and he is extending to make the
line and connection over to the plank road. The enemy appear to have
abandoned their intention of turning Warren’s left and now show some
signs of a movement on his right. My solicitude in desiring to have a
line of slashings across to the plank road is based on the fiict that the
enemy may move on Warren’s left and turn our intrenchmeuts resting

on the plank road, which cannot be held if turned. This would compel
the abandonment of this position and might embarrass us to recover
our intrenchmeuts. Ifthe enemy do not make this move before night,

Parke I think will prepare the line so as to prevent it.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 21, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &c.

:

Between the Appomattox and Baker’s [Bake-House] Creek the enemy
are supposed to be very weak. General Butler is x>reparing two assault-

ing columns to-night with the view of breaking that line at daylight in

the morning. If successful he will endeavor to clear out the entire line of
the enemy south from the Hewlett house and establish himself with all

his force on the line of Swift Creek. With the Tenth Corjis he ought
to be able to hold his ground all day, if he gets through, and could only
be driven away by drawing largely from Peter sburg. I cannot say
now what is best to be done with your forces in connection with this,

but notify you so that you can take advantage of any weakness of the
enemy. I shall hear and inform you the results of Butler’s ettorts, and
can tell better then the best directions to give.

II. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21^ 1864—9.20 p. m.

General Grant:
I have just returned from the fiont. I found it impracticable to

arrange any offensive movements for to-morrow. Warren expressed
every confidence in his command defending itself against any attack, but
advised against attacking. Hancock’s men are completely exhausted
with their march, and nearly a third behind on the road. Parke’s peo-

ple will be working all night on the connecting lines. Under these cir-

cumstances, I gave orders to act on the defensive, but in the event of

the enemy’s attacking again to follow up their repulse. I think now
we have thinned our line from the Appomattox to the plank road as
much as we ought to do. Ord proposes to send more men, but I do not
think it judicious to weaken him any more, because the enemy, finding
an accumulation on our left, might mass, and by a bold assault break
through our weakened line. I don’t think this probable, but it is possi-

ble. Warren reports taking some 400 prisoners to-day.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 21
j
1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &c. :

Your dispatch of 9.30 [9.20 J p. m.just received. I send you a dispatch*
in cipher, from which you will see, when received, that I do not expect
offensive operations to-morrow except in case of a success in Butler’s

front making it practicable. If we can retain hold of the railroad it

will be a great advantage. Has much of the railroad been destroyed ?

After the men get well rested it will be well to support the cavalry with
a division of infantry to destroy as much of the road as we can, if an
advantage is not gained in the meantime making it unnecessary. If

Butler does not succeed in the morning he will relieve the Eighteenth
Corps from the lines, leaving it loose. With that as a reserve, our
lines will be strong.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

General Grant:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—11 p. m.

Your dispatch in cipher received.* I will be prepared to-morrow to

act according to developments. Prisoners say that General W. H. F.

Lee was mortally wounded to-day. I send this for what it is worth.
The railroad party have been at work to-day, but I have received no
report of their progress. Gregg’s cavalry division are pi’otecting them.
In case it is necessary, a supporting force of infantry will be sent.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Genej'al.

See Grant to Meade, 8.30 p. in., p. 357
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Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
August 21j 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Pomt, Ya.:

The whole of Mahone’s division is certainly here. They arrived here
at 8 o’clock yesterday morning. I understand the following to be the
force in front of Fifth Corps : Clingman’s, Colquitt’s, Mahon e’s, Harris’,

Sanders’, Wright’s, Fry’s, and Davis’ brigades. The balance of Beau-
regard’s, Heth’s, and Mahone’s commands are in the trenches on our
front, occupying their old positions. Three brigades of Mahone, which
returned, are also in front of Warren, fighting hard at this moment.

J. McENTEE,
Captam, cfc.

August 21, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Hagood’s and Eansom’s brigades are now in front of Fifth Corps.
W. H. F. Lee’s cavalry division was also engaged there this a. m., and
General Eooney Lee badly wounded through lungs. So say prisoners

from above commands.
J. McENTEE,

Captain^ (&c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 21 J
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: Three deserters from Wright’s (Georgia) brigade who
came in this morning make the following report:
They state that they have been on iiicket here for the last eleven

days. During that time their brigade has been to the north side of
the James Eiver, and returned yesterday morning about 8 o’clock,

together with Sanders’ and Harris’ brigades. They state that they
camped in rear of their old position, and had orders to have their guns
in order and be ready to march this morning about 2 o’clock down the
railroad. These men report that Brigadier-General Clingman was
mortally wounded day before yesterday. They say that in the attack
on the Fifth Corps General Colquitt commanded his own, Clingman’s,
and Mahone’s brigades which attacked our right, and two brigades of
Heth’s division (Fry’s and Davis’) attacked our lefc.

1 understand the following to be the disposition of troops in our front
from the enemy’s left to right: Bushrod Johnson’s division, Martin’s
and Hagood’s brigades, of Hoke’s division, and Kirkland’s andMacEae’s
brigades, of Heth’s division; Mahone’s division, and Fry’s and Davis’
brigades, of Heth’s division; Colciuitt’s and Clingman’s, of Hoke’s di-

vision. We learn of no troops having arrived from the north side of
tlie James Eiver, except these three brigades of Heth’s division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain^ (fic.
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Headqxtarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 21^ 1864.

Major-General Hitmphrea'S, Chief of Staff:

General: Among- about 280 prisoners just sent in from Fifth

Cor])S I find, in addition to those already reported, prisoners from II a-

good’s brigade, of Hoke’s division, and Eansom’s brigade, of Bushrod
Johnson’s division. There are also prisoners from W. H. F. Lee’s cav-

alry division, and officers captured say that General W. H. F. Lee was
badly wounded in the lungs in the action this a. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McEOTEE,

Cattain

^

ffic.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Augiist 21., 1864—11.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Among thirty-seven prisoners just sent in from General
Warren 1 find, in addition to those already reported in General War-
ren’s front, a few men from Cooke’s brigade, of Heth’s division. Prison-
ers from Fifth North Carolina Cavalry confirm report that General W.
H. F. Lee was severely wounded in the lungs to-day. He crossed the
Appomattox Eiver yesterday morning with Chambliss’ and Barringer’s
brigades. Eosser’s and Butler’s brigade are still on north side of James
Eiver, and Wickham’s and Lomax’s brigades, under command of Fitz

Lee, are in the Shenandoah Valley with General Early.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain
y
&c.

P. S.—Hearing’s brigade is also here in W. H. F. Lee’s division.

J. McE.

Captain Fisher:
All quiet in front.

Army Corps.

August 21, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Eight smart cannonading in direction of Fifth

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Offieer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 2f 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff :

General : Thefollowing report has just been received and is respect-

fully forwarded:
Plaxk Road Station,

AHtjust 21—11 (i. m.

A cohinni of Jibont GOO infantry moving- to onr riglit in rear of fort northwest from
station have disai)])eare<l in woods. Enemy are shelling (|nite lively in onr front;

onr batteries replying.
FULTON,

Serymnt.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. S. STEYKEE,
Aeting Chief Signal Officer.
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Walthall Signal Station,
August 21^ 1864—12 m.

Maj. B. r. Fisher:

The enemy^s signal officer reiiorts that stragglers have been passing
all the morning on the Broadway road, and infers a corps or division

has passed toward Petersburg. He also rej^orts a squadron of cavalry

passing toward City Point.
CHAELES L. DAYIS,

, Captain and Signal Officer.

Gibbon’s House, August 21, 1864.

Major Fisher:
The musketry in front of this station was only a heavy picket-fire,

both lines remaining in their works.
A. C. JOEDA^f,

Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 21, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following message has just been received from the
signal station at the Jordan house, and is respectfully forwarded:

The eiiemy^s signal officer lias just reported as follows: ‘^We drove the enemy's
left from the Weldon road and are still pursuing."

DAVIS,
Captain.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STEYKEE,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

August 21, 1804—5 p. m.
Captain Fisher:

Firing by enemy in front of my station between 10 and 12 a. m. An
embrasure is being built in a short work of the enemy at the place of
the exploded fort. It will enable the enemy to enfilade our line in front
of my station.

I. S. LYOE,
JAhutenant and Signal Officer.

August 21, 1804—0.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer

:

A regiment of about 400 men moved out of town on same road, and
taking same direction as those reported yesterday at 1.30 p. m. They
were followed by two ambulances. I thiidi the enemy has moved the
artillery from four-gun battery to left of white house.

A. C. JOEDAN,
Sergeant.



362 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Plank 'Road Signal Station,
August 21 J

1864—7 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Between forty and fifty ambulances passed to our right on Weldon

railroad toward Petersburg to-day, and many stragglers passing and
repassing on same road. No movements visible since last report.

Camps unchanged.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergeant.
,

Hdqrs. Arma^ of the Potomac, Signal Department,
• August 21y 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have the honor to forward the following rebel signal

message, intercepted by the signal officer at the Jordan house:

Colonel Brenu
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Since fog cleared, as far as I can see to left of Cobb’s and crossing pontoon and
Broadway road, I notice a large number of stragglers passing, going toward Peters-
burg, which leads me to think that a division or corps must have passed during the
night. Two companies of cavalry passed along the Broadway road toward Peters-
burg. The sharpshooters report the same.

E.,
Sei'geant at 114.

(Same to A. B.)

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKER,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21j 1864—10.35 a. m.

Commanding Officer Second Corps:
In consequence of the bad condition of the roads at this time the

commanding general directs that for the present the subsistence sup-

plies required for the troops west of the filank road be packed to them,
and that the commanders of such troops make the necessary arrange-

ments for this purpose. Until further orders no salt meat will- be
issued to the troops west of the plank road. The chief commissary has
been directed to provide beef on the hoof instead. Please acknowledge.

A S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to commanding officers Fifth and Ninth Army Corps.)

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Foiiit, Uu., August 21y 1864.

Capt. H. V. Slosson,
Comdg. Company I), Fifteenth Few York Vol. Engineers

:

Y^ou will remain until to-morrow morning, with sixty men and your
bridge where it now is, with the. draw either open or closed, as may be
most convenient. The balance of your men will return to this camp
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to-day. In the morning you will swing your bridge, take up the abut-

ments, and have everything ready to tow to this place in the way that

was attempted last night—that is, the whole bridge laid in one raft.

The stern boats will be provided with oars and oarsmen to steer. A
tug will report to you at 8 a. m.
By order of Brig. Gen. H. W. Benham

:

OHANNING CLAPP,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31

y
1864—11.30 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second: Corps

:

According to statement of deserters the troops of the enemy in their

intrenchments in front of us are Johnson’s division, of Beauregard’s

cordis, one brigade of Hoke’s division, and two brigades of Heth’s

division. The remainder are in front of Warren, namely, three bri-

gades of Hoke’s division, two brigades of Heth’s division, and all of

Mahone’s division.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Major-General Ord.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31

y
1864—13 m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

With the enemy’s intrenchment held with as thin a line as he now
hold’s it, Mott’s division need only hold the front line of works thinly
and the large redoubt on the plank road, so as to leave every man pos-

sible available for the left. The commanding general thinks that in the
present almost impassable condition of the roads it is advisable not to

take your artillery beyond the plank road.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—General Ord will send from 500 to 800 men to relieve that
many of Mott’s. Please give directions accordingly, and let Mott
communicate to General Ord where the troops can best get into the
intrenchments.

A. A. H.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31

y
1864—11.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Gurley House

:

I am instructed to say that circumstances may render it necessary to
assume the offensive to-morrow, and the commanding general desires
you to be prenared at an early hour of the morning.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Warren.)



OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.364

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 1864.

preparations will be made for the troops going into permanent
camp, as the command will probably be extended to the left to-day.

The command will be held in readiness to move at short notice.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FEANCIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps,
Atigust 21^ 1864—2 p. m.

The command is informed that General Warren has repulsed the
second attack made on him to-day, capturing several colors and inflict-

ing great loss on the enemy.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FEAECIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
N^ear Weldon Railroad., August 21, 1864—5 p. m.

Excepting only the wagons for intrenching tools, no wagons what-
ever will be brought this side of the plank road. Subsistence, forage,

ammunition, and officers^ supplies must all be packed and brought up
as required. Spring wagons are included in this particular.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

FEANCIS A. WALKEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
Aiigust 21, 1864.

Major Hazard,
Chief of Artillery, Second Army Corps

:

Major: The brigadier-general commanding desires that you place a
battery of light 12s in the square redoubt on tbe right of the Jerusalem
plank road, in addition to the battery already there (Clark’s). You will

please have this attended to to-night as early as possible.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HAKCOCK,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Orders.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brig., Second Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

The command will move immediately in the following order: Captain
Brown, Captain Burton, Captain McKnight, Lieutenant Beck, Captain
Edgell, Cai)tain Sleej^er, Captain Ames, Lieutenant Eoder, Captain
Woerner, Captain Dow. Each battery will move out and follow the
one preceding it Avithout further orders. Captain Miller will command
the column.
By command of Capt. A. J. Clark:

U. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistayit Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21^ 1864. (Keceived 1.30 m.)

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Division., Second Corps

:

To save time orders are sent yon direct that General Ord will send
from 500 to 800 men to relieve as many of your men now holding the
intrenchments as practicable. An engineer officer will see you and
conduct Ord’s troops to that part of the trenches from which yours will

be withdrawn upon being relieved by Ord’s men. General Hancock is

advised of this and will send you orders. Unless directed to the con-

trary by General Hancock, please send the part of your division taken
from the trenches to the vicinity of the Strong house. Have these
orders executed as promi^tly as i)ossible.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 21y 1864—1.30 p. m. (Received 2.10 p. m.)

General Mott:
Please send a staff officer to report to General Ames at once to show

the latter the best way to the right of your trenches, where I wish
General Ames to post all his available force (two or three regiments).
They will be stretched ont to cover about half your xiresent line. Also
please send at once another staff officer to report to General Carr, who
has two or three regiments to iiost in the left half of your trenches. Let
these staff officers know where to take the resxiective commands, and
oblige,

Yours,
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 21, 1864. (Received 2.45 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Third Division:

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say
that he is about to proceed with the balance of his command to the
Gurley house (shown on the map). He will therefore be unable to
relieve your pickets, and you will be obliged to look out for [your] own
left.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS A. WALKER,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Third Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,
Camp in the Trenches, August 21, 1864—12 m.

[Maj. John Hancock,
Assistant Adjutant-General :]

Ma.tor: In comidiance with orders from the general commanding the
division, directing me to make a demonstration in front of the enemy’s
works. I proceeded at once to the trenches. Orders were given to the
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command to strike the shelters in front where they could be seen by
the enemy, the men to sling their knai^sacks and take arms. After the
batteries had opened on our line orders were issued and repeated with
a loud voice throughout our line “ to prepare to advance.” Banners
were unfurled and every demonstration made to jump over the breast-

works by raising muskets and hats while the whole line was cheering.

This had the effect to bring the enemy partly up on top of their works,
apparently waiting for our advance. Opposite our center we observed
a strong line of skirmishers, and behind an extensive abatis (Spanish
riders) a line of battle, in strength fully equal to ours. On the right
(their left) they did not appear quite so strong, owing to the continued
fire kept up. The appearance on our left (their right) was about the
same as in front of our center.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. MCALLISTER,

Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade,

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864—5.30 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I have the honor to report that it is probable the estimate of prisoners
taken from me reported in the Richmond papers is nearly fight. Gen-
eral Crawford’s division lost in all, killed, wounded, and missing, 2,100

men. General Ayres in the two days has about 650 missing. So many
fell out on the march here that we cannot say how many were prisoners,

but it must be the greater proportion of the above. General Cutler has
also lost heavily. We drove the enemy back everywhere in confusion
with our troops in reserve, but they had such an easy way to escape
into their intrenchments that our prisoners were few, not exceeding 260.

I will be able to send you a detailed report this morning, but as yet I

have not got in reports from all the divisions.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augtist 21, 1864—5.40 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have the honor to report that yesterday I disposed my command on

the three sides of a parallelogram Avith a view to prevent the possibility

of being turned, and the whole command is about here in the space of

little over a square mile. Until a xierfect knowledge of the country is

gained on which you jAroiiose to establish the intrenched line, I would
advise some similar disposition of the Second Coiqjs between here and
the plank road, and then let us extend to meet each other. The country
is so wooded that it Acill take some time to select the xiroper line, and
in doing this the mass of the trooi)S could rest till their xiosition was
determined. These long lines in the woods exxiose them to be easily

broken, and it is imx)ossible for the commander to xu’ovide against it if
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done while the line is being established, unless it is securely intrenched,

as we go, with a heavy flank force and immediate supports to cover the
line while it is intrenching.

Bespectfully,
G. K. WAEKEN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864—8.30 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

It seems to me that a good point to concentrate the troops of the
Second Corps before estaftishing any regular line is a little northeast
of the Aiken house. A road very direct from the large redoubt runs
by it to this place which will want a little cutting out where I made
the slashing around the redoubt. The old line constructed as far as

the bend southwest of the Jones house would do. It would then take
across to some old works (it may be badly located) and then toward
Dunlop^s; it would make a line about three miles long from the large
redoubt to the railroad.

Bespectfully,
G. K. WABBEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21^ 1864—8.30 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

We hear heavy tiring in your direction. What is the condition of
afiairs with you?

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21j 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The enemy have driven in my pickets on the north and west and
opened with artillery, but his firing is from points where he cannot see.

G. K. WABBE^s^,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—9.30 a. m.

M ajor-General WARREN :

(Or any officer at his headquarters.)

Heavy firing is heard in your direction. What is going on?
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-Geiierai Humphreys:
General : The enemy showed an infanti^ line of battle at Flow-

ers’, but onr artillery compelled it to leave. I don’t think I can be
whipped if dispositions will save me, for my line extends well around,
with considerable reserves. If the enemy comes between me and the
plank road to attack I would like to have his rear harassed if yon have
any little spare force to do it with. I consider the efforts this morn-
ing as demonstration to get at a knowledge of my position. The tiring

has ceased for a few moments past.

Kespectfnlly,
G. K. WAEKEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21., 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Warren:
Major-General Parke will move at once with Ferrero’s division

toward your position to carry out the orders of yesterday. Major-Gen-
eral Hancock’s troops will move at once to carry out the same orders,

having arrived in this vicinity about 8 o’clock this morning. Should
the enemy endeavor to penetrate between yon and the plank road and
attack you Hancock’s troops will be at once thrown upon him.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of IStaff.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 21j 1864. (Keceived 10.30 a. m.)

General Humphreys:
We have just repulsed an attack of Mahone’s division from the wxst

of the railroad. Whipped it easily.

G. K. WAEKEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August '21^ 1864—10.50 a. m.

General Humphreys:
We have now several hundred prisoners. They seem to belong to

Mahone and Hoke, and there is among the troops a brigade commanded
by General Hagood. The enemy is reported all the time moving down
to my left.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21j 1864—11.10 a. m.

M njor-General Warren.
Commanding Fifth Corps :

General Hancock’s two divisions are moving to the Strong house,

from which point they will ])r()ceed to ])repare the line to the left as

indicated in yesterday’s instructions. They will be held ready, how-
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ever, to move to you should any exigency require it. Parke is to move
out at once with Ferrero’s division to you. Olingman’s, Hagood’s, and
Colquitt’s brigades all belong to Hoke’s division. According to a
deserter’s statement you have those three brigades of Hoke’s, Mahone’s
division, and two brigades of Heth’s division opposed to you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,

Tlie following dispatch from Lieutenant-General Grant is sent for

your information and guidance.*
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Jones'^ House, August 21, 1864—2.20 p. m,

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The commanding general directs me to inform you that Hancock’s
two divisions are ordered to the Gurley house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General a7id Chief ‘of Staff.

Parke is ordered to set Ferrero’s division to slashing from the Strong
house west, and to concentrate Potter’s division near the Aiken house.

A. A. H.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864—3 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

I have received your dispatch of 11.10 a. m. and the copy of the one
from General Grant to General Meade of 11.20 a. m. for my information
and guidance. If the enemy attacks me so as to get a crushing repulse,
I will take every advantage of it. If he wishes to get me off, as he has
been trying for four days to do, I think he will make a more vigorous
effort yet. I am holding myself prepared for it. On my north front
he falls back at once into his intrenchments, and if I move west with
my whole force I must make another detour to avoid a flank attack
while doing it. I lose all the advantage of my artillery as soon as I

move and get the effect of his. I believe I have fought against the
army opposed to me to know pretty well what to do here on the field.

General Parke is now here. He ranks me. .

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
' August 21, 1864—10.40 p. m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

Do you know how far the railroad i)arty have destroyed the railroad
to-day?

A. A. IIHMPHREYS,
Major-General ' and Chief of Staff.

I have received your dispatch and will send it.

* Soe Grjint to Meade, 11.20 a. m., p. 355.

24 R R—VOL XLIl, PT II

A. A. H.
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General Humphreys :

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864—12 m.

The railroad party have destroyed about one mile and a half south
of this place—the Globe Tavern. Thanks for your attention to my
private dispatch.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General,

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 205. ] August 21, 1864.

1. Col. Charles P. Stone, Fourteenth U. S. Infantry, having reported
at these headquarters, in compliance with orders from, headquarters
Army of the Potomac, is assigned to duty with Brig. Gen. R. B. Ayres,
commanding Second Division, and will report accordingly.*#**#*#
By command of Major-General AVarren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 110. )

August 21, 1864—9.45 a. m
AVherever our skirmishers have been driven in they will be immedi-

ately pushed back again as soon as the firing ceases.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. IIOJ. i Augusi 21, 1864—9 p. m.

Division commanders will to-night strengthen their positions where
they can, and have their men under arms at an early hour to-morrow
morning. They will push their pickets out as far as possible, the men,
if necessary, creeping on their hands and knees so that they may be
able to give timely warning of the approach of the enemy in case of a
fog: and, in that event, if an alarm is given and the firing begins it

must be stopped as soon as it appears that the enemy is not advancing.
Instructions must be given in detail on these i)oints. Let sixty rounds
of ammunition be kept on the persons of the men.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding Second Division

:

General: There are about thirty men of General Willcox’s on the
picket-line with your men in front of the old barn on the right of the
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railroad. The major-general commanding directs you to relieve them
with your own men. An officer from General Willcox will point out the
place. He accompanies this.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistayit A djutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 21^ 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Corps :

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the left of the Ninth
Corps are constructing a rifle-pit in rear of my right (Lieutenant Van
Reed’s) battery, cutting it otf and rendering it impossible to draw it

back if desired.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. B. AYRES,
Brigadier- Genera I

y
Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21y 1864.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding Second Division :

General : The major-general commanding directs me to say that if

you would rather put [up] that work yourself he will take the Ninth
Corps men oft* of it. He directed them to construct it last night.

V^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S.—The general intends to have a roadway made, so that Van
Reed’s battery can be withdrawn by the right.

F. T. L.

General Ayres:

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augxist 21

y
1864—9.30 a. m.

I wish you to occupy with your troops the place where the brigade
of General Hartranft [is] if you think it necessary. 1 shall have to en-

trust that part of the line to you and take him away.
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21y 1864—9 p. m.

General Ayres :

1 wish you to take command of General Cutler’s division while in its

present position and distribute that force so as to strengthen any part
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of yours if necessary. If you will have a roadway made around where
I stated, I will send over a battery. On your north front 1 laid out the
lines ni 3\self, thus:

Between A and B and between G and D I do not think any infantry
should be placed. The battery at A should have the parajjet A B so

fixed as to fire also in the direction a e
;
that at D E, d a. I don’t

tell you this as necessary for your information, but to say I rely upon
you to see that it is carried out. I think you can use Van Eeed’s bat-

tery, now between B and C. It might be withdrawn by you if necessary
and cover that space by the infantry taken from the flanks A B and
I) 0. I wish you on the front. I wish you to exercise the fullest au-
thority and discretion, and do without consulting me, if I am not present,

whatever you think best. I intrust our left in the same way to General
Griffin. I will look out for the center and reserves. I believe Lee’s
army can’t get us out of here if we fight well.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAERENT,

Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifth Corps,
No. 46. j

August 21.^ 1864.

1. Ool. Charles P. Stone, Fourteenth Infantry, having been assigned
to duty with this division, by virtue of order from corps headquarters of
this date, is assigned to the command of the First Brigade.
By command of Brigadier-General Ayres

:

GEO. L. CHOISY,
First Lieutenant^ Alde-de-Camp^ and Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Division, Fifth Corps,
No. —

. )
August 21, 1864.

The One hundred and ninetieth and One hundred and ninety-first

Pennsylvania Volunteers, heretofore composing the Third Brigade, are
hereby transferred to the First Brigade, and tlie Third Brigade will be
discontinued until further orders.

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford:
GEO. :\rONTEITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864. (Received 8 a. m.)

Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir : I have completed the work on Bragg’s left so as to be ready for

the battery which the general proposed to put in there.

Yours, respectfully,
L. CUTLER,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21j 1864—10.15 a. m. (Received 10.30 a. m.)

Captain Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Ninth Army Corps:

Will you please direct General Ferrero to move his division as soon
as relieved by General Hancock’s troops to the vicinity of the Aiken
House, and then hold in readiness to move to the support of the balance
of the Ninth Corps or the Second Corps.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Jones’ House.) August 21, 1864—2.20 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Hancock’s two divisions are ordered to the Gurley house. Mott will

hold as far as the Strong house, and further if he can. The command-
ing general desires you to put Ferrero’s division to slashing and hold-
ing from the Strong house toward Warren and to concentrate the
division now at that work (Potter’s) about the Aiken house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General aud Chief of Staff.

Warren’s Headquarters,
August 21, 1864—2.45 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I did not fully understand with General Hancock that he was to
extend his line to the left beyond that now held by Mott. Will you
please have this understood, so that I can have Potter’s division
moved to the left and vStrengthened. He now holds a long thin line in
front of the Aiken house, and White and Willcox join him in reserve.
Ferrero has not yet arrived. His men in the redoubt on the plank
road were to have been relieved by the Second Corps, and then he was
to come on to the Aiken house.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864—8 p. m.

Brigadier-General White,
Commanding First Division:

General : By direction of tlie major-general commanding tLe army
I am directed to have the work of slashing and making rifle-pits con-

tinued all night until a close connection is perfected from the right of

the Fifth Corps through to the line occupied by the Second Corps. I

wish you to attend to this work in your front and make a complete con-

nection between General Willcox and General Potter. Please report
l)rogress.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. G. PAEKE,

Major- General^ Commanding,

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Ninth Army Corps,
No. 98. ) Before Petersburg, Va., August 21, 1864.

Col. John I. Curtin, Forty-flfth Pennsylvania Volunteers, is hereby
assigned to the command of the First Brigade, Second Division, Ninth
Army Corps, and will report without delay accordingly.
By command of Brigadier-General Potter

:

SAMUEL WEIGHT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
At General Potter^s, near Gurlefs Rouse, August 21, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Fourth Division:

General : I wish you to relieve the Second Division on the line it

now occupies, extending from Warren’s position, the right of whicfli is

now picketed by General White’s division. I wish you to strengthen
this line by slashing obstructions and such defenses as may be found
available. I wish you to be prepared with a portion of the troops
under arms at all times to resist any advance of the enemy that may
be made on your front. The Second Division will be massed in the
vicinity of Aiken’s house. General Potter’s staff officer will show you
the line. It is iiossible that the Second Corps, Mott’s troops, may ex-

tend to the left from the vicinity of the Strong house. If so, you will

close to the left, and thus strengthen your line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. G. PAEKE, .

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—10.15 a. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General Warren holds the Weldon railroad at Blick’s, Dunlop’s, &c.
A part of Kautz’s cavalry, under command of Colonel Spear, is watching
and picketing on his left, probably with one regiment, and the brigade



Chap. LIV.] 375CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

you sent yesterday is covering the railroad party engaged in destroy-

ing the railroad from Blick’s south toward Eeams^ Station. The com-
manding general desires you to move out to the Weldon railroad with
your force and co-operate with General Warren, under whose orders
the destruction of the railroad was commenced. If, in your judgment,
any part of Kautz’s division should return to this side of the Black-
water you can send them.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 2f 1864—4.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

j
Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to report that my headquarters are on
the plank road below McCann’s.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Six-Mile Mouse, Weldon Railroad, August 21, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General GreoGt, Commanding Cavalry:

The major-general commanding directs that you move your brigade
to this vicinity and cover the left of the army with your division,

leaving Kautz’s division to cover from the plank road to the James.
Colonel Spear, who is in command of the cavalry now here, is at the
Perkins house, about a mile below this, on the Weldon railroad.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

The cross roads are impracticable for wagons and artillery.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864—6 a. m.

Colonel Stedman :

You will move your command out at once along the railroad and make
dispositions to cover the party at work destroying it now about a mile
south from here. Colonel Spear’s cavalry is out yet, and I have had no
report since I saw you yesterday.

G. K. WAEEEY,
Major-General.

City Point, August 21, 1864.

IMajor-General Butler, Commanding:
General Ord has extended so as to hold a greater front to relieve as

many as possible of the Army of the Potomac to go to General Warren’s
support. To hold what he uoav does, two or three more batteries ought
to be sent to him. Have you got them to spare If so, send them.
Two will probably be enough.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Captain Norton:
Eebel message received at 2.20 p. m.

;

August 21, 1864.

O. O. and Colonel B.

:

The enemy was driven from Weldon road.

Send to Lieutenant-General Grant.

We are still pursuing him.
O.,
At B.

B. F. BUTLEE.

City Point, Va., August 21, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commandwg, &c. :

The last dispatch from General Warren was dated at 11 a. m. He
then stated that the enemy had attacked from the north and west, but
were, too, easily repulsed. We did not get them close enough for his

fire to have full effect. He captured, however, 400 prisoners that he
knows of. I hope there is a mistake in the intercepted signal.

U, S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., August 21, 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Butler, '

Commanding, &c.

:

The enemy is evidently massing everything he can to drive our troops
from the Weldon road. To do this he is undoubtedly leaving his

intrenched lines almost to their own care. Have a reconnaissance made,
and if, with the Tenth Corps, you can break through, do it.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

August 21, 1864—2 p. m.
Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Birney and myself are at this moment consulting upon the
movement which you suggest, and will try and do it to-morrow morning.
If we do anything I must have all the batteries I have left. I have but
seven in all on the line and in reserve on this side of the river. Will
send the one at Spring Hill to Ord. General Hancock has twelve.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE.

City Point, Va., Atigust 21, 1864—3.50 p. m.

Major-General Butler,
Comnumding, &c.

:

The operator at General Warreifs’headquarters, this moment, in reply
to a question from me says every attack of the enemy has been repulsed,
and Warren’s position is now stronger than ever.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Copy transmitted to General Birney at 4 p. m.)
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August 21, 1864.

Captain Norton:
Rebel message received 11.30 a. m.

:

10.45 A. M.

O. O., Colonel B., and A. B.

:

Since the smoke cleared, as near as I can see to the left of CohVs crossing pon-
toon, and also along the bridge road, I noticed a large number of stragglers passing

going toward Petersburg, which led me to think a division or corps had passed during
the night. Two companies of cavalry passed along the military road going toward
City Point. General Thomas' sharpshooters made the same report.

R.,

Sergeant at C.

K[RZYWOSZYNSKI],
Lieutenant.

August 21, 1864—10.35 p. m.

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
I would respectfully state that in answer to your inquiry the signal

officers at Crow’s Nest, Water Battery, tower, and Spring Hill report

that they have observed no movements or indications of movements of

enemy to-day.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

I liave the honor to announce my return with my troops to old camp
during the night. I was left to protect the crossing of Generals Han-
cock’s and Gregg’s troops.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

August 21, 1864—8 p. m.
Major-General Birney :

It being now quite certain that the enemy have withdrawn very largely
in front of our line between the James and Appomattox for the purpose
of giving battle to General Warren, on the Weldon road, below Peters-
burg, it is thought expedient that we should make the attempt to pierce
their lines in this front. For that purpose you will take, say, 4,000 of
your best troops, and passing on to the plain near Port Walthall will,

just before day, say 3.30 a. m., move upon the enemy’s lines between
the Appomattox and Bake-House Creek, and up the valley of the creek,
if found practicable. From the point at the old mill-pond near the
picket-line held by us, it would be well to send off, say, two regiments
or a brigade of not more than 800 men, to move with vigor up the road
that leads to the left, at the same time to make a vigorous attack in

that direction. A column of, say, 1,000 men should at the same time
make demonstrations in the nature of a feint on the right, near Ware
bottom Church, so that the enemy shall be held in check there. This
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column should be kept under cover as much as possible, so as to avoid the
lire of the enemy’s batteries, and seek cover to all possible extent consist-

ently with a demonstration. At the same time all our batteries should
open on the center of the enemy’s line. As this movement, if properly
timed, should be substantially over, let the troops take nothing but
their canteens filled and cartridge-boxes. So much depends on your
executive energy and skill that I forbear making other details the sub-
ject of an order.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General^ Commanding.

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 21^ 1864—3.55 p. m.

General Birney:
General Grant telegraphs as follows at 3.40 p. m.

:

The operator at General Warren’s headquarters this moment, in reply to a question
from me, says every attack of the enemy has been repulsed and Warren’s position is

now stronger than ever.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

GEO. A. KENSEL,
Lieutenant-Colonel^ &c.

City Point, August 21.^ 1864—5.30 p. m.
(Via Butler’s headquarters.)

General Birney,
Tenth Army Corps:

Get everything ready as we talked for the movement we spoke of.

It is approved. We are to move on Petersburg, so we all say. Will
be back at once. Let the men take nothing but canteen of coffee and
cartridge-box.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major- Getteral.

August 21, 18(34—7.15 p. m.
General Birney :

Come over. If you could bring with you Terry and the commanders
that are to lead the column it would be better.

BEIIJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

August 21, 18G4—11.40 p. m.

General Birney:
Telegram received. From what you have learned, what is your opin-

ion as to the feasibility of the movement? You can judge better than
I, having seen the parties making report.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Command ing.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864. (Sent 12.15 a. m. 22d.) .

Major-General Butler,
Headquarters

:

My opinion is that they have restored the strength of their line to

meet the return of my corps. Their line, like ours, will almost defend
itself with artillery. Ihave confidence in the reports of re-enforcements.
I dislike to abandon the movement, but regard it as perhaps a doubt-
ful one as to success. A surprise might take the line.

H. B. BIBNEY,
Major- General.

(Forwarded by Butler to Lieutenant-General Grant at 12.35 a. m. 22d.)

August 21, 1864.

Colonel Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

A small brigade of infantry and eight army wagons have moved
toward our right on the road to Eichmond.

CHAS. F. CEOSS,
Lieutenajit and Sigrial Officer.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Aitgust 21.) 1864.

The following disposition of troops to execute the order will be made:
Brigadier-General Terry, with Howell’s brigade, of his own division,

one brigade of colored troops, under Brigadier-General Birney, and Cur-
tis’ brigade, of Turner’s division, will make the attack. He will be
ready to make the attack by 3.30 a. m. to-morrow. He will pass on to

the plain near Port Walthall and move upon the enemy’s lines between
the Ap])omattox and Bake-House Creek, and up the valley of the
creek, if found practicable. Brigadier-General Foster, with his three
regiments, will make a demonstration in the nature of a feint on the
right 7iear Ware Bottom Church, so that the enemy shall be held in

check there. He will keep his column under cover as much as possible
so as to avoid artillery fire, and will do all that is possible to make a
demonstration. He will move up so as to drive in the enemy’s pickets,
cheering and yelling, at jmecisely 3.30 a. m. Colonel Curtis will detach
a regimejit from his brigade to move up the mill-i)ond road on the right
of Bake-House Creek. The regiment will then deploy to the left and
make a vigorous attack on the enemy’s works. This movement will be
made simultaneously with the attack by General Terry’s division on
the left. The regiment should be in i)osition to make the attack at 3.30
a. m. to-morrow.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Orders.] Headquarters Tenth Arma" Corps,
August J21y 1864.

The troops of this command will be held in readiness to move during
the night in light marching order, without knapsacks. They will take
one day^s rations and coffee in the canteens.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry :

The major-general copimanding directs that General Foster’s com-
mand be held in readiness to move and join his division, except his cav-
alry and two infantry regiments. The garrisons of the redoubts will

be relieved and march AAuth their regiments.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 21y 1864.

Brigadier-General Foster,
Dee}) Bottom :

Have all your troops, except cavalry and two regiments of infantry
to garrison the works, ready to march to your division. Orders in due
course will reach you.

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Deep Bottom, August 21, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assista7it Adjutant- Ge7ieral

:

Everything is now in its former position. The iiontoon was replaced
before daylight. This morning both pontoons below the creek are taken
away. Lieutenant-Colonel Coan is about leaving af this time. The
enemy tried Colonel Coan’s pickets about daylight on the right in small
force.

K. S. FOSTER,
B7'igadier- Ge7ieral.

Headqitarters Tenth Army Corps,
Aiigust 21, 1864.

Brigadier-General Turner,
Co7n7)iandi7ig Second Division:

The major-general commanding directs that you cause the colored

troops on the line to be relieved and sent to their brigade.
Resi)ectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assista7it Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 21j 1864.

Brigadier-General Turner,
Commanding Second Division

:

The major-general commanding particularly desires to have Curtis^

brigade go entire, and he directs that you relieve it by one of your
other brigades.

Eespectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864.

Col. N. M. Curtis,
Commanding Brigade

:

Colonel: I am instructed by the brigadier-general commanding to

direct you to picket the line the same as last night and from the same
troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Captain^ Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols.j Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Hdqrs. Fourth Reoiment Massachusetts Cavalry,
In the Field

j
August 21., 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ep. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders
from corps headquarters I reported for duty with my command to

Brigadier-General Turner, on the evening of August 13, and was
assigned to duty in the trenches under immediate command of Colonel
Curtis. On the 17th of August I reported for duty with my command
to Major-General Birney at corps headquarters, and was ordered to

picket and patrol that portion of the line connecting tiie right of

Brigadier-General Birney’s with the left of General Gregg’s picket-

line. This duty was performed until August 20, at 10 p. m., when, in

obedience to marching orders, I covered the rear of the retiring x)ickets

to the pontoon bridge, reaching camp at 4 a. m. August 21. The only
casualty to my command was an accidental injury to one man by gun-
shot wound.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS WASHBURN,

Lieutenant- Colonel Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Washburn,
Comynanding Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry

:

The major-general commanding directs that you report, with your
command (dismounted), to Brigadier-General Turner for duty in the
intrenchments.

Respectfully,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters,
August 31, 1864^8.40 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

What did the firing mean this morning?
B. F. BUTLEK,

Major- Oeneral, Comman ding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel :

There is very heavy firing now going on five or six miles south of
this apparently, probably a severe engagement on the left. It is too
far to hear musketry.

E. O, C. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

Colonel Kensel,
Chief of Staff:

The firing this a. m. was a shelling along the whole line just as much
as we have had for three mornings previous. I suppose it was
intended to annoy us.

OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you open your batteries

upon the enemy.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Brigadier-General Mott.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—10.35 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps :

The major-general commanding directs that in addition to opening
your batteries upon the enemy, you make every demonstration of

attack upon them.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Brigadier-General Mott.)
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
[August 21^ 1864]—11.25 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

All was going on well on the left. The enemy showed a line of bat-

tle in front of Warren’s left, when he opened his artillery upon them.
It has been renewed.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21., 1864—11.30 a. m.

General Humphreys:
I have just received the following:

Capt. S. A. Carter:
Have just discovered a movement of the rebels. They are moving in haste from

the front of Colonel Fairchild’s brigade to the rebel right
;
the movement is quite

plain. Colonel Fairchild with me.
E. WRIGHT,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

This near Burnside’s mine.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21y 1864. (Received 11.40 a. m.)

General Humphreys :

My ammunition in front was nearly all used up last night, and I

can’t keep up the firing long.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21., 1864—11.40 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

Your dispatch received. Can you concentrate your troops at any
l)oint, leaving a very thin line in the intrenchments, and attack if the
enemy thins off much more, or can you extend your line and relieve

some i)art of Mott’s troops, so that they can be sent toward the Wel-
don railroad? Mahone’s division attacked Warren and was repulsed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and. Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21y 1864. (Received 12 m.)

General Humphreys:
1 will relieve a portion of my troops and send from 500 to 800 men to

relieve General Mott on the left. Please send a staff ofticer to my head-
(luarters to show them the way.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864—11.55 a. m.

General Humphrea^S:
The following has been received

:

Captain Carter,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The rebel movement reported to yon continued about fifteen minutes, when our
artillery opened on them and they at once hid in a covered way.

E. WRIGHT,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Eespectfully,

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—12 m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eigliteentli Corps

:

General Mott holds the intrenchments from your left to the plank
road, and yonr troops had probably better extend to the left. I will

advise General Hancock at once, and that Mott should send some one
to point out how your troops should best enter the trenches—but they
are new to the intrenchments.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major- Gene^^al and Chief of Staff.

General Grant :

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

I have ordered portions of my men to relieve Mott’s division, by
General Meade’s order. My parapet front line in places does not cover
my men, having been washed down by rain, hence there is danger of

reducing too much my trench guard, having no reserves of either in-

fantry or artillery. I should like two or three batteries from General
Butler, Parke having withdrawn three batteries, and I have none to

replace them. I have no battery to prevent the enemy crossing near
Port Clifton.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.

City Point, Ya., A^igust 21, 1864—1 p. m.
Major-General Ord,

Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps

:

Tlie enemy evidently intend to use nearly their entire force to drive
us from the Weldon road. This will enable us either to penetrate their

line or to hold ours with a small force. Either make an attemjE to

break through on your front, or extend so as to relieve Mott’s division

to go to Warren. I am inclined to think the latter to be the best

l^olicy, but leave it to vour iudgment.
U. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864. (Received 3.50 p. m.)

General Butler :

I have asked General Grant for three batteries to replace three of

General Parke’s. He replies that you will let me have one and Gen-
eral Hancock the other two. Will the one from you arrive before

night ? My line now is between three and four miles long.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 1864—8.05 p. m.

General Humphreys:
The following has just been received

:

Headquarters Fifth U. S, Colored Troops,
August 21, 1864—6.30 p. m.

General: An intelligent man, whom I have had in a tree top to-day to observe
the motions of the enemy, reports that three bodies of rebels moved toward the left

(our left) at 5 p. ni. He thinks about a regiment in each body.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. W. SHURTLEFF,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fifth U. S. Colored Troops.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864—10 p. m.

General Humphreys:
I do not feel confident as to strength of my line if attacked vigor-

ously, with two little reserves two miles apart and enemy only 200
yards ofi‘. Have made the best i^reparations I could. Shall to-morrow
take the Sj^encer carbines from my detachment of cavalry and put
these arms in the trenches.

E. O. C. ORD,
3Iajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—10.40 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

The commanding general thinks it best that you should not weaken
your line any further. He can get along very well without calling on
you still more.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
3Iajor- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
3fear Petersburg, Va., August 21, 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff, Department of Virginia and North Carolina

:

Colonel: I have to report that my corps in the last ten days has
been reduced, x>rincipally by sickness, from the 10th to the 19th

25 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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inclusive, 2,103 officers and men. The sick men, wlien 1 took command,
averaged only 7 i)er cent. It is now from 17 to 20, and increasing
rapidly. The fact that these men came liere from a malarious district

of the South, that they had been more than two months in tlie trenches,
and that in the last few days they have been exposed to heavy rains,

which fill the pits, and to the enemy’s fire, which prevents their obtain-
ing rest, will account for this condition of the men. I have no hesita-

tion in saying that uidess the corps is relieved from its present duty
and allowed rest, in the course of a month I shall not have 5,000 able-

bodied men for duty out of the 10,000 now reported. I have no reserves
to relieve the men from the trenches, avIio are scattered along a line of
over three miles, besides doing picket duty for five miles on the river
front.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, &c.,

E. O. 0. OKD,
Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
l7i the Fields Va., August 31, 1864—10.05 a. m.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding First Division :

General: Get all your men under arms, including reserves. Send
a staff officer to each of your brigades to let you know the condition of
affairs, and whether there is any movement on the left. Be prepared
to and re-enforce any threatened part of the line without Awaiting any
further instructions. The batteries are directed to open all along the
line. Please comply with inclosed telegram as near as you can.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding First Division

:

General: The major-general commanding directs that as soon as
a staff* officer reports to you from General Mott, commanding division

of Second Corps, you Avill send all your reserves by the road the officer

will designate, to relieve the left half of the line noAV held by General
IVIott, in the ISTinth Corps front. If you can you will relie\m and send
the sliarpshooters put in front this morning, and let General Ord know
the Avhole number of troops sent.

I have the honor to be, general, very resi)ectfully, your obedient ser-

vant,
S. S. SEWAED,

• ' Jlajor and. Aide-de-Camp.

P. S.—Send the best officer you have available to command the
detached force.
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Headc^uarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 21^ 1864—2.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General Carr :

General; 1 am instructed by the major-general commanding to

direct you to send one-half of your reserve force to report to Brigadier-
General Ames for such instructions as he may give them. The other half

you can retain as your own reserve. General Ames has all his men in

the trenchesy and is, therefore, Avithout any reserve force.

Very respectfully,

THEODOKE BEAD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenih Army Corps,
August 21y 1864.

Maj. Theodore Bead,
Assistant Adjutant- General.) Eighteenth Army Corps:

Ma.jor : In compliance with your communication of this date one-
half of my reserve have been sent to General Ames, commanding
Second Division. They reported to General Ames at 5 o’clock this p. m.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. CABB,
Brigadier- General.

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21) 1864.

Col. A. F. Stevens,
Gommandmg First Brigade

:

Sir : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you move the
regiments of your command uoav at the left of the Third Brigade and
connect them with the other regiments of your brigade, holding the
right of the line, this evening at dusk.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. joimsoisr.
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21) 1864.

Col. E. M. Cullen,
Commanding Second Brigade

:

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you send
one-half of the force now with you (300 men under the projier officers) to
report to Brigadier-General Ames, commanding Second Division. You
Avill notify these head(piarters so soon as you have complied with this

order. Keep the Tenth Kew Hampshire Volunteers with yourself.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. JOHKSOK,

Assistant Adjutan t- Genera 1.
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Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21^ 1864.

Col. S. H. Koberts,
Commanding Third Brigade

:

Sir: The brigadier-general coinmaiiding directs me to say that the

movement of your brigade toward the left of the line intended to be
made last night will be carried into effect this evening.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. JOmSON,

Captain ami Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 21, 1864—1.15 p. m.

Brig. Gen. A. Ames,
Comniandinf) Second Division

:

General : I am directed to relieve General Mott, who occupies the
trenches to your left, as far as the plank road at least. Mass all your
reserve force to the left for that purpose. If you can find General
Mott’s headquarters (1 do not know where they are) get a staff officer

from him to show yon the best way to his (Mott’s) line, and relieve as
large a part of his division as you can. General Carr will send two
regiments, about 600 men, to relieve the remainder. Eeport when
move commences. I telegraphed for a staff ofticer to you. As soon as
he comes from General Mott (perhaps you had better mass your reserve
and wait his arrival) let me know what force you send.

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Second Division, 18th Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., August 21, 1864.

In pursuance of instructions from corps headquarters, brigade com-
manders will have their reserves kept well in camp and ready for any
emergency.
By command of Brigadier-General Ames

:

CHAELES A. CAELETON,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 21, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : Colonel Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, stationed at
INloiint Sinai Church, reports tlie enemy’s pickets quite troublesome last

night on the road to Surry Court-House and the Powhatan stage road
5

one horse killed
;
no casualties.

Very respectfully, &c.,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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nDQKS. Second Cavalry Brigade, Kautz’s Division,
August 21^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir : In accordance to your directions I Lave tlie honor to report that
all was quiet on my front and flank last night. I made a reconnais-

sance yesterday afternoon; iiassed to the right of Beams’ Station. A
small force, about 100, are at Beams’. The enemy patrol from Beams’,
on a road west of the Yaughan road, all the way to Petersburg. The
three regiments of cavalry have removed and are now encamped at a
point three miles due west from the railroad. I shall make another
reconnaissance this morning toward their camp. I routed two reserve
picket stations of about thirty each yesterday.

Very respectfully,

S. P. SPEAB,
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade, Kautz’s Division,
August 21j 1801—

1

_p. m.
[Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,

Assistant Adjutant- General. Fifth Army Corps ;]

Colonel: Your dispatch received. I am on the extreme left. Ko
force has yet been discovered. I am reconnoitering and will send you
the first indication of any movement of the enemy. I have securely
picketed every point. I am now Avith three regiments on the Yaughan
road trying to ascertain their movements. The enemy have even drawn
in their outer inckets. This means something which I am trying to

discover.

Yery respectfully,

S. P. SPEAB,
Colonel

j
Commanding Cavalry.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
August 21, 1864.

Col. F. T. Locke, Assistant Adjutant- General :

I am now at Colonel Wyatt’s house, Yaughan road. The right flank of
the enemy rests here. General W. H. F. Lee is in command. I had a
sharp skirmish with bis advance posts; drove them all in

;
advanced to

the main body; can get no farther without heavy loss. The roads are
all barricaded in different places. The enemy are bivouacked; the
distance between his line and ours cannot exceed one mile and a half.

1 have had some men Avounded and captured; some prisoners. I shall

picket strongly every point.

Yours,
S. P. SPEAB,

Colonel, Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
August 21, 1864—6 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke, Assistaiit Adjutant-General:

Sir: Since my last dispatch I have been to Beams’ Station.
Destroyed tA\m large Avater-tanks, i)umiis, store-house, &c. A force oi

seAumty of the enemy Avas theie; small skirmish completely routed
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them. Went two miles [beyond] Eeams’j destroyed telegraph wire.

Crossed the country and drove all pickets. Know where one regiment
of cavalry is encamped eight miles from herej will visit them to morrow.
My flank is well guarded and the enemy’s right is well watched. It is

still resting on Wyatt’s house.

Very respectfully,

S. P. SPEAE,
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry.

Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
Angus t 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

General : General Gregg directs me to say that Colonel Spear will

be relieved by this division on Weldon railroad, and that you Avill

picket from James Eiver to plank road, connecting with the pickets of

the Second Division Cavalry at a point in vicinity of Gary’s Church,
on plank road (Jerusalem).

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864—10 p. m.
(Eeceived 2 p. m. 23d.)

Major-General Hallege,
WasMngton, D. C.

:

Everything quiet to-day. There were indications all day of the enemy
collecting his strength to attempt to drive our forces from the railroad.

The eflbrt may be made to-morrow. I suspended about 2 a. m. to-day
the order for an attack which had been prepared and was to have been
made at daylight. Yesterday’s operations cost the enemy very dearly
in killed, wounded, and captured, whilst our loss was very small.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Foint, August 22, 1864. (Eeceived S a. m.)

Major-General Meade, *

Headquarters Army of the Fotomae:

Lieutenant-General Grant desires me to say that in consequence of

the reports of deserters that the enemy’s line in front of Butler had
been reoccupied by the original force, no attempt will be made from
Butler’s front.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de- Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1864—8.15 a. m.

General Grant:
Colonel Comstock’s telegram received. If the Tenth (kiri)S is brought

this side of the Aiqmmattox, I beg leave to renew my suggestion that
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it relieve the Second Corps, bolding to the left of the Eighteenth. This
wonld leave some reserve for the line of the Tenth and Eighteenth
Corps, and would enable the concentration of the Second Corps for

further operations.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &e.

:

It is my desire to hold the Weldon road, if it can be held, and to

thoroughly destroy it as far south as possible. I do not exiiect to

attack the enemy behind his intrenchments, unless he sends off a large
part of his force. There is no necessity, therefore, for Warren moving
from where he is unless he gains a better position by doing so. I intend
to send all of the Tenth Corps that can be spared from Bermuda to

take the place of the Eighteenth, and to place the latter back on high
ground where it will support our whole line from the Apiiomattox to

the plank road, and will, at the same time, be loose to go wherever it

may be needed. Thinking it iiossible, however, that the enemy might,
duriug to-day or to-morrow, concentrate all his forces to drive Warren
away, I have directed General Butler to hold the Tenth Corps where
it is, to make the attack contemplated for this morning should the enemy
do so.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864.
Major-General Meade,

Commanding, &c. :

Twenty-five hundred cavalry were seen moving toward Petersburg
this morning. They will probably try to get to Warren’s left to-day,

either to drive in the working party on the railroad or to operate on
his rear. Do you not think it advisable to move a division of infantry
a few miles down the road to be ready for them ?

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

IJeadquaiiters Army of the Potomac,
Weldon liailroad, August 22, 1864—11.20 a. m.

General Grant:
I find the enemy has left Warren’s flank (left), and apparently his

fiont between this point and the Avorks in front of Petersburg. J also
lind that Warren is occupying the most favorable ])()int in case a ])er-

manent lodgment on the railroad is determined on. There is no object,

therefore, in advancing him nnless it is intended to attack the enemy’s
works. I have accordingly directed him to remain in his pr(‘sent posi-
tion, ])ushing his skirmislnTS forward till they feel the enemy. Parke’s
cor})s is on the right, completing tlie line from here to the ])laidv road.
Hancock has one division in reserve and the other 1 have sent to assist
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in destroying* the railroad and covering* the working* party. I under-
stand the railroad men yesterday became alarmed and mostly deserted
the work. The enemy^s cavalry will undoubtedly endeavor to interfere

with this work. I should be glad to know if these dispositions meet
your views

;
also, whether you propose to re-enforce the intrenched line

held by Ord and Mott by any of Butler’s troops, for I feel a little uneasy
about this line.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22^ 1864—12.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point:

My telegram of 11.20 has been delayed by the wire out of order.

Since writing it Warren’s pickets report the enemy in position in-

trenched, about a mile back from the position occupied yesterday. I

have directed any signal dispatches for me to be sent to you, as they
may indicate movements requiring your action.

G. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Aiigust 22, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

Two trains of cars loaded with troops moving* to Petersburg have
been reported this morning by the signal officer at Spring Hill.

U. S. GRAIST,
Lieutenant- General.

Weldon Eailroad, August 22, 1864—3.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Warren’s skirmishers are in contact with the enemy’s about a mile

from here, and the same distance from the enemy’s outworks on the
railroad. They do not report any very heavy force, and there is no indi-

cation at this moment of any attack, notwithstanding* the reports of

signal officers would seem to indicate an accumulation of troops about
the lead-works, whi(*h are on the railroad, inside the outer intrench-

ments. A dispatch from General Ord asks for reserves of infantry and
artillery in case it is anticipated he may be attacked. I have directed
him to call on General Hunt for the artillery, as he has batteries in

reserve; but 1 have no infantry to send him. Your dispatch, giving
l easons for relieving* the Eighteenth by the Tenth Corps, was not
received by me till after sending my dis])atch of 11.20, which must be
my (‘xciise for referring in that dispatch to the subject. Tlie railroad
men have done very little work, and tliat very indifferently. Han-
cock’s division Avill soon be at work in addition.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General. Commanding.
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City Point, Ya., AiKjiist 22^ 1864.

Major-Geueral Meade,
Commanding., dbc. :

The object in relieving the Eighteenth Corps is, that from being kept
so long in the A]>pomattox Bottom a great many are now sick and the
number is increasing very rapidly. Having the Eighteenth Corps free

will give the same reserve as having any other corps free would.
U. B. GEANT,

Lieutenant’ General.

City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding., Ac.:

Cars are running continually between Eichmond and Petersburg,
and this morning several trains have been seen to pass, heavily loaded
with troops going south. Warren may be attacked this evening.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

• Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I left the Weldon railroad at 6 p. m. At that time all was quiet. .

General Miles, commanding division Second Coriis, had progressed
within one mile and a half of Eeams’ Station, destroying the railroad

as he moved. Hearing the enemy’s cavalry occupied Eeams’ Station,

I directed General Gregg to send all his available cavalry force to

assist General Miles in occupying the place. Since my return a dis-

patch from General Gregg announces the occupation of Eeams’ Station
by his command. Colonel Spear, commanding brigade of Kautz’s cav-

alry, drove tlie enemy’s cavalry on the Yaughan and Bond roads in the
direction of Petersburg, till he came to a bridge destroyed by the enemy
after crossing it, at whi(*h point the pursuit ceased. Prisoners report
tlie death yesterday of General Sanders, commanding brigade, and the
wounding severely of General W. H. F. Lee, but I idace no reliance on
tiie re])orts of prisoners in such matters, as they are generally only
camp rumors.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Afajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomao,
Provost-Marsiial-General’s Department,

August 22, 1864.

Maj or-Genera 1 ITumphreYs

,

Chief of 8ltaff:

General: Among lifteen prisoners of war just sent in from Fifth
Corps 1 lind men from Eansom’s brigade, of Bushrod Johnson’s division

;

Ilagood’s bi'igade, ofHoke’s division
;
Kirkland’s brigade, otlleth’sdivis-

ioii, and Harris’, Sanders’, Wright’s, and Einegan’sbrigacles, of Mahone’s
division, and one man fiom Cliambliss’ brigade, of W. H. E. Lee’s cav-
alry division. They all report that they were on i)icket last night, and
that the commands to which they respectively belong moved during last
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night and left them there. They were cai)tured at daylight this morn-
ing. They had no knowledge as to where their commands went, but
they all have an idea that they returned to their old positions in the
trenches in front of Petersburg. They report that General Sanders
was killed this morning, and they heard that General W. H. F. Lee
died from wounds received yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, &c.

[First indorsement.]

Captain McEntee:
You mention the rumor of General Sanders’ death this morning. Do

you not mean yesterday morning
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General.

[Second indorsement.]

General: The prisoners say they heard that General Sanders was
killed yesterday evening. I have seen them the second time.

Respectfully,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 22, 1864—12 midnight.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: I have Just examined the three deserters from Einegan’s
(Florida) brigade, sent in by General Mott to-night. They know that
they left the Weldon railroad on Sunday night after dark and marched to

their old position in the trenches. They say that Wright’s brigade was
in their rear on the march, and they think they are now lying in their

rear. They know nothing of other troops, and say that General San-
ders was killed on Sunday last. They say they havo told me all that
they told General Mott.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain, d'C.

P. S.—These men say that they heard that Scales’ brigade, of Wil-
cox’s division, was down on Weldon railroad on Sunday, but tliey did
not see it. Tliey think it a North Carolina brigade, in which suiijiosi-

tion they are correct, but I think it doubtful about the brigade being-

in our front.

Resiiectfully,

J. McENTEE.
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Headquarters Araiy of the Potomac,
August 22

j
1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of /Staff:

I liave the honor to forward tlie following messages:

JoiiDAN House, Augustus—8.30a. m.

Nothing unusual this morning. A train of twenty-three heavy wagons and live

ambulances passed a point on the Richmond road west of this station, moving south.
No movements of troops visible yet.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Station near old Fifth Corps Headquarters,
August 22^ 1864.

At 8 this a. m. a squad of forty of the enemy, with arms and accouterments, left

fort in front of this point and moved olf in direction of their right. Number of tents
in enemy's works is diminished, and for a distance of 2,000 yards I counted only 120
of the enemy. No Avorking parties seen. All quiet.

WARTS,
,

Lieutenant.

Walthall House, August 22, 1864—9,20 a. m.

An hour ago about two regiments of infantry, followed by seven ambulances or
wagons, j)assed a point in the Richmond road north 40 degrees Avest from here, mov-
ing toAvard the enemy's front on our right of Fort Clifton. A half hour ago one regi-

ment of infantry, without Avagons, passed the open space in rear of Whitehead's
Factory, moving toAvard the right. An extensive camp has appeared on the hill

south of and on the outskirts of the city. Tavo engines liaA^e been standing at the
Weldon Depot for the last hour. The enemy's rille-pits in front of Whitehead's
Factory seem almost deserted this a, m. ScA^eral of the tents have disappeared since
yesterday.

DAVIS,
Captain.

Plank Road Station, August 22, 1864—9.50 a. m.

About 1,100 infantry appeared marching in the intrenchinents to the right of the
Gregory Chimneys. They came from some point or points still farther to our right.

They did not leave .the cover of the intrenchments until under cover of the edge of
the Avoods, about three-fourths of a mile to the left (our left) of the Chimneys above
mentioned, Avhen they tiled to the rear. These men moA'ed in about tAventy-tive
subdivisions or detachments, a])parently to not attract any attention. In addition,
small squads seemed to join them as they passed various points of the line, thus
Avcakening it. Afterward about 200, in smaller detachments, marched along the
intrenchments in the opposite direction. These men were apparently a portion of
the troo])s in our immediate front and were detached to take the place of the others, «

as the lookout could see them in small squads roll up their blankets and then march
toAvardthe right (our right), from Avhencc the lirst had come. Three Avagons moved
southward on the road along the Weldon railroad. They were seen about one mile
to the south of the lead-A\mrks, thus indicating the presence of the (Mieiny, to some
extent, in General Warren's Iront. 4'he line in our front is a])parently a Aveak one
at jiresent as regards the number of the enemy in it.

B. F. FISHER,
Major, 6 c.

Jordan House, August 22, 1864—10.40 a. m.

A column of infantry has Just passed o])en space in rear of Whitelnaid's, moving in

dir(*ction of P<dcrsburg
;
tAventy minut(‘S in ])as8ing. A column of cavalry marcdiing

by Iavos, having four large Hags, lias Just glassed tlirough Petersburg moving to our
left; tAventy-live minutes in iiassing.

CLARK,
('aptain.

Jordan House—11.15 a. m.

Another column of caA^alry seen as last rcjiortc'd; tAventy inimUns in ]>a8sing
Infantry reiiorled in rear of Whitehead's have passed into Petersburg.

CLARK,
Captain.

WM. S. STUYKIHI,
Acting Chief /Signal Officer.
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Headquakteks Army of the Potomac,
August 22

j
1864.

Major-General Humphrea^s, Chief of Staff:

General: The folloMnug' dispatch rec^eived from the plank road
station

:

7 A. M,

Enemy planting more guns on works by the lead-works, bearing to our left down
the Weldon railroad. Caini)S uncbanged.

II. W. FULTON.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEB,

Alajor and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac.

Plank Koad Station, August 22^ 1864—12.50 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chuf of Staff:

General : The enemy has broken nxt a small camp immediately in

front of this station. There seems to be a force of the enemy in line or

massed immediately southward of the fort already mentioned as near
and west of the Weldon railroad. It is impossible to tell the numbers,
bnt they are visible at several points tlirongh oxtenings in the timber.
They are about one mile or more south of tlie lead-works. About 400
additioiial cavalry came down the road from the direction of Petersburg.
Tlie indications are that all the trooxis seen this morning are massed in

the vicinity of that fort or about one mile south of the lead-works.
Very resx)ectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. FISHEB,
Major and Chief Sigyial Officer.

Hdqrs. Arma^ of the Potomac, Signal Departaient,
August 22^ 1864.

Major-General Huaipiireys, Chief of Staff:

I have the honor to forward the following report just received:

AYalthall House, August 22, 18G4—9.45 a. m.

Twcuty-two w.ugous and six nmbul{mce.s have just passed tbe point on the Ricli-

mond roiid north 40 degrees west from b.cre, moving toward Petersburg; squads of
mounted men Avere mixed with the train. They ])r()bably l)elongt() the colnmn that
passed that ])oint an hour and a quarter ago, and which probably kept the Peters-

burg road instead of going to the right of Fort Clifton.
DAVIS,

Captain.

I am
,
general, A^ery respectfully, yonr obedient seiAMtit,

WIM. S. STKYKER,
Acting Chuf Signal Officer.

Plank Road Staiton, A ugust 22, 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: The enemy is fortifying along the railroad. The line of

Avorks they are throwing n]) ai(‘ on tin' east side of the railroad and
seemingly x)arallel with it and close to it. The line is between the fort
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heretofore mentioned and their main line of fortifications in the vicinity

of the lead-works, though not extending to eitlier point. The cavalry

mentioned in former reports, accompanied by several (about two) thou-

sand infantry, moved down the road west of the railroad toward or

beyond General Warren’s extreme left. Eighteen wagons followed the

column.
V^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. EISHEE,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 22., 1861.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following report just

received

:

Jordan House, August 22, 1864—2.05 p. m.

One large regiment of infantry, well closed up, a rear guard of about thirty men,
and three wagons and two ambulances, have jhst passed Whitehead’s, moving in

direction of Petersburg.
CLARK,

Captain.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STEYKEK,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 22, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have the honor to forward the following report just
received

:

Gibbon’s House, August 22, 1864—2.50 p. m.

Rebel infantry has been moving into town from enemy’s left for some time. They
march very openly in squads of fifty to seventy-live, and I cannot estimate their
numbers Avith any accuracy; should judge there might have been about 2,500 in all.

When last seen they moved in a course about northwest, and Avere at a iioint west by
southAvest from this station.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WJM. S. STEYKER,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

Plank Egad Station, August 22, 1861—3 p. m.

Major-General 1IumphreYS,

Chief of Staff:

General: Wagons and ambulances are jiassing rapidly toward the
enemy’s rear, but in an irregular manner, as if coming from where there
was danger. Tliey come from the direction of the Blic.k house, or
where General Warren’s forces were yesterday, and move upon several
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parallel roads west of the Weldon railroad. A battery of artillery also

came to the rear. It is iny opinion that the line of works being thrown
lip, and mentioned in last report, crosses the railroad south of the fort

and extends a short distance westward. The train of passenger cars
remains stationary about a half mile south of the lead-works. It may
be intended to remove wounded. At other portions of the enemy’s line

in our front it is quiet.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEK,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Walthall House, August 22., 1864—4 j). m.

[Lieut. William S. Stryker,
Acting Chief Signal Officer:]

Four small regiments of infantry, nine wagons, and ten ambulances
have just passed near Whitehead’s Factoiy, on Richmond and Peters-

burg Railroad, going toward Petersburg. Enemy’s signal officer

reports wagons continually passing open space to left of Cobb’s, and
that there is a large transport just above pontoon, which frequently
shifts its position so as to completely screen from his view whatever
may be passing.

FEAREY,
Lieutenant.

Plank Road Sional Station,
August 22, 1864—5.30 }). m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At I p. m. a column of cavalry, numbering about 300, came out in

vicinity of lead-works and moved southward, jiassing east of large
fort and parallel with railroad. A train of thirty-three ambulances and
one of thirty-four wagons followed. A train of fifteen wagons moved
to the riglit.

H. W^ FULTON.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Maj or-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The following dispatches received

:

JoHDAN House Station.

Th('- enemy’s camps, in rear of their line of intrencliments north-northwest from
here and about one mile back of Fort Clifton, have disappeared.

T. R. CLARK.

Station neak Avery House.
Enemy are changing face of works near large white hoiivse on the crest of the hill,

so as to command a portion of onr lincAvith an enliladiug tiro.

W. H. WARTS.

Very resi)ectfull3q your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.
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Plank Road Signal Station,
AiKjust 22^ 1864—7 i).m,

Maj. B. F. Fisher:

Since last report thirty anibulaiices and twenty-seven Avagons moved
to oiir left southAvard on line of Weldon railroad. Troops east of rail-

road and near fort are in same ])ositioii as heretofore reported and coii-

tinrie to throw up intrenchments. All quiet in immediate front of sta-

tion, as also on our right.

II. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22^ 1864—7,40 a, m.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps

:

General Warren reports the enemy to have retired from his front.

The commanding general directs that when he moves forAvard, you fol-

loAv him.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22^ 1864—12 ni.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps^ Gurley House

:

I should have informed you that the enemy have left their position

west of this point, but are in front, intrenched about a mile this side

of their works.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Blich House, Weldon Railroad, August 22, 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps:

Tlie commanding general directs me to say that the division you send
to destroy the railroad Avill obtain implements for the purpose from
GeneranYarren, to whom the commander of the division will send. It *

is probable that the quartermaster’s xRirty sent from City Point for the
puiq)ose of destroying the railroad have gone off altogether.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1864—2.10 p. m.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second. Corps:

Tlie brigade of cavalry covering tlie Avorking party on railroad Avill

be AvithdraAvn uxAon the arrival of the division of your (miq)s on the road.
One regiment of it Avill be left, subject to the orders of the commander
of the division, to scout and ])icket for him. Please direct General
Miles to reiiort his progress in destruction of tlie road from time to time.

A. A. HUJMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22^ 1864—8.15 a. m.

Brigadier-General Mott, Commanding Division, Second Corps:

General Warren reports that the enemy Pave left liis front. His
pickets are following, and his command may move forward. The com-
manding general desires to have you caution your command to great
vigilance, as the enemy may look out for some weak point in our lines

and endeavor to carry it.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
Aug^ist 22., 1864.

Official copy furnished for the information of brigade commanders,
who will use tlie utmost vigilance.

By command of Brigadier-General Mott:
JOHN HANCOCK,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 22., 1864—9.10 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : Some deserters who havejust come over state that Mahone
has withdrawn all his forces from the front of General Warren and now
occupy the works in my front. I forward the deserters to army head-
quarters.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier ' General.

(Copy to Major-General Warren.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864—6 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General Ayres has just reported that the enemy has left his front.

Skirmishers are now being pushed out on the left and in front. Signal
officer reports our skirmishers advancing up the railroad and enemy’s
skirmishers falling back without tiring.

G. K. WAREEN,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864—7.20 a. ni.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Tlie enemy seem to have retired toward Petersburg. I am pusliing

my pickets out in everj^ direction, trying to tind out where they are.

As soon as I can ascertain anything (letinite I will at once inform you.
Prisoners and deserters received this morning state that their loss yes-

terday was heavy.
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.
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HeadquartepvS Fifth Army Corps,
August 22^ 1864—8 a. m.

General Humphreys:
My infantry pickets are on tlie road at the Flowers house. No enemy

in sight.

G. K. WAKEEN,
Major- Geiieral.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864,

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Where is General Gregg supposed to be? He has not arrived yet at

the Perkins house, below here. Colonel Spear is still following upon
the Vaughan road.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General^ Commanding,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22^ 1864—8.10 a, m,

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

General Gregg was ordered yesterday to move his brigade across to the
railroad, and with his division to look after the left. It was supposed
he was at the Perkins house or that vicinity. He is probably on the
road from McCann’s to Perkins’. Can you conveniently send to meet
him?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 22, 1864—9.50 a. m.

General Warren:
The major-general desires to know how far your pickets have

advanced and what they find in front of them. The major-general
desires them advanced and supported. General Hancock is directed
to follow you upon your moving forward. The major-general is at

Hancock’s headcpiarters, and will await your answer there.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

My pickets have gone out to the Vaughan road on the west, and
found no enemy. I sent the cavalry out long ago in that direction and
expect a report every minute. General Ayres’ pickets also advanced
toward Petersburg, and I have sent to see exactly how far. The enemy
can be seen on tin*, railroad, where they have always been. If we are
going to establish a line to hold, I believe the ground we are on is as
good as aiiy we can take ui) between us and Petersburg. If we wish

2G R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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to get a battle at once out of the enemy, I think we should advance to

the Danville railroad, which will undoubtedly bring the enemy out of
his intrenchments, and Ave can have an open fight. At present we can-
not take much artillery Avith us, and would not need much in snch a
movement. We can’t use any in an advance directly on Petersburg. I

think our plan should be to establish a good line across to the i3lank
road, with a good sized fort at this point Avhere Ave can leave our artil-

lery and a supply of ammunition, and then take every available man
and go to the Danville road. If we advance against Petersburg I

venture to say that we shall fare no better than heretofore in such
attempts east of the Jerusalem jdank road.

G. K. WAEPEN,
Major-General.

IIeadquarters Army of the Potomac,
Angust 22, 1864. (Received 5.40 p. m.)

Major-General Warren:
Don’t overlook the destruction of the railroad within the limits of

your pickets, which probably has not been destroyed by the railroad

l^arty.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Special Orders,
^

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 206. (

Augicst 22, 1864.

1. Lieut. Col. W. A. Throop, First Regiment Michigan Yolunteers, is

assigned to the command of the First Brigade, Fii’^t Division, in ])lace

of Col. W. S. Tilton, Twenty-second Massachusetts Volunteers, who is

relieved and Avill proceed Avithoiit delay to join his regiment at City
Point.##**#*#
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assista^it Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Angust 22, 1864.

General Warren:
When you move forward I am ordered to folloAv yoii. Please let me

knoAv AA hen vou move.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864—8.30 a. rn.

General Hancock,
Commanding Seeond Army Corps:

General: 1 have received no orders to move my command from this

position. I am only moving out my pickets and skirmish line.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General,
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Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 22^ 1864. (Keceived 6 a. m.)

Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Corps:

Sir: The general commanding division directs me to say that his

picket-line is on the road running parallel to the railroad, and that no
enemy is to be seen.

GEO. L. CHOISY,
Lieut.

^
Aide-de-Ca7npj and Acting Assistant Adjutanit- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 22^ 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjuta^it- General

:

Colonel: I have just now an officer of my staff, who has been with
iny picket-line commanded by Colonel Winthrop. He rode with the
colonel, and they saw the rebel troops along the woods beyond the
corn-field. My picket-line is along this line of the corn-field. Colonel
Winthrop is satisfied that the enemy are there in force. My xiickets

are still pushing on slowly. '

Very resxiectfully.

11. B. AYKES,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 22j 1864. (Keceived 4 p. m.)

|Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

J

Colonel: Colonel Stone went out with 100 men. He sends me word
that with 400 additional men the present line can beheld; and, second,
if it is desired that tlie line shall fall back, he wishes to know.

Very resx)ectfully,

K. B. AYItES,
Brigadier- General.

Heajiquarters First Brigade, Second Division,
August 22^ 1864.

Lieutenant Choisy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General

:

^
Sir : 1 have tlie honor to report that after much difficulty 1 succeeded

in advancing my xiickets to the white house, driving the enemy’s
pickets back. After holding the house for a few moments the line fell

back to their original position, reporting that they saw the enemy mov-
ing to the left. My officers are all very poor and the men ofthe Second
Brigade worse, and I have had great difficulty in getting the line uxi.

1 have again advanced the line; will reiiort further.
Very respectfully,

F. WINTHROP,
Colonel Fifth New York Veteran Volunteers.
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Headquarters First Brioade, Second Division,
August 22^ ISGi.

Lientenant Ciioisy, *

Acting Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral:

Sir: I now hold the house and have driven the enemy’s i)iekets a
considerable distance beyond it.

F. WINTHROP,
Colonel Fifth New York Yohuiteers^ General Officer of Pickets.

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division,
August 22., 1864.

Lieutenant Ghoisy,
Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General :

Sir: I have the honor to report that my pickets have advanced
beyond the house, and hold a portion of the enemy’s pits which were
occupied j^revious to my advance. The enemy’s jnckets are still in

their pits oft' toward my right, as the Ninth Corps has not made any
advance in that direction. The pits I now hold are in the same line as
that held by the enemy on my riglit. I have directed the line to remain
in its present position until further orders.

Bespectfully,
F. WINTHBOP,

Colonel Fifth New York Yet. Yols., General Officer of Pickets.

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division,
August 22, 1864.

Lieutenant Ghoisy :

I hold the enemy’s main line of works about seventy-ftve yards in

advance of the white house. I send you in a prisoner.

F. A\ INTHKOP,
Colonel Fifth Neic York Yet. Vols., General Officer of Pickets.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864.

Lieut. G. L. Ghoisy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Division:

Lieutenant : I have the honor to forward to you four rebel prisoners.

One Michael Gary, Company A, Twelfth Mississippi, assumes to be able

to give information in regard to mining operations by the enemy in

front of Petersburg, and the disposition of their forces.

Very respectfully,

E. S. BBAGG,
Brigadier- General, Com manding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1864—7.45 a. m.

M ajor-G eiieral Park i:

,

Commanding Ninth Corps, Gurleg Ifouse:

The commanding general desires to know Avhat progress your com-
mand made on the rifte-i)its and slashing last night, and tlie present
condition of your line.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
A ugust 22^ 1864—8 a. m. •

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Major-General Parke is at T)resent on the line. It will be impossible

to give you the information required in your dispatch of 7.45 until his

return, which will be within an hour.
P. A. HUTCHINS,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 22j 1864—9,30 a, m,

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General Ferrero occupies from the Strong house the line occupied by
one brigade of General Potter. He has been at work all night and re-

X)orts that by evening the work will be completed. I shall then extend
him to the left, relieving PottePs other brigade. The line in front of
this brigade has been straightened and shortened to connect with the
line of parapets and batteries in the Blick house opening. We are at

work on this line now, and I hoi)e to have it finished by evening.
JNO. G. PAPKE,

Major-General, ?

Gurley House, August 22^ 1864—10.15 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps :

General Warren has been directed to continue pushing forward his

])ickets and to support them. The commanding general directs that
you advance the pickets ofyour line, keeping pace with those of Warren.
Your dispatch about your line indicates that Willcox’s and White’s
divisions are not ui)on your line i)reparing it. If that is so, the com-
manding general directs that when General Warren moves forward you
cover his right fiank with these two divisions.

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 22

j
1864.

.Major-General Humphreys

:

General Ferrero reqiorts tliat scouts have advanced a mile in front of
his division without finding the enemy.

JNO. G. PAJiKE,
Major-General,
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PlEADQUARTERS ArMY OF THE POTOMAC.
• Ancfust 22j 1864—2.50 p. m.
Major-General Parke,

Commanding Ninth Corps^ near Gurley House

:

The pickets of General Ayres have advanced and occupied part of a
rifle-pit that was held by the enemy, who still hold it on his right. As
the pickets of your corps have not advanced as far as his, they should
be inished forward as far as Ayres’ pickets.

A. A. IIUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 150. j Before Petersburg., Va., August 22, 1864.#*-****#

2. The Thirty- fifth Massachusetts Volunteers is hereby relieved from
duty as engineer regiment of First Division. The commanding officer

will report in person without delay to the commanding officer of the
First Division for further orders.

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assista7it Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Augu.st 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. G. Griffin,
Commaiidmg Second Brigade:

General : You will continue work as rapidly as possible on the new
line. Alaj or-General Meade has just been here. He did not exactly
understand the line where he ordered work suspended. He has coun-
termanded the order and desires it (the work) pushed forward dili-

gently.

By order of Brigadier-General Potter:
* SAML. WEIGHT,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Weldo7i Raih'oad, 7iear BlicPs House,

August 22, 1864—11.15 a. 7n.

Colonel Humphrey:
Colonel : General Warren has been directed to push forward his

pickets and to su])port them. The brigadier-general commanding
directs that you advance your pickets, keeping pace with those of

General Warren. Will jmu x)lease send out strong supports, and be
ready with the rest of your brigade to support the troops of the Fifth

Corps in case a general advance is made.
I remain, colonel, your obedient servant,

L. C. BEACKETT,
Aide- de- Camp.



Chap. LIV.l CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 407

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Augnst 22^ 1864—7.40 a. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry:

(Tbrongli General Warren’s headquarters.)

General Warren reports the enemy to have retired from his front and
that liis pickets are moving forward, feeling. The commanding general

directs that you maintain a corresponding movement on General War-
ren’s left hank. Prisoners report W. H. F. Lee’s division and Gear-

ing’s brigade on the enemy’s right.

A. A. nUMPHKEYS,
Alajor-Oeneral and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
BlicJc Homey Weldon Railroad^ Augnst 22, 1864— 11.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The major-general commanding directs that you report at once the
disposition you have made of your force toiuotect the party destroying
the railroad and cover the left hank of the army; and that you estab-

lish your headquarters within easy communication of this point, com-
municating and co-operating with the commander of the infantry at

this point, Major-General Warren, as well as with the commanding
general. A division of infantry of the Second Corps will be sent to

co-oi^erate in the protection of the railroad party, and for the purpose
of destroying it.

A. A. IIUMPIIBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General : It was the disposition of your whole force and not the
mere picket-line that was wanted. It was expected that you would
have a considerable ])art of your force concentrated on or near the rail-

road, or the roads adjacent, for the oi)erations required of you. The
(iommanding-general thinks it better to retain Colonel Spear to increase
your force for such purposes. Some part of the country or line you are
endeavoring to picket is represented to be impassable, and if so, needs
but very few pickets. It appears that the only point at which our
cavalry is in contact with the enemy is about Colonel Wyatt’s. The
commanding general directs that you feel for the enemy’s cavalry line,

and ascertain how it is posted and connected with the eiiemy’s infantry.
General Warren will furnish you an infantry support should you need
it uiDoii your calling on him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
Bliclt House,, Weldon Railroad,, August 22^ 1864—1.45 i). m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The commanding general has just received a dispatch from Lieuten-
ant-General Grant, stating that 2,500 cavalry were seen moving to
Petersburg from the north side of the Appomattox, which it is surmised
are destined to operate against our forces on or near the Weldon rail-

road. Keep your command well in hand.
A. A. HUMPHPEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
Gurley House, Aiigust 22, 1864—5.25 p. m.

Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

If the enemy have possession of Beams’ Station the commanding
general directs that you move with your cavalry and drive them from
it, in co-operation with the division of infantry of the Second Corps now
on the railroad. You will, of course, at once send sufficient cavalry to

the station to ascertain whether it is held in any force by the enemy.
The operation of destroying the railroad will be continued as long as it

is practicable for a day or two.
A. A. HUMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry^ Corps,
August 22, 1864—6 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: Colonel Spear has just returned from his reconnaissance
and reports having driven the enemy’s cavalry, about 300 or 400, from
Wyatt’s across the country in the direction of Petersburg; his pursuit

was stopped by a bridge which the enemy destroyed after having passed
it. Colonel Spear learned from negroes that the enemy’s infantry last

night moved back to a road in rear of the Bohn [Vaughan!] road.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GBEGG,
Brigadier- General of Yolunteers, Second Bivision.

Headquarters Eifth Corps,
August 22, 1864—8.40 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys:
Brig. Geii. 1). Mc,M. Gregg has advanced cavalry to Beams’ Station

and finds nothing tluwe, Init h^irns tbat tlie enemy have one brigade of

cavalry at a cret^k three miles beyond.
W. HABPEB, 4Pv.,

Captain and> Assistant Prorost-Marshal, Second Cavalry Bivision.
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IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
lUigust 22^ 1864—12.35 a. m. (Eeeeived 12.40 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Scouts report that at 5 o’clock this evening’ the absent troops made
their appearance again in their old places in front of our lines. The
oflicer in charge of picket-line reports it as fully manned. I sent to

General Birney for his opinion of the movement and he telegraphs as

follows.* Shall we move at 2 o’clock as proposed ?

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General.

City Point, Ya., August 22., 1864—1.30 a. m.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, (&c.

:

Your dispatch of 12.35 received. Under the circumstances, I think
you had better not move.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I send the following from signal officer. What can it mean ? The
night trains Avere very heavy. These troops did not cross Challin’s

farm this morning:

Headquarters Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 22, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following dispatch has just been received and is respectfully for-

warded :

“Spring Hill Signal Station,
“ August 22, 1864—8.50 a. m.

“Captain Norton:
“Twenty cars heavily loaded with troops just passed the .Junction toward Peters-

burg. Also twenty-seven wagons and 100 cavalry on turnpike toward Petersburg.
,

“ SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.”

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Ojfficer.

B. F. BUTLEE,
Alajor- General.

City Point, Ya., August 22, 1864.
Major-General Butler,

Commanding, <f’c. ;

The troops reportcul moving toward Petersburg must be the same
that Avere op])osed to the vSec.ond and Tenth Corps north of the
3ames. They })robably crossed tlie river during the night so as to
escajie observation.

U. 8. GEANT,
/Aeuien a nf- Genera 1.

See Birney to Butler, 2Ist (sent 12.15 a. ui. 22d), p. 379.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 22^ 1864—10.10 a. m.

General Grant:
Signal officer reports, 6.50, six trains passed during night toward

Eichinond. Fifteen cars loaded with troops 6.45 a. in. toward Rich-
mond; 2,500 cavalry toward Petersburg; twenty cars with troops
toward Petersburg. Is it not relieving the field troops in the trenches
with fresh troops from the north side of James ?

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- Oeneral.

City Point, Va., August 22^ 1864.

Major-General Butler, Commanding^ dec.:

Prisoners and deserters taken this morning report the enemy’s loss

very heavy yesterday. 1 think it most likely the troops seen going to-

Avard Richmond are wounded men going to hospitals. Thbse moving
toward Petersburg are likely troops getting back from the north side

of the river. General W. H. F. Lee is reported mortally Avounded in

yesterday’s engagement.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- Genera 1.

City Point, Va., August 22^ 1864.

Major-General Butler, Commanding^ &c.

:

I think it will be Avell to hold the Tenth Corps ready to make the
elfort that was proposed for this morning for a day or tAvo before
moving it. The enemy maj^ be induced to moA^e most of his troops
from your front in the hope of dislodging us from the Weldon road.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 22, 1864—11.10 a. m. (Receded 11.25 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I will keep the sharpest possible lookout upon thT> movements of the

enemy in my front, and Avill be all ready to moA^e at once, day or night.

At 10.35 tAventy-se\"cn wagons, fourteen ambulances, and 300 caATilry

passed tOAvard Petersburg; thirteen wagons toward Richmond.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General., Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 22, 1864.

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel, Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports at 12 m. that
nine cars loaded Avith troops ])assed the flunctioii toward Petersburg.

Very respectfullAL your obedient servant,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.
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Lieutenant-General Grant :

When they get all their troops on the south side we may be able

to get out and have them all before us.

B. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General.

City Point, Ya., Angust 22, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, &c.:

I see by yesterday’s Chronicle that there is a large number of negro
men at New Berne who will not enlist. Newspaper articles are not
entirely reliable authority to act upon, but as the chief (piartermaster
is much in need of about 1 ,000 men to relieve the same number of enlisted

men with, 1 thought 1 would inquire of you if this was so, and if it is,

to send them here for employment, not to be eu listed.
U. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, or Virginia and North Carolina,
August 22, 1864—10.30 in m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Telegram received in relation to theunemployed negroes at New Berne.
I have reason to believe that there is truth in the report. I will send
an energetic staff officer to investigate report and bring up the negroes.

BENJ. E. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Dutch Gap, August 22, 1864.

General Butler:
The enemy have fired shot from a Coehorn mortar. Can two be sent

me'^

LUDLOW,
Alajor.

Major Ludlow,
]hitch Gap:

Headquarters,
August 22, 1864—10 a. m.

-Have no Coehorns. Will send an officer from Graham’s gun-boat who
understands the Sawyer shells. You ought to be able to reach the
range of a, Coehorn mortar Avith your Sawyer canister. Try them at 10

degrees elevation; they will give you (iOO yards.
BENJ. F. BUTLEE,

Major- General, Commanding.

Dutch Gap, August 22, 1864—10.50 a. m.
General Butler :

Enemy have opened another mortar on us. Got good range, but dis-

tance not exact.
LUDLOW,

Major.
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IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 22^ 1864—9.45 a. m.

LieiiteDant-Colonel Kensel, Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: Tlie signal officer at Spring Hill rex>orts that at 9.30 a.

in. a column of cavalry, about 2,500, was seen on turnpike opposite rail-

road junction, going toward Petersburg.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

ITdqrs. f)EPT. OF Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

' August 22, 1864—11 a. m.

Lieut. Col. G-. A. Kensel, Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer on Spring Hill reports that at 10.35 a.

m. twenty-seven wagons, fourteen ambulances, and 300 cavalry passed
tlie Junction on turnpike toward Petersburg

j
also thirteen Avagons

toward Eichmond.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and -Chief Signal Officer.

Bijtler^s Headquarters,
August 22, 1864.

Colonel Abbot,
First Connecticut Artillery:

The general commanding desires that you send to Dutch Gap two
Coehorn mortars, with implements, and 100 rounds of ammunition iier

piece.
A. MOEDECAI,

Captain of Ordnance.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Augiist 22, 1864.

Major-General Birney:
By order of the lieutenant-general, to whom I telegraphed the facts

and your opinion, you will not make the movement ordered. Please

send notice to Ludlow’s troops not to come over. Acknowledge re-

ceipt.

BENJ. E. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Tentit Army Corps,
August 22, 1861.

Major-General Butler, Commanding

:

J have ordered trooi)s back to ])osition, having receHed disi)atch to

suspend the movement.
D. B. BIENEY,

Major-General.
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Headquarters,
Awjust 22^ 1864.

Major-General Birney,
CoinmandiiKj Tenth Corps

:

The signal officers report six trains of cars passed the Junction last

night toward liichmond, and a train of fifteen cars loaded with troops

passing- in the same direction this morning at 0.45. Have a little

reconnaissance made and see if there is any change of troops in your
front. Have you any deserters ?

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- Ccneral^ Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina,
August 22, 1864—11.15 a. m. (Received 11.35 a. m.)

Major-General Birney:
The movement ordered last night has not been abandoned, but only

postponed. Meanwhile let every preparation be made for it
5
the troops

organized so as to move quickly and reconnaissances made so that offi-

cers may be instructed in the features of the country exactly over
which they are to operate. Let this be done quietly, so as not to

attract observation. Large bodies of troops are moving to Petersburg
to-day. Large bodies moved toward Richmond early this morning
and last night.

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding

:

The scout reports that the enemy are busily engaged in erecting a
line of breast-works running from j)oint of woods toward the old Port
Walthall railroad. He says it is three logs high. Their lines, he says,

are three times stronger than day before yesterday. He says this new
line is some fifty yards in rear of their former advance line.

1). B. BIRNEY,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864—2 a. m.

The movement of trooi)S ordered for this morning is suspended, and
the troops will resume their ])laces as before.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED, W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864.

The movement of last night is only ])ostpoiied. Comiiiandijig officers

will (iiiietly acquaint themselves to-day witli the ground over which
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they are to move. This should be done without attracting observation.
Officers and men should remain with their commands ready for any
movement, as there is a great movement of troops, on foot, of the enemy.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. lOd. j In the Fields August Z2, 1864.

1. Divisions will resume the usual picket duty. General Terry on the
right. General Turner the center, and Brigadier-General Birney the
left. The details will be made heavy enough for a strong picket-line

and safety of the cam}). The pickets will go on promptly at 5 ]i. m.
2. Brigadier-General Birney will move his brigade to the left of the

line of fortifications, occupying the position recently vacated by the
lOO-days’ men. The troops of his brigade will picket the same line that
General Terry did. He will send his brigade officer of the day and
ascertain the line and detail required,*******
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Orders.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, August 22, 1864.

Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty- fifth Pennsylvania Yolunteers, and Col.

N. M. Curtis, One hundred and forty-second New York Vohinteers,
(‘ommanding brigades, will proceed this afternoon in person to the Port
Waltliall ]ilain and carefully examine the ground with reference to an
attack on the enemy’s works between the Bake-House Creek and the
railroad, making themselves thoroughly acquainted with the best posi-

tion for drawing up their troops iireparatory to an attack. The com-
manding officer of the One hundred and twelfth New AMrk Yolunteers
will examine the Mill road with reference to a movement on the enemy’s
works by the road running from the mill-pond obliquely to the right.

By order of Brig. Geu. A. H. Terry;
A. TEBRY,

A ssistan t A djutau t- Gen eral.

Orders.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., August 22, 1864.

Indications of unusual activity on the i)art of the enemy having been
reported, the officers and men of each ])ortion of this command will not
be ])ermitted to leave their regiments, but be ke})t in readiness for any
movement that may be directed.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terrv:
A. TERRY,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 22^ 1864—8.15 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

General Warren reports the enemy gone from his front. His i)ickets

are moving up tlie railroad; his eommaiid will probably follow. The
commanding general desires you to caution your command to great
'sngilaiice, as possibly the enemy may count upon finding some weak
point in our lines.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[Indorsement.]

Please warn all your brigades accordingly and promptly.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Aiigust 22^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys:
Dispatch as to enemy leaving Warren’s front received. They would

find my line (I have- but one) very thin, but all have been put on the
alert. If I am expected to hold this long line against assaulting
columns, reserves of artillery and infantry should be sent me without
delay. I have but little confidence in my colored regiments, which are
nearly depleted of ofiicers from sickness.

ORD,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Bliclds House, Weldon Railroad, August 22, 1861—3.-3() p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

Your dispatch res])ecting tiie need of I'eserves of artillery and infiintry

in tlie event of your front being assaulted is received. The commanding
general has no infantry to send you, but you can obtain some artillery
by calling on General Hunt. The indications are that if an attack is

made it will be directed against the i)()sition of General Warren, since
a force is apparently being concentrated opposite to it. The command-
ing general understands that you will shortly be relieved by the Tenth
Corps.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Ueadquar'J'ers Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Eield, Va., August 22, 1864.

IMaj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Poto^nac:

General: I iiuilose rcpoit as to enemy having a battery which
makes one 1 am directed to occaipy, lately of Burnside’s front, now unten-
able. Night before last they smashed things generally, dismounting
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guns, breakiug wlieels, and cutting down parapet therein. Can yon
send an engineer officer (I liave no one to send) to find a new place for

these gnus or have front of battery changed. The battery injured is

near and to the right of the entrance of the covered way leading to

Burnside’s mine.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major-General of Volunteers^ Gommanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1864.

Maj. Gen. E. O. 0 . Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

General: Major Dnane, acting chief engineer, will at once send an
engineer officer to examine tJie battery reported in yonr dispatch of this

morning to Major-General Humphreys as untenable. General Meade
and General Humphreys have gone to Geiferal Warren’s headquarters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 22.) 1864—3.20 p. m.

General Humphreys:
The following has been received from Colonel Wright, commanding

Tenth U. S. Colored Troops, stationed to the left of Burnside’s mine

:

Doctor Lampson, of the Thirty-sixth, is just from that regiment, and says the line

officers reported to Lieutenant-Colonel Pratt that the rebels were seen to move, with
knapsacks, along their line of works from their left toward their right (our left).

Lieutenant Way, one of my aides, has just returned from the battery a little to our
left, and reports that he learned there that this morning the rebels were massing
troops about a mile to my left in the woods to their (the rebel) rear.

E. O. C. ORD,
* Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Aug^ist 22j 1864—8.10 p. m.

General Humphreys :

The enemy are sending up signal rockets in and to the left of town.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 22.) 1864.

[Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr:]
General : The report of Colonel Sliurtleff, Fifth Colored, as to what

a man up a tree saw, Avas quite iiiqiortant. I have rigged a lookout,

and Avish you Avould direcd all your brigades to keep men iq) trees so as

to warn us of moving of troo]»s in our i'ront. Put your ])ickets on the

lookout and listen at night, and IniA^e the enemy’s line of abatis care-
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fully watched to note if it is taken away, or if their parapets are re-

moved to make openings for assaulting, so that yon can, without

waiting for orders, assemble your little reserve and notify the nearest

batteries to be ready to repel attack. I have asked for a reserve force

and may possibly get it. Yon had better detail division officer of the

dav with orderlies all along your line to warn yon of any changes.
E. O. 0. OKD,

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864.

Copy furnished for the information of the commanding officer. Third
Brigade, who will see that a vigilant lookout is kept up along the line.

Lookouts Avill be posted in position from Avhich they can overlook the

enemy’s line. All movements on the part of the enemy will be
promptly reported to these headquarters.

By command of Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr:
J. JOHNSON,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864—7.10 p. m.

Major Fisher:

Since 10 a. m. nearly all the tents have disappeared from the line of

rifle-pits on hill three miles northwest of here. I think there was
about a brigade there. The enemy’s signal officer reports one trans-

port gone doAvn the river this p. m. without troops aboard. A large

camp smoke rising southeast and about a mile from city.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Ca^Aain and Signal Officer.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 22, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Ames,
Commanding Second. Division:

General: The corps officer of the day reports that the Thirty-
sixth liegiment Colored Troops seem unsteady and unreliable, and tlie

major-general commanding directs that you send one-half of the Fourth
Massachusetts Cavalry, who reported to you to-day, to report to the
colonel of the Thirty-sixth, to be stationed among the men and restore
confidence by their presence and by keeping down the enemy’s fire.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THEODOBE READ,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- Geyieral.

Headquarters,
Pcrlcins^ House, August 22, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Sir : I have made a reconnaissance to where the enemy’s right rested
last night. The right is still there; same as last night. If there are
none on the Vaughan road (as reported by a staff officer of General

27 R R—VOL XLIT, PT II
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Warren’s this morning) then the enemy have swung around or divided.

The enemy’s eavalry are acting very cautious, and are changing picket
stations daily, which Avill require to be strictly watched for the security

of your left llank. My front is noAv being relieved by two regiments of
Gregg’s cavalry. I regret having to leave at this time, but Avill turn
over my orders so that there can be no mistaking them. Will report
in person shortly.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. P. SPEAR,
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade.

P. S.—The enemy have re-established their pickets also on my left,

on the Reiray [Reams’!] road, on the Burt [Vaughan!] road, and cross-

roads. I forgot to state that the breast-works at Reams’ are about
three-quarters of a mile in length, and only about fifty of a reserve were
there, which I completely routed on yesterday. Have not seen Gen-
eral Gregg yet.

S. P. S.

City Point, August 23, 1864—6 p. m.
(Received 24th.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, I). C.

:

Our position on the Weldon railroad now seems entirely secure. One
division of infantry and the cavalry have been Avorking south, de-

stroying the road as they go. They met some opposition to-day from
the enemy’s caA^alry and were consequently further re-enforced. Pris-

oners taken since the last repulse of the enemy repeat the report of
W. H. F. Lee being mortally Avounded, General Olingman losing a
leg, and General Sanders killed. These reports, however, may not be
reliable.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23, 1864—10.30 a. m.

General Grant:
I have nothing new to report this morning. Reports from deserters

and obser\"ed movements of the enemy led to the belief of the proba-
bility of an attack on Mott’s front last night. Everj^ preparation that
was practicable was made to meet it. I haA^e called on General War-
ren for his views as to holding his present position with his own and
the Ninth Corps extending to the plank road. It becomes a question on
Avhich I desire your vieAvs, hoAV far Miles’ division, Second Corps, should
go doAvn the railroad destroying it. This division is small, less than
4,000 effectives, and has a brigade of cavalry about 1,000 strong. From
reports of deserters there is reason to believe the enemy sent infantry
doAvn the railroad on Sunday night, and Ave knoAA^ he has tAA^o divisions

of cavalry available for operations, besides troops now on the road that
can be sent up from the south to meet Miles’ advance. In myjudgment,
therefore, IMiles ought not to go beyond su])])ort from Warren’s posi-

tion, say Rowanty Creek, some ten miles, Avhich i)oint he aatII probably
reach to-day. He has no artillery Avith him and it cannot be got over
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to liim aud he cannot carry any trains or reserve ammunition. He
should, therefore, return or be re-enforced. If Warren rei)lies he can
take care of himself, and it is deemed the line from the plank road to

the Ai)pomattox is secure. Gibbon’s division can be sent to Miles, and
another brigade of cavalry

5
but this is extending very far and leaves

no means of repairing any casualties should the enemy, by a successful

movement, penetrate our line at any point. I should be pleased to

have your instructions upon these points.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

City Point, Va., August 23, 1864,

Major-General Meade:
The Richmond pai^ers of the 22d claim to have cai)tured from War-

ren on Saturday morning 2,700 xnusoners. Did Warren lose any such
number? No report yet received shows it.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23, 1864---10,45 a, m.

General Grant :

Warren’s official returns show as follows: August 18: Killed, 66;
wounded, 478; missing, 392. August 19: Killed, 46; wounded, 218;
missing, 2,457. General Warren Avas in hopes many of the above miss-

ing were stragglers. It should be observed the above report is exclu-

sive of the Ninth Oori)s, who also lost i)risoners on the 19th. It is

therefore probable the Richmond papers are not far in error.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,

General Grant:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23, 1864—12 m.

I have a dispatch from Warren advising me he has so strengthened
his position he feels secure against any attack without the aid of the
Second Cori)s. In deciding uxaoii the movements of this cori)S (Second)
an important consideration must be held in view—the present condi-
tion of all but the main and old roads. All others, country and cross-

roads, are imx)assable for artillery and Avagons. The rain of last CA^en-

ing Avill, I fear, keex) them so for some days, or until Ave have fair

Aveather—a warm sun and drying winds. Tlie (luestion therefore of
sui)plying any large force at a distance from the main army or carry-
ing supplies enters into the expediency of movements. With pack-
mules we can kec]) ui) su])X)lies if tlie troops are not too far removed
from the trains. The trains cannot be taken along. This dispatch is

intended as a continuation of the one sent this a. m. asking your vicAVS.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General,
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Fort Powhatan, August 23^ 1864—2.15 p. m.
Major-General Meade:

I think with yon it would be imprudent to send General Miles with
his small force beyond the support of the main army to destroy the
railroad. If we can hold our present position until the roads get in

good order, Ord can be sent with the Eighteenth Corps and cavalry to

complete the work if possible as far as Hicksford, at least so far as
to inconvenience the enemy in hauling around the break, and so that it

would take considerable time to repair it.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Widow 8miWs House^ August 23, 1864—6 p. m.

General Grant :

I have examined the line from the Strong house to Warren’s right.

It can be held securely by two divisions of the Mnth Corps, leaving
two divisions in reserve. Warren can hold his line securely with three
divisions, leaving him one in reserve. Under these circumstances, as

Miles has had a skirmish with the enemy’s cavalry, and from prisoners
learned that a division of cavalry was in his front, I have ordered Gib-
bon down to Eeams’ Station and sent Hancock doWn to take charge of

the two divisions of infantry and the cavalry and to destroy, the rail-

road as far as practicable.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 23, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A deserter from Forty-fourth ^N’orth Carolina, Kirkland’s
brigade, Heth’s division, who just arrived here, reports that he left his

picket-line last night; that he was on picket on the Weldon railroad a
short distance below the lead-works. He states that on Sunday
night last his brigade marched back from Fifth Corps front to a posi-

tion between the lead-works and Petersburg. He states that thej^

are lying on the railroad near the city, and bethinks that all of Heth’s
division is in that vicinity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. McENTEE,

Captain, tOc.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 23, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
. Chief of Staff:

General : A deserter from Finegan’s (Florida) brigade, who came in

this morning, states that his brigade left the Weldon railroad on Sun-
day night and marched back to their old position in the trenches. He
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states that he straggled behind his regiment and did not catch up with
it until about 10 a. m. yesterday. All the troox)S, he states, which were
on the line of Weldon railroad in front of Fifth Corps have fallen back
around Petersburg. He states that he saw no troops between their

lower line along railroad and the lead-works. They had all inarched
inside of breast-works north of lead-works. This man states that lie

saw several men (stragglers) along the railroad inquiring for Scales’

brigade, and they stated that the brigade had gone oft in the night
and left them behind.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McP^TEE,

Captain^ &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

Auy^ist 23^ 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,.
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from Eighth Alabama, Sanders’ brigade,
who came into our lines this afternoon, report that their brigade is now
lying in its old position in the trenches on the right of the plank road.

The whole of Mahone’s division, they think, is in that immediate vicinity.

They confirm the report of the death of General Sanders, and one of the
men states that this morning he heard one of the officers of his regiment
reading from Pichmond paper an account of the death of A. P. Hill, the
result of a wound received in his side on Sunday last. The other man
thinks the truth of this report doubtful, as he thinks he would have
heard of it from other sources if it were true. Neither of these men
have been in service more than a month, and their information is

consequently limited.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain., &c.

August 23, 18(>4.

MaJ. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

Tree Station

—

a. m.

All quiet. Pjnemy seems more numerous in front of this station than
heretofore. Small party to work on fort on crest of the liill near large
white house. This work is cut for two guns and nearly completed.

Avery House Station.
Nothing unusual observed from this i)oint. Observed a small wagon

train consisting of eight wagons ])assing in the rear of enemy’s posi-

tion, moving toward emmiy’s rigid. No movements of trooi)s ol)served.

Kespectfully,

WAFTS,
JAeutenant.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23^ 1864—7.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch received from tlie plank-road
station :

7.30 A. M.

The force at Weldon railroad occupy the same position as last evening. New
works near fort on line of railroad, mentioned in yesterday’s reports, look as if the
enemy had worked on them all night. They extend into the woods left of fort, south
of the fort on the one side and on the other disa])pear in woods near the brick
house, and have assumed quite a formidable appearance. The brick house is about
half a mile or less from the fort and toward Petersburg. No change in our imme-
diate front, except abojit a dozen of tents being put up where small camp was broken
up yesterday. All quiet.

FULTON.

Tour obedient servant.
B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Walthall House, August 23
^
1864—9.45 a. m.

Major Fisher:
There is a large camp, as of troops in bivouac, at a point left of the

Weldon railroad as seen from here and bearing south 40 degrees west.

The line of it runs east and west, and there appears to be considerable
‘activity at that point. Two engines have been at the Weldon depot
and one or more at the Lynchburg depot since daylight. Steam rising-

over trees at Pocahontas indicates the presence of an engine at that
place.

0. L. DAVIS,
Captain and Signal Officer.

• Plank Eoad Signal Station,
• August 23, 1864—11.15 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The enemy are very busy fortifying in the vicinity of the
Weldon railroad. In addition to the line of works reported as being-

constructed on the east side of the railroad and crossing south of the
fort and extending westward, they are throwing- up another line in the
woods to the rear of the fort. The fort is located west of the railroad.

There seems to be a slight increase in the nund)er of the enemy in the
line of intrenchments in our immediate front, but it is still compara-
tively a weak line as regards the number of men in them. At 9.40 a. m.
a train of seventeen wagons and two ambulances passed southward
west of the Weldon railroad.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.
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Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

August 23, 1804.

Tree Station.

N'o change this p. m. Our pickets have compelled the enemy to cease
work on two-gun fort on the hill. Enemy hauling logs to the front.

All quiet.

Avery House Station.

Thirty-four wagons have passed over road in rear of Petersburg since

1 this p. m., moving toward enemy’s right. No movements of troops
seen. This road is being almost constantly used by the enemy and
think it is the same road seen from Lieutenant Duff’s station. All
quiet.

WAETS,
Lieutenant.

August 23, 18G4.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac

:

This a. m. enemy’s signal station reports three regiments on drill

near Cobb’s, and two regiments of cavalry going toward their front
in Chesterfield. No movements of the rebels observed to-day. Weather
this p. m. very smoky. The line of rebels reported this a. m. south of
Petersburg remained the same till the haze prevented them from being-

seen,

FULLER,
Lieutenant.

Jordan House, August 23, 1864—4 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer

:

Good many stragglers seen this a. m. going toward Petersburg. Fif-

teen wagons loaded with hay in bales, and about same number
loaded with tops of trees, having the appearance of being cut for

abatis, passing in same direction. A 20-x)ounder Parrott gun has
disappeared from Archer’s battery. Wagons and ambulances have
been passing both ways about the same as usual.

T. R. CLARK,
Acting Signal Officer.

Jordan House, August 23, 1864.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac :

Your note requesting information in regard to stragglers received.
The stragglers came from direction of Richmond, ])assed on road in
rear of Whitehead’s Factory, and went in direction of Petersburg.
They were infantry, and were seen from daylight to about 12 m. None
this p. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. R. CLARK,

Captain and Acting Signal Officer,
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August 23^ 1864—6.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac :

The enemy is biiilcling an angle to the four-gun battery to left of white
house, lacing to the left. There has been considerable stir among the
enemy^s trains, but no general movement. Nothing else worthy of
report.

JORDAN,
Sergeaiit.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 23, 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
No change visible in enemy^s position south of lead-works and near

fort. All quiet.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 278. S Washington, August 23, 1864.

* * * * # # ^
*

23. Leave of absence for thirty days on surgeon’s certificate of disa-

bility is hereby granted Brig. Gen. S. S. Carroll, U. S. Volunteers.*******
35. The Eighth U. S. Infantry, now serving in the Ninth Corps,

Army of the Potomac, is hereby temporarily consolidated into four

companies. A, B, C, and D. The commanding general Army of the
Potomac is charged with the execution of this order. The officers and
non-commissioned officers of the regiment, over and above the comple-
ment required for duty with the companies, will report in person, with-

out delay, to Brigadier-General Cooke, superintendent of general re-

cruiting service, at New York City, for assignment to duty on regimental
recruiting service. Tlie quartermaster’s department will furnish the
necessary transportation.

* * * * * * *

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 78. ] City Point, Ya., Atigust 23, 1864.

* * * * * * *

2. Commissaries of subsistence will sell subsistence stores to all citi-

zens properly authorized to be within the lines of the armies operating
against Richmond, who are not entitled to draw rations, such sales to

be made in compliance Avith paragraph 1230, Revised Army Regula-
tions. Citizens Avill not be allowed to purchase a greater amount of
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stores than is required for their own use, nor more than a supply for

ten days at any one time. The quartermaster’s department will also

sell to such citizens forage in such quantities and at such rates as may
be determined on by the chief quartermaster.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
T. S. BOWELS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23.^ 1864—9.50 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The commanding general desires me to say to you that the division

destroying the railroad may be required to remain upon that work be-

yond the time for which they are now supplied, and that arrangements
for their supplies must be kept in view, aud the supplies maintained.
The division will not return without further directions from these head-
quarters. It should leave some force at Beams’ Station to hold that
point. It should not tor the present go farther than Eowanty Creek,
six miles beyond Beams’ Station.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major- Ge^ieral and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 23, 1864.

Official copy respectfully furnished the commanding officer First
Division for his guidance.
By order of Major-General Hancock:

F. A. WALKEB,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Augxist 23, 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have received your dispatch regarding the command at Beams’

Station and have directed that your orders be carried out.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Bliclds House, Weldon Railroad, August 23, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

So far as any information has been obtained concerning the character
of the ground between here and the enemy’s intrenchinents, it appears
to be the best position to hold on the railroad. Uidess something
should occur changing the conditions ik)w existing, this position will be
held; and as we shall not advance the commanding general directs that
you send a division to aid in coveringthcparty destroying the railroad;
aud at the same time to destroy the railroad. The working party
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appears not to liave effected miicli. General Gregg is ordered to cover
the destruction of the railroad and picket the left. The working party
is about a mile south of this point, the Blick house. The commander of

the division should take the direction of the destruction of the road.

That party belongs to the quartermaster’s department.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 33^ 1864—11.30 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

General Gregg was directed to send Spear’s brigade to your division

on the railroad, instead of the regiment of cavalry with it this morning.
General Gregg’s instructions of 10 a. m. have just been modified. He
is now directed to concentrate his division at Kearns’ Station and hold
that point and picket to Warren’s left and also to your division, de-

stroying the railroad. General Miles need not therefore leave any force

to hold Kearns’ Station. Colonel Spear’s brigade will continue with
Miles.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August ^3j 1864—12.10 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have just received your dispatch of 11.30. General
Miles’ division will be sent at once to comply with the order. I have
sent some messengers to see what is wrong with the telegraph wire.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 23

j
1864— m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I inclose a communication received from Colonel Spear,

together with General AVarren’s note inclosiiig it. I have directeil

General Barlow, if Colonel Spear holds the field as is stated, to have
the rebel dead counted. This communication was received at 0.15 p. m.

WINK’D S. lEANCOCK,
Major- Generaf Commanding.

[Inclo.snre.]

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 23y 1864—5.30 p. m.

General Hancock:
I telegraph you a dispatch just received from Colonel Spear, witli my

reply. Some prisoners he sends in say when they left they, the enemy,
were falling back.

G. K. WAKKEN,
Major-General.
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[Siil)-inclosure.l

Headquarters Cavalry Brioade,
In the Fields August 23

j
1864—3 p. m.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I reported to General Miles
j
he assigned me to duty. I proceeded up

the Burt [Yaughan?] road, and when opposite Beams’ Station, on the
right, encountered Hampton’s cavalry

j
hard fight

5
the enemy were ten

times my number. I fought them one hour. Sent for re-enforcements;
could get none. Hampton’s division liad just arrived to join Lee. My
loss is 8 killed, 32 wounded; Captain Sargent killed. I left dead on the
field 184 rebels. I hold my own

;
have sent to General Gregg for help.

He returned me word he had nothing to do with me. I then sent to

General Miles; he sent me word he could give me but 100 men. The
enemy are in strong force on my left. I can do great execution and
rout them if I have one or two regiments of infantry. No one seems
to assist me; can I not get it from General Warren? I am very pecu-
liarly placed. My men are exhausted, but will protect GeneralWarren’s

left at all hazards. Where Generals Gregg and Miles have gone there
is no enemy, but on my front is the force above stated.

I am, with high respect, your obedient servant,
S. P. SPEAR,

Colonel
j
Commanding Cavalry.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23, 1864—7.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
You did not send Warren’s reply to Colonel Spear’s report. I should

like to see it. I desire you to call on Generals Gregg and Miles for an
explanation of the charge made by Colonel Spear, that they declined
to send him assistance when he asked for it.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 23, 1864—7.25 p. m. (Received 7.45 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock :

General Warren is temporarily absent. I send you his reply to
Colonel Spear.

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Lieutenant- Colonel aiul Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Tnclosuro.]

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps

—

5.25 p. m.
Colonel Spear,

Commanding Cavalry

:

Colonel: Major-General Warren directs me to say that you are so
far off that he will be unable to send you infantry from his command.
If you cannot hold your own, you will have to fall back on General
Miles.

Very respectfully, &c.,

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Headquarters Second Corps,
August 23^ 1864—7.30 g). in.

General Humphreys, •

Chief of Army of the Potomac:

General Miles Las worked up to within a mile of Reams’. The heavy
rain has init out part of his fires. The enemy’s pickets are at the
Slater house, and General Miles’ pickets within 1,000 yards of them.
General Gregg had ordered a regiment to drive them away from Reams’.
Colonel Spear says he drove the enemy’s skirmishers on the Vaughan
or Bohn road two miles toward Petersburg, where a bridge had been
destroyed. He states that their infantry pickets extended to this point.

The cavalry retired in the direction of Petersburg. Slater’s house is

where the Vaughan road intersects the Reams’ Station road. Colonel
Spear met nothing but cavalry. The rain has made it impossible for a
horseman to ride to the railroad by the route General Miles took to-day.

WIOT’H S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

General Gregg pickets a mile and a half below where the plank road
crosses the Blackwater.

W. S. H.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 23j 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
Your dispatch of 7.15 received. I inclose you a dispatch from Gen-

eral Warren, which was neglected to be inclosed by him at the time,

and which was received afterward.* I had previously directed Gen-
eral Barlow, who now commands Miles’ division, and General Gregg,
to send out and ascertain the number of the enemy’s dead, if Colonel
Spear held the held; and had directed that the road at a suitable place,

where a swamp ])asses through it, be intrenched, in order to hold it.

I Avill call upon General Miles and General Gregg for the explanation
you desire.

WINF’H S. HANCOCK,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters First Division, Second Corps,
August 23, 1864—1.30 p. m. (Received 2 p. in.)

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistant Adjutan t- General

:

Colonel : 1 have the honor to report that a misapprehension seems
to exist as to the progress made by this division in destroying the rail-

road. On my arrival this morning the railroad was destroyed only to

a point about one mile north of Reams’ Station. 1 have sent a brigade
to Reams’ Station, Avhich up to this time is unoccupied, and am destroy-
ing the railroad south as fast as possible. General Gregg is co-oper-
ating according to his orders, and is mnv with his command at Reams’
Station, and will occupy the station when Ave get farther south. The

* See 5.25 p. m., p. 427.
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instructions just received from General Meade seem to imply that one
division is entirely to the south of Eeams^ Station. It is still to the

north of that point. Our communications are now best made by the

plank road.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
FEAECIS O. BAELOW,

Brigadier- General^ Gommandmg.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August J23, 1864—7 p. m,

Brigadier-General Barlow,
Commanding First Division^ Second Coreys

:

General: I inclose you a note just received from Colonel Spear
together with one from General Warren.* General Gibbon’s division

will be at the junction of the plank road with the road to Beams’ Sta-

tion to-night, and will proceed to Beams’ Station at daylight and hold
possession there, together with your artillery. General Gregg is going
to picket from General Warren’s left to cover that station and around
toward the plank road. He will release your cavalry. You will continue
the destruction of the railroad toward Eowanty Creek, and, if possible,

as far as Stony Creek. I leave here at daylight to proeeed to Beams’
Station to take command of all the troops there, including the cavalry.

In the meantime, if you have any difficulty nearer to General Gibbon
than I am, call upon him. I have instructed him to clear out the road
toward Beams’ Station if it is obstructed. General Gibbon has also

been direeted to obstruct the railroad near Beams’ Station by felling

trees across it, if it does not interfere with your march to the rear or
front.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General, Commanding.

P. S.—Please aseertain by a staff officer, if practicable, the number
of rebel dead on the field where Colonel Spear had the fight this after-

noon. Colonel Spear says that the field is in his possession.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 23, 1864.

Brigadier-General Barlow,
Commanding First Division :

General: The major-general commanding desires an explanation
concerning the charge made by Colonel Spear in the report inclosed to
you this evening, that he was unable to obtain support. The charge
was made directly against General Miles, but as it is supposed you
were in command of the division, the general directs that you either
submit a report of all the circumstances yourself or call on General
Miles for an explanation, as the circumstances may warrant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MOBGAN,

TAeutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

^ See pp. 42G, 427.
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Reams’ Station, August 23^ 1864—8.08 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker,
Assistant Adjtitant- General

:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that this division has destroyed
the railroad to Reams’ Station. I have the division to-night in the
ride-pits on the Dinwiddie Court-House road, about one mile and a
half from the railroad to the west. There has been skirmishing nearly
all day between the brigade of Colonel Spear’s cavalry (assigned to

my command), some of my infantry, and the enemy. Hampton Legion
is reported to be in Colonel Spear’s front farther to the south and left,

one mile and a half from the railroad, just about west of Reams’ Sta-

tion. General Gregg’s division has been quite heavily engaged this

afternoon. The firing has been quite heavy. The cavalry have stood
their ground and repulsed the enemy up to this time, though firing has
just now ceased. It breaks out now and then afresh. General Gregg
has just informed me that his whole division has been engaged. He
thinks the position a desirable one to hold and is afraid that from lack
of ammunition he may have to withdraw his division to-night. He has
intimated a desire to me.to send a force to hold the position if he with-

draws, but as my object is to destroy the railroad, I do not see the
Xiropriety of moving off to hold a x)osition one mile or more from the
railroad, which can be turned and which has no importance as an as-

sistant to the object for which I am sent here. In the morning, if

things are quiet, I shall continue destroying the uailroad south. I have
sent to General Gibbon for a battery, and if I am unable to obtain it

there, shall send to coiqis headquarters for it to-night xirobably.

Respectfully,
FRANCIS C. BARLOW,

Brigadier- General.

P. S.—Infantry has occasionally been rexiorted advancing on us, but
I do not credit the rex)ort.

F. C. B.

(Copy to General Warren.)

Headquarters Second Corps,
[August 23, 1864]—10.30 p. m.

General Barlow:
The major-general commanding instructs me to acknowledge the

receipt of your note of 8.08 x>. pl? ^^4 to say that your view of the
object for which you are at work is correct; but that if the enemy’s
resistance is so great as to x>revent operations uxioii the railroad you
will of course assist General Gregg’s cavalry until General Gibbon
gets up either at your own x)lace or at his, if safe in connection with your
ox)erations at Reams’ Station, for ft is not sux)i)osed that the railroad

can be destroyed before the enemy are driven oft. General Gibbon has
both your batteries, which you can call on at any moment. As Gen-
eral Gregg is so heavily engaged it may modify somewhat the order
concerning Colonel Sx)ear until such time as the enemy’s resistance is

removed. You had better send back for ammunition if you are likely

to need more.
By order of Major-General Hancock:

F. A. WALKER,
Assista nt Adjn ta nt- General.

(Cox)y to General Warren.)
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 23^ 186

i

—7.20 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staf] Army . of the Fotomac

:

General : Officers in my front line report the enemy have taken
down tents in the works and on tlie picket-line, and that something
more than usual seems to be going on. It may be they are to be
relieved by other troops. I have given orders for increased vigilance,

and will report if anything transpires that will be of service to the
major-general commanding.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOTT,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 23^ 1864.

Col. E. McAllister,
Commandmg Third Brigade:

Colonel: In case of an attack on the First Brigade, you will be
prepared to move with your whole force to General De Trobriand’s
support.
By command of Brigadier-General Mott

:

JUHK HANCOCK,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 23., 1864—8.30 a. m.

Major-General Meade:
I have all my command at work straightening out the lines, putting

in flanking batteries, slashing, and constructing abatis. I have no
doubt I can get along now under any attack without the assistance of

the Second Corps, so that that force can be used anywhere else. I am
also completing the destruction of the railroad toward Petersburg.
All is quiet here.

G. K. WAEREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Warren :

Can you not, now that the line from the Strong house is completed, •

hold your position securely with only the Ninth Corps by making this
line as strong as possible with slashings, abatis, &c.! It could be held
with the colored division and one of white troops, having two divisions
of white troops available as reserves. Also strengthening the Fifth
Corps line with abatis, &c., would preserve portions of it. Deserters
last night say Mahone returned night before last to the trenches near
the plank road. I think the enemy did abandon oftensive movements,
but he may resume them. It is important to destroy as much as pos-
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sible of tlie railroad, aud I desire to send the other division of the
Second Corps to assist in this work, as the enemy may send cavalry
and infantry around your position to obstruct and defeat this work.
Let me have your views as soon as possible.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 23^ 1864—10 a. m.

General Warren:
The commanding general desires me to say that you must look out

for your right flank in advancing. General Parke will be directed to

advance the pickets of his line with yours. You will, of course, direct

Colonel Spear to advance his cavalry pickets and supports on your
left, ifGeneral Gregg has notcome up and taken command of the cavalry.

His instructions require him to advance correspondingly with you.
Have him advised of whatever may be necessary for him to know from
your command to enable him to carry out his orders. Have an under-
standing with Parke, who is now on his line.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23^ 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

I am instructed to inform you that General Gibbon’s division will be
moved to Beams’ Station to-night to support Barlow’s in the operation
of destroying the railroad as far as Eowanty Creek. General Gregg,
who was directed to concentrate his division of cavalry at Reams’ to-

day and picket to your left and in front of Barlow’s division, will

receive his instructions from General Hancock. He Avill keep you
advised of any movement of the enemy.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 23, 1864—6.15 p. m. (Received 7 p. ni.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps:

General: A^our dispatch inclosing Colonel Spear’s received. Your
reply to Colonel Spear did not accompany. Colonel S])ear was under
the orders of the commanding ofticer First Division, engaged in destroy-

ing the railroad. I heard a half hour ago that General Allies had sent

two companies to Colonel Spear, and that he had a skirmish with
Hampton Legion. General Gibbon’s division will camp to-night on the

plank road, where the Reams’ Station road intersects, and will move to

Reams’ at daylight. 1 do not know Colonel Spear, but am glad he
killed so many rebels, and hope he may get off their wounded, Avhich

/
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must be in bis bands. Gregg^s cavalry is under my orders, and I shall

be at Beams’ at an early bour to-morrow. I shall have Gregg cover
your left around as far as Beams’, bolding particularly the road coming
in from Petersburg two miles to your left, wbicb I have beard called the
Bohn [Vaughan

j
road. I siij^pose this is the road Colonel Spear calls

the Burt road.
Bespectfully, yours,

VVINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General^ Commanding,

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army Corps,
August 23, 1864. (Beceived 7.45 p. m.)

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that I am notified from my
vedette on the top of the bouse in the corn-field that the enemy’s camp
fires are to be seen about one mile and a half in the direction of the
road

5
also camp to the (our) left of the road, on the prolongation of the

line of the first above mentioned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. B. AYBES,
Brigadier'- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 23, 1864—8 p. m.

[Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistaiit Adjutant- General ;]

Colonel: The railroad has been destroyed to a point opposite the
white house beyond our picket-line about 250 yards. The ties have
been burned and the rails bent up to the picket-line. Beyond that point
the road has been turned over. The enemy’s cavalry appeared at the
cap of the woods whilst Ave were at work near the house. They were
fired upon and retired. before reported the enemy’s works beyond
the corn-field on the right are occupied by his forces. His pickets come
to the cap of the woods in Arhich our pickets iioav are. The ground Avas

thoroughly searched, and all arms, &c., brought away. The men in

camp near that part of the road previously destroyed are using the
rails for A^arious purposes in their camps. The ties still remain.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CBAWFOBD,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps,
August 23, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that eleven rebel dead Avere
buried by the men on the picket-line, on the night of the 21st instant,
which were not included in my report. This Avill make up the number
buried in front of the division seventy-six.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FDWD. S. BBAGG,

Brigadier- General, Commandmg.
28 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August ^3, 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth CorpSj Gurley House

:

The commanding- gmieral desires to know the condition of your lines

from tlie Strong house to Warren’s right, whether the slashing is suf-

ficiently extended to the front to render it impenetrable to any body
of men. The line thus completed might be held thinly, with reserves

at intervals, free commnnieation between which and all parts of the
line should be opened. All the remaining available force of your com-
mand should be concentrated on the left for co-operation with the Fifth

Corps. The commanding general desires to know what part of your
command will be required to hold your line in this manner, and what
disposition you have made or are making in view of it.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
A^igust 23^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Y^ours of 10 a. m. received. I have now on the line from Strong’s house
to Warren’s right three divisions—Ferrero’s, Potter’s, and White’s.

The slashing, abatis, and parapet are not entirely completed, but nearly
so. The heavy rain of last evening interfered seriously with our work.
Willcox is now in reserve.and I hope soon to withdraw White. I will

have a detailed report of the condition in front of Ferrero, and if, as I

think, it is very strong I certainly can withdraw White. I propose
erecting epaulements for guns, one in the front of the line that Griffin’s

brigade was at work on yesterday evening, and another in front of
Ferrero, opposite an open space.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major-General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 0th Army Corps,
No. 90. j Near Weldon Railroad., Fu., August 23, 1864.

I. The Forty-eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers is hereby
restored to the First Brigade of this division, and the commanding offi-

cer will report accordingly.
II. The Second New York Mounted Riftes is hereby transferred from

the First to the Second Brigade of the division, and the commanding
officer will report accordingly.*******
By command of Brigadier-General Potter:

SAiMUEL WRIGHT,
Assistan t Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 23, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Fourth Hivision

:

General : The major-general commanding the army has visited a

portion of your line and expresses the opinion that the men were not
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in con^iitioii to meet any sudden advance of tlie enemy; that most of the

men were without their accouterments. At least half of the men of the

different regiments should be on duty all the time and ready to receive

an attack, and pickets and vedettes should be posted sufficiently far out

to warn the whole command. The regimental commanders do not fully

realize the importance of their trust, and they should be instructed. I

think it would be well that your inspector and those of the brigades

should visit the lines frequently and see that these suggestions are car-

ried out. This is not written with any desire to find fault, but sug-

gested as a matter of instruction and precaution.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. G. PARKE,

• Major- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
August 23^ 1864—8.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

General Miles’ division is moving to Reams’ Station with one regi-

ment of cavalry. Is it required that more cavalry shall operate with
him, or shall the cavalry be kept concentrated on the left of the Sec-

ond Corps in the interval between it and General Miles’ division! I

have one brigade a mile north of Reams’ Station, where the road to

Dinwiddie Court-House strikes off*. A portion of the cavalry is out
of forage and it is impracticable to supply it here.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23j 1864—9.40 a. m.

lirigadier-General Grech,
Commanding Cavalry

:

(Through Headquarters Eifth Corps.)

Your dispatcli of 8.30 a. m. is received. The change of circumstances
since the order of yesterday renders it desirable that a brigade of cav-
alry shall accompany the division destroying the railroad. You will

l)lease give directions accordingly. The remainder of your cavalry in

that (luarter should be concentrated on the left, covering that flank,

and held ready to operate as circumstances may require. The animals
of your supply train must be used to bring up forage.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigust 23y 1864—9.55 a. m.

Brigadier-General Grecc,
Comnumding Cavalry

:

(Through Headquarters Fifth Corps.)

The commanding general . suggests that you send Colonel Spear’s
brigade with the division destroying the railroad.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Amjust 23^ 1864—11 a. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

Upon further consideration the commanding general directs that
yon concentrate your cavalry at Eeams^ Station, and hold that point,

picketing from there to Warren’s left, and also from Beams’ Station to

the infantry division destroying the railroad. That division Avill not
leave any part of its force at Beams’ Station, and Spear’s brigade will

remain with the division. Until further ordered it will not go beyond
Bowanty Creek. Hold in view the contingency of additional infantry

being joined to Miles’ command, and, in conjunction with your division

of cavalry, moving beyond Bowanty Greek to destroy the railroad still

farther south.
A. A. HUMPHBHYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Widoiv Smith’s House., Aiigust 23, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Comip^anding Cavalry

:

I am instructed to inform you that Major-General Hancock will move
Gibbon’s division to Beams’ Station to-night and assume command of

the operations upon the Weldon railroad. You will receive your orders
from him, carrying out the instructions already given you unless other-

wise ordered.
A. A. HUMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEA.DQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
Aug^ist 23, 1864—9.30 p. m. (Beceived 11.45 i).

m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I became engaged with the enemy’s cavalry this p. m. at

4.30 on the road from Beams’ Station to Dinwiddle Court-House and
about one mile and a half from Beams’. The enemy displayed a large
force dismounted, certainly more than a division. The light lasted
until nearly 9 o’clock. The enemy displayed his force in open country
and was repulsed in every attack made upon me. The enemy retired

from my front at about 9 o’clock. The enemy were principally armed
with muskets, but I do not think there were any infantry present.

The action was severe and we hold our position. My loss in killed and
wounded will not exceed 75.

D. 31cM. GBEGG,
Brigadier- General.

City Point, Va., August 23,.1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding, Ac. :

You may now send the Tenth Corps, or as much of it as can be spared
from Bermuda Hundred, to relieve as far as possible the Eighteenth
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Corps. When the Eighteentli Corps is relieved let them go into canix)

on the high ground in rear of their j^resent ])ositioii. So long as we
hold the Weldon road it is prudent for us to keep all the force we can
south of the Appomattox.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 23^ 1864—12.35 p. m. (Eeceived 1 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Telegram received. I will immediately proceed to relieve the Eigth-

eenth, division by division, and encamp that corps as a reserve, so that

fewer men can hold the trenches than if they were not so encamped.
b'enj. e. butler.

Major- General^ Commanding.

City Point, August 23, 1864.

Lieutenant Davenport,
General Butler'’s Staff:

Prisoners from Hoke, Johnson, Heth, and Mahone’s divisions yester-

day, and deserters this morning from Finegan’s brigade, agree that on
Sunday night the troops in front of General Warren fell back to their

old iiositions in the trenches. They admit that everything they dared
spare was taken from the lines to drive us off the Weldon railroad.

They admit the completeness of tlieir repulse, and there are evidences
that their loss must have been very considerable. General Sanders
was killed on Sunday. General W. H. F. Lee shot through the lungs

;

since reported dead. General Cliiigman lost a leg, and re^iorted mor-
tally wounded. Have you anything on the foregoing points, or to show
the enemy’s position yesterday and to-day along your entire line"^

SHARPE,
Colonel.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office Bureau of Information,

In the Field, August 23, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Deserters report all of Field’s division, save Benning’s brigade, on
the north side of the James. They think that brigade has gone to
Petersburg. Pickett is in our front entire. There appears some reason
for believing that all of Wilcox’s division lias gone to Petersburg,
although about one or two brigades there is some conllict of statements.

JOHN J. DAVENPORT,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camj), and Assistant Provost-Marshal.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and NT. 0.,

No. 96. j Fortress Monroe^ Fa., August 23^ 1864.

The following is promulgated for the information of this command:

State of New Hampshire,
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four.

Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives in Genei'al Court convened :

That the grateful thanks of the State of New Hampshire are hereby presented to

Brig. Gen. Gilman Marston for the patriotic devotion and conspicuous gallantry by
which he has won for himself imperishable fame, and reflected honor upon the State
of his nativity.

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to forward a copy of these resolu-
tions to Brigadier-General Marston, and a like copy to the commanding officer of
each regiment of New Hampshire volunteers in the field, to be read at the head of
their respective commands.

WILLIAM E. CHANDLER,
Speaher of the House of Representatives.

CHARLES H. BELL,
President of the Senate.

JOSEPH A. GILMORE,
Governor.

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
B. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 23.) 1864.

Major-General Birney:
Will you ride over with me to meet General Ord and consult with

him about relieving the Eighteenth Corps with a portion of the Tenth?
We will leave my headquarters at 3.30 p. m.

B. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 23) 1864.

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

General: I transmit herewith rebel colors taken by the forces

under your command the 16th instant, that the same may be for-

warded to the headquarters of the Armies of the United States through
the department commander. I have also requested Lieutenant-Colonel
Dent, aide-de-camp, to turn over to you the three colors captured by
your command on that date, and delivered to him by me the same day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINFD S. HANCOCK,

Major-General of YotunteerS) Commanding,

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 104. )

In the Field) August 23, 1864.*******
4. Pursuant to instructions from department headquarters, all detach-

ments of the Third Pennsylvania Artillery now doing duty on General
Turner’s line are hereby relieved, and will report to-day to Brig. Gen.
C. K. Graham, commanding Naval Brigade.
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8. Brig’. Gen. E. S. Foster, commanding Third Brigade, First Divis-

ion, is hereby temporarily assigned to the command of the Second
Division during the absence of Brigadier-General Turner. He will

turn over his brigade to the next senior officer.

By command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

AssiHtant Adjutant- General.

Heauquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 1864—12.S() a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

No lights reported in my front. Signal rockets seen early in tlie

evening, but not reported since. Deserters just in report m^ change
where they have been since yesterday morning.

E. O. C. OED,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 23^ 1864—

5

a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The following is just received:

Headquarters First Division, Eighteenth Corps,
August 23, 1864.

Maj. Theo. Read,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eighteenth Corps:

I have the honor to report that the officer commanding' the pickets reports that a
large body of the enemy are moving toward the left of the line.

Very respectfully.
J. B. CARR,
Brigadier-Generah

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 23y 1864—6.30 a. m.

General Humphreys :

I have my little reserves under arms since daylight, and three bat-
teries harnessed in my rear. Shall I let them return to camp?

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

M

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 23, 1864.

ajor-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps :

Yes; let them return to camj).

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.



440 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 23, 1864—12.40 o^cloch.

Will General Ord meet General Birney and myself at liis bead-
quarters at 5 p. m.? We will endeavor to be punctual.

B. F. BUTLER.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Angtist 23, 1864.

General Butler:
I will be at General Birney’s headquarters at 5 o’clock, as you re-

quest.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
A^igust 23, 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General Butler sent for me to meet him at General Birney’s at 5 p. m.,

and I am about leaving*. General Carr will be notified if anything
occurs.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
A^igust 23, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, -

Commanding Division

:

General : General Mott thinks that some move is going on in his

front. As it is possible that the enemy are massing for an attack upon
the trenches in that quarter (Mott is next to our left) you will have
your reserves under arms at daylight this morning. Notify your di-

vision to be on the alert. Send staff officers along the different por-

tions of your line to keep you informed of any move of the enemy, and
prepare by every means to repel an attack.

By order of Major-General Ord

:

S. S. SEWARD,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 23, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding Second Division :

General: The general commanding directs that you witlidraw one-

fourth of the men in trenches to give them rest. This in addition to those
already out, who will relieve them in trenches as far as possible; the
whole force to be stretched out so as to make the line coiitimious and
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uiiiforni. The execution of this order is discretionary, depending upon
the movements of the enemy, if any, since the last report that they were
moving toward their right.

I have the honor to he, general, with respect, your^ohedient servant,

S. S. SEWAKD,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters ETaiiTEENTTi Army Corps,
AmjUHt 23^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr:
General: I am instructed hy the major-general commanding to saj'

that you can allow yonr reserves to go into camp, keeping them ready
for any call.

Yery respectfully,

THEODORE READ,
Assistan t A djntant- General.

Office of Assistant Provost-Marshal,
Onancochy Va.y August 2Sy 1864.

Maj. Frank J. White,
Frovost-Marshaly Fastvilley Ya. :

Ma.ior: Reliable information has been received by a refugee just
from Northumberland County, Ya., that five .small-class vessels are
now fitted out, with about 300 men, with avowed puriiose of making a
raid on Tangier and Smith’s Islands or other points on this shore. I

would ask that Lieutenant Throckmorton, Avith his sloox), be sent back
at once to cruise in this sound, to report to me that I may increase his

force.

Respectfully,

J. W. STRONG,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

City Point, Ya., August 24y 1864—10.30 p. m.
(Received 2501.)

a
j
or-General ITalleck,

Washingtony J). (J.

:

Yesterday evening the enemy engaged onr cavalry which was pro-
tecting the party destroying railroad near Reams’ Station. General
Gregg Avas about one mile and a half Avest from the station and main-
tained his xiosition, the light lasting from 4.30 p. m. till 0 p. m. He
reports his loss at seAmnty-tive. Earlier in the aTternoon Colonel Spear,
commanding brigade of Kantz’s cavalry, had a sharp engagement Avith

the enemy’s cavalry on the Yanghan rdad, near Reams’ Station, and,
notAA’ithstanding largely superior forces against him, maintained his
ground, indicting heavy loss on tlie emmiy. He reports over 180 of the
enemy’s dead left upon the held. The road is noAv thoronghly destroyed
to Reams’ Station; the force on the road Avas lai'gely re-enforced last
night, and Avill push on the Avork. 1 send to-day a Richmond iiaper of
the 23d, directed to the Secretary of War. You Avill see from tliat that
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great despondency was caused by the last affair on tlie Weldon road.
In Richmond they have reports of five generals being killed in that
action, but the death of but two of them (Sanders and Lamar) is posi-

tively confirmed.
IT. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomao,
August 18(>4—8.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Late last night I received a dispatch from General Gregg reporting
that he had been engaged with his whole cavalry force with the
enemy^s cavalry, about one mile and a half west of Reams’ Station, on
tlie Dinwiddie Court-House road. General Gregg maintained his

ground, the fight lasting from 4.30 x). m. till 9 p. in., with reported casu-

alties about 75. Earlier in the afternoon Colonel Spear, commanding
brigade, Kautz’s division, had a sharp engagement with the enemy’s
cavalry on the Bond [Vaughan “?] road, also in the vicinity of Reams’
Station, on which occasion, notwithstaiiding the largely superior force

of the enemy. Colonel Spear held his ground, inflicting heavy loss, he
reporting over 180 of the enemy’s dead on the field. The infantry di-

vision of the Second Corps had reached Reams’ Station, thoroughly
destroying the railroad up to that point. It Avill be joined early this

morning by the Second Division, Avhen General Hancock will take
charge of the Avhole command, infantry and caAmlry, and push the
work of destruction as far as, in his judgment, it is practicable and ex-

pedient to go. On the rest of the lines under my charge all Avas quiet.

Major-General Ord reports the desertion to the enemy of a man Avho

was believed to have been collecting information.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

CiTA" Point, August 24^ 1864—10.50 a. m.

Major-General Meade :

Richmond papers of yesterday show great desiiondeucy over the
affair on the Weldon road, and report fiA^e generals killed, but only know
Xiositively of two of them, Sanders and Lamar, being actually dead.
They seem to be unable to learn anything ofiicial of the aftair, but liaA^e

to dexiend entirely uxion citizens going from Petersburg to Richmond for

information. They say, hoAvever, Ave haA^e not seen the end of that
afiair yet.

IT. S. GRANT,
Lieuten a nt- Gen eral.

Headquarters Army of the Potoaiac,
August 24, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Deserters and xu'isoners haA^e reported the Avounding of the following-

named Confederate generals in AVarren’s affair: AV. 11. F. Lee, Cling-

man, Sanders, and Harris. If to these is addeR Lamai’, reported dead'
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in the Kichmond papers, it would just make five. Tliere is no doubt
the enemy suffered severely in his attacks on the 21st. A deserter told

me his brigade (Kirkland’s) had lost 300 men.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 1864.

LientenanfiGeneral Grant :

Following telegram forwarded for your information :

IIp:ai)quahters Eighteenth Corps,
Jug list S4, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
The following additional report has just been received from Colonel Roberts:

^'The troops reported as having stacked arms in line opposite my brigade front
have withdrawn their right somewhat to seek shelter in the adjoining woods from
the shells thrown by onr batteries. There are two stand of colors visible along the
stacks and the men are building tires, as if preparing tlndr meal.”

From the above it does not appear probable that the enomj^ are massing in my
front with a view to attack.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, August 24^ 1864—1.30 p. m.

General Humphreys:
A division of the Tenth Corps Avas yesterday ordered to Ord’s sup-

port. General Grant has telegraphed to inquire if it is on the road
and to harry it up. Tell Mott to be vigilant and have any reserve he
may have ready to co-operate with Ord. In case of an attack notify

Ord.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Alajor- General.

City Point, Ya., August 24., 1864—noon.

(ReceHed 6.10 a. in. 25th.)

M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster- Ge^ieral

:

Cavalry horses are needed to mount dismounted men.- I will inform
you shortly how many, as soon as Generals Gregg and Kautz can be
beard from. I had asked for 500, ])art of Avhicli had been received.
Please cause more to be sent at onc(‘, if jiossible. Both these generals
are doing successful fighting on the Weldon road, and if kejit well sup-
plied noAv with horses may be able soon to strike the Danville road.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Quartermaster.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24

j
1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch received from the plank road
station

:

The enemy at the Weldon railroad occupy the same position they did yesterday and
the day before. They continne to work nj)on their intrenchments at that point. A
party is also at work on tlie fort or large redoubt in that vicinity. All qniet at
other points in the enemy’s lines visible from this station.

H. AY. FULTON.

The forces seen south of the lead-works, according to report received
yesterday from the officer at the Walthall house, are the same referred

to above.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. FISHEE,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Plank Road Signal Station,
A^igust 24

j
1864—11 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 9.40 a column of cavalry numbering about 500 came out of woods

north of large fort on Weldon railroad, passed southward on the east
side of fort and took a southwesterly direction, disappearing in woods.
Enemy working on a new line of works connecting with the main line

works in the vicinity of the lead-works and extending southward on
the east side of railroad, apparently to connect with new works men-
tioned in former reports.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 24 y

1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following rebel signal

message intercei)ted by the officer at the eTordan house

:

Important.]

Colonel Brent :

Colonel .Iordan reports the enemy in heavy force on onr right in his front, near
Swift Creek. From our point of observation we have just seen four regiments of
infantry pass o])en space to onr left of Cobb’s going to their front in Chesterfield,
Bermuda Hundred road. Gnn-boat a little above Point of Rocks. Gnu-boat and
steamer just gone down the river.

B.,
•

Sergeant at C.

(Same to Colonel Guyon [Gwynn] and A. B.)

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient seiAmut,

WM. S. STRYKER,
Acting Chief Signal Officer.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24^ 1864—4.25 j). m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of jStaff:

General: The following disx)atch received from the plank road
station

:

At 12 m. 700 infantry, with guns (muskets, I suppose) and knapsacks, appeared from
the woods in front of our line, moving in direction of Weldon railroad, and disap-
•peared in woods near large fort west of railroad. A fatigue party of 300 men, with
picks and shovels, came out from vicinity of lead-works at 11.30 a. m., moved
southward on railroad, and joined the working jiarty in the woods on the right of
the fort near the railroad. At 2.30 p. m. a column of infantry, numbering between
3,000 and 4,000 men, appeared from the woods, iu the vicinity of the fort, along the
Weldon railroad and moved southward on line of Weldon railroad. A battery of
four pieces headed the column. At the same time another column of infantry, num-
bering about 3,000, came to the east side of the fort, and after remaining a half
hour returned iu the same direction (westward) from which they came. About
forty wagons and twenty-five ambulances moved westward on the same road in

several trains.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

August 24, 1804—5.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer Army of the Potomac:

During the last hour I have observed in an open space southwest from
me, and about half a mile from lead-works in Petersburg, four regi-

ments of infantry moving from and out of Petersburg and in direction

of their right. Soon after saw one regiment in same ojjen sjiace moving
from their right and into Petersburg.

Respectfully, yours, &c.,

F. FULLER,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 2Ij 1864—6.22 p. m.

M aj or-General Humphreys

,

Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch just received from itlank road
station

:

5.30 p. M.

A column of infantry, consisting of four regiments, moved toward Petersburg on
Weldon railroad and disappeared from our view near the lead-works. A,column
of infantry, extending a mile and a (piarter in length, four files deep and well closed
up, came from the direction of Petersburg on road west of Weldon railroad, passed
on the east side of the fort—the tort about a mile south of the lead-works—and
hied westward, disappearing in woods. Fifteen minutes afterward another column,
numbering about 2,000, came [over] the same road from Petersburg and followed
road running southward on line of Weldon railroad. Sixty-six wagons and seven-
teen ambulances j)receded the hrst column, going westward,

FULTON.

Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.
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August 24, 1864—6.30 ii. in.

Maj. B. F. Fisher.
Chief Signal Officer

^
Army of the Fotomac:

The enemy have mounted one gun in the new angle of four-gun fort

reported last night. Everything unusually quiet in enemy’s lines all

day. No stir of account among trains.

A. 0. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24.^ 1864—6.30 j). m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: I learn from a report received from the Walthall house
station that the four regiments reported by the plank road station as
going toward Petersburg, after passing the lead-works, moved out
toward their lines south or southeast from the city; one regiment into

the city from their right.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

B. F. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Signal Station,
N^ear W. I*. Davis^ House^ August 24., 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac

:

I can see the lead-works from the station that I established. The
enemy are engaged upon a line of works almost south of lead-works,

about 600 or 700 yards therefrom, and running from thence east across

the railroad. They have a large party employed upon it.

GEO. J. CLARKE, .

Signal Officer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch received from the plank road
station

:

At 6 p. m, a heaA^y column of infantry, three-quarters of a mile in length, appeared
ill vicinity of lead-works, coming from direction of Petersburg on road west of

Weldon railroad, passed east of large fort, and continued southward on line of Weldon
railroad. Twelve ambulances, ten wagons, and two carriages followed the column.
The force working on new line of works along the railroad is not more than one-

third as large as this morning. Two batteries of artillery accompanied the column.
H. W. FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.
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Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General^s Office,
No. 279. \ Washington^ August 24^ 1864.*******

22. Second Lieut. J. A. Kress, Ordnance Department, is hereby re-

lieved from duty at Fort Monroe Arsenal, and will report in person,

without delay, to Major-General Butler, commanding Department of

Virginia and North Carolina, to relieve First Lieut. A. Mordecai, Ord-
nance Department.

23. Capt. J. M. Linnard, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volunteers,

is assigned to duty on the staff of Brig. Gen. Eegis de Trobriaud, U. S.

Volunteers, commanding First Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,

and will immediately report in person to General De Trobriand for

orders.

24. Col. P. P. Pitkin, Quartermaster’s Department, recently ap-

pointed chief quartermaster of the depot at City Point, Va., will at

once enter upon*the duties of his office, and report by letter to the
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, also to Brigadier-General Ingalls,

chief quartermaster of the armies operating before Eichmoud.*******
2(3. Batteries C and E, Second JJ. S. Artillery, are hereby tempo-

rarily consolidated. Brig. Gen. A. P. Howe, inspector of artillery,

Washington, D. C., is charged with the execution of this order.*******
28. Col. E. C.Webster. Quartermaster’s Department, is hereby relieved

from duty at New Berne, N. C., and will report in person without delay
to the commanding general Dejmrtment of Virginia and North
Carolina, to relieve Col. Herman Biggs in his duties as chief quarter-
master of that dei)artment. Colonel Biggs will turn over to Colonel
Webster all x)iiblic property and funds now in his possession, and give
him all instructions pertaining to the Department of Virginia and
North Carolina.

29. On being relieved from his duties in the Department of Virginia
and North Carolina, Col. Herman Biggs, Quartermaster’s Department,
will report in person without delay to the Quartermaster-General U.
S. Army, to enter upon his duties as inspector.*******
By order of Secretary of War*

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 228. ] August 24, 1864.*******

2. Leave of absence is granted to the following-named officer: Brig.
Gen. Francis C. Barlow, First Division, Second Army Corps, for
twenty days, on surgeon’s certificate of disability.*******
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24^ 1864—12.30 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Your dispatch of 11.40 p. m. is received. The commanding’ general
desires me to say that the instructions to General Barlow are approved.*
The enemy must be disi)Osed of before the road can be destroyed.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staffs

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 24

j
1864—10.30 a. m. (Beceived 2.30 p. m.)

Major-General Meade:
General Gibbon is occupying the intrenchments here and General

Miles pushing on with the destruction of the railroad. His left is about
one mile and a quarter beyond the station. The enemy show no force,

retiring as we advance. Their cavalry, which was here in heavy force

yesterday, all reported to have retired about an hour since. They held,

and still hold, the fork of the Dinwiddle and Beams’ Station road and
stage road. Their vedettes are still opposite ours on this road. The
cavalry picket from here over to Gary’s Church on the plank road.

WmP’D S. HAllCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Grant.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 24y 1864—8 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The road is destroyed for about three miles and a half beyond
Beams’. Bowanty is still two miles or so beyond. General Miles’

division is behind the intrenchments here to-night. General Gibbon’s
division will continue the work to-morrow. The enemy’s cavalry have
been very quiet to-day. General Gregg tells me that they are at the fork

of the roads, as described in dispatch of this a. m. My men are much
fatigued. General Miles reports his men as tired out. They have not
recovered from the fatigue of their late marches. General Gibbon will

be separated some three or four miles from here to-morrow. He can,

however, in case of need, lall back on the plank road, if the enemy
should appear in force on some of the roads between him and Beams’.
A negro, who came in to-day, says they are expecting us at Dinwiddie
Court-House, and their cavalry appear to be watching the roads in

that direction principally.

WraP’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

(Copy to.General Warren.)

*Sec Walker to Barlow, 23(1, 10.30 p. m., p. 430.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24, 1864—-8.20 j). ni.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps, Reams’’ Station:

Signal officers report large bodies of infantry passing south from their

intrenchinents by the Halifax and Vaughan roads.' They are probably
destined to operate against General Warren or yourself—most i)robably
against your operations. The commanding general cautions you to

look out for them.
A. A. HHMPHPEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

|Copy to General Warren.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 24, 1864—11 p. ni.

General Humphreys:
Your dispatch is received. The signal officer does not say about

how many men he observed, nor the time. If the enemy have sent any
considerable force to operate against me, I do not care about separating
my force so far. Eowanty is novf reported bj^ citizens to be eight miles
from here.

WINPUJ S. HAYCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 21, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding IHinsion, Second Corps:

General : General Ord reports that a body of 5,000 of the enemy
have taken up a position in rear of their lines opposite his left division,

and he apprehends an attack to-day or to-night. A division of Tenth
Corps was ordered yesterday to his support. The commanding general

desires you to be vigilant, and to be prepared to co-operate with Gen-
eral Ord, in the event of his being attacked, with any reserved force

you may have.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 24, 1864.

The troops will be formed in the rear line and be prepared for any
movement at moment’s notice, in accordance with the above. Great
vigilance is required.
By command of Brigadier-General Mott:

JOHN HAYCOCK,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- Q’cneral.

20 R R—VOL XLli, I'T II
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Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
August 24^ 1864—3.40 j). m.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Division^ Second Corps

:

General Ord reports that the troops mentioned in his previous report
(about 5,000 in number, who threatened his front) are moving into

Petersburg, apparently on the return to the north side of the Ajipo-

mattox.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
August 24.) 1864.

The order for the movement of troops is hereby countermanded.
By command of Brigadier-General Mott

:

JOHN HANCOCK,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 24j 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphrea s

:

From our advance signal station we can see the lead-works, and
the enemy\s line of defenses, which are full of troops. There is only a
picket-line visible outside. At W. P. Davis’ house would be an excel-

lent position to ])lace a redoubt. Having done this we could safely

proceed to establish our lines closer Petersburg, or make that the start-

ing ])oiut in a movement on the Danville road. This house is just on
the line which divides the slope toward Petersburg from that south-
ward.

G. K. WARPEN,
* Major-General,

Genera] Humphreys:
I forward you the following:

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 24) 1864—12.30 p. m.

Colonel Locke:

Signal Station,
W. F. Davis’ House—12.30 p. m.

The enemy have a large party at work upon a line about 600 yards south 20 de-
grees east of lead-works and extending east across the railroad. No other move-
ment visible.

GEO. J. CLARKE,
Signal Officer.

The two boys confirm this. They say they are building a high fort in
advance of the town and are afraid we will shell the town from our
advanced position.

G. K. M ARREN,
Major-General.
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August 24, 1864—2.45 p. m.

Forward all these to General Meade at City Point.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Au(jnst 2i, 1864—1 2). m.

General Humphreys :

I have just got two niowst inteJligent boys, Nortliern born, about four-

teen years old. They ran out of Petersburg yesterday. Tliey saw
General Lee and heard iiiin say to General Hill and other officers tliat

he Avonld get ns out of liere by Saturday night. Tliese boys say they
are now wagoning supplies b om Stony Creek Station, via the plank
road, to Dinwiddle Court-House; thence by the Stony Creek road, and
that all their cavalry are out in tliat direction. The road along the
railroad goes into Petersburg at Halifax Creek; next west comes the
Vaughan i*oad—they liv(‘, on it at Flowers’; then comes the Squirrel

Level road; then the plank road. They say the rumor in Petersburg
yesterday was that Early was coming back. They also say there Avas

talk that they might (charge our line somewhere east of the Jerusalem
road. They are afraid Ave will extend around and get the other road
unless Early gets back. These boys are so intelligent that I send them
up to headquarters. The}" say the peo])le of Petersbui-g are much
frightened; that General Lee told a boy that Avas shut in the toAcn like

themselves, and Avas crying, that he’d have us out of here by last Friday
night.

G. K. WARREY,
Mftjor- General.

Headquarters Army of the ITitomao,
Auijnst 1864—4.30 jfi. m.

General Grant:
I forward the above. 1 think General Lee meant last Saturday, Avhen

he tried and could not get us away. I hope he aaTII try again, Ord
seems to think noAV he Avill not be attacked.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
AuguHt 34j 1864—4.25 p. m.

Major-General Warren :

The commanding general directs that you proceed at once to the
erc'ction of a redoubt at the ])oint indicated in your dispatch to-day.
^lajor Duane is directed to send an engineer officer and some engijiecr
troops to report to you for the purpose.

A. A. HUMRHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August j24j 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have sent out Major Koebling- to lay off the redoubt, but upon
investigation I find that it will be difficult tor lue to work on it to-night.

My men are all at work draining, building batteries, and repairing
roads that 1 have tools for. I can afford protection to any other work-
ing party, however. The value of this ground demands prompt atten-

tion, and I am having it done as fast as possible.

G. K. WAKKEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August .24, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major- General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

Major Duane is ordered to send out intrenching tools for the redoubt,
&e. General Parke will furnish some working party if he can Avell do
so, upon your notifying him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 24^ 1864—9 p. m.

General Humphreys:
I liave received your report of the signal officer.* This force may be

only working parties going out. All the prisoners I sent yon to-day
say they are working on new line all along. I feel certain if they have
gone out it is to interfere with General Hancock. They cannot do
anything with me here.

G. K. AVAPPEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters xVr^iy of the Potomac,
[August 24.; 1864]—9.10 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The columns were too strong for working parties, x)robably 8,000 or

10,000 strong. More lu’obably after Hancock than after von.
A. A. HUMPHPEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 24, 1864—9.20 p. m.

Gei 1 eral HU3IPHREys :

My signal officer has a good station to see about the lead-works,

but, unfortunately, he left there about 5 p. m. Up to that time he had

See Humplireys to Hancock, 8.20 x).
lu., ii. 449.
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seen notliiiig but working parties. It seems to me singular if they
designed to attack any one that they should have started out at that

hour, as they could not get far before dark, and might as well have
Avaited for that to cover their movements. It looks like a feint, if

anything, to me.
G. K. WAEKENT,

Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 207. i August 1804.

I. Brigadier-General Bragg’s brigade. Fourth Division, is tempo-
rarily assigned to the Third Division, Brigadier-General Crawford com-
manding. General Bragg will break up bis present camp early to-mor-
row morning and remove to the camp of the Third Division.

II. Colonel Hofmann’s brigade, Fourth Division, is assigned tempo-
rarily to the Second Division, Brigadier-General Ayres commanding.

III. The headquarters staff and provost guard of the Fourth Division
will report to corps headquarters.
By command of Major-General Warren

:

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 24^ 1864.

Col. C. S. Wainwright,
Commanding Artillery Brigade : ^

Colonel: The inclosed telegram* is sent you for your information.
The major-general commanding directs that you send a battery at day-
break to-morrow morning down to the left near the railroad.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S.—The battery to be sent will be taken from one of those near
these headquarters.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army Corps,
Aug^(st 24, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that one officer and eigliM/-nve
men of the enemy’s dead have been buried in my front. No Hags were
ca])tured. Tliis is exclusive of those buried on the front of the Fourth
Division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. AYEES,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

See Iliimplirey.s to Waireii, 8.20 p. iii., p. 449.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August My 1864. (deceived 9.20 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Crawford,
Commanding Third Division:

General: The inclosed telegram* is sent you for your information.

The major-general commanding directs that yon have your command
under arms at daybreak prepared to take position on the left of General
Griffin, facing south.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Ijienteuanf- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- Central.

Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 24^ 1864—10.15 p. m.

Brigade commanders will have their commands under arms at day-
break. The men will be aroused at 3 a. m. without noise and get tlieir

breakfast. At daybreak the command will be prepared to take position

on the left of General Griffin, facing south.

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford:
GEO. MONTEITH,

A ssistant A djuta^i t- General.

Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 24y 1864.

Battery commanders will have their batteries in readiness to move at

daybreak to-morrow morning, and wait further ordews from these head-
quarters.
By command of Brigadier-General Crawford:

GEO. MONTEITH,
Assistan t A djutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 24y 1864—11 p. m.

Brigadier-General Bragg :

General: The major-general commanding directs that in case it

becomes necessary you will receive and obey orders from Brigadier-

General Crawford from your ])resent position, as General Crawford may
tind it necessary to send orders to you before you can change ytiur

canq).

By command of Major-General ACarren

:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
A ssistant A djuta n t- Genera 1.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24

y
1864—5.20 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Comma nding Ain th Corps

:

General Warren is directed to commence to-night the construction of

a redoubt at P. W. Jones’, his most advance point on the Weldon rail-

^ See Huin])lireys to Wiirreii, 8.20 p. in., p. 449.
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road, and an engineer officer witli some engineer troops lias been
ordered to report to him. If he should ask for aid from you in the

work, please furnish it if you can well do so.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters NTinth Army Corps,
Angust ^4^ 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Dispatch of 5.20 received. Will be happy to furnish

General Warren all the aid in our power. Major Biddle inspected my
line to-day. Will report the condition. Am having the slashing ex-

tended to the front. I ordered the roads iu front of picket-line block-

aded. Hope to have a summary of my line made to-morrow.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Chief Quartermaster’s Office,

Angmt 34, 1864—11 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego, Commanding Cavalry

:

General : General Hancock directs me to say that he has a dispatch
from General Humphreys that signal officers report large bodies of in-

fantry moving south from Petersburg on the Vaughan and Halifax
roads, and General Humphreys expresses his o])inion that they are for

operation against us. General Warren, however, is of the opinion that
they are working parties on a new line the enemy are known to be
building. The general would like you to see how strongly the enemy
hold the Vaughan road at daylight to-morrow, sending a squadron up
the road as far as ])racticable.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

City Point, Va., August 24, 1864—1.20 p. m.

Major-General Butler, Commanding, &e.:

lias a division of the Tenth Corps started yet to replace the Eight-
c'enth'? General Ord has just asked Meade for any spare troops he may
have, stating that there are indications of an attack, and that a number
of deserters having gone over to the enemy last night, who may have
given information of his weakness, makes him fear the result. If a
division of Biruey’s has not gone, how long will it take to get one
there?

U. S. GRANT,
JAeutenant- General.

Headquarters,
August 24, 1864—1.45 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, Commanding, die.. City Point:

General Ord telegraphs me that his lookouts inform him that large
bodies of troops, supposed to be 5,000, are concentrating in front of his
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lines, and asking for one division of General Birney’s command, which
I have ordered, he fearing attack either to-day or to-night. Deserters
say that Mahone’s division was relieved by Pickett’s, which was cut ui)

in the fight of Sunday. The fact that Mahon e’s division was in the
fight appears in to-day’s Examiner, which I have sent you. That there
has been some change in my front between the James and Appomattox
would appear from the fact that for the first time in many weeks
picket- firing was started on our left near Port Walthall.

BENJ. E. BUTLEB,
Major- General.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field^ August 1864—2.06 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. JJ. S. Grant,
City Foint:

Order was sent this morning for one division to move, and I suppose
it is en route. I will hurry it along.

BENJ. E. BLTTLER,
Major-General^ Commanding

.

Spring Hill, August 24^ 1864—7.30 a. m.
Captain Norton,

Chief Signal Officer:

A train of ten cars, partly loaded with troops, just passed the Junction
toward Petersburg.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Spring Hill, Aiigtcst 24, 1864.

Captain Norton:
All quiet on our picket-line now. A large addition to our iiicket

arrived just now.
SIMONS,

Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 24, 1864—3.50 p. m.
Col. J. W. Shaffer,

Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following rebel signal dispatcli was intercepted bj^

the ofiicer on Mills’ house station

:

Archer’s ITot^se, August 24, 1SG4—1.30 p. in.

Colonel B.,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Petcrshurg :

Colonel .Iordan reports the enemy in heavy force on onr right (in his front) near
Swift Creek. From onr present ohservations we have jnst seen three regiments pass
an open space to onr left of Cobh’s, going to their front in Chesterlield.

R.,

Sergeant at C.

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Respectfully, &c..
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General Ord:
This intercepted rebel dispatch may relieve yon from apprehension

of attack.
BENJ. r. BUTLEB.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 24^ 4864.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel : I have incidentally heard that the Tenth Corps moves this

p. m. to relieve the Eighteenth. If this is so, and the Eighteenth comes
here, will yon please inform me, as I shall have to make some arrange-
ments in regard to keeping np the communication with the James Eiver
after the Tenth Corps has taken its signal officers away.

Eespectfully, &c.,

L. B. NOBTON,
Cajgtain and Chief Signal Offeer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Ya. and N. C.,

No. 232. S August 24^ 1864.*###***
IV. Major-General Birney, commanding Tenth Corps, will with his

coriis relieve the Eighteenth Corps, under command of Major-General
Ord, from duty on the left of the line of this army. Major-General
Ord, upon being relieved by the troops under General Birney, will

occupy the north side of the Janies with his brigade of negro troops at

Deep Bottom. With Ames’ division he will occupy the intrenched line

between the Apiiomattox and the James. He will encamp at Spring-

Hill, the division under Brigadier-General Carr as a reserve. If Gen
erals Birney and Ord will consult together and make such movements
of their troops as will allow this change without attracting the notice
of the enemy, save that there is no objection that the enemy sliall see
the troops of the Tenth Corps marching to the left; the movement of
tlie Eighteenth Corps to tlie right it would be better to conceal. The
light artillery along the two lines will be quietly changed by detach-
ments, so as to attract no notice and be all the time in a state of effi-

ciency. So much of the artillery of the Eighteenth Corps as will re-

])lace that which is now serving with the Eighteenth (ffirps from the
Tenth Corps will be left on the line on the left, so as to preserve there
the necessary number of guns. Further orders to arrange details, if

necessary, will be issued as the movements progress.
By command of Major-General Butler:

B. S. DAVIS,
A ssistau t Adjutant- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Angiist 24^ 1864—11 a. m.

General Birney :

The followiiig'has just been reeeived by signal from Spring Hill:

There is a little liring between ours and the enemy’s pickets opposite this station
in piece of woods on left of line.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

GEO. A. KENSEL,
Lieutenant- CoJonel.

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 24, 1864—1 p. m. (Beeeived 1.04 p. m.)

Major-General Birney:
Please march at once a division to General Ord. He informs me

that the enemy are massing troops in his front as if to make an attack.

BENJ. F. BUTLEK,
Afajor- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 24, 1864. (Beeeived 1.28 p. m.)

Maj. B. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Deserters in to-day say that Pickett’s division has been ordered to

relieve Mahone’s, which is badly cut up from Sunday’s fight.

D. B'. BIBNEY,
Alajor- General.

[Indorsement.]

Bespectfully sent to Lieutenant-General Grant.
B. E. B.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 24, 1864. (Beeeived 2.05 p. m.)

Major-General Birney:
Push at once all the troops you can to place of Eighteenth Corps.

General Ord has started one division and says there is indication of

an attack. Don’t mind the division at Deep Bottom.
BEN4. E. BUTLEB,

Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 24, 1864—5.15 p. m.

Captain Norton:
Lieutenant Ireland re])orts a column of infantry, from four to five

regiments, moving to our left across the meadow opposite the Crow’s
Nest.

C. E. CBOSS,
Lieutenant, llignal Corps.
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August 24, 1864.

Colonel MoGilvery,
Tenth Coys:

Please start your batteries as soon as you can. Our batteries are

now all in position; none in resen^e. Let me know wlien they start.

A. PIPER,
Colonel and Chief of Artillery.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 27. )

In the Field, near HateheCs, Ya.^Angast 24, 1864.

The Third New Ilampsliire A^olunteers having been ieft by the deatli

of Lieutenant-Colon el Plimpton, kilied in action at FusselFs Mill,

without afield officer present, IMaj. James F. Randlett of that regiment
is, at his own recpiest, relieved from duty as provost-marshal at tliese

headquarters and will rei)ort for duty with his regiment.
II. Capt. J. E. Sweet, Twentietli Indiana Yolunteers, acting aide-de-

canq), is hereby announced as provost-marshal at these headquarters.
Major Randlett will turn over to him all orders and instructions relative

to the duties of the office.

By command of Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney:
El). W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 24, 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry, commanding First Division, will proceed
with his command at once to the position occupied by the Eighteenth
(’orps before Petersburg, and reqiort to Major-General (Ird. Brigadier-
General Foster, commanding Second Division, will relieve the troops
of the First Division on* the line.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistan t A dju taut- Geyieral.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 24, 1864.

Brigadier-General Birney,
Commanding Colored Brigade :

The major-general commanding directs that you assume command of
the colored troops encam})ed in the neighborhood of the signal tower,
and take them with you when you move. They will constitute a brigade
under your command. There ai'e several regiments in that vicinity.

Respectfully,
ED. W. SMITH,

A ssistan t A djutan t- General.

General Orders.] Hdqrs. Jd Brig., 1st Div., 10th A. C.,

Deeg Bottom, Va., August 24, 1864.

In pursuance of orders from corj)s head([uarters the brigadier- general
commanding is temporarily relieved from command of this brigade and
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ordered to another field of duty. In tlins taking temporary leave
of the brigade he takes pleasure in testifying to your nniform valor
and good conduct and to the many gallant acts performed by yon while
it was his good fortnne to command you. With many kind and sincere
wishes for your future successes the general bids you a temporary good
by.

11. S. FOSTEK,
Brigadier- General.^ Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brig., 1st Div., 10th A. C.,

No. 25. ) Deep Bottom^ Fu., August 24^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. S. Foster having been temporarily assigned to command
the Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, the undersiguedherebyassumes
command of tlie Third Brigade, First Division, Tenth Army Corps.

H. M. PLAISTED,
Colonel Eleventh Maine Volunteers.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 24., 1864.

Commanding officers will hold their commands ready to change camp
at short notice.

By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

(To division commanders.)

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near IlatcheVs. Va., August 24, 1864.

Col. N. M. Curtis,
Commanding First Brigade:

Colonel : Colonel Coan will take position in the line near Battery
No. 1, prolonging his line toward Battery No. 3. The general com-
manding directs that yon bivouac your troops in the intrenchmen ts

on the left of Colonel Coan in prolongation of Ids line. This movement
will not be made until dusk. Your command will be held in readiness
to man the breast-works in case of an attack of the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWABD EDDY, Jr.,

Maj. Fo7dy-seventh New Yorh Vols., Aetg. Asst. Ins}). Gen.,

and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near HateheCs, Va., August 24, 1864.

Col. N. M. Curtis:
Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you move

your command to the position on the line of intrencliments before desig-

nated at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD EDDY, Jr.,

Maj. Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols., Aetg. Asst. Insp. Gen.,

and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Mateher^s, Va., Auyust 24^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. W. B. CoAN,
Commanding Second- Brigade

:

Colonel : By direction of the hrigadier-geueral commauding you
Mill bivouac your coiuiiiand in the iutreuehmeuts, your right resting in

rear of Battery ^^o. 1. This moveinent will not be made until dusk.

The command, however, Avill be held in readiness to move to the posi-

tion in case of an assault by the enemy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWAKD EDDY, Jr.,

Maj. Forty-seventh Neiv Yorh Vols., Aetg. Asst. Ins}). Gen..

and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near IlateheCs, Va., August 24., 1864,

Col. F. A. Osborn,
Commanding Third Brigade:

Colonel: By direction of the brigadier-general cominandiiig you
will please detail at once 100 men to relieve the garrison of the redoubt
in front of Battery No. 1, 100 men for the redoubt in front of Battery
No. 3, and 50 men for the redoubt in front of Battery No. 0.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWABD EDDY, Jr.,

Maj. Forty-seventh New Yorh Vols., Aetg. Asst. Insj). Gen.,

and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 24, 1864—11.40 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, &e.

:

The following has just been received:

IIdqks. Thikd Brigade, First DivisiOxN, Eighteenth Army Coih’s,
August 24, lS6i—0.45 a. m.

Ca])t. J. Johnson,
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Dwision:

Captain: I have the honor to rej)ort that the lookout from our hri^jado reports
tlic enemy as liaving re-euforeed their line in front of our brigade. A number of
troops, estimat(!d ])y the lookout as a brigade, have stacked arms and laid down in
rear of their front line, and one company double-ciuicke.d to the ])it8, which they
entered about in front of the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania, the thii-d regiment from
the right of our brigade. This force is thought to be a ])art of the troops rejxu'ted a
sliort time since, this morning, as moving liom Cemetery Hill toward Petersbuig.
'J'he left of this line of stacks is about o])posite the right of our brigade, and the
right extends off toward the city.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. 11. ROBERTS,

Colonel 130th York, Commanding Brigade.

E. (). C. OKI),
Major-General of Volunteers.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24, 1861—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Ord^
Commanding Eigliteentli Corps:

Major-General Meade telegraphs that a division of the Tenth Corps
was yesterday ordered to your support and will be hurried up. Gen-
eral Mott will CO operate with you as far as possible in tbe event of

your being attacked.
A. A. HUMPHPF.YS,

Major-General and Chief of Stajf.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 24, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

The following additional report has just been received from Colonel
lloberts

:

The trooiis reported as having stacked arms in line opposite niy T)rig'ade front
Iiave withdrawn their right somewhat to seek shelter in the adjoining woods from
the shells tlirown by onr batteries. There are two stand of colors visible along the
stacks and the men are building lires as if preparing their meal.

From the above it does not appear ])robable that the enemy are

massing in my front with a view to attack.

E. O. C. OllD,
3Iajor- General.

(Forwarded to Lieuteiiant-Geiierai Grant.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A ugust 24, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

At what time will your second line probably be ready for occupation
by your troops '?

A. A, HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of t3taff.

PlEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPS,
August 24, 1864—5.40 p. m.

General Humphreys:
if you mean by my second line the redoubts in my front, they will

not be hiiished in four days’ hard Avork, 400 men day and night.

E. O. C. OliD,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 24, 1864—12 m.

General Butler:
If you can send me a division, or a brigade at least, of General Bir-

ney’s command it Avill be very acceptable. 1 have just learned from
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lookouts that tlie rebels liave placed about 5,000 men ou a certain part
of my front wliicli is weak and vulnerable, and as the rebels have had
intelligent deserters from my line with detailed information of its weak
condition yesterday and the day before, I apprehend from this move
of theirs an assault may be made by them to day or to-night.

E. O. C. OKD,
Major-General.

Headquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps,
August 24.^ 1864. (Received 1-J.45 ]). m.)

G eneral Butler :

An officer from General Birney is iiere and says that General Birney
is awaiting orders. 1 have none to give. Has any been sent.

E. O. C. ORl),
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 24, 1864—1 p. m. (Received 1.30 p. m.)

Major-General Ord :

Your order and that of General Birney went at 11 o’clock to both of
you. Have you received it? I have ordered Birney to send you a
division at once.

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- Gejveral, Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Aug^^st 24, 1864. (Received 4 p. m.)

Major Davis:

Telegrams relating to General Birney’s move and (kilonel Howard
received. All right. Erom further information 1 think Gie enemy are
simply replacing reserves in my front. Will General Birney’s division

get here in time to have one of mine relieved and cross the Appomattox
to-night ? I have received no word from him as to his movements.

ORD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army (>orps,
August 24, 1864.

Major-General Birney :

Will you have enough men here to-night to relieve a division of
2,800 men

5
if so, what time may 1 expect them?

E. O. C. ORD,
3lajor-Gcnertl.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August Mj 1864—4.20 p. m. (Eeceived 4.23 p. m.)

General Ord,
Eighteenth Corps

:

General Terry lias marclied witli liis division to report to you; should
reach you by dusk. Directly one division of yours reaches me will

relieve niy command and march over.

D. 13. BIKNEY,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 24y 1864.

General Carr,
Commanding First Eivision :

General: The report just received of the brigade (rebel) forming
in rear of our Third Brigade rather indicates a re-enforcement, and
perhaps attempt to assault. Please have a reserve called from your
trenches at once—if it can be done secretly all the better—and send
them to the Hare house redoubt, and as re-enforcement to the point
threatened. Send a detail to the Hare liouse redoubt of loO men to

finish some embrasures there under direction of Major Walker. Send
the detail at once. Major Walker or some one to represent him will

be there.

Yours, &c.,

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General of Volunteers., Commanding.

August 24, 18(34—8.40 p. m.

Colonel Piper,
Chief of Artillery, Eighteenth Army Corps :

I have sent Lieutenant Worth with your orderly to Captain Ham
Avitli orders that if there are tliree disposable batteries to send one to

relieve Angel. So much depends on the artillery now tliat it will not
do to strip ourselves of it entirely. Idease let me know as soon as the
Tenth Corps batteries arrive. They should be hurried up so as to be
here as early as possible to-morrow.

HENEY J. HUNT,
Briga dier- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Near Prince George Court-House, Va., Atigust 24, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphrea^s,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: Geneiul Gregg notified me two days since that he had
directed the regiments of my command under Colonel Sj)ear to rei)()rt

0 me here. Yesterday Colonel Spear reported by letter tliat he had
been directed by General Meade to report to General Gregg. Know-
ing that G^iiieral Gregg considers Ids cavalry force sufficient, I suspect
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that the order was given to Colonel Spear at his own request. If so, I

question very much whether the interests of the service would be pro-

moted by detaching him from his division on his own suggestion, as his

judgment cannot be compared witli his merits as an individual soldier.

I respectfully request that the necessity of the case be submitted to

General Gregg. At the same time I consider it my duty to report that
there are two large gaps in the line between the Jerusalem road and
the James Eiver—one on the left and the other on the right of Mount
Sinai Church, my command being insufficient at jmesent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General^ Commandmg,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 24^ 1864—11.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Division Cavalry

:

Your dispatch of 9 a, m. is received. The commanding general
requests me to say that you misapprehend the circumstances under
which Colonel Spear’s command was retained on the Weldon railroad.

The commanding general gave the order without any representation
from Colonel Spear, or any exiuession of opinion by him. It was based
upon the strength of the enemy’s cavalry there (two divisions), and the
active operations now going on on the Weldon railroad, which require
all the force that can be rendered available without excessive weaken-
ing of important points. With your reduced force the commanding
general ex])ects you to look after only those avenues of approach that
are most likely to be used by the enemy.

A. A. HUMPIIKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of istaff.

City Point, August 25. 1864.

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of ^Yar

:

1 start at 4 ]>. m. for Portress Monroe. Will start from there to

return to-morrow night.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., August 25, 1864—5 p. m.
(Eeceived 7.15 a. m. Lffith.)

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of ^Yar :

There are indications of the enemy attacking us this evening or in

the morning. I shall not therefore go to Port Monroe as I telegraphed
you this morning.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

30 R R—VOL XLll, FT II



466 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

City Point, Va., August 25^ 1864—11 a. m.
(Received 6 p. m.)

Major-General Halleok,
Washington^ D. G.

:

It is understood in Rielimond that Fitz Lee has been ordered hack
from the Valley with his cavalry division. I have no donht of the
truth of the rumor. If the men of the Second Division now in Wash-
ington can be remounted and returned here, and horses sent to re-

mount those here without horses, we will be strong enough and can
render their cavalry almost useless.

U. S. GRANT,
* Lieutenant^ Genera 1.

City Point, Va., August 25, 1864—2.30 p. m.
(Received 6 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, JD. C.

:

Pickett’s and Field’s divisions are here. You can say this to General
Sheridan, and that there is no doubt about it. One regiment from each
of the four brigades of Pickett’s division were detached a couide of weeks
ago, and for some time I did not know but that they had gone to the
Valley. These regiments are now back.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie u tenant- General.

City Point, Va., August 25, 1864—8.30 p. m.
(Received 7 a. in. 2C)th.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

:

Up to the last accounts this afternoon from General Hancock, who is

south of Reams’ Station, he had been attacked several times to-day, but
had repulsed every assault. Since the last dispatch very heavy and
continuous artillery firing has been heard in that direction, continuing
until dark. When I hear from there will telegraph you again.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Everything is apiiarently quiet this morning. Last evening the sig-

nal officers reportecl large bodies of the enemy moving along the Wel-
don railroad near the lead-works, going southwardly, and this morn-
ing they reiiort the disappearance during the night of camps from our
front. This intelligence has been communicated to Generals Warren
and Hancock, and the latter instructed to move with caution and be on
the alert, and in case he finds the enemy interiiosing between himself
and Warren to return and rejoin the army. The last dispatch from
Hancock is 6 a. m., in which he reports that in consequence of the above
intelligence he has this morning ceased work on the railroad till he can
satisfy himself the road is clear of the enemy and his rear uuthreateued.
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Tlie road lias been thorouglily destroyed some three miles beyond
Kearns’ Station, and within two miles of Kowanty Creek. If it is de-

termined to maintain a permanent lodgment on the Weldon road, it

will be necessary to erect some redoubts and in other ways strengthen
the i^osition and our lines. If the lines from the plank road to the Ap-
])omattox can be made secure I see no dilhcnlty in holding the Weldon
road with the Fifth, Ninth, and part of the Second Oor^is, and perhaps
extending beyond to the Lynchburg road. I do not deem it advisable,

however, to commence tlie proposed work, involving considerable labor,

nnless it is settled the position is to be maintained. Is it intended the
Eighteenth Corps, on being relieved, are to return to Bermuda TIuii-

dred, or will any i)ortion be left as a reserve to the Tenth Corps'^

GE(3. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
August 25., 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant- General

,
City Point:

General Meade has just gone to General Hancock’s headciuarters.

The force of cavalry between the plank road and James Kiver is still

small. The cattle should not return r^et to Coggins’ Point.

A. A.^HUMPHKEYS,
5Lajor- General and Chief of Staff.

City Point, August 25^ 1864.

General Meade:
(Care General Hancock.)

I feel too unwell to-day to get to the front. Think I will take a boat
this evening and go to Fortress Monroe and return to-morrow night.

Would it not be safe for Hancock to pick up all the force he has on the
railroad and make one day’s march toward Weldon and destroy there
a few miles of road, and return by a road farther east than the one he
goes on ^

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—2 }). m.

Lieutenant-General Grant

:

Hancock reports the enemy passing his left and threatening the
plank road in his rear. 1 don’t think he can destroy much more of the
railroad tlian he has if the enemy interrupt him, because his force is

so small that he must keep it in hand to meet attacks and liave but
small working i)arties. Movements reported by signal officers in con-
nection with statements of deserters in this morning lead to the con-
clusion that Lee is about making an effort to get us away from the
railroad. This will take, I think, the form of ])assing our left and
tlireatening our rear on tlie xilank road. 1 am making preparations to
meet this contingency. Shoidd Hancock be pressed or the enemy
interposed between him and Warren I shall withdraw him to the plank
road.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General,
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City Point, August 25^ 1864.

General Meade:
I think it advisable to get all our forces back on the line we now

hold, and strengthen it well. When that is done we can detach 15,000
or 20,000 men, and start them early in the morning so as to make a
march of twenty miles, and destroy the road that distance. We may
be able at the same time to send the army gun boats up the Chowan
with a detachment of troops to destroy the triangle of roads between
the Nottuway and Eoanoke.

. U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Fieth Corps,
August 25^ 1864—

3

j). m.
Lieutenant-General Grant,

City Point:

I send a dispatch* just received from Hancock. I have ordered
MotPs reserves and Willcox’s division. Ninth Corps, down the jdank
road to the branching off of the Reams’ Station road to watch Han-
cock’s rear, and move up to his support if necessary. If the enemy
will only attack either Hancock or Warren we are all right, but he may
bother us by maneuvering and getting between the two forces.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

(Same to General Humphreys.)

City Point, Va., August 25, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding, &c.

:

I think from last dispatches received from General Hancock he had
better be instructed to fall back at once to our line.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Augtist 25, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
The following dispatch just received and forwarded for your infor-

mation :

Butler’s Headquarters—

^

1.05 p. m.
General Grant:
The following rebel dispatch has just been deciphered by our signal ofiQcer

:

‘‘2.30 r. M.
‘ ‘ General Pickett :

“Your dispatch of date 2 p. m. received. Be prepared to blow up your mine at any
time, as Hoke’s two divisions are ordered to you. Pontoon bridge across Appomattox
must be cai)tured as soon as practicable.

“G. T. BEAUREGARD,
“ Genera/.”

I have sent copy to General Ord.
J. W. SHAFFER,

Colonel and Chief of 6taff.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General

.

* See Hancock to Humi»hrcys, 11.40 a. m., !>. 482.
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City Point, August 35, 1864—6 p. m.

General Meade:
I desire to liold the Weldon railroad as long as possible. Redoubts

should be constructed on Warren’s left, and the line generally strength-

ened. It is not intended to keep any more troops south of the Appo-
mattox than is necessary to hold the line.

U. S. GRANT,
TAeiitcnan t- Gen eral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 35, 186 i:

—7.15 p. m.

General Grant :

Your dispatch of (> p. m. just received on my return. Do yon mean
to hold to the Weldon railroad or to the Jerusalem i)lank road, or the
line we now liohP^ I presume, as yon said this morning to build the
redoubts on the railroad, that you mean the line now held by Warren,
but to prevent mivsunderstanding ask for explicit instructions. When
I left, Hancock had repulsed several attacks of the enemy; Willcox
was moving up to his support. After leaving I heard rai)id and con-

tinuous artillery liring, which is now going on. No report from
Hancock. He was directed to withdraw after dark as he could not
work any more on the railroad for the i)resence of the enemy.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, Ya., August 35, 1864.

Major-General MeA[)E,
Commanding, &c. :

T meant by my dispatch that’we would hold our present line to and
west of the Weldon railroad.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, August 35, 1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

Lieutenant-General Grant requests me to ask if anything has been
heard from Hancock since vonr disi)atch of 6 [7.15"?] p. m.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
August 35, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
A staff officer has just arrived from Hancock, leaving him at 7 p. m.

At that time the enemy, having massed, assaulted Hancock with great
vehemence in front and on both Hanks, carrying, 1 regret to say, his
iiitrench(‘d line on his right flank. At fhe time the staff oflicer left

Hancock had rallied Ids men, reformed them, and was prejiaring to re-
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take liis line, wliicli lie lioped to do. The road in his rear, leading to

the plank road, was yet open, and the staff officer met Willcox’s column
about two miles from the scene of action and hurried them up. I

have sent orders to Warren and Parke to immediately send Crawford’s
and White’s divisions to Hancock’s support and to assist him in with-
drawing. Hancock was authorized several times during the day to

withdraw if the security of his command required it or if the enemy
interposed between liim and Warren. On my return here at 7.30, find-

ing a dispatch from him intimating he desired orders to withdraw,
specific orders were sent, but, although the operator acknowledged the
receipt and said they were delivered, I fear the enemy at that time had
possession of the road between the operator and Hancock. 1 am in

hopes the arrival of Willcox has enabled Hancock to recover his in-

trenchments, and that he will withdraw as soon as it is dark. Should
the enemy follow to-morrow, the re-enforcements carried by Crawford
may enable Hancock to punish him.

GEO. Ct. MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, Va., August ^5, 1804—11..20 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding^ dw. :

The enemy having carried Hancock’s rifle-pits have probably cap-

tured a good many prisoners. In that case, and finding, too, that
Hancock is being re-enforced, they will be likely to return to-night with
their prisoners and attack Warren in the morning. Warren ought to

be well on his guard.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—11.20 p. m.

General Grant:
Another staff officer has arrived from General Hancock, who lett him

at 8 p. m. At that time all was quiet. Hancock had been unable to

recover that ])ortion of his line whi(‘h the enemy got possession of.

The staff* officer reports the fighting very severe and desperate; he can
form no idea of onr losses, though thinks they must be considerable. I

regret to state he reports the loss of eight pieces ol* artillery. It ap-

pears the enemy got possession of a salient in the line where two bat-

teries were posted. The staff officer says from the number of attacks
repulsed the enemy’s losses must be far greater than ours. General
Hancock was making his preparations to withdraw when this officer

left, and as his rear was all open no difficulty in this operation is antici-

pated. The wounded will all be brought off', but the dead cannot be
buried. I have directed the re-enforcements ordered to be halted and
held in readiness for movement to-morrow in case Hancock is followed
or attacked.

GEO. G. :meade,
Majo*'- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiignst 25^ 1864—11.50 p. m.

General Grant :

On learning’ that Hancock was withdrawing I ordered Parke and
Warren to halt the re-enforcements on the way to him, and comnuini-

cate with him as to the necessity of their advancing farther, and in

case lie did not require them to recall them. Warren felt perfectly

secure without these reserves; with them lie will he prepared for any
attack. 1 think it ]>robable tlie enemy may follow up Hancock on the
plank road, though if he has been as severely punished as the accounts
from Hancock Avould indicate, he will most probably be satisfied with
Hancock’s withdrawal and the capture of the guns. I have already
reported that it was the opinion of the staff officer that the loss in

prisoners was small.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Ge^ieral.

Washington, Angust 25
j
1864.

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers,
Assistant Adjutan t- General

:

Scouts report that no troops had moved to or from the Valley up to

Tuesday night, 23d. Bebels are hauling considerable grain by wagon
to Beaver Dam Station.

GEO. K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Va., August 25^ 1864—2.30 p. m.
(Received G p. m.)

Brevet Major-General Meigs,
Quartermaster- General

:

General Gregg has 700 dismounted men here, and wants that
number of cavalry horses at once. He has 900 dismounted men in
Washington, and would like to have them mounted and sent back.
General Grant has sent orders to General Halleck on the subject. I

have not heard from Kautz, but presume he will require 1,400. Five
hundred have been received and iss^ied to Kautz.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 25., 1864—12.20 p. m.

MajouGeneral Humphrea^s :

I have just arrived at Mott’s on my way. Have two deserters who
were from Mahoiie. They said Mahone was not relieved this morning;
that two of his brigades had gone up to the railroad; that the troops
we saw yesterday in front of Ord were Scales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division,
and that they continued on to the railroad; that the talk among the
men was that Lee was accumulating all his available fonte on the rail-

road determined to drive us off; that iii front of Mott’s they had but
one rank in the intrenchments, the line not being as strong as their
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picket-line, and tliat they depended on tlieir artillery to hold this line.

I directed Mott to have his reserves all ready to send to Hancock or
Warren if required. Parke tells me there lias been cannonading at
Kearns’ about an hour ago.

GEO. G. MEADE.
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Auf/mf 25., 1864—

1

p. m.
Major-General Humphreys :

Warren informs me that Hancock has sent word that the enemy’s
cavalry have broken throngh his left, and indicates a fear of their get-

ting possession of the plank road. Direct Gentol Mott to send his

available force immediately down the plank road to the intersection of
the Reams’ Station road. He will hnd some artillery of the Ninth Corps
at the Williams house and can take all of the batteries. Tell him to

communicate to Hancock as soon as he reaches there. Hancock is at

Reams’ Station.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Maj

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—1.30 p. m.

or-General Meade,
General Warren’’s Headquarters

:

General W[arren] Avill show you disiiatch from General H[ancock]
dated 11.40 a. m. I send you one dated 10.20 a. m. I notified Mott at

once, and Parke also, informing them of substance of Hancock’s dis-

patch, and telling them to get all tlieir commands under arms, Mott
to hold the greater part of his ready to move in any direction, all

except a thin line in the intrenchments. I have ordered the cavalry at

headquarters, provost-marshal-general’s included, to get ready, and will

send them dowp the plank road to look out there and report to the offi-

cer commanding in that vicinity. 1 have notified Kautz.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
General Warren’’s Headquarters:

Captain McEntee reports the statement of two deserters from Harris’

brigade, Mahone’s division, who deserted from picket-line this morning
at 0 o’clock. Wright’s, Harris’, and Finegan’s brigades are in the
trenches. Weisiger’s and Sanders’ brigades, together with Scales’

brigade, of Wilcox’s division, went down the Weldon railroad about
dark yesterday. Davis’ brigade, of Heth’s division, they say, is on the
left of Finegan; the remainder of Hetli, they think, is on the right of
Malione. Tliey think Hagood’s and Colquitt’s brigades marched Avith

theirs last evening down the railroad. Major Fisher, signal officer,

says the troops working on the intrenchments south of the lead-works
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iiimiber about 2,000. I mention these statements so that Hancock may
have what data there is for estimating the force about him. The desert-

ers are, I suppose, those you saw this morning.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters i\RMY of the Potomac,
Atigust 2d, 1864—4.15 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Comdg. Army of the Potomac^ General Warren^s Headquarters:

Mott has sent 2,200 men down the plaidi road. I am supi)]yiiig their

places with engineer troops, about 1,000 strong, and the headquarters
infantry. Patrick had but forty cavalry, which I sent with MotUs
troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—5.15 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

The following dispatch from General Hancock just received

:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Aufiust 25, 1864—4.15 p. m.

Just received your dispatch by Captain Rosoncrantz. I fear it will be too late to

have VVillcox get here for any practicable purpose, as he is between four and five

miles oft’ now. Still I shall order up his division. Had the divisiofi come down the
railroad it would have been here in time. I desire to know as soon as possible
whether you wish me to return from this station to-night in case we can get through

WINF’D S. HANCOCK.

P. S.—Skirmishing going on in my front. Do not know whether the next attack
will be on my right or left. I think on my left.

W. S. H.

Hancock telegraphed at 3.40 p. m.:

The enemy just assaulted Miles and were repulsed, and prisoners say badly broken.
*

Andersoids brigade, of FiekPs division, these prisoners say, the only one.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

City Point, August 25, 1864—8 a. m.
Major-General T Iumphreys,

Chief of Staff:

General : One of our agents left Richmond about noon of day before
yesterday, having arrived there on Monday afternoon about 4 o’clock.

Ry direction he inquired from many different sources, and seemed to

be entirely satisfied that no ti oo])s had been sent either to the Valley
or to Atlanta, but understood, on the contrary, that it was considered
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necessary, and tliat tlie order had already gone forth, that one of the
cavalry divisions sent to Early should return. Some other citizens

stated that the division recalled was already on its way bach, but our
agent was unable to fix this with certainty. Citizens in Kichmond said

that Early had whipped the Yankees out of the Valley, and that he
was now on his way to Pennsylvania. A Mr. Slater, who is a clerk iu

the telegraph office at Iiichinond,..said that'General Sherman would be
the worst used up man in this war, and that operations in his rear were
in progress that would insure his defeat. Twenty-seven hundred pris-

oners are claimed to have been taken in the fight on the Weldon rail-

road, who are now on Belle Isle, but are to be shortly sent to Georgia.
It is claimed that the Weldon railroad is to be retaken at whatever cost.

A very large number of wounded men were brought into Eichmond from
the direction of Petersburg after the railroad fight, and the agent
thinks that the trains running on Monday from Petersburg to Eich-

mond and returning were loaded with the wounded going up, and going
down were conveying the troops which had been operating on the

north side of the river. He could not learn of any new movements
of troops, except of the return of those which had been on the north
side of the James., He did not see as much as a company of soldiers

in Eichmond while there. In going to Eichmond on Monday saw no
troops, except about 300 cavalry near White’s Tavern. He understood
that they were going to Malvern Hill. The force which two weeks ago
was camx)ed about four miles from White’s Tavern, toward the river,

estimated at about seven regiments, is there still. The road for about
thirteen miles southerly from Eichmond is blocked with fallen trees.

Flour, which a week ago was worth $210, sold day before yesterday for

$300, and is still advancing.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. H. SHAEPE,
• Colonel^ (f;6‘.

Headquarters Army op the Potomac,
August 25, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

The last deserters who know anything of Mahone came in on night
of 23d instant and stated that Finegan’s ami Wright’s brigades were
there, and they supi^osed the whole division was there. Inclosed please
find telegram from General Butler’s department, which is the latest we
have in regard to Pickett.*

Very respectfully,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, ffic.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marsiial-General’s Department,

AiKjmt 25, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff: i

General: Two deserters from Forty-eighth Mississippi, Harris’’

brigade, Mahone’s division, who left their picket-line this morning
|

about 0 o’clock, just arrived here, and make the following report: :

See Daveuport to SLarpe, August 23, p. 437.
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Malione\s division lies in tlie trenches, occni)ying their old position,

and is disposed in the following order from their right to left, viz,

Wright, Harris, Finegan. The two other brigades, WeisigeFs and
Sanders’, together with Scales’ brigade, of Wilcox’s division, marched
down the Weldon railroad about dark. They were ordered to leave

their tents standing and to get away as quietly as possible. During
the latter part of yesterday afternoon informants saw (fenerals Lee and
Beauregard riding hurriedly up the Weldon railroad in front of the

lead-works. They are of impression that the enemy intend attacking
our left again. Davis’ brigade, of Heth’s division, they say, is on the
left of Finegan’s, and the balance of Hetli’s division, they think, is on the
right of Mahone’s division, lying to the right of the lead-works. They
say that the enemy have no troops in reserve about the city; that all

troops, except those marched down therailroad, are lying in the trenches.
They think that Hagood’s and Colquitt’s brigades marched down the
railroad yesterday evening with troops of their division. One of them
is certain that he saw Scales’ brigade marching in that direction (down
the railroad) last evening, but saw no other brigade of Wilcox’s division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

CajHain, i&c.

Headquarters General Warren,
[August 25^ 1864]—4,10 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

The following from Captain McEntee is just received:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

1SG4.

General: A deserter from Forty-first Virginia Regiment, Malione’s brigade and
division, who left bis picket-line, on tberiglit of plank road, about 12 o’clock to-day,
re])orts that Mabone’s and Sanders’ brigades, with exception of Fortj^-first Virginia
Regiment, marcbed last evening, witb three dayf?’ rations. He beard tbe major of bis
regiment say tbat three <livisions, besides tbe two mentioned brigades, were on the
move, and be tbongbt tbeir destination was Stony Creek. An important move, be
said, was on foot, and be tbougbt they intended to get in rear of General Warren.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.T. McENTEE,

Captain, S'c.

P. S.—He also states tbat there are very few men in our front; tbat tbe men are in
one rank in the trenches and have no reserve.

.T. McE.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters- Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—7.10 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : Inclosed please hnd notejust received from Colonel Sharpe.
Sanders’ and Mahone’s brigades, of Mahone’s division, may be in front
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of General Butler, but I tliiuk the balance of the division still in our
front. We had a deserter who left there at 12 o’clock to-day, and he
states that Finegan, Harris, and Wright were then in our front.

Kespectfully,
J. McENTEE,

Captain^ d’C.

[Inclosure.]

City Point, Angiist ^5, 1864.

Captain McEntee :

1 learn that the information of General Butler to-day is to the effect

that Field is still on the north side of the James. Nothing is known
there of Wilcox. ^‘Mahone arrived to the rear of Pickett’s division at 1

o’clock this a. m. He is going to relieve Pickett, it is stated, who is

going to Petersburg.”
Yours,

G. H. SHAEPE,
Colonel^ (&c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August Z5, 1864—7.15 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Mahone’s and Sanders’ brigades may be in General Butler’s front,

but the balance of that division was in our front at 12 m. to-day, so says
deserter.

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ dbc.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point, Va.

:

Deserter from Forty-first Virginia reports that Sanders’ and IMahone’s
brigades, with exception of Forty-first Kegiment, moved last night with
three days’ rations. Heard the major of his regiment say that three
divisions besides the two brigades were on the march, and that an im-

portant move was on foot. Suppose their destination was Stony Creek
and intention to get in AYarren’s rear. Intelligent contraband from west
of Beams’ says the pickets told his master that a big force was to be
there to-day and whi]) the Yankees off railroad. Generals Lee and
Beauregard were seen riding ra^iidly about near lead-works yester-

day evening. Scales’ brigade was seen on the march with other troops.

Troops are in one line in our front with no reserves.

J. McENTEE,
Captain.

City Point, August 25, 1864—8 p. m.
Captain AIcEntee,

Headquarters Army of the Potomae :

I think it ])roper to say that the information sent you in quotation
marks to the efi'ect of Mahone being in the rear of Pickett is not of the
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liighest value. Manuiiig sends me word just now that he has just

examined an intelligent deserter from Twenty-fourth Virginia, Terry’s

brigade, who says that Mahone is not there, and that Pickett, Avith

Thomas’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, only, are before their iiitrem^h-

mentSo

SIIAKPE,
Colonel.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
[August 25., 1864.]

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

General Hancock was attacked six times by the enemy and repulsed
them live times, Avith heavy loss to them and light on our i)art. In the
sixth attack they broke through Barlow’s division, and captured several

guns. The balance of Hancock’s line held its position until evening,
when it is said both parties retired. The Fifth Corps Avas not engaged,
but holds its old position, Second in rear of Fifth.

J. McENTEE,
Captain.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 25, 1864—1.30 p. ni.

Colonel Sharpe:
I find Field still on north side of James. Can get no ])Ositive infor-

mation of any of Wilcox’s division. Mahone arrived in the rear of
Pickett’s division this a. m. at 1 o’clock. He is going to relieve Pickett,

it is stated, who is going to Petersburg. 1 leave immediately for Wash-
ington and Ncav York Avith the general. Shall be gone a Aveek. Man-
ning AAull do my work while gone and keej) you informed thereof. The
llagvof truce letters received. They shall be forwarded.

JOHN T. DAVENPOET,
Lieutenant, Aide-de-Canip, and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

Headquarters,
August 25, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Several deserters arrived since Davenport left. Tliey report no
changes. Just examined deserter from Twenty-fourth Virginia, Terry’s
brigade, in our front. He is quite intelligent and says Mahone is

not there. Pickett’s division, witli Tliomas’ brigade, Wilcox’s division,

only before our intrenchments. The prisoners have been sent to Ber-

muda. 1 have had iiossession of this office but a few hours.
FRED. L. MANNING,

Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25^ 1864.

MajoT-Geiieral Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The lookout at the plauk road station reports as follows:

7 A. M.

No movements visible. The enemy continues working upon their line of intrench-
ments along the Weldon railroad. The number of men at work is greater than
that last evening, but not so large as that yesterday morning. All quiet.

IT. W. PULTON.

Very respeetfiilly, your obedient servant,
B. r. FISHEK,

Major and Chief Signal Offieer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25^ 1864. .

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following* dispatch I leceived from a lookout stationed
on a tree near the Gibbon house and overlooking the city and vicinity:

An infantry camp in rear of Cemetery Hill disappeared last night, also a majority
of enemy’s camps in environs of city have disappeared. No unusual movements vis-

ible this morning.
A. C. JORDAN.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Offieer.

August 25, 1864.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

Nothing of moment noticed this morning. A body of about 400
infantry without arms moved into the city from the right on the line of

the l^etersburg and Bichmond Eailroad.
A. C. JOEDAN.

Signal Station Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Maj. B. F. l^isiiER,

Chief Signal Officer:

At 9 a. m. rebel signal station reports nineteen wagons passing in

rear of Battery 5 going toward City Point. A number of stragglers,

also, going towaid our
;
also, column of infantry passing the

of Cobb’s and nine wagons on Bermuda Hundred road going
toward that point. No movements of rebels observed.

FULLEE,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Jordan'’s House, August 25, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

A few infantry stragglers are now on tbe road in rear of Whitehead’s
going in direction of Petersburg. 1 send the following rebel messages

:

Colouel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Infantry drilling in open space to onr left of Cobb’s. Gnn-boat below Point of
Rocks. Nine wagons passed open space going down the Bermuda Hundred road
toward that i)oint.

R.,
Serfjeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjuta7it-G eneral

:

Fifty-seven wagons, mostly six-horse, with guard of fifty cavalry, have just passed
Bermuda Hundred road going toward our front in Chesterfield.

R.,

Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

T. 11. CLAPK,
Captain and Acting Signal Officer.

Jordan’s House, August 25, 1864—11 a. m.

Mn j. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

Colonel Brent,
A ssistaiit Adjutant- Gen era 1 :

A battery of six pieces, six liorses to a piece, followed by six Avagons, has just
passed over pontoon, going toward Petersburg on the Broadway road.

R.,

Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

T. li. CLABK,
Captain and Acting Signal Officer.

Gibbon’s House, August 25, 1864—4.20 p. m.
Major Fisher:
A battery of six guns, witli caissons, came into town at the cross-roads

moving to the right. Could not trace them out of city again.

JOKI)AN,
Sergeauv.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Aiigust 25, 1864. (Received 5.45 p. m.)

M aj or -Geilera 1 11uMp iiREYs
,

Chief of Staff

:

General : The following intercepted rebel messages are resxiectfully

forwarded

:

General G. T. Beauregard:

HEAD(iUARTERS PiCKETT’S DIVISION,
A ugust 25, 1864—2 m.

Have felt the enemy’s front and discovered force all jirepared on my line.

G. E. PICKETT,
Major- Genera I, Conimanding
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2.05 p. M.
Colonel Brknt,

Assistant Adjutant-General

:

There is n large hrigade of infantry drawn nr) in line of battle through open space
to our left of Cobb’s.

(Same to A. B.)

R.,

Sergeant at [C.].

The rebel signal station has also reported this a. ni. fifty-seven
wagons Avith a guard of fifty cavalry passing on Bermuda Hundred
road, going toward their front in Chesterfield; also Hvo batteries of
artdlery passing in rear of Battery 5, going to our front.

I am, general, a ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKER,

Acting Chief tSignal Officer.

(ForAvarded to General Ord by General Humphreys.)

Jordan House, Augiist 25., 1861—2.05 ]). m.

Major Fisher:
The following messages just received (intercepted)

:

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

About one large brigade of infantry, followed by twenty-fiA^e wagons and ten
ambulances, coming from behind their Petersburg front, had just passed, going down
Broadway road, their head of column halting at their heavy works on Gilliam’s
held to our right of that point. The brigade of infantry has crossed pontoon and
halted in open space to our left of Cobb’s. Officers seem very actively employed.

R.,
Sergeant at [C.].

(Same to A. B.)

In my front just discovered a force all prepared on my line.

G. E. PICKETT,
Major-General, Commanding.

I did uot get the address of the message from General Pickett.

T. R. CLARK,
Captain and Acting Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
Ko. LJ29.

)
August 25, 1864.

I. When detachments of engineer troops tliat may have been assigned
to duty Avith army cor])S are relieved from such service, no officers or

men belonging to such detachments Avill be retained Avith the corps
except Avhen specially authorized from these headquarters.#***##*
By command of Major-General Meade:

s. willlv:ms,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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.TTeadquarters Army of the Potomac,
Avffust 25^ 12()l—1.05 a. m. (Eeceived 3.45 a. m.)

IVInj or- General Hancock,
Commanding Second Gorpn :

The troo])S seen moving' in tlie Avay indicated nnmbered 8, ()()() or

10,000, and the time Avas a little before sunset.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEAOOirARTERS SECOND ArMY CoRPH,
Angunt 25, ISOl—6 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

On account of the information yon gave to me last night, I have con-
cluded not to send General Gibbon’s division out to Avork this morning
until I have satisfied myself that such a force is not in my immediate
vicinity. I shall send out and see hoAV far I can clear the roads to my
front and right this morning. There are important roads coming in

from the stage road betAAmen Reams’ and Avhere the Avorking party
Avonld go. I consider my force too small to separate such a distance
until sure that the enemy’s infantry is not in my front.

WINF’I) S. HAKCOCK,
Major- Genera. 1.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Angust 25^ 1864—0 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General Gregg has struck the Yanghan road at tAVo different points,

and I can hear nothing of any movement of the enemy on that road.
I am sending General Gibbon out to AAmrk.

YHNF’H S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

(Coi)y to General Warren.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25., 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Your dispatch of this morning is received. The commanding general

approves yonr course. He desires you to keep your command Avell

together and proceed Avith caution. Should the enemy interpose Avith

overpoAA^ering force betAveen you and Warren, you should fall back to

the plank road, or farther if necessary.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864—10.20 a. m.

General Humphrea'S, Chief of Stajf:

While General Gibbon y as moving; out the enemy drove in Spear’s
cavalry on the road crossing the railroad about a mile to my left, near
the Smart house. General Gibbon was instructed to drive them back
to the point they came from before proceeding' farther. They show a
pretty strong front, probably only cavalry.

WlNFl) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 25^ 1864—11.40 a. m.

General Humphreys:
The enemy have driven in the cavalry on the left on the Stony Creek

road. Ihirt of them or some other force has passed around to my left

and broken through Gregg’s line running from here to the plank road.

I do not knoAY that tliere is anything more than cavalry. If there is

anything on the plank road around the Williams house it had better

be looked after. General Gibbon is engaging the enemy on my left, and
General Gregg, with a fcAv infantry, is att:w*king those aaTio broke
tilrough to tlie rear.

AVINF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Warren.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Hancock :

Warren has informed me of your dispa tch announcing the breaking
through your left by the enemy’s cavalry. I luiA^e directed Mott to

send all his available force doAAm the plaidv road to the Iteams’ Station
road and to take one of Parke’s batteries, now at the Williams house,
Avith him. The officer in charge of this command is directed to report
to you on his arrival. I think, from all the information I can obtain,

that the enemy are about assuming the offensive, and Avill either attack
you or interpose betAveen you and Warren. Under these circiimstances,

1 fear we cannot do much more damage to the railroad. That being the
case, you can exercise your judgment about AvithdraAving your command
and resuming your position on the fcft and rear of Warren, either Avhere
you were before or any other position Avhich, in your judgment, Avill be
better calculated for the purpose and based on the knowledge of tlie

country your recent operations may liaA^e given you. Let me knoAV by
the bearer the condition of things in vour front, and your atcavs.

GEO. G.*^ MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Araia^ Corps,
August 25^ 1864—2 p. m.

General Meade:
General: The enemy IniAm been feeling all around me and are uoav

cheering in my front, advancing and driving in my skirmishers. 1
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think they will next move across the road between Warren and myself
as they press my lines. Two prisoners taken at different times say
that ail of Hampton’s cavalry and a part of HilFs coii:)S, or all of it, are

in my front—one prisoner said Heth’s division.

WINF’D S. HAISrOOOK,
Major- General., Commanding.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 25, 1861—2.15 p. m.

General Meade:
Considering that the enemy intend to prevent any further destruc-

tion of the railroad, there is no great necessity of my remaining here,

but it is more important that I should join Warren; but 1 do not think,

closely engaged as I am at present, I can withdraAv safely at this time.

I think it will be Avell to withdraw to-night, if I am not forced to do so

before. Everything looks iiromising at present, except that, being in

an inclosed position, the enemy are liable to pass between myself and
AVarren and I cannot determine the fact, so that Warren had better be
Avatchful until I can make a practicable connection Avith him. I shall

try to kcei) my cavalry engaged to keep them off’ the plank road.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General, Commanding.

(Copy to General AYarren.)

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 25, 1861—2.15 ]). m.

Major-General Hancock :

In addition to Mott’s troo])s, I have ordered Yv^illcox’s division, Ninth
Corps, to the plank road, Avhere the Kearns’ Station road brandies off.

AVillcox is ordered to report to you. Call him up if necessary. He Avill

have some artillery Avith him. I hope you Avill be able to give the
enemy a good thrashing. All I apprehend is his interposing between
you and Warren. You must look out for this. I hold some more of
Warren’s forces ready for contingencies.

GEO. G. MEADF,
Major- Gev.eral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
/ August 25, 1861—,3.30 p. m.
General Humphreys:
The prisoners taken thus far Ixdong to Wilcox’s division and the cav-

alry. One of them says he saw A. U. Hill over here about tAvo miles
this morning. There is nothing more than skirmishing going on just

now. The enemy have attacked twice, once Avith McGowan’s and once
with Scales’ bi igade.

WlNF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major-GeyneraL

(Copy to General Warren.)
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Headquarters Second Corps,
Anfjmt 1864—3.40 p. w.

General Meade:
Tlie enemy Just assaulted Miles’ front in two lines, but were repulsed,

and prisoners say were badly broken up. They give some indication

of an attack now on my left. The enemy’s advance was made without
firing a shot and some of the prisoners.were taken within fifteen ])aces

of the breast- works. Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s division, is here

—

prisoners say the only one. A second prisoner says he saw Hill on the
field. This x)risoner says he is a Union man.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Warren.)

Headqitarters Second Army Corps,
August 25., 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

An examination of the country leads me to believe that the enemy
cannot turn my right without making a wide detour by the Yanghan
road, and they have not time to do this to-night. The right of my line

extends nearly to Jones’ Hole Swam}), impassable for troo^is in line.

I am more apx)rehensive concerning my left, but it is getting so late the
enemy must make vigorous use of the time to gain any advantage. I

have ordered up Willcox’s division as a xirecaution. Have heard noth-

ing from the cavalry reported to have passed in the direction of the
Xfiank road. There is oidy skirmishing going on now.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(CoxTy to General Warren.)

Headquarters Second Arma" Corps,
August 25, 1864—4.45 ]). m.

Major-General Meade :

The latest indications are that the enemy have drawn a line from my
left, covering the railroad and the roads to Dinwiddie and Stony fh eek.

They are heard choxiping, I suxiiiose felling abatis, though the jiickets

report they hear artillery moving where the choxiX)ing is going on. I

still hold the road between me and AYarren. The enemy have made
no demonstration on the Yaughan road.

AVINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Y'arren.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Augiist 25, 1864—6 p. m.

IVIajor-General Hancock:
I have just seen Caxitain AIcEntee and learned the agreeable news

that you have rexmlsed the enemy. Willcox is moving up, in accordance
with your orders. There is some force of Mott’s at this ])oint, which
you must remember in any movement you make to-night. You can with-

I
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draw to-niglit if you deem it best for tlie security of your command. If

tlie destruction of the road cannot be continued there is no object in

holding Hearns’, except to keep out tlie enemy, a secondary matter. I

prefer having your corps within supporting distance of Warren and to

assist in holding his Hank and rear.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25_j 1864—7.30 }). m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding ISecond Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw to-night

and take post in the vicinity of the Williams house, or some point
covering the plank road and looking toward Warren’s left. Direct
General Gregg to post the cavalry so as to watch General Warren’s
left and around xmst the x)lank road. General Mott has 2,200 men at

the interse(5tion of the Eeams’ Station road with the x^lank road, which
X)lease withdraAV and send to their former x>ositions in the intrench-

ments.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Alajor- General and Chief of >8taff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—9 p. m. (Heceived 8 a. m. 20th.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The commanding general desires to know about tlie attaiik which
commenced at 5.80 x>. m.

A. A. HUMPHHEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

At 7.30 p. m. an order was sent you by telegraph to withdraw and
take position near tlie Williams house, looking toward Warren’s left.

The telegraiih ojierator here rexiorted that it was received by your tele-

gi’aph ox)erator, but it is apparent now, since the arrival of your staff

oilicer, (hiptain McEntee, that your telegra])h office Avas then in the
hands of the enemy, who probably got the dispatch. It also referred
to IMott’s brigade at the intersection of the Hearns’ Station i‘oad with
tin* plank road. The commanding general directs you to withdraw if

you can do so with security, and desires me to inform you that he has
ord(Ted (Jrawford’s division and White’s division, of the Ninth Oorx)S,
both under CraAvford, to move at oium to your su])port. t'raAvfoi-d Avill

take Avith him tin*. tAvo brigades of Mott on the plank road, about 2,000
strong. These re-enforcements the commanding genei'al hoxies Avill be
sufficient to coA^er your AvithdraAATil.

A. A. HUMUHHEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters Army of the Totomac;,
Aii{ju,st 25^ 18(}4—11 2>. m.

Major-General PIancock, Commanding Second Corps:

Dear General : No one sympatliizes with yon more than I do in the
misfortnnes of this evening. McEntee gave me such good accounts of

affairs up to the time lie left, and it was then so late, I deferred going to

yon as 1 intended. If I had had any doubt of yonr ability to hold
yonr lines from a direct attack, I would have sent Willcox Avith others
down the railroad, bnt my anxiety was about yonr rear, and my appre-
hension that they Avonld either move around your left or interiiose

between you and Warren. To meet the tirst contingency I sent Will-

cox down the plank road, and for the second I held CraAvford and TVhite
ready to move and attack. At the same time I thought it likely after

trying you they might attack Warren, and wanted to leave him till the
last moment some reserves. I am satisffed you and youi* command
have done all in your ])OAver, and though you have met with a reverse,

the honor and escutcheons of the old Second are as bright as ever, and
will on some future occasion prove it is only AATien enormous odds are
brought against them that they can be moved. Don’t let this matter
worry you, because you have given me every satisfaction.

Yours, truly,

GEO. G. I\1EADE,
]\Iajor- General.

Headquarticrs Army of the Potomac,
August 25^ 1864—11.25 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

Your dispatch by Captain Miller is received. The commanding
general has ordered General CraAvford’s division. General Wliite’s

division, and Mott’s two brigades, to move u}) to yonr support at once
to cover your withdrawal. Should you not need them you Avill send
them back to their commands. The commandiug general approves
your withdrawal.

A. A. injTIPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headqitar'I'ers Army of the Potomac,
August 25., 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock, Commanding Second Corps

:

General: In returning to you the acconpianying commnni(*,ations in

reference to the statement of Oolonel Sjiear, that dui'ing his recent

engagement with the enemy he was nnable to obtain from the troo])s in

the vicinity the assistance he needed, I am instructed to say that the

ex])lanati()ns of Brigadier-Generals Barlow and Gregg ar(‘ entirely

satisla(*tory
;
and that the commanding general has no comments to

make res])ecting the matter, further than to say, that if General Barlow
considered it inex])(‘dient to send to Colonel Spear the supjioi t thought
necessary by that oflicer he should have ordered him to tall back ifhard
pressed.

1 am, A'ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W ILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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HeADOUAETEKS AliMY OF THE rOT()MA(J, >

August 25^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Division^ Second Corps:

General: The commanding general understands that yonr line of
pickets has a line of supports outside of tlie intrenchments. As your
fighting line is the intrenchments, and as the sole object of the pickets
in the present instance is to give Avarningof the approach of the enemy,
it seems to him that tlie pickets should be merely numerous enough for

lookouts, and that the part of your force used as vSupports to the pickets
would be better situated along the intrenchments. In the event of an
attack the return of so many of your men to the intrenchments, if fol-

lowed closely by the enemy, Avould embarrass your fire and screen tlie

enemy from it. The staff officer who visited the line yesterday reports
that no part of the troops behind the intrenchments had their accou-
terments on. It is su])posed the line of su])ports Avas exi>ected to hold
the enemy in check sulficiently long to enable the troops not on picket

to get to their places; but should the enemy try the maneiwer, A\diich

they have several times executed vuth success, of moving in rapidly
by the ffank, it is apprehended they might succeed. The line of sup-

]Aort8 in the dense Avoods Avould be of no service. If posted in the
intrenchments they Avould be.

Very respectfully, your obedient S(Tvant,
A. A. IIUMPIIKEYS,

Afajor- General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August Al, 1861—12.15 p. m.

Br
i
gadier-Geiieral M

o

tt.

Commanding Division^ Second Corps

:

General Hancock, in a dispatch dated 11.40 a. m., rejiorts that some
force of the enemy has broken through Gregg's line across from the
Weldon railroad to the plank road. General Gregg is looking after

it. You had better send at once to your force in the large redoubt and
along the intrenchments to the Strong house, and get them under arms
and hold them ready for movement in any direction. Have the rest of

your command ready also for anything that may torn u]).

A. A.. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1861—1.35 p. m.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Division, Second Corps :

The major general commanding directs that you scud all your avail-

able force at once doA\ni the plank road to the intersection of the Reams’
Station road. You Avill find some artillery of the Ninth Corj)S at the

Williams house, and can take one of the batteries. As soon as the force

reaches the i)oint specified the c.ommander must communicate ‘Avith

General Hancock, ayIio is at Reams’ Station on the W(‘ldon railroad.

A. A. IIUMIMIREYS,
' Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 25^ 1861—2.16 i). m. (Deceived 2.30 p. iii.)

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of iStaff:

General : I have sent tlie Second and Third Brigades, with the ex-
ception of the pickets, nninhering about 2,200. Tliey are taken from
the square redoubt on tlie left of the plank road, and all from the left

of the ])lank road to the Strong house. I will send some of the First

Brigade to occupy the redoubt, and put the engineer troops to connect .

with General Ferrero if it meets your approbation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- Ge^ieral.

Eeplied.—You have stripped the left too much. Put the supports
of tlie pickets on the left in the intrenchments; halt some part of the
force in tlie large redoubt until the troops you are sending there get
to it. The engineer troops will go at once to the intrenchments on the
left of the plank road, and will be sufiQcient to hold them. I will send
headquarters guard for a part of your second line.

'

A. A. HUMPHEEYS.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 25^ 1861—3.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreas,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Foiomae:

General : Yours of 2.35 p. m. received. I have ordered 250 men
from the line on the right of the plank road to ociaipy the redoubt. A
small reserve is in the intrenchments to the left of the plank road,

which, with the engineer troops, will, I think, be sufficient to hold them.
Will tlie engineer troops report soon?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Third Division, Second Corps,
August 26, 1861.

The commanding officers of the Second and Third Brigades will liave

their commands under arms, ready to move at a moment’s notice in any
direction, with the exception of their picket-line.

By command of Brigadier-General IMott:

JOHN HAYCOCK,
Major and, Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
xVugust 25, 1861.

Commanding Officer Third Brigade:
Tlie brigadier-general commanding directs that you take all your

available force at once, leaving the ])icket-lin(% down the ])lank road to

the intersection of the Beams’ Station road. You will lind some artil-
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lery of the Corps at the Williams house and can take one of the
batteries. As soon as tlie force readies the point specified yon must
communicate to General Hancock, who is at lieams’ Station, on the
Weldon railroad. Colonel McAllister being the senior, he will take
command of the Second Brigade also.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
dOHN^ IlAi^COCK,

Major and Assistant Adjntant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August ^5, 1864—

5

ji. ni.

General Meade:
Lieutenant Bicketts, of my stafC, has just returned from the right of

the Second Corps along the railroad. It was all quiet along the road,

and but a little skirmishing going on, with an occasional shot from the .

artillery at Beams’ Station.

Besiiectfully,

G. K. WABBPiN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
A ugust ^5, 1864—8.15 j). m.

General Humphreys :

Major Boebling has just returned from near Beams’ Station, saying
that the enemy got in between us and the Second Corps just before
dark, so that he could get no news. I have completed my lines so that
they are now nearly iindosed. I think no effort could drive me away.

Yours, resiiectfully,

G. K. WABBEN,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25^ 1864—9.50 p. m.

M ajor-General VVarren.
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you send a staff officer to

communicate with General Hancock and ascertain whether he desires

re-enforcements, and if he does, that you send General Crawford’s
division to his support, informing him of the strength of Crawford’s
division. Parke is similarly directed in respect to White’s division.

General Hancock is ordered to withdraw to the vicinity of Williams’
house, so as to hold the ])hink road and look toward yonr left. Please
let the staff officer obtain all the information concerning the last attack
and the condition of affairs with Hancock, and telegraph it here upon his

return to your headi^uarters.
A. A. IIUMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of idtaff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigmt 25^ 1864—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Since telegraphing yon a staff officer has arrived from General Han-
cock. The commanding general directs tliat yon send Crawford’s di-

vision to his support at once.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarteirs Fifth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—10.10 p. m.

General Humphreys :

Which way shall I send Crawford—around by the })lank road or

direct along the railroad"?

G. K. AVAPPEK,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarte]rs Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—10.20 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Crawford Avill take command of White’s division as well as

his own. Parke is instructed to that effect. He will also take com-
mand of two brigades of Mott’s division, about 2,000 strong, which are

on the plank road at the intersection of the road from Peams’ Station,

and take them with him. The enemy broke through Hancock’s right.

Willcox’s division may be sufficient to enable him to drive the enemy
back, but he will probably need more re-enforcements.

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General AAArren:
Send Crawford by the i)laidi; I’oad since the railroad near Peams’

Station is in the hands of the enemy.
A. A. HUMPHPEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff’.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1864—11.30 p. m.

M ajor-General AYarren

,

Commanding Fifth Cotps:

A dispatch just receiv^ed from General Hancock informs the com-
manding general that lie will withdraw during the night. As he is now
withdrawing and may not need the re- enforcements ord(‘red to him, the
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coiiimaiidiiig general directs that you halt the division you have sent,

and send a staff officer to ascertain Avhether General Hancock wants
the troox)S to cover his withdrawal. If he does, they will he moved to

him: if not, they will be recalled.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Darke.)

[ImlorHement.]

General Crawford need not send a staff ofhcer, but have Lieutenant
Howell go to General Hancock to liiid out if lie wants troops and
await Lieutenant Howell’s return.

By command of Major-General Warren:
A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August ^5, 1864—I.!:") p. m.

Division commanders will have their commands ready for action at

the shortest notice.

By command of Major-General Warren :

A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

A ssist((nt Adjutant- General.

Headqitarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 25., 1864—1 p. m.

General Griffin:

The battery on the road looking south from the left of your line ought
to have arrangements made so that it (‘an be (‘overed on its right Hank
and at the same time be able to lire to the right if necessary. Will you
please have that attended to*?

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August A5, 1864— 11 p. m.

General Griffin:

The enemy broke in on General Hancock’s right to-night near Reams’
Station, so as to (ait off our communication from here with him. Our
cavalry still hold nearly down to that place, and will remain on our
flank. Generjd Mead(^, has directed me to send General Crawford with
his force by Avay of the jdank road to-night. Willcox’s division has
already gone, and White’s division goes Avith Crawford. I shall have
to dejiend upon your two divisions and the artillery to hold this phu'C.
I think a single rank behind the breast-works is am])ly suffici(mt to do
so, and Avish the troops so disjiosed at daylight, imtting in reserve all

tliat can be AvithdiaAvn. (bmeral Griffin Avill mass his troops con-
venient to his left and center, and General Ayr(‘s near his ])resent head-
(pmrters. All ])r()vost guards Avillbeputin the line Imhind the intnaich-
ments, and A\hatev(n‘ men (no inatbu* Avhat duty they are on) that can
be made available Avith muskets. Tlie emuny may attemi)t to get
between ns and the plank road, in case Hancock falls back to tlnuplank
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road, and then we sliall have to hglit in that direction. A compara-
tively small slashing and hreast-work only is required to enable us to

close our lines on that side. I wish to put all the axes I have with the
men of the reserve for(*e early in the morning to make it. I have already
determined v/here it is to be. Captain Cope will re]>crrt to General
Griffin at 4 o’clock in the morning to direct any working party that
General Griffin may furnish.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAREEi^,

Major- General^ Commanding.
(Same to General Ayres.)

Circular.] Hdqrs. First Division, Fifth Corps,
August 1864.

Brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move
at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning. The slashing parties will assemble at

headquarters First Brigade at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning. All provost
guards and pioneer parties will be held ready to put behind the breast-

works in case of an action. A staff officer from these headquarters will

be at First Brigade headquarters to give direction to any working
parties.

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin:

W. S. DAYIS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
A ugust 25., 1864—11 a. m.

General Ayres:
General: Will you have the ])icket-line of General Bragg’s brigade

replaced by those at t)resent under your command.
Eespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
f Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—2.40 p. m.

General Ayyies:
1 ‘lease send out at once and relieve General AYillcox’s pickets. His

division is all wanted in reserve.

Eespectfully, ,

G. K. AVAEEFN,
Major-General.

[Iiidorseineiit.]

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army' Corps,
August 25, 1864.

I sent out the men according to this order. General l‘otter had
already relieved the ])i(*kets of \Villcox. As my line runs around the
])alisades it is very long. Shall I relieve. the pickets sent out by
General Potter?

Yery resi)ectfuliv, vonr obedient servant,
E. li. AYEFS,

lirlgad ier- Genera 1.
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Hdqus. First Brioade, Second Division, Fifth Corps,
Antjust 25^1861.

Lieut. G. L. Ohoisy,
Acting AHsiHtant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: The officer sent by me to remain on my xiicket-line tlirougli the
" night to observe and report, states that lie heard fiecpiently, after

midnight, wagon trains of the enemy moving in our front toward the
right of our line.

Very respectfully, I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
CtlAS. P. STOKE,

Colonel Fourteenth Infantry-) Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth C'orps,
August 25^ 1864—10.30 p. m.

General Crawford:
You will immediately proceed with your division back to the Tem-

ple house, thence south on the plank road to the road to Kearns’ Sta-

tion, and then along that road to the support of General Hancock. You
will have command also of General White’s division, which, I believe,

will join you here, and also two brigades of Mott’s division, now at

Williams’ house. The enemy broke through Hancock’s right to-night.

Willcox’s division may be sufficient to enable him to drive the enemy
back, but he will probably need more re-enforcements.

G. K. WAKKEK,
Alajor- General.

Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 25^ 1864—11.15 p. m.

Brigade commanders and the commanding officer of the Kinth Massa-
chusetts Battery will have their commands in readiness to move imme-
diately.

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford:
GEO. MONTEITH,

Assistant A djutant- Gen eral.

Orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 25^ 1861—12 p. m.

Brigade commanders will allow their troo])s to lie on their arms
until further orders.

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford:
GEO. MONTTMTH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 25., 1864—11.40 p. m.

Brigadier-General Bragh,
Commanding., ffic.

;

General: The general commanding desires you to take command
of the First Brigade (Colonel McCoy), in addition to your own brigade,
during the movement now in contem])lation.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. MONTEITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
August 25^ 1864—12.45 j). m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

General Hancock reports, at 1J.20 a. m., that some force of the enemy
has passed around his left and broke through Gregg’s line, running
from the Weldon railroad to the ]dank road. Gregg is looking after

them, but you had better caution all your command to get under arms.
If you have anything about the Williams house, see to it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25.) 1864—1.20 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

1 understand General Meade has just left your headcpiarters. Will
you send him the substance of the dispatch 1 sent you? 8ay Warren
was notified by Hancock, and that 1 have notified Mott to get all his

command under arms and be ready with it or the larger part of it to

move in any direction. Have informed him of Hancock’s dispatch. I

have notified Kautz and have ordered all the cavalr}^ here under arms
to send to the i>lank road.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 25) 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Headquarters Ninth Corps

:

I have directed Mott to send some troops down the plank road to

protect Hancock’s rear, which is threatened by the enemy’s cavalry. I

have directed him to take one of your batteries noAV at the Williams
house. Please give the necessary orders on this point, and get White
and Willcox ready as soon as you can for immediate movement.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General) Commanding.

Headquari'ers Ninth Army Corps,
August 25) 1864—1.45 p. m.

General Humphreys:
1 have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired on my

front during the night nor up to this time. The slashing in the front

has been continued. Two batteries are being constructed in my front.

I now hold about two miles and a quarter of line. The Fourth Divis-

ion on the right occu]fies 2,000 yards. The Second Division (Potter’s)

is now relieving White’s (the First), and yfib hold the rest of the line.

This will give me Willeox and Wliite free to move.
JNO. G. PARKE,

MajorAjeneraU
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Au(just 25^ 186-1—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Parke:
You will please order Willeox at onee to move down tlie plank road

and take position on that road at the forks of the road to Kearns’ Station.

This is, I believe, near a place called Chay’s or Cay’s [Shay’s] Tavern.
There are several roads leading to Kearns’, but I refer to the first main
or practicable road below the Williams house. He can take three bat-

teries with him. Let him communicate and report to Hancock when
he arrives there.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Angust 25., 1861—10 p. m. (Keceived 10.20 p. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The maior-general commanding desires that you send a staff officer

to commuiiicate with General Hancock and ascertain if he desires re-

enforcements, and if he does, that you send White’s division to his

support. Inform him of its strength. Warren is similarly directed in

respect to Crawford’s division. General Hancock is ordered to with-

draw to the vicinity of the Williams house. Kequest the staff’ officer to

obtain all the information concerning the last attack and the condition
of affairs with Hancock, and telegraph it to these headquarters upon
the return of your staff’ officer.

A, A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25, 1861—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Since my dispatch of 10 p. m. a staff’ officer lias arrived from Gen-
eral Hancock’s headquarters. The commanding general directs that
you send Wliite’s division to Hancock’s sujiport at once. Crawford
will take command of White’s division as well as his own.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 25, 1861—10.50, p. m.

General Humphreys:
We have been hearing an unusual amount of iiicket-firing on our right.

Thinking it in front of Eerrero [1 sent] to him, but his staff office a* [says|

it [is] not on his fiont, but still farther to the right. •

JNO. G. PAKKE,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August J25y 1864—2.30 p. m.

General Warren:
1 have 125 men on picket immediat(‘ly on your right, belonging to

Willcox’s division, and apparently eovering your front. Casi yon con-

veniently relieve these men, as Willcox is under orders for immediate
movement?

JNO. G. PAEKE,
_______ Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 25j 1864—2.45 p. m.

General Parke:
1 have just sent word to .General Ayres to relieve Willcox’s skir-

mishers.
G. K. WAEEFN,

_____ Major- Genera 1.

General Warren:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864.

Have you anv news from Hancock ?

l^AEKE.

Auoust 25, 1804—0.10 p. m.

Major-General Parke, Commanding Kintli Corps

:

General Warren is temporarily absent. Nothing has been received

from General Hancock since the heavy tiring began.
.FEED. T. LOCKE,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 25

j
1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
I have been directed to send White’s division to the support of Gen-

eral Hancock. The dispatch states that Crawford will take command
of White’s division as well as his own. Please inform me Avhere Craw-
ford may be found in order that White may report to him.

JNO. G. PAEKE.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August 25., 1864—10.45 p. m.

General Parke:
You had better send a staft* oftieei' to me to tind out where General

Crawford is.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

P. S.—No other news except that General Meade says the enemy
broke through Hancock’s right. Willcox’s division may be sufficient

to enable him to drive the enemy back, but he will probably need more
re-enforcements.

G. K. W,
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1804—1.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Potter,
Commanding Second Division

:

General: I Avisli you to relieve General White’s division, both on
his main line and ])ieket-line, and also make arrangements to relieve

the picket line of the Third Division. Please have a sharp lookout kept
in your front and rei)ort as soon as possible the state of affairs in your
front. Please hold your men in readiness to move at a moment’s
notice.

JNO, G. PAPKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Reams'^ Station, August -25, 1864—4.30 p. m.

General Willcox,
Commanding Division, Ninth Corps :

Tor security here 1 wish you would march your division, with per-

ha[)s a battery of artillery and no wagons, to this point rapidly. Look
out for both Hanks when you arrive near me, if you hear any liring in

the neighborhood.
WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—6.15 a. m.

Br igad ier-General Greog.
Commanding Second Division, Cavalry Corps

:

General: Major-General Hancock directs me to say that he has
decided to send out a force toward the enemy’s supposed position at
tlie fork of the stage and Beams’ Station roads, to ascertain whether
any infantry is in our front, and, if possible, to drive away the enemy’s
cavalry, in order to give us earlier information should any considerable
force advance. The general Avill give you a good brigade of infantry
witli all of your own force you can get together, and. wishes you to

arrange the necessary ])relimiuaries before he sees you. He will be at
your hcadipiarters during the course of an hour.

C. 11. IMOPGAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 25, 1864—8.45 a. m. (Peceived 9.15 a. m.)

h^oi warded for the infoianation of Lieutenant-General Grant. 1 think
this is Pickett’s division going to take Mahone’s place.

Office of the Chief Signal Officer,
August 25, 1864—8.20 a. m.

Col. .1. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The officer at Spring Hill re}M)rts that at 8 a. m. fourteen cars
heavily loaded with troo])S passed the .Junction toward Petersburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. P*. NORTON,

Captain and (Jhief Signal Officer.

B. E. BUTLEP.
32 R R—VOL XLIl, PT II
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' In the Field, Aurjust 25^ 1864.

Major-General IIalleck,
Chief of Staff:

I am about to go North, by leave of General Grant, to i)robate my
brother’s will, which cannot be done Avithout my personal presence.
There are matters of business connected with my command and the
exchange of prisoners which will require me to visit Washington.
Have 1 permission to do so“?

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- Generalj Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Fields August 25^ 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding., &e.:

The enemy made a charge on our picket-line early this morning,
because of tlie information of some deserters who went over last night
saying that our troops were all moving away. Thereupon General
Pickett is reported saying that he wanted to straighten his line near
Ware Bottom Church, and made a charge for that purpose with a very
strong skirmish line. For the moment our pickets were pressed back,
but they recovered and charged in return, and retook all our oavii

l)icket-line and part of theirs. The loss of the enemy is pretty large.

Gurs I have not yet learned, but it is triHiug. We have captured
fifteen iirisoners.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 25, 1864—12.30 o^eloch.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
General Birney reports that he has re-established his picket-line,

which was forced back by a charge from the enemy; that in a charge
in return hehas taken oO prisoners—two commissioned officers. We have
also five deserters. Our loss in killed and wounded is trilling. It was a
lJucky little aftair on the part of General Foster. As all seems to be
going right noAV I will, at 2 o’clock, start North. A telegram will reacli

me at Willard’s, or at the Fifth Avenue, New York, if you should desire

to communicate with me. I have turned over the command to General
Ord, the senior, during my absence.

BENJ. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General, Comman ding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 25, 1864—8.06 p. m.

Colonel Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant- General, City Point:

General Birney’s report of the attack on his line this morning shows
onr loss as 1 killed. Id wounded, and 14 missing. The enemy’s loss in

killed and Avounded must IniA^e been more than double our loss, as they
attacked us in our rifie-pits. We captured (11 prisoners.

J. W. SllAFFEB,
Colonel and Chief of Staff,
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Memorandum Order.] In the Field, August 25^ 1864—1 p. m.

During the temx^orary absence of the cominandiiig general the com-
mand of the Department and Army of the James will be devolved upon
Maj. Gen. E. O. 0. Ord, commanding Eighteenth Army Corps.

BENJ. F. BUTLEK.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virotnia and North Carolina,
In the Field., August 25, 1864—3 p. m.

Lientenan t Colonel Howard
,

Chief Quarterma.ster, Bermuda Landing:

The Eighteenth Corps has moved to north side of the Appomattox.
B. S. DAVIS,

Major and Assistant Adjutant-Ceneral.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 25, 1861—8.30 a. m.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following dispatch has Just been received and is

respectfully forwarded

:

Battery No. 3, August 25, 1S64—S.30 a, m.

Captain N[()Rton] :

The firing lias ceased. The enemy hold part of onr pits in woods to our left of
Battery 3. General Foster has just sent a force to retake them.

BAKER,
Sergeant, Signal Corps.

Besi)ectfnlly, &c.,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Offieer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 25, 1864.

Major-General Butler:

General: I would respectfully stn-te that picket-firing has been re-

l)orted along onr whole line from right to left, and appears to have been
coinmenc(id by onr own men.

Eesxiectfully, &c.,

L. B. NOETON,
Captain and Chief Signal Offieer.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

Avgust 25^ 1864—3.55 p. m.

Col. J. W. Shaffer, Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following rebel message was intercepted from the
Archer house station

:

Headquarters Pickett’s Division,
August 25, 1864—2 p. m.

General Beauregard :

I have felt the enemy’s line in my front and discover them in force alon^ my line.

G. E. PICKETT,'
Major-General, Commanding.

Kespectfully,
L. B. NORTON,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer

.

(Copy to Grcneral Grant.)

Battery 3, August 25^ 1864—4.25 p. m.
Captain Norton:
The enemy opened with one heavy gun. We are rejdying.

BAKER,
Sergeant, Signal Corps.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C.,

No. 233. )
In the Field., Va., August 25, 1864.*******

VI. Brigadier-General Ames, with his division, will relieve the col-

ored troops now stationed near the signal tower. These colored troojis,

upon being relieved by General Ames’ division, will relieve all the col-

ored troops now serving with Major-General Ord. The colored troops
now serving with General Ord, upon being relieved, will relieve General
Foster’s command at Deep Bottom.*******
XVI. The Second Regiment New Hampshire Volunteers will be sent

without delay to relieve the regiments of 100-days’ men now at Fort
Pocaliontas. The latter regiments, upon being relieved, will be placed
en route for Washington, D. C., preparatory to being sent home to be
mustered out. Quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary
transportation.
XVII. The brigade consisting of the Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth, and

Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, and Ninth New dersey Vol-
unteers, will be sent to Nortli Carolina, reporting to Bi ig. Gen. I. N.
Palmer, commamling District of North Carolina, who will order the
One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, and tlie Ninth
Vermont Volunteers, to be sent to Bermuda Hundred, to re])ort to

Major-General Ord, (‘ommanding Eighteenth Corjis. Two of the first-

named regiments will be sent first, and the transimrtation which takes
them will bring back the One hundred tind fifty-eighth New York Vol-

unteers; then the next two regiments will be sent, and the same trans-

portation bring back the Ninth Vermont VolnntetTs. The quarter-

master’s department will furnish the necessary transportation, and the
movements will be made as promi)tly as possible.
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XIX. The detachment of Ohio lOO-days’ men, at Bermuda Land-
ing, will, as soon as relieved by a company of the First Xew York Vol-
unteer Engineers, together with the detachment of the same regiment
now at City Point, be placed en route for Washington, x)reparatory to

being mustered out. Quartermasters department will furnish trans-

portation.*******
By command of Major-General Butler:

E. S. DAVIS,
Assutant A djutant- General.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Virointa and Xorth Carolina,
Augunt ^5, 1864—5.40 a. m. (Eeceived 0 a. m.)

General Birney:
If the enemy are in earnest you will next hear of them on your left-

Look to that a little.

BEXel. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General., Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Atigust 25., 1864.

Major-General Butler:
It was reported to me, between 1 and 2 a. m. to-day, that only 700 of

the 1,800 that started yesterday to relieve Ames reported; the rest

straggled on the road, so that I did not relieve Ames. I will order such
as were relieved to be forwarded at once. General Meade informed me
yesterday he had positive information that Mahone was to relieve

ITckett, and I concluded the force in my front to be Pickett’s. Shall I

send General Ames, now, out of the trenches"?
E. o. c. oed,

Major-General.

[Indorsemeiit.]

IIdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Angust 25, 1864—6.40 a. m.

General Birney:
Forwarded for the information of General Birney.
Do you thinlv that it is necessary to bring Ames out of the trenches?

What could cause so much straggling?
BENJ. F. BUTLEE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
AnguHt 25, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding:

I only wish Ames to consummate the exchange. I feel (piite confident
of holding my front with my present force.

1). B. BIENEY,
Major-General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 25^ 1804—8 a. m.

General Birney:
Ord does not like to let Ames go this morning. Must you have him,

or, in other words, is the movement in your front over?
BENJ. F. BUTLEE,

3Iajor- General, Gommayiding.

IlEADQLARTERS TENTII ARMY CoRPS,
August 25, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding Department

:

In executing my order to charge and retake the line from enemy
we captured 30 privates and 2 commissioned officers. This makes, I
think, some 50 altogether. My lines are re-established.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding

:

General Foster, commanding Turner’s division, reports an attack on
his picket-line at several xioints, but that it has not been forced in.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding

:

We send you three prisoners. During the assault they held for a
while a portion of our trenched ])icket-line. We have retaken all but
one point, and will take that. They advanced with a line almost of
battle.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 25, 1864—8.45 a. m.

General Birney,
Tenth Corps

:

Will any of your corps be sent to relieve part of mine to-day ? I

should know lieforehand and the time to expect them. Of the two bri-

gades of General Terry’s division, one 1,000 and the otlier 800, only 700

arrived during the night in time to relieve a part of General Ames’
division. To ])revent such straggling in the night is difficult. General
Ames, with 1,500 men, is on the road and should cross the Appomattox
before 11 a. m. The remainder of his division will march as soon as

they can be relieved by General Terry’s.
E. O. C. OED.
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Headquarters Tenth Corps,
August 25j 1864.

Major-General Ord :

Directly General Ames arrives I will send 3,000 men. There must
be some mistake as to straggling in Terry’s division. These men will

reach yon by dusk and relieve as many of yours. The enemy made a
sharp and determined attack on my advanced line to-day

j
that will

make me careful in changing.
D. B. BIENEY,

Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina,
August 25

j
1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Birney':

General Ames’ division has arrived here; yon had better order the
colored brigade to march.

B. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Fields Atigtist 25^ 1864—11 a. m.

(Received 11.30 a. m.)
Major-General Birney:
What is your loss in this morning’s operations?

BENJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- Gejieral.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25., 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding Fepartment

:

My losses are trifling in killed and wounded and a few prisoners.
The rebels lost severely in wounded and some flfty prisoners. Will
send in report as soon as 1 can get it. Terry has got his command all

in trenches now. Have placed several colonels in arrest for the strag-
gling. Will stoi) it in a little while.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North (Arolina,
In the Fields August 25, 1864. (Received 11.15 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Tenth A rmy Cori)s

:

Have you received S])ecial order arranging the movements of the
cohned troo])s? it is almost exactly what you mention in your last
telegra])li to General Butler.
By command, &c.

:

R. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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PIeadquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864—12.20 iJ. m.

Major Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral :

I liave not received tlje special order, but understand that the col-

ored troops at signal tower have been ordered to Deep Bottom. I

understood tliat a demoralized brigade with General Ord, under General
Paine, was to go to Deep Bottom, and that 1 was to take the signal

tower troops with me.
D. B. BIBNEY,

Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Aug^ist 25^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Btrney :

The following dispat(‘]i was received from department headquarters:

P>y a mistake the special order referred to was not sent yon. It is as follows:
‘Mlrigadier-General Ames, with his division, will relieve the colored troops now at
the signal station. These troops, on lading relieved, will relieve all the colore<l troops
now with General Ord. The colored troops now with General Ord will relieve Gen-
eral Poster’s command.”

Respectfully,
R. S. DAVIS,

A fisisian t A dfnian /- (jen eral.

You will take command of the colored troops mentioned as being
now at signal station, and take them with you when you move.
By order of Alajor-General Biniey:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant A djutan t- General.

Butler’s I Ieadqitarters,
AuguM 25. 1861.

Major-General Btrney

:

The (‘olored troops now in the command of ATajor-General Oi'd are

oidered, upon being reliev<'d, to l elieve General ffoster.

11. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjuta n t- Genera 1.

Headqttarters Tenth Army Corps,
Augrist 25, 1864.

Major-General Bittler :

I had expected to take the colored regiments near signal tower Avith

me to Petersbui'g, and that |the] colored brigade witii General Ord
Avould go to De(‘,p Bottom. 1 expect to need them theiv if General
Ord’s report of Terry’s division is corr(‘ct.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 1864—3.40 p. m.

General Ord:
All of my colored troops liave marclied to relieve all of your colored

troops that are to march to Deep Botton to relieve Foster’s brigade
there.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Have gun -boats been ordered above the pontoon bridge?
D. B. BIBYEY,

Major- General.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Yirginia and North Carolina,
August 25, 1864—4.30 p. m.

General Birney,
Tenth Corps

:

I have ordered Graham to send u]) Ids boats and request Captain
Smith to send up boats. It looks as if the rebs intended making an
attack on our front.

J. W. SHAFFEK,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—6.20 p. m.

General Birney,
Tenth Army Corps

:

I telegraphed General Meade to know if his necessities on the left

made more men necessary to him, and he replied that he is not posted
as to the r(‘sult of this evening’s battle, but as General Hancock has
repulsed several attacks to-day he thinks the last must have resulted
the same. As Hancock can do no more damage to the railroad he will

be withdrawn. For this reason I have ordered General Paine to report
to you with his troops (three regijjients) as soon as they conld be relieved
and march over. You can ])la<*e him where his services Avill be most
needed.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.

Old Headquarters [IAghteenth] Arma^ Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Major-General Birney:
U])on reflection I think that 3,000 colored troops are more needed on

lids front than yours, and shall ke(‘i) them uid(‘ss 1 receive information
from General Mcaide they will not be m^eded. A severe battle has
been going on all evening on our extreme lelt.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Eiohteenth Army Corps,
’Ll the Fields Va., August 25^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commandiyui Division^ Tenth Corps

:

General : I am instructed by Major-General Ord to ask you to re-

enforce as soon as possible that portioji of tke line of trenches from
Avliicli General Ames bas been relieved, with the full number of men
you intend shall occupy the line. You will also please relieve, as fast

as your men come up, tliat portion of the line occupied by Colonel Fair-

child’s brigade. The movements Avill have to be made very carefully

in order to prevent drawing the hre of the enemy. Have the men take
the bayonets off their pieces, and use all means of concealment in pass-
ing along the covered Avays and in the trenches. Colonel Fairchild
and staff Avill render you every assistance, and giA^e any information
you may desire to facilitate you in relieving the trenches.

I am, general, very resi)ectfully, yours,
THEODOBk: BEAD,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
Augiist 25^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry,
Commanding Division., Tenth Corps:

General : I am instructed by Major-General Ord to say that you
need not keep your reserve troops formed any longer, but that he wishes
you to have your men sleep on their arms in readiness for any night
attack, and that you have all your troops under arms half an hour
before daylight, in readiness for any emergency.

Very respectfully,

THEODOKE BEAD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Brig., 1st Div., 10th A. 0.,

No. 105. )
Deep Bottom^ T^a., August 25, 1864.##****#

II. In obedience to instructions from corps headquarters the Twenty-
fourth Massachusetts Volunteers aaHI proceed to corps headquarters,
using all possible dispatch, and report to the assistant adjutant-general.

Tenth Army Corps.
III. Col. G. B. Dandy aauII at once proceed with his command to

headquarters Tenth Army Corjis. They Avill move in heaA^y marching
order AAith shelter-tents, knapsacks, Ac.

IV. The commanding officer of the Eleventh ]\raine Volunteers aauII

at once i)roceed Avith his command to corps headquarters. They will

move in heavy marching order Avith shelter-tents, knapsacks, Ac.
By order of Col. H. M. ITaisted, Eleventh Maine Volunteers, com-

manding brigade:
[TIIOS. E. EDMANDS,]

Captain and Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Foster,
Commanding Second Division:

General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to

inform you that the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts is ordered to report
to you for tlie x)urpose of fully manning the three advanced redoubts,
the holding of which he regards as vital to the line,

liespectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Corps:

The casualties in this division, in the skirmish of this morning, were
1 killed, 12 wounded, 14 missing.

E. S. EOSTEK,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, August 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster,
Commanding Second Division:

General : General Ord rexiorts that in marching to his headquarters
with two brigades, out of 1,800 men General Terry only arrived with
700. This is extraordinary even for straggling. The major-general
commanding wishes you in marching over to use extraordinary i)recau-

tions. Commanding officers of brigades, regiments, and comxianies
should march at rear of their commands. Knaxisacks and camxi mat-
ters can be transported by sux)ply trains, and the division so marched
as to keexi every man in the ranks. He wishes you to instruct your
officers in this matter, and show that the coiqis can march as well as
fight. Major-General Ord makes a very severe report as to the First
Division. The column should be, by hourly halts, kept closed ux).

Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—3.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Foster,
Commanding Second Division

:

The. major-general commanding directs that as soon as your command
is relieved by General Ames, you march with it to the late head(]uarters
of the Eighteenth Cor])s before Petc'i sbnrg. A stall officer will be sent
to conduct you. You will x>ffiase scud word when you are ready to
inarch.

Eesxiectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864.

General Foster:
Come on as soon as relieved.

By order of Major-General Barney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant A djiitant- Oenera 1.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864—4.10 m.

Brigadier-General Foster :

You will not be relieved by General Ames, but will remain on the
line until further orders.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

COMMANDINO OFFICER,
J)eep Bottom :

Send two more regiments here at once.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. YAY SMITH,

Assistant A djutant- Genera 1.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Commanding Officer,
Bpring Hill

:

Be prepared for an attack a t any moment.
By order of Major-General Birney:

ED. YY. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hatcher’s, August 25, 1864—7.40 p. m.
Colonel Smith:

I would respectfnlly suggest the propriety of building a battery in

rear of Battery No. 4, to the left of tlie road and the right of Battery
No. 5.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
It. S. FOSTEK,

i> r iga dier- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Brigadier-General Birney,
Commanding Colored Brigade

:

UjKui being relieved by Geneinl Ames’ division. Eighteenth Corps,
you will march across pontoon bridge and rei)ort to Brigadier-Genei al
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Terry, near headquarters Eighteenth Corps. General Ames will

relieve your pickets, Avhich AAill follow you. A staff officer will show
you the route. Every precaution will be used against straggling.

By order of Major-General Birnev:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
A u(/ust j25^ 1864—7 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The following telegram just received from General Butler:

Malioiie’s division lias re-enforced Pickett, and tlie enemy are making attack at

Ware Bottom Clinrcli. Is Ames on Bis march?

I answered that

—

Only 700 of the 1,800 which started to relieve General Ames’ division were reported
at 1 a. ni. to-day as liaving arrived, and General Ames’ men are not nOicAmd. I shall

form tliose which are not in the trenches, and, if you direct, start them.

Will General IMende give General Butler information as to Pickett’s

having relieved Mahone in my front!
E. O. C. OPD,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Ah(just 25, 1864—7.25 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commandinff FAffhteenth Corps

:

Your dis])atcli just received. We liave no deserters or others that
give us information of Pickett having relieved Mahone. Probably
those were Pickett’s troops seen yesterday afternoon moving out of

Petersburg toAvard the intrenchments south of the lead-AA'orks.

A. A. HIJMPHPEY8,
Major-General and Chi(f of Siaff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 25., 1864—8 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighleenth Corps

:

The last information avc liav(‘ ot Mahone is from deserters from his

division on the night of the BBd. He had then returned to his former
position in tlie trenches.

A. A. IHTMPHPEY8,
Major-Ge}ieral and Chief of Staff.

fiDQHS. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 25, 1864.

IMajor-General Ord:
You may smid over here as much of Ames’ division as you ca,n.

Caution him to march so as to prevent straggling. If you can relieve
his troops Avithout loss they may as Avell be relieved. Take measures
to pick up the stragglers of Terry’s division.

BPNJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864.

General Butler:
Five of my batteries started last niglit; 1,500 of General Ames’ men

will start at once, if not coiiiitermaiided. They were relieved by about
half that number.

E. O. 0. OBD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aug^ist 25^ 1864—10.15 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

Is the whole of your corps to move to the north side of the Appo-
mattox upon being relieved in the trenches by the Tenth Corps? Is

the Tenth Corps as strong as the Eighteenth, or stronger?
A. A. HUMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff

.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25., 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The Third Division, colored, goes to Deep Bottom north of the James,
Ames’ division north of the Appomattox, and Carr’s divisiori to Spring
Hill. The Tenth Corps is stronger than mine.

E. O. C. OBD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Po3'omac,
August 25, 1864—2.10 p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

.

All the available troops General Mott can scrape together have been
sent down the plank road to the intersection of the Beams’ Station
road, as General Hancock reported the enemy had broken through
Gregg’s line from the Weldon railroad to the plank road. This leaves

General Mott with a very thin line. In arranging for the transfer of

your artillery to the north side of Appomattox please hold in mind not
to get our contingent batteries into the works to-day or to-morrow.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864—2.30 p. m.

General Humphreys:
Your dispatch of 2.10 p. m. received, and will be attended to.

E. O. C. OBI),
Major- General.
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Headquarters Eiohteentpi Army Corps,
AiKjmt 25^ 1864.

General Humphreys:
General Butler lias just sent me word that the eommand of tlie

department devolves upon me in his teiniiorary absence.
E. O. C. OKI),

Major- General.

City Point, Va., Awjtist 26^ 1864.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

I liave just received the dispatch to General Pickett which was in-

tercepted by our signal officers. If there is to be any blowing up it

will probably be in front of the Eigiiteenth Corps. The men who are

likely to be exposed, however, ought to be notified, so tliey will not be
stampeded. If we can be on our guard Avhen a mine is sprung the

enemy ought to be repulsed Avitli great slaughter. Where do you
understand from the dispatch the explosion is to take place?

U. S. GKANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Meade:

Headquarters Eiuhteenth Army Corps,
August 25

j
1864—7.50 p. m.

In addition to the troops in my trenches I have a reserve of six

regiments colored troops, three of them pretty good regiments. If

General Hancock is pressed back, or immediate necessity arises for

these troops, they are at your service Avith three days’ rations and 100
rounds of ammunition. I think the intercepted dispatch intended to

draAv our force over to the north side of the Appomattox, where Gen-
eral Birney is in command Avith 7,500 men, and who is prepared for an
attack. If you require my reserve force please send officers to pilot

them.

P. S.—lloAv goes the battle?

E. O. C. OKI),
Major- General.

E. O. 0. O.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac^,
August 25^ 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Ord:
Many thanks for your oher of troops. I vShall not need them. The

aiipearanee of the enemy in such heaA^ force Avill jirevent any further
destruction of the railroad, and Hancock Avill be withdraAvn to night
Avithin our lines. 1 liaAm not heard recently from the held, but just
before 1 left he had repulsed several vigorous attacks of the (memy,
inhicting heavy loss on him. Hoon after 1 left th(‘. heavy artillery
firing commenced, the result of aaThcIi has not been re])Orted. Willcox’s
division, Ninth Corps, Avas near Hancock, moving up to his support
Avhen I left. 1 have no doubt he has i)unished the enemy severely, and
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am only sorry I have to witlidraw him, as our hoys like nothing better
than to get the rebels to charge their breast-works. I don’t under-
stand Beauregard’s dispatch. Hoke has only one division. It looks
as it it Avas intended as a blind.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Butlek’s Headquarters,
August 25.) 1861—5 p. m.

Major-General Ord:
The folloAving is from the signal officer at Si)ring Hill, timed 4.15

p. m.

:

Fourteen cars, partly loaded witli troops, just passed tlie Junction toAvard Rich-
mond.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant and SUpial Officer.

d. W. SlIAFEEB,
Colonel and Chief of istajf.

Butler’s Headquarters,
Aitgust 25) 1864.

Major-General Ord : ,

The rebel dispatch 1 sent you indicates that they intend attacking
on this front. I have requested gun-boats to go up Appomattox. I

have sent all the information I have received to GentTal Birney for his

information. General Butler being absent, you are in command. 1 will

forward you all intbrmation I receive.

J. W. SHAEFEII,
Colonel and (Jhief <f ISiaff.

Headquarters EiCtITTeenth Army (h)KPS,

August 25) 1861—5 p. m. (Beceived o.UU p. m.)

Colonel Shaffer :

Warn tlie troops ui)oii any i)oint ol‘ the line likely to be ndiied. Place

strong reserves with ai tillery in rear of such points. Have the men
and guns in the advance work likely to be miiKMl withdrawn under
cover of a second line. The colored troo})son the way here will be s(‘nt

back, except a garrison for the fort at this tmd of the pontoon bridge.

General Birney will be notihed by you to remain in chai ge Ixd wecm the
James and Appomattox.

OBI),
Major- General.

[liidorsoiiiont.]

General Birney:
I send the following [above] dispatch for your information and in-

struction.

J. AV. SlIAFFEB,
Colonel and Chief of iStaff.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25

j
1864—6.25 p. m.

Colonel Shaffer :

From the best information you have where do you suppose General
Pickett to be!

ORD,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 25, 1864—6.55 p. m.

General Ord:
I have no doubt he is on this front near the left of our line.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff,

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
III the Field, August 25, 1864—7 p. m.

Major-General Ord:
Pickett’s division and Thomas’ brigade of Georgia troops are known

to be on this front. I cannot, however, see where they could possibly
have a mine on this front unless under one advanced redoubt we have.
Possibly the mine may be on south side Appomattox. General Birney
will be fully prepared for them here.

J. W. SHAFFER,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. First Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Maj. Theodore Read,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eighteenth Army Corps :

Major: I have the honor to state that our lookouts report no move
ments of the enemy visible in our front.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. CARR,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding Division :

Major-General Ord directs that you be prepared for assault at a

moment’s notice, and have your reserves under arms at once.

Very respectfully,
S. S. SEWARD,

Major and Aide- de- Camp.

33 R R—yOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 25^ 1864,

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr, First Division

:

1 am instructed by Major-General Orel to say that you need not keep

your reserves formed any longer, but that he wishes you to have your

troops sleep on their arms, in iireparation for any night attack. Half an

hour before daylight to-morrow you will have all your troops under arms

and ready for any emergency. You will also have 100 rounds of am-

munition per man on your side of the creek, in order that you may
sufter no inconvenience in case of a rain. Your troops that have been

in reserve in rear of General Ames’ front have been relieved and oT'

dered to report to you.

Very respectfully,
THEODORE READ,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Augitst 25^ 1864,

Brigadier-General Carr,
Commanding First Division^ Eighteenth Army Corps :

General : Maiior-General Ord directs me to say that he expects
your command to l)e relieved to-night, and he desires you to take the
netjessary steps and to march your division, train in advance, across
the 'Appomattox. Your division is to relieve General Foster’s, late Gen-
eral Turner’s, division. You will send a staff officer at once to the
place occupied by the division, to learn the localities and select camps
and quarters. I shall jirobably relieve the men in your trenches by
colored troops now on this side the Appomattox. Please report at
these headquarters in person as soon as you can, for further instruc-

tions.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. SHARPE,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp,

Circular.] Hdqrs. First Div., Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864,

Brigade commanders will have their troops sleep on their arms to-

night, in readiness to meet any attack that may be made. Half an hour
before daylight to-morrow morning the troops will stand to their arms
in readiness for any emergency. Brigade commanders will also see
that their commands are supplied with fifty rounds of ammunition per
man.
By command of Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr:

J. JOHNSON,
Assistant Adjutant- GeneraC

Circular.] Hdqrs. First Div., Eighteenth Arma^ Corps,
August 25, 1864,

Brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move
at a moment’s notice.

By command of Brig. Gen, J. B, Carr:
J. JOHNSON,

. Assistant Adjutant- General
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riEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ArMY CoRPS,
August 25^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Ames,
Commanding Second Division:

General: General Ord wishes you to march your men througli the
ravine or valley a little to the left of his headquarters, and all the way
to cover them, if possible, from the enemy. Believe your division this

morning from the trenches if you can do so with safety, and march
them across the Aiipomattox as fast as you can do so. Please report

as you start. Be careful to prevent straggling.

Bespectfully,
S. S. SEWABD,

Major and Aide- de- Cam]).

Hdqrs. Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Mear Hatcher^Sj August 25^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the three brigades of my
command are in line at iiroper intervals from Battery No. 0, on the
right, to the Appomattox Eiver, ready to move to any point at a mo-
ments notice in case they should be called upon to resist an attack.’

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. AMES,

Brigadier- General,

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25^ 1864.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

Brigadier- General Ames directs me to inform you that his command
reached the bridge at 10.40. The command was all up; very little

straggling. General Ames intends crossing at once, and will report
temporarily to Major-General Birney.

W. H. ABEL,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25

j
1864,

Brigadier-General Ames,
Commanding Division^ Eighteenth Army Corps

:

General: Brigadier-General Birney’s command is ordered to return
b) the intrenchments. He will take position on the left, relieving your
force, so that you can have anqile reserves for the exposed points near
the center.

By order of Major-General Birney;
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 25, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ames :

General Ord has coimtermauded the order for Birney’s brigade to
come back. Colonel Grubb, commanding Sirring Hill, rei)orts a rebel
column moving toward our front (Battery 3, old).

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- Gefieral.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Wear Petersburg^ Fu., August 25., 1864.

Col. E. Wright,
Commayiding Second Brigade

:

Colonel : 1 am directed by the general commanding to inform you
tliat your coiimiand will be relieved to-night as soon as it is dark
enough to do it with safety. You will send two staff officers to these
headquarters to conduct the colored troops, who are to relieve regi-

ments of your command, to their position on the line. You will cause
your camp to be struck, wagons loaded and moved to the rear of divis-

ion headquarters in the open space, and see that your command is

ready to be i)ut in motion as soon as relieved, when you will form
your brigade in the rear of division headquarters. On the march
the trains will precede the columns. Every precaution will be taken
to prevent straggling. Company and regimental commanders will

march in the rear of their respective commands. The rear guard
will march in the rear of the brigade to urge forward all stragglers.

You will march in the rear of your command, accompanied by the
senior medical officer, who will allow none to leave the ranks or

be put ui)on ambulances, unless their condition absolutely requires

it. Your assistant adjutant-general, accompanied by an orderly,

will move at the head of the column to receiA^e orders for the general
direction of the troops. You will allow the column to rest for ten

minutes occasionally, being careful to notify your command of the

length of the rest, and also being careful to select open ground where
there are no trees nor bushes, so that none may be left behind asleep

and be overlooked.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SOLON A. CAETEK,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S.—If you have employment for your staff* officers, officers from
these headquarters Avill put the troops in line.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Wear Petersburg., Fu., August 25., 1864.

Col. E. Wright,
Commanding Second Brigade

:

Colonel: By direction of the general commanding you will have
your command formed as soon as possible after being relieved in the



Chap. LI\^] 517CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

iiniiiediate vicinity of your own headquarters. Yon will see that they
are supplied with seven days’ rations and 100 rounds of aminnnition

upon their person. Division headquarters will be there in a short time.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SOLON A. CAKTEK,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Va., Auepist 2G^ 1864—10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. PIalleck,
Washington^ D. C.

:

I have no report of casualties yet from operations yesterday near
Ileams’ Station. Orders were given during the day for Genei al Han-
cock to return, but, being pressed by the enemy, he could not do so until

night. Frequent assaults were repulsed, but just before night the
enemy carried one point of the line and captured eight pieces of artil-

lery. Tlie staft officer, who gives the ordy report I have, thinks the
enemy were very severely punished, and that our loss in prisoners will

be small. During the night General Uancocik returned to his place in

line without opposition. Yesterday morning the enemy drove in Gen-
eral Butler’s picket-line. The iiicket guard soon rallied, however,
drove the enemy back, and re-established their lines. The result was
1 killed, 16 wounded, and 14 missing on our side. Two commissioned
officers and 59 men were captured from the enemy. What their cas-

ualties were in killed and wounded a\ e do not know.
IT. 8. GRANT,

lAeutenant- Gen eral.

Headc^uarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Hancock’s troops were withdrawn without molestation or being fol-

lowed. He is now near the Williams house. He reports his command
at x)resent unserviceable. A report from General Gregg, commanding
cavalry on Warren’s left and Hancock’s rear, reports the enemy jiress-

ing his pickets a little this morning with a vicAv, he thinks, of picking-

up stragglers. Warren’s and Parke’s troops have returned to their for-

mer position, and every preparation has been made to meet any further
offensive movements of the enemy. All else quiet.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headqitari'ers Second Corps,
August 26, 1864—12.30 p. m.

General Grant:
A safeguard that was left on the battle-field remained there till

after daylight this morning. At that time the enemy had all dis-

appeared, leaving their dead on the field unburied. This shows how
severely they were ])unished, and doubtless hearing of the arrival of
re enforcements they feared the result to-day if they remained.

'geo. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 26j

1864—1 p. m.
Lieutenant-General Grant :

Since sending my last dispatch I have conversed with the safeguard
referred to. He did not leave the field till after sunrise. At that time
nearly all the enemy had left, moving toward Petersburg. He says they
abandoned not only their dead, but their wounded also. He conversed
with an officer, who said tlieir losses were greater than ever before dur-
ing the war. The safeguard says he was over a ])art of the field, and
it was covered with the enemy’s dead and wounded. He has seen a
great many battle-fields, but never saw such a sight. Yery few of our
dead

;
nearly all of the enemy. All of our wounded are brought off, but

our dead unburied. I have instructed Gregg to make an effort to send
a party to the field and bury our dead. I should judge, from all ac-

counts, the enemy will most likely be quiet for some time.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

General Butler’s Headquarters,
August 26

y
1864.

Colonel Bowers,
Assistant Adjtitant- General :

Following rebel signal message was intercepted by our signal officer

at the Miles house lookout at 11 a. m.

:

August 26
,
1864 .

General Pickett:

Hoke’s mine failed to explode from some nameless canse in the gallery. It will he
tried again soon. Have yonr re-enforcements arrived?

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

[Indorsement.]

[J. W. SHAFFER.]

1 P. M.

Forward to General Meade at General Hancock’s headquarters or at

headquarters of Ninth or Fifth Corps.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of 8ltaff.

City Point, Va., August 26, 1864.

General Meade :

The signal dispatch intercepted is evidently a hoax, as was the one
intercepted yesterdajq to blind us from some really intended atta(*k.

To-day I suspect it will be against Warren.
TI. S. GRANT,

Lieutena n t- Genera 1.

City Point, Ya., August 26, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

I think the chances are that Warren will be atfacked in rear this

afternoon by the same force that attacked Hanco(*k yesterday. There
will be ])robably a demonstration on his front by all the force now occu-

jiyiiig the lines in his front. If Warren can iirepare for both a front
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and rear attack tlie enemy will be most severely handled. The cavalry
ought to watch the enemy well and give full notice of the direction from
which he comes, and when they are forced back into our lines they
should fight on foot with our infantry. If Warren can be further re-

enforced by i)utting Hancock’s men on the line and relieving some now
there, it ought to be done. I give this as my view from the intercepted
dispatch of Beauregard.

U. S. GBANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Grant:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
AiKjust 1804—

2

p. m.

I have just received your dispatch in reference to an attack uiion
Warren. All you suggest has been done. Warren is prepared, and
Gregg’s cavalry is well out watching all approaches. I have sent you
the information by the safeguard, showing you how terribly the enemy
was punished yesterday, and that they retired last night to Petersburg,
leaving their dead and wounded on the field. This may be owing to their

intention to attack at some other point, but 1 don’t think it will be on
Warren. Previous to your dispatch I had directed Hancock to relieve

Ferrero’s division of colored troops, not to increase Warren’s defensive
force, but to use these troops in the construction of Warren’s redoubts,
as they work so much better than the white troops, and save the latter

for fighting.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26j 1864—9.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The usual quiet has prevailed along the lines to-day. This p. m.
signal officers reported the movement of considerable bodies of the
enemy (artillery and infantry) passhig the lead-Avorks into Petersburg,
some turning apparently to the left, or the enemy’s right. This was
undoubtedly the force that attacked Hancock yesterday, returning to
tlieir intrenchments. The following disposition of troops will be made
to-morrow: The Second Corps, one division in the trenches from the left

of the Tenth Corps to the Strong house, with one division in reserve on
tlie Jerusalem plank road and one division in reserve in rear of the
])oint of junction of the Second and Tenth Corps; three divisions of
the Ninth Corps on the line between the Strong house and the rigid of
Fifth Corps; the Fourth Division, colored, in reserve at the Gurley
house, to be employed in constructing the field-works to be built to
strengthen the line; three divisions of the Fifth Corps on the line

crossing the Weldon railroad and extending down that road to the
Perkins house; a fourth division in reserve. By this arrangement
each corps has a reserve which can, in case of emergency, b*e concen-
trated at any point threatened. Major-General Birney, commanding
Tenth Cori)S, has reported part of his corps being in the trenches oc-

cui)ied by the Eighteenth; the balance to relieve part of the Eigh-
teenth.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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City Point, August 26, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

You are authorized at all times, until further orders, to assume com-
mand and direct the movements of all troops operating against Peters-
burg south of the Appomattox.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Copy to General Ord.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commafiding Army of the Potomac :

I send you part of McEntee’s report of statement of prisoners as to

the force of the enemy against Hancock yesterday.* The cavalry on
the enemy^s right is W. H. F. Lee’s division, composed of Chambliss’
(old), Barringer’s, and Hearing’s brigades, and Butler’s division (Hamp-
ton’s old), composed of Young’s, Rosser’s, and Butler’s brigades. ” There
is, besides, a small brigade commanded by Colonel Gary. Some two or

three regiments of cavalry have been left oft* on north side of James.
Hampton commands all the cavalry, and has been x)romoted to be lieu-

tenant-general.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
August 26, 1864—2 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Ask General Hunt if he cannot spare one or two batteries for Han-
cock to use near the Williams house. I think there are some of the
Ninth Corps which are available; if he takes them let him notify Parke
of it.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 26, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: On examination of about thirty prisoners of war I find

the troox^s in front of General Hancock yesterday to have been as fol-

lows: Wilcox’s division entire. Thomas’ brigade, of Wilcox’s division,

has been exchanged for Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s division (said to

be on account of some disagreement between Generals Field and An-
derson). Kirkland’s and Cooke’s brigades, of Heth’s division, and San-
ders’ and Mahone’s brigades, of Mahon e’s division. The balance of two

^ See McEntee to IIumplireyB, second, post .
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last named divisions are still lying in the trenolies in front of Peters-

burg. I also find some changes in tlie organization of tlie enemy’s
cavalry. General Hampton has been promoted to be lieutenant-gen-

eral, and is in command of the whole cavalry force, which is now
organized into three divisions, commanded respectively by General
Fitz Lee, General W. H. F. Lee, and General Butler. General Fitz Lee
has Wickham’s and Lomax’s brigades, and is now in the Valley with his

force. General W. H. F. Lee has Davis’ (Ohambliss’ old), Barringer’s,

and Bearing’s brigades. Bearing’s brigade is composed of Fourth North
Carolina, Seventh Confederate, and Second Georgia Regiments. But-
ler’s division is comijosed of Young’s, Rosser’s, and Butler’s brigades.

Butler’s brigade is composed of Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth South Caro-
lina Regiments; came herefrom South Carolina last May. First and
Second South Carolina, of Young’s brigade, relieved the three latter

regiments on the coast of South Carolina. There is also a brigade of
cavalry not attached to a division, commanded by Colonel Gary, and
composed of Twenty-fourth Virginia, Seventh South Can)lina, and
Hampton’s Legion. With the exception of the two brigades with Gen-
eral Early, and perhaps two or three regiments left north of the James,
I think all of the above mentioned cavalry are on the enemy’s right,

near Stony Creek.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain

j
&c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Aiigust 26^ 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point., Va.

:

The troops in front of General Hancock were Wilcox’s division en-

tire. Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s, has been exchanged for Thomas’,
of Wilcox’s, which may have given Davenport impression that Wilcox
was there. Cooke’s and Kirkland’s, of Heth’s, and Mahone’s and
Sanders’, of Mahone’s, were also at Reams’. The balance of the two
latter divisions were left in trenches in our front. All their cavalry
under Lieutenant-General Hampton, save Wickham and Lomax, were
also at Reams’. There may be two or three regiments of cavalry north
of James, but the brigades are represented here.

J. McENTEE,
Captain.

City Point, Angnst 26, 1864.

Lieutenant Manning,
General ButleCn Staff:

Lieutenant: The troops which fought Hancock were Wilcox’s
division entire, Cooke’s and Kirkland’s, of Hetli’s, and Sanders’ and
Mahone’s, of Anderson’s. Thomas’ brigade, of Wilcox’s, has been ex-

changed for Anderson’s brigade, of Field’s. The other brigades of
Heth and Mahone were left in the trenches on our front. We think all

the cavalry was also at Reams’ Station. What do you get?
SHARPE,

Colonel.
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Headquarters,
August 26

j
1864—4.15 p. m. (Keceived 4.25 in.')

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Two deserters from Eigiitli Virginia and Twenty-fourtli Virginia,
Terry’s and Hiinton’s brigades, report matters unchanged in our trout.

They know nothing of Mahon e, and say no new troops have arrived.

One deserter from Sixty-third Tennessee came in from Deep Bottom;
says Johnson’s old brigade is on the north bank, but knows nothing
outside his brigade. Kefugee from Bichmond reports much dissatis-

faction in the city. Women congregate before Jeff. Davis’ house and
mayor’s office, demanding meal, and that great suffering exists. The
negro troops taken from Burnside’s corps, are treated brutally. He
came out of Richmond by the way of Chaffin’s farm, and says there are
few troops between the city and Deei) Bottom. Johnson’s battery,
with 300 men, across the road from Chaffin’s farm, and further below a
command of 500 men, North Carolinians, under Colonel Elliott, were
the only forces he met.

FRED. L. MANNINd,
• Lieutenant and Aide- de- Camp.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 26, 1864—6.15 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The numbers of the enemy on the line of works, lately throAvn np,

between lead-works and large fort near Weldon railroad, api)ear less

this morning than yesterday. A party of twenty-five were at work
on the line joining the works in vicinity of lead-works, but a fatigue

party of fifty came out of woods in vicinity of lead-works and the
working party, then busy working, joined the fifty and they went down
the railroad and disappeared in the woods at the north side of the

large fort. All quiet at other points of the enemy’s line visible from
this station and no changes visible.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Eighteenth Army Corps Signal Station,
August 26., 1864.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

Colonel Brent :

Two steamers have just come above pontoon, 1 m., with flags from stem to

stern. Three regiments of inlantry have just come out of ))reast-works iu o])eu s])ace

to left of Cobh’s and are going toward the woods in rear of that ]K)int. Eive six-

horse wagons i)assed Bermuda Hundred road going toward that jjlaee. Eightemi
six-horse wagons now passing open space going to enemy’s I’rout iu Chesterlield.

(Same to A. B.)

llKADQrARTERS,
Chesterfield, AiKjusi 26, 1864—12.45 p. in.

General Beauregard :

So much the better. Only one division arrived vet from Richmond, 11.15,

G. E. PICKETT,
Major-Cen era I, Com ni a nding.

FULLER,
Lieutenant., Signal Officer.
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Huqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department,
August 26

j
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following dispatch should have been received some
time since, but just came from ])lank road station:

At 4.40 p. m. a squadron of cavalry and IjriJI^ade of infantry came from the left on
line of the Weldon railroad and disappeared near lead-works, moving toward Pe-
tersburg. Immediately alter another column of infantry and one of cavalry a ppeared,
coming from the left on line of Weldon railroad, and took the roads running west-
ward parallel with each other from southeast corner of large fort. The infantry
occu])ied thirteen minutes in passing, and the cavalry eleven minutes. The i>resence
of a large force in the vicinity of the fort is sui)posed from seeing many men in scat-

tered parties through the day, lounging about.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHED,

Major and Chief Signal Offieer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 26, 1864—5.40 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The following dispatch received from the signal station

near the Weldon railroad under charge of the officer with General
Warren

:

A column of enemy’s infantry, say one division, followed by two army wagons
and some pack-mules, has just passed to our right on Squirrel Level road. They were
twenty-five minutes passing.

STRYKER.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P>. F. FISHED,

Major and Chief Signal Offieer.

Plank Doad Signal Station,
Aug^ist 26., 1864—6 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 5.30 a column of infantry, about a mile in length, came from our

left on line of Weldon railroad and disappeare(l near lead-works,
moving in direction of Petersburg. Another column of infantry, appar-
ently coming from woods in rear of large fort, is halted on road west of
new work. I canT see the end of the column.

H. w. fulto:n.
Sergeant.

August 20, 1804.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Offieer, Army of the Potomac

:

Everything very (piiet in enemy’s lines all day. Dothing of any
nature worthy of report noticed.

A. C. JODDAK,
Sergeant.
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August 2G, 1864.
Major Fisher :

Enemy’s signal report :

'

New tented camp below pontoon bridge on Bermuda Hundred side. Squads of
four or five seen moving about in it. Six or seven wagons crossed pontoon bridge
and moA^ed toward open space to left of Cobb’s.

• A. C. JOEDAFT.

Orders.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26^ 1864.

The following disposition of troops will be made to-morrow morning,
tlie 27th instant:

1. Major-General Haneoek will retain one division of his corps on
the filank road in the vicinity of the Williams house. One division

will be established in the vicinity of the Avery house. General Mott’s
division will continue to hold the line it is now posted on.

2. Major-General Parke will relieve Ferrero’s division by Willcox’s
and White’s divisions, which will hold the line from the Strong house
to Potter’s right. Ferrero’s division will be established in reserve in

the vicinity of the Gurley house.
3. General Gregg’s division of cavalry will be posted between the

Wieldon railroad and plank road; General Kautz’s division between
the iilank road and the James River. General Gregg will receive his

directions from these headquarters, and will, besides reporting to it

everything important that occurs, communicate to General Warren and
General Hancock whatever concerns their respective commands.

4. The chief engineer will proceed at once to the construction of
the redoubts proposed for the left of the line on the Weldon railroad,

and of the works at Burnt Chimneys and the Strong house. He will

call on the commanders having troops in reserve for working parties.

By command of Major-General Meade

:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Atigust 26y 1864—2 a. m,

Major-General Meade :

My troops are now massing near the Williams -house. It will be a
long time before the stragglers are up and my command organized so

as to be serviceable. It has been engaged in one of the severest and
most obstinate battles the corps has ever fought. At dark the enemy
held only the line they had taken from General Gibbon and General
Gregg. I had .retaken part of my intrenchments, and would have
retaken everything if I had had another brigade at about G or 7 o’clock.

Unfortunately your note telling me that re-enforeenieiits were ordered
up did not reach me till 4.15, and it was 5 before I could reach either

Mott or AVilleox. General Miles’ and General Gregg’s commands did
particularly well. Host several guns. The horses had nearly all been
shot before the final assault. The line taken from General Gibbon was
so close to my only remaining line of retreat that I decided not to

imperil Willcox by putting him in after dark, but withdrew my com-
mand. It wiil not be available to-day for any serious work. The
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enemy must have suffered heavily. I think my own losses in killed

and wounded severe but not great, as I fought under cover principally.

Willcox arrived two miles and a half from the field at 7.15.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers,

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 26^ 1864. (Keceived 8 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

The following dispatch received about an hour ago

:

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
August 26, 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding :

General: The enemy did not follow on my rear last night at all. I did not move
from the position held by General Willcox until 12 o’clock. The enemy are pressing

my pickets a little this morning—I suppose looking for straggilers. Very many men
hid in the woods last night, ])ut they are in motion this morning. One of my regi-

ments, mounted, remained at the swamp, on the left of the battle-field, until 11

o’clock. The enemy did not molest it at all. The line is esta blished as you directed.

I have one of my brigades near McCann’s, the other on the left of Warren.
Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August ^6, 1864. (Keceived 9.45 a. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The attack about 5.30 was probably intended to be a simultaneous
one, by Wilcox on my center and Heth on my left. The enemy formed
in the woods, placed their artillery in position, and opened a heavy can-

nonade, lasting about fifteen minutes, and then assaulted Miles’ front.

He resisted tenaciously, but the enemy broke his line. Some of Gib-
bon’s troox)S were hurried over to repair the damage, and the enemy
only gained a slight foothold. They soon attacked on my extreme left,

driving Gibbon’s division from its line. His men had been much w^earied

rushing over to General Miles and back during the repeated assaults.

General Gibbon succeeded in forming a second line, and the enemy, who
were iiressing on with great enthusiasm, were severely checked by the
dismounted cavalry under General Gregg, which behaved handsomely.
General Miles regained more of his intrenchinents, distinguishing him-
self. All he had to work with were such small fiarties as could be
rallied and formed by staff* officers. The fighting was continuous till

dark, the enemy being held in check by artillery, dismounted cavalry,
and skirmishers. At dark we withdrew, for reasons stated. The chief
of artillery reports that he lost about 250 horses. The enemy made no
advance up to a late hour last night, holding, as far as could be
seen, some of our captured guns with tiieir skirmish line. They must
have suffered heavily. My own loss, including (*avalry, will x:)erhaps not
exceed 1,200 or 1,500, though this is surmise, as the command is not
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yet organized. Captain Brownson, of iny staff*, was mortally wounded,
dying during the night. Coloirel Walker, assistant adjutant-general,
is missing. It is acknowledged to have been one of the most deter-

mined and desperate tights of the war, resembling Spotsylvania in its

character, though the number of engaged gives it less importance. A
few more good troops would have given us a victory of considerable
importance. I forward this morning prisoners from Field, Wilcox, and
Heth.' Major Angel, of my staff, saw and conversed with two prison-

ers of Mahone’s division last night. I do not find them this morning.
They said Mahone’s division, with the exception of one brigade, was
there.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

(Copy to General Grant 10.15 a. m.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26^ 1864—2.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

^
near Williams^ house

:

General Hunt will direct Wright’s and DurelFs batteries of the
Ninth Corps to report to you. They are now near the Cliieves house.

One is a four-gun, the other a six-gun battery, both rifled. They
appear

,
to be the only ones available.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General Hunt finds the two available batteries of the Ninth Corps
that Avere at the Chieves house have been removed. The- Ninth Corps
must have with it more batteries than it can use. It has twelve bat-

teries; three of them General Hunt has in position in the intrench-

ments, leaving nine batteries with the trooi)S of the corps.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 26, 1864. (Eeceived 6 i>.

m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

The following dispatch has just been received by signal:

Signal Station.
Captain Taylor:
At 4.45 p. m. a column of enemy’s infantry appeared, moving from the south along

a road near the Weldon railroad toward Petershnrg. The column occupied one hour
in i)a8sing. About a regiment of cavalry also passed in same direction.

THICKSTUN,
Signal Officer.

WINF’H S. .HANCOCK.
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Headquarters Second Army Cords,
AiKjust 20^ 1864—7 j). m. (Eeceived 7.35 in.)

General Meade:
The ambulances sent from here under a small guard of cavalry pro-

ceeded to the Emmons house, which is within say, three-quarters of a
mile of the church at Kearns’, and saw nothing but cavalry vedettes.
They picked up seventeen of our wounded on the road and returned.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—8 j). m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Seeond Corps:

I send you copy of dispatch from signal officer on the plank road.
The commanding general Avishes to know Avhetlier the signal officer can
be correct in his obseiA^ation, and if the colors named are really missing
from the trooiis engaged yesterday.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[Inclosure.]

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Hi.partment,
August 26, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: The following dispatch receiv^a from plank road station

:

7.10 p.m.

The column reported halted on road near lead-works consisted of eight regiments,
and moved toward Petershnrg at 6.30 p. m. They carried live U. S. colors flying.

At 6.40 a colnmn of infantry, consisting of about 4,000 men and eighteen pieces of
artillery, api^eared in vicinity of large fort, and moved toward Petersburg, disap-
pearing near lead-works. The artillery eainc up from our left on line of Weldon
railroad, but I think the infantry came in on road running west from large fort.

Enemy are busy mounting guns on new works near Vfeldon railroad. Ambulance
trains passing both ways during the day.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. E. FISIIEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 26, 1864.

Genera] Williams,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac :

General: I cannot say imsitively as to tlie colors being lost, but
have lieard of none as yet. Will at once make an investigation of the
matter and send report.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK.
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Headquarters Second Arma^ Corps,
August 26, 1864—8.20 j). m.

General Meade:
General Gregg tells me lie did not receive any order from you to-day

directing tlie advance toward Keams^ He is here this evening.
WINFH S. HAKCOOK,

Major- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Awj^ist 26, 1864—9.20 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Your telegram of 8.20 just received. I did not send any orders to

General Gregg to-day, as I intended you to send them and thought I

so exiiressed myself. An order will be issued this evening directing

Gregg to report to these headquarters, but requiring him to notify you
of anything occurring on the plank road and Warren of anything on
the railroad. I should judge from your dispatch about the ambulances
that the enemy’s cavalry occupy Beams’, in which case Gregg has not
the force to dislodge them, and I do not wish to bring on an unequal
fight, but he might send a fiag of truce and propose to the commander
there to send a party to bury our dead.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Special Orders.
^

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
> Jones'^ Mouse, before Petersburg, Va.,

Bo. 216. ) Arigust 26, 1864.#**#*#*
3. Hereafter no officers of this corps will be assigned to the command

of a brigade unless with the approval of the commander of the corjis.

Whenever an officer succeeds to the command of a brigade by virtue of
seniority his name will be reported to these headquarters, with the
recommendation of the commander of his division, without delay. A
list of the present brigade commanders will be sent to these headquar-
ters, with a statement whether they command brigades by virtue of
seniority or not.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
W. P. WILSON,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 26, 1864.

It having been understood that several stand of colors were lost on
the 25th instant, a report will be made at once as to what regiments in

the different divisions are without their colors.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

W. P. WILSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
August 26^ 1864.

Maj. Geu. A, A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff'j Army of the Potomac:

General: Inclosed I forward you an order issued at Kichmond,
August 15, 18G4, and is now being distributed to our pickets wherever
circumstances will admit it. Where the pickets are near enough they
are thrown over; at other places they are left near springs, &c., where
the pickets of each army get water.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOTT,

Brigadier- General.

[Inclosnre.]

General Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 65. j Richmond^ Fu., August 15, 1864.

1. It having been represented to the War Department that there are

numbers of foreigners entrapped by artifice and frarid into the military

and naval service of the United States who would gladly withdraw
from further participation in the inhuman warfare wTiged against a peo-

ple who have never given them a pretext for hostility; and that there
are many inhabitants of the United States now retained in that service

against their will who are averse to aiding in the unjust war now being
provsecuted against the Confederate States; audit being also known
that these men are prevented from abandoning such compulsory service

by the difficulty they experience in escaping therefrom; it is ordered
that all such persons, coming within the lines of tlie Confederate armies,
shall be received, iirotected, and supjilied with means of subsistence,
until such of them as desire it can be forwarded to the most convenient
])oints on the border, where all facilities will be afforded them to return
to their homes.
By order

:

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Hdqrs. Third Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,
August 26, 1864.

[Maj. John Hancock :]

Ma.ior: In obedience to a verbal inquiry of Major-General Meade
this morning at division headquarters, I would respectfully state that
this command arrived at the intersection of the plank road and Reams’
Station road at 5 p. m. yesterday, where our troops were massed on both
sides of the road. At the close of this the head of Willcox’s command
passed by toward Reams’ Station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. MCALLISTER,

Colonel Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26, 1864—3 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
Lieutenant Howell has just returned from General Hancock’s and in-

forms me that General Hancock’s trooi)s will take up position around
34 R R—VOL XLII. PT II
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the Williams house; that General Hancock informs him that they can-
not be depended on for operations early in the morning; that all avail-

able troops will be required to protect my left flank. General Willcox’s
division will cover the withdrawal of the Second Corps. General Mott’s
division returns to the intrenchments.

G. K. WAKREhT,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26.) 1864—4.45 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I am anxious to know soon whatyour views are about General Craw-
ford’s remaining here since the report received from General Hancock
by Lieutenant Howell, which I sent you.

G. K. WARREN,
3Iajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—5.25 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Cories:

In reply to your dispatch of 4.45 a. m. the commanding general says
use Crawford for protecting your flank as well as White, and Willcox,
also, as soon as he returns. He thinks it probable you may be attacked
this morning. He understands the report of Lieutenant Howell to

mean that General Hancock did not want Crawford.
A. A. HUMPHREYS.

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26, 1864—8 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

I hear nothing of the movements of the enemy this morning. Col-

onel Stedman sent an offleer to report to me and I directed him to feel

toward Reams’ Station, and push in if the enemy’s infantry tall back,
but have heard nothing from him.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The major-general commanding desires that you will be particularly

vigilant to-day, and if, upon being atta(*.ked, you should need siqiport

General Parke will give you White’s and Willcox’s divisions upon your
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notifying liim that yon need them. He is instructed to that effect.

Should lie be attacked and need supports, let him have them from
Crawford’s and other troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of ^taff.

(Copy to Major-Gfeneral Parke.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26^ 1864—10.45 a. m.

COMMANDINO OFFICER FiFTH CoRPS:
Lieutenant-General Grant has ordered that certain works be con-

structed along the line occupied by your trooxis. These works will be
constructed under the superintendence of Major Duane, acting chief

engineer, and the commanding general directs that on the requisition

of that officer you furnish as strong working parties as you can con-

sistently with the safety of the position held by you.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to commaudiug officer Ninth Army Coiqis.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26^ 1864—2 X). m.

Major-General Humphreys :

I have received no information from our cavalry to-day. I have
nearly completed an inclosed line at this point, into which General
Parke’s line can retire if suddenly broken, and the rest might retire

toward the iilank road. I think no apprehension need be felt for us
beyond what is ordinarily possible if we become isolated. As soon as
these arrangements are made we will go to work forming a line facing
south from here to the Gurley house. I have your dispatch about sup-
porting General Parke, and have seen him.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

M

[Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26

j
1864.]

ajor-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I send you the following, just received:

Signal Station, Davis’ House, August 20, 1864—7 p. m.
[Colonel Locke:]
At 5.50 !>. jii. four regiments of enemy’s infantry passed to our right on Scpiin-el

road; a general and staff jireceded the column, and the escort carried two large
flags. The troops were accompanied by a number of stretcher-bearers and Ibllowed
by one ambulance. At 6 o’clock saw ten -.vagons; at 6.15 one battery of artilbny
l)a68cd and Avas folloAved by a brigade of infantry marching ra])iflly; at 6.25 a
heavy column composed of artillery passed, and continued to fill the roail as long as
oliservation Avas jiossible. All moved to onr right.

Respectfully,
GEO. .J. CLARKE,

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General^ Co7nmanding.
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Circular.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26^ 1864—6.15 a. m.

General Hancock sends me word tliat lie has been withdrawing during
the night from Reams’ Station to the Williams house, covered by Gen-
eral Willcox’s division. His men are very much demoralized and can-
not be much relied upon this morning. Lost very heavily in killed and
wounded, and nine pieces of artillery. Use every effort to hasten the
disposition of our troops, so that we may have a reserve force to meet
an attack coming from toward the plank road, and to expedite the
slashing of timber and forming a line on that side. I have no knowl-
edge of what this cannonading is that is now going on.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 26

j
1864.

Brigadier-General Griffin,
Commanding First Division

:

General: The maior-general commanding desires you to send out
early to-morrow morning as many men as you have axes for, to slash

the brush in front of the line constructed by Colonel Gregoiy, and report

the number of men sent out for this purpose, so as to enable the major-
general commanding to take them into account in the general arrange-
ment of working details.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRED. T. LOCKE.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
August 26j 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistcmt Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that a reliable officer comes in

from my picket-line and reports the rebels going at a fast pace, artil-

lery and infantry, along the Squirrel road toAvard Petersburg just

before dark.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. B. AYRES,
Briga dier- Genera I

.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
August 26^ 1864—7.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Bragg :

A staff officer has been sent out to find the right of General Will-

cox’s line, looking to the forming of a line to meet an attack coming
from the plank road. The general commanding directs that you move
out your command as soon as this line is ascertained and set your men
at work at once slashing timber. Have your men in readiness at once.

A staff* officer will be sent to move you out.

Very respectfully,

GEO. MONTEITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Aiigust 26^ 1864—6.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General Willcox. lias arrived with his division, having covered the

withdrawal of General Hancock to the forks of the plank road. He
reached a point within a mile of the tight and took a position there, hy
order of General Hancock, to cover his withdrawal from Eeams’ Sta-

tion. The division is now massed in the vicinity of these headquar-
ters.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 26^ 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has transpired on

my immediate front during the past twenty-four hours. Potter^s and
Eerrero^s divisions occupy the line from the Strong house to Warren^s
right. White’s division is in reserve on the left of my line, and Will-
cox has returned from General Hancock and now massed at the Gurley
house. I learn indirectly that the cavalry cover our rear from War-
ren’s left over to the plank road.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Circular.] - Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 26j

1864.

I. Until further orders the troops of the corps occupying the trenches
will be turned out at 4 a. m. and remain under arms until 5 o’clock, at
which hour the rolls will be called and inspections will be made by
companies, under the supervision of regimental commanders. All ab-
sentees will be noted and reported to brigade commanders.

II. During the day one-fourth of the troops occupying the intrench-
ments will be under arms with their accouterments on. At night their
number will be increased to one-third.

III. The troops in reserve will be paraded daily at 5 a. m. for roll-call

and inspection. Absentees will be reported as required in paragraph I.

IV. Brigade commanders will forward to their division commanders
daily reports of the strength of their respective brigades.

EOBEET A. HUTCHINS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Aug^lst 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. G. Griffin,
Commanding Second Brigade

:

AtENERAL: By telegraph from headquarters Army of the Potomac,
the general commanding the Ninth Army Corps is directed to use ex-
traordiuar3 vigilance to-day to detect any movement or attempt of the
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enemy. You will give orders to your command to insure every pre-

caution and a vigilant lookout on the part of both picket and main
line. Any demonstration or movement of the enemy observed will be
reported at once.

By command of Brigadier-General Potter

:

SAML, WEIGHT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 26^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commandmg Fourth Division

:

General : The following is an extract from orders just received from
headquarters Army of the Potomac:

Major-General Parke will relieve Ferrero’s division by AVillcox^a and White’s divis-
ions, which will hold the line from the Strong house to Potter’s right. Ferrero’s
division will be established in reserve in the vicinity of the Gurley house.

I have directed Generals Willcox and White to relieve your division

on the line to-morrow morning. On being relieved you will please
move your division and encamp it in the vicinity of the Gurley house.
Major-General Hancock is directed to retain one division of his corps
on the plank road in the vicinity of the Williams house, and General
Gregg’s division of cavalry will be posted between the Weldon rail-

road and the plank road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. G. PAEKE,
, Major-General, Commanding.

Washington, August 26, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
You have permission to visit Washington.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 26, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I think Major-General Birney and Tenth Corps, on this side south of

Appomattox, should act in concert with General Meade, and therefore

in that matter should be under his orders. I endeavored to see and act,

and offered General Meade all my reserves, 3,000, last evening, if

needed.
E. O. C. OED,

Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 26, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Birney is bringing to this side over 12,000 infantry to relieve

7,000 of my corps. Of these 7,000 1,000 will go to Deep Bottom, and
2,800 to Spring Hill, south Appomattox, leaving me with 3,200 to
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relieve over 10,000. After relieving my front with similar numbers to

what I have in the trenches General Birney Avill have a reserve of about
5,000. Cau he not station those at or near his rear and let me take
Carr’s division, 2,800, to relieve Turner’s 4,500? As it is I have no force

to relieve Turner’s division. There will be but little rest for Ames’
division if it has to do all the duty on the peninsula.

E. O. 0. ORD,
Major-General of Volunteers.

City Point, Va., August 26^ 1864.

Major-General Ord :

You can take any or all of the Eighteenth Corps to relieve the Tenth
that may be necessary.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Arigust 26^ 1864—-5.20 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanilmg Department

:

What does the artillery fir e mean ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.’

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 26j 1864—5.50 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The firing is nothing more than the usual morning firing replied to

by our batteries.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

'

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 26j 1864.

General Humphreys:
Have you any important news this morning?

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Department

:

Hancock was withdrawn last night to the Williams house. The figlit

about dusk was very severe. The enemy got into his breast works at
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one point—a salient—bnt not at any other. 1 do not know what his

loss was, hut it must have been heavy, and that of the enemy greater.

Will let you know particulars when they are received.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
A^(g^^st .56', 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Bermnda Hundred

:

I hear firing in yonr direction. Is anything going on?
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General^ Commanding.

(Same to Major-General Birney.)

General Meade;

General Ord’s Headquarters,
Augiist 26., 1864—11 a. m.

General Ord directs me to reply to your telegram that there has been
no firing on his line between James and Appomattox, with the exception
of a few guns which amounted to nothing.

GEO. A. KENSEL,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

August 26j 1864.

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 7.35

a. in. eleven cars heavily loaded with troops passed the Junction toward
Petersburg.”

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NOBTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Water Battery, August 26, 1864.

(Keceived 2.15 p. m.)

Captain Norton:
The 100-j)ounder Parrott in the Water Battery has opened on How-

letPs. The enemy are replying.
BBUYN,

JAeutenant and Signal Officer.

Colonel Abbot:

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 26, 1864. (Keceived 9.30 a. m.)

Send three 8-inch mortars to Major Ludlow at Dutch Gap.
By command of Major-General Butler:

J. W. SHAFFER,
CoUmel and Chief of Staff.
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Broadway Landing, Ya., 26^ 1864—9.45 clock.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff to General Butler

:

Will send the mortars without delay. Please instruct the engineer

department to make another magazine at Dutch Gap without delay.

That already there was designed only for the 100-xioiinder gun. Since

then I have sent two guns and five mortars
;
the ammunition is exposed

even now more than is safe, especially if the rebels use mortars.
HENRY L. ABBOT,

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 1864.

Colonel Abbot:
Beside the magazine for the 100-pounder there is at Dutch Gap one

magazine six by six feet, ready to receive ammunition. Will that do?
H. A. YEZIN,

TAeutenarit and Assistant Engineer.

Broadway Landing, Ya., August 26^ 1864—1 p. m.

Lieutenant Yezin,
Engineer Department^ General Butler^s Staff

:

I think another magazine should be made at Dutch Gap. The
demand for more artillery seems to be constant, and there is not even
with the new magazine enough for what is now there.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Hatcher’s, August 26^ 1864—8 a. m.
(Received 9 a. m.)

General Ord:
There are no signs of any movement on part of enemy in my front.

As I am now rather disorganized by present position of my troops, I

would like to complete the exchange. General Paine has marched to

Deep Bottom.
I). B. BIRNEY,

Major- General.

Hatcher’s, August 26
j
1864.

General Birney :

Please report by telegraph to me if anything unusual occurs in your
front. General Paine left here early this a. m., probably about 1

o’clock. Reiiort if he has arrived. Can you send the whole of Turner’s
division here to relieve Carr’s, without weakening your front too
much?

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General.
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August 26, 1864—1.15 p. m.
Major-General Bieney :

I sliall relieve ])art of Carr’s division now in trenches with colored
troops on this side, march them across the Aiipomattox to-night. Was
to relieve part of Foster’s division—abont one-half. I sliall move my
headquarters this p. m. and take the ground now occupied by yours.

Yon can be ready to start for this side at 5 p. m. Your chief of artillery

and the Eighteenth Corps cliief of artillery will remain where they now
are to place batteries in position as they arrive, and then join their

headquarters.
E. O. C. OKI),

Major- General.

Hatcher’s, Angunt 26^ 18G4—2 p. m.
General Ord,

Eighteenth Corps

:

The rest of Terry’s division is en route from Deep Bottom. • Paine
reached there at 11 o’clock. Nothing unusual here. I think yoix

should put Ames and Carr between James and Appomattox. The line

is long.

D. B. BIKNEY,
Atajor- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 20) 1864—2.10 p. m. (Received 2.15 p. m.)

General Birney,
Tenth Army Corps:

General Grant, and I also, think the last intercepted dispatch, about
Hoke’s mine failing, a hoax. You can, however, make arrangements
and be iirejiared lor any emergency north of the Ajipomattox. I shall

start in a few minutes and would like to meet you at General Butler’s

headquarters.
E. O. C. OKD,

Atajor- General.

Headquarters Tenth Arma' Corps,
August 26, 1864. (Received 10.15 a. m.)

General S. Williams:
The firing is, 1 think, from Howlett house battery and Water Battery

on my old front, Bermuda Hundred.
1). B. BIRNEY,

Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Arma' Corps,
August 26, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williaais,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to inform Major-General iMeade that! have assumed
command of the line lately under General Ord, and hold myself sub-

ject to the orders of General Meade.
D. B. BIRNEY,

Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 26^ 1864—7.35 m.

Maj. Geu. D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

General Meade desires that you will please state in general terms
the strength of your troops in line and in reserve and the dispositions

you have made of your forces.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 26, 1864. (Keceived 8.10 p. m.)

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Terry’s division is on my left, colored troops in center, and Carr’s

division, Eighteenth Corps, on my right. My strength I estimate at

9,000. Will make a more formal report and particular statement to-

morrow.
H. B. BIRNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 26, 1864. (Received 8.10 p. m.)

General Williams:
I have not yet succeeded in getting my corps over. I have only re-

heved Ames’ division with 6,000 of my corps. I will have a brigade
over to-night and expect Foster’s (late Turner’s) division to-morrow.
The artillery is the same as to number of guns and position. Will send
a field return when the exchange is perfected. Colonel Piper remains
witli me a few days as chief of artillery. My corps is probably 3,J00
stronger than the Eighteenth.

I). B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 26, 1864—8.55 p. m.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commanding First Division :

The major-general commanding directs that as soon as Colonel Plats-

ted’s command arrives you cause it to relieve a part of General Carr’s
line.

Respectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Deep Bottom, August 26, 1864.
Major-General Birney:

Colonel Plaisted has not yet started. He will as soon as his pickets
are relieved, probably by 3.30 o’clock.

CHAS. J. PAINE,
Brigadier- General.
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Deep Bottom, August .26, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have just started with the One hundredth New York, Eleventli
Maine, and tlie ])ortion of the First Maryland Cavalry not on picket.

General Paine’s troops are now relieving iny pickets, and they will fol-

low as soon as x>ossible.

H. M. PLAISTED,
Colonel^ Commanding.

Headquahtehs Tenth Ahmy Corps,
August 26, 1864—6.45 j). m.

Brigadier-General Terry,
Commanding First Fivision :

Plaisted’s brigade is on the inarch. The major-general commanding
desires that you send a staff offic'er to meet the column and conduct it

to you by the shortest route.

Pespectfully,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistan t A djutant-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 26, 1864—2.20 p. m.

General Foster :

At the usual hour for relieving the pickets General Ames will relieve

General Foster’s pickets. General Foster will remain with his com-
mand in position until relieved by General Carr, but will be in readi-

ness to move, and as soon as relieved by General Carr will march his

force to the new position near Petersburg.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Ya., August 26, 1864.

General E. S. Foster:
General: I am directed by Major-Geueral Ord to say that you can

remain with your two brigades on tliis side the Apxiomattox for the
jiresent.

Very resxiectfully,

THEODORE READ,
Assistan t Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., IOth Army Corps,
No. 24.

)
Fear Hatcher'’s,

Va., August 26, 1864.

Brigade commanders will hold themselves in readiness to move as
soon as relieved by troops from the Eighteenth Army Corps. The
order ofmarch of this division will be as follows : First Brigade, Colonel
Curtis commanding; Second Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Coan com-
manding; Third Brigade, Colonel Osborn commanding.
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The com 111anding’ officers of brigades will detail a strong rear guard
to prevent straggling. To accomplish this end line officers will march
in rear of tlieir companies, field officers in rear of their regiments, and
brigade commanders in rear of their brigades, seeing personally that

their commands are kept well closed uii. Canteens will be filled before

starting, and no one will be permitted to leave the ranks except for

urgent reasons. A limited amount of transportation in excess of that

already allowed can be procured from the division quartermaster for

the knapsacks of such men as are unable to carry them, thus enabling
them to keep up with the column. Let there be no delay when the
order to move is received.

By order of Brig. Gen. K. S. Foster:
[J. M. BAKNAKD, Jr.,

|

Lieutenant
j
Aide-de-Campj and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen,

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 10th Army Corps,
]S'o. 80. )

Near Ilatcher^s, Fu., August 26^ 1864.

* * # * * * *

2. Capt. George W. Gardner, commanding Twenty-fourth Massachu-
setts Volunteers, will, so soon as relieved by trooxjs of tlie Eighteenth
Corps, report with his command to Col. F. A. Osborn, commanding
Third Brigade, and will be temporarily assigned to that brigade for

duty until further orders.

3. By direction of Major-General Ord, the Twenty-fourth Massachu-
setts Volunteers will accompany the troops leaving to-night, and when
relieved the commanding officer will report at these headquarters.
By order of Brigadier-General Foster:

P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
[August 20

j
1864.]

Major-General Birney :

Colonel Grubb has two 20-pounder Parrotts and 175 men. The First
Connecticut Battery, six brass rifled, has just reported here by order of
General Ord. Colonel Grubb has seen a rebel column moving toward
our front. Battery 3, <&c., for the last fifteen minutes, but I cannot make
it out.

CHAS. H. GRAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27.) 1864—9 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
All quiet on the lines during the night. Some little picket-firing and

mortar practice. I forward dispatch from signal officer indicating a
return of part of the enemy’s troops that were seen to move yesterday
p. in.

GEO. G. MEADF,
Major-General.
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City Point, Va., August 27^ 1864.

(Received 9.20 a. m.)
Major-General Meade :

I leave here in a few minutes for your headquarters and General
Warren’s.

U. S. GRANT.

City Point, August 27, 1864—5.50 i). m.
Major-General Meade:

I leave this evening for Portress Monroe. Will be back to-morrow
night.

U. tS. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Same to General Ord.)

City Point, August 27, 1864.
Brig. Gen. S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General Meigs, quartermaster-general, has informed me that 1,000
cavalry, remounted on fresh-shod horses, are being sent from Wash-
ington to City Point. They are commencing to arrive now. Cavalry
horses will be received until the whole number required is sent at the
rate of 300 per day until all are sent. About 500 have arrived and
been issued.

R. INGALLS.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 27, 1864.

Major Eckert :

Richmond Examiner of to-day says

:

Fort Morgan is in tlie enemy’s possession. WRether blown nji evacuated is not
known.

About 7.45 last night a rebel operator was discovered on our line

near Cabin Point. Said he had orders to cut the line, though it grieved
him to do it. He requested the following message be sent North:

On the Line neak Cabin Point, August 26, 1864.

Waldo P. Goff,
Clarksburg, W. Va.

:

Your son, Maj. Nathan Goff, jr., was in the Libhy Prison, and well, about the Ist

of .Inly. His wants have been supplied hy Colonel J. and myself. My father and
mother are well.

OPERATOR.

Said he knows Major Strickland. He cut line, and left at 8.40 p. m.
It was repaired early the next moriiing. Please inform General Butler
about Fort Morgan.

R. O’BRIEN.
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Headquarters,
August 27^ 1864—6.25 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe, City Point

:

Two deserters from Twentietli Georgia came in this morning at Deep
Bottom. Say that Anderson and Law, of Field’s division, are this side

the river, having crossed a few days ago; where, they do not know,
but saw them move toward their pontoon bridge. Deserter from in front

of Ord’s late headquarters, from Thirty-first North Carolina, came in

night before last. Says the whole of Hoke’s division is there. Deserter
from Fifty-third Virginia, in oiir front, thinks Scales’ brigade is there.

Says he saw their wagons. Otherwise everything remains unchanged.
FEED. L. MANNING,

^Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 27j 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: The following disxiatch received from station near the
Gibbon house

:

A detacliment of infantry, numbering about 1,500, passed a point southwest by west
from this station, moving toward tJie right. They were preceded by a train of
twelve wagons. Stragglers moved with the wagons, but were too distant to tell

whether armed or not.
A. C. .JORDAN.

Very resiiectfnlly, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHFK,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 27y 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General : The following dispatch from the itlank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

7 A. M.

The enemy are still working on new line of works in large force, and are appar-
ently building a large redoubt or fort east of railroad and south-southeast from the
fort on the west side of the Weldon railroad. This work is at the termination of
their line lately tiirown up in that vicinity. The line in our immediate front has
been strengthened during the night. Camps also evince more activity. All quiet.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 27^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: The following report from the idank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

9.30 A. M.

At 8.30 a. m. a column of infantry came from the left on line of Weldon railroad,
halted and came to a front, facing this way, east and near the largo fort. After
remaining half an hour 150 came toward our picket-line, 200 moved toward Peters-
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burg, disappearing near lead-works, and the remainder moved back into the woods
to tlie rear of the fort. At 9.10 a. m. a colnmn of cavalry, numbering abont 1,100,

came from woods to the right and rear of the fort, passed on the east side of the
fort, and disappeared on the road going westward.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. FISHEE,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Ariviy of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 27^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following dispatch from the plank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

At 10 a. m. a section of artillery appeared in vicinity of lead-Avorks and moved
toAvard large fort, disappearing in the Avoods. At 11.15 a. m. a colnmn of cavalry,
numbering 600 or 700, came out of woods on the right of fort near Weldon railroad
and moved southward on line of Weldon railroad.

H. W. FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
• B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 27

j
1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staf:

General: The following intercepted message is respectfully for-

warded :

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

A brigade of infantry draAvn up in line on Gilliam’s farm, left resting on Red Bluff.

I think they only camped there for the night. Stragglers constantly passing Broad-
way road toward City Point; a fcAv passing pontoon to Prince George side. I am led
to believe there Avas a considerable movement of troops during the night. All the
tents, except three on or near open space to left of Cobb’s, ha\'e disappeared.

IjATEr.—

T

he brigade has taken up line of march toAvard Petersburg. It is com-
posed of liAm regiments. Stragglers passing open space going toward front in Ches-
terfield. Gun-boat aboAm pontoon.
Still later.—Eleven regiments passing open space, going toward Cobb’s from front

in Chesterlield. They were folloAved by nine Avagons, guarded by infantrjL A neAv^

camp near the pontoon has just been struck. Troops coming toward Bermuda Hun-
dred. Thirteen regiments jnst passed pontoon, going toward Prince George side;

think they are the same that passed open space, except two regiments which came
from the camp. These troops Avere followed by fifty-eight ambulances and seventy-
one Avagons, straggling guards of infantry and cawalry. Four pieces of artillery
came from front in Chesterfield; ])assed open space going toAvard pontoon. The
troops before reported arc now passing BroadAvay road to Petersburg.

R.,
Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant.

B. F. FISHEE,
Major and Chief Signal Office)j Army of the Potomac.
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Plank Poad Signal Station,
August 27^ 1864—6 p. m,.

Major Fisher:
All quiet. No cliauge since last report.

11. W. FULTON,
fSergcant.

Special Orders, ) IIdqrs. Third Div., Second Army Corps,
No. 184. )

August 27, 1864.

o. The Fifth and Sixth New Jersey Eegiinents being about to leave
this army, their term of service having exi)ired, carry with them the
best wishes of the brigadier-general commanding the division. Having
taken part in all the battles (with but a single exceiition) of the
Army of the Potomac, and having a record which any organization may
be well proud of, he hopes that after having seen their fi iends at home
they will soon return again to remain until this rebellion is crushed and
peace and (piietness once more prevail throughout the whole Union.
By command of Brigadier-General Mott:

J. 11. LOCKWOOD,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- GeneraJ.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Third Div., Second Army Corps,
August 27, 1864.

Maj. John Hancock,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Army Corps:

Ma.jor: I have the honor to report that the colored troops on my
immediate left were this morning relieved by the First Brigade, Third
Division, Ninth Army Corjis, commanded by Brigadier-General Hart-
ranft.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. E. PIEECE,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Davis House Signal Station,
August 27, 1864—9.40 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The enemy shows a strong line of men this a. m. loitering behind
the works in front of lead-works. About 300 yards left of lead-

works I see through an opening in the trees a double line of works,
the second about 200 yards behind the first. At intervals through the
woods, for a quarter of a mile right and left of lead-works, 1 can see

breast-works thrown u}). 1 do not know whether any of these works
iiave been before reported. 1 see no guns in any of them, nor any
unusual activity of working parties.

Eespectfully, &c.,

CFIAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain and Signal Officer.

35 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Davis House Signal Station,
AiKjust 27j

1864—9.50 a. m.
Lienteiiant-Colonel Locke,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

About 100 cavalry, with one ambulance, have just passed a point on
Squirrel road 300 yards left of lead-works, moving toward our left.

Eespectfully, &c.,

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Ca2)tainj Signal Corps

^
JJ. 8. Army.

Davis House Signal Station,
August 27, 1864—10.15 a. m.

Colonel Locke :

9.30.—A column of infantry, about 200 strong, moved to our left on
Squirrel road. The enemy have just relieved their ])ickets on left of
railroad. No other movement is visible, except small working parties

at different points on their line.

Eespectfully,
GEO. J. CLAEKE,

Signal Officer.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Augtist 27, 1864—8 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The following movements have been seen to-day since my report of
9.50 a. m. : At 11.30 a. m. about 100 cavalry passed a point on Squirrel

road, 300 yards left of lead-works, moving toward the right; iirobably
the same force that moved to the left at 9.40 a. m. At 3 p. m. a section

of artillery passed same point, going to the left. At 5 p. m. about 200
men, with intrenching tools, came outside the works in front of lead-

works and passed to the left out of view. At G p. m. about 300 men
advanced to the front and passed into the woods out of view. I think
they Avere going on iiicket.

Eespectfully,
CHAS. L. DAVIS,

Gaptain, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 27, 1861—9 a. m.

General Ayres:
General : I wish you would have your pioneers clear out all the

obstructions in the draining ditches in the field Avhere Ave are now, and
good Avagoii road bridges put over them AvhereA^er needed, instead of
the filling of rails and earth they iioaa' have in places. AVe must make
every elfort to secure good drainage in order to i)re\a‘nt sickness.

Eespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

(Same to General Crawford.)
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifth Corps,
No. 49. )

August 27^ 1864.

1. Colonel Hofmann’s brigade. Fourth Division, having been tempo-
rarily assigned to this division, will be designated Third Brigade, Sec-

ond 13ivision, in future.

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres:
GEO. L. CHOISY,

First Lieutenant^ Aide-de-Camg)^ and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 27

j
1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have 'the honor to report that nothing imnsnal has transpired on
my front during the past twenty-four hours. Some little iiicket-firing

occurred in front of the Fourth Division about 9.30 p. m. No enemy
has been seen, excepting two or three, probably scouts, about one mile
in our front. The First and Third Divisions have relieved the Fourth
on the line and it is now going into camp in the vicinity of the Gurley
house. I propose moving my headquarters to-day to the vicinity of the
Aiken house.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27^ 1864.

General Parke:
General Meade desires me to withdraw five batteries from your

corps. Will you inform Colonel Monroe which ones you wish to retain ?

Tell him to come and see me to-morrow to make the necessary arrange-
ments.

H. J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General.

Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,
Aiigust 27^ 1864.

Colonel Monroe,
Chief of Artillery^ Ninth Corps :

Eight guns from your corps are ordered to Baltimore. Send a sec-

tion each of Eaton’s, Rogers’, Mayo’s, and of Start’s batteries to City
I'oint to rei)ort to Colonel Bowers, adjutant-general to General Grant.
The cannoneers need not go with them. The horses and drivers you
will direct to return to their batteries as soon as the guns are turned
over at City Point. They will bring back the caissons with them if

those are not needed. Rogers’ and Start’s batteries are with the corps.
Eaton’s and Mayo’s being in the works here, I will give them their
orders. I wish you would hurry Rogers and Start. Inform me at once
of the receipt of this, and of your action, and report when the sections
leave.

HENRY J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27^ 1864—11.10 a. m.

General J. G. Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The commanding general, accomi)anied by Lientenant-General Grant,
has just left here for General Warren’s headquarters, and desires that
you will meet him at General Warren’s. Please acknowledge.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 27^ 1864—11.45 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Dispatch of 11.10 received. Will meet the lieutenant-general and
the commanding general Army of the Potomac at General Warren’s
headquarters.

JNO. G. PAPKE,
Major- Geiieral.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 27.^ 1864.

Brig, Gen, Seth Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Army of the Potomac:

In reply to your dispatch of this date, I have the honor to state that
on the 24th instant I forwarded you a statement of the casualties in

the Ninth Army Corps on the 18th and 19th instant, including both
White’s and Willcox’s divisions, as follows: Killed, 3 commissioned
officers and 44 enlisted men

;
wounded, 22 commissioned officers and

211 enlisted men; missing, 1 commissioned officer and 86 enlisted men;
total, 2() commissioned officers and 341 enlisted men; aggregate, 367.

On the 26th, as directed, I forwarded the following report of my
casualties on the 20tlLand 21st instant for the cor})s: Killed, 9 enlisted

men; wounded, 4 commissioned officers and 41 enlisted men; missing,
4 commissioned officers and 132 enlisted men; total, 8 commissioned
officers and 177 enlisted men; aggregate, 185.

Consolidated report for the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st instant: Killed,

3 commissioned officers and 53 enlisted men; wounded, 26 commis-
sioned officers and 252 enlisted men; missing, 5 commissioned officers

and 218 enlisted men; total, 34 commissioned officers and 518 enlisted

men; aggregate, 552.*

JNO. G. PAPKE,
Major- General., Commanding.

Circular.] Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 27, 1864.

The orders from headquarters Army of the Potomac requiring that

sui)pliesto be carried from the plaids road to the Weldon railroad on
pack-mules having been rescinded, division commanders are hereby

But see revised statement, Part I, p. 127.
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directed to make all necessary repairs on the roads leading from their

commands to the plank road^ keeping them in good order without fur-

ther orders.

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:
ROBT. A. HUTCHINS,
AsHistant Adjutcmt- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27j 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomac :

General : I have the honor to ask if General Kantz will make his

reports directly to headquarters Army of the Potomac and will receive

his instructions directly from there ? General Kautz’s headquarters are
still at Lucas’, on the Prince George Court-House stage road. Until the
present, I have kept one brigade on the Weldon railroad, between Gen-
eral Warren’s position and Reams’. The other, which covered the
return of tlie Second Corps from Reams’, is on the plank road at Tem-
ple’s, these brigades connecting their pickets between the plank road
and the railroad, and to General Warren’s left. I will to-day concen-
trate my command as directed, which will give me an opportunity of
shoeing, and also of feeding hay. The swamp crossing the plank road
between Temide’s and the Williams house is now full of water wsuitable

for horses. I will select a camp so that my horses may be watered in

this swamp.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers., Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Grego, Commanding Cavalry

:

I have your dispatch of this morning, informing me that you would
concentrate your division as directed. The order of last evening was
not intended to direct the concentration of your division, but merely to

indicate that it would picket, watch, and hold against the enemy’s cav-
alry a certain part of the Hank and rear of the army. The disposition
you had made of it was considered judicious. General Kautz will

receive his instructions from you and make his reports to you, com-
municating to these headquarters anything requiring immediate atten-
tion from it. This dispatch is not intended to interfere with such dis-

position of your division or of Kautz’s as you may deem best suited to

carry out the objects indicated in your instructions, you reporting any
changes you may make in the positing of your troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Geiieral and Chief of t8taff.

Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Div., Army of the Potomac,
August 27, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomae:

General: This morning I sent a communication to the commanding
officer of the cavalry at Reams’ Station requesting that 1 might be
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allowed to send burial parties on the field at Eeams’ Station. The
officer coininanding the rebel i)icket north of the station first promised
an answer in ten minutes; then, later, stated that an answer Avould be
given in an hour by General Butler. My staff officer waited an hour
and a half beyond the appointed time and then returned to my head-
quarters Avithqut ail answer. The officer commanding the rebel pickets
stated that we had about 200 dead on the field, and of these fifty had
been buried, and that small parties were still employed in burying the
dead; that all our wounded had been removed save about twenty still

in the church at the station.

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
D. McM. GKEGG,

Briijadier-Oeneral of Volunteers.

There are two of our medical officers with the wounded at the church.
The officer stated that these wounded would be removed to-day.

Special Ordees, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
No. 78. ) August 27, :18G4.###****

2. Col. Charles H. Smith, First Maine Cavalry, having reported for

duty, is hereby assigned to the temporary command of the Second
Brigade, Second Division, cavalry.

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
II. C. WEIE,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 27., 1864—4.50 p. m.

General Ord:
I have just received a signal dispatch that eighteen cars, heavily

loaded with troops, havejust passed the Junction, en route to Bichinoud,
and sent a copy to General Grant.

J. VV. SHAEFEE,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27y 1864.

Maj or-Gei iera! Ord :

I hear firing in your direction. Is anvthing going on'?

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

tr

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field., August 27^ 1864.

General Meade:
General Ord directs me to reply to your telegraph that there has

been no firing on his line between the James and A])pomattox, with
the exception of a few guns, which amounted to nothing.

GEO. A. KENSEL,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aeting Chief of Staff.
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August 27, 18G4.

Colonel Smith,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

A small brigade of infantry and eight army wagons have moved
toward our right, on the road to Kichmond.

CHAS. F. OEOSS,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. O.,
"

No. 235. j In the Field, Va., August 27, 1864.*******
YII. The Thirty-seventh IT. S. Colored Troops will be sent to Wilson’s

Wharf, James liiver, and the Tentli U. S. Colored Troops to City Point.

Quartermaster’s department will furnish transportation.
* * * * * * . *

XII. Col. E. B. Grubb, Thirty-seven th New JerseyYolunteers,will call

in all detachments of that regiment and will then iiroceed to report to

Ma;j. Gen. D. B. Birney, commanding Tenth Corps.
By command of Major-General Ord

:

K. S. DAYIS,
Assistant A djutant- Genera 1.

Ordnance Office, Fort Monroe Arsenal,
Old Point Comfort, Va., August 27, 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Train, Broadumy Landing, Va.

:

Sir: Your letter of the 23d, with requisition for 100 13-inch mortar
shells, was received yesterday, and the shells will be shipped to Colonel
Pitkin to-day. With regard to ammunition for siege guns I would
state that I shall probably be able to store all that may be received
here until you want it. In case I can not do so I will inform you of the
fact. Your requisitions for 8-inch shells have all been filled, but I have
more on hand which can be sent you if you desire it. The Coehorn
mortar ammunition has been and will be sent forward as fast as received.

Bespectfully, your obedient servant,
T. EPSON,

Captain of Ordnance, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 27, 1864.

Major-General Birney :

The following statement from the provost-marshal-general’s olfice is

sent for your information

:

Major-General Humphreys:
A deserter from Sixty-first Georgia, Clingman^s brigade, Hoke’s division, who just

arrived here, reports that he left his regiment last night; that they were then lying
between City Point railroad and the Appomattox River. He is a Prussian and under-
stands very little English, and knows little of the enemy’s organizations, hut he
seems quite certain that the balance of Hoke’s division is lying in the trenches on
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the right of Clingman. He says they are Georgia and South Carolina troops. He
reports that the enemy had a mine dug in front of his brigade, and that about a week
ago,it lilled with water and caved in. He says it commenced about thirty yards in
rear of their works, running parallel with the railroad until it approaches near our
lines, when it was turned short to the right. He also explains the use of the tool of
which I sent draft several days ago. He says it is used for boring holes in the earth
in front of enemy’s works, forming listening galleries to guard against our mining.
He states that they have a row of holes about ten feet apart all along the front of
Clingman’s brigade.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Angust 27., 1864.

General Humphreys :

The story of the deserter agrees with our own ideas, and we will be
prepared for it. The place selected is a good one for us.

D. B. BIENEY, •

Major-General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 107. ] In the Field, August 27, 1864.

1. The troops recently constituting the Third Division of this corps,

under Brig. Gen. O. S. Eerry, U. S. Volunteers, having been mustered
out of the service. General Ferry will turn over the records and public
property belonging to headquarters of the division to Brig. Gen. Will-

iam Birney, commanding colored brigade, and will also order his staff

officers, exceftt his aide-de-camp, to report to him. Brigadier-General
Eerrj^ will report for orders to the major-general commanding the
department.

2. Colonel Grubb, commanding Thirty-seventh New Jersey Volun-
teers, will report to Brigadier-General Birney.

3. The Thirty-seventh U. S. Colored Troofis, as soon as relieved from
their present fmsitiou, will proceed, via City Point, to AVilson’s Wharf
and relieve the 100-days’ troops now stationed there. The quarter-
master will furnish transportation to City Point by rail, if possible.

4. The Tenth U. S. Colored Troops will be relieved by Brigadier-
General Birney after dark to-night, and will proceed to City Point,
relieving the regiment of 100-days’ men on duty there.

* * # * # * *-

Bv command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
liefore Fetershurg, Va., August 27, 1864.

As soon as the corps is together the line to be defended by it will be
divided between Brigadier-Generals Terry, Birney, and Foster, General
Terry on the left. General Birney on the center, and General Foster on
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the riglit. Lieuteiiant-Oolonel Jackson, assistant inspector-general,

will make tlie division of line with regard to the number of troops

under command of each general, who will be responsible for their lines,

as to artillery, pickets, and defense, and as to connections right and
left. Each commander will have his troops together with a reserve
sufficient to relieve troops frequently from trenches. Three days’

rations will be kept on hand, and half-rations whisky can. be issued

on order of division commanders to troops on fatigue. Weak points

should be defended by additional abatis and vigilant jnckets and
reserves. Tlie artillery must be well supported and its officers con-

tinually on the alert, especially at or before daybreak.
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Ord:

Hatcher’s, August 27
^
1864.

(Received 10.35 a. m.)

General Foster wishes to know when you expect him to leave with
his other brigades.

THEO. READ,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

August 27, 1864.

Major Read,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Hatcheds :

General Foster will not leave until he is relieved by other troops,

either to-night or to-morrow morning.
GEO. A. KENSEL,

Acting Chief of Staff.

Butler’s Headquarters,
August 27

y
1864.

General Foster:
I will relieve you just as soon as General Carr comes over with his

command from the other side of A[)pomattox. I have so telegraphed
General Birney.

ORD,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Betershurg, Va., Atigust 27, 1864.

Col. A. A. Rand,
Commanding Fourth Massachusetts Volunteer Cavalry

:

Colonel: Tlie major-general commanding directs that you detail
Major Stevens with fifty mounted men to relieve the mounted picket
now on duty on the A])j)omattox River. The men will take with them
three days’ rations. You will direct Major Stevens to report in person
at these headquarters for instructions without delay.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
An(jmt 27^ 18(7i—3.7)0 j). m.

Col. A. A. Band,
Commandinfi Fourth Massacliusetts Cavalry:

The major-general commanding directs that you relieve with your
command the Thirty-seventh U. S. Colored Troops, now on duty in the
front. You will move immediately under the guidance of a staff officer,

who will be sent you for the purpose.
Kespectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second -Division, Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., Auqust 27. 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. AY. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant-General^ Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: Pursuant to your instructions I had the troops of my
command in readiness to move as soon as relieved by those of Briga-
dier-General Carr’s division, but previous to the arrival of that officer

I received instructions from Major-General Ord not to send from this

portion of the line more troops than General Carr brought. Ascertain-
ing that General Carr had but 1,400 men with him, I sent Colonel Cur-
tis’ brigade and the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Eegiment, in all

about 1,500 men, and by direction of Major General Ord remained in

command of the other two brigades of my division. 1 directed Colonel
Curtis to report to you on arrival. General Ames’ division and two
brigades of General Carr’s division are here, and I can see no reason
why my command could not all move now, but General Ord’s order
prevented. I shall use every endeavor to get nij?^ other two brigades
relieved during the day or to-night, and, if possible, will reach my posi-

tion before Petersburg during the night. I send this by Lieutenant
Barnard, of my staff*, who can give you any information regarding my
situation.

Kespectfully, yours,
K. S. FOSTER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

[Indorsement.]

It

Send a staff officer and let him relieve the rest of Carr’s division,

will save him some marching.
1). B. BIRNEA",

Major-General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., IOtii Army Corps,
Ko. 25. i

Fear HatcheCs, Va., August 27^ 1864.

Capt. P. A. Davis, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, is re-

announ(*ed on the staff* of the brigadier-general commanding. All offi-

cial communications for these headquarters will be addressed to him.

By order of Brig. Gen. K. S. Foster:
P. A. DAAHS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 10th Army Corps,
No. 81. )

Near Hatcher^s, Ya., August 27^ 1864.

1.

Col. W. B. Barton, Forty- eiglitli New York Volunteers, having
reported for duty, will assume command of the Second Brigade, Second
Division.

* * * * * ' # #

By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster:
P. A. DAVIS,

Capiam and Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) IIdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 109. 3 In the Fields Ue., August 27^ 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr will, with his division, occupy the right

of the line of defenses, extending from the James Eiver to Battery
No. o. One brigade should occupy the space on the left of the line

from Battery No. 5 to about 200 yards to the right of Battery No. 3,

and the other brigades extended according to the strength of the line

occupied, his jiickets covering his front on the picket-line extending
to the left as far as where that line crosses a ravine in front of Battery
No. 7.

II. Brig. Gen. A. Ames will, with his division, occupy the left of the
line of defenses, extending from General CarFs left to the Appomattox
Eiver, arranging his brigades so as to cover the most exposed parts of

the line with a heavy force. His pickets will take the picket-line from
General Carr’s at the crossing of the ravine in front of Battery No. 7 to

the Appomattox Eiv-er.

III. Each division commander will appoint for his division a perma-
nent chief of outposts and pickets who will attend to posting the divis-

ion pickets and visit them at such times as may be directed. The picket
duty is of vital importance, and all officers and men are expected when
on such duty to attend to it, as when in turn they are off picket their

safety and quiet depends on the vigilance of those on picket. These
latter should never be surprised or stamxieded.
IV. Infantry will be detailed to support the artillery in redoubt in

front of each division by the respective commanders of such divisions.

y. Eegular x)arade, drills, and roll-calls will be resumed, proper calls

being .sounded. Bands when ])racticing will be sent to the rear.

By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:
THEODOEE EEAD,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
• Eo. 82. 3 City Pointy Uu., August 28

,
1864.

I. Hereafter deserters from the Confederate Army who deliver them-
selves up to the U. S. forces Avill, on taking an oatii tliat they will not
agaiu take u}) arms during the present rebellion, be furnished subsist-
ence and free transportation to their homes if the same are within the
lines of Federal (X'cupation. If their homes are not within such lines
they will be furnished subsistence and free transportation to any point
in the Northern States. All deserters Avho take the oath of allegiance
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will, if they desire it, be given employment in the quartermaster and
other departments of the army, and the same remuneration paid them
as is given to civilian employes for similar services. Forced military

duty or service endangering them to capture by the Confederate forces

will not be exacted from such as give themselves up to the U. S. mili-

tary authorities.*******
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 28.) 1864—11 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Fortress Monroe:

I have nothing particular to report this morning. There was a little

more brisk firing than usual about 3 a. m., apparently on the lines of
Mott and Birney. As no report has been received of it it is presumed
to have been without consequence. A flag of truce sent in to Reams’
Station yesterday by General Gregg, proposing to send a working
party to bury our dead*, was declined by General Wade Hampton on
the ground that his people were then engaged in burying onr dead, es-

timated at 200 in number, and that our wounded had all been
removed. A congratulatory order of General Lee in yesterday’s Pe-
tersburg paper claims 0 guns, 7 colors, and 2,000 prisoners as the
result of the battle at Reams’.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Atigust 28, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: On examination of deserters from the enemy this morn-
ing I find that Fry’s and Davis’ brigades, of Heth’s division, and Har-
ris’, Wright’s, and Finegan’s, of Mahone’s division, still retain their

old positions in the trenches. The general supposition is that the bal-

ance of the two named divisions are lying in reserve inside the enemy’s
works. I cannot locate Wilcox’s division, but deserters all say that
all the troops which fought the Fifth [Second] Corps at Reams’ Station
returned to within the trenches, or enemy’s line, around I’etersburg.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Caffain, Ac.

Headquarters,
August 28, 1864—7.35 p. m. (Received 7.45 i). m.)

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

One deserter from Twenty-fifth Virginia Battalion, an organization
raised for local defense in Richmond, now temjiorarily attached to Ben-
ning’s brigade, came in to-day at Deep Bottom; brings no news. A



Chap. LIV.] 557CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

few refugees from Eiclimoud agree as to the hard times in that local-

ity, but have no military information. One of them says the report is

current that General Lee says he will drive us off the Weldon road if

it takes all his army to do it.

FRED. L. MAEMNG,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 28^ 1864,

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch received from the plank road
station

:

7 A. M.

All quiet and no change perceived in eneiny^s lines or camps. They continue to

work on fortihcations in vicinity of large fort near Weldon railroad.
H. W. FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Ilajor and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 28y 1864.

Mai. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following intercepted rebel messages liave just been
received from the signal officer at the Jordan house and are respect-

fully forwarded

:

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

One gun-boat above pontoon. No movements of enemy observed this p. m.

(Same to A. B.)

August 28, 1864—8.40 a. m.
Colonel Brent,

A ssistant A dju tan t-Gen era I

:

A battery of eighteen pieces, eight horses to each piece, eight horses to each cais-

son, passing open space to left of Cobb’s going toward pontoon. About twenty-fivo
wagons passing on road going toward Cobb’s.

R.,
Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

10.15 A. M.
Colonel Brent,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

A battery of artillery have come from the enemy’s front in Chesterfield and halted
in open s])ace to left of Cobb’s. Thirty wagons have passed open space going to-
ward pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

R.,

Sergeant at C.
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Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

A battery of six pieces of artillery, six horses to each, have just passed the Jordan
farm, have now halted in rear of Battery No. 5; were not there at daylight.

R.,

Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Artillery followed by six wagons going toward pontoon from open space to our
left of Cobb’s.

R.,

Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

Colonel Brent,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

Eighteen pieces of artillery before reported did not cross pontoon. Battery
reported in open space has moved in direction of Bermuda Hundred. Some twenty
wagons crossed pontoon from the Prince George side and are now passing open space
going toward enemy’s front in Chesterfield. Wagon train and ambulances crossed
pontoon going toward Bermuda Hundred. There is an increase of tents in rear of
open space. Aboiit 100 horses were taken from the right of same place going to

water from which I think there is a cavalry or artillery force there.
R.,^

' Sergeant at C.

(Same to A. B.)

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

B. F. FISHEE,
Major and Chief Signal Officer^ Army of the Potomac.

Plank Koad Signal Station,
August 28

,
1864—7 j). m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
All quiet. Two battery flags on new works near Weldon railroad.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
August 28, 1864.

Maj. W. G. Mitchell,
Aide-de-Camp, Second Army Corps:

Major: In reply to your note of yesterday concerning recommenda-
tion of colonels previously recommended for promotion, now to receive
brevets, I have the honor to recommend for a brevet, for gallant and
meritorious conduct. Col. James A. Beaver, One hundred and forty-

eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, who has already been recommended
by his former conimauders for promotion to the rank of brigadier-gen-
eral, and Avho lost his leg at Eeams’ Station, August 25. Although not
among those mentioned in your uote as having been previously recom-
mended for promotion, I desire to recommend for the brevet rank of

brigadier-general, Lieut. Col. K. O. Broady, Sixty-first New York Vol-
unteers, who has for some time held the commission of colonel in his

regiment, but cannot be mustered on account of the iiisufiicient num-
bers of his regiment. Colonel Broady is an officer of proved ability.

He commanded tke Fourth Brigade of this division in the action of
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August 25 until wounded, wlien he was obliged to leave the field. I

consider that the service would be benefited by the conferring ui)Ou

him of the additional rank desired.

Very respectfully,
NELSON A. MILES,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding Division.

General Orders,
\
Hdqrs. Second Oiv., 2d Army Corps,

No. 01. ) August 28^ 1864.

The number of colors lost recently in this commajid calls for special

notice from the in aij or-general commanding the division. A written

report will be required from each regimental commander losing a color

on the 25th instant; and in every case where there appears to have
been no adequate reason for the loss the regiment will not be per-

mitted to carry any colors until it demonstrates in action its ability to

l)rotect them. This rule will hereafter be followed in regard to all

colors lost in battle, that the absence of them ina}^ be a standing
reproach to those unable or unwilling to defend them.
By command of Major-General Gibbon, commanding division:

A. IIENKY EMBLEK,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Colonel Locke:

Davis House Signal Station,
August 28, 1864—7 p. m.

3.15 p. m. the enemy marched a column of infiintry north on Weldon
railroad. They were about 800 strong. Everything very quiet.

Eespectfully,
GEO. J. CLABKE,

First Lieutenant a7id Signal Officer.

Circular.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 28, 1864—4.20 a. m.

Division commanders will hold their commands in readiness for

instant service in any direction they may be needed.
By command of Major-General Vi^arren:

. A. S. MAKVIN, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
August 28, 1864—0.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired in my
front during the last twenty-four hours. I have had a survey made of
the line and am now making some imxnoveincuts in its location, mainly
to jilace the men on dry ground.

JNO. G. PAKKE,
Major- General.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ninth Army Corps,
No. 45. i August 28^ 1864.

I. In ac(5or(lance with Special Orders, No. 155, paragraph 2, head-
quarters Ninth Army Corps, of tliis date, the undersigned assumes
temporary command of the First Division, Ninth Army Corps.

II. The staff will remain the same as before, with the addition of First

Lieut. R. A. Watts, Seventeentli Michigan Volunteers, aide-de-camp,
who Avill be obeyed and respected accordingly.

J. F. HARTRANFT,
Brigadier- General^ U. 8. Volunteers.

Hdqrs. Second Div. Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 28y 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket-

line from James River to the left of the Fifth Army Corps. General
Kautz reports one man wounded by a guerrilla near Rollins’ house, on
the Powhatan road. The picket-line of the Second Division is complete
from Gary’s Church, on the plank road, to tlie railroad near the Wyatt
road, thence to Warren’s left. One brigade is posted between the plank
road and the Williams house, and one brigade between the Williams
house and Doctor Gurley’s. A sketch of the picket-line will be forwarded
as soon as practicable.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of^ Chief Signal Officer,

August 28, 1864. (Received 6.50 p. m.)

Col. J. W. Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports that at 6.15 ]l m.
.

a train often cars loaded with troops passed the Juiiction toward Peters-

burg.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. B. NORTON,
CaiHain and Chief Signal Officer.

Telegraph this to General Ord.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 28

y
1864. (Received 12.50 p. m.)

Major-General Ord :

A quartermaster is here stating that he has orders at once to take all

the details from the depots. It will be impossible for me to relieve

those details until the troops of General Foster and Thirty-seventh New
Jersey arrive. You know the length of my line and that it needs all
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of my troops. I am expecting Foster and Tbirty- seven tli New Jersey
hourly. Until they come the taking away of your details from depots
will make it impossible to send others. All of your corps has been
relieved excei)t those. The enemy made a sharp attack on my line at

daylight.
D. B. BIRNEY,

Major- Genera 1.

Hatcher’s, Angtist 28
^
1864 .

Major-General Birney:
If Colonel Grubb had obeyed my orders yesterday he would have

been able to have relieved the quartermaster’s employes before this,

lie had positive orders to inarch some time ago, and if you can send down
and get a detail from him before you can call back the quartermaster’s

l)arty, you had better do so and can take your choice. This dispatch
will be your authority.

E. O. 0. OKI),
Major- General.

August 28, 18G4—12.55 p. m.
Major-General Birney:

I have directed Colonel McGilvery, as department commander, to

remain here until all my batteries are in place and the officers fully

instructed as to their duties, range, &c. Colonel Piper has the same
instructions on your side of the river, and will not be relieved by you
until you wish it.

E. O. C. OBD,
Major-General.

August 28, 18()1.

Major-General Birney :

Colonel McGilvery has been ordered to report to you.
E. O. C. OBD,

Major- General.

August 28, 1864.

Major-General Birney:
1 ins])ecte(l the front formerly occupied by General Foster at sunset

last night, and General Carr’s division was there on the ground. Gen-
eral Foster should have reached you last night. Colonel Grubb sent
me word a few moments ago that General Birney had authorized him
to stay at Fort Convei se. If you choose to keep the details of Colonel
Cole’s cavalry and let Colonel Grubb’s regiment remain where it is I

have no objection, but the only way to get scattered men to tlieir com-
mands is to order them i)eremptorily to join, and api)lications will soon
come in for new details. I had so ordered with Colonel Grubb’s regi-

ment and with the details from the Tenth Coit)s at ihe depots. City
Point, railroad, or elsewhere.

E. O. C. OBD,
Major- General.

36 R R—VOL XLII, FT II
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Hatcher’s, Aiuju^t 28^ 1864—2.20 p. m.
Maj. Geii. T>. B: Birney:

I have just learned that General Foster is still here, and he is ordered
to move at once to join you. This is due to misunderstanding as to

when he was relieved. General Carr not having reported him relieved

to these headquarters or notifying him that he was relieved.

E. O. 0. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 28, 1864.

General Birney :

General : I packed up and started for your headquarters this morn-
ing. General Ord detained me and says I must remain here to-day to

instruct his battery officers the range to different points of the enemy’s
line. Captain James, Third Ehode Island Artillery, who reports with
his battery to you this morning, took a memorandum of all the batteries
on your line yesterday for me and is doubtless prepared to give you any
information in regard to them that you may require. I have shown
your last dispatch to General Ord. He says I must remain, neverthe-
less, and give the above-mentioned information. I shall come as soon
as I can get away.

Eespectfully,
F. McGILVEEY,

Colonel and Chief of Artillery.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Hiv., Tenth Army Corps,
Nio. 104. ( Before Petersburg, Va., August 28, 1864.

* • # * # # * *
'

4. The position of the troops of this division in the trenches is re-

assigned as follows, viz

:

First. The First Brigade, Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, commanding, will occupy their present front with
two regiments in the trenches and two in reserve.

Second. The'Second Brigade, Col. J. K. Hawley, Seventh Connecti-
cut Volunteers, commanding, will rest its left as now, connecting with
the right of the First Brigade, extending on the right to a point about
520 yards to the left of the Hare house. Colonel Hawley will place
one- half of his trooi)s in the trenches and the other half in reserve, pro-

vided that one-half of his force will give not less than one man to every
yard of the front assigned to him. Only one of the two regiments
armed with Spencer rifles will be i)laced in the front line at once, and
the men now on the line between the Hare house and the front, 520
yards to the left of it, Avill not be removed until relieved by the troops
of Brigadier-General Birney’s command.

Third. The Third Brigade, Col. H. M. Plaisted, Eleventh Maine A^ol-

unteers, commanding, will occupy the ground between the left of the
First Brigade and Mott’s division, of the Second Corps. Colonel
iflaisted will place one-half of his men on the front line and one-half in

reserve, provided that one-half of his force will be sufficient to place
not less than one man to the yaid in the trenches.
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Fourth. Tlie reserves will relieve the troops in the trenches once in

forty-eight hours.
* * * * * ^ *

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry

:

A. TEKBY,
Assistant A djutant- Genera J.

IIdqrs. First Brio., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Near Hateher^Sj F«., August 28^ 186i,

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
A ssista n t Adjutant- Genera I :

Colonel: In comidiance Avith instructions from corps headquarters,

I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from Brig. Gen.
B. S. Foster, I left the defenses at Bermuda Hundred, Battery No. 0,

at G.15 a. m. on the 27th instant, Avith the folloAving troops, viz: One
hundred and forty-second, One hundred and seventeenth. One hundred
and tAvelfth, and Third Ncav York Volunteers, and the Twenty-fourth
Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers, numbering in alloT commissioned
officers and 1,580 enlisted men

;
and that I reported at the headquar-

ters Tenth Army Cories, near Petersburg, Ya., at 10 a. m. the same day,
with 57 officers and 1,577 men, three men having been excused and sent
to the rear by the surgeon. At 6 p. m. 1 AAms assigned aiiositiou on the
right of the line before Petersburg, as follows: three regiments Avith

their right resting on the river and their left resting at the mortar and
light 12-pounder battery, posted on the right of the race-course, and
one regiment assigned to picket duty on the Appomattox EHer, their

left resting near the Dunn house
;
the Twenty-fourth Massachusetts

Volunteers Avas, by direction of the commanding general, reported to
Brig. Gen. A. II. Terry at 1 p. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. M. CUETTS,
Colonel 142d Netv Yorlc Volunteers^ Conimanding Brigade.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 28

y
1864—11 a. m.

Captain Weir,
Assistant Adjutayit-General^ Cavalry Division:

Captain : Lhave to report one man Avouuded of the Eleventh Pennsjd-
vania Cavalry last night on picket near Eollins’ house, on the Pow-
liatan road. He was hred upon three or four times and struck in three
places Avith buckshot and horse killed. In other respects the line has
been undisturbed.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

[August 29, 1804.—For Grant to Halleck, referring incidentally to
Sheridan’s operations in the Shenandoah Valley and the return of the
Sixth Army Corps to the Army of the Potomac, see Vol. XXXIX.
Part II, p. 313.]
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 29, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

1 have nothing* of importance to report this morning. The 13-inch

mortar has been placed in battery on the right of the Tenth Cories

front, and from time to time throws shell at the railroad depot in Peters-

burg. The difficulty of supplying the troops on the Weldon railroad,

and tlie advantage of greater facility in moving troops from left to right

of our extended line, has caused my attention to be called to the expedi-

ency of extending the City Point railroad to the Weldon railroad in

rear of our lines. A survey by the engineers proves the scheme quite

feasible, and there is ample material in the shape of rails and ties on
the Norfolk road. The labor, therefore. Would consist in the trans-

portation of this material, tlie grading and laying of the track. Tlie

engineers estimate it would require a mouth to complete the work, but
I am of the opinion, by i^lacing a large force on it, it could be done in a
shorter time. The quCvStion of its expediency is greatly dependent on
the proposed future operations, and is therefore submitted to you for

judgment. If it is contemplated the army will remain in its present
position for any considerable time over the period, three weeks, required
to construct the road, I think it would pay, as unless this is done we
shall have to build, at least, two corduroy roads between the plank road
and Weldon railroad. Eeport from signal officer just in indicates a
movement of the enemy’s infantry from their right to left. Troops
are seen passing in that direction this morning.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., August 29, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

I will direct work to be commenced on the railroad extension at once.

I do not want to giveup the Weldon road, if it can be avoided, until we
get Kichmond. That may be months yet. To facilitate operations,

wagons returning from near the Norfolk road and from the Weldon
road should throw in a light load of rails and bring them to the present
depot. No rails should be brought from the Norfolk road east of

where the proposed road will intersect it, unless the engineers deem it

expedient to haul in Avagons all the rails that Avill be required. When
the road is finished to that point, a train of cars could be run down the
road and used to bring up the rails. Again, if wagons were to be used
exclusively in placing rails where they are wanted, four parties could
work at once—one from the Weldon road north, two from the Norfolk
road (one north, the other south), and one from the City Point road.

The manner of doing the Avork Avill be submitted to the engineers.

U. S. GKANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., August 29, 1864.

(HeceiA^ed 1 p. m.)

Major-General Meade :

If Captain Michler can possibly be spared, direct him to report here
for orders. I want an engineer officer to report to General Sheridan
for duty.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
A9, 7S6'4—5 j;. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I cannot possibly si:)are Major Micliler. Two officers, Captains Men-
(lell and Turnbull, have recently been taken away. Major Duami’s
liealtli is precarious and I am daily expecting his being obliged to leave

on this account. Micliler is the only officer of experience I have to act

as chief engineer. In our present position the engineers are very much
occupied. Besides field-works, there are the surveys for roads, the
obtaining a knowledge of the topography of the country, countermin-
ing, and a variety of miscellaneous duties which are constantly arising

and would prevent the reduction of the engineering force of this army.
If it is deemed imperative to take an officer from this army, I would
prefer the detachment of Captain Harwood, but I hope some one may
be found other than those now here.

GEO. G. MEADE,
M^fjor- General.

City Point, Ya., August 1804—1.20 p. n\.

Major-General Meade:
I ])resume that our cavalry is so disposed that the enemy cannot

come around Warren’s fiank and attack in rear Avithout our having
timely notice. If they should make such an attack Warren should
move with every man he has and trust to getting back his position

after a battle.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 20

j
1804—1.20 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Your dispatch of 1 .20 received. Kautz’s division of cavalry watches
our rear from the Jerusalem plaids road to the James. Gregg’s division
l)ickets from the Jerusalem plank road Avest, around our rear, and to
VVbii’ren’s left. Any movement of the enemy, such as you indicate,
Avould therefore be known. There is no indication of any such move-
ment. Perhaps iny dispatch of this a. m. may have been accidentally
either erroneously written or misapprehended. I desire to say the
enemy’s infantry had been seen jiassing from the vicinity of lead
Avorks toward Petersburg, apparently moving to their left. I have
four divisions of infantry in reserve, ready to meet any movement in
our rear or on the left.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, Ya., August 29, 1804.
Brig. Gen. R. Ingalls,

Chief Quartermaster Armies Operating against liichmond

:

You will please extend the City Point Railroad with the least ju acti-

cable delay to the Weldon railroad, the extension to pass in rear of our
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present lines, and at points giving tlie greatest accommodations to our
troops. Telegraphs marked A and B on tlie subject are respectfully
inclosed for your information.*
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

ITeadquarters Armies of the United States,
Office of Chief (Quartermaster,

August 29^ 1864.

Mnj. J. C. Duane,
Chief Engineer Army of the Foto^nac^ General Meade’s Hdqrs.

:

Tlie survey was made at the time by competent engineers; the dis-

tance was about four or five miles; cost of construction about $75,000;
time, four weeks. It was tliouglit by General Grant that further action

would be unnecessary
;
but if General Meade desires a road constructed

in rear of his lines 1 will have a cheap temporary track laid down that
will not cost much nor take much time.

EUFUS IKGALLS,
Brigadier-General and Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 29, 1864—3 ir m.

Brigadier-General Inoalls :

Major Duane has shown me your dispatch offering to build the rail-

road from the City Point road to the Weldon road. I shall be very
glad to accept your offer. All the labor you want can be furnished by
details. There is ample material on the Norfolk road. Possibly even
the ties on that road may be available. At any rate, we can get all

the material on the ground in advance of the preparation of the bed of

the roadway. I have directed Duane to confer with you.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, Ya., August 29, 1864.

(Eeceived 11.30 p. m.)

General M. C. Meigs,
Quartermaster- General

:

General Grant has ordered me to extend the City Point Eailroad to

the Weldon road at once in rear of our lines. 1 have ordered Avork to

be commenced at once and to be pushed forward as rapidly as possible.

Detail will be made from the troops to assist. Will you please direct

Colonel McCallum to send additional men and the necessary material
to (‘omiAlete this Avork without any delay? General Grant is anxious
to haA^e it comifieted at the earliest moment possible.

EUFUS U7GALLS,
Chief Q ua rterm aster.

* See Meade to Grant, 11.45 a. in., and Grant’s rejily, p. 5G4.
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City Point, Va., August 29, 1804.

(lieceivecl 11 p. m.)

Major Wentz,
Chief Engineer and Superintendent^ Alexandria :

I have just received a communication from General Ingalls, inclosing

order of General Grant, for the immediate construction of line of rail-

road to connect City Point road with Weldon road, starting from and
connecting with the two most convenient points on both roads. Gen-
eral Ingalls requested me to telegraph you, and urge immediate action,

and the mustering of all railroad force you can obtain, and as many
military will be furnished as may be needed. He has telegraphed the
quartermaster-general, who will confer with you, and that you notify

Colonel McCallum of your wants, and call on him for all the assistance

he can send you. If McAlpine does not get back to-night I am ordered
to go over to headquarters in the morning to see Major Duane in regard
to the line and the iioints he wishes to connect. Please telegraph your
instructions immediately, as General Ingalls is urgent. I will telegraph
McAlpine at Norfolk.

elNO. MOPGAN,
Assistant Engineer.

City Point, Ya., Augxist 29, 1864.

Capt. M. Smith,
Commanding James River Elotilla

:

There is good reason for believing that one or more torpedoes were
planted in the river, between this and AYilcox’s Landing, last night.

Before sending out any vessels, particularly Avith valuable cargoes, I Avish

at least to have a search made to see if the suspicion entertained is

A^erihed. I would be pleased, captain, if you would instruct the officers

in your command convenient to this locality to search the river from
immediately below here to Wilcox’s Landing.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- Ge^ieral.

Washington, August 29, 1864.

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant- General, City Point, Va.:

Scouts Avho left Mine Eun Thursday night are just in, and report fol-

lowing: Wickham’s and Young’s cavalry brigades passed up the Valley
early part of last AA^eek. Corse’s and Anderson’s brigades started for

Eichmond early part of last AA^eek. Anderson’s brigade recalled and is

still in Valley. Thought to be no infantry now in the Valley but part
of Ewell’s old corps and tAvo or three brigades of Longstreet’s corps.
General Ed. Johnson, of Ewell’s corps, gone to Atlanta. Understood
that Beauregard has gone to Atlanta Avith troops from Valley. General
Lomax is in Eichmond, but not known Avhether his brigade is there.

Prominent secessionists of Orange County say Eichmond cannot be
held a month Avith Weldon road in our possession. Eumors of impor-
tant movements of infantry in the Valley Avhen scouts left, but no i)ar-

ticulars could be had. Otiier scouts Avill be in Wednesday.
GEOEGE K. LEET,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Copy to Generals Meade and Sheridan.)
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

City Point, August 29, 1804.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Our men failed in reacliing our agent night before last,

being driven back by the enemy’s scouts. They met him, however,
last night, he having left Pichmond on Saturday evening. He says
that he knows of no military movements, as none have taken place
through Pichmond in any direction. Two trains a day are run on the
Virginia Central Pailroad, and they go certainly as far as Gordon s-

ville, as the agent himself lately bought a ticket to that point for a
AYoman of his acquaintance. No supplies are being sent to General
Early whatever. It is understood that Early must subsist himself or
starve. Everything has been called in from the country easterly of
Pichmond, and the agent is quite certain that there are now but three
picket-posts from Bottom’s Bridge to Pichmond, with two men on each
post. He says that last night it was understood that twenty men
belonging to the torpedo coiqis were to be sent down to join with fifteen

scouts, under Lieutenant Tolman, to put torpedoes in tlie James Piver
below this point. They had been waiting for a favorable night for

some time. He knows that the twenty men came from Pichmond on
Saturday, and he thinks that the work was done last night. He
thought that the torpedoes would be put in the river near Kimmage’s,
but our scouts told him that last night they happened to land near
Kimmage’s. He then said that there had been but two other points
spoken of, one of which was Harrison’s and the other the mouth of

Herring Greek. This is all the information we have on that subject.

Our agent brought through with him night before last a Mr. Make-
water, engineer on the rebel steamer Beaufort, and a week from now
he will bring the chief engineer of the rebel gun-boat Fredericksburg.
It will be necessary to keeii a lookout for these people, as after having
effected their escape they are not desirous, on account of their families

and friends, of giving information which will afterward appear in the
papers, and consequently conceal their former occupation. I believe

that Makewater was received yesterday by the provost-marshal at

General Butler’s headquarters. I inclose herewith Saturday’s Pich-
mond paper, being the only one brought. One of my lines is running
very well now, and if the commanding general desires any siiecific

information I should be glad to have my attention directed to it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEOPGE H. SIIAPPE,
Colonel, cfic.

City Point, August 29, 1864.

Captain McEntee :

General Grant has a dispatch from Washington to-day noon, brought
by our people from Mine Pun, indicating that troops from the Valley
are on their way back to Pichmond. Details not yet received, but
exi^ected by other scouts Wednesday. General Edward Johnson gone
to Atlanta. Pumored also that Beauregard had gone to Atlanta with
some of the troops from the Valley. Information received here to-day
shows only that Bushrod Johnson’s and Hoke’s divisions are in ])osition

in front of the Tenth Corps. Three refugees from Pichmond bring
nothing different from report to General Humphreys this morning.

SHAPPE,
Coloyiel.
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Headquarters,
Aug^ist 29^ 1864—3.50 p. m.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserters from Twenty-fiftli North Carolina, Bnslirod Johnson’s divis-

ion, report Johnson and Hoke before Tenth Corps. Deserter from First

Engineers says it is the only engineer regiment in rebel service. De-
tachments of it are at bridges across the James, remainder encamped
near Petersburg. Deserter from Seventh Tennessee says only between
fifty and sixty in the regiment. Heard sergeant-major say so. All

came in last evening and early this morning. Three refugees brought
no news.

FRED. L. MANNING,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 29, 1864.

Major-General Humppireys,
Chief of Staff ;

General; The following clis))at<!li received from plank road sta-

tion

:

At 7.10 a. m. a column of infantry, numbering between 3,000 and 4,000, came from
woods in the rear of the large fort near AVeldoii railroad and went toward Peters-
burg, disapi)earing near lead-works. Enemy’s line quiet. They continue working
on new line of works near Weldon railroad.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 29, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following report received
from the signal officer at the Jordan house:

August 29—9 a. m.

Tlie enemy are at work intrenching north-northwest from this ])oint, probably
with the intention of enfilading the 13-inch mortar. The enemy liave just been
using a Whitworth gun from a iioint behind the woods nearly opiiosite Dow’s mortar
battery.

' CLARK,
Captain.

1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKER,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.
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Hdqrs. Arma^ of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August -S.9, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have tlie honor to forvMrd the following report jnst
received from the station near the Gibbon house:

August 29—2.10 p, ni.

Two pieces of light artillery have just moved from Petersburg toward the enemy’s
works in front of Cemetery Hill.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STEYKEP,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 233. )

August 29^ 1864.*******
G. The Artillery Brigade of the Ninth Corps will be constituted as

follows, Lieut. Col. J. A. Monroe, First Phode Island Artillery, com-
manding: Poemer’s battery, Thirty-fourtli New York, four 3-incli guns;
Durell’s battery (Pennsylvania), six 3-inch guns; Jones’ battery, Elev-
enth Massachusetts, four 3-inch guns; Eaton’s battery. Twenty-seventh
New York, four Napoleons; Twitchell’s battery, Seventh Maine, four
Napoleons

;
Pogers’ battery. Nineteenth New York, four Napoleons. Tlie

following-named batteries, now in the Ninth Corps, are transferred to

the Artillery Peserve, and will report to Brigadier-General Hunt, chief

of artillery. Army of the Potomac, who will give the neeessary instruc-

tions for the organization of the artillery xiark of the corjis, and for the
transfer of the surplus material to the artillery park of the army:
Start’s, Third Vermont, four 3-inch guns; Thomas’, Second Maine,
four 3-inch guns; Majm’s, Third Maine, four 3-inch guns; V- right’s,

Fourteenth Massachusetts, four 3-inch guns.*******
10. The attention of corps and other independent commanders is

called to the large number of ohicers and men on special, extra, or daily

duty, and on detached service within this army. According to the last

reports over 1,000 officers and 21,000 enlisted men are so emjiloyed;
numbers considered by the commanding general altogether dispropor-

tionate to the ])resent strength of the army, and he calls upon corjis

and independent commanders to institute rigid inspections for the imr-
pose of ascertaining whether many of the officers and men noAv on
sijecial service cannot be returned to duty. It is supposed that, as a

general thing, the existing details for detached service were made prior

to the commencement of the campaign, and now that the army is so
'

much reduced in its effective strength the commanding general is of
the ox)inion that the details for special service should be reduced jiro- I

portionately, and he trusts that it is only necessary to direct attention i

to the subject to secure the return to duty of all officers and men whose

)

service on detached duty can possibly be dis])ensed with.*******
By command of Major-General IMeade:

S. WILLIAlVrS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.



Chap. LIV.] 571CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

Headquarters Armit of the Potomac,
Avgust 29, 1864—12.35 p. m.

The attention of corps commanders is called to the circular of July 2,*

from these lieadquarters, calling for reports twice daily, by telegraph,

of tbe events that transpired within the preceding twelve hours. The
daily evening reports may hereafter be discontinued, but it is expected
that morning reports giving a full summary of events that may have
transpired the twenty-four hours previous will be regularly rendered
at or before 9 a. m.
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- Gefieral.

(To Generals Hancock, Warren, and Parke.)

Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,
August 29, 1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Hancock :

The artillery on the lines is under my general charge. The generals
having charge of portions of the line give such orders to the batteries

as their x>ositions or circumstances require. All the batteries of the
Sixth Corps, the only serviceable ones at my disposal, are now in posi-

tion. There are none to replace yours, as there is no reserve artillery.

HENBY J. HUNT,
Brigadier-0eneral.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Second Army Corps,
No. 494. ) August 29, 1864.

1. Lieut. Col. William Wilson, Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers,
is hereby assigned to the temporary command of the Consolidated
Brigade of this division.**##*#*
By order of Brigadier-General Miles

:

WM. E. DRIVEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 29, 1864.

[General Mott:]

General: Major-General Hancock directs me to inform you that
the engineers have decided the location for a redoubt, about 250 yards
in front of the Strong house. In order to cover properly the working
party on this redoubt, your picket-line may have to be advanced a little

in that vicinity. I am directed to meet the commander of the brigade,
the xncket-line, or some ofiicer charged with establishing the hew posts,

and indicate generally to him where the line is to run. You will

be required to furnish 500 men to Avork on this redoubt in two
reliefs, one only being absent from the line at once. The first relief to

be ready for Avork at 7 a. m. The men can be taken from the brigade

See Vol. XL, Part II, p. 587.
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camped near tlie Strong' lionse witli the above precaution. I will be at
General Pierce’s headquarters about 7 a. in. to-morrow to meet the officer

you may designate.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. H. MOEGAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
August ^9, 1864—11 a. m.

General Humphreys:
It is all quiet here this morning. I would like to ride along the

lines, perhaps as far as your headquarters, if there is no reason for my
remaining here.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 29j 1864.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

'

General : 1 am directed by the major-general commanding to inquire
whether the Fifth Corps has been reorganized into three divisions as

proposed by you some time ago; and, if so, whether the instructions
of the commanding general requiring that the troops of the old First

Corps, certain Maryland regiments excepted, should comiiose one of the
new divisions, have been complied with.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
Atigust 29^ 1864—10.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: The enemy’s pickets in our front, right and left of the
railroad, have shown a disposition to advance slightly this morning,
ap})arently for the purpose of observation. There has been some firing

in that quarter, and one man of our pickets wounded. All is now
quiet.

Yery respectfully, colonel, your most obedient servant,
CHAS. P. STONE,

Colonel 14th Infantry {in temporary command Second Division).

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Augxist 29^ 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has transiured on

my front during the past twenty-four hours. A portion of my line on
the right is being altered, which will increase the strength of the line
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and give the troops better camping-ground. I have ordered one-fourth

of the command to be on duty at the parapet, with arms and accouter-

ments, throughout the day, one-tliird throughout the night, and the
Avhole command to be under arms at 4 a. m., and remain until 5.

J^^O. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 29^ 1864—12.10 p. m.

Major-General Parke :

Tlie commanding general desires that you will submit your views
with regard to reorganizing the First, Second, and Tliird Divisions ot

your corps into two divisions, and in the event of such reorganization,

wliat distribution do you advise should be made of the several regi-

ments and of the staff officers that would be rendered supernumerary?
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistan t Adjutant- Genera 1.

Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,
Before PetersMirg, Va.j August 29, 1864.

Lieut. Col. J. A. Monroe,
Chief of Artillery, Ninth Army Corps

:

Colonel : I inclose herewith Special Orders, ^^o. 233,* current series,

of this date, from headquarters Army of the Potomac, reducing and
designating the batteries of your corps. The batteries named will con-

stitute the brigade of your corps for the present and will be sufficient

for its wants, as Major-General Meade states tliat the number of divis-

ions will be reduced to three. General Orders, ]!^^’o. 82,t Army of the
Potomac, of 1863, defines the duties of the chief of artillery of this

army and will guide you in your duties and responsibility to him. A
copy of the order has been transmitted to Major-General Parke by the
adjutant-general of this army. If you have no copy of it you Avill

please request permission of General Parke to take a copy of his. You
already have the orders for the organization of your park, the number
of rounds of ammunition for each gun, the number of wagons can be
easily calculated, and the number of forage wagons (five to each twenty-
five ammunition wagons) for forage and provisions. Each battery is

allowed five wagons—one for baggage, &c., and four for provisions
and forage. (See General Orders, No. 27, July 1, 1864, headquarters
Army of the Potomac, paragraphs 9 and 1I.|) You will calculate the
number of wagons authorized according to that order, complete and
submit it to me, and, upon approval, complete your train from the
wagons you now have, when orders will be given you to turn over the
surplus to the artillery park of the army. You Avill complete the staff

of your brigade as soon as practicable and make arrangements for the
l)rompt and regular' sujqfiy of rations and forage. It is desirable that
the artillery of your cori)s should be kept as much as possible together,
and it is General Meade’s instructions that when batteries are assigned
by the corps commanders for service with the divisions their adminis-
tration and supplies will be i)rovided for from the Artillery Brigade.

* See ]). 570.

t See Vol. XXIX, Part II, j). 81.

tSee paragraphs 9 and 11, Special Orders, No. 44, Vol. XL, Part I, pi). 40, 41.
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When tlie troops are detached from the corps so as to make it neces-
sary, instructions will be given in time to the batteries to draw their
supplies from the division or brigade to which they are attached.

I send you herewith a copy of Special Orders, No. 270, of October 28,

18(33, from headquarters Army of the Potomac, respecting wagons to
accompany batteries. It is always a saving of horses and of efficiency

to have sufficient wagons to accompany batteries to transport forage.
I also send you two copies each of General Orders, Nos. 2 and 5, from
these headquarters. There are so few copies of them on hand that I

cannot send you more. You will please cause the commanders and
officers of your batteries to be instructed as to their requirements, and,
if desired, leave a copy of each with General Parke, to whom, in obe-
dience to paragraph 489, General Eegulations, you will submit them
and all other instructions sent you from these headquarters. Full and
])rompt reports to these headquarters respecting the service under your
direction and all that concerns the artillery are expected from you,
that every means may be promptly taken to make and keep your artil-

lery efficient.

Kespectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,

BrUjadier-Genera^ Chief of Artillery.

[lu closure X'o. l.j

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army op the Potomac,
No. 279. ] October 28, 1863.##****#

5. Hereafter orders requiring all wagons other than ambulances and
medicine wagons and wagons containing intrenching tools to be sent to

the rear may be so construed as to allow one wagon to accompany each
battery of artillery for the purpose of conveying subsistence stores and
forage.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosurc No. 2.]

General Orders,
\
Arty. Hdqrs., Artiy op the Potomac,

No. 2. i
January 15

,
1864.

The following instructions and regulations for the artillery of this

army, having been sanctioned by the general commanding, are pub-
lished for the government of all concerned:

1. The responsibility of choosing the position for action devolves
upon the commander of the artillery. If assigned to his position by the

general officer under whose orders he is placed he will, to relieve him-
self from the responsibility, report to the latter its objectionable fea-

tures, provided a better one can be found, and suggest the means
necessary to improve or secure it.

2. In taking up a position, four points require especial attention:

I. The efficacy of fire of the battery.

II. Cover for the pieces from the enemy’s fire.

III. The ]josition of the rest of the troops.

IV. Facility of movement.
1. That tlie tire should be effective is in all cases the most important

consideration, to which, as far as may be necessary, the second coiisid-
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eration must be sacrificed. For tliis purpose a clear view of tlie euemy
is necessary, and judgment must be used in the selection of the dif-

ferent projectiles, according to the nature of the ground and the object

to be attained. Concentration of fire, rather than its distribution, is

of importance; hence the guns should be as much as possible so placed

that their fire may converge on important points, and should not be
too much scattered over the field. In a liilly or undulating country a

moderate elevation, which gives a good view of the ground, is the best

position for artillery. Too much elevation should be avoided, since the

fire is more efiective in proportion as the projectiles pass more closely

to the ground. Ground covered by bushes, trees, or other obstruc-

tions is not favorable to the use of artillery. It is advantageous
under all circumstances to fire at lines obliquely, and at columns in the

direction of their greatest depth. Against walls, the most efiective

projectile is solid shot. Shot and, in rare cases, shell should be used
against log stockades, barricades, &c., and for sweeping a wood—to

which latter purpose shrapi el and canister are not well adapted—and
also against deep columns of cavalry, taken in the prolongation of the

column. There has been too much neglect of solid-shot fire from the
smooth-bore guns, and altogether too much dependence placed upon
shell. In the above cases percussion shell fired direct so as to act first

as solid shot or, at iieed, shrapnel without the fuse are the best for rifled

field guns. Canister is to be employed at close quarters. It is efiective

both from the wide sx)readofits balls and from the rapidity with which
it may be fired, accurate aiming not being necessary. Canister may be
fired with great advantage into the edge or skirts of a wood which is

about to be charged by our infantry, and against the fiank of au enemy’s
battery at close quarters, under which circumstances the canister-shot

are very destructive to both men and horses. The prevailing tendency
to the use of canister is too great. Shraxniel may be considered as a
long-range canister, the iron case or shell carrying the bullets safely

over the ground before distributing them. It should be chiefly used
against troops which are stationary or not moving rai)idly, or directed

against fixed points over which au enemy is passing. Distances must
be accurately judged, the xuojectiles carefully prei)ared, the fire slow
and deliberate, and its effect well noted, with a view to the correction

of errors. Shrapnel is too aften wasted. Artillery officers should
recollect that, although it is the most efiective and powerful of projec-

tiles if well used, it is also the most harmless and contemptible if used
badly; that the elements of uncertainty in its effect are numerous, and
therefore in its use nothing slionld be left to chance which can be made
certain by care and attention. Shrapnel should never be fired rapidly,

except against large and dense masses, and then solid shot would gen-
erally be better. An intelligent officer, or non- commissioned officer,

should be detailed to watch tlie effect of each shot, and to req)ort what
correction ai)])ears necessary. When time x)resses and observation of
the shraxmel fire is difficult, canister is x)referable, if the range is such as
to admit of its use. Shrapnel fire is very efiective against lines of troox^s,

columns, or batteries which are stationary upon ox)en ground. It is not
to be used against troo])s v/hich are covered from view by the conforma-
tion of the ground, or by obstacles of any kind, except only when it is

known that the enemy is stationed within a certain distance in the rear
of a given obstacle, as in the case of field works, against the defenders
of which shraxmel is effective. The allowance of slirax)nel for the light

12-x)Ounder gun is largely in ex(uss of theordinar3U'e(piirements of bat-

tle. By reference to the table for x)acking ammunition chests it will be
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seen that for the 12-ponncler gun only eight shrapnel are allowed. In
determining the proportion for the light 12-ponnder gnu the number
was increased to tAvelve, because circumstances might arise which
would make them useful, but it was expected that habitually one-third
of them, at least, would be used as solid shot. Batteries •should be as
much as possible protected from sudden attack, either by their position
or by troops posted near them. A position within rifle-range of a wood,
or other cover which is not held by our own troops, is a bad one, and
should not be taken if possible to avoid it, since the enemy can occupy
the cover, if only with sharpshooters, and pick off our men and horses.

Woods and other places of cover within the range of small-arms must
therefore be occupied by our own troops. Even on perfectly open
ground the flanks of a battery must be protected from assaults. Its

front can take care of itself; and hence it follows that the supports of
batteries should never be placed behind them, nor amongst the car-

riages, but always on the flanks, either on the prolongation of the line

of the battery, or, if cover can be secured, in advance or rear of that
prolongation

;
but always within easy supporting distance and no closer,

so that the tire directed on the*battery may not injure its supporting
troops. Although artillery, as a rule, must protect itself against
attacks from the front, yet if such attacks are made by a heavy force,

either in successive lines or in column, and with determination and per-

sistence, the supporting troops should, if practicable, Avheel forward
their outward flanks, so that their cross-fire may sweep the ground in

front of the battery, and may then charge vigorously with the bayonet,
the commander of the supports having i)reviously arranged with the
commander of the battery for a suspension of the artillery fire. The
enemy having been driven off*, the supports will at once fall back toward
the flanks so as to unmask the fire of the battery.

II. Artillery should, whenever practicable without undue detriment
to its off’ensive powers, seek positions in which it may be protected
from the enemy’s fire, or concealed from his observation. The best
natural cover is that afforded by the crest of hills which slope gently
toward the enemy. The guns should be placed behind them with their

muzzles looking over the top. The limbers and caissons will thus be
entirely concealed. Cover which makes splinters when struck by shot,

such as masonry, wood stacks, &c., is objectionable. Artificial cover
may be obtained by sinking the piece. Tfliis is done by making an
excavation for it to stand in. The excaAmtion should be one foot and a
halfdeep in front, and should slope gently upward toward the rear. The
earth is to be thrown up in front to the height of about one foot and a
half. Ditches may be dug at the sides for the men. This system of
sinking the piece is used Avith advantage behind the edge of a hill, as
it permits the piece to be brought closer to the crest and enables it the
better to SAveep the ground. Good drainage should always be secured.

Next to the protection of the guns, that of the caissons and limbers is

of importance. Where the batteries are frequently moving the limbers
cannot be put under coA^er, but must remain close in rear of the ])ieces.

Where so situated that they are not likely to require movements greater
than can be effected by hand, as on a defensiA e line, or in position, a
caisson body for each piece, or even one for each section, may be i)ar-

tially protected near the guns by digging trenches of one spade Avidth,

for the wheels only, so as to sink them to the axles, all the limbers
Avith their horses being placed under cover if it (^an l)e found Avithin

reasonable distance of the position of the battery. Each section should
load from one caisson-body until the latter is empty, AAtien it should be
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replaced and sent to the ammunition train to be replenished. Neither
caissons nor limbers must, under any circumstances, be so far separated
from their guns as to be beyond the prompt control of the battery com-
mander.

III. The third consideration in posting artillery is the position of the
rewSt of the troops. In general, the movements and positions of the
infantry and cavalry determine the position for action of the artillery,

which usually places itself on tlie fianks of the other troops, or between
their intervals where it is secure itself and can hre for the longest
period of time. A jiosition in advance of other troops is very objection-

able, esi)ecially in advance of cavalry. Cases occur, however, in which
it cannot be avoided, those cases being, in general, Avhen the action of

the artillery is of primary importance, and there is no suitable position

for it elsewliere. When a line of battle is established, on Avhich in-

fantry is to receive an attack, it is often strengthened by artificial

means. A rifle-pit is dug, or barricades of Avood constructed, or ad-

A^antage is taken of stone walls, &c. In such cases the artillery should
be placed immediately on the line, preferably on advanced points, or

in flanking positions, if such ofler, so that it can be used freely, and
fire canister at need. This it cannot do if posted, as is too often the
case, behind the line so as to fire over the troops. For the reasons
already given, the guns when so posted should not be placed behind
wood or stone barricades. Such cover should be removed and the

pieces sunk as already directed, or earth parapets placed in front of
them. It may be laid doAvn as a rule that artillery should not. fire over
our own troops. For this there are three good reasons: Accidents are
liable to happen to the troops from projectiles

5
it embarrasses their ad-

vance by battering the ground in front of them, and obliging them to

hold back until the fire can be stopped or its range extended
j

it makes
the men over Avlioin the projectiles are i>assing uneasy, and may de-.^

moralize them. When it becomes necessary to fire over troops, solid

shot and, in rare cases, shell should be used, and not canister nor
shrapnel; the latter projectile being liable to burst too soon, and to

carry destruction among those over Avhose heads it was intended to

pass.

IV. It is of importance that every position assumed by artillery should
afford facilities for free movement in every direction, in order that such
new positions may be taken up as circumstances may require. When
this is not the case, care must at least be taken that the safety of the
guns is not compromised. When the position is to be held to the last

extremity, strong supports should be furnished and the guns fought to

the last, so that if lost it shall be with honor. If the position is not to

be so held, and the nature of the ground will permit, prolonges must be
fixed that the battery may be fought retiring Avith the other troops.

AVhen it is likely that a position' will be carried and its defense Avill not
justify the loss of guns, they must, if the nature of the ground Avill not
admit of tlie use of the prolonge, be limbered up and retired in due sea-

son under the protection of their sui)ports. A battery may often be re-

tired by sections, and half batteries under the protection of its OAvn fire

alone. Whenever a battery takes post, the means of moving it to the
front, the fianks, or the rear must be studied by its commander, and, if

necessary. Avails and fences torn doAvn and ditches filled up, so that no
unexpected obstacles may hinder its freedom of movement in any direc-

tion. It is a disgrace to an artillery ofiicer il‘ a gnn, or evmn an oppor-
tunity of rendering service, should be lost through a neglect or Avantof

37 R R—VOL XLII, FT II
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foretliouglit on his part. Guns may be honorably lost, especially if

their sacrifice is necessary to the safety of other troops. But in all

such cases the enemy should be made to pay dearly for them.
3. Objects of fire: It is too much the tendency of artillery to fire at

artillery. In the beginning of a battle the artillery should direct its

fire wherever the enemy seems most exposed to danger. When the
battle is further advanced, if our own troops are about to repel an
attack, that portion of the enemy’s force is to be fired on whose attack
is the most dangerous for the time being. If we are acting on the
offensive, the guns must fire on that portion of the enemy whose resist-

ance is the most formidable. When acting on the defensive the enemy’s
infantry and cavalry are the most proper objects of fii-e. Artillery fire

is to be concentrated on single points rather than divided between
numerous objects, notwithstanding that such a division or distribution
of the fire may cause a greater absolute loss to the enemy. It is not
the number of killed and wounded that decides a battle, but the panic
and demoralization of those who remain; and this ])anic and demorali-
zation are much sooner created and spread by concentrating the artil-

lery fire on successive points than by distributing it over a wide space.
The general rule is that artillery should concentrate its fire upon that
l)art of the enemy’s force which, from its position, or from its character,
it is the most desirable to overthrow. Against an enemy’s battery the
fire should be concentrated on a single pie(*e until that is disabled, and
should then be turned upon another, and an analogous plan should
generally be followed in firing upon infantry and cavalry. When firing

u})on a hostile column the guns are to be directed at its center. If the
column is in the act of deploying the flank toward which the deploy-
ment is being made is to be fired on with canister or shrapnel. As a
general rule artillery should not fire upon skirmishers or small groups
of men. It is too much the habit to open fire on wagons or single

horsemen, or small parties, and sometimes, as in almost all cases of
shelling woods, on a mere suspicion that an enemy may be in a certain

locality. This is aj)erversion of artillery from its proper duties, which
are to destroy material obstacles and disorganize masses.of men, so as

to make them an easy prey to the other arms. A successful fire upon
individuals, or even on small bodies, produces no adequate result, and
may be compared to picket shooting, which scarcely rises above the
level of murder.

4. Expenditure of ammunition: One of the evil effects of firing at

small bodies is the waste of ammunition. Bapid firing at large bodies
and opening at long ranges are additional causes of waste. In small

skirmishes between 300 and 400 rounds per battery are expended; the
fire, according to the reports, frequently averivging, and sometimes
exceeding, one round per minute for each gun. In general engage-
ments batteries have been known to expend all the ammunition i]i their

chests in a little over an hour and a half. An oiflcer Avho expends
ammunition in this manner proves his ignorance of the proper use of

his arm, and a want of capacity for the command of a battery. He
also incurs a heavy responsibility by throwing a whole battery out of

use, and should be held to ansAver for the consequences. There has
been an improvement in this respect, but there is still too great a con-

sumption of ammunition. It is not so much the loss of the ammunition
that should be considered—limited as is the amount AAdiich an army can
transport—as the loss of eflect from too distant and too rapid firing.

In no case, exceiff when firing canister at short ranges, should the rate

exceed one round from each gun in two minutes; and that rate should
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only be reached at critical moments, when the distance, numbers, and
formation of the enemy are such that the fire is sure to be effective.

At all other times one round in four to six minutes is as rapid firing as
should be permitted. The value of the rifled cannon consists princi-

pally in -its accuracy. Accuracy requires careful pointing, with close

observation of the eftect, and these require time. Twelve shots in an
hour at an object over 1,000 yards distant, the time being spent in

careful loading and i^ointing, will produce better results than fifty shots
will ordinarily produce from the same gun in the same time. If a heavy
artillery fire is required it should be obtained, not by rapid firing, but
by bringing a large number of guns into action, and firing each with
the greatest accuracy attainable. The campaign allowance is calcu-

lated to suffice for a general action and the combats which usually
precede it; and, under ordinary circumstances, an officer who expends
all his ammunition in a few hours renders himself liable to the suspicion
that his reckless expenditure was ])rompted by a desire to quit the
field. In future, batteries will not be i)ermitted to leave their x^ositions

nnder this x)lea. The guns and cannoneers will remain on the ground
until ammunition is furnished them. As soon as one caisson from each
section has been emx^fied the emx)ty caissons will be sent to the rear,

under charge of a non-commissioned officer, to replenish at the ammu-
nition train. ^At a time when all the resources of the country are taxed
to the utmost to provide the army and navy with munitions of war,
the non-eflective exi^enditure of ammunition, in addition to other evils,

diminishes greatly the efficiency of fire to which the artillery might
attain

;
for the consequent excessive demand gives us, in many instances,

imperfectly made and hastily insi)ected x)roJectiles, instead of carefully

manufactured and ax^i^roved ones.

5. The custom which obtains in some batteries of bringing from the
ammunition-chests a number of rounds and xdacing them near the gun
on the ground is a bad one, and is imsitively prohibited. It not only
leads to too rapid firing, but in case of a sudden movement of the
battery this ammunition is ax)t to be left on the ground, as it requires
time x)rox)erly to repack it.

0. Ox^ening fire: That the enemy is within range is not a sufficient

reason for firing ux)on him. The fire is not to be commenced until the
enemy is within effective range—that is, so near that at least one-quarter
of the shots are hits. Firing at too great a distance wastes ammunition
winch will be wanted at the critical moments of the battle, and embold-
ens the enemy’s troox^s by giving them a contemptuous idea of the
effects of our fire. Frederick the Great, in his instructions on this

subject, says:

It sometimes liappt^ns tliat the j^yeiieral in command, or some other general, is liim-

self forgetful, and orders the fire to he opened too soon, without considering what
injurious consequences may result from it. In such a case the artillery officer must
certainly obey, but he should fire as slowly as ])ossible and point the ]>ieces with the
utmost accuracy, in order that his shots may not be thrown away. Such a tire is

only pardonable when the geiuTal wishes to attract the enemy’s attention to one
point so as to make movements in another.

But in such a case as this the object of the fire should b(‘. explained
to the artillery officer. Accurae.y of lire is of more importance thau
(piickuess. The fire should be slow while the enemy is at a distance, is

to be (piicker fis the distance diminishes, find is to become rapid Avhen
canister shot is being fired at effective ranges. There are moments iu
which we should not fire, or only very slowly, and others of a critical

nature in which there should be no question of saving of ammunition;
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but the latter are only of short duration and do not lead to a lavish

expenditure, while the inefficient constant lire at long ranges always
has that effect. A careful record Avill be kept of the amount and kinds
of ammunition used.

7. After an engagement the commander of each battery must use all

diligence in putting it into a condition to inarch and to light. He will

replace disabled horses, fill up his aininunition-chests, make whatever
repairs his means will permit, and, if necessary, reassign officers and
men, so as to be ready for service at the earliest possible moment.
This will be done before he sleeps. He will also present to the com-
mander of the artillery brigade to which he belongs a field return,

showing the number of effective officers and men, of guns, caissons, and
horses, the amount of aininunition expended, and what he has on hand
after replenishing his chests. The field return will give the names of

officers killed and disabled, and those for duty, and will be made each
night of a battle lasting more than one day. The field returns of bat-

teries will be at once consolidated by the (‘ommander of the brigade,
who will use all the means at his disposal to complete the batteries for

service. He will note his action on the consolidated returns and trans-

mit them to the chief of artillery of the army for his information, and to

enable him to i^rovide at once for all deficiencies. Wlien a general
action is fought the batteries should be refitted and ready to take the
field at dawn of the ensuing day, even with a reduced number of guns.

8. As soon after the action as possible a general return of the losses

of men and material, and a separate report of the fight, will be presented
to the commanders of artillery brigades for transmittal to the chief of
artillery. The return should contain a specification of the men and
horses killed and disabled, giving the names of the killed and wounded
officers and men and dates of death

;
of whatever has been made unserv-

iceable or has been injured; of whatever has been expended, lost, or

damaged, distinguishing what has fallen into the hands of the enemy;
and, under the head of remarks, should call attention to ail defects of
material and of ammunition noticed, and should suggest proper remedies.
The report, which is in addition to that required by the commander of
the troops with Avhich it serves, should briefly describe the participation
of the battery in the engagement, as far as may be necessary for under-
standing the part taken by it; the special instructions communicated;
its position, Avith a statement of the neighboring troops; the nature of
the enemy’s troops against which its fire Avas directed

;
the distances

of fire; the kind of projectiles used; the effect remarked; the reasons
Avhy positions were changed; the behaAdor of the men, and, Avithout

regard to rank, Avho distinguished himself; and, lastly, all important
circumstances observed in its neighborhood. H* sections or half bat-

teries were detached, it is to be specified by Avhose order and for Avhat
purpose they were so detached. Separate reports should be prepared
by the commanders of pieces so detached. They are to be annexed, in

original, to the narrative of the commander of the battery.

0. When more than one battery is engaged, the brigade commander
should alsoforAAmrd a general account of the o])eriitionsof the artillery,

mentioning specially those Avho distinguished themselves. He will

also consolidate and tabulate the returns of losses of men and material
of his corjAS.

10. Commanders of each brigade of artillery Avill see that the inspec-

tions prescribed by the Genera,! Ivcgulations, paragraj)!! 101, are regu-
larly made. He Avill himselt insi)ect each l>attery once in each month,
and make a report of the inspection in the prescribed printed form to
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the chief of artillery of the army. The inspection vriU be made as early

in the month as practicable, and will extend to all the ])()ints embraced
in the forms, in which all blanks will be properly filled. This inspec-

tion report will accomi)any the monthly return.

11. A monthly return of each battery, according to the form furnished
from this office, will be made on the first of each month to the brigade
commander. The returns of each corps will be consolidated, and the
consolidated return sent to the office of the chief of artillery. Should
any battery be detached, so that its returns are not received within
three days by the brigade commander, he will enter its name with the
reasons for its absence in the column of remarks, and forward the con-

solidated returns by the third of the month at latest. As soon as the
return is received from the absent battery, it will be forwarded to the
office of the chief of artillery, entered on the consolidated return, and
returned to the commandant, llequisitions for horses and ordnance
stores will also be transmitted with the monthly return. Except in

cases of exigency, such requisitions will be sent in at no other time.

12. Commandants ot artillery will watch over and check the extrava-
gant expenditure of ordnance stores, and take the necessary measures
to cause instructions to be given regularly to officers and non-com-
missioned ofiicers in all their duties. A regular course of instruction
for officers and non-commissioned officers will be established whilst in

winter quarters. These recitations will embrace the tactics, orders,

&c., in force, and also the subject of ammunition, its description, and
mode of preparation. Special attention should be called to the study
of Articles IV and V of the Instructions for Field Artillery.

13. On marches no supplies or baggage whatever, except the knap-
sacks of cannoneers, articles authorized by regulations, and, when cir-

cumstances absolutely require it, two days’ forage of grain and hay
(twisted) will be allowed on artillery carriages, nor will any article be
I)laced on the si)are wheels. Brigade commanders will be responsible
for the enforcement of this order, and will in their respective commands
cause all articles placed on artillery carriages, contrary to this order,

to be thrown off.

14. On level, good roads, when it will not add sensibly to the labor
of the horses, a portion of the cannoneers, not to exceed two to the
piece and four to the caisson, may be allowed to ride, but no man shall

be allowed to ride longer than half an hour at a time. If the roads are
bad or pass over roiling ground no one shall, under any circumstances,
be allowed to mount the chests, except the artificers who work in canij),

for whom the limber-chests of tlie forge and battery wagon are reserved.
(Cannoneers may from time to time change places with the drivers. The
sick, unable to march, must be carried in ambidances, or as may be
otherwise luovided. The chests will be mounted only by order of the
(.‘ommander of the battery, or by his authority delegated to chiefs of
sections. On a])proaching a hill the men so mounted will, without
waiting for orders, dismount. On the march batteries will never stop
to water. It delays the column behind them. The cannoneers will

remain near their pieces, and when an obstacle presents itself will be
called to the front at on(*.e to remove it, fill up mud holes, repair
bridges, &c. An officer, or intelligent non-commissioned officer, should
always precede the column so far as to enable him to return and notify

the commandant of any obstruclions. When it is probable that there
will be a delay of ten minutes or more the drivers should be dismounted
and the pole props let down. Wlien, from any cause, a carriage on the
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marcli is unable to proceed it will immediately be drawn out of tbe
column, and tbe carriages beliind it Avill pass and close u}), so as not to

delay tbe movement of tbe troops.

15. When not on tbe march, and battery drills are not practicable,

tbe battery borses will, when tbe weatber permits, be exercised daily.

By command of Brigadier-General Hunt:
JNO. H. CEAIG,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Tnclosure No. 3.]

General Orders, ) Arty. Hdqrs., Army of the Potomac,
No. 5. j April 11, 1864.

1. For tbe campaign, tbe knapsack carried on tbe ammunition cliest

will not contain more than tbe following-named articles: One-balf
shelter-tent, one wool blanket, one poncho, one jacket or blouse, one
piur drawers, two pair stockings, two shirts, one jiair trousers. Tbe
excess of tbe kits over these articles will be carried by tbe owner, and
tbe amount of clothing to be packed in tbe knapsacks may be reduced
at the discretion of tbe brigade commander. The great coat will be
carried Ly tbe owner.

2. Haversacks and canteens will not- be carried on tbe carriages
j

they must be carried by tbe men.
3. Not more than four knapsacks will be trans])orted on tbe gun

carriage, battery wagon and forge, and not more than eight on tbe
caisson. Tbe excess of tbe number of knapsacks must be carried by
tbe men, or their transportation otherwise i^rovided for.

4. Tbe knapsacks and paulins must be so x>acked and arranged as
to offer no impediment to tbe service of tbe guns, or to tbe prom^^t
procurement of ammunition.

5. Tbe gunner and chief of caissoii will, under direction of tbe chief

of tbe X)iece, be responsible for the j^roper loading of these articles on
their resi)ective carriages, and that no more than tbe number allowed
are carried. Tbe excess will be thrown off' on tbe road, tbe knapsacks
of tbe gunner and chief of caisson being tbe first to be thrown away.

G. In ])acking tbe limbers tbe knax)sacks must be packed as closely

as i)ossible to the chests, so as not to throw tbe weight on tbe pole.

7. Tbe loading of tbe forage wagon's, of which three are allowed to

each battery, must be strictly attended to, and the battery commanders
and brigade quartermasters will each, when tbe wagons are under bis

charge, be responsible that these wagons are loaded with forage exclu-

sively.

8. Tbe full weight of forage must be secured, as tbe campaign allow-

ance of ten ])ounds a day is tbe minimum on which a horse can do
bis work. Tbe minimum load to start with is 2,760 i)ounds of grain,

being six days’ su'px^ly for tbe wagon teams and two days’ supply for

tbe battery horses. If tbe roads are good, this load may be increased
to 3,220 x)ounds, which will give seven days’ forage for tbe battery
borses and forage wagon teams. Tbe other wagons, ambulances, Ac.,

carry tbe forage for tlieir own teams.
9. In drawing ibrage from tbe de])ot, care must be taken that tbe full

weight of grain is obtained. Tbe quartermaster who receipts for tbe
forage is resx)onsible for this, and must take tbe necessary measures to

secure tbe full amount be receipts for. If unable to get it, be will

l)romptly report tlie cause to bis commanding obicer, and in time to
rectify it. No subsequent excuse will be received.
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10. In uo case Avill any grain be carried on tbe artillery carriages

until the forage wagons are loaded with seven days’ supi)]y. When the

wagons cannot carry this amount any forage on the artillery carriages

would overload them.
11. When a battery is separated from its brigade and wagons, one

days’ forage may be carried on the carriages, viz, one bag on each car-

riage, to be packed so as not to throw its weight on the pole. In feed-

ing it out, the heaviest carriage to be first unloaded.
12. Forage wagons should not be separated from their batteries when

it is i^ossible to avoid it, except when the brigade marches together,

Avhen the wagons may be with the brigade train, but ready to be
detached with their batteries at a moment’s warning. Should it be
necessary to send the forage wagons to the rear, or leave them behind
with the trains when the batteries move, it will be so stated sx)ecially

in the order and instructions given for the supply of forage from day
to day. As the packing of grain on horses injures the latter, one for-

age wagon should, if i)ossible, always accompany each battery.

13. Great care must be taken in feeding. To feed from the ground
occasions great waste, and the dirt eaten by the horses with it is inju-

rions. In the absence of nose-bags horses must be fed from boxes, or

cloths, or by hand. The grain left in the nose-bag or otherwise by
the horse, must be collected and fed to him, if necessary, by hand.

14. Battery commanders should frequently allow their batteries to

pass them on the march, carefidly inspecting the horses, carriages, ajid

men. The same rule is applicable to chiefs of sections and of pieces in

their respective commands, in order to enforce the observance of all

orders.

15. The drivers must not be allowed to lounge, to cross their legs

over the horses’ necks, or to needlessly punish them. The cannoneers
must be kept at their posts or opposite them on the side of the road,
and uo straggling will be permitted. They are liable to be called on at

any moment, either for service or to aid in getting the carriages
through difficult places.

16. S])ecial attention is called to paragraph 13 and following of Gen-
eral Orders, No. 2, of January 15, 1864, from these headquarters, respect-
ing the loading of the artillery carriages and watering the horses on
the march.*
By command of Brigadier-General Hunt:

JNO. N. OBAIG,
Assistant Adjiitant- General.

Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
August 2.9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket-
line from the James Eiver to the left of the Fifth Army Coi'ps (War-
ren). General Kautz reports one man of the First District of Columbia
Cavalry slightly wounded and another cajdured, with horse and ecpiip-

ments, by guerrillas last night while on picket. The latter was i)atrol-

ling.

1 am, very res[)ect fully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GBEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.
* See p. 581.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Anguat J29, 1864.

Colonel Shaffer,
Chief of Staff:

I wisli to place two 100-pounder Parrotts in a battery on my right.

Will yon ask Colonel Abbot if be can send them to me'^ They can come
up by railroad and be hoisted into the work from the cars, where the
13 inch mortar is.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petershurgy Va.y August 29y 1864.

Lieut.. Col. F. McGilvery,
Chief of Artillery

:

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs that you open on
the town of Petersburg all available guns from 7.30 to 9.30 this evening,
concentrating the fire as much as possible. The 13-inch mortar will be
fired upon court-house as rapidly as it can be handled.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 109. ) Before Petershurgy Va.y August 29y 1864.*###***

3. Maj. A. H. Stevens, Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, with Com-
panies I and K of that regiment, are hereby detailed for duty at these
headquarters. Major Stevens will report with his command to the
provost-marshal without delay.

By command of Major-Greneral Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 110. ) Before Petersburg

y
Va.y Aiigust 29 y

1864.

* * * . * * * *

2. Colonel Rand, Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, will have entire

command of his troops within this corps. He will maintain the picket-

line from the right of General Foster to Spring Hill. He will relieve

all orderlies, as he deems best for the service, and supply the provost

-

marshal with a lieutenant and twenty-five men for duty.
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant A djuta nt- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petershurgy Va.y August 29, 1864.

Tlic following disposition of the troops com])rising this division is

hereby made for the ])resent. If found unequal it will be rectified as the

nature of the grouiui' will be learned. The First Brigade, Colonel Cur-



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 585

tis commanding, will occupy tbe line from tbe Appomattox to the City
Point Eailroad; tlie Second Brigade, Colonel Barton, the line from the

City Point Railroad connecting with Colonel Curtis’ line, the left resting

about halfway across the race-course
;
theThird Brigade, Colonel Osborn

commanding, from the left of Colonel Barton’s brigade, connecting on
the left with the troops of Brigadier-General Birney’s division. Brigade
commanders will report the length of the line and the number of men
in their front and the number of men in reserve. Each brigade will

picket its own front and strengthen the works in such ]daces as is

necessary by additional abatis, earth-works, &c. If sand-bags are

required the number necessary will be reported at once. Each brigade
commander will be held responsible for the proper j^icketing and
strengthening of the work on his front and for the defense of the line

intrusted to his charge. The troops in the trenches will be relieved

from the reserves as often as brigade commanders deem necessary.

By order of Brig. Gen. R. S. Foster

:

P. A. DAVIS, ‘

Captain a7id Assistant Adjutant- Oenerat.

Special Orders,
)
Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brigade,

> Tenth Army Corps,
Ho. 15. ) August 29, 1864.

In pursuance of orders from general headquarters, commanding offi-

cers of rifled guns in position to reach the city of Petersburg will open
fire upon a central part of the town at 8.15 or 8.30 o’clock this evening,
and continue the fire for one and a half hours. The fire should be
delivered with care and with a certainty of reaching the town.
By command of F. McGilvery, colonel First Maine Light Artillery

and chief of artillery

:

O. S. DEWEY,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

City Point, Va., August 29, 1864.

Major-General Ord:
If you can raise from 400 to 600 cavalry, send them under a good

officer from Deep Bottom to sweep down the river to Wilson’s Wharf.
From that point they can be ferried over the river and return by this

side. There will be no necessity for them to take forage with them.
The object in sending them is to catch up all the enemy’s scouts and
parties tliat are said to be near the river with torpedoes ready to plant.
I want them to destroy and use all forage and wheat stacks, but to

keep out of houses.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hatcher’s, August 29, 1864—2.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I cannot raise more than 200 men, and do not think it advisable to
send that small [force] across the river, as the enemy’s pickets are re-

ported to have been strengthened at Deep Bottom.
E. O. C. ORD,

Major- General.
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Hatcher’s, August 29, 1864.
Lieutenant-General Grant :

I cannot raise more tlian 300 cavalry this evening by raking together
all in this neighborhood. The best officer I have is Captain Allis, who
does not know much about the country, but 1 will put him across the
river if you say so.

E. O. 0. OED,
Major-General.

City Point, Atigust 29, 1864—3A0p.m.
(Keceived 4 p. ^n.)

General Ord,
Eighteenth Army Corps

:

General Grant directs me to say that he thinks 300 cavalry will be
sufficient for the purpose if it can get out from Deep Bottom, and tliat

he thinks the infantry can enable it to get out.

T. S. BOWEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
August 29, 1864—3.35 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have 10 officers and 251 cavalry; about half the men scattered on
orderly and other duties. General Birney reports over 600 cavalry. I

have telegraphed him for 200. Probably he is away, or considers him-
self not under my orders, as no answer has been received to my tele-

gram. Is it worth while your ordering him to send me 200 cavalrj’'?

They would arrive here some time to morrow a. m. I shall await your
orders whether to send my 200 cavalrv on the scout from Deep Bottom.

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

City Point, August 29, 1864—3.45 p. m.
General Ord :

A force of 200 is not sufficient. Postpone the expedition until a
larger force is available.

By command

:

T. S. BOWEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 29, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Birney now reports that he has no cavalry mounted, except
a small company that relieved my escort on the river as pickets and
the usual provost guard and orderlies. He left the cavalry that was
at Deep Bottom there, and all tlie rest is dismounted in trenches.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 39, 1864—8.45 p. m.

Colonel Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General Birney wishes to put 200-ponncler Parrotts on the railroad

where the 13-inch mortar is. Shall I direct him to do so ?

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

[Indorsement.]

Eespectfully referred to Major-General Meade, who will give General
Birney such orders as he may deem proper.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 29, 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

Can yon send me 200 cavalry, under a first-rate field officer, for a
special iiurpose?

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
August 29, 1864—3.15 p. m.

General Ord :

I have no cavalry mounted, except a small company that relieved

your escort on the river and the usual provost guard and orderlies. I

left the cavalry that was at Deep Bottom there: My cavalry are dis-

mounted and in trenches.
D. B. BIENEY,

Major- General.

General Birney:
Hatcher’s, August 29, 1864.

Major-General Ord wishes to know if you received his telegram in

regard to the cavalry. He also directs that you relieve a detail of one
lieutenant and thirty men of the Eighth Maine Volunteers, now on duty
with your artillery train, as soon as you can.

THEO. READ,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 29, 1864.

Maj. Theodore Read,
Eighteenth Army Corps :

1 answered General Ord tliat T had no mounted cavalry except order-
lies and a small picket force on duty. I left 100 cavalry at Deep
Bottom.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, Atifjust 29, 1864—9.20 a. m.

' (lieceived 10.10 a. m.)
Major-General Ord,

Headquarters Eighteenth Gorjgs ;

I think it would not he advisable to attempt to drive them from that
position. General Paine has not enough troops to hold it permanently
if he obtains it, and it is not of much importance anyway. His defen-
sive works can easily be lield with his strength, but it might be fatal to

attempt offensive movement.
Bespectfully,

PETEE S. MICHIE,
First Lieutenant, U. 8. Engineers.

Headquarters Department,
August 29, 1864. (Deceived 11.25 a. m.)

General Paine,
Commanding, Deep Bottom

:

You need not drive the enemy from Ammon’s house. It is not of suf-

ficient importance for you to give the enemy the defensive and take the
offensive with your limited command. Besides it is too far from your
line to hold it should you take it. Lieutenant Michie, engineer, will

ride to your headquarters this p. m. to explain the ground around you.
E. O. C. OED,

Major-General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, August 29, 1864—7.55 p. m.

Major Eead,
Assistant Adjutant- General, General Ordh Headquarters

:

The earth-work is distant at least two miles from battery at Crow’s
Nest, and at least a mile and a quarter from the position at Dutch Gap.
It can therefore do us no great injury. We canuoj: prevent its erection

without occupying the ground ourselves, which would take a large

force, say 2,000 men,To do. I believe that the enemy are sim])ly making
a strong defensive line of works on the ridge from Cox’s Ferry to Three-
Mile Creek, which we occupied some two weeks ago and afterward
abandoned.

PETEE S. MICHIE,
First Lieutenant, U. 8. Engineers.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 29, 1864.

Colonel Abbot :

A detail of 100 men has been ordered to report to you from Tenth
Connecticut Volunteers.

T. EEAD,
Major, &c.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Aiig^ist 29^ 1864—4.30 p. m.

Captain Norton:
Lieutenant Amsden reports the following:

The enemy are building quite a large earth-work directly northwest of this sta-

tion and to the left and rear of Sailor’s Tavern, on the Cox’s Ferry road. The Hewlett
house battery has just opened on the Water Battery. The battery reported last night
has been annoying our working party at Dutch Gap to-day.

THEO. F. PATTERSON,
First Lieutenant^ Signal Corps., IT. S. Anny.

Headquarters Siege Train,
August 29

j
1864.

Capt. T. Edson,
Ordnanee Officer, Fort Monroe :

Captain : On 23d instant I sent you a requisition for 100 rounds
for the 13-inch mortar. Please notify me if you will supply them with
all convenient speed, as the supply on hand is getting low. Are the
cartridges for the rihed guns (30-pouiider Parrott and4J-inch gun) made
up at Fort Monroe ? If so, the men in charge should be cautioned to

use only good mortar powder and to be more careful in measuring it.

As it is, the cartridges are part mortar powder, part cannon powder,
and part a mixture of the two. I have been obliged to emx)ty and refill

them here. I would f^refer to have them forwarded unfilled to having
them in their x)resent condition.

Your obedient servant,
HENRY L. ABBOT,

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 29, 1864.

Captain Weir:
Captain: I have to report, for the information of the general com-

manding the cavalry, that one man of the First District ofColumbia Cav-
alry was slightly wounded on picket last night, and one man, with horse
and equipments, of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry was captured
whilst i)atroling. No other events reported.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District of North Carolina,
No. 124. ) New Berne, N. C., August 29, 1864.

I. Fort Clark, at Hatteras Inlet, will be dismantled, and the arma-
ment, ordnance stores, &c., transferred to Fort Hatteras. Tlie com-
manding officer at Fort Hatteras is charged with the execution of this

order.*******
By command of Brig. Gen. I. N, Palmer:

J. A. JUDSON,
Assistant Adjutant- Geyieral.



590 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N, C. [Chap. LIY.

Hdqrs. Outposts, 132d Eegt. New York Infantry,
Camp Claassen, Batcheldefs Creel'

j
N’T 0., August 29, 1864.

Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, Commanding

:

A refugee just came in reports that all available troops in this part
of the State have been sent to the line of the Weldon railroad. The
movements of the enemy’s scouts, I think, show this. A good time for
Q 'vck 1 rl

G. H. HITCHCOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
Neiv Berne, N. C., A ugust 29, 1864.

Col. D. W. Wardrop,
Commanding Sub-District of the Albemarle, Boanohe Island :

Colonel: The commanding general directs me to say to you that
Captain Martin, chief mustering officer of this department, and Lieu-
tenant King, chief engineer of this district, proceed to Eoanoke Island
for the purpose of procuring all the colored laborers it is possible to

get together for duty at Fort Monroe. The interest of the service re-

quires that every such man that can be spared should go, and the com-
manding general hopes you will give those officers every facility for pro-

curing them. These laborers will receive $16 per month and their

rations, and their families will be provided for during their absence. It

may be necessary to stop the work on the fortifications at the island

for the present. It is more necessary that they should go to Fort Mon-
roe than tliat the work with you should continue. If these men cannot
be persuaded to go willingly they must go, and the steamer will bring
them to Hatteras, where a steamer will be in readiness to take them to

Fort Monroe. Please detail one of the officers of the Eighty-fifth New
York Volunteers, who is going on leave, to take charge of these men,
turn them over at Fort Monroe, and take a receipt for tliem, the receiiit

to be sent here.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. JUDSON,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
Neiv Berne, N. C., August 29, 1864.

Captain Josselyn, U. S. Navy, Commanding Commodore Hull:

Sir : General Palmer directs me to inform you that Lieutenant Ward,
his aide-de-camp, goes to-morrow with the steamer Ella May, and about
100 men, to Hyde County for the purpose of breaking up as far as
possible the supply line of the enemy from that county ont into further

rebeldom. General Palmer desires very much to have you (if consistent

with the duties of the Whitehead) direct the captain of that steamer
to lay about in the Pungo region for a day or two, in order that he may,
if necessary, render Lientenant Ward assistance. There will be no
necessity of aid on land, but it might possibly be well for Lieutenant
Ward to be well backed on the water. If you can give Lieutenant W.
this aid, the commanding general will be mnch obliged to you.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. JUDSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
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City Point, Ya., August 30, 1864,

Maj. Gen. George G. Meade,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

Your dispatcli was received.* The chief engineer of the railroad will

report to Major Duane this morning, and will arrange all details for

the prompt construction of the road. I have asked at Washington for

an increased force of trackmen and mechanics and the necessary
material. The expense will not finally amount to much, as wo can save
the material, and I trust the work can be iierformed certainly during
September.

EUFUS INGALLS,
Brigadier- General and Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Department of Provost-Marshal-General,

August 30, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Two deserters from Posey’s and Wright’s brigades, ot

Mahone’s division, report that A. P. Hill’s corps is all in our front;

Heth and Mahone occupy their old positions, and Wilcox occupies the
extreme right of the line. They report no changes in position since

their troops returned from Kearns’ Station. They know nothing of a
projected railroad from South Side to Weldon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, (&c.

[Indorsement.]

Forward to General Meade at headquarters Second Corps.
One of the men deserted from picket-line at dark last night; the other

at 7 o’clock this morning.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
August 30, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: Tlie following telegram received from plank road station:

8.30 A. M.

All (inlet. Emnny uppcars in stronger force than yesterday in front line of in-

trenchments from the Gregory Cliiniiu'ys to large fort on onr left near Weir (nndonbt-
edly Weldon railroad). Also, eneiny^s camj) in the Avoods in onr immediate front is

somewhat larger than it Avas last evening.
ir. W. FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P>. F. FISHEK,
Major and Chief Signal Ojfeer, Army of the Potomac.

* See Meade to Ingalls, 29th, p. 560.
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Plank Hoad Signal Station,
August 30, 1864.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
All quiet. The enemy have opened a signal station of observation in

woods ()0 degrees west of nortli from station. The station gives the
enemy a view of nearly all the open country in our rear between this

point and woods south of Fort Griffin.

H. W. FULTOJS^,
Sergeant.

August 30, 1864—0.20 a. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer, Rdqrs. Army of the Potomac

:

A column of about 3,000 infantry and eighty pieces of artillery

moved out of Petersburg toward the left. The caissons Avith the ar-

tillery were x)acked with grain.

A. G. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Aug^ist 30, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Stajf:

General: The following dispatch received from the Jordan house
station

:

The Gueiny are constructing heavy earth-works at a point on left hank of the Ap-
pomattox north-northwest from this station and nearly opposite the Rushmore
house. It will command and eutilade the ravine in rear of Battery No. 5, where the
13-inch mortar is located.

T. R. CLARK.

They, the enemy, have established a station of observation in rear of
the Gregory Chimneys, Avhich will command a Anew of the plain around the
Jones house and that between these headquarters and the AA^ery house.

Very respectfully
,
your obedient serA^ant,

B. F. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

General Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 249. )

Washington, August 30, 1864.

Oapt. Ely S. Parker, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volunteers, is

announced as private secretary on the staff of Lieutenant-General
Grant, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, vice W. R. RoAvley, resigned.

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TC^WNSEND,

Assistant Wdjutant- Genera 1.

Speciai. Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potoaiac,
No. 234. )

August 30, 1861.

6. In compliance AA'ith paragraidi 12, of Special Orders, No. 282, of

August 26, 1864, from the War Department, the organization known
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as the Frovisioual Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, and now
serving with the Mnth Army Corps, will proceed, with as little delay
as practicable, to report to the commanding general of the Eighteenth
Army Corps.

* * # # #

By command of Major-General Meade

:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 30y 1864. (Received 9.30 a. m.)

General Humphreys :

I do not think the large works on the plank road nearest the Chim-
neys are as safe as they should be. The enemy’s pickets, being so very
close there, afford unusual tacilities to the enemy for attack. It seems
to me a part of the reserves ought to be near these works.

WINE’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 30, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
I have to report that there has been no change in my command of

importance during the last twenty-four hours. I have this morning
1,100 men on fatigue, of whom 500 are at work on the new redoubt at

the Strong house. The picket-line near the Strong house was advanced
about 400 yards to cover the working party, as the redoubt is being
erected outside the present line of intrenchments.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

General Hancock:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 30, 1864—10.15 a. m.

Your dispatch of this morning received. The commanding general
directs me to say that the division near the Williams house may be estab-

lished in the vicinity of the Jones house, or anywhere else on the plank
road that will make it most available as a reserve in that part of the
line. The division near the Avery house is required as support for the
Tenth Corps as well as for the front of Mott’s division or part of it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
August 30, 1864.

General Humphreys :

A deserter from Finegan’s brigade came in to-night and reports all

quiet in the enemy’s lines. He says his brigade, of Mahone’s division,

were in the tight August 25.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

38 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Second Araiy Corps,
August 30

j
1864.

Brig. Gen. S. AVilliams,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Fotomac :

General: I luive tlie honor to recommend the following officers for

promotion, by brevet or otherwise:
First. Brig. Gen. Francis C. Barlow—for highly meritorious and dis-

tinguished condnct thronghont the campaign, and particularly for

gallantry and good condnct while leading his division in the assault on
the enemy’s works at Spotsylvania, May 12, 1861; to date from May
12, 1864.

Second. Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg—for highly meritorions and dis-

tinguished (conduct thronghont the campaign, particularly for the
reconnaissance on the Charles City road and at the battle of August
25, at Beams’ Station, V'a.; the date of promotion to be fixed by the
major-general commanding the army. General Gregg having been
under my command only temporarily.

Third. Brig. Gen. B. A. Miles—for highly meritorions and distin-

gnished condnct during the campaign, and particularly for gallantry
and meritorions service at the battle of August 25, 1864, at Beams’ Sta-

tion, Va.
;
to date Angnst 25, 1864.

Fourth. Col. James A. Beaver, One hundred and forty-eighth Penn-
sylvania Volunteers—for highly meritorions and distinguished condnct
thronghont the campaign, particnlarly for valuable services at Cold
Harbor, Va., while commanding a brigade; to date from June 3, 1864.

This officer was wounded at Chancellorsville
;
again in the assaidt on

the enemy’s works in front of Petersburg, Jnne 16, and again at the
battle of Beams’ Station, Va., Angnst 25, 1864, wliere he lost a leg.

Fifth. Col. T. A. Smyth, Pfirst Delaware Volnnteers—for highly
meritorions and distinguished condnct thronghont the campaign, par-

ticularly in the battle of the AAfilderness and at Cold Harbor, Va.; to

date from Jnne 3, 1864.

Sixth. Col. H. L. Brown, One hundred and forty-fifth Pennsylvania
Volnnteers—for highly meritorions and distinguished condnct throngh-
ont the campaign, particnlarly for gallantry at Spotsylvania, May 12

;

to date May 12, 1864. This officer was wounded at first Fredericksburg
and was twice wounded at Gettysburg.

Seventh. Col. Thomas W. Egan, Fortieth New York A^olnnteers—for

highly meritorions and distinguished condnct thronghont the campaign,
particnlarly for gallantry on the snccessfnl assault of the enemy’s works
at the North Anna, May 23, 1864; to date from May 23, 1864. This
officer was wounded in an assanlt upon the enemy’s works in front of

Petersburg, Jnne 16, 1864.

Eighth. Lient. Col.K. O. Broady, Sixty-first New York A'olnnteers

—

for good condnct thronghont the campaign, and particnlarly for dis-

tingnivshed services at Beams’ Station, Va., Angnst 25, 1864, where he

was wonnded; to date Angnst 25, 1864. This officer received the ap-

pointment of colonel of the Sixty-first New York Volnnteers, but has
not been mnstered in on account of the lack of the necessary number
of men in the regiment.

I am, general, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

WINF’I) S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 2d Army Corps,
Ko. G3. ) August 30^ 1864,

The followiiig-nained regiments, having lost tlieir regimental colors

in action, are hereby deprived of tlie right to carry colors until by their

conduct in battle they show themselves competent to protect them:
Eighth New York Heavy Artillery, One hundred and sixtv-foiirth New
York Volunteers, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteers The officers

and men of the command should understand that their colors should
be the last thing surrendered, and that in all well-regulated military

organizations it is considered a disgrace for a majority of the command
to return from the field of battle without them.
By command of Major-General Gibbon, commandiug division:

A. HENKY EMBLER,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Second Division, Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, with the request that my action in this case
may be approved by the higher authorities, my attention having been
called since the publication of this order that there might be some
doubt of my authority to deprive regiments of their flags. I believe

that it is a long-established custom of the service.

JOHN GIBBON,
Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding Division.

[Second indorsement.]

I think no regiment which has lost its colors should be permitted to

carry others until by the decision of the commander of the army they
had in action shown that they were able to preserve them; but I think
the rule should be generally applicable to the whole service. I have
no objection to the system being inaugurated now and applied to all

regiments which have lost their colors.

Respectfully forwarded.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General Commanding.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Corps,
August 30, 1864.

Battery commanders on the line are instructed to fire on the enemy’s
working parties and reply to artillery fire on their line.

By command of Maj. John G. Hazard;
U. D. EDDY,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,
August 30, 1864.

Lieut. J. H.. Lockwood,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Corps

:

Lieutenant : In compliance with instructions received last evening I

have the honor to report that I have this morning advanced the left of

my picket-line about 400 yards and now have it established, my left

connecting with the Ninth Army Corps.
I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. R. PIERCE,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 30j 1864—8.50 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in luy front during yes-

terday and through the night. No change in the eiiemy^s position was
observed from our advanced signal station. There were 1,800 men from
this corps at work yesterday upon the new redoubts on this line.

G. K. WAEBEN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 30, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I send the following just received

:

August 30, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Col. F. T. Locke,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: My division picket officer reports that a guard sent to a house states
that the occupants say that IlilFs corps is camped about three miles to the west
of us or to the left of our lines.

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

Forwarded to General Meade at headquarters Second Corps.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 30, 1864—5 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

The pickets of the center division of my line report that at 3 a. m.
trains, either artillery or wagons,_were moving in their front toward
the left: also that they heard the rebel reveille.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

(Same to Major-General Warren.)

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 30, 1864—i a. m.

Major-General Warren :

Pickets ill my front repoi t a heavy movement of artillery toward the
enemy’s right. T will have tlic matter investigated in the morning and
report particulars, if any.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 30, 1864—12 m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have the honor to report all quiet along my immediate front during
the iiast twenty-four hours. No x^ieket-firing and no enemy in sight

from the line of vedettes. The pickets in front of the center and left

divisions report hearing the enemy moving artillery or wagons during
the night to their right (our left). The line of i)arapet is being
strengthened and camp grounds being policed and drained. A detail

of 1,000 men was ordered to report this morning to the engineer officer

at the Chimneys in front of my center.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 157. ) Before Petersburg, Ya., August 30, 1864,*******

3. In compliance with paragraph 0, Special Orders, No. 233, Army of
the Potomac, under date of August 29, 1864, the following-named bat-

teries are transferred to the Artillery Reserve. The commanding
officers will at once report to Lieut. Col. J. A. Monroe, chief of artillery,

wdiowill give them the necessary instructions as required in the above-
mentioned order : StarPs (Third Vermont), four 3-inch guns; Thomas’
(Second Maine), four 3-inch guns; Mayo’s (Third Maine), four 3-inch
guns; Wright’s (Fourteenth Massachusetts), four 3-iuch guns.*******
By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutaiit- General.

Hdqrs. Second Div. Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 30, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet along the cavalry line

of pickets. Last night a rebel lieutenant approached a vedette on
l)lank road; was fired upon and captured. He was sent to your head-
(j[uaiders this morning.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. 1). McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

City Point, August 30, 1864. (Received 10 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:
To protect the navigation on the James River I have determined to

establish a garrison about the Berkeley house, on the north bank.
General Barnard selected the location to-day and has sent for your
engineer officer to direct him as to the works to throw up. You will

l)lease furnish the garrison. Two (U)mi)anies of infantry, a section of
artillery, and one squadi on ot the First New York Mounted Rifles will
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be sufficient. I think the artillery and infantry can be taken from the

'

garrisons of Fort Powhatan and Wilson’s Wharf. General Marston,
having but a small command at Wilson’s Wharf, should be assigned to
the command of all troops on the river east of City Point and west of
Fort Monroe, with headquarters at Wilson’s Wharf.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
August 30, 1864—11.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I will make the detail for garrison at the Berkeley house. The New
York Mounted Eifles have re-enlisted, except about enough to take care
of the horses of men on furlough. I have had to replace the two
squadrons of it at Deep Bottom by a detail from my guard. The cav-
alry guard to garrison the Berkeley house might be taken [from] General
Birney’s or Kautz’s cavalry.

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
Augicst 30, 1864.

Lieutenant Michie,
General Butler'S Headquarters

:

General Ord will be directed to send a small garrison to the Berkeley
Place, Harrison’s Lauding. A work will be erected under your charge,
and if you will call upon General Barnard at these headquarters
to-morrow morning he will give you its general character.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Army op the Potomac,
August 30, 1864.

Colonel Abbot:
Have you any disposable 100-pounder Parrotts! How many! Gen-

eral Birney wants two. Do you know of any positions on his line

where a 100-pounder Parrott would be worth more than a 30-pounder!
I go down to see this a. m. Please answer.

H. J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General.

[Indorsement.]

Answered in person before received.
H. L. A[BBOTj.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 30, 1864—10 a. m. (Deceived 11 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
During yesterday I had a fatigue detail day and night (000 men) on

redoubt to left of Hare house. Sent a regiment to Wilson’s Wharf and
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one to City Point for quartermaster’s and commissary details. Sharp
artillery duel during the evening. Enemy developed more artillery

than for some time past and have more mortars in i^osition. Our fire

was chiefly at railroad depot and the batteries and working parties

erecting new works on Chesterfield Heights. I have asked for two
additional 13-inch mortars and 200-pounder Parrotts, which would
enable me to silence the batteries on Chesterfield Heights that almost
take my line of battle in reverse. They could be brought to the
position on the railroad and transported without difficulty.

D. B. BIKNEY,
Major- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 10th Army Corps,
No. 1. ) Before Petersburg Pu., August 30^ 1864.

The following-named officers are announced as composing the stafi:

of this division, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly: Capt.
H. L. Johnson, assistant adjutant-general; Cajd. A. T. Atwood, assist-

ant quartermaster; Capt. E. Holmes, commissary of subsistence; Capt.
Lewis L. Weld, [Seventh] U. S. Colored Troops, [acting] assistant

inspector-general; First Lieut. M. V. B. Eichardson, assistant commis-
sary of musters; First Lieut. E. W. Morey, Ninth U. S. Colored Troops,
acting aide-de-camp; Second Lieut. H. E. Burton, Thirty-fifth U. S.

Colored Troops, aide-de-camp.
By command of Brig. Gen. William Birney:

[H. L. JOHNSON,]
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular, ) Hdqrs. Third Division, Tenth Army Corps,
No. 1. )

'
•

. Before Petersburg^ Fn., August 30^ 1864.

Until further orders the line held by this division will be apportioned
to the brigades as follows : The First Brigade will hold two-thirds of

the line, the right and left of which will be pointed out by a staff offi-

cer from these headquarters. Tlie Second Brigade and the Thirty-
seventh NeAV Jersey Yolunteers will hold the remaining third of the
line, the New Jersey regiment holding it two days out of every six.

The Thirty-seventh New Jersey Volunteers will commence its tour of

duty to-night, holding the line for the next two days, with such i)ortion

of Colonel Holman’s command as may be required.

^
By command of Brig. Gen. William Birney:

[H. L. JOHNSON,]
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Fieldy Va., August 30, 1864.

Hereafter division commanders will not have their i)ickets posted
until after dark, so that the number may be concealed from the enemy,
except in front of Brigadier-General Ames’ division, where they may
be posted at sunset.

i

By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:
THEODOEE EEAD,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., August 30, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr,
Commanding First Division

General : I am directed by Major-General Ord to inform you that
be is going over to the Court of Inquiry at the Second Corps this morn-
ing, and that should anything occur you will be in command.

Very respectfully,

THEODOBE BEAD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 30, 1864.

Captain Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Cavalry Division:

Captain : I have to report all quiet on the picket-line. Considerable
firing occurred along the left of tlie line between rebel scouts appar-
ently and our vedettes. jNo casualties are reported on either side.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
New Berne, N. C., August 30, 1864.

Maj. H. T. Lawson,
Chief Provost-Marshal, District of North Carolina :

Major: The commanding general wishes you to have immediately
posted in New Berne and Beaufort posters to the following effect:

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
New Berne, N. C., August SO, 18G4.

All able-bodied colored men not now engaged in some regular permanent employ-
ment will be given immediate work as laborers at the rate of $16 per montli and
one ration per day. All sncb will immediately report themselves to the provost-
marshal.
By command of Brigadier-General Palmer:

J. A. JUDSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. JUDSON,

Assistmit Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31, 1864—11 a.m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

There is nothing of importance to report this morning. The field-

works on the left are being constructed as rapidly as i)0ssible.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.
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City Point, Ya., August 31, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

As soon as it can l)e done I would like to have a column of cavalry,

l)erhaps supported by infantry would be well, thrown out west from
Warren’s position to cut oft wagon trains carrying supplies into Peters-

burg. It should be a rapid, sudden dash to gather up all the teams
and straggling escorts they could find.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieuteiiant- General.

City Point, Va., August 31, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
I go this morning to Fort Monroe. Expect to start back this even-

ing.

IT. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

August 31, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff: ^

General: Three rebel deserters, two from Finegan’s brigade, Ma-
lione’s division, and one from Davis’ brigade, Heth’s division, just
arrived here, and report that they left their picket-line last night.

They report no changes in the enemy’s lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, drc.

Colonel Sharpe:

Headquarters,
A ugust 31, 1864—10.45 p. m.

Deserters from Twenty-fifth Virginia Battalion say that Field’s

division went to Petersburg last Wednesday, with the exception of
one brigade. Deserter from Second Maryland says seventy men for

duty in the battalion. Lost 88 men in the assault on the Weldon road.
Report no changes on our front. Refugees agree as to hard times in

Richmond. Am on the lookout for the ones you wrote about.
FRED. L. MANNING,

Lieutenant ana Aide-de-Camp.

Plank Road Signal Station,
August 31, 1864—6.40 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 10 a. m. 180 men moved from the picket-line in our front, appeared

on Weldon railroad, and disappeared west of large fort. The enemy
are very active in improving fortifications in our front and left. All
quiet.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.



OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIT.eo2

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Auijnst 31, 1861—9 a. m.

General S. Williams:
There has been no change in my lines since last report except that

General Gibbon’s division is now near the Cliieves house, one brigade
being in support behind the advanced works on the plank road and two
regiments supporting the battery on the plank road just in front of the
large square redoubt.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Hit., Second Army Corps,
No. 498. j August 31, 1864.
* * * -* # * *

2. The Fourth Kegiment New York Artillery is hereby temporarily
assigned to the First Brigade of this division and will be reported
accordingly.
By order of Brigadier-General Miles :

WM. E. HEIYEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Aug^ist 31, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing ot importance transpired in

my front during yesterday and last night. Twenty-four hundred men
were at work yesterday upon the new forts being constructed on this

line.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
- August 31, 1864. (Received 1.45 i). m.)

General Warren:
There has been no firing on my front. How goes it with you now?

Ho you think it means anything more than to drive ofi* the signal party
or was it intended as an advance? I have large details at work.
From present appearance it is hardly necessary to relieve them.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

Major-General Parke :

There has been no firing for an hour and a half. I don’t think it

meant much this morning, and have not changed my working i)artieSr

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Corps,
Augufit 31, 1864—11,30 a. m, (Received 12 ui.)

General Crawford: •

The enemy have been pressing our picket line quite heavily at the

white house on the railroad, and General Warren wishes you to be
ready to be under arms at the shortest notice.

W. A. ROEBLIRG,
Major and Aide-de-Camp.

Providence, Atigust 31, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant :

My leave of absence expires Friday next. Shall we await orders

here?
A. E. BURNSIDE,

Major- General,.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864—9.30 a. m..

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report quiet on my line during the last twenty^
four hours. In front of the Third Division General Willcox’s scouts

sent out report meeting the enemy’s ])ickets about one mile and a half

in front of our line. Camp-fires and shelter-tents were seen by the
party. The pickets in front of Second Division report chopping in

their front and wagons moving during the night. The work on the
redoubts is progressing well and the line being generally strengthened.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31, 1864—11 a. m.

General J. G. Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

I am directed by the commanding general to say that he is waiting
for your views with regard to the reorganization of the First, Second,
and Third Divisions of your corps. His own idea is tliat in view of the
reduced condition of General White’s division it would be best to trans-

fer the regiments now comiiosing that division to the Second and Third
Divisions. He desires to publish, as soon as luacticable, an order
reorganizing the Fifth and Ninth Corps.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

In reference to the reorganization of the First, Second, and Third
Divisions of this corps, 1 agree with the major-general commanding
that in view of the reduced condition of the First Division it would be
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best to transfer these regiments of this division to the Second and
Third Divisions. By the transfer of the Second Pennsylvania Pro-
visional Artillery to the Eighteenth Corps this division is further
reduced 284 muskets. This leaves ten regiments in the division. The
maximum number of muskets 340 and the minimum 46. These regi-

ments, I think, should be so divided between tlie Second and Third
Divisions as to equalize, as nearly as possible, the effective strength of

the two divisions. There is one captain, assistant adjutant-general
;
one

major, assistant quartermaster
j
one surgeon, Volunteers, and three cap-

tains, commissaries of subsistence. I am ofopinion that these officers will

all be required in the reorganization. Should there be any supernumer-
aries, I will report it. The remaining staff officers are all acting and
belong to the regiments of the division, excepting Lieut. E. P. Mc-
Kibbin, Fourth D. S. Infantry, assistant commissary of musters, and
he is absent wounded.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31., 1864.

Major-General Parke:
General Meade proposes to have a series of redoubts constructed

from the bastion fort on the extreme left back toward the Williams
house as soon as engineer officers can be had to superintend them.
Had not work on the line you spoke of yesterday better be postponed
for the present?

N. MIOHLEE,
Major of Engineers.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864—12 m.

Major Michler,
Engineers, Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

Dispatch received. All right. Nothing extensive has been done on
line spoken of yesterday. How soon will you be able to have the line

of infantry parapet staked out in the vicinity of the redoubt at the

Chimneys? I wish to put the men at work as soon as possible. Have
you adopted any names or numbers for these works? If not, please do
so, and thus save us a confusion of names, if not of tongues.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
August 31, 1864.

Major-General Parke:
Have directed Lieutenant Benyaurd to mark out the infantry i)arapet

to-day and report to you when it is laid out. Will see the general in

regard to naming or numbering the different works.
N. MICHLEE,

Major of Engineers, JJ. S. Army.
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Headquarters First Division, Kinth Army Corps,
August 31

j
1864.

Capt. J. C. Youngman, Assistant Adjutant- General:

Captain: I liave tlie lionor to report tliat scouting parties sent out
to-day found the enemy’s pickets occupying light intrencliments in an
open field, about three-quarters of a mile from our own picket-line, in

front of my left brigade. In front of my right brigade their vedettes
were found about a quarter of a mile from our -own, with their main
jucket-line about 100 yards beyond. No firing occurred on either side.

Copies of Special Orders, No. 32, headquarters Armies of the United
States, were shown to the enemy’s vedettes and left within a short dis-

tance of them in conspicuous places.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. HARTKANFT,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Atigust 31, 1864.

Brigadier-General Potter, Commanding Second Division:

General: The major-general commanding desires me to say that
General Hartranft will withdraw his left regiment (One hundred and
seventy-ninth New York) for the purpose of occupying that part of the
line left vacant by the removal of the Second Pennsylvania Provisional

Heavy Artillery, and he desires you to extend your right so as to occupy
the ground that will be left vacant by the Avithdrawal of the One
hundred and seventy-ninth New York.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

Captain Youngman, Assistant Adjutant-General :

Captain : I have the honor to report that my scouts yesterday met
the enemy at about one mile and a half. A scouting party more to the
right met their pickets on the further edge of the woods about one mile
from our works. Camp-fires and shelter-tents were seen by the former
party. I would respectfully suggest that the ofiicer of the trenches
straighten out the picket-line of the corps.

Very resiiectfully,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Hdqrs. Second Div. Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
August 31, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

'General: I have the honor to report all quiet along the cavalry
l)ickets, save annoyance by small parties of guerrillas or scouts. Since
last report the enemy’s vedettes have appeared on the plank road.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1). McM. GREGG,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
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Headquarters Second Cavalry Division, ,

August 31, 1864—11 a. m. J

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: In reply to your communication of this date I liave the
honor to report that my division can be concentrated at the Williams
house in from three to four hours. G eneral Kantz’s regiments are posted
as follows: one at Sycamore Church, one at Zion Church, one on the
Norfolk railroad, and one on the Lee’s Mill road. The regiment at
Sycamore Church could not be gotten here in less than ten or twelve
hours. Exclusive of this regiment, the others could be concentrated in

eight hours.

I am, very respectfully, your obediont servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding,

The enemy have pickets on the plank road in front of mine.

IIdqrs. Dept, of \irginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, Augiist 31, 1864. (Deceived G.15 p. m.)

Major-General Barnard,
City Point, Va.

:

General Ord informs me that there will be but two companies of in-

fantry (negroes), numbering in all about sixty men, to go to Harrison’s
Landing. With this force it will be impossible to do any work, as it

will all be required for guard duty. The wharf will have to be repaired
before the artillery and cavalry can land. I send down some engineers
to-morrow early to repair wharf and erect the works.

PETEK S. MICHIE,
First Lieut., U. S. Engineers, and Acting Chief Engineer of l)ept.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virghnia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

Atigtist 31, 1864.

Major-General Ord :

The. signal officer at Spring Hill reports that ^^at 7.45 a. m. a train

of eight cars heavily loaded with troops passed the Junction toward
Petersburg.”

L. B. NORTON,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Department of Va, and JV. C.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Ya. and N. O.,

No. 239. )
In the Field, F«., August 31, 1864.

* * * * * -* *
^

XI. Brig. Gen. Gilman Marston, U. S. Yolunteers, is hereby assigned
to the command of all the U. S. troops on the James Kiver, east of City
Point and west of Fort Monroe. He will establish his headquarters
at Wilson’s WharL
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XII. Brig. Gen. G. Marstoii will detail one section of artillery and
two companies of infantry fiom the garrisons at Fort Powhatan and
Wilson’s Wharf, to establish a garrison at the Berkeley house on the
north bank of the James.
XIII. In accordance with instructions received from the lieutenant-

general commanding the Armies of the United States, Major-General
Birney, commanding Tenth Corps, will detail and send to Bermuda
Hundred, early to-morrow morning (1st proximo), a squadron of cav-

alry, for transportation to the Berkeley house, at Harrison’s Landing.****** ^

By command of Major-General Ord:
E. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Siege Train,
Broadway Landing,^ Fu., August 31, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac:

Geni]RAL : The following is a list of the companies of my regiment
now on duty in the Petersburg lines, with their guns, &c. : Company
A (fourteen-gun battery), Taylor’s house, two 4J-inch guns, four lO-inch
mortars; Company D,near Hare’s house, four 8-inch mortars, five Coe-
horns; Company G, between Hare’s house and railroad (Suffolk), two
8-inch mortars, eleven Coehorns; half of Company I, near Spring Hill

(reserve), two 20-pounder Parrotts; half of Comx>any I, near Jordan’s
house, one I3-incli mortar; half of Comxiany F, near Jordan’s house,
three 30-pounder Parrotts; half of Coinjiany F, extreme right of line,

four 8-inch mortars; Company M, near Avery’s house, four 4.J-inch

guns; total, forty-two.
Your obedient servant,

HEXEY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Deserters in this moridng say that Heth’s division, which has been
in reserve since the railroad fight, came into the trenches on my left

last night. The deserters were from Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division.

D. B. BIEXEY,
Major- General.

IFeadquarters Tenth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant A djuta nt- Genera I

:

There is nothing of inqmrtance to report on my line. Shelling the
town has comj)elled the enemy to stop the incessant musketry on my
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line. Everything now is comparatively quiet. The enemy are digging
at several points. I have 000 men on fatigue details under Cai)taiu
Gillespie.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 113. ) Before Petersburg^ Fu., August 31, 1864.

* *

8. Capt. H. L. Johnson, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, will

report in person to Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, commanding First Division,
for assignment to duty with one of the brigades of his division.

By command of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brio., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., August 31, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : In pursuance with instructions from division headquar-
ters, dated 30th instant, I liave the honor to make the following report
of my command during the last twenty-four hours : No offensive demon-
strations have been made from my front; but few artillery shots have
been exchanged. No change in the position of the troops under my
command except the change of camp of the Eighty-hfth Regiment
Pennsylvania Volunteers, in accordance with the directions of the
brigadier-general commanding division. With regard to the intrench-

ments I sent out seventy-five sand-bags and the proper number of
shovels for the construction of new and additional loop-holes for look-

out, the enemy having ascertained the position pf those already con-

structed and firing into them constantly. The officer commanding the
trenches reported yesterday at 5 p. m.

:

The enemy are at work at and in rear of the fort which was blown up by us; also

are strengthening their lines on and near the ravine. About three minutes’ time was
taken to-day in exchanging papers, wlien they again commenced firing.

I would respectfully ask whether the exchange of papers is author-

ized. Yesterday was remarkably quiet except a few shots from the
enemy. The officer of the trenches reports this morning:

The enemy kept up quite a severe fire during the ni^ht and have been at work
strengthening the works on their line in front of this brigade lino. I received
seventy-five hags and ten shovels last night and have constructed loop-holes as far

as they went, and have done other work in repairing. Had two men of the Sixty-
seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry wounded by the enemy during the night.

One man was wounded in the Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry yesterday.

I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant,
JOSHUA B. HOWELL,

Colonel Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.
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Hdqrs. Second Brio., Second Div., 10th Army Corps,
Near Fetersburg, Va.^ August 31, 1864,

Capt. P. A. Davis,
Assistant Acljutant- Genera I

:

Captain : I liave the honor to report that nothing of special interest
has occurred on the line held by niy troops during the past twenty-
four hours. The changes in position indicated iu the circular of yes-

terday from division headquarters were made last evening, and meas-
ures have been taken to carry out fully and immediately the provisions
of the circular of 28th instant from corps headquarters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. BAETON,

Colonel Forty-eighth New YorJc Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

Major Davis,
Assista/nt A djutant- General

:

General Ord directs you to send orders to Major-General Birney that
by direction of General Grant lie wishes him to send early to-morrow
morning a squadron of his cavalry to Bermuda for transportation to

the Berkeley house, at Harrison’s Landing.
• THEG. BEAD,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Azigust 31, 1864.

Major DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Send to the commanding officer at Wilson’s Wharf and tell him to

send two comiianies of infantry to Harrison’s Landing early to-morrow
a. m. to take possession there. The engineer officer will be there with

a company of engineers to throw up a cover for them. There is no
enemy iu that neighborhood, and they can land Avithout opposition.

Ascertain whether there is a boat at Wilson’s Wharf; if not, notify

me so I can order one.

E. O. C. OKI),
Major- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
August 31, 1864.

Major Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General Ord Avishes to see General Marston at these headquarters.
THEO. READ,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
31) R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Cavalry Division,
August 31^ 1864.

Captain Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Cavalry Division :

Captain : I have to report that a force of ten or twelve of the enemy
attacked tlie picket-line, near the Blackwater, of the Eleventh Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, but were easily driven off. They were dismounted
and seemed to desire to break through the picket-line. They have not
been heard of since. Kebel scouts Avere seen at other points along the
line, but they made no attack; otherwise, everything is quiet.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST y. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General., Commanding.

IIdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina,
August 31^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. Marston:
General: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to

inform you that, to protect the navigation on the James Eiver, the
lieutenant-general commanding has determined to establish a garrison
about the Berkeley house, on the north bank, to consist of two compa-
nies of infantry, a section of artillery, and one squadron of cavalry. The
artillery and infantry for this garrison will be selected by you from the
garrison at Fort Pocahontas and Wilson’s Wharf. You will render
eA^ery facility to the engineer officer in charge and move the troops to

tlie iieAv garrison as soon as the works are ready. I am further
instructed to inform you [that you] haA^e been placed in command of
all tlie troops on the river east of City Point and west of Fort Monroe,
with your headquarters at Wilson’s Wharf.

^

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field., August 31^ 1864. (Received 6.15 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. G. Marston,
Wilson’s Wharf:

General Ord directs that you send two companies of infantry early
to-morroAV morning to Harrison’s Landing to take possession there.

An engineer officer Avith a company of engineers will be there to throw
up cover for you. There is no enemy there. Telegraph General Ord
if you need any transportation. Please acknowledge receipt.

R. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
New Berne, V. C., Augtist 31, 1864.

Capt. William Holden,
Chief Quartermaster, District of North Carolina :

Captain: The commanding general directs me to inform you that
the negroes for Fort Monroe aa ill commence collecting to-day, Major
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Lawson will send them all to you. The commanding general wishes yon
,

to designate some rendezvous for them, and have rolls prepared as fast

as they report, informing them that their i^ay and rations will commence
from that time. I will telegraph Captain Wheeler to send all those
from Beaufort and Morehead to you. The commanding general hoi)es

that yon will make such arrangements as will insure the presence of all

when the time comes for them to go.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. A. JUDSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[AuGrUST 31, 1864.—For the ^‘effective strength” of the Union forces

operating against Kichmond, see Part I, p. 39.]

Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. Georye G. Meade, U. S.

Army, commandiny, for the month of Any ust, 1864.

Command.

l*rcsent for
duty.

P.

<s 'p b
fee's

f- et
fee

fee

ifeneral headquarters
Provost Guard (Patrick)
Engineer Brigade (Benham)
Battalion U. S. Engineers (Harwood)
Artillery (Hunt)
Guards and orderlies (Ingalls)

Signal Corps (Fisher)
Sc^cond Army Corps (Hancock)
Fifth Army Corps (Warren)
Ninth Army Corps (Parke)
Second Cavalry Division (Gregg)

Total

36
51
41
6

38
3

11

721
675
433
146

870
1,619

290
1,210

80
151

12,512
11

,
6.58

10, 621
3

,
696

36

1,353
2

,
124
343

1,383
85
183

19, 233
18, 418
15,461
6 . 237

39
1,935
2

,
574
405

1 675
96

220
45, 021
33

,
£95

33, 199
11,012

44

45
54
26
4

2, 161 42, 707 64
,
856 129

, 771 173

Organization of the Army of the Potomac^ commanded hy Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade^ U. 8. Army, August 31, 1864.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.

PROVOST GUARD.

Bri^;. Gen. Marsexa’R. Patrick.

80th New York (20tli Militia), Col. Theodore B. Gates.
68th Pennsylvania, Col. Andrew H. Tippin.
114th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles H. T. Collis.

1st Indiana Cavalry, Company K, Capt. Theodore Majthcny.
1st Massachnsetts Cavalry, Companies C and D, Capt. Charles F. Adams, jr.

3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, Companies A, B, and M, Maj. James W. Walsh.

VOLUNTEER ENGINEER BRIGADE.

Brig. Gen. Henry W. Benham.

15th New York (live companies). May William A. Ketchnm.
1 50th New York, Col. William H. Pettes.^

*('ommanding detachment at Washington, D. C., the remainder of regiment
serving in the field under subordinate oOicers.
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BATTALION U. S. JINGINEERS.

Capt. Franklin Harwood.

GUARDS AND ORDERLIES.

Independent Company Oneida (New York) Cavalry^ Capt. Daniel P. Mann.

SIGNAL CORPS.

Maj. Benjamin F. Fisher.

ARTILLERY.*

Brig. Gen. Henry J. Hunt.

Artillery Pari.

Capt. Calvin Shaffer.

Maine Light, 2d Battery (B), Lieut. Charles E. Stubbs.
Maine Light, 3d Battery (C), Capt. Ezekiel R. Mayo.
Massachusetts Light, 14th Battery, Capt. Joseph W. B. Wright.
Vermont Light, 3d Battery, Capt. Romeo H. Start.

1st United States, Batteries H and I, Lieut. Edwin L. Garvin.

Sixth Corps Artillery.

Capt. William A. Harn.

Maine Light, 4th Battery (D), Lieut. Charles W. White.
Ist New Jersey Light, Battery A, Lieut. Augustin N. Parsons.
New York 1 Jght, 3d Battery, Lieut. Alexander S. McLain.
1st Oiiio Light, Battery H, Capt. Stephen W. Dorsey.
1st Rliode Island Light, Battery E, Capt. William B. Rhodes.
5th United States, Battery E, Lieut. John R. Briuckld.
1st Delaware Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Erasmus C. Dunning.

SECOND ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock.

FIRST division.

Brig. Gen. Nelson A. Miles.

First Brigade.

Col. James C. Lynch.

28th Massachusetts, Capt. James Flem-
ing.

26th Michigan, Capt. Lucius H. Ives.

5th New Hampshire, Maj. James E.

Larkin.
61st New Aork, Lieut. Col. K. Oscar

Broady.
81st Pennsylvania, Capt. Lawrence Mer-

cer.

140th Pennsylvania, Capt. T h o m a s

Henry.
183d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. George T. '

Egbert.
2d New York Heavy Artillery, jNIaj.

George Hogg.
4th New A"ork Heavy Artillery, Capt.

.John B. Vande Wide.

Consolidated Brigade.

Lieut. Col. William Wilson.

7th New York (five companies), Capt.
Jacob Scheu.

39th New York (six com])anies), Capt.
David A. Allen.

52d New York (six companies), Lieut.
John Bambach.

57th New York (eight companies), Lieut.

Martin V. B. Brower.
63d New York (six companies), Capt.

Alexander Watts.
69th New York (six companies), Lieut.

Murtha Murphy.
88tli New A^ork (five companies), Capt.

.John A. Desmond.
111th New A"ork, Capt. Edgar .J. Hues-

ton.
125th New A"ork, Lieut. lAlbert Reynolds.

126th Now A"ork, Lieut. John F. Ran-
dolph.

* All organizations of artillery, excei)tiug those entered under this head, will be

found in the rosters of the commands with which they served.
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Fourth Bri<jade.

Lieut. Col. William Glenny.

64th New York, Capt. Horatio N. Hunt.
66th New York, Lieut. Simon Pincus.
53d Pennsylvania, Capt. Philip H. Schreyer.
116th Pennsylvania, Capt. John R. Weltner.
145th Pennsylvania, Capt. James H. Hamlin.
148th Pennsylvania, Capt. James F. Weaver.
7th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. Joseph M. Murphy.

SECOND DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. John Gibbon.

Provost Guard.

2d Comjiany Minnesota Sharpshooters, Capt. Mahlon Black.

First Brigade.

Lieut. Col. Horace P. Rugg.

19th Maine, Capt. Joseph W. Spaulding.
19th Massachusetts, ) a t>* ...

20th Massachusetts! i

Edmund Rice.

7th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Samuel N. Smith.
1st Minnesota (two companies), Capt. James C. Farwell.

.59th New York, Capt. George W. Ryerson.
152d New York, Lieut. Col. George W. Thompson.
184th Pennsylvania (seven companies), Maj. Charles Kleckner.
.36th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Clement E. Warner.
1st Company Andrew (Mass.) Sharpshooters, Capt. Isaac N. Mudgett.

Second Brigade.

Col. Mathew Murphy.

155th New York, Capt. Michael Doheny.
164th New York, Capt. Robert Heggart.
170th New York, Col. .Tames P. Mclvor.
182d New York (69th New York National Guard Artillery), Capt. John Coonan.
8th New York Heavy Artillery, Capt. Joseph W. Holmes.

Third Brigade.

Col. Thomas A. Smyth.

14th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Moore.
1st Delaware, Lieut. Col. Daniel Woodall.
2d Delaware (two companies), Capt. Philip Johnson.
12th New Jersey, Capt. Daniel Dare.
10th New York (six companies), Lieut. Col. George F. Hopper.

108th New York, Lieut. Col. Francis E. Pierce.
4th Ohio (four companies), Maj. Frank .J. Sjialter.

69th Pennsylvania, Capt. Patrick S. Tiiien.

106th Pennsylvania (three comi)anie8), Lieut. John Irvin.
7th West Virginia (four companies), Capt. Isaac B. Fisher.

THIRD division.

Brig. Gen. Gersiiom Mott.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. P. Regis de Trobriand.

20th Indiana, Lieut. Col. George W. Meikel.
17th Maine, Lieut. Col. Charles B. Merrill.
40th New York, Capt. Madison M. Cannon.
73d New York, Capt. Lawrence H. Thom])sou.
86th New York, Lieut. Col. Jacob H. Lansing.
124th New York, Lieut. (?ol. Charles H. Weygant.
99th Pennsylvania, Col. Edwin R. Biles,
noth Pennsylvania, Maj. Isaac T. Hamilton.
2d IT. S. Sharpshooters, Ca,])t. Adolphus A. Guest.
1st Maine Heavy Artillery, Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Talbot.
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Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Byron R. Pierce.

5tli Michigan, Col. John Pulford.
93(1 New York, Lieut. Col. Benjamin C. Butler.
57th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William B. Neeper.
8Ith Pennsylvania, Capt. John R. Ross.
105th Pennsylvania, Capt. John C. Conser.
141st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Casper W. Tyler.

1st Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Maj. Nathaniel Shatswell.
1st U. S. Sharpshooters (seven companies), Capt. Henry C. Garrison,

Third Brigade.

Col. Robert McAllister.

11th Massachusetts (seven companies), Maj. Charles C. Rivers.
5th New Jersey (three companies), Capt. Thomns G. Morrow.
6th New Jersey (three companies), Capt. Louis M. Morris.
7th New Jersey, Capt. Thomas C. Thompson.
8th New Jersey, Maj. Virgil M. Healy.
11th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. John Schoonover.

imh nI: I

Lieut. Col. John R. Tappen.

ARTILLERY BRIGADE.

Maj. John G. Hazard.

Maine Light, 6th Battery (F), Capt. Edwin B. Dow.
Massachusetts Light, 10th Battery, Lieut. Henry H. Granger.
New Hamx)shire Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Frederick M. Edgell.
1st New Jersey Light, Battery B, Capt. A. Judson Clark.
New .Jersey Light, 3d Battery, Capt. Christian Woerner.
1st New York Light, Battery G, Capt. Nelson Ames.
4th New York Heavy, Battery 1), Capt. Derrick F. Hamlink.
4th New York Heavy, Battery L, Lieut. Frank Seymour.
New York Light, 11th Battery, Capt. John E. Burton.
New York Light, 12th Battery, Lieut. George K. Dauchy.
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. R. Bruce Ricketts.
1st Rhode Island Light, Batteries A and B, Sergt. William D. Child.
4th United States, Battery K, Lieut. John W. Roder.
5th United States, Batteries C and I, Lieut. W. Butler Beck.

FIFTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren.

PROVOST GUARD.

2d Wisconsin (two companies), Lieut. Henry Naegely.

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin.

First Brigade. Second Brigade.

Lieut. Col. William A. Throop. Col. Edgar M. Gregory.

121st Pennsylvania, Capt. Nathaniel
Lang.

142d Pennsylvania, Maj . Horatio N. War-
ren.

143d Pennsylvania, Capt. Chester K.
Hughes.

149th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John
Irvin.

150th Pemnsylvania, Maj. George W.
•Tones.

187th Pennsylvania, Capt. Joseph A. Ege.

' *2(1 Company Massachusetts Sharpsliooters attached.

22d Massachusetts,* Maj. Mason W.
Burt.

32d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. J. Cush-
ing Edmands.

91st Pennsylvania, Ca])t. Eli G. Sellers.

155th Pennsylvania, Col. Alfred L. Pear-
son.

21st Pennsylvania Cavalry (dismount-
ed), Maj. Oliver B. Knowles.
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Third Jiriyadc.

Col. James Gwyn.

6‘i5

20th Maine, Maj. Ellis Spear.
18tli Massachusetts, Capt. Luthei S. Bent.
1st Michio-aii, Map George C. Hop])er.

16th Michigan,* Col. Norval E. Welch.
44th New York, Lieut. Col. Freeman Conner.
83d Pennsylvania, Capt. Amos M. .Judsou.
118th Pennsylvania, Maj. Henry O’Neill.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Romeyn B. Ayres.

First Brigade.

Col. Charles P. Stone.

5th New York, Col. Frederick Win-
throp.

140th New York, Lieut. Col. Elwell S.

Otis.

146th New York, Maj. James Grindlay.
10th United States (three companies),

Lieut. Adolph Liming.
11th United States (six companies),

Capt. William G. Edgerton.
12th United States, Capt. Philip W. Stan-

hope.
14th United States, Capt. Charles H. In-

graham.
17th United States,Capt. John P. Wales.
15th New York Heavy Artillery, Lieut.

Col. Michael Wiedrich.

Second Brigade.

Col. Samuel A. Graham.

1st Maryland, Lieut. Col. John W. Wil-
son.

4th Maryland, Lieiii. Col. Gregor^^ Bar-
rett, jr.

7th Maryland, Maj. Edward M. Mohley.
8th Maryland (seven companies), Lieut.

Col. John G. Johannes.
Purnell (Maryland) Legion, Maj. Robert

G. King.

Third Brigade.

Col. J. William Hofmann.

3d Delaware, Capt. James E, Baily.
4th Delaware, Maj. Moses B. Gist.

76th New York (seven companies), Lieut. Col. .lohn E. Cook.
95th New York, Lieut. Col. .lames Creney.
147th New Y^ork, Lieut. Col. George Harney.
56th Pennsylvania, Maj. .John T. Jack.
157th Pennsylvania (four companies), Capt. Thomas E. Carter.

THIRD division.

Brig. Gen. Samue
*

' First Brigade.

Col. Thomas F. McCoau .

16th Maine, Col. Charles W. Tilden.
39tli Massachusetts, Capt. George S. Nel-

son.

104th New York, Capt. William W. Gra-
liam.

, 90th l^ennsylvania, Capt. William P.
Davis.

107th Pennsylvania, Maj. Henry ,1.

Sheafer.
190th Pennsylvania, Capt. Neri li. Kin-

sey.

lOlst Pennsylvania, Capt. Richard M.
Birkman.

L AV. Crawford.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Henra" Baxter.

94th New Y"ork, Maj. John McMahon.
97th New York, Col. Charles Wheelock.
11th Pennsylvania, Capt. Benjamin F.

Haines.
88th Pennsylvania, Capt. Edmund Y. Pat-

terson.

Brady’s and .Jardinci’s compani(5S Michigan Sliarpsliootc'rs at tacln'.d.



616 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Edwakd S. Bkagg.

7th Indiana, Maj. Merit C. Welsh.
19th Indiana, Maj. William Orr.

24th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Albert M. Edwards.
(>th Wisconsin, Capt. Thomas Kerr.
7th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Mark Eiuuicum.
1st Battalion New York Sharpshooters (three companies).

ARTILLERY BRIGADE.

Col. Charles S. Wainwrigiit.

Massachusetts Light, 3d Battery (C), Lieut. Aaron F. Walcott.
Massachusetts Light, 5th Battery (E), Lieut. Joseph E. Spear.
Massachusetts Light, 9th Battery, Lieut. Richard S. Milton.
1st New York Light, Battery B, Lieut. Robert E. Rogers.
1st New York Light, Battery C, Capt. Almont Barnes.
Ist New York Light, Battery D, Lieut. Lester 1. Richardson.
1st New York Light, Battery p], Cajit. Angell Matthewsou.
1st New York Light, Battery H, Capt. Charles E. Mink.
Ist New York Light, Battery L, Lieut. Charles L. Anderson.
New York Light, 15th Battery, Capt. Patrick Hart.
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Lieut. William C. Miller.

4th United States, Battery B, Lieut. James Stewart.
5th United States, Battery D, Lieut. William E. Van Reed,

NINTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen, John G. Parke.

ESCORT.

3d New Jersey Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. John S. Hough.

PROVOST GUARD.

8th United States, Lieut. Hanson E. Weaver.

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. John F. Hartranft.

First Brigade.

Lieut. Col. Joseph H. Barnes.

21st Massachusetts (three companies),
Capt. Orange S. Sampson.

29th Massachusetts, Capt. Willard D.
Tripp.

35th Massachusetts, Lieut. George M.
Farrington.

56th Massachusetts, Capt. Abijah
Hollis.

57th Massachusetts, Lieut. Albert Doty.
59th Massachusetts, Maj. Josej)!! Col-

burn.
100th Pennsylvania, Capt. Joseph H.

Pentecost.

Second Brigade.

Lieut. Col. Gilbert P. Robinson.

3d Maryland (four companies), Capt.
David J. Weaver,

179th New York (seven companies), Lieut.
Col. PYanklin B. Doty.

14th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj.
George M. Randall.
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SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Ceil. Kobeut, B. 1’otteh.

First Brigade.

Col. John I. Curtin.

36tli Massacliusetts, Lieut. Col. William
E. Draper.

58tli MassacliusettS; Maj. Everett S. Hor-
ton.

51st New York, Capt. George W. Whit-
man.

45th Pennsylvania, Cajit. Theodore
Gregg.

48th Pennsylvania, Maj. Oliver C. Bosby-
shell.

4th Rhode Island, Caxit. Walter A. Read.

Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Simon G. Griffin.

31st Maine, Cajit. James Dean.
32d Maine, Cajit. Josiali N. Jones.
2d Maryland, Cajit. Benjamin E. Tay-

lor.

6th New Hamjishire, Cajit. Samuel G.
Goodwin.

9th New Hamiishire, Cajit. John B.
Cooper.

11th New Hainjishire, Cajit. Arthur C.
Loeke.

17th Vermont, Cajit. Henry A. Eaton.
2d New York Mounted Rides, Maj.

AVilliam H. Mapes.

Acting Engineers.

7th Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. Percy Daniels.

THIRD division.

Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox.

First Brigade.

Col. Benjamin C. Christ.

8th Michigan, Capt. John S. Ereeman.
27th Michigan,* Ca|»t. Richard Vosjier.

109th New York, Cajit. Edwin Evans.
51st Pennsylvania, Caxit. Josexih K.

Bolton.
S7tb Wisconsin, Col. Samuel Harriman.
38th Wisconsin (dve comx>anies), Lieut.

Charles L. Ballard.
13th Ohio Cavalry (dismounted hat-

,
talion), Cax)t, Stexihen R, Clark.

Second Brigade.

Col. William Humphrey.

1st Michigan Sharx>shooters, Col.
Charles V. De Land.

2d Michigan, Cax*t. Ebeneziu- C. Tul-
locli.

20th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Byron M.
Cutcheon.

46th New York, Caxit. John M. Kessel-
mark.

60th Ohio,! Lieut. Col. Martin P. Avery.
50th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward

Overton, jr.

24th New York Cavalry (dismounted),
Lieut. Col. Walter C. Newberry.

Acting Engineers.

17th Michigan, Capt. Josexih A. Sudborough.

fourth division.

Brio-. Gen. Edward Eerrero.

First Brigade.

Col. Joshua K. Sigfried.

27th U. S. Colored Trooxis, Lieut. Col.
Albert M. Blackman.

30th U. S. Colored Trooxis, Ideut. Col.
Hiram A. Oakman.

39th IJ. S. Colored Trooxis, Col. Ozora P.
Stearns.

43d U. S. Colored Trooxis, Maj. Horace
Bumstead.

* Second Brigade.

Col. Henry G. Thomas.

19th IJ. S. Colored Trooxis, Lieut. Col.

Jose]ih G. Perkins.
23d U. S. Colored Trooxis, Maj. William

C. J. Hall.
28th U. S. Colored Trooxis, Col. Charles

S. Russell.
29th IT. S. Colored Trooxis (six coinxia-

nies), Lieut. Col. Charles J.

Wright,
31st U. S. Colored Trooxis (six compa-

nies), Caxit. Adgate L. Loomis.

*lst and 2d Com]ianies Michigan Sharjishooters attached,
t 9th and 10th Comiiaiiies Ohio Sharxishooters attached.
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A UTILLE UY BRIGADE

.

Lieut. C!ol. J. Albert Monroe.

Maine 7tli Battery (G), Capt. Adelbert B. Twitcliell
Massaclinsettvs Light, 11th Battery, Capt. Edward J. Jones.

*

New York Light, 19tli Battery, Ca])t. Edward W. Rogers.
New York Light, 27th Battery, Capt. .John B. Eaton.
New York Light, 34th Battery, Capt. Jacob Roemer.
Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Lieut. George W. Silvis.

CAVALRY.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg.

Second Brigade.

Col. Charles H. Smith.

1st Maine, Maj. Sidney W. Thaxter.
2d Pennsylvania, Capt. George C.

Eckert.
4th Pennsylvania, Cajit. .Toseidi An-

drews.
8th Pennsylvania, Capt. Alexander Mc-

Calliim.
13th Pennsylvania, Col. Michael Kerwin.
16th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John K.

Robison.

First Brigade.

Col. William Stedman.

1st Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Samuel
E. Chamberlain.

Ist New .Jersey, Col. John W. Kester.
10th New York, Maj. M. Henry Avery.
6tli Ohio, Lieut. Col. Norman A. Bar-

rett.

1st Pennsylvania, Col. .John P. Taylor.

Artillery.

2d United States, Battery A, Lieut. Robert Clarke.

Abstract from returns of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler, F. S. Army, commanding

, for the month of August, 1864.

[Couii)ile(l mainly from subordinate returns.]

Command.

Present for
duty.

1
Aggregate

present.

1

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

Pieces of artil-

lery.

QD

s
o

o
§

>
cj

w

2
s

General bea.d quarters 26
23

26
184

29
214Sijinal Corps (Norton) . 154

Naval Brigade * (Graham)
Lirst New York Engineers (Eaton)
Siege Artilleiy (Abbot)
Unattached troops

5

46
36

456
372
66

131
274

113

1, 037
884

10, 772

8, 807

1,541
3. 638

5, 282

276
1,257
1.138

14, 288
11,416
2,019
4,704
7, 505

754
1, 476
1,372

24, 704

30, 382

3, 672

22 54
2

1 76
38

Tenth Army Corps (Birney)
Eighteenth Army Corps (Ord)
Ca.valry Uivi.sion (l\a,iit,7.) .

6

District of Eastern Virginia (Shepley)
District of North Carolina (Palmer)

9,359
9, 262 149

! 12

!

Grand total

Grand total according to department return .

.

1,435
1,429

1

32, 228
32,119

42, 813

42, 702
81, 224
81,653

177
177

243
.0

Not at'connted for on rcdurns.
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Orffanization of in the Depm'tment of Virginia and JVorfh Caro-

lina^ commanded by Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler^ U. tS. Army^
Anyust 3f 1864.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.

SIGNAL CORPS.

Capt. Lemuel B. Norton.

NAVAL BRIGADE.

Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham.

ENGINEERS.

1st New York, Capt. Samuel C. Platon.

SIEGE ARTILLERY.

Col. Henry L. Abbot.

Ist Connecticut Heavy, Col. Henry L. Abbot.
13tb New York Heavy, Companies A and H, Capt. William Pendrell.
3d Pennsylvania Heavy, Company M, Capt. Frederick Korte.

UNATTACHED TROOPS.

13tli Company Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Capt. John Pickering, jr.

1st New York Mounted Rifles, Lieut. Col. Alexander G. Patton.

TENTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. David B. Birney.

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Terry.

First Brigade.

Col. Joshua B. Howell.

39th Illinois, Capt. Lewis T. Whipple.
()2d Ohio, Col. Francis B. Pond.
07th Ohio, Col. Alvin C. Voris.
85th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col, Edward

Campbell.

Second Brigade.

Col. Joseph R, Hawley.

6th Connecticut, Maj. Daniel Klein.
7th Connecticut, Capt. Seager S. Atwell.
.3d New Hampshire, Maj. Janies F.

Randlett.
7th New Hampshirii, Col. .Joseph C.

Abbott.
10th New York Heavy Artillery (detach-

numt), Maj. 3'liomas .J. Strong.

Third Brigade.

Col. Harris M. Plaisted.

10th Connecticut, Maj. Edwin S. Greeley.
11th Maine, Caxit. Simeon H. Merrill.
24th Massachusetts, Capt. George W. Gardner.
100th New York, Col. George B. Dandy.

Ist Maryland Cavalry (dismounted), Lieut. Col. Jacob H. Counselinan.
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SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Robert S. Foster.

Mrst Brigade.

Col. N. Martin Curtis.

3(1 New York, Capt. Jay M. Wicks.
112th New York, Lieut. Col. John F.

Smith.
117th New York, Col. Rufus Daggett.
142(1 New York, Lieut. Col. Alherr M.

Barney.

Second Brigade.

Col. William B. Barton.

47th New York, Capt. George B. Kirl)y.

48th New York, Lieut. Col. William B.
Coan.

76th Pennsylvania, Capt. .Joseph R. Fin-
ley.

97th Pennsylvania, Col. Galusha Penny-
packer.

Third Brigade.

Col. Francis A. Osborn.

13th Indiana (three companies), Capt. Samuel M. Zent.
9th Maine, Capt. Robert .1. Gray.
4th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Jeremiah D. Drew.

115th New York, Capt. William H. Shaw.
169th New York, Lieut. Col. Alonzo Aldeii.

THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. William Birney.

First Brigade.

Col. James Shaw, Jr.

29th Connecticut Colored Troops, Maj.
David Torrance.

7th U. S. Colored Troops, Capt. .Julius A.
Weiss.

8th U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. Edelmiro
Mayer.

9th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col.
Samuel C. Armstrong.

Second Brigade.^

Col. John H. Holman.

1st U. S. Colored Trooiis, Maj. Henry S.

Perkins.
22(1 IT. S. Colored Troops, Col. .Joseph B.

Kiddoo.

Unattached troops.

37th New .Jersey, Col. E. Burd Grubb.

ARTILLERY BRIGADE.

Lieut. Col. Freeman McGilvery.

Connecticut Light, 1st Battery, Capt. James B. Clinton.
New Jersey Light, 4th Battery, Lieut. Charles R. Doane.
New Jersey Light, 5th Battery, Capt. Zenas C. Warreu.
3d New York Light, Battery E, Capt. George E. Ashby.
3d New York Light, Battery H, Capt. William J. Riggs.
New York Light, 16th Battery, Capt. Richard H. Lee.
New York Light, 33d Battery, Capt. Alger M. AVheeler.
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery A, Lieut. AVilliam Stitt.

1st Pennsylvania Light, B.attery E, Capt. Thomas G. Orwig.
3(1 Rhode Island Heavy, Battery C, Capt. Martin S. James.
Ist United States, Battery D, Lieut. Joseph P. Sanger.
1st United States, Battery M, Capt. Loomis L. Langdon.
,3d United States, Battery E, Lieut. .John R. Myrick.
4th United States, Battery D, Capt. Frederick M. Follett.

Also reported in First Brigade, Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps.
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UNATTACHED TROOPS.

4th Massachusetts Cavalry, Companies E, F, G, H, I, K, L, and M, Col. Arnold A.

Rand.

EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. Edward O. C. Ord.*

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. .Joseph B. Carr.

First Brigade.

Col. Aaron F. Stevens.

2d New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Joah
N. Patterson.

13th New Hampshire, Maj. Normand
Smith.

Slst New York, Lieut. Col. .John B.

Raulston.
08th New York, Lieut. Col. William

Kreutzer.
139th New York, Maj. Embre Rogers.

Second Brigade.

Col. Edgar M. Cullen.

8th Connecticut, C.apt. Charles M. Coit.

5th Maryland, Maj. David B. White.
10th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. John

Coughlin.
96th New York,Capt. George W. Hindes.
118th New York, Lieut. Col. George F.

Nichols.

Third Brigade.

Col. Samuel H. Roberts.

21st Connecticut, Capt. .James F. Brown.
40th M.‘issachusetts, Cajit. Wisner Park.
92d New York, Caiit. Harry C. Fay.
58th Pennsylvania, Maj. Charles A. Winn.
188th Pennsylvania, Maj. Francis H. Reichard.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Adelbert Ames.

First Brigade.

Col. James Stewart, .Jr.

23d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. John W.
Raymond.

25th Massachusetts, Capt. Albert H. Fos-
ter.

27th Massachusetts, Capt. Peter S. Bai-
ley.

9th New Jersey, Capt. Augustus Thomp-
son.

55th Pennsylvania, Capt. John C. Shear-
er.

Second Brigade.

Col. George M. Guion.

11th Connecticut, C<apt. Francis T.
Brown.

8th Maine, Maj. Willi.am M. McAr-
thur.

12th New Hampshire, Capt. Thomas E.
Barker.

148th New York, Lieut. Col. John B.
Murray.

19th Wisconsin, Lient. Edward O. Em-
erson.

Third Brigade.

Col. Harrison S. P''airchild.

89th New York, Capt. James Hazley.
2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Maj. .James L. Anderson.

* Also in command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina during the
temporary absence of General Butler.
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THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Charles J. Paine.

First Brigade*

Col. John H. Holman.

1st U. S. Colored Troops^ Maj. Henry S.

Perkins.
22d U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Joseph B.

Kiddoo.
37th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col.

Ahial G. Chamberlain.

Second Brigade.

Col. Alonzo G. Draper.

5th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col.
Giles W. Shurtleff.

36th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col.
Benjamin F. Pratt.

38th U. S. Colored Troops (seven com-
panies), Lieut. Col. Dexter E.
Clapp.

Third Brigade.

Col. Samuel A. Dunc.vn.

4th U. S. Colored Troops, Maj, Augustus S. Boernsteiu.
6th U. S. Colored Troops, Coi. .John W. Ames.
10th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Edward H. Powell.

DEEP BOTTOM, VA.

2d U. S. Colored Cavalry (dismounted). Col. George W. Cole.

UNATTACHED,

79th New York (two companies), Capt. Henry G. Heffron.

artillery brigade.

Col. Alexander Piper.

3d New York Light, Battery K, Capt. James R. Angel.
3d New York Light, Battery M, Capt. John H. Howell.
New York Light, 7th Battery, Lieut. Martin V. McIntyre.
New York Light, 17th Battery, Capt. George T. Anthony.
Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery F, Lieut. Thomas Simpson.
1st United States, Battery B, Lieut. Robert M. Hall.

4th United States, Battery L, Lieut. Stephen L. Hubbard.
5th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Israel Ludlow.
5th United States, Battery F, Lieut. Alexander J. McDonald.

CAVALRY DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Augu.st V. Kautz.

First Brigade.

Col. Robert M. West.

3d New York, Col. George W. Lewis.
5th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Christo-

pher Kleinz.

Second Brigade.

Col. Samuel P. Spear.

1st District of Columbia, Maj. J. Stan-
nard Baker.

11th Pennsylvania, Maj. Franklin A.
Stratton

.

Artillerg.

Wisconsin Light, 4th Battery, Capt. George B, Easterly.

*Also reported in Second Brigade, Third Division, Tenth Army Corps.
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DISTRICT OF EASTERN VIRGINIA.

Brig. Geu. George F. Shepley.

623

PORTSMOUTH.

Brig. Gen. Israel Vogues.

20th New York Cavalry, Col. Newton B. Lord.
1st U. S. Colored Cavalry (five companies—dismounted), Maj. Harvey W. Brown.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 3d Battalion, Lieut. Col. Augustus B. R.

Sprague.
New York Light Artillery, 8th Battery, Capt. Butler Fitch.

13th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. William A. Howard.
2d U. S. Colored Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Francis C. Choate.

NEWPORT NEWS.

Brig. Gen. Edward A. Wild.

Ist U. S. Colored Cavalry (three companies—dismounted).

FORT MONROE.

Col. Joseph Roberts.

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (battalion). Col. Joseph Roberts.

U. S. Veteran Reserve Cori>s, 2d Battalion (five companies), Lieut. William Shields.

fort magruder.

Col. Joseph J. Morrison.

4th Massachusetts Cavalry, Company G, Lieut. Orson A. Baxter.
20th New York Cavalry, Company H, Lieut. John D. Lee.
Ist New York Mounted Rifles (detachment), Capt. Minott A. Pruyn.
16th New York Heavy Artillery (detachment), Col. Joseph J. Morrison.

EASTERN shore.

Capt. Robert E. Duvall.

Purnell Legion (Maryland) Cavalry, Company A, Captain Robert E. Duvall.
11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company L, Lieut. James D. Mahon.
1st Virginia, Loyal, Company A, Lieut. Oliver G. Thomas.
3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (detachment).

DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer.

SUB-DISTRICT OP THE ALBEMARLE.

Col. David W. Wardrop.

16th Connecticut (two companies), Capt. Joseph H. Barnum.
85th New York (one company), Lieut. Col. Will W. Clarke.
101st Pennsylvania (one company), Lieut. David M. Ramsey.
103d Pennsylvania (two companies), Capt. Thomas A. Cochran.
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company D, Capt. James Moran.
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Comi)any K,* Capt. Emelins De Meulen.

SUB-DISTRICT OF liEAUFOKT.

Col. Thomas J. C. Amory.

17th Massachusetts (three companies), Capt. Henry Splaine.
Ist North Carolina (eight companies). Col. Joseph M. McChesney.
2d North Carolina (five companies), Lieut. C(d. Walter S.^Poor.

158th New York, Col. James Jourdau.
23d New York Cavalry (two companies), Cai)t. Emory Cummings.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company B, Capt. Neheraiali P. Fuller.
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery C (section), Lieut. Enoch Jones.

Detachment 24th Battery New York Light Artillery attached.
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SUB-DISTRICT OF NEW BERNE.

Brig. Gen. Edward Harland.

15th Connecticut, Col. Charles L. Upham.
1st North Carolina (two companies), Capt. Richard J. Allen.

99th New York (four companies), Capt. John C. Lee.
132d New York, Lieut. Col. George II. Hitchcock.
9th Vermont, Col. Edward H. Ripley.

12th New York Cavalry, Col. James W. Savage.
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Col. Jones Frankie.
1st North Carolina Colored Heavy Artillery (recruits), Maj. Thorndike C. Jameson.
3d New York Light Artillery, Lieut. Col. Henry M. Stone.

New York Light Artillery, 23d Battery, Capt. Alfred Ransom.
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (ten comi)anies), Lieut. Col. George W. Tew.

Washington, iSejjtemher J, 1864—.9 j?. m.
(Eeceived 2d.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The Navy Department appears very anxious that the army should
take Wilmington. At the instance of Captain Fox, General Gillmore
has been directed to accompany Mr. Fox to see you on the subject.

AVhether any operations there be possible, and, if possible, whether
expedient to be undertaken now, is left wholly to your judgment by
the President and entire satisfaction will be felt with your determina-
tion. Fox and Gillmore started for City Point to day. I have ordered
Bowers’ appointment as assistant adjutant-general, according to your
request.

E. M. STANTON,
I8ecret(iry of War.

Washington, (September J, 1864—2 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point.) Va. :

Assistant Secretary Fox, Navy Department, and General Gillmore
go down to see you about a project on Wilmington. It originates in

the Navy, not in the War Department. I think we have more irons

now than we can keep from burning.
H. WL HALLECK.

Major-General and Chief of tStaff.

,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September i, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant ;

I have nothing of consequence to report this morning, unusnal qniet
prevailing yesterday and last night. The enemy are apparently erect-

ing a battery on the north side of the Appomattox to enfilade the posi-

tion occupied by the 13-inch mortar. This will be met by a removal of

the mortar to a more secure ])osition. Orders will be issued this morn-
ing to Brigadier-General Gregg instructing him to concentrate all the
available cavalry of his own and Kautz’s command, after leaving the
necessary pickets so as not to attract the enemy’s attention, and with
this command, supported by Ayres’ division. Fifth Corps, who for this
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purpose will be ordered to report to liiin, to proceed at early daylight

to-morrow, from the left of Warren’s line, to the several roads leading

into Petersburg from the west and southwest and endeavor to capture
or destroy some of the enemy’s trains, supposed to be passing between
Stony Creek and Petersburg. It is believed, however, that besides

strong escorts to these trains the enemy is prepared for an oi)eration of

this kind by the disposition of his cavalry between Stony Creek and
Petersburg and by holding in readiness an infantry reserve to meet the
contingency. *

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September I, 1861—11 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant- General.^ City Point:

I liave to ask of the lieutenant-general commanding the favor of a
seven-days’ leave to visit my family in Philadelphia to attend to private
affairs, the leave to commence on Sunday the 3d instant. This applica-

tion is based on the belief, so far as my knowledge extends, that the
operations of this army during that time will admit of my services being
dispensed with.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General., Commanding.

City Point, Va., September 1, 1861—11.05 a. m.

Major-General Meade:
Your dispatch of 11 a. m. received. From all information for the last

twenty-four hours Early’s force is now on its way to Eichmond. If this

proves true we may expect stirring times Avithin a few days of his ar-

rival, and I should not like you to be absent. A dispatch is just in,

however, from General Sheridan, and as soon as it is deciphered I may
be able to tell better what may be expected, and will inform you. If

you do go I would prefer your starting immediately so as to be back as
early as possible.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September 1, 1861.

• (Eeceived 1 p. m.)
Major-General Meade :

Sheridan is satisfied that no considerable force, if any, has been de-
tached from his front. I am willing, therefore, that you should go for

a week, but if it is convenient for you would i)refer that you start this

evening. Ingalls starts for Washington this evening in a special boat,
and if you will go he will start at any hour that suits your conven-
ience.

40 R R—VOL XLIl, PT II

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864—1 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
Your telegram just received. I will be ready to leave this evening

with Ingalls, and will endeavor to return before the end of the week.
Whom shall I leave in command during my absence Major-General
Parke is the ranking officer.

GEO. G. MEADE,
^ Major-General.

City Point, September I, 1864.

(Deceived 2.30 p. m.)
Major-General Meade :

General Parke, being the senior officer, will be left in command.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864—3.05 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

General Meade has left. Shall I notify General Hancock and Gen-
eral Warren of what General Eerrero reports and tell them to get their

reserves under arms
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September I, 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Please notify Generals Hancock and Warren ot General Ferrero’s

report and have them get their reserves under arms. Eerrero is at the
Gurley house. Are you in telegraphic communication with General
Gregg or the commanding officer of the cavalry?

J'NO. G. PARKE, *

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September I, 1864—3 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

We have no telegraphic communication Avith General Gregg, whose
headquarters are on the plank road beyond the Williams house. Gen-
eral Gregg has just got here. He left his headquarters at 2 o’clock,

when everything was quiet. I luiA^e sent a staff officer to inquire
about it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
- September i, 1864,

Major-General Parke,
Comdg. Army of the Potomac,, Headquarters Ninth Corps

:

Tlie following just received from the staff officer I sent out. I have
notified Hancock and Warren:

Headquarters Second Arma" Corps,
Septemher 1, 1864—5.10 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The picket-line of the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry, on right of Sixteenth Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Colonel Smith, on right of plank
road, was attacked. Colonel Smith, temporarily commanding Cavalry Division,
strengthened his lines and sent out reconnoitering force. It has returned, and Col-
onel Smith reports they found no enemy, and thinks the attack was only a raid on
the picket-line. All quiet now.

C. D. EMORY,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

The following dispatch just received by General Gregg:

Headquarters Second Division Cavalra',
September 1, 1864. (Received 4.40 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

Pickets of Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry attacked by enemy. Colonel Smith has
sent out First Maine. All quiet on other parts line. The Fourth is near Gurley^s
house.

H. C. WEIR,
A ssistant A djutan t-G eaieral.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

U. S. Ship Onond4.ga,
James River, September 1, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Commanding Armies of the United States

:

General: I liave respectfully to inform you that since the morning
of the 29th ultimo the boats of the U. S. steamer Sassacus have been
employed dragging the river with grapnels below City Point to Har-
risoffs Landing for the torpedoes supposed to have been placed in that
vicinity, but have not succeeded in finding any. It is thouglit that
their locality is not correctly defined, or that the parties reporting them
have been misinformed. I have ordered a steamer to patrol the river
nightly from City Point to Harrisoifs Landing to prevent the enemy
from indulging in any such diabolical tri(ffis hereafter.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'melan(^ton smith.

Captain and Divi.sional Officer, Commanding in James River.
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 1, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff :

General: A rebel deserter from Eiglitli Alabama Pegimeut, San-
ders’ brigade, Mabone’s division, wbo left his picket line last night and
arrived here this morning, reports no changes in the enemy’s i)osition.

Mahone’s division is posted in the trenches from their right to left in

the following order: Wright, Mahone, Sanders, Harris, Pinegan. The
brigades of this division are very much reduced in numbers. This man
states that it is well understood that there are but 500 men in Sanders’
brigade, and that it is as large as the brigades of the division will

average. They have lost severeljAn the recent battles. The inform-

ant also states that Anderson’s and Law’s brigades, of Field’s division,

are lying in a ravine between the lead-works and plank road. Gen-
eral Butler reported these two brigades gone from his front several

days ago.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEF,

Captain^ &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marsiial-General’s Department,

September 1, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The men from Eighth Alabama report that the wagon
train si)oken of went from Stony Greek to Dinwiddie Court-House,
thence to Petersburg on old stage (or plank) road. They do not know
the strength of guard Avith train, or whether they run regular or not.

They think that most of their supx)lies are brought by South Side and
Danville railroads.

yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McEOTEE,
Captain.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 1, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Of the three men sent toward Stony Creek Station one
was captured and the two others have just returned. They report
that they Avent about three miles below Beams’ Station, but could not
get through Jones’ Hole Swamp, and consequently could not get to

the railroad beloAV Beams’. They state that tliat part of the country
is thoroughly guarded; tliat all roads are picketed, and there are
guards at every crossing along the streams. They saw negroes Avho

had lately be(*ii at Stony Creek Station who told them that there was
no work being done on the railroad in that viciiiily, and that they were
not building a branch railroad. They also stated that the cars do not
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run as far up as Stony Creek. The negroes told tlieiii that the enemy
were expecting us to make a raid through that country, and that they

were exceedingly vigilant on that aceount.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain, the.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Proyost-Marshal-General,

City Point, Va., September 1, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: I have received from E. G. Lee, eommanding U. S.

steamer Commodore Morris, seven refugees brought through from
Eichmond by our agent. They left Eichmond last evening at 8 o’elock.

Papers brought by them were given to the officers on the steamer.

One of them, a bright and intelligent young man who was born in the
North, says that on Sunday last he met an acquaintance of his who has
long been a sutler in the army; that he knew of his having gone some
little time ago to General Early’s forces in the Valley with a supply of

tobacco. He says that when they met on Sunday the sutler told him
that all of General Early’s troops were on their way back. He did not
know what point they had reached on their return, but the facGof the
whole force returning was spoken of as a certainty. It was understood
that they were coming back to General Lee’s army. This refugee says
that on Sunday night some troops passed through Eichmond going to

the Petersburg railroad, but whence they came, and whether or not
they were the advance of Early, he is unable to say. Yesterday morn-
ing a battalion of artillery numbering some sixteen guns passed through
the eity on its way, as was understood, to Chaffin’s farm. No troops
were with it except such as belonged to the artillery, and the reasons
for the movement were not understood. General Kemper has been
put in command of the reserve militia of Virginia, of which two regi-

ments, the First and Nineteenth, are in the city doing duty at the
various departments, offices, the Libby Prison, Castle TTiunder, &c.
The First Eegiment is comx^osed of Virginians, old men and boys, over
and under the age subjecting them to conscrijition. The Nineteenth
Eegiment is comx)osed of foreigners who have rendered themselves
liable to do military duty by voting within the Confederacy, but are at
the same time i^ermitted to remain in Eichmond as shoemakers, black-
smiths, &c. These, with the Tredegar Battalion, the Navy Battalion,
the Arsenal Battalion, the Armory Battalion, and Hensley’s Battalion
of clerks in the War Department, contain every man able to walk or
render any service whatever, and are thought to average about 300
men each. Flour is said to be still advancing, the most ordinary
(piality being now difficult to get at $325 a barrel, and the stalls for

the sale of meat in the market have been reduced to two or tliree in
number. Poi k is not to be had in the market, and the fresh meat
which has supi>lied the city for a short time iiast has been mainly
bought by the Government and sold at fixed pric.es to the poorer classes.
It was said to have been sent on by General Early, and was of very
poor (juality. No military movements, not hereinbefore stated, are
known to have takeii i)lace.

Very respectfully,

GEOEGE H. SJIAEPE,
Colonel, drc.
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llEADQUAKTEKS AkMY OE THE rOTOJMACj
September 1, 1864. •

Colonel Sharpe,
City Pointy Va.:

Enemy is lying here from their right to left in the following order:
Wilcox, Mahone, Heth, Johnson, Hoke. Mahone’s division lies from
tlieir right to left in the following order: Wright (resting on railroad),

Mahone, Sanders, Harris, Finegaii. Law’s and Anderson’s brigades,
of Field’s divivSion, are lying in ravine between plank road and lead-

works.
J. McEOTEF,

Captain.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal General,

September f
,
1864.

Captain McEntee :

My Dear Sir: Deserters yesterday from Twenty-fifth Virginia Bat-
talion report that all of Field’s division has gone to Petersburg, except
one brigade. Deserter from Second Maryland reports that there are
but seventy men for duty in the battalion

5
that they lost eighty-eight

men in tlie.assault on the Weldon railroad. I sent to you a telegram
epitomizing the information received here on the 29th instant through
a telegram from Captain Leet regarding Early. My telegram was either

late on the 29th or early on the 30th, and was nearly in these words (I

write from memory) : That reports from our scouts from Mine Bun
showed movements indicating the return of Early’s troops

j
that Gen-

eral Edward Johnson had gone to Atlanta; that it was reported Beaure-
gard had gone to Atlanta with a part of the troops from the Valley. I

should like very much to know if such a telegram was not received.

Yours,
G. H. SHABPE.

Headquarters, ^
September f, 1864. (Beceived 4.25 p. m.)

Colonel Sharpe :

Deserter from Twenty-sixth Mississippi, Davis’ brigade, Heth’s
division; intelligent deserter from Nineteenth Georgia, Colquitt’s

brigade, by birth a Pennsylvanian, says Johnson and Hoke join on the
left of Heth and carry line to the river. Says nothing is rumored of

Early’s return from the Valley
;
on the contrary, he says there is talk of

sending him more men from Longstreet’s old corps. No deserter or

refugee that I have examined believes that Early will abandon the Val-
ley. This young man says that it is not believed that we have much of a
force before Petersburg

;
that his colonel remarked yesterday that he

would take his regiment alone and carry our first line, if supported.

He also says they are in daily expectation of our withdrawal, and the

men all dread remaining here this winter; that great dissatisfaction

])revails, and all agree that this is the last year of the war. He says

ids lieutenant knew of his intention to desert, and will come over him-

self the first opportunity.
FEED. i;. .^[ANNING,

Lieatenaut amt Aide de Camp.
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Septemrer 1
,
1804—G.30 p. m.

JNIaj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Sicpidl Officer:

Considerable dust tliis a. in. to south and west of city, but no inove-

menf of troops can be seen. The usual quiet all along the lines.

A. C. JORDAN,
(Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arimies oe the United States,
No. 85. )

City Point., Va., (September 4, 1864.##**#**
2. On surgeon’s certificate of disability leave of absence for twenty-

five days is hereby granted Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls, chief quarter-
master, Armies operating against Richmond, to take efiect on the 5th
of September next.

3. Col. P. P. Pitkin, chief quartermaster of the City Point depot, is

announced as acting chief quartermaster of the Armies operating
against Richmond during the absence of General Ingalls.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant

;

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 236. )

September 4, 1864.

* * * * * # * *

2. The Fifth and Ninth Corps will, with as little delay as practicable,

be each reorganized into three divisions. In the Fifth Corps one of the
divisions will be composed exclusively of the troops composing the old
First Army Corps, except that the corps commander is authorized, if

he thinks it best, to assign the Maryland trooi)S in his command which
belonged .to the First Corps to the other divisions to be formed. In
the Ninth Corps the First Division will be broken up and the regiments
composing it transferred to the Second and Third Divisions. Before
carrying into effect the arrangement above directed the commanders of
the Fifth and Ninth Corps will submit to the major-general command-
ing their projects for the reorganization of their corps, giving the dis-

position proposed to be made of the general and staff officers whose
positions may be changed and the names of such officers, if any, as may
be rendered supernumerary.*##***#

10. During the temporary absence of the major-general commanding
the command of the troops operating against I*etersburg south of the
Aj)])oinattox devolves upon Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke, the senior olficer

])resent.

# * * * * * *

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 237. ) September i, 1864.

Pariigrapli 2 of Special Orders, No. 236, of this date, from these head-
quarters, is so far modified as to require that the Fifth Army Corps he
reorganized into two instead of three divisions, as directed in that
order.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistcmt A djutcmt- General.

Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 288. )

Washington., September 7, 1864.#*#***#
3. Capt. H. E. Clum, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, will proceed without

delay to headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina and
relieve Capt. L. B. Norton, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, in his duties as
chief signal officer of that department.

4. Capt L. B. Norton, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, on being relieved

from duty in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, will pro-

ceed without delay to headquarters Department of the Susquehanna
and assume charge of the signal detachment of that department.

5. First Lieut. Paul Brodie, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, will report in

person without delay for duty to the chief signal officer Department of
Virginia and North Carolina.

6. The following officers of the Signal Corjis, IJ. S. Army, are hereby
relieved from duty in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina
and will proceed without delay to headquarters Middle Military Divis-

ion and report in person to Major-General Sheridan, commanding, for

assignment to duty: First Lieut. Wilson Bruyn, First Lieut. Charles
F. Cross, Second Lieut. O. B. Ireland.

7. Second Lieut. Francis K. McCloskey, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is

hereby relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac and will, at

the expiration of his leave of absence, reyiort in person for duty to the
chief signal officer Department of the Susquehanna.*******
By order of the Secretary of War:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 1, 1864—9 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

There has been no change in my lines since last report. The large
redoubt on the iilank road has been partially drained and the work on
the fort near the Strong house continued. Fatigue details have also

been at work on tlie new fort on the left of the plank road and the one
at the head of the l ailroad cut.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
JSeptemher 1864—3.25 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
General Ferrero reports heavy skirmishing with the cavalry in his

rear. The major-general commanding thinks you had better get your
reserves under arms.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Major-General Warren.)

Headquarters Second Corps,
September i, 1864. (Received 4.15 p. m.)

General Humphreys:
I have ordered my available troops under arms. If there is any

trouble in the direction indicated by your dispatch, I should be author-
ized to move General Miles from his position at the Avery house.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher f 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Information received from the cavalry picket-line shows that there is

no longer any necessity of the reserves being under arms.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to General Warren.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 1, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that during the operations
to-morrow the troops be on the alert and the available force held ready
to move. No details for working i)arties will be furnished to-morrow.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals Warren and Willcox.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher f 1864. (Sent 8 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

I am instructed to inform you that General Gregg will concentrate
a strong cavalry (;oluir»n during the night, and at daylight make a dash
upon the enemy’s line of coinniuiiication between Petersburg and Stony
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Creek Depot, moving from our lines near the Perkins house, (leneral

Warren will place a division of infantry under Gregg’s orders for sup-
port. The commanding general desires that especial vigilance be
enjoined upon the trooi^s in the front.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major- Oeneral and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals Birney and Willcox.)

Artillery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,
Se])temher 1, 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Army Corps :

Edgell’s battery, of your corps, relieved the siege guns in Fort Hell.

Both the batteries in that fort are rifles
j
one, at least, should be of Napo-

leons. I have none of that kind at my disposal. Either an additional
battery of Napoleons should be put there or exchanged for EdgelPs.
It would be more efficient for use against the rifle-pits of the enemy’s
skirmishers. I am on a court-martial, and can’t go up this morning.

HENBY J. HUNT,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 1, 1864.

In consequence of a proposed movement of the cavalry under Gen-
eral Gregg, it is directed that no details for fatigue be furnished to-

morrow. The troops will be kept in readiness to move at short notice,

and those on the line particularly will be on the alert.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

W. P. WILSON,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adj^itant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps,
September 27^ 1864.*

The following directions are given for the better police of the line

of intrenchments held by this corps

:

I. The troops along the line connecting with the inclosed works will

not be permitted to occupy the ground near the parapet. In all cases
a sufficient interval must be allowed for the passage of troops in col-

umns of four, and for the prompt formation in line to resist an attack.

II. In the inclosed works commanders will exact constant attention

to sanitary and police measures. No rubbish whatever will be allowed
to be put in the ditches, and the parade ground and banquettes must
be kei)t cleared, so as to permit the promptest movements of the gar-

rison in case of an attack.

III. Sinks for the use of the men will be constructed along the entire

line and the men forced to make use of them. Where the rifle-pits

have been left in a filthy condition by the trooiis formerly on the line

they will be properly policed.

"Erroneously iirranged out ol‘ chronological order.
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J\ .. Diiiiiis will be constructed to keep the pits and vicinity of the

forts dry. When the ritle-pits cannot be drained otherwise, small pits

for the reception of the surface water should be sunk, to be emptied
and cleaned out whenever necessary.

V. The assistant inspector-general will detail an officer of his depart-

ment to inspect the line daily to report upon the observance of this

order and the orders heretofore published respecting the i)olice and
sanitary measures of camp. The report of this officer will be sent to

these headquarters daily at 8 a. m.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Artillery Brig., Second Corps,
No. 141. ) September 1, 1864.

Battery K, Fourth IT. S. Artillery, Lieut. J. W. Eoder commanding,
is relieved from duty with the First Division of the corps. Lieutenant
Eoder will report without delay with his battery at these headquarters.
The Third New Jersey Battery, C and I, Fifth United States, and the
Twelfth New York Battery will unhitch and unharness.
By command of Maj, John G. Hazard:

U. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 1, 1864.

[General Mott:]
The line for the rifle-pit to connect the redoubt on the plank road

with the one at the Strong house is laid out. The general desires as
much work done on it as practicable to-day by your pioneers. Colonel
Morgan has seen General Pierce on the subject, and his pioneers and a
few from Colonel McAllister’s brigade are already at work, putting u})

the revetment and clearing away the underbrush, so that a large
detail from First and Second Divisions can work to-night. No further
directions are necessary to them.* The general will require the garri-

son at the large redoubt to work on that part of the rifle-pit adjacent
to the fort to-night—half of the garrison to work till 12 m., the remain-
ing half till daylight; the first relief to commence work at dark. He
wishes you to provide them with tools in the proportion of one pick to
two shovels; also to send a staff officer to report to me at 4 p. m., to
whom the work to be done will be indicated. Those of your men from
the brigades of General Pierce and Colonel McAllister at work to-day
will not be requii*ed to work to-night. The night work will be done by
the details from First and Second Divisions and from the garrison at
the redoubt.

Ecspectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MOEGAN,

Lieutenan t- Colon el and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
.

tSeptemher 1864—i p. m.
Brigadier-General Mott,

Commanding Third Division

:

General: Major-General Hancock directs me to say that it is

reported that heavy skirmishing is going on with the enemy’s cavalry
in rear of General Ferreroj he therefore directs that you hold your
command in readiness for any contingency. The working party now
in the fort near the Strong house will form the garrison of the fort in

case of any difficulty in that vicinity, and will hold the fort under
charge of such officer as you may select, meanwhile they will continue
to work, as all they do adds to the defensive power of the position.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MOEGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher i, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneraf Army of the Fotomac

:

1 have the honor to report that about 10 a. m. yesterday the enemy
advanced a party about 150 strong to the vicinity of the Davis house,
drove in the outlying xiicket, near the signal station, capturing 8 men,
wounding 3, and killing 1, and causing the pickets to fall back a short

distance. The enemy then retired. We hold the Davis house, but our
signal station is much annoyed by the enemy’s sharpshooters. There
are 2,400 men at work daily on the defenses at this iioint, and 1,200
daily on picket, which, together with the details for camp guards and
other necessary duties, makes the entire command on duty every other
day.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 1, 1864—12.25 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The commanding general decides that the regiments of the old First

Division, the Maryland Brigade excepted, must be organized into one
division. He authorizes you, however, if you wish to do so, to submit
a project for the reorganization of the Fifth Corps into one division.

S. WILLIAMS,
A ssistant Adjutan t- Genera 1.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher i, 1864—1 p. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

If it is imperative to have the First Corps made into one division I

think it will be best to make one division of the Fifth Corps, too, which
will make one of nearly the same size. I think the best way to do this

is to select the officers who are to command the division and let them
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orgauize the brigades, subject to approval. If the choice of commanders
can be left to me I will make it; if not, I wish the major-general com-
manding to make the selection himself.

G. K. WAKREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
S€2)tcmher Ij 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- Central, Army of the Potomac:

According to the returns of the regiments of the old First Corps,
exclusive of the regiments of the Maryland Brigade, the aggregate
present is 5,785. The field return for August 21 is 11,642 aggregate.

It will be seen that the one division of the old First Corps will comprise
nearly one-half of my command.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Paragraph 2 of Special Orders No. 236, of this date, from these head-
quarters, is so far modified as to authorize you to reorganize the Fifth

Corps into two divisions instead of three, one division to be composed
of the old First Corps and the other of the Fifth Corps

;
and you can

carry this arrangement into efiect without further reference of the sub-

ject to these headquarters. You will, however, report the names of

such staff ofiScers, if any, as may be rendered supernumerary by the
change.
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
>' September i, 1864.

General S. Williams:
General : I wish in the consolidation of this corps to two divisions

• to have General Griffin command one and General Ayres the other.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864—4.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

General Meade has left the army to be absent a few days. He
expected, however, that, as the senior officers. Generals Griffin and
Crawford would be assigned to the command of your two divisions.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 1. 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General*

I shall not do anything toward the reorganization of this corps until

the return of Major-General Meade.
G. K. WAREEN,

Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September i, 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Two deserters from the Seventh Georgia Cavalry (Hampton’s) have
just been brought in. They came in by the Vaughan road. They state

there is but a small force of cavalry there watching our lines. Ko
infantry. They say Hill’s corps is in the trenches at Petersburg.
They will be forwarded at once.

G. K. WARRE^^^,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September f, 1864.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I inclose you a copy of instructions* to Brigadier-General Gregg.
The commanding general directs that General Ayres’ division be iire-

pared to support General Gregg at daylight to-morrow, and that the
commander of the division report to-day to General Gregg for instruc-

tions. As it would interfere with his duties as a member of the Court
of Inquiry, General Ayres need not accompany the division.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September I, 1864—8.30 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have learned what General Gregg has directed my infantry to do
in his support in the morning. It would be much simpler for us here
to send General Crawford’s division. It is all in reserve, while General
Ayres’ is all in the lines, except about 500 out on picket. General
Crawford has as many as General Ayres. I think General Ayres ought
to go if his division goes, and he ranks General Gregg, as does General
Crawford.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Sec llniiiplu'eys to Gregg, }>. (544.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864—9 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding consents to the substitution of Gen-
eral Crawford’s division for that of General Ayres. The commander
of the infantry will not have charge of the operation, which is neces-
sarily intrusted to General Gregg, but will support the cavalry. The
commanding general requests that you will see that the directions for

the movement of the infantry are conveyed to the new commander.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September i, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I send the following, just received:

Halifax Road Signal Station,
Septemher 1, 1864—7.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

From 4.45 p. m. to 6.15 p. m. a cloud of dust was rising at a point north-north-
west from station, and about half a mile back of W. P. Davis’ house. It moved
toward the enemy’s front on Halifax road. Cannot tell whether it was troops or
trains.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September i, 1864—11.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The commanding general requests that you will hold all your avail-

able troops ready at an early hour to-morrow morning lor any contin-

gency that may arise. This will not interfere with the orders already
given in regard to Crawford’s division.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General Grego:

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
September i, 1864—3.10 p. m.

1 hear firing somewhere between you and my corps. Do you know
anything about it?

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

P. S.—Will General Parke please have an orderly take above
message?

G. K. W.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 1864—3.20 p. m.

General Warren:
Your dispatch of 3.10 p. m. to General Gregg just received. I do

not know where General Gregg’s headquarters are. General Ferrero
reported firing to the south of the Gurley house, and has his division

under arms.
JNO. G. PAKKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 1, 1864—11 p. m.

General Gregg:
Can you tell me how much force appeared south of the Gurley house

just before dark and whether the line was re-e[nforced]
;
and will you

not give your officer in command of the picket near me instructions to

send me word direct if anything occurs to-day? When the enemy’s
cavahy [attacked] I got no notification from your line.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAEKEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Hivision,
September 1, 1864.

Major-General Warren:
General Gregg has gone to army headquarters. Pickets of Fourth

Pennsylvania Cavalry were attacked. Colonel Smith, commanding
Second Brigade, has sent out to ascertain what force attacked and to

drive back. All quiet on other parts line. Colonel Stone is liere.

H. C. WEIE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher 1, 1864—12 p. m.

Division commanders will hold all their available troops ready at an
early hour to-morrow morning for any contingency that may arise.

They will have their men under arms and ready for service wherever
required by early dawn.
By command of Major-General Warren

:

A. S. MAEVIN, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Griffin :

General Gregg reports that a portion of his cavalry was driven in

just before dark in front of the Gurley house.
By command of Major-General Warren:

[A. S. MAEYIN, Jr.]

[Memorandum.]

This will not interfere with the orders already given in regard to Gen-
eral Crawford’s division.
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 215. )

Se])temher 1, 1864.

I. The IiidepeDdent Wisconsin Battalion, on duty at these head-
quarters, is relieved, and will proceed to join General Bragg’s brigade,

in the Third Division.*******
By command of Major-General Warren:

FKED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
JSe2)tember 1, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding Second Division

:

General: lam instructed to inform you that General Crawford’s
division has been substituted for yours in the operations of to-morrow.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FKED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 1, 1864—9.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Crawford,
Commanding Third Division

:

General: You will have your division under arms to-morrow morn-
ing, and move the head of your column down the main road toward
Kearns’ Station, so that it will be at the point where our line crosses the
railroad at 3 a. ui. Your division is to sujiport a movement of General
Gregg’s cavalry, and the accompanying instructions* from Major-Gen-
eral Humphreys will show you to what extent.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FKED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Ya., September i, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside,
DrovidencCy it. I.

:

Lieutenant-General Grant directs me to say to you that under exist-

ing circumstances he does not deeDi it best to return you to the com-
mand of your corps at present, but that he will not relieve you from it

unless to assign you to some other command. He therefore desires you
to remain at Providence or such other i)lace as you may select until

further orders from him.
T. 8. BOWEKS,

Assistajit Adjutant- General.

* See Iluinphreys to Warren, 9 p. m., j). 639.
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Headquarters Arma" Corps,
September 1, 1864—9.30 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I liave the honor to report all quiet along my line during the past
twenty-four hours. Small scouting ])arties were sent out from each
division and report the enemy from three-quarters to one mile from our
picket-line. The redoubt at the Chimneys is not yet completed. Tlie

infantry parapet on right of this work will be changed, and I purpose
. making a strong parapet on the line to be staked out by the engineers.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864—3.10 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

Major-General Meade will leave these headquarters at 3 p. m., to be
absent from the army a week. In his absence the command of the
army will devolve on you as senior officer, and he suggests that you
make your headquarters at this place during his absence.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September I, 1864—2.15 p. m.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

I am directed by the major-general commanding to say that you can
carry into effect the order of to-day requiring the reorganization of

your corps into three divisions without further reference of the subject

to these headquarters. The commanding general desires, however,
that General White be designated as the commander of the colored
division.

S. WILLIAMS,
Afisistant Adjutant- General.

. Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September I, 1864—3 p. m. -

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General Eerrero has just reported that the cavalry iii his rear are

skirmishing with the enemy pretty heavily.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 160. i September 1, 1864.

I. In pursuance of paragraph 2, Special Orders, No. 236, headquar-
ters Army of the Potomac, dated September 1, 1864, the First Division

of this cori)s is hereby discontinued and the regiments conii)rising'it



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 643

are transferred to the Second and Third Divisions, as follows : To the
Second Division—Twenty-first Massachusetts Yoliinteers, battalion

Third Maryland Volunteers, battalion Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Vol-

unteers, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers; to the Third Division

—

Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fifty-seventh Massachusetts
Volunteers, Fifty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, One hundredth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and seventy-ninth New York
Volunteers, Fourteenth New York Artillery (heavy).

II. The regiments transferred to the Second Division will be assigned
to brigades b^y the commanding officer of the division.

III. The regiments transferred to the Third Division will constitute

the Third Brigade of that division.

IV. Brig. Gen. John F. Hartranft will assume command of his origi-

nal brigade and temj)orarily the command of the Third Division. Maj.
W. H. D. Cochrane, assistant quartermaster, and Gai)t. 0. J. Mills, as-

sistant adjutant-general, will report for duty at these headquarters.
V. Staff officers rendered supernumerary by the operation of this

order will report to the chiefs of their respective departments at these
headquarters for orders.

VI. Acting staff officers and enlisted men on duty at the different

headquarters of the division and brigades thus broken up will report*

to the commanding officers of their respective regiments.
By command of Brigadier-General Willcox:

JOHN C. YOUNGMAN,
A ssistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
/September I, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff., Army of the Potomac :

The following just received from General Ferrero:

I have to report that Captain Andrews, in command of cavalry pickets in onr
front (Gurley house), states that the enemy attacked his line again at sundown and
drove him back one-quarter of a mile, where he now is, and that it was infantry that
made the attack. I have established a strong picket of infantry in rear of the cav-
alry and ordered my division in line of battle before sunrise in the morning.

The enemy also advanced his vedettes to this edge of the corn-field

in front of the Third Division this evening.
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September I, 1864—11.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Willoox.
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The commanding general directs that you be prepared at daylight to
withdraAv one division from your front to support General Ferrero if he
should require it, and also have the reserve artillery ready to send
him.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Sei)temher 1^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Fourth Division

:

General: Major-General Parke having assumed, in the absence of
Major-General Meade, the command of the Army of the Potomac, the
undersigned respectfully begs to inform you that he has, in comi)liance
with directions of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, temporarily assumed com-
mand of the Ninth Army Corps.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General, Comnumding.

(Same to Brig. Geii. E. B. Potter, commanding Second Division, and
Brig. Gen. John F. Hartranft, commanding First Division.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac:

General : The major-general commanding directs that you concen-
trate your cavalry during the night (your own division and that of
Kantz), leaving such pickets as may be necessary to watch the most
important and most exposed points, and at daylight make a sudden and
rapid dash upon the enemy’s line of communication between Peters-
burg and Stony Creek Depot for the purpose of capturing wagon trains

and straggling escorts, returning with such captures as you make to

your jiresent position before the enemy can collect a largely superior
force against you. This line of communication is the Boydton plank
road or the road west of it. You should leave our lines somewhere
near the Perkins house. General Warren is directed to have Ayres’
division of infantry ready to support you at daylight, the commander
of which will be instructed to report to you during to-day, and to whom
you will give such orders as may be necessary for the efficient execution
of the operations you are charged with.

A. A. HUMPHEEY8,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 1, 1864.

General Gregg:
The picket-line of the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry is re-established.

All quiet in front.

H. C. WEIR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864—7 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General Warren reports at G p. m. tliat two deserters from tiie

Seventh Georgia (Hampton’s) have just been brought in. They
came in by the Vaughan road. They state that there is but a small
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force of cavalry tliere Tvatcliing onr lines—no infantry. As soon as

these deserters reach these headquarters they will be examined and I

will send you anything further that may be elicited. General Patrick •

informs me that there are between 100 and 200 bounty jumpers, as he
styles them, who have deserted from us, and are believed to be in the
woods watching an opportunity to get through the cavalry picket.

This would be a good reason for retaining the picket-line.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 1, 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac:

General: I have directed the regiments of my division and General
Kautz’s regiments to move from my headquarters at 2 a. m. to-morrow.
By moving at this hour my command will be at the Pei*kins house at

daylight. The only roads upon which I can move out to strike the
plank road west of the railroad are the Wyatt road (leading west from
a point about two miles south of General Warren’s position) and the
Dinwiddie stage road. On this latter I will certainly strike the enemy’s
cavalry in force at Gravelly Hill, two miles from Eeams’ Station. Tdie

Wyatt road after leaving the railroad runs in a northwesterly direction

and strikes the Vaughan road two miles and a half out. Prom the
point at which the Vaughan road is struck there is no road leading
^ross to the plank road. The Vaughan road is very certainly defended

for the protection of the plank road. The success of the operation
required of the cavalry requires that a sudden dash be made. If you
have any additional information will you please advise me at what
lioiiit a force of cavalry might be moved rapidly with a prospect of
reaching the road uiion which the enemy may possibly be moving
wagon trains?

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Comdg. Second Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September I, 1864—9.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry

:

I sent you about 7 o’clock some information respecting the condition of
the Vaughan road nearer Petersburg than where you propose to strike
it, showing that it is there but sligiitly guarded. I am not acquainted
with the roads leading to it or to tlie Boydton plank. As soon as these
deserters arrive I will question them and send you the result. The
commanding general directs that the pickets be left on the line they
now hold. General Crawford’s division has been substituted for Gen-
eral Ayres’ to support you. General Warren is directed to see that
yonr instructions to the commander of the latter are turned over to the
commander of CraAvford’s division, and is informed that the oi)eration
is intrusted to you and that the infantry commander will support you..

A. A. HIJMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher i, 1864—9,30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Fotomac

:

General: The following just received from the commanding officer

of tlie cavalry regiment on picket in front of the Gurley house

:

A little before dark this evening the enemy began moving infantry and drove the
left of my line some distance back. Everything indicates an attack to-morrow
morning.

J. ANDREWS,
Captain, Commanding Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

I think this force must be dismounted cavalry.
IX McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September f, 1864—11.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Comtnanding Cavalry

:

(Through headquarters Second Corps.)

Your telegraph received. The commanding general sees no reason
for changing the order for the movement. All available troops will be
held ready at an early hour in the morning to meet any contingency.

A. A. HUMraitEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Hiv., Army of the Potomac,
September f, 1864.

Col. J. P. Taylor,
First Fennsylvania Cavalry

:

My Dear Sir: The order discharging from the U. S. service the
First Pennsylvania Cavalry has been received at these headquarters.
As you will accompany your regiment to Pennsylvania, there to be dis-

charged with it, I can not permit your departure without expressing to

you how much 1 feel the separation of yourself and command from the
Second Division. For nearly two years the First Pennsylvania Cav-
alry has been under my command, and now, at the end of its term of

service, I can proudly say its record is without blemish. The excellence

of your regiment resulted from the ])roper appreciation of discipline by
its officers. In the many engagements of this division, in which your
regiment has participated, many officers and enlisted men have fallen.

Tliey met death facing the foe. Let them be proudly remembered by
those who survive. To you, colonel, my thanks are due for the efficient

manner in which you have always performed your duty, whether as a
regimental or brigade commander. You can return to your home well

satisfied that you failed not in your duty, bearing with you the sincere

friendship of myself and all your companions in arms.
With the very best wishes for your health, happiness, and success in

the future,

I am, very truly, yours.
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- Genera /, Comm anding.
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[September 1,] 18G4—1.35 a. m.
Major-General Ord:
As the two comijauies which you sent to the Berkeley Place are insuf-

ficent to do any work, the general commanding desires that you send
in addition a small colored regiment, which can be relieved after the
defenses are completed.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp,

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and K. C.,

Ko. 240. )
In the Fields V(Uj Septemher 4, 1864^

# * *****
Y. Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, conunanding TYnth Corps, will send to

Broadway Landing, as soon as possible, a regiment of colored troops,

there to take water transportation for Berkeley house, Harrison’s Land*
ing. Quartermaster’s department will famish transportation.

* * * * * * *

IX. The Seventy-ninth Xew York Volunteers will proceed and report
without delay to the commanding officer Ninth Army Corps, Army of
the Potomac.*******

XIII. Brig. Gen. O. S. Perry, U. S. Volunteers, will report in person
without delay to Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, commanding Armies of the
United States.

By command of Major-General Ord:
E. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- Generah

Broadway Landino, Va., Septemher 4, a, m.

Major Trumbull,
First Connecticut Artillery^ Ileadepuarters Tenth Corps:

I have ordered Captain Brooker to relieve you. He will arrive prob-
ably by noon. The ambulance which brings his baggage will bring
back yours, and yourself, too, if you prefer it to horseback. I shall

come down Avith Captain Brooker.
HENEY L. ABBOT,

Colonel First Connecticut Artillery,

Headquarters Siege Artillery,
Broadway Landmup TY., Septeniher 4, 1864.

Maj. E. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Department of Va. and V. C.:

Major: I have the honor to inclose a copy of paragraph IV, Special
Orders, No. 123, head(piarters Eighteenth Army Corps. 1 Avould
respectfully protest against this order: first, because it annuls General
Orders, No.— ,

headquartersDepartmentof Virginia and North Carolina,
dated June 19, 1864 (copy herewith inclosed), and thus deprives me of
the command assigned to me by the commanding general of the depart-
ment; and, second, because it destroys the organization of the siege
artillery of the department, and thus impairs its efficiency. When tlie

lines of Bermuda Hundred Avere first constructed, its fixed artillery
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armament was decided upon by tlie proper engineer and artillery offi-

cers and approved by the commanding general. These artillery troops
were organized into a command independent of both corps then occu-
pying the lines, and ordered to report direct to department headquar-
ters. All morning reports, &c., desired by the different corps com-
manders for their information were forwarded to them, and all firing

was conducted in strict accordance with their orders; but the independ-
ent organization of the command was established, and it has been
strictly preserved. I have supplied these troops with ammunition,
rations, clothing, and, until the recent illness of my assistant surgeon,
with medical attendance. They have consequently never suffered by
the numerous changes of troops in their vicinity. An assistant

inspector-general for my command has been appointed by the command-
ing general after the inconvenience of depending upon the corps com-
manders, for the services of this officer had been practically demon-
strated; and lately a medical officer has been ordered to the command
for the same reason. In fine, the same organization established after

much 'study for the garrisons of the field-works around Washington,
has been adopted here. The troops, being fixed in position, while those
about them are constantly changing, have been organized into a sepa-

rate command (Siege Artillery, Department of Virginia and North Caro-
lina), reporting direct to the commanding general, and only receiving
orders necessary to their propa? co-operation from the coiq)s command-
ers about them. Their system, established by the commanding general
on May 17, and reaffirmed by him at the reorganization on June 19, and
kept constantly in force since that date, is entirely done away with by
the inclosed order from headquarters of Eighteenth Corps. The new
system destroys a compact, well-organized command, consisting of
nine companies, under the charge of Major Cook; deprives both him
and myself of all control; breaks up my command into thirteen inde-

pendent batteries, depending for everything upon the chief of artillery

of a corps. Suppose a transfer of corps to occur, these batteries

would be left without a commanding officer, without rations, without
medical attendance, at the very time when the necessary confusion
Avould most invite an attack. Again, suppose the chiefof artillery of the
Eighteenth Corps should think some change of armament advisable.

Under this order, that which has been fixed by tlie commanding gen-
eral of the department with much care might be changed withoiit his

knowledge or consent. To me the disadvantages of the change appear
so evident that I cannot but protest against the order, and request
that my command may be left as heretofore organized.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

IIENKY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connectieut Artillery^ Gommandmg.

[Tnclosure Xo. 1.]

General Orders.] ITdqrs. Department of Ya. and N. C.,

In the Field, June 19, 1864.*******
The First Connecticut Heavy Artillery and Battery M, Third Penn-

sylvania Artillery, will be reported to these headquarters l)y Col. H. L.

Abbot, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery.
* * * * * * *

By command of Major-General Butler:
J. W. SHAFFEB,

Colonel and Aeting Assistmit Adjutant-CeneraL
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[Inclosuro No. 2.]

G49

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
JSTo. 123. ) In the Field, Va., ^eptemher 1, 1864..

* ' * * * * * *

TV. Commanding officers of all heavy, siege, and permanent batteries

now ill position on the front occupied by the Eighteenth Corps will

report in xierson at once to Col. A. Piper, chief of artillery. Eighteenth
Army Corps, who is placed in command of all artillery from Deep Bot-

tom to Eort Converse. They will also send in daily to the headquarters
of the artillery morning reports of the strength of their batteries and
such other information as may be useful to the chief of artillery.*******
By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:

TIIEODOBE BEAD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

Let a proper order be issued putting the organization and command
of the artillery as was agreed upon and settled as the most for the
benefit of the service by the within order.

e. butleb,
Major-General of Volunteers.

So much of Special Orders, Fo. 123, paragraph lY, issued from head-
quarters Eighteenth Army Corps, as relates to the command of Col. H.
L. Abbot, namely, the siege artillery, is hereby revoked, and Colonel
Abbot will, as heretofore, report only to these headquarters.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 1, 1864—9 a. m.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

All is quiet on my line. At one iioint the enemy keep up a vSharp-

shooters’ fire. So far as I can make out from deserters, Heth has
relieved two of his brigades on my left and sent them to his right in

reserve, and line remains as before. The enemy are busy in construct-
ing boom-proofs and strengthening their lines. I have 700 men on
fatigue, and sent by General Ord’s order a squadron cavalry from my
right that were on picket to Bermuda Hundred for special duty. I

am at work along my line policing and strengthening it. I found its

])olice in most filthy condition, the covered ways having been used as
sinks.

D. B. BIBNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 1, 1864.

Brigadier-General Hunt,
Ghief of Artillery

:

The firing on our lines is in reply to lire opened by the enemy.
Bespectfully,

E. McGILYEBY,
Colonel and Chief of Artillery.
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September 1, 1864. (Eeceived 3.27 p.

Major-General Birney,
Tenth Army Corps

:

Major-General Ord directs that yon send a regiment of colored troops
to Berkeley liouse, Harrison’s Landing, for temx^orary duty. They will

go to Bermnda Landing and take water transportation there. No land
transportation will be required with them.

E. S. DAVIS,
Assistant Adjutant- GeneraU

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 1, 1864—4.15 p. m. (Eeceived 4.35 p. m.)

Major Davis:
As my troops are in line it may be night before a colored regiment

can be taken out. As this will thin my line, could not a regiment from
the reserve at Spring Hill be sent to me during its absence? I sent

you a very intelligent deserter this morning. He reports Heth, Hoke,
and Bushrod Johnson in my front. I have sent in prisoners from all.

^

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Send to General Ord.

Hatcher’s, September 4, 1864.

Major-General Birney :

I have no reserve at Spring Hill. The garrison there is reduced to

two companies.
E. O. 0. OED,

Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 144. ] Before Petersburg^ TM., September 4, 1864.*#*#**#

2. Col. J. B. Howell, Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, is

assigned to the temi)orary command of the Third Division during the
sickness of Brigadier-General Birney, and will assume command at

once.

3. Second Lieut. Joel W. Hyde, Twenty-ninth Connecticut Volun-
teers, is hereby appointed acting assistant inspector-general for the
First Brigade, Third Division, and will be obeyed and respected accord-
ingly. He will report in person to Lieut. Col. E. H. Jackson, assistant

inspector-general, at these headquarters for instruction.

4. The commanding officer of the Third Division will send the smallest
of the colored regiments lately belonging to the Eighteenth Corps to

Bermuda Hundred as soon as possible, there to embark for Berkeley
house, Harrison’s Landing.

* * * # * * *

By command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adj\itant- General.
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Circular.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg

j

Ua., September 1864.

Brigade commanders will enjoin on tlieir officers and men in tlie

trenclies the most extreme vigilance during the night and to-morrow.
At 4 o’clock to-morrow morning the reserves, including every man
capable of bearing arms, will be placed under arms and kept in readi-

ness to move until half an hour after sunrise, and during the whole
day to-morrow no man will be suffered to leave his regiment, except for

absolutely necessary purposes.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:

ADRIAN TERRY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div.. Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg.^ Fu., September f, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Captain : I have the honor to report the following summary of events
pertaining to my command during the past twenty-four hours : The
Ijosition, &c., of the reserves remained unchanged. The draining and
policing of the trenches in my front are in progress, the trenches being-

now in a far better condition than when I hrst occupied them. No
movements of note, offensive or defensive, have been made by my com-
mand.
The officer of the trenches reports last night

:

The euemy kept up a rapid fire of musketry and quite annoying fire from sharp-
shooters, Avho enfiladed the line. They are quite busy erecting, completing, and
repairing works on their line, one of which seems to be built so as to enfilade the
railroad and a great part of the brigade line; also one of his works in process of
construction opposite the center of this brigade line seems so situated as to enfilade
the right of our line. The enemy is also throwing up a second and in some places a
third line of works opposite our center.

The officer of the trenches this morning reports

:

All well. The enemy kept up a fire on the left and center of our line almost con-
tinually. No Avorking was done by them that could bo seen during the night. But
little firing has been done from our brigade. I have had some Avork done on the
trenches.

No casualties have occurred since yesterday’s report.

I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant.

J. B. HOWELL,
Colonel Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Vols.^ Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg., Ya., September f

,
1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that for the past twenty-four
hours it has been unusually quiet on my front. The troops of my com-
mand have been engaged in raising and strengtbening the parapet and
traverses at several i)oints on the line, in rear of Third Brigade a
covered way has been commenced leading from the reserves to the
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trendies. The line was found in a very filthy condition, but sinks are
being- dug, and, though jiolicing is in progress, it will take several
days to place the trenches in proper condition.

I am, respectfully, yours,

R. S. FOSTER,
Brujadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ TVf., September f, 1864.

Colonel Curtis:

Colonel: On account of certain movements that will take place at
daylight to-morrow morning unusual vigilance will be observed on the
part of the troops in the front line, and any movement on the part of
the enemy promiitly reported. The troops of the command will be held
in readiness for any movement that may occur.

By order of Brig. Gen. R. S. Foster:
r. A. DAYIS,

Captain ami Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Colonel Barton and Colonel Osborn.)

Headquarters Third Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Fu., September f

,
1864.

Col. John H. Holman,
Gomdg. Second Brig.^ Third Bir.j Tenth Army Corps

:

Colonel : You will proceed at once with your regiment to Broadway
Landing. You will report to the commanding officer of the post.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
[E. W. MOREY,]

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
September f, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz,
Commanding Carairy Division:

General : General Gregg directs me to say that you will please

leave two of your regiments on jiicket, and come yourself with the other
two regiments.

I am, verv respectfully, vour obedient servant,
H. C. Y^EIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1, 1864—9 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

General: The orders for the movement have not been counter-

manded, but General Gregg will not witlidraw his ]yicket-line.

A. A. HUMPHREA^S,
Major-General aiid Chief of Staff.
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llEAUQUARTEllS KeCIIUITING EeNDEZVOUS,
Newport Neivs^ Va., September 1, 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. F. Siiepley,
Commanding District of Eastern Virginia:

Sir: I Pave the honor to report that some Government employes
(colored) came np here from Fort Monroe and Hampton hospitals,

having been allowed a short leave of absence for the purpose of getting
their families, if possible. I told them I had no boats, but would help
them with men. They reappeared the next day with sail boats. I sent
with them a captain and fifteen men (dismounted cavalry). The fami-

lies were in and about Smithfield. I gave them strict instructions to

abstain from plundering; to injure no one, if possible; to get the women
and children merely, and come away as promptly as possible. They
were to land in the night. They followed these directions closely,

but became delayed by the numbers of women and children anxious to

follow, whom they packed in extra boats picked up there, and towed
along. They also had to contend against a head tide and wind calm, so

that their progress down Smithfield Greek in tlie early morn was ex-

ceedingly slow. The inhabitants evidently gathered in from some con-
certed plan of alarm or signals. For three miles below the party were
intercepted by a force of irregular appearance, numbering about 100,
having horses and dogs with them, armed variously with shotguns, rifles,

&c., and posted behind old breast-works with some hurried additions.

They attacked the leading boats, killed a man and woman, and wounded
another woman therein. The contrabands then rowed over to the
opposite bank and scattered over the marshes. How many more have
been slaughtered we know not. Two men have since escaped to us
singly. When the rear boats, containing the soldiers, came up, the
captain landed, with the design of attacking the rebels, but then the
firing revealed their full numbers. He found they outnumbered him
more than six to one. and that the revolvers of our cavalry, in o])en

boats or on the open beach, would stand no chance against their rifles

behind breast works. He embarked again, and they made their way
past the danger by wading his men behind the boats, having the bag-
gage and bedding piled up like a barricade. They then had a race with
three boats, which put out from side creeks to cut them off. But for

the coolness and ingenuity of Captain Whiteman, none would have
escaped. None of the soldiers are known to have been severely
wounded, but three are missing in the marshes and woods. We have
since learned that there are signal stations in that neighborhood, which
ought to be broken up. I would also earnestly recommend the burning
of a dozen or twenty houses, in accordance with your General Order,
No. 23.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWI). A. WILD,

Brigadier- Oenerat of Volunteers.

New Berne, N. O., September f 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler,
Comdg. Department of Virginia, and North Carolina

:

General: The negroes will not go voluntarily, so I am obliged to
force them. I have sent seventy-one and will send this afternoon about
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150.^ I expect to get a large lot to-morrow. I have done all that could
he done, but I am not as fortunate as you expected me to be. I shall

keep working.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

FEED. MAETIN,
Captain and Aide-de- Cam}).

'

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
N'ew Berne., A. C., Septeynher f, 1864.

Maj. E. S. Davis,
Assista^it Adjutant- General, Bepartynent of Ya. and N. C.

:

Major: The matter of collecting the colored men for laborers has
been one of some difficulty, but I hope to send up a respectable force.

The matter has been fairly explained to the contrabands, and they have
been treated with the utmost consideration, but they will not go will-

ingly. Now, I take it that the state of the country needs their services,

and that if they will not go willingly they must be forced to go, and I

propose to take all I can find who are in no permanent employment and
send them up. I am aware that this may be considered a harsh meas-
ure, but at such a time we must not stop at trifles. As long as the
general understands my motives I do not care particularly for the com-
plaints of outsiders. 1 have promised all the contrabands I have seized

that their pay shall commence from the day of taking them from here.

I hope you will direct the quartermaster so to place them on the rolls.

Captain Martin, upon his arrival, will explain more fully the difficulties

in the way here.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I. N. PALMEE,
Brigadier- General.

Washington, Septeyyiher 2, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Just returned. Does the fall of Atlanta make any change in your
views, especially as to the time, October 1 ?

G. V. FOX.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sepieyyiher 2, 1864—8.20 a. m. (Eeceived 8.40 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Goyyiyyianding Arniies of the United States, City Point:

The following telegrams* received shows the result of the operations
of the cavalry column this morning. Shall General Gregg make
another dash in heavier column at some point two or three miles lower
down! The brigade that made the dash out was 2,G00 or 2,800 strong.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Dfajor- Geyi eral, Coyyi mayiding.

*8ee Gregg to Humphreys, 6.15 and 7.30 a. m., pp. 669, 670.



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 655

City Point, Va., September 186-1.

(lieceived 9.15 a. m.)

•Maj. Gen. J. G. Parkje,
Commmiding Army of the Fotomac:

General Gregg need not make any furtlier effort to reach the enemy’s
wagon train in tlie direction lie did this morning. Keep Warren and
Gregg ready, however, to move out and attack the enemy if he should
feel his way up near our left.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September .9, 1861.

Major-General Parke:
What was the result of the cavalry movement this morning as to

losses on each side ?

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 2^ 1864—3.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commandiiuf Armies of the United States:

General Gregg has not yet reported the losses. He has been tele-

graphed for them. It is reported by him and by General Warren that
no movements of the enemy have been observed, as the following dis-

patches show.*
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- Generaf Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 2, 1861—7.15 v. m. (Received 7.25 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

The parties sent out by General Gregg found no evidence of any
movement of the enemy going on. The signal officer on the Weldon
railroad saw no movements during the day other than those re])orted.

It is probable the brigade of infantry seen going out the Squirrel Level
road re-enforced the infantry and cavalry iiosted at the intersection of
the Roydton plank road and the road the cavalry moved out on.

Gregg’s cavalry got within 300 or 400 yards of the plank road. It was
not intended to strike it so near Petersburg. A branch road from the
one they were on enters the jdank road a mile farther froa:: the town.
No other enters it this side of Rowanty Creek.

3NC). G. PARKE,
Major-General^ Commanding.

*Soc AVarrcn to Humph roys, 2.80 p. m., aud Gregg to HuinplireyS; 2.80 p. lu.,

pp. 065, 670.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

' September 2^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : 1 have the lionor to report the following as the result of

examination of prisoners and deserters who came in this morning and
last night. The two deserters from Seventh Georgia Cavalry report
that Young’s brigade of cavalry is lying about live miles west of Weldon
railroad, on the Dinwiddie road. The Seventh Georgia, now attached to

Young’s brigade, came out in June last, and when it arrived here num-
bered 1,000 men. It now numbers 400, twenty-live ofwhom are mounted.
Tlie Twentieth Georgia Battalion has been attached to Jeff. Davis
Legion, and Fourth Alabama Battalion to Phillips’ Legion. The bri-

gade, they think, numbers about 1,500 men, about two-thirds mounted.
Deserters from Mahone’s and Sanders’ brigades report no changes in

that division. W. H. Dugan, deserter from Twenty-first South Carolina,
just eaine from Weldon, where he had been on furlough. He rei)orts

that Hagood’s brigade came here from Charleston in May last, 3,700
strong, and that he was told by the colonel of the Twenty-seventh
South Carolina, whom he met a few days ago at Weldon, that the bri-

gade, counting sick and wounded, Avould not number 800 men. A
deserter from Lucas’ battalion heavy artillery, stationed at Charleston,
makes the folloAving statement regarding troops about Charleston, &c.

:

Lucas’ battalion, 200 men, stationed on James Island; liA^e companies
heavy artillery, 500 men, and First Eegiment South Carolina Infantry,
700 men, stationed on Sullivan’s Island; Blake’s light battery, 100
men; Thirty-second Georgia Eegiment, 700 men, and Second South
Carolina Heavy Artillery, 800 men, stationed at Mount Pleasant. This,

he states, is a large estimate of troops in that vicinity. He states that
some time ago, when a demonstration was made on Secessionville, that
all the troops were taken from Sullivan’s Island (save three eomiAanies),

and that the latter place could have been taken with one regiment. He
also states that Fort Sumter can never be taken by firing upon it;

that the only way to take it is to starve out the garrison
,
and that can

only be done by keeping up a steady fire during the night. The gar-

rison have very little supplies at a time. Provisions are taken to them
in boats every night, and by preventing that the fort Avould soon be
compelled to surrender. All of the above-mentioned men state that
cars run on Weldon railroad as far as Stony Creek, and that the enemy
are carting supplies from that point to Petersburg via DiuAviddie Court-
House.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McEETEE,

Captain.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864.

[Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff :]

General : I have seen the man from the Twenty-first South Carolina
the second time, and from AAdiat he says I think tliere is no inconsistency
in his statement. He Avas a sergeant in his eomi^any, and had been
offered a i)osition as lieutenant, but declined it. He Avas intimately
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acquainted Avith Colonel Gaillard, and stood by bis side wlien a piece of
shell cut off his arm,* assisted in binding his Avound, &c. On meeting
him at Weldon he casually observed that “ the brigade must be pretty
Av^ell reduced ’’ by this time, and the Colonel rej)lied, Yes; if the sick

and slightly Abounded Avere Avith the brigade I suppose it AAmuld number
800 men.” He also states that many of the men of the brigade have
deserted and gone home. He knew of nine men from his company de-

serting at one time. The brigade has been in several battles in this

vicinity, and alAA^ays lost heavily. They Avere considered the best South
Carolina brigade in the field.

Eespectfully,
J. McENTEE,

Captarn

^

the.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 2^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: Tavo deserters from Lane\s brigade, Wilcox’s division,

Avho just arrived, report the folioAving: They left their picket-line about
noon to-day, and came into our lines in front of the lead-Avorks. Wil-
cox’s division is stationed in the trenches, from their right to left, in the
folloAving order : Anderson’s, Lane’s (in front of lead-Avorks), McGoav-
an’s. Scales’. They Atere both at Petersburg yesterday, and returned
late last evening, and they saw no troops in reserA^e. They haA^e heard
of no troops arriving in that vicinity lately, and they report no recent
changes within the enemy’s lines. They see wagon trains passing
both ways on the plank road Acest of the Weldon railroad eAmry day,
and state that they have no guard with them.

Very respectfully.

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ &c.

They also report that Lane’s brigade moved doAvn the railroad a short
distance this morning on account of some movement observed or sus-

pected within our lines, but they returned again to their old position.

Eesj)ectfully.

J. McEHTEE,
Captain.

Colonel Sharpe:

Headquarters,
September A 1864—1.30 m.

Deserter from Forty-sixth North Carolina, Cooke’s brigade, Hetli’s

division, came into our lines yesterday morning: Says the cooks that
brought rations from the rear reported that Early had been ordered
here from the Valley, and that the rumor Avas regarded as a certainty

by all the soldiers. Ueports no changes, but tells the old story ofwant
in the Confederacy, and the rebellion played out.

FEED. L. MANNING,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

42 R R—VOL XLII, PT U



658 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIT.

Colonel Sharpe:

Headquarters,
September 2^ 1864—7.20 p. m.

Two deserters from First Confederate Battalion, Davis’ brigade,

Hetb’s division, bring nothing new. One from Fifty-first North Caro-

lina, Clingman’s brigade, Hoke’s division. He had heard that Early
was ordered to Petersburg, but finally said that all he heard was origi-

nated from our papers. May there not be something in that'?

FEED. L. MANNING,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
September 2j 1864—8.30 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The enemy continues active on intrenchments in vicinity and left of

lead-works. All quiet and camps unchanged.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergeant.

September 2, 1864.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Over 100 wagons have been observed moving over road; about three-

fourths of them passed to our left. Little labor has been performed by
enemy at and to left of exploded fort.

I. S. LYON,
Signal Officer.

September 2, 1864.

[Maj. B. F. Fisher:]

September 2, 1864.
Major-General Pickett:

[When will] eommunication by telegraph with your headquarters he comi)leted?
What of the enemy^s canal since last report?

G. T. BEAUREGARD,

F. FULLEE,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Major Fisher:

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September .2, 1864.

General Beauregard:
As soon as sufficient wire can he had.

Headquarters Pickett’s Division",
Septeml)cr 2, 1864.

Nothing new about canal since last report.
G. E. PICKETT,

Major-General.

T. E. CLAEK,
Captain and Signal Officer.
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[Maj. B. F. Fisher:]

September 2, 1864—5.25 p. m.
General Beauregard:
This last message could not get on account of sun and smoke, hut it said some-

thing about wire can be had and something about the canal.

G. E. PICKETT.

F. FULLER,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 2, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The enemy are working by large detail on new line of works running

from their main line in vicinity of lead-works southward. The part
running from sheds on railroad to our right, and connecting with main
line, has not been worked on before for eight days. FTo movements or

change of camp visible.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

September 2, 1864—6.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer:

Several light trains seen on Richmond road this p. m. moving toward
the right. Otherwise the usual quiet has prevailed all day.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 2^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the honor to forward the following intercepted
rebel messages received from the signal officer at Walthall house:

Sergeant R.,
At a

:

Have there been any movements of enemy .since last p. m. ? Watch them and re-

port their movements.
B.,

Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel B.

:

Could not see any distance before 8 a. m. When fog cleared off, made the follow-
ing observations : One coin])any of cavalry and one battery of artillery drilling in

open space to our left of Cobb’s.
R.,

Sergeant at C.

Our officer attlie Walthall house states that he observes no changes
in the rebel line or camps, and no movements. The officer at the plank
road station reports

:

The enemy are active in improving works on our front; are building an extensive
fort in front of woods near lead-works; have also commenced a new lino of Avorks
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in rear of main lines north-northwest from this station. At 8.30 a. m. 200 cavalry,
followed by twelve wagons, came from woods in front of large fort near Weldon
railroad

;
passed on the east side of fort and took the road running westerly. Camps

unchanged.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKEE,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 8G. ) City Pointy Va., September 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. O. S. Ferry, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved from
duty in the Dei)artment of Virginia and North Carolina, and will

report in fierson to Maj. Gen. D. N. Couch, commanding Department
of the Susquehanna. Capt. H. L. Johnson, assistant adjutant- general
volunteers, has permission to accompany him.#****##
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant

:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 238. i September 2^ 1864.*******

2. The location of the depot for the recuperation of weak and tem-
fiorarily disabled cavalry horses, made by Maj. Elmer Otis, Fourth
U. S. Cavalry, special inspector of cavalry for this army, is approved.
The camp for dismounted cavalry will be at or near the depot estab-
lished by Major Otis, and said camp is placed under the general super-
intendence of that officer.*******
By command of Major-General Parke:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 2., 1864—6.15 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The following report is just received

:

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September S, 1864.

Captain Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have the honor to report that officers in charge of the pickets inform me that
there has been a movement on the part of the enemy toward their right.

Respectfully,
G. MOTT,

Brigadier-General.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
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Headquarters Second Corps,
y:^ept€mher 2^ 1864. (Eeceivecl 0.25 a. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Two deserters liave just come in, one from Malione’s old brigade and
one from Wilcox’s old brigade. They are not aware of any movement
of their troops.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864—9 a. m.

General Humphreys :

I am connecting Fort Crawford and the redoubt at tlie Strong house
with a rifle-i)it. It requires a great deal of work from my command,
and I am not able to work any south of the fort at the Strong house.
I think the Mntb Corps ought to throw their breast-work forward
there to connect with the fort, as I am doing on the riglit of it. As
it is now, the fort is some 200 yards in advance of the rifle-pit.

WiNF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Sexjtemher 2^ 1864—9 a. m.

General S. Williams:
Since my last report fatigue details from this command have been

working at the fort near the Strong house, the one on idank road, and
the other at the head of the railroad cut. About 1,300 men were at

work last night on the rifle-pit connecting the fort at the Strong house
with Fort Crawford. The one at Strong house is garrisoned and far

enough advanced nearly for guns.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864. (Sent 10.50 a. ni.)

Major-General Hancock,
Gommandimf Second Corps

:

Tlie rifle-pits south of the Strong house redoubt will be attended to

by the Ninth Corps.
A. A. HUMPHKFYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 2, 1864.

(
Received 10.50 a. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I would like a coi)y of the dispatch you sent me on the night of the
24th telling me that a force of the enemy had moved out from Peters-
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burg, and that General Warren thought it might be a working party, &c.
Colonel Walker had this and several dispatches on his person when
captured.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864—11.45 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

I send you the dispatch* you i)robably referred to. I do not find any
other of similar character.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September A l^d4—3 j). m.

Major-General Hancock:
It is considered that the four guns in Battery No. 20 might be removed

without materially weakening the line there, and they are therefore
available for transfer to the line now held by Birney. The armament
for Battery No. 6, near Fort McGilvery, is marked for two 30-pounder
Parrotts, but the difficulty of supplying them with ammunition makes
it desirable to substitute two field guns for the armament of the
redoubts and batteries, as prescribed in the list.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 1864.

Major Duane:
Is there any name for the fort at the Strong house One would be

very convenient.
C. H. MOEGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 1864.

General Miles,
Commandmg First Division:

General : The major-general commanding desires me to say that

the order for immediate movement has been countermanded, and that

the troops may be allowed to make themselves as comfortable as

possible.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

See Ilumpbreys to Haucock, August 24, 8.20 p. m., p. 449.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
September 2^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Mott:
General : The major-general commanding thinks you had better

have your troops between Fort Crawford and the fort at the Strong
house moved forward to occui)y and complete the rifle i)its now par-
tially erected. With your left at the fort, near the Strong house, your
right ought to nearly reach Fort Crawford. The general does not
desire the camj) on the second line struck until the men have finished

their breast works. I will go over the line with one of your staff

officers and General Pierce if you desire, and indicate as far as practi-

cable what the general wishes done.
liespectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. MORGAN,
TAeutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 2, 1864—10.40 a. m.

Brigadier-General Mott,
Commanding Third Division:

General : The major-general commanding instructs me to say that
he understands there is no garrison in the fort on the left of the plank
road and that he deems it imx^ortant that a small garrison should be.

l)ut there as soon as j)ossible, particularly to-day, as there are no work-
ing x)arties out.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 2^ 1864.

Col. Robert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade:

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs that the troops
of your command be moved up and complete and occupy the new line

of works. The cam^is will not be broken uxi until the breast-works are
completed. Major Willian will accomjiany you on the line and indicate
as far as practicable the desires of the general.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. LOCKWOOD,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 1864—10 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report everything very quiet in my front
during yesterday and last night. 1 send you two citizens, Messrs.
Burgess and Batonn, who came into our lines this morning and escax)ed
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from conscription. They are well posted as to the location of the
enemy’s works west of this point. One of them, Mr. Burgess, is a
miller and has lived here a long time. Two deserters from First Ten-
nessee liegiment have just been received and have been sent up.

G. K. WARKEN,
Major- Generalj Commanding,

ITeadqi arters Army of the Potomac,
/September 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps ;

If the enemy should feel his way up near our left it is the intention
of the commanding general to move out the available force on the left

and the cavalry and attack. He desires, therefore, that you will remain
prepared for such operation to-day until further orders. The enemy
should be closely watched in that direction, and reconnaissances made
by detachments from the Fifth Corps and from the cavalry to ascertain

what movements, if any, he is making.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General a7id Chief of Staff

.

(Same to Brigadier-General Gregg.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septe^nher 2^ 1864—10.15 a. w.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Please state what you mean by the ^Geft” in your dispatch just re-

ceived. Is it south or west?
G. K. WARREU,

Major- Geiieralj Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 2, 1864—10.35 a. m.

Major-General .Warren:
The left of the army was meant. The direction from your corps

would be west or southwest, and even farther round west and south-
west were the directions in which it was thought reconnaissances should
be made. .

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeinber 2^ 1864—2.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren :

The commanding general desires to know whether you have any
information as to movements of the enemy in your vi(*inity.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 2^ 186i—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have no information wliatever of tlie movements of the enemy near

me to-day.

Kespectfnlly,
G. K. WAEKEX,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864—7 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I send you the following, just received

:

HEADQUAin'Kiss Fip.st New .Jersey Cavalry,
Sepiemher 2, 1SG4.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Cavalrp Corps:

I have the honor to report that I drove in the enemy’s pickets on the railroad to
within 400 yards of the junction of it with the Dinwiddie Court-House road, at

which point the enemy appeared in force of about fifty, firing on my men, and on
the Vaughan road I drove them across the swamp. Botli these roads they had bar-
ricaded by trees and wires. Across the swamp they had a camp of cavalry, proba-
bly a reserve of their pickets. No movement of the enemy could be detected on
either of these roads. The pickets belonged to Colonel Gregg’s brigade, and were
picketing strongly. The Second Brigade does not connect with my left, and this

line is in good condition, excepting the left.

.JOHN W. KESTER,
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Pickets.

G. K. WARKEK,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
Septemher 2, 1864.

General Warren:
The force of the enemy that attacked last evening not ascertained.

The commander of pickets sends his report to the nearest commander
of infantry, General Ferrero. I will instruct him to send you a report
also.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher 2, 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
AHHutant Adjutant- General, Headquarters Fifth Army Corps :

Sir: By an act of treachery on the part of rebel officers, who ap-
proached our outposts on the Weldon railroad this morning, two com-
missioned officers were drawn out of the post and shot; one slightly,

the other severely. They were fired on by about fifteen men i)osted
near where tlie interview took place, and immediately after the rebel
ollicer who conversed with them had left. The above is reported by
the division nicket officer. General Griffin has furnished me with a
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few of his sharpshooters, who, I hope, will be able to punish this perfidy.

As I understood the report our officers were invited out by the rebel
officers, who waved papers, as if they desired to exchange orders con-
cerning deserters, which have lately been exchanged by the i)ickets.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. P. STOKE,

Colo7iel Fourteenth U. 8. Infantry
^
in Teynporary Command.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
^eptemher 2^ 1864. (Received 1.10 ]). in.)

Brig. Gen. S. W. Crawford,
Commanding Third Division

:

General: The major-general directs that you keep your command
to-day in readiness for any emergency that may arise.

Yery resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Crawford,
Commanding Third Division

:

General : You will please direct the battery with you (the Ninth
Massachusetts Battery) to report without delay to Colonel Wainwright,
commanding Artillery Brigade. The battery is to be placed in the new
fort on the left.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Septemher 2^ 1864—1 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Your dispatch received.* I have ordered General Potter’s division to

be in readiness at daylight
;
also the reserve artillery.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
. September 2^ 1864—12.50 a. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel Monroe,

Chief of Artillery :

Colonel : The commanding general directs that you have your re-

serve batteries ready to move at daylight to the support of General
Ferrero, should he require it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

* Sec September 1, 11.15 p. m., p. 043.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864—6.45 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Everything quiet.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Brigadier-General Wtllcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

The following dispatch from the signal officer in front of General
Warren is sent for your information, as the troops referred to are in

your front

:

Signal Station, Halifax Road, September 2, 1864—8.20 a. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

About a brigade of infantry is now moving on the Squirrel road, one mile left of
lead-works, going toward our left. Another brigade of infantry has advanced from
the enemy's works left of lead-works toward their front in woods, with their right on
the railroad. Considerable activity in all their camps.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain and Signal Officer.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 2, 1864—10 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report quiet on my front during the last twenty-
four hours. Yesterday afternoon the enemy advanced their picket-line

• across the corn-field and into the woods in my front. Cavalry vedettes
were heard in the woods during the night. Patrols sent out at day-
light reiiort that the enemy have withdrawn their picket to the posi-

tion held by them yesterday a. ni. During their stay in the woods
they blockaded the roads. I reported this morning operations in my
rear.

^

O. B. WILLCOX,
’ Briga dier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 2., 1864—11.15 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys:
1 have Just returned from Ferrero’s line. He has a good position.

With the addition of another battery and a cavalry outpost which 1

have ordered to be furnished, the only weak point on my front seems
to be the salient where the new work is building, on which the woods
press too closely, and I have ordered out 100 ax-men to slash that
down at once.

(). B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-General.
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 161. ) September 2^ 1864.*******

5. The Third Maryland Yoliinteer Battalion is hereby transferred
from the Second Division, Brigadier-General Potter commanding, to

the Third Division, Brigadier-General Hartranft commanding, and the
commanding officer will report for orders accordingly.

6. TheOne hundred and seventy-ninth New YorkVolunteers is hereby
transferred from the Third Division, Brigadier-General Hartranft com-
manding, to the Second Division, Brigadier-General Potter command-
ing, and the commanding officer will report for orders accordingly*******
By command of Brigadier-General Willcox:

JNO. 0. YOUNGMAN,
Assistcmt Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 2, 1864—12.50 a. m.

Brigadier-General Potter,
Commanding Second Division

:

General : The commanding general directs that you hold your divis-

ion in readiness to move at daylight to the support of General Ferrero
should he require it. General Hartranft will extend his lines so as to

cover the ground now occupied by your troops in case you are called

upon to move as indicated above. If you are called upon to move, you
will do so at once, commencing on the right, leaving General Hartranft
to take up the line. Your pickets will not be relieved until after Gen-
eral Hartranft shall have got in positioii.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General. -•

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 9th Army Corps,
No. 105. ) Near Weldon Railroad Fu., September 2, 1864.

I. The following regiments, viz. Twenty-first Massachusetts Volun-
teers, Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fifty-sixth Massachusetts
Volunteers, Oiie hundred and seventy-ninth New York Volunteers,
having been transferred to this division, are assigned as follows: To the
First Brigade—Twenty-firstMassachusetts Volimteers,Thirty-fifth Mas-
sachusetts Volunteers; to the Second Brigade—Fifty-sixth Massachu-
setts Volunteers, One hundred and seventy-ninth New York Volunteers.

II. The commanding officers of the above regiments will report im-

mediately to Col. John I. Curtin, commanding First Brigade, and to

Brig. Gen. S. G. Griffin, commanding Second Brigade, respectively, as
assigned by paragraph I of this order.

By command of Brigadier-General Potter

:

SAML. WEIGHT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864—12.50 a. ni.

Brigadier-General Hartranft,
Commanding Third Division:

General : The commanding general directs that yon be prepared at

daylight to extend yoiir line so as to occupy, besides your own posi-

tion, the front now covered by General Potter\s division, should he be
called upon to move to the support of General Ferrero. Should tlie

movement be made, General Potter’s pickets can be relieved after you
get fully into position.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., Ninth Army Corps,
No. 47. )

Aihen'^s Rotise, Pu., September 2^ 1864.

I. In obedience to Special Orders, No. 100, paragraph 4, headquar-
ters Ninth Army Corps, dated September 1, 1804, I hereby assume
command of the Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, temporarily.

II. Capt. J. D. Bertolette, assistant adjutant-general, is temporarily
assigned to the division staff*.

III. Lieut. E. A. Watts is announced as aide-de-camp on the staff of
the general commanding.

J. F. HAETEANFT,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864—12.50 a. m.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Fourth Division:

General : The commanding general directs me to say that should
you be attacked in the morning, the Second Division and reserve bat-

teries will be ready to move to your support at daylight, and he
requests that you send him the earliest intelligence possible of any
movement of the enemy, toward daylight, and to have your command
in readiness to meet any emergency that may arise.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN, .

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
[September 2^ 1864]—6.15 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

One of my brigades passed out directly west from General Warren’s
headquarters at 5 a. m. Last intelligence it was Avithiu three-quarters
of a mile ot the Petersburg aiTd DiiiAviddie ])lank road. But little

opposition encountered. The brigade at this time is certainly on the
plank road,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Septe^nber 2^ 1864—7.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of /Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: The brigade sent to strike the plank road moved at a
rapid gait, driving pickets before them and reached a point less than
three-quarters of a mile from the plank road, when it Avas met by two
regiments of cavalry and a section of artillery. Skirmishing began
when the commander of the brigade learned that a large force of cav-

alry was camped three miles south of his position. The road upon
which the brigade moved strikes the i)lank road two miles from Peters-

burg and one mile from the first line of works. The brigade commander,
satisfied that it was impracticable to accomplish the object of the expe-

dition, returned with his command, the enemy appearing in his rear

and using artillery. The cavalry under my command is now massed
in rear of General Warren’s headquarters, where I will await further

orders. The roads followed is the same as that leading from Wyatt’s.
D. McM. GPEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
[September 2, 1864\—8 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

General : Prisoners captured inform me that the whole of Dear-
in g’s brigade was at or in rear of the point where the advance regiments
Avere met; also that at the point where the road followed by my brigade
strikes the plank road, and for some distance below, the plank road is

defended by earth-works occupied by infantry.

b. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 2, 1864—2.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The commanding general desires to know whether you have any
information as to movements of the enemy on the left.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September .2, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: No moA^ement of the enemy on the left has been diseoA"-

ered. The ofiicers (*ommanding piclcets betAA^een railroad and plank
road Inu e been instructed to send information at once to Major-General
Hancock. All quiet on the cavalry picket-line.

D. UcM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General, Cavalry Corps.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 3, 1864—3.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The commanding general desires to know what your losses were, and
what those of the enemy this morning.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 2^ 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : In the attempt to reach the plank road this morning, three

men of the First Maine Cavalry were wounded. Three prisoners were
captured from the enemy. What other loss the enemy may have had
is not known.

D. McM. GKEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 2, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

The cavalry is very closely massed in the only open space within our
lines in this vicinity, a space too small for camping. If the command
is to return to its former camp I would request that I may be permitted
to send a iiortion away before dark, as the road across to the plank
road is very difficult to travel in the dark. Parties sent out reconnoiter-

iug can discover no movement of the enemy in a southwesterly direction.

D. McM. GKEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Hatcher’s, Va., September 2, 1864.

(Received 9.20 p. m.)
"Geneial Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

Is there anything new in your front?
E. O. C. OKI),

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 2, 1864. (Received 9.50 p. m.)

General Ord:
J^o

;
nothing new. A column of Gregg’s cavalry made a dash close to

the Boydton plank road, opposite Warren’s headquarters, this morning
early, but found the road guarded. Tlie losses on both sides were few.
Nothing further during the day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General,

1
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Fort Monroe Arsenal, Ya.,
^ September 2^ 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery^ Broadicay Landing

:

Sir : Your letter of the 29tli ultimo was received this morning', and
in reply I have to state that the 13-inch shells called for in your requisi-

tion of the 23d instant were forwarded to City Point immediately on
the receipt of your requisition. With regard to the cartridges for the
4.5-inch and 30-pounder rifled guns, I would state that some of them
which haveheen sent you were prepared at this arsenal and some Avere

received from New York and other arsenals. In preparing those sent
from this arsenal, cannon poAvder has been used exclusively for the 4.5-

inch and mortar powder for the 30-pounders. No mixture of diflerent

kinds of powder has been used.
Kespectfully, your obedient servant,

T. EDSON,
Captain of Ordnance^ Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 2^ 1864—9 a. m.

Brigadier-General AYilliams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The usual fatigue details on redoubt and work on camp police and
strengthening trenches were carried on yesterday morning. The enemy
were discovered pushing out a sap from their line to left of Hare house.
I opened fire on it with artillery, Avhich brought on a general artillery

tire from batteries on each side. Our fire was good and stopped the
work. The taking away of tAAm strong regiments and cavalry pickets
from my already attenuated line will comj)el me to reduce tlie fatigue
details on redoubt. It was my understanding that in relieving the
Eighteenth Corps it should be massed, except one division, to hold my
former line at Spring Hill to support me holding a threatened line. I

seem to be called on for all details and my line is very much reduced.
I shall in a few days fall back to the new line, holding adA^anced line by
pickets.

H. B. BIBNEY,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 115. ] Before Petersburg F«., September 1864.*******

4. Lieut. Col. E. H. Jackson, assistant inspector-general, is hereby
temxiorarily appointed chief of artillery, and Avill assume the duties of
that office, and the command of the Artillery Brigade, at once. The
staff officers of the brigade will report to Lieutenant-Colonel Jack-
son immediately.
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Special Orders, }
Hdqrs. First Biv., Tenth Army Corps,

No. 108. ( Before Fetersbiirg^ Va., September 2^ 1864.

1. Maj. Yincent E. vou Koerber, First Maryland Cavalry, is hereby
detailed for duty as engineer officer of this division and will report for

instructions to these headquarters.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry

:

A. TEBBY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brio., First Biv., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Va., September 2^ 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to report that no changes have occurred
in the dispositions of the reserves of the First Brigade. Instructions

in regard to draining and cleaning the trenches have been received
and are being carried out. The officer of the trenches yesterday re-

ported that the enemy were engaged in running a sap near the center
of our line, which report was at once forwarded to the brigadier-gen-

eral commanding the First Bivision, at whose direction Colonel Howell
opened two guns on the working party. The cam}) of the Eighty-
fifth Pennsylvania Yolunteers was shelled yesterday evening, the
shell passing directly over the brigade headquarters. One man was
wounded, having his arm shot off. The officer of the trenches reports

this morning all quiet. The enemy fired upon our line continually last

night, wounding one man of the Sixty-second Ohio Yolunteers. Two
men from the same regiment were wounded by a shell yesterday. The
enemy is still at work upon his new ditch and fired from it last night.

The line could be much improved if some sand-bags were furnished.

It is quite weak in some places. The casualties named are all that oc-

curred in the past twenty-four hours.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
FBANTCIS B. PONB,

Colonel Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers., Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., September 2, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that during tlie past twenty-
four hours there have been no unusual movements on the ])art of the
enemy. On the rigid of my line the troops are engaged in x)olicing,

strengthening, and raising the parapets and cutting abatis to beiilaced
on that front; on the center. Colonel Barton’s brigade in iiolicing

trenches, &c.; on my left, in raising and strengthening the xiarapets
nnd draining the low ground mentioned in Caxitain Briscoe’s re])ort

A covered way is nearly completed from the reserves to the trenches,
materially shortening the distance heretofore necessary to go in order
to reach the front. Sinks have been dug some distance to the rear,
connected with the trenches by a covered way.

Besxiectfully, yours.

It. S. FGSTEB,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

43 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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War Department,
Scptemher 3, 1864—8 p. m.

Lieiiteuaiit-General Grant :

The telegraph line between Nashville and Chattanooga being broken
we have had nothing south of Nashville to-day, and the next intelli-

gence from Atlanta may come through the Eichmond papers. If yon
get anything from that source please transmi-t to this Dei)artment.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of ^Yar.

City Point, Va., Septemher 5, 1864—6,30 p. m.
(Eeceived II p. m.)

Hon. G. Ay Fox,
Assistant Secretary of the N^a vy:

It is impossible at this time to say what effect Sherman’s victory may
have on the time of undertaking the enterprise yon speak of.

U. S. GKANT,
Lieutenant- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

Septemher 3, 1864,
Major-General Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from Finegan’s and one from Harris’
brigade report no change within the enemy’s lines. They have heard
of no troops arriving at Petersburg, either by rail or in any other way.
They left their picket-line last night and arrived here this morning.

Very respectfully.

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ d'c.

Jordan’s House, Septemher J, 1864—11 a, m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer :

About fifty horses are grazing in front of Whitehead’s Factory. A
train of cars is now standing on the Eichmond railroad opposite this

place and about one-third of a mile from Archer’s battery toward
Petersburg. Many soldiers without arms and citizens are going from
Petersburg on the railroad toward the train. There is a rebel station

of observation in a small house in front of the train. The enemy are
still at work on Archer’s battery

;
also on the earth-Avork opposite the

Eushmore house. Three limbers for heavy ])ieces are in the Avorks.

The rebel signal officer reports the drilling of cavalry and artillery near
Cobb’s. Wagons moAung to and from Bermuda Hundred and over
pontoon. I send his last message.

Colonel AY-:NAnLE

:

No farther movement. I rej^ort every movement as soon as it takes place.

Sergeant at C,

T. E. CLAEK,
Captain and Signal Office),
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Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The within is forwarded. Perhaps some portions maybe of interest.

B. F. bHSHEK,
Major.

September 3, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher:

A new line of works appeared this morning extending along the
ridge of the high ground near Petersburg. It forms a second continu-
ous line from rear of exploded fort to three-quarters of a mile to lett.

Enemy are at work on exiiloded fort and at other points to left.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Offieer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 3, 1864—9 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Since last report little lias been done on my lines. I received no noti-

fication as to whether there was any necessitj" for the troops remaining
in readiness to move during the day, and was therefore able to work
but a small party. I have, however, about 2,500 men at work this

morning, and am now occupying the fort at the Strong house, and have
moved forward and occupied the ritie-pit now being constructed
between it and Fort Crawford. The Ninth Corps have not taken any
steps apparently to connect on the other side.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- Ge^ieral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 3, 1864. (Received 7.15 p. m.)

General Humphreys :

Tlie Ninth Corps have not come forward to the fort yet. My line has
gone forward, and I think they should have a iiractical connection.

WINFH S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864. (Sent 7.30 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The delay in the connection of the Ninth Corps line with the Strong
house redoubt was perhaps unavoidable, or from some misapprehension.
It will be made to-morrow morning the first thing.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
IScptcmber 5, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan,
Impector- General^ Second Corps:

No system of designation has been established for redoubts and bat-

teries. It is the custom to designate them from their locality as the
Strong house redoubt, or from their character, as the redan or tlie

fourteen-gun battery, or the large redoubt of the plank road. No
name has been selected for the redoubt near the Strong house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September 3, 1861.

Col. Eobert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade:

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs me to say that
the,part of the new parapet nearest the fort is seen by the enemy.
Brush should be thrown up in front of it. The troops in camping will

leave a street between their front tents and the parapet, so that it can
be used as a parade ground and for the passage of troops along the
rifle-pits. Streets will be cut to the rear without' delay, so that every
regiment will have a road to pass to the rear in case they are moved at

any time. An abatis of sharpened timber or stakes will be put up
about 200 yards in front of the rifle-pits and paths made for the pickets
to pass in and out. There are some old rifle-pits near the fort in front

of your new rifle-pits, which you will destroy. You will also prepare
an abatis and place it in front of the fort.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. LOCKWOOD,

Lientenant and Actmg Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Brig. Gen. B. E. Pierce, Second Brigade.)

Headquarters Eifth Army Corps,
September 6‘, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. AYilliams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that the Third Division (Crawford’s) moved
out yesterday at 3 a. m. to support the movement of General Gregg’s
cavalry. The division returned to its former camp about 7 a. m. Two
ofticers. First Lieutenant Buckingham, One hundred and forty-sixth

New York Volunteers, and Lieutenant Green, Fifth New YMrk Volun-
teers, were shot by rebel sharpshooters yesterday morning at the incket-

line near the Davis house. Lieutenant Buckingham died from the
wound received. Everything very quiet during the day and night.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- Genera ?, Com manding.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 3, 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Wlnle in my present position I deem it necessary that I should have
an additional force of cavalry under my direct command of at least 200

men. General Gregg is distant from me, and only pickets from the

railroad around to the eastward, and I continually Avish information

from the west and southwest. I got no information the other day when
the enemy’s caAmlry drove our pickets in before the enemy himself

appeared, and if our cavalry pickets should be driven in there by aline

of battle of infantry I should have no notice at all. My escort amounts
to only fifty, and this for patrolling, provost duty, &c., within the lines

gives me nothing to send out.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 18

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

General Gregg has been directed to send the detachment of 200 cav-
alry asked for by you.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-Qeyieral and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Major Duane,
Engineer Corps

:

Your fort on the road north of my headquarters has the defects on
its north and south fronts that I cautioned you against. The flank
angle is in the prolongation of the interior crest of the hice of the
bastion that flank is made for. It should have been on the i)rolonga-

tion of the exterior crest or between that and the prolongation of the
scarp. P>y your |)resent arrangement the flank is unduly increased,
the interior space correspondingly diminished, and the excess of earth
in front of The curtain, which perfect flanking arrangement requires to

be removed, is very much increased in amount. On the whole, the
defect I si)eak of is one which diminishes the interior space (a thing
always to be avoided), increases the length of the i^arapet and labor of
constrindion without benefit, and increases the dead spaces in front of
the (mrtain. Your west front was so far from meeting flanking prinei-

ples that I remodeled it myself. Your east front has no flanking
ariangements, though it admitted of the same as I iflaced on the west
front. What 1 consider errors in this Avork I have seen committiM
before, and would invite your attention to them for the sake of all

concerned.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

(Same to Captain IloAvell.)
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Office of Provost-Marshal-General,
Armies Operating Aga.inst Eichmond, Ya.,

Sej9te7nher 5, 1864.

Major-General Warren:
My Dear General : When the family of refugees sent in by yon

came in I found they had an abundance of Southern States money, but
otherwise were destitute of pecuniary means. The young child had
the Avhooiiing cough, and two of the children were without shoes. The
papers I could have given them would probably have insured their

being forwarded to Philadelphia, with sundry delays while waiting on
officials at sundry i:>oints. Besides, I had no way of providing for their

subsistence, and on deliberation I handed to Mrs. Flowers the sum of

$100, as I gathered from your note that the boys had really rendered
you service. It seemed to me tliat such people should not go forward
as mendicants, and I tliought you would approve it. If this be so,

will you please sign the within and return them to me through adju-

tant-generaFs office?

Very respectfully,

GEOEGE II. SIIAEPE,
Colonel^ &c.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Brigadier-General Griffin,
Commanding First Division:

General: Will you have directions given to the brigade camped
near the fort on our left to be prepared to occupy it at short notice, to

clear the entrance through the camp, so that artillery can enter and
throw any abatis that may be inside the fort outside of the ditch on
the northwest and southwest fronts ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report quiet on my front during the last twenty-
four hours. All roads in front of the corps have been well ^blockaded.
Scouts report no change in the enemy’s line this morning.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Please have the connection of your rihe-pits with the redoubt at the
Strong house made to-day and the line occupied.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General a7id Chief of Staff.



Chap. LIY.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 679

Headquarters Kinth Corps,
Sej)t€mber 5, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys:
Your dispatch received. My line does not extend to the redoubt at

the Strong house. There are troops of Second Corps on niy right. If

an engineer officer will meet me 1 will arrange my line so as to make
the connection.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
/September 3, 1864.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The commanding general learns that the line of the Xinth Corps is

not yet connected with the Strong house redoubt. He desires to know
why the delay occurs.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Xinth Army Corps,
V September 5, 1864.

Eespectfully referred to Brigadier-General Ilartranft, who will idease
return with remarks.
By command of Brigadier-General Willcox:

JXO. C. YOUXGMAX,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Third Division, Xinth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Eespectfully returned.
Xo axes could be lu’ocured until nearly night to cut timber for the

work, but every preparation was made to connect the line early in the
morning.

J. P. HAETEAXFT,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Xinth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

• In answer to your inquiry I have to state that a messenger from an
engineer officer reported to me about 3 p. m. that the new line was
staked out and that he was sent to show its location. This was the
lirst information since my dispatch to you this morning. I at once sent
liim to General Ilartranft with an officer and orders to go to work at
once and occupy the line this morning. But the general reported about
5 o’clock tliat the tools were all in use. You will remember the left of
the line is being rebuilt. Meantime tools are got up and the work shall

be prosecuted with vigor to-morrow.
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864,

Brigadier-General Greog,
Commanding Cavalry,, Army of the Potomac

:

The major-general commanding directs that yon send a detachment
of 200 cavalry to report for duty to Major-General Warren, until further
orders.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 3, 1864.

Major-General Ord:
My Dear General: I have just received the Eichmond paper and

thank you for it. Nothing new. I have just had some prisoners; they
say everything is quiet. Tlie enemy’s brigades do not, I find, number
more than 400 to 600 men so far as I have examined the prisoners, and
I have had many.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Water Battery, September 5, 1864—11 a. m.
Captain Norton,

Chief Signal Offieer, ButleVs Headquarters :

The rebs are evidently building a magazine in their new works this

a. m. They have a line of short rifle-pits intrenching from the works
to the river.

PAETEIDGE,
Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 30. ( Before Petersburg, Va., September 3, 1864.

Capt. C. M. Eobins, commissary of subsistence of volunteers, is hereby
announced as the acting chief commissary of subsistence of the corps.

By command of Maj, Gen. D. B. Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 3, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Nothing new on our lines. During cheering of troops as to Atlanta
news the enemy opened upon us. This caused a little more than usual
firing. Lieutenant-Colonel McGilvery, my chief of artillery, died sud-

denly yesterday from effects of chloroform taken during ami)utation of

finger, wounded at battle Deep Bottom. 1 have appointed Lieutenant-

Colonel Jackson, acting chief artillery.

1). B. BIENEY,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Fetersburg, Va., September <5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I liave the liouor to report that during the past twenty-
four hours there has been no movement on the part of the enemy on
my front or change in the disposition of my own command. The troops

of Colonel Curtis’ brigade are engnged in strengthening and repairing

the intrenchments and abatis. Colonel Barton’s line being situated on
higher ground is more easily repaired, and the improvements in i)rog-

ress on the intrenchments and for policing are nearly completed. A
portion of Colonel Osborn’s line is on low ground and requires consid-

erable time and labor to put it in proi)er order. Ilis troops are engaged
in raising the parapet and forming a suitable banquette. I copy the
following extract from Colonel Osborn’s report regarding policing on
his part of the line:

By persistent efforts in the last-named my trenches have been brought from the
extremely lilthy condition in which I found them to a state in which it is possible
for men to live with the hope of retaining their health. As they are in a hollow,
the drainage is very difficult, but I hope to succeed in accomplishing it by running
a drain 200 or 300 yards to the rear.

Very respectfully, yours,
K. S. FOSTEB,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 5, 1864—8 p. m.

Captain Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Carairy Division :

Captain: A report has just come in from Major Baker from Syca-
more Church.* He reports that a train of two wagons, escorted by a
non-commissioned officer and six men, was attacked whilst returning
from his camp to these headquarters

j
three of the men and six

of the mules were captured. A force was sent in pursuit that came
upon the enemy in superior force and there was a severe tight. Cap-
tain Hamilton, who was in command of the pursuing party, was com-
pelled to fall back with the loss of 1 man killed and 3 wounded.
Captain Hamilton was slightly wounded. The report does not state

either time or place, and is rather indetinite. Major Baker does not
ask for assistance. I infer that it occurred early this morning as the
regiment was taking up its position at Sycamore Church. 1 have sent
for further particulars.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General.

[Tndorspaiient.]

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September J, 1864—10 p. m.

Respectfully forward(M for the information of the major-general com-
manding.

All quiet on the line of the Second Division.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers^ Commanding Second Division.

See Part I, p. 842.
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Hdqrs. Second Div. Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

General: General Gregg directs me to ask wliat portion of tlie

riglit of your line lie sliall relieve vlien you send the eight companies
of the First District of Colnmbia Cavalry to this command, and when
you purpose sending them. This question with a view to ascertain the
time and the point to be taken up by this division. Your communica-
tion received just now. Ascertain particulars. Latest news from At-
lanta say that Hood left his works, went and fought Sherman, and was
whipped. The corps which Sherman left in front Atlanta marched
into Atlanta, and occux3ies the place. Very quiet here.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Va., September 4, 1864,

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

A line should be selected at once in rear of our present line, and fac-

ing from it, which can be taken at any time if the enemy should come
in from the rear. Some preq^aration should also be taken to make it

defensible. If Major Duane is not able for such duty no one could
select such a line better than General Humxihreys.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September 4, 1864.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

A scout sent from Washington to Gordon sville, and who left the lat-

ter place on the 1st instant, reports that Early’s forces commenced
passing there on the 28th, on their way to Richmond, and were still

I)assing when he left. They avowed their xmrposc of driving us from
the Weldon road. Breckinridge was left in the Valley with orders to

hold it. A close watch must be kept ui)on the enemy, and every prep-
aration made to receive an attack. My own imx^ression is that if the
enemy attack, and I expect it, he will hold his i)resent lines from the
James River to the Weldon road with a force not exceeding three
divisions. With the balance they will likely march entirely around
our left and attack in rear near the Jerusalem x^lank road. Should
they do so, all our troojis to the left of the point of attack should be
instructed to move at once against the enemy, leaving only garrisons
for the inclosed works. All troops to the right should also be taken to

face the enemy, leaving not to exceed 2,000 men to the mile to hold
the intrencliments. With i)roper vigilance the cavalry will be able to

give timely notice of tlie point of attack, if made.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864.

Liente^iant-General Grant,
Commanding Armies of the United States:

Your two (lispatclies received. Immediate arrangements will be
made to meet the contingency promptly. The lookout at Friend’s

house reported to-day a column of troops, 2,500 strong, moving on the

road from Kichmond to Petersburg.
JNO. G. PAKKE,

Major- General^ Commanding.

City Point, Ya., September 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I will be at your headquarters at 10.30 to-morrow (Monday). Gen-
eral Grant wishes me to consult you and Major Duane about a line in

our rear.

J. G. BAENAED,
Brevet Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : A deserter from Finegan’s brigade, who left his picket-

line last night, reports no changes within the enemy’s lines, lie has
heard nothing indicating the recent arrival or departure of troops.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captain.

P. S.—There are 110 regiments, or twenty-two brigades, in our front

(.south of Appomattox Eiver). By general comparison of deserters’

statements 1 judge that these regiments do not average 200 men each.
Eespectfully,

J. McE.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from Mahone’s division, who left their
picket-])OSt this morning about sunrise, just arrived here, and report
no changes in the position of the enemy. Law’s brigade, of Field’s
division, is lying in a ravine in rear of Mahone. One of these men has
friends in tlie brigade, and saw them there last evening. They have
been lying in that ])osition since General Hancock’s light at Eeams’
Station, and informant states tliat while he Avas Avith the Fourth Ala-
bama (Law’s brigade) last evening tliey received orders to be ready to
march at a moment’s notice. Other slight indications that another
light Avas in xuospcct induced these men to leave this morning. One
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of these men, from Niiitli Alabama, states tliat there are eighty-seven
muskets in his regiment, and not more than COO in the brigade. He is an
intelligent man, and has a good general idea of enemy’s organizatioii.

He is certain that the brigades of Mahone’s division do not average
800 men, and from general observation, he liiinks, tlie other brigades in

Hill’s corps very little larger. The brigades of Lee’s army, he thinks,

will not average 1,000 men. Law’s brigade, he thinks, is the only one
of Field’s in our front. Neither of these men have heard of the arrival

of troops from Early or elsewhere. Provisions for Mahone’s division

are all cooked near the South Side Railroad depot and carried to the
front every night by the cooks. It is from them that the men generally
get the news, and they think had any troops arrived there by rail they
would have heard of it.

Very resi^ectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Cax)tain^ chc.

Plank Road Signal Station,
Se2)temhcr 4, 1864—6.30 j). m.

Major Fisher :

At 12 m. a train of twelve wagons loaded with forage came from our
left, moving toward Petersburg. Enemy’s lines unusually quiet.

H. W. FELTON.

September 1, 1864—7 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief fSignal Officer

:

There has been considerable stir in enemy’s lines this p. m., but I

ha\T not been able to catch any movement of account. One piece of

artillery and caisson moved out of town toward the left at 3 p. ni.

Several small squads of infantry moving in different directions all

1). m., but nothing heavy.
. A. C. JORDAN,

Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
No. 240. i

September 4, 1864.

The leave of absence recently granted to Brig. Gen. J. White, E. S.

Volunteers, by the commander of the Ninth Corps, for the benelit of his

health, is extended ten days.
By command of Major-General Parke:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Armv of the I^otomac,
September 4, 1864.

Major-General Hancock.
Commanding Second Corps

:

The following dis])atclP from the lieutenant-general commanding
the armies in the field is sent for your information and guidance. Tlie

See Grant to I’arke, begiiming—A line, A:c., j). 682.
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m%j or-general commanding directs that corps commanders holding on
the left of the plank road so arrange their troops and artillery on the
left of that road that they may be withdrawn promx)tly, with the excep-

tion of the garrisons and armaments of the inclosed works, which will

remain to hold the line. The corps commanders holding on the right

of the plank road will so arrange their troops as to be able at any mo-
ment to withdraw all but 2,000 men to the mile, and move them
promptly to meet an attack from the rear. They will also keep in view
the contingency of holding the line solely with the inclosed works as

far as the Hare house. Their reserve artillery will likewise be held
ready to move. A line will be at once selected in rear of the line now
held upon which to meet an attack upon the rear. Due notice will be
given of the positions to be occui:>ied in it by the different corps upon
the happening of such contingency.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals Warren, Birney, and Willcox.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 4

,
1864—9.35 }). m.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock:
The following dispatch* has just been received from Lieutenant-

General Grant. The commanding geiieral directs that you cause the
instructions it conveys to be at once complied with so far as your com-
mand is concerned.

S. WILLIAMS,
'

A ssistant A djutant- General.
(Same to Major-General Birney.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 4

,
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

In view of the information you send I would like to suggest the ex-
pediency of putting a redoubt at the Smith house and one at the
Williams house, if time permits, [sie] the road from the plank road to-

ward Gurley’s, properly Smith’s, which is in a considerable clearing
on higli ground. There, also, are roads more or less good running to
the railroad.

WINF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Alajor-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 4

,
1864.

Major-General 1 Iancock,
Commandinfj Second Corpn

:

A line will be thrown u]) at once from Warren’s left to the Williams
house, and cover for as mucli artillery as can be established at the

* Sco Grant to Parke, beginniug—A scout, lAc., j). 682.
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Williams house and Smith house; redoubts will be put up there if

time admits, which is doubtful. The redoubt at the Gurley house will

be worked at to-night.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of istaff.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Artal Brig., 13d Army Corps,
No. 143. \ Seiytemher 4, 1864.#**#*#*

The batteries on the line will be in readiness to move at short notice,

but will not hitch and harness until further orders. Batteries not on
the line will be ready to move at very short notice, but will not hitch
and harness until further orders.

By command of Maj. John G. Hazard:
U. D. EDDY,

Actmg Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arty. Brig., 2d Army Corps,
No. 143. ]

- September 4, 1864.

During the temporary absence of Maj. John G. Hazard, Capt. E. M.
Edgell, First New Hami^shire Battery, senior officer, will assume com-
mand of the brigade.
By command of Maj. John G. Hazard:

U. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 4, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General : In reply to yours of the 3d instant I would state that
General Meade, in conversation at my headquarters on the morning
after the battle at Reams’ Station, did say that you had from 16,000 to

20,000 troops at your command. To make this number it was under-
stood that he (General Meade) included General Willcox’s division, of
the Ninth Corps, and the iiarts of two brigades from this division, which
were ordered to report to you.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
’ September 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. G. Mott,
Comynanding Third Division :

General: The major-general commanding desires you to hold your
line with not more than 2,000 men to the mile of intrenchments on the
right of the iilank road. On the lett preparations will be made to hold
the lines by means of the redoubt on the plank road and the one at the
Strong house and the usual picket. To this end the abatis will be ])er-

fected and the ground cleared as well as practicable, to allow the forts
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to have a fair sweep. Any remains of old intrenchments on this front

must be taken down. The general desires yon to select a good reliable

commander for each of these forts. The one at the Strong house will

be garrisoned by about 400 and Fort Crawford by about 600 men. Fur-
ther instructions will be given after an examination of the line in the
morning, but meanwhile you are requested to keep your men at Avork

as indicated. These iireparations are very necessary, as information
has been received that Early has retired from the Yalley and an attack
is expected in the direction of the Jerusalem plank road, which it will

require all available troops to meet. The general would like the picket-

line of the enemy in your front disposed of as soon as you consider the
nights favorable. He also wishes you to caution your commanders to

watch the movements of the enemy, reporting any changes in their dis-

positions of troops.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. P. WILSON,

Captam and Acting Assistant Adjiitant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September J, 1864.

Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand,
Commanding First Brigade

:

General : It is reported that General Early, Avith his corps, is com-
ing down and will probably make an attack on or near the Jerusalem
j)lank road. You will make arrangements so that you can hold the works
with about one-half of your brigade and the artillery. You may have
to withdraw the balance at any time. The instructions are to hold the
intrenchments with 2,000 men to a mile. I estimate your front at

about one-half a mile, and think the above number can be A\dthdrawn.
You will caution your command to be very watchful and report any
movement of the enemy without delay.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September J, 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. K. Pierce,
Commanding Second Brigade

:

General: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to inform
you that it is reported that General Early, Avith his corps, is coming doAvn
andAvill probably make an attack on or near the Jerusalem plank road.
You will select a good reliable commander for the fort near the Strong
house. You may haA^e to Avithdraw your command, AAuth the exception
of 400 men for the garrison at the fort, and your pickets at any moment.
In the meantime you Avill keep your men at work to perfect the abatis,

and have the ground cleared so that the guns at the fort Avill have a
fair sweep. Any remains of old intrenchments in front should be taken
down. You will caution your command to be very watchful and reiiort

any movement of the enemy without delay.
Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. LOCKWOOD,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Confidential.] Hdqrs. Third Biv., Second Arma^ Corps,
8e})temher i, 1864,

Col. Robert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade

:

Colonel : I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to

inform yon that it is reported that General Early is coming down and
will likely make an attack on or near the Jerusalem plank road. You
will perfect the abatis in your front and around the fort. A good com-
mander will be selected for the fort and a garrison of 600 men for the
same. It may be necessary to withdraw the rest of your forces, with
the exceiition of your ])icket-line, at any moment. In the meanwhile
keep your men at work as above, and have the ground cleared as well
as practicable to allow the forts to have a fair sweep. x\ny old breast-
works in your front will be destroyed.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. LOCKWOOD,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistayit Adjutant- General.

You will instruct your picket to be very watchful and your men vig-

ilant, and report promptly to these headquarters any movements or

changes of the enemy.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred in

my front during yesterday or last night. Details numbering 2,400

men were at work yesterday on the defenses.

G. K. WARREK,
Major- General., Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 4, 1864—9.40 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Two deserters from Cobb’s Legion (Georgia cavalry) came in last

evening. They say they belong in Maine, and were conscriiited about
three months ago. They are now on their Avay to army headquarters,
mounted on their own horses.

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters jSTinth Army Corps,
September 4, 1864—0 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Potomac:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual has taken place on

my line during the last twenty-four hours. Scouting parties report the
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enemy still in our front, but not in large force; one of their vedette posts

was found this morning abandoned. I inclose a document printed in

German, ]jicked ui^ between our lines and those of the enemy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. B.. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Amny of the Potomac :

The following report has been received from the Third Division officer

of the day

:

Tlie picket-line of Second Brigade has been advanced 100 yards in advance of the
ground occupied this morning. The lines on the left of the First Brigade and right

of Third Brigade were advanced to form a complete connection. Scouts were sent

out. On return report the enemy^s vedettes on the edge of the woods; also report

the enemy very busy at work on fortifications 300 yards beyond the vedettes.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 4, 1864. (Received 1.15 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General Hartranft reports that the work connecting with the redoubt
at the Strong house will be entirely completed this afternoon.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 4, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps :

The major-general commanding directs that you at once have all the
force possibleputupon the construction oftheredoubt at the Gurley house
and upon the line from the Gurley house to Warren^s left, and that the
work be pushed to completion as rapidly as possible. Major Michler
will have the line from the Gurley house to the Williams house staked
out to-morrow morning and will inform you as soon as it is done. The
commanding general directs that you at once put upon it as strong work-
ing i)arties as iiracticable and have it linished as soon as ])ossible.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I can put about 3,000 colored troops on the work at the Gurley house
and line connecting with Warren in the morning. Five hundred white
trooi)s are detailed foi- the (‘orduroy road and it will require a consider-
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able force to slash trees in front of the new line toward Petersburg' so
as to give an unobstructed view from one main redoubt to the other.

As soon as a line is staked out from the Gurley to Williams house 1

will throw on it all the available white troops, say two-thirds, exclusive
of the parties on the road. Please telegraph me if this arrangement is

satisfactory to the major-general commanding.
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- Ge^ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 4, 1864.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Your dispatch received. The work on the Gurley house redoubt and
the line from there to Warren’s line should be commenced at once and
continued through the night. The slashing you mentioned should be
continued to-morrow. One-half the available white troops for the line

betw^een the Gurley and Williams house would be better than two-
thirds.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

Major Duane says the engineer officer who staked the work out is at

the Gurley house with the engineer comi)any there. He belongs to the

Fiftieth New Y’ork. Major Duane is instructed to order him to report

to you in iierson at once.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 4, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : All quiet along cavalry line of pickets.

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 4, 1864—8.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry:

Information has been received of the passage through Gordonsville,

on their way to Eichmond and Petersburg, of a large part of Early’s

troops, beginning on the liSth ultimo and continuing wdien the inform-

ant left there on the 1st instant. The lieutenant-general commanding
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tlie armies in tlie field anticipates an attack, and from the rear, and the

major-general commanding enjoins strict vigilance on the part of all

the troops, hut especialy upon the cavalry. Please let me know with

some detail the line of cavalry pickets, and have them pushed out as

lar as practicable, x^articularly on the west and southwest. The various

attacks on the cavalry pickets a few days ago may have been for the>

purpose of ascertaining the best mode of approaching and attacking

our rear, and the x>ickets should, tlierefore, be ])ushed out farther.

Please enjcin upon all tlie necessity of prompt and raiiid communica-
tion of intelligence of the enemy.

A. A. HUMPIIEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septe^nher 4, 1864.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commandincj Cara Iry

:

In the event of an attack by the enemy on our rear, it is' probable
their cavalry would endeavor to cross the Blackwater at some points

below where we hold, and come uxiupon our trains between City Point
and our lines. Please keep this in view as among the contingencies.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
Uo. 87. j City Pointy F«., September 4, 1864.##***#*

lY. On surgeon’s certificate of disability, leave of absence for fifteen

days is hereby granted Maj. Gen. E. O. 0. Ord, commanding Eighteenth
Army Cor])S.

V. Maj. Gen. John Gibbon, U. S. Yolunteers, is hereby temporarily
assigned to the command of the Eighteenth Army Oorjis.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
T. S. BOWERS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 4^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. Seth Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

I have the honor to transmit the following report received from the
signal officer:

3.50 i>. M.

The lookout at Frlen(Ts house re.ports a colniun of troops 2,500 strong, with four
stand of colors, coming from Richmond toward Petersburg.

D. B. BIRUEY,
Major- General.
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City Point, ^eptemher 4j 1864.

Colonel Shaffer,
General Bntlerh Headquarters

:

Lieutenant General Grant desires me to ask if any rebel troops have
been seen from the Point of Eocks observatory moving from Eichmond
toAvard Petersburg. If so, in Avhat force and at AAdiat times?

0. B. COAISTOOK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp,

Hdqrs. Dept, of Viroinia and North Carolina,
In the Field, Septemher 4, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock,
Aide- de- Camp, City Foint

:

There have been no troops seen moving from the signal tower.
E. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
tSeptemher 4, 1864.

The following is a synopsis of dispatches received from Lieutenant-
General Grant and headquarters Army of the Potomac: An attempt
on the part of the enemy to drive us from the Weldon road is antici-

pated. It is thought they will march around our left and attack us in

rear. Should they do so, all our troops to the left of the point of attack
Avill move against the enemy, leaving only garrisons in the inclosed
Avorks. The troops on the right of the plank road Avill be so arranged
as to be able to be withdrawn at any moment, all but 2,000 men to the
mile, and move promptly to meet an attack from the rear. It may be
necessary to hold the line as far as the Hare house solely with the
inclosed works.
By order of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Fetersburg, Va., tSeptemher 4, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the folloAAung report of the
operations of the artillery of the corps during the last tAAcnty-four

hours: The enemy opened hrc upon the batteries on the extrenn* left,

but with little effect, and Avere soon silenced. There Avas but little

tiring on the right during the day. Captain Eiggs’ battery (H), Third
Ncaa^ York Artillery, expended seventy-five rounds on the enemy’s
AAmrking parties at Avork on th(‘> hill to the left of the railroad. Lieu-

tenant Stitt, Battery A, First I^ennsylvania, reports tAventy-five rounds
expended. He has the crater in his immediate front and is in a good
l)osition to injure the enemy’s Avorks. Captain Orwig, Battery E, First
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Pen 11sylvan ia, reports an expenditure of fifty-seven rounds. The
whole number of rounds expended by the artillery is 227. The enemy
opened quite briskly from their mortar batteries about 7.30 or 8 o’clock

last evening. Ko casualties. The sanitary condition of works and
batteries is constantly and rapidly improving. With the exception of

the Hare battery the whole line is in fair order.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘

11. n . JACKSOi7,
Lieut. Col.j Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Dtv., IOtii Army Corps,
No. 25. ( Before Petershury, Fu., September 1864.

Kebel newspapers frequently afford information of the greatest value
even when, to the casual observer, they seem to contain no items of

any importance. Hereafter all such papers received within our lines,

whether by gift, purchase, or exchange, by any commissioned officer or

enlisted man, will be immediately sent to these headquarters, in order
that they may be forwarded to the major-general commanding.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:

A. TEBEY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brio., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg

^

Fu., September 4, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor most respectfully to make the following
report of operations on the picket-line in front of this brigade during
the past twenty-four hours: The enemy still continue to work at the
fort which was blown up by us, extending and strengthening their lines,

making work which will cause us much trouble when completed. Dur-
ing yesterday they were throwing dirt on the right of the railroad close

to the deep cut. Our trenches are being placed in as good condition as
possible. I would state that in our front near the ravine are three
dead bodies (our men) i nburied. We cannot get to them to bury them
unless under a flag of truce. During the night constant firing has
been ke])t up by the enemy’s pickets.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEANCIS B. POND,

Colonel Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers., Commanding First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near PetersMirg, September 4, 1864.

Col. N. M. Curtis,
Commanding First Brigade :

iVn attack from the enemy is anticipated on the part of our line near
the Weldon railroad. In such an event the withdrawal of a portion of
the troops of this command Avill be necessary. The brigadier-gen-
eral commanding directs that you hold your command in readiness
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to occupy tlie whole division front in case sncli a witlidrawal is needed.
The rorty-seventh New York and Ninth Maine Eeginients will report
to yon in addition to yonr own brigade. All of One hundred and forty-

second New York will be brought onto the line, except enough to guard
the fords of the river. This will give you about 1,()50 available men.
You will have charge of the entire line and will be held responsible for

its proper defense. All cooks, clerks, and other special and extra duty
men on the line, also all convalescents, will be used in defense. These
dispositions are understood by the commanding officers of the other
brigades and Avill be carried into effect promptly if orders are received.

Eespectfully, yours,
P. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
. ISeptemher i, 186d—2 p. m.

General Eawlins,
Chief of Staff

:

I have arrived here and assumed command of the Eighteenth Corps.
JOHN GIBBON,

Major- General.

Special Orders, I Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
> Office Chief of Artillery,

No. 1C. ) September 4, 1864.
* * * * * * *

2. Major Cook, First Connecticut Artillery, having reported for duty,
is placed in charge of the batteries of his regiment and the companies
of the Thirteenth New York Artillery and of the Third Pennsylvania
Artillery, now on duty within the limits of the Eighteenth Army
Corps.
By command of A. Piper, colonel and chief of artillery:

F. W. PAUL,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 4, 1864—9 a. m.

Captain Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Cavalry Division:

Captain : In reply to yonr dispatch of last evening, I have to state

that, as the execution of the order regarding the First District of

Columbia Cavalry is not intrusted to me, I cannot say when the trans-

fer will be made. There is great dissatisfaction in the regiment about
the. order, and the officers say it will be countermanded. It virtually

breaks up and destroys one of the most efficient regiments in the seix-

ice. They are much discouraged by the order, as they have heretofore

felt great pride in their regiment on account of being armed with a
peculiar and effective weapon. If General Gregg Avould picket the

portion of the line between the railroad and the plank road it would
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enable me to liave a reserve force to explore tlie front of the picket-line

and break up tbe rendezvous of the bushwhackers. I have not yet
heard from Sycamore Church, and presume that everything is quiet in

that vicinity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

Hdqrs. First District of Columbia Cavalry,
Sycamore Church, Ya., Septe^nher 4, 1864.

[Col. S. P. Spear
:J

Colonel: I have the honor to state that from indications 1 am led

to believe that the rebels are in some force in our front. They fre-

quently pass around our left in small parties below Cocke’s Mill, get-

ting in our rear.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

J. S. BAKER,
Major, Commanding.

[First indorsement.]

^Headquarters Second Cavalry Brioade,
Olive Branch Church, Septemher 4, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding
general.

I have instructed Maj. J. S. Baker to use every precaution to prevent
surprise, and to watch closely and obtain, if possible, information as to

the force of the enemy.
SAM. WETHERILL,

Major Eleventh Bennsylvania Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 4, 1864—7 p. m.

Respectfully referred to General Gregg.
Reports from other portions of the line report all quiet. I cannot

re-entbrce Major Baker without abandoning other portions of the line.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General.

[Third indorsement.]

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 4, 1864—9 p. m.

Respectfully forwarded for tlie information of the major-general com-
manding.

I have ordered a regiment of General Kautz, picketing between the
])laidc road and NTorfolk railroad, to be relieved by one of the Second
Division, that General Kautz may send his regiment to support his
l)ickets at vSycamore Chiircli.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division.
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Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort MagriideVj Fa., September 4, 1864.

Maj. Wickham Hoffman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, District of Fastern Virginia:

Sir: I am sorry to report the loss of three of my command belong-
ing to Troop H, Twentieth New York Cavalry, in the following man-
ner: I received a telegram to send an ambulance for three sick men to

Jamestown Island. I accordingly ordered an ambulance and sent to
Lieutenant Lee, commanding Troop H, for an escort, but he could fur-

nish only three men, one of whom was a corporal jnst come off picket
duty. They started with the ambulance, and when within about a mile
of Jamestown Island they were tired upon from the woods by a party
of fifteen guerrillas. The corporal was killed and the privates either

killed, wounded, or taken prisoners, but the ambulance driver escaxied

with his vehicle while the cavalry were fighting. The body of the cor-

poral has been recovered, but no traces of the privates. Tlie horses of

the corporal and one private came in after tlie ambulance. There were
marks of blood upon them. The other horse was captured. Upon learn-

ing of the occurrence by telegram I sent a squad of twenty-one men
(all that could be got together—some of tliem sick), under Lieutenant
Lee, whose report I herewith forward. I would urgently request an
additional force of cavalry at this post. The two companies I have
lost were invaluable, tliey being intimately acquainted with the coun-

try, having been here for more than a year. I have captured through
these companies 1 commissioned officer, 3 privates of tlie Fifth Virginia
Cavalry, and a few guerrillas. I am called upon for guards at all the
Government farms between Fort Monroe and Fort Magruder. I have
not half the command to perform the guard duty required. A large

number of my own regiment are sick, and a majority of the cavalry are

in the same condition. My men are on duty every other day for picket.

I remain, sir, very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

J. J. MOKEISON,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

[Inclosnre.]

Hdqrs. Troop H, Twentieth New York Cavalry,
Fort Magruder, Va., September 4, 1864.

Col. J. J. Morrison,
Commanding Fort Magruder:

Colonel: In accordance with orders received from you September

3, 18G4, I proceeded to Jamestown Island in search of the guerrilla party
who fired upon ambulance guard from Company H, Twentieth New
York Cavalry. I scoured the country within ten miles of the place of

attack, but could discover none of the enemy. I succeeded in recover-

ing the body of the corporal in charge of guard, who Avas found Avith

fourteen buckshot holes in his body; I also recoA^ered 2 horses and
equipments, 1 Sharps carbine, and one saber. The guard Avere fired on
from ambush, and lost 1 man killed and 2 taken prisoners (one of them
badly Abounded), 1 horse and equipments, 2 Sharps carbines, and 2

sabers. On inquiry I found a number of the citizens in the neighbor-

hood away from home, and in some cases their families Avere unable to

tell where they Avere. I have no doubt that the guerrilla party in ques-

tion Avas com])osed of citizens of that neighborhood. In order to get

together a siifiicient number of men to make this trip 1 Avas forced to

take the men Avho had just been relieved from twenty-four hours’ picket
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duty, besides some wbo were unwell and not fit for duty, remaining out

over niglit. There were not men left in camp to relieve the picket

guard, and they have been forced to remain on duty forty-eight hours.

I, therefore, respectfully request that more cavalry be furnished this

post, that in case of another attack of this kind sufficient men may be
on hand to send a force out, and leave enough in camp to do the regular

picket duty required.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN D. LEE,

Lieutenant^ Comdg. Company Twentieth Neiv Yorlc Cavalry.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters District of Eastern Yircinia,
JYorfolh, Va., September 7, 1864.

Eespectfully forwarded, calling attention of the commanding general

to the urgent necessity for another company of cavalry at and near
Yorktown. I have none to send.

G. E. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier- General^ Coinmanding.

Washington, September 5, 1864—6 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Launches ordered by telegraph from here, Philadelphia, and New
York. Vessels beginning to arrive at Hampton Roads. Admiral
Porter returns from the West to-morrow, and will go direct to you.

The information and maps I sent you some time since were furnished
by a Northern man who left the South very lately, and he has resided

at W. thirty years. He knows the sentiments of people on the coast,

and has other information, and as Governor Andrew vouches for him
I will send him down in the boat that carries Admiral Porter.

G. V. FOX,
Assistant Seeretary of the Navy.

City Point, September 5, 1864. (Received 10.30 a. m.)

Major-General Parke:
Colonel Spear reports that the enemy made his appearance at differ-

ent points between Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill. I think it

advisable to send a brigade of cavalry in that direction to feel the
enemy and drive what force he has in that quarter entirely off. This
should be done at once.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Proyost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Deserters from Harris’, Einegan’s, Mahone’s, and
Wright’s brigades, who left their picket ])osts last night ami arrived
here this morning, reimrt no changes in Mahone’s division. One of
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these men reports that about 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon lie saw two
brigades of Field’s division pass tlirongb Petersburg. There were two
wagon-loads of intrenching tools accompanying the column. They came
from the north side ot the Appomattox, and were going to the right of
the enemy’s line. He does not know what brigades they were, but was
told they belonged to Field’s division. None of these men have heard
of the arrival of troops by rail.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J/ McENTEE,
Captain^ &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General : A deserter from Scales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, who
left his command to-day and just arrived here reports no ehange in

Wilcox’s division. He states that night before last Fry’s brigade, of
Heth’s division, marched around their right flank and went down the
plank road. He does not know their destination, and thinks they have
not yet returned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain, &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys, ChieJ of Staff:

General : Two deserters from Cobb’s (Georgia) Legion, who left their

command yesterday inorning, just arrived here. They are natives of

Maine; have lived south about five years, and about three weeks ago
were conscripted. They state that a few days ago they overheard the
ofheers of their regiment talking about the strength of their cavalry
force. They concluded that there were not more than 4,500 mounted
men in Hampton’s command, and about 2,000 dismounted. 1 think,

however, that their estimate in regard to dismounted men is rather

small. There are 100 mounted men and 400 dismounted in Cobb’s
Legion. The Seventh Georgia has about 40 mounted and 350 dis-

mounted. Bearing’s and Gary’s brigades are nearly all mounted.
They left their brigade yesterday morning on the Vaughan road about
six miles from Reams’ Station.

Very respectfully,
J. IVIcENTEE,

Captain, &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
I^rovost-Marshal-General’s Depart^uent,

September 5, 1864,

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from Eighth Alabama, Mahone’s division,

report no change in position of that command. Tliey left their regi-

ment this afternoon, and came in near tlie plank road. They report
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that last evening they saw Bratton’s brigade, of Field’s division, march
through Petersburg, and they heard that they were going down toward
Stony Creek. This may be the force which deserter from Scales’ bri-

gade saw moving around their right flank (reported to-day). They are

quite intelligent men, one of them a sergeant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Captamj (be.

Colonel Sharpe:

Headquarters,
September 5, 18G4—5.10 p. m.

Four deserters from Twenty-fourth Yirginia, one from Eleventh Vir-
ginia, Terry’s brigade, Pickett’s division, and one from Thirty-second
Virginia, Corse’s brigade, came over yesterday, having received Gen-
eral Grant’s circular on the picket-line. They bring no ucavs. One
said he heard rumors day before yesterday that part of Early’s troo])s

were coming to Petersburg, but did not know where the rex)ort

originated.

FEED. L. MANNING,
Lieutenant and Aide- de- Camp.

September 5. 18C4. /"Eeceived 6.55 p. m.)

Colonel Sharpe:
Had two deserters from Sixth Georgia, Colquitt’s brigade, Heth’s

division. One said that a division from Early’s command passed
through Petersburg last night for the right. Such, he said, was stated
by everybody, and it was the opinion of his officers that Ave were stretch-

ing toward the Danville road, and this division was to prevent our
reaching it. The other one corroborated the story. Both said that the
idea of driving us off the Weldon road was given up. Two deserters
from the ram Virginia were forwarded me from the flag-ship. Three
deserters from the Forty-fourth Tennessee, Bushrod Johnson’s old
brigade, at Cox’s farm, brought no news.

FEED. L. MANNING,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field., September 5, 1864. (Eeceived 7.50 a. m.)

Colonel Sharpe,
City Pointy Ya.:

Hundreds of tlie orders have been sent over our front by kite-flying.

I saw a copy i)rinted in the Eichmond Examiner. Some of th(‘ desert-

ers that came here know it, but the majority do not.*

FEED. L. MANNING,
l/ientenant and Aide-de-Camp.

^Roference is to Special Orders, No. 82, Armies ol the United States, August 28,

1864, p. 555.
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IIdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 5, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Tlie following report lias been received from tlie plank
road station

:

8 A. M.

All quiet. Small fatigue partie.s are at work at different points of enemy’s line. No
cliange Of camps visible. •

11. W. FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P>. P. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

September 5, 1804—9 a. m.
Major Fisher:

Enemy at work at tbe exploded fort, digging, &c. They are mostly
hidden from view in their Avorks. All quiet at other imints.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer,

P. S.—I Avill report in reference to that horse to-morrow.

^ Plank Road Station, Septeniher 5, 1864.

Major Fisher :

At 4 p. m. a regiment of colored troops moA'ed down iilank road to-

ward Jones’ house, shelled by enemy. About 5 p. m. a column of dust
was seen west of Weldon railroad in edge of woods and extending
from large fort southwaid. It continued about half an hour. No other
movement visible.

FULTON.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septeniher 5, 1864—9 a. ni. (Received 9.30 a. in.)

General Humphreys:
Two deserters from Mahone’s brigade have just come in. One of them

says he saw two brigades of Field’s division pass through Petersburg
from the other side of the Appomattox and go to their right. One bri-

gade was Bratton’s. The time they commenced passing Avas about 3 in

the afternoon. Had heard nothing of Early.
AVINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864. (ReceiA^ed 9.30 a. m.)

General Humphreys :

Yesterdaj^ being Sunday, little work was done on my line. This
morning fatigue parties are at Avork slashing and perfecting abatis.

WlNF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major-General,
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1804. ^lleceived 9.15 a. m.)

General Humphreys :

Plaving occupied tlie ground in tiiis vicinity so long, I am tolerably

familiar with it, and will offer anotlier suggestion, which maysave
time to engineer officers. At tlie house marked Widow Smith’s on the
ma]) is an excellent place for a redoubt. It is in a direct line with the
Wdliiams house and redoubt on the Norfolk road, and about half way
between, and is in a commanding i^osition. This would comidete a
chain from Warren’s left, making four redoubts in all.

WINT’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Arma^ op the Potomac,
Aiken House, SexAember 5, 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding requests that you will take charge
of the rear line from and including the Williams house and vicinity to

the junction with the old line between the plank road and the Norfolk
railroad. The engineer officer engaged upon the work will be directed

accordingly and receive your directions.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864. (Received 3.50 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

How many of my trooi)S does the general desire moved on to the line

referred to ?

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sex)tember 5, 1864—8.40 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

General Birney will complete the occupation of the second line of
his front to-night, holding the first line of intrenchments with i)ickets

only. This may require General Mott to modify his arrangement of
troo])S on his right.

A. A. IIUMrilltEY'S,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 5, 1864.

M ajor-General HumphreYS,

Chi(f of Staff

:

The engineers call for a detail of 2,000 men for ^york near the Will-
iams house. I have now about 1,300 men at work. My reserve is not
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very large. To fill this detail I sliall be obliged to take most, if not
all, of the division at the Deserted House. Is there any objection to
moving it up to the Williams house?

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

[Indorsement.]

September 5, 18(>4.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding ISecond Corps

:

There is no objection to moving the division to the points of work.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 5, 1864. (Received 0.28 p. m.)

General Humphreys:
I have but two batteries I can dispose ofwith my weak infantry force.

Tlie great strength ofmy line should be in artillery, and I would like to

know if the chief of artillery can dispose the batteries so as to relieve

some of mine. Five batteries are necessary on the line from the Will-
iams house to Norfolk [railroad], and more would be serviceable in case
of attack in that direction.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

- Headquarters Second Corps,
September 5, 1864. (Received 9.30 i). m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The engineers call on me for several details for work to-morrow. If

I furnish them it will i^revent me from doing much on the line on the
left. My troops, already pretty well worked, are being worked to-night

on the new line. I will furnish them for whatever purpose you consider

most important, but I can hardly complete the line assigned me, even
with all my disposable troops, not over 5,000, or 5,000 working men.

WINFT) S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864— 10 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

A deserter from the Forty-second Mississippi, of Davis’ brigade, who
deserted off picket this evening, says that the cooks who came out to

the picket from the regiment to-night told him that three divisions of

Longstreet’s corps passed to their right this afternoon. The deserter
is ])Ositivehesaw Longstreet to-night. He says he was along the breast
works with Lee. He says the talk among the men was that Longstreet’s
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corps Lad gone to our left to flank us off tlie railroad. When he left

his own regiment had one day’s rations only on hand. He saw none of
Longstreet’s troops himself. I suppose you got the report from the sig-

nal station this afternoon, reporting a heavy cloud of dust west of
Weldon railroad, extending southward and continuing half an hour.
Thinks none of Hill’s or Beauregard’s troops have moved.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

[ludorsement.]

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Kespectfully forwarded for wliat it is worth.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Stajf:

Major Duane proposed to connect the large redoubt on plank road,
Fort Crawford, with the advanced work by a line of abatis. Some
connection ought to be made without delaj^ I have two batteries in

reserve. If a strong abatis or palisading is made as above I could get
out another. General Mott has about twenty guns on the right of his

line, and thinks one battery could be spared from this particular place.

None of them, however, belong to my corps, but one might be taken to
replace one of my own batteries, say Ames’, and I would then have
three or four batteries available to move. General Mott has now on
his line, beginning at the Strong house, forty-nine guns.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General Hunt is looking up some batteries for you, and will dispose
those he gets so as to relieve some of yours now in position. I under-
stand the engineers have asked for 3,000 men. Of these 1,000 are for
the abatis, wiring, and draining of covered ways, all on Mott’s front.

The abatis and wiring, I understand from Major Duane, ought to be com-
pleted in six hours’ work. The abatis and wiring, I believe, you regard
as essential to the security of your front, and they should therefore
claim precedence over other work. The 2,000 men are for the epaule-
ments, rifle-pits, and slashing at the Williams house and that vicinity.
This is one of the most important ])arts of the rear line and shouid
])erhaps take precedence of tlie continuation of the line toward the
Norfolk railroad, if both cannot go on at the same time. But probably
it would be best to equalize the strength of the working parties on
those two ])arts of th(‘, rear line if you cannot supjffy the full rexjuisition

of the engineers carrying on that at the Williams house. The whole
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of the Ninth Corps, excepting 2,000 men in the line between the Strong
house and the right of the Fifth Corps, are used as working x>arties,

some of which will work to-night and to-morrow on the line from the
Gurley house to the Williams house. They cannot be extended farther

on the line.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864. (Received 2 a. m. 6th.)

Major-General Humphreys :

As 1 telegraphed this evening, I have not 5,000 men at utmost for

detail, excluding Mott’s division, now on the line, from which I sup-

l)Ose you do not want details to be made. Two tliousand of the
5,000 are at work to-night under charge of the engineers; the restare
also at work- under division commanders, at my suggestion, as I con-

sider tlie work essential to the safety of the line under my charge to

furnish the detail now called for unless they come from Mott’s division.

I will order my men to cease work, and will fill the details called for

from men who have already worked i)art of the night. I would like it

understood, however, that I Avill not have the men to connect or finish

my line, so that the responsibility [will rest] with the engineer dei)art-

ment, who will have charge of that i^art of my corx)s available for

fatigue.
WINF’H S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Brigadier-General Miles,
Commanding First Division:

General: The major-general commanding directs me to say that
you can move your division to a suitable camxnng-ground near the
Williams house. You will be re(piired to furnish large working i)arties

from it x)roba])ly. You will not, however, be called upon for greater

details than the strength of your division will warrant, considering
that you furnish no x)ickets. The general suggests that you should
move no more wagons than necessary outside the present line of

iutrenchmeuts.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Chief of Staff.

Orders.] Hdqrs. Third Brig., Third Div., Second Corps,
September 5, 1864.

1. Lieutenant-Colonel Schoonover, commanding Eleventh New Jer-

sey Volunteers, will at once move his regiment to the fort, taking com-
mand of the same.

2. Major Healy will leave the fort with his own regiment (the Eighth
New Jersey Volunteers) and take the i)lace of the Eleventh New Jersey
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Volunteers in the.line, leaving the Sixth Battalion New Jersey Volun-
teers in the fort, and its connection with the Eighth New Jersey Vol-
unteers unchanged.

3. The commanding officer of Fort Crawford will immediately on
receipt of this make a detail of one commissioned officer and forty men,
with the proper number of non-commissioned officers, for fatigue duty.
They will report with shovels to Cai)tain Scott, engineer officer ot

division, in front of the fort.

By command of Col. Kobert McAllister

:

J. r. EINKELMEIER,
Assistant Adjutayit- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in

my front during yesterday or last night. Details from this corps num-
bering 2,400 men were employed on the forts yesterday. A man was
received last evening who claimed to belong to U. S. Navy; was cap-
tured in the Wissahickon about a year ago. He escaped on 25th ultimo

;

has just reached our lines. He has been sent up.

G. K. WABBEN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 5, 1864. (Sent 8 p. m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps :

The commanding general would like to have Hood’s report tele-

graphed.
A. A. HHMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General Humphreys:

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

The following is General Hood’s official dispatch to the War Depart-

ment ;

Headquarters,
September 3, 1864.

On the evening of the 30th of August the enemy made a lodgment across Flint River

jiear Joiieshorough. We attached them there on the evening of the 31st witli two
corps, hut failed to dislodge them. Tliis made it necessary to abandon Atlanta,

which was done on the night of the 1st of Scptemher. Our loss on the evening of the

31st was small. On the evening of the 1st of Scptemher General Hardee’s corps, in

position at Joiieshorough, was assaultial by a. superior force of the enemy, and being

outtlauked, were (;ompelled to withdraw during tlie night with loss ot eight guns.

The enemy’s iirisouers report their loss very severe.
^ ^ ^ hood.

G. K. AVABBEN,
Major- General,

45 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
ISeptemher 5, 1864—9 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Tlie major-general commanding learned to-day, in passing over the
rear line, that you would prepare that part of it connecting with your
left from the point reached by the Ninth Corps about 1 or 2 o’clock

to-day. This is desirable, as the Ninth Corps has the line as far as the
Williams house to prepare, and it is considered imi)ortant to complete
the rear line quickly.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Sepfember 5, 1864. (Received 0.30 p. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I have made preparations to do what I can for the part of the line

you mention in your disiiatch. I will endeavor to have the work on it

keep pace with my preparations elsewhere.
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

General S. Williams:
I would respectfully recommend the naming of our forts and redoubts

so that they can be designated in orders. For the large redoubt on the
jilank road I would propose Fort Davis, after Col. P. Stearns Davis,
who was killed near there while it was building. For the northern bas-

tion fort'on the Weldon railroad. Fort Dushane, after Col. N. T.

Dushane, who was killed near it on the 21st instant. For the soutliern

bastion fort on the railroad, Fort Prescott, after Col. George L. Prescott,
who was killed in battle before Petersburg on the 18th of June.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-Geiieral.

Headquarters Ninth Arma^ Corps,
September 5, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
The enemy are reported as still occupying the advanced line taken

up in front of the Third Division and continuing the construction of
their works. The enemy’s vedettes advanced in front of the Second
Division yesterday, and our scouts were tired upon; this morning they
were gone again. Some traces of cavalry were observed on that part
of the line,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General^
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864—11.40 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The work on the right of the new line is progressing as favorably as
the number of tools can warrant, but 1 am sorry to say there nas been
a delay in the detail from the Third Divison ordered to work on the
Williams house end of the line, the cause of which will be investi-

gated. Pardon me if I trouble you for an answer to my last dispatch.

I have telegraphed Major Duane on the same subject without reply.

O. B. WHLLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September .5, 1864—18.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. O. B. Willcoy,
Commanding Ninth Corpus:

Your dispatch of 11.40 to General Humphreys received. Generals
Parke, Humphreys, and Barnard left here about an hour ago for the
Williams house, and I think it quite likely will visit your headquarters
before they return. Major Duane says he has sent you officers and
tools this morning.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 164. )

Near BHclds Station^ 44c, September A, 1864.

3. I. Brigadier-General Potter, commanding ’Second Division, will

take charge of the construction of the right part of the new line run-
ning from Gurley’s house to the Williams house indicated by the engi-

neer officers.

11. Brigadier-General Hartranft, commanding Third Division, will

take charge of the construction of the left part of said line.

III. Every effort wdl be made by these officers to push the work on
this line to a speedy completion.

* * # * * * *

12. The Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers, Capt. H. G. Heffron
commanding, having reported at these headquarters in obedience^to
orders from headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina,
is hereby assigned to the Third Division, Brigadier-General Hartranft
commanding, and will report without delay accordingly.

* # * * * *

By command of Brigadier-General Willcox:
JNO. C. YOHNGMAN,
Assistant Adjntant- General,
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Headquarters Second Division, Oaaalry Corps,
Sejytemher 5, 1864.

Maj. GeiT. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac :

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on tlie line of the
Second Cavalry Division. During the night small parties of the
enemy, dismounted, threatened General Kautz’s line in the vicinity of

the railroad. I think the enemy toward the river are guerrillas who
have in view in their operations small captures.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Divisio.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 5, 1864—11 a. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry

:

A dispatch from the lieutenant-general commanding armies in the
field states that Colonel Spear reports that the enemy made his apiiear-

ance at several points between Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill this

morning, and directs that a brigade of cavalry be sent there imme-
diately to drive what force the enemy has there completely off. The
commanding general directs that you send the force named and for the
purpose designated. The additional regiment sent there yesterday
should count as part of the brigade.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 5, 1864—6 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry Jines.

General Kautz reports that the dismounted men who have for some
days b(;en prowling about his lines are there for the purpose of captur-

ing horses. This learned from a prisoner captured from First North
Carolina Cavalry.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Coynmanding Cavalry.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Ya. and N. C.,

No. 244. ( In the Field, September 5, 1864.##*#***
HI. Major-General Birney, commanding Tenth Army Corps, will

order the Twenty-second U. S. Colored Troops to proceed immediately

to Fort Powhatan, and relieve the regiment of 100-days’ men now on

duty at that place. The regiment of XOO-days’ men on being relieved
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will be placed eii route for Wasliiugtoip B. 0., for the purpose of being
mustered out. Quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary
transportation.*#*#*#*
By command of Major-General Ord :

li. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and ^^orth Carolina,
In the Fields tSeptemher 5, 1804. (Received 2 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Tenth Army Corps

:

Major-General Ord has left the department on leave. Major-General
Gibbon has taken command of his corps, whom 1 think you rank.

What shall I do about signing department orders

f

Respectfully,
R. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

Major Davis:
I rank Major-General Gibbon and of course take command as senior

officer. Any papers requiring immediate action you can send to me.
Yon can transact the ordinary business of the department as was usual.

As General Butler returns so soon it does not require my iDresence
there.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September d, 1864.

Major Davis:
The Twenty-second Colored Troops is ordered to Bermuda Hundred

according to order transmitted by you. They will march at daylight.
General Birney thinks the transportation had better be sent to Broad-
way Landing and thus save the men a tedious march. Please answer
whether any reason exists why this may not be done.

ED. W. SMITH.

IIeadc^uarters Tenth Army Corps,
September .5, 1864.

Maj. R. S. Davis:
Did Lieutenant General Grant designate the Twenty-second Regi-

ment (I. S. Colored Troops? It is in the trenches and ('.an not safely be
withdrawn until night. Has General Butler returned?

D. B. lURNEY,
Major- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, Sejyteniber 5, 1864. (Keeeived 1.30 p. in.)

Maj. Gen. I). B. Birney,
Tenth Army Corps

:

General Grant, tlirongli General Ord, did designate tlie Twenty-
second. I slioiild not til ink it necessary for it to be withdrawn till

night, and go down early in the morning. Deceived telegram from
(yolonel Shader that General Butler would oe at Fort Monroe Wednes-
day morning.

Kespectfully,

K. S. DAVTS,
A ssistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
,

September 5, 1864.
Brigadier-General Williams,

Assistant Adjutant- Ge7ieral

:

I have the honor to report that I have just received an order from
General Ord to send one of my regiments to Fort Powhatan. Taking
my regiments will leave me without force for fatigue purposes.

D. B. BIENEY,
Alajor General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
8)eptember 5, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

As the absence of General Ord places [me] in command of depart-
ment, I will try and arrange the matter to avoid sending another regi-

ment from my thin line.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
i8epiember .5, 1864—9.45 p. ni.

Major-General Birney,
Commandiny Tenth Corps:

I am directed by the commanding general to inquire whether you
succeeded in making any arrangement oliviating the necessity of de-

taching one of your regiments to Fort Powhatan.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864.

General Williams:
The lieutenant-general left it to my discretion, and I have sent one

from the Eighteenth Corps instead.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- Genet'al.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Septemher A, 1864—4 p. m.

Major Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Witli tlie news of Early\s advance, my thin lines, and the extended
works I am constructing, it would he inexi)edieiit to take any more
troops from here, so that if Lieutenant-General Grant did not specially

designate a regiment from this corps, you will order Major-General
Gibbon to send a regiment to Fort Powhatan temporarily. Otherwise
I will have to take fatigue details from line.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General,

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 5, 1864.

Maj. E. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Ma.tor : A report has been received that the enemy is massing in

General Terry’s front; under the circumstances the major-general com-
manding does not deem it advisable to withdraw the Twenty-second
Colored Eegiment irom the line to-night, but directs that you order a
regiment of General Gibbon’s command to be sent to Fort Powhatan
temporarily. The Twenty-second Eegiment will be sent to relieve it as
soon as it can safely be withdrawn.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 5, 1864. (Deceived 7.20 p. m.)

General Williams:
My corps officer of the day and two brigade commanders report the

enemy massing in a ravine before my left center. Indications during
the day have been of an increased force in my front.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September .7, 1864. (Sent 8 j). m.)

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

The nuijor-general commanding desires to know whether your second
line is in condition to be occupied, and at what time you propose to

occupy it. He also wishes to know wliether you have any reserves,
and where they are stationed.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September 5, 1864, (Eeceivecl 8.20 p. in.)

General Humphreys:
I will complete to-night the cliange from first to the second line on

my left, holding the first line with pickets or skirmishers. Each divis-

ion has one-third in reserve, relieving the trenches with them. The
reserves are in rear of each division. I have eighteen light guns in

reserve ready to move to any point. I can see no reason, on investiga-
tion of the reports, to apprehend an attack to-night.

1). B. BIREEY,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 117. )

In the Fields l^u., September A, 1864.#*#**#*
G. The Twenty-second U. S. Colored Troops will iiroceed at daylight

to-morrow to Bermuda Landing, thence to Fort Powhatan, and relieve

the regiment of 100 days’ men now on duty at that place. The regi-

ment of 100-days’ men on being relieved will be placed en route for

Washington, D. C., for the purpose of being mustered out. Quarter-
master’s department will furnish the necessary transportation.*******
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg.^ Fu., September .5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- Generaf Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the artillery for the last twenty-four hours.

A salute of thirty-six shotted guns was fired at 11 p. m. yesterday
from each battery, in which about 500 rounds of ammunition were
expended. The enemy re])lied briskly from all his batteries along our
front. Battery D, First IT. S. Artillery, was moved from its position on
the advanced line to a new unfinished work on the second line, a little

to the left and rear of its old position.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

li. H. JACKSON,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Asst. Insp. Gen. and Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, September 5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have no occurrence of importance to report except the

withdrawal ofmy troo])S from the outer line to the main line of intrench-

meuts. This was safely ettected last night after 12 o’clock. I still hold
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tlio outer line as a picket-line with one man to ten yards. On my left

1 continne to keep a regiment in the outer line for the protection of a

battery of four guns still in i)osition there and for the purpose of con-

necting with the right of the Second Corps which maintains its old

})osition. Two casualties occurred yesterday. A considerable number
of Special Orders, No. 82, headquarters Armies of the United States,

were gotten into the hands of the enemy. In some cases they were ex-

changed for a similar order from the rebel authorities.

I respectfully suggest that an engineer officer should immediately
indicate to me what repairs and improvements in the line now occupied

are deemed de.sirable, in order that I may commence work upon it at

once.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ALT. II. TERUY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Indor-sement.]

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Fetershnrg, Va., September 5, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
Captain Giilespie, U. S. Corps of Engineers, will call upon General

Terry in relation to the matters referred to.

By command of Major-General Birney

:

ED. W. SMITH,
AsHutant Adjutant- General.

^

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, T7(., September 5, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant A djtitant- General

:

Captain: I have the honor to make the following report of occur-

rences pertaining to my command during the past twenty-four hours::

No change has been made in the disiiositions of the reserve camps.
The men in the front line, except fifty, Avere AvithdraAvn about 400 yards,

to the rear of their position, connecting on the right with the Second
Brigade and on the left with the Third. Heavy bring aatis kept up for

near an hour by the batteries in my front last night. Tlie enemy also^

kept up a heavy tire. My men AA’^ere successful* in getting a great many
copies of Special Orders, No. 82, headipiarters U. S. Army, into the
enemy’s line. They also received one similar in character from the
enemy. I forward it with this report. One man in Sixty-seventh Ohhr
Volunteers Avounded yesterday. No casualties reiiortecl last night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRx\N(TS B. POND,

Colonel Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade.,

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 5, 1864'.,

Capt. A. Terry,
A ssistant A djutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to rcqiort that all is quiet in my front..

No oli’ensive demonstrations have been made by the enemy in the last
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twenty-four liours. The report of an attack last night was a misunder-
standing. A brisk cannonading occurred yesterday evening. The
outer line of trenches in my front is now occupied by two officers and
tifty men, with a line of communication established between them and
the main line of troops. The Eequa guns are in position and under
command of Capt. A. W. Wheeler, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, one
of them on the right of Lieutenant Wildey’s battery, the other on the
right of Captain Follett’s battery. The reserves were under arms when
an attack was rumored, otherwise they remain unchanged. No casu-
alties have been reported.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANCIS B. POND,
Colonel Sixty-Heeond Ohio Voluiiteers^ Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ T7f., September .5, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- OeneraJ., Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to re])ort that there have been no par-

ticular changes on my line during the past twenty-four hours. The
troops are engaged in perfecting the works previously commenced and
reported. An officer and two sergeants of the Forty-eighth New York
Volunteers were captured on the picket-line about 7.30 last night. I

at once strengthened my front line to the extent of about 350 men, in

order to be prepared for any movement the enemy might make, based
on information gained from the parties captured.

Respectfully, yours,
R. S. FOSTER,

Brigadier- Genera /, Comman ding.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg., September .7, 1864.

Col. N. M. Curtis,
Commanding First Brigade

:

Information has been received at these headquarters that an attack
is anticipated on General Terry’s front. The brigadier-general directs

that you hold your reserves in readiness to move at a moment’s notice,

and if an attack is heard on that part of the line the troops of this

command will be got under arms at once.

Respectfully, yours,
P. A. DAVIS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ Fu., September 5, 1864.

Capt. P. A. Davis,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ Second Division, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to report that during the past night
satisfactory progress has been made in the ('onstruction of additional

lookouts and in strengthening tlie abatis on 'my front. The most care-
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fill attention Las been paid to tlie police of trenches and grounds,
wliicli are now in excellent condition. The capture of Lieatenant
Fletcher, Sergeant Oropsey, and Coiporal Smith, all of the Forty-

eighth New York Volunteers, while engaged in posting the vedettes,

has already been reported, as also the reception of a deserter from the

enemy.
I have the honor to be, ca])tain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
W. B. BABTON,

Colonel Forty-eighth Netv Yorh Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, September 5, 1864. (Beceived 2.20 p. m.)

Major-General Gibbon,
Eighteenth Army Corps

:

I have received a telegram from Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney that in the
absence of General Ord he takes command of the department as senior

officer.

Bespectfully,
B. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In'the Field, September 5, 1864. (deceived 9 p. m.)

Major-General Gibbon,
Eighteenth Army Corps :

Major-General Birney, commanding department, directs that you
send a regiment from your corps to relieve the 100-days’ regiment at

Fort Powhatan, temporarily. Lieut. Col. J. B. Howard, quartermas-
ter, has transportation ready for the Twenty-second IJ. S. Colored
Troops, which was to go, but General Birney decides to send one of

yours.
B. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 5, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Cavalry Division:

(Aptain : The reports from the pickets report everything quiet along
the entire line. Tlie commissary-sergeant of the First North Carolina
Cavalry got hit and surrendered himself on the right of my line this
morning. From him I learn that the parties who have been molesting
my line are parties of dismounted cavalry seeking to remount them-
selves to save being transferred into the infantry. His regiment, about
500 strong, he reports as on ])icket, their left extending to the jOaidi
road and the reserves near the railroad near Beams’ Station. He says
the regiment has been on picket now for two days. In obedience to
the general’s orders I have direct(‘d Colonel Lewis, of the Third New
York, to proceed with his regiment to Sycamore Church to reconnoiter
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the front of the line in that vicinity, and to endeavor to captuie or

drive oft* such parties of the enemy as he may find, and to recpdre the
assistance of th(^ First District of Oolumhia, if necessary, to assist him.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
BrUjadier- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,

,
SexJteonber .5, 1864.

Major Wetherill, Commanding Brigade:

Major: The general commanding directs me to inform yon that
Colonel Lewis, commanding Third New York Cavalry, has been ordered
to drive or capture whatever force of rebels he may find between Syca-
more Church and Cocke’s Mill. He has been authorized to call on Major
Baker for re-enforcements (whom you will please notify), but not taking
any of his men from their j)resent position on the iiicket-line. He also

desires me to inform yon that the commissary-sergeant of North Caro-
lina regiment captured this morning rejiorts that the men who attack
our i)ickets are dismounted cavalrymen seeking to obtain horses to

remount themselves so as to avoid doing infantry duty. Such men, if

captured, are not to be sent in as i)risoners.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. J. ASCII,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade,
Olive Branch Churchy Fh., Septemher 5, 1864—4,30 p. m.

Maj. J. S. Baker,
Commanding First District of Columhia Cavalry

:

Major : I learn from the commanding general that Colonel Lewis’
command. Third New York Cavalry, has been ordered to drive or cap-

ture whatever force of rebels he may find between Sycamore Church
and Cocke’s Mill. He has been anthorized to call upon you for re-en-

forcements, which you will furnish if required, but not take any of your
men from their present position on the ificket-line. I learn from head-
quarters that a commissary sergeant of a North Carolina regiment
re])orts that the men who attack our pickets are dismounted cavalry
seeking to obtain horses to remonnt themselves so as to avoid doing
infantry duty. Such men, if captured, are not to be sent in as prisoners.

Very respectfully, yours,
SxlM’L WETHEIHLL,

Tl/cpor, Commanding Brigade.

(Same to Maj. Franklin A. Stratton, commanding Eleventh Fennsyl-
vaiiia Cavalry, at 4.35 p. m.)

War Department,
Washington City^ tSeptemhcr d, 1864.

Major-General Ord, Baltimore

:

You have i)ermission to visit Washington for the purpose specified

in your telegram of this date.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
t8ecretary of War.
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City Point, Septe7nl)er 6’, 1864—9.30 p. m,

Major-General Sheridan,
Near Berryville:

From reports of deserters coming in at different times, and on differ-

ent parts of onr lines, we learn that Kershaw’s division arrived in

Petersburg last night. I think there is no doubt but some troops have
arrived from the Valley.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6', 1864. (Sent 8.40 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding Armies in the Field

:

Colonel Lewis, Third New York Cavalry, reports that he found to-

day but one small party of the enemy, five in number, in the region

about Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill.

JNO. G. PAPKE,
Major- General

j
Goynmanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 6‘, 1864—8 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters, one from Finegan and the other from
Harris, report no recent changes in Mahone’s division. One of them
states that he heard rumors in Petersburg yesterday evening that two
divisions of Longstreet’s corps liad arrived at Petersburg. He states

that he also heard that Kershaw’s division was one of them, and he
supposes Field’s to be the other. Another deserter from Davis’ bri-

gade, who just arrived, reports that he heard last evening that Long-
street’s corps was all here; that the division which was in the Valley
had returned. They moved from Petersburg last evening and took up
position on the right of their lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain^ &c.

[rndorsomont.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6‘, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of Lieutenant-General
Grant.
The same information has been received from several other deserters,

and appears to be confirmed by the fact reported by Major-General
Pirney that several brigades of the enemy were relieved by others
from the trenches in his front last niglit.

JNO. G. PARKE,
iliajor-Genera /

,
Comynanding.
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Headquarters Araiy of the Potomac,
ISei)tember 6, 1864.

Major-General Humphrea'S^ Chief of !8taff

:

Generai. : A deserter from Thirty-eighth aSTorth Carolina, Scales’ bri-

gade, who left his picket-T)ost this a. in., reports no change in the enemy’s
position in that vicinity. He says there are 700 men in Scales’ bri-

gade. There are liOO men in Ids regiment. It is considered to be a
large regiment, and is by far the largest regiment in the brigade. He
knows nothing of Longstreet or Early, nor does he know of any recent
movement whatever.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captarn^ the.

Headquarters Army of the Potoaiac,
lleptemher 6', 1864.

Major-General Huaiphreys, Chief of iStaff:

General : I have seen the esca])ed sailor the second time. He states

that he followed the Danville road out to where it crosses the Appo-
mattox (after leaving Belle Island), crossed the river at that point, and
came down on the south baidc until within twenty-four ndles of Peters-

burg, when he took a southerly course and passed between Petersburg
and Dinwiddle Oourt-Hoiise. He says he crossed the Yaughan road and
the plank road, and on tlie north bank of the iirst stream he came to

(on referring to the map says it was the Rowanty), quite near the Wel-
don railroad, he saw a large camp of troops; thinks they were infantry,

as he saw no horses about. Three or four miles north of that point he
also saw a camp, which a negro told him was General Butler’s command.
It was on Sunday last that he saw these troops. The enemy have had
considerable dismounted cavalry in that vicinity, and he may have seen
their camps. The informant seems much brighter this morning, and
gives a clearer statement than he did yesterday; still he is much con-

fused in regard to the road he came, as he tp'^veled most of the way in

the night, and in finding his way out was obliged to retrace his steals

on the same road several times.

Respectfully.
J. McEYTEE,

Captain.

Gita^ Point, September 6‘, 1864.

(Received 11.40 a. m.)

Lieutenant Manning:
We.ha\’e reason to believe that no one has been j)ermitted to leave

Richmond since Friday last. Citizens living toward the Ohickahominy
think that preparations are being made to evacuate Richmond. They
judge so from the extreme precaution taken to prevent communication
from the city to the adjoining counties of the Peninsula. The true

reason probably is to conceal the passage of troops. Deserters at

headquarters Army of the Potomac this morning report the return of

Kershaw’s division. They are not from that division, however.
SHARPE,

Colonel.

(Same to Captain McEntee.)
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Plank Eoad Signal Station,
Sej^tember 6j 1864—8.30 a. m.

Maj. B. P. Fisher:
The enemy extended rear line of works northwest from station during

the night. Lines unchanged.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergeant.

Plank Hoad Signal Station,
September 6', 1864—6.15 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The condition of the atmosphere has prevented a view of the enemy’s

lines since 10 a. m. No movements observed before that time.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6, 1864.

Corps Commanders:
The following memorandum, indicating the disposition that will be

made of the troops in the event of a general attack ui)on the rear, is

sent for your information and guidance by direction of the major-
general commanding. The disposition will be moditied according to

circumstances

:

1. Major-General Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, will be charged
with the line from the Weldon railroad through the Gurley house to

a point half way to the Williams house. He would keep a reserve on
his right, besides holding the inclosed works of his present position.

2. Brigadier-General Willcox, commanding Ninth Cori)s, will be
charged with the line from the point midway between the Gurley house
and tlie Williams house to and including the works on the plank road.

He will place his best troops at the Williams house, ])lank road, and
at the small redoubt between Williams’ and Gurley’s. He will hold
the line fronting toward Petersburg in the manner heretofore indicated.

3. Major-General Hancock, commanding Second Corps, will hold the
rear line from the left of the plank road to the termination of the line

on the Blackwater. The front line of the corps will be held in the
mi liner prescribed in previous orders.

4. Major-General Birney, commanding Tenth Corps, will be prepared
to support the rear line with his reserved troops.

5. Corps commanders will at once make themselves familiar with the
parts of the line apportioned to their corps.

0. Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding cavalry, will be jii'C^P^iTd

to meet the movements of the enemy’s cavalry either in occupying part
of rifle-pits with his men dismounted or in covering between the Black-
water and James.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,

(Same to General Gregg.)
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6^ 1861—2.20 p. m.

Corps Commanders:
The major-general commaiuliiig requests that corps commaiulers will

inform him of the number of batteries they will recjuire in addition to

those they have available for the occupation of the rear line in the
manner indicated in the circular memorandum of to-day. .

A. A. IIUMPllREYS,
Major-Genercd and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6‘, 1861—2 a. m. (Sent 0 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps

:

I meant to say in my dispatch of 10.15 p. m. [5th], that probably it

would be best after furnishing the party for the abatis to divide the
remainder available for fatigue duty between the work about the Will-

iams house and the work beyond it, tilling less than half the engineer
requisition for party.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 6, 1861—9 a. m.

General Williams, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

My whole cominand has been on fatigue during the night excepting
Mott’s division. The line from the Williams house to the left is iiretty

well under way and is still being worked on.

WINF’D S. HAYCOCK,
Major-General,

Headquarters Second Arma^ Corps,
September 6^ 1861,

General Humphrea^S, Chief of*Staff

:

Two deserters from Wilcox’s old brigade have just come in. They
report nothing new. Neither of them has seen or heard of Early’s
command, but understand that Lon gstreet’s troops, which were on the
other side of the James, have been brought here. They are both igno-
rant men. No unusual activity was noticed by them in their own
division.

AVIYF’D S. HAYCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6’, 1861—12.20 p. m.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps:

Deserters from Hoke’s division corroborate the information sent by
you last night and this morning respecting the movement of troops to

our left yesterday and last night. They state that Early’s troops and
others moved to our left yesterday and last night.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters Second Army Gorps^
September 6*, 1864.

General Humphreys :

General Mott lias about 2,500 available nieii under the arrangement
of 2,000 men per mile. Am I to consider them as part of the force for

my rear line!
WINFH S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6‘, 18Gi—3.45 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The 2,500 available men of Mott Avould form part of the force for your
line in the event of an attack sindi as supposed. Their transfer would
be made oidy Avhen the whole cliaracter of the attack Avas develoi)ed
into such as supposed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and- Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6', 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commandmg Second Corps

:

A report from the chief of artillery of the Second Corps to General
Hunt states that the main line from the large redan, sometimes called

Fort Hell, along the little redan to Ames’ battery, is occupied only Avith

a picket-line. The main line turns off to tlie right a little beyond Ames’
battery and connects Avith the redoubt Avhere the 10-incli mortar bat-

tery formerly Avas. Near Ames’ battery the double line begins, the
front line running along Thomas’ and Rliodes’ batteries, which are iioav

to be AA ithdraAvn. But on the left of Ames’ battery, as far as and includ-
ing the big redan or Fort Hell, there is no double line, the front line

being tlie main one. In rear of Fort Hell General Warren turned a
covered Avay into a ])lace of arms for reserves, but it is not part of a
continuons line. Tlie report of the chief of artillery of the Second
Corps makes it prol)able that this covered Avay has lieen considered by
General Mott as the main second line Avhich it was not intended to be
and is not. The Ifont line at the part indicated is the main line and
should not be left to a picket-line.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 6‘, 1864. (Received 10.35 p. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Two deserters from Finegan’s brigade came in to-night. Neither of
them are aAvare of any movement on other side, nor have they heard any-

dO R R—VOL XLII, PT IJ.
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tiling of Early, except tliat one says lie heard soiiietliing said about
some of Early’s troops having gone to Atlanta. Your dispatch about
Mott’s line has been attended to.

WINF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
^September 6‘, 1864.

The following dis])osition of troops is ordered on the line now being
built; The First Division, General Miles commanding, will hold from
the left of the plank road (where it will connect with the Ninth Corps)
to a point where the line enters the cleared held, in which Colonel
Smyth, commanding Second Division, now has his headquarters. The
Second Division, Colonel Smyth commanding, will hold from this point
to the left of the line, including the fort on the Norfolk road. Colonel
Smyth Avill, however, direct as large a detail as practicable for slashing
timber along the line as far as his troops worked to-day, espe(‘ially at

the point where his line leaves the wood near the WidoAV Smith’s house.
The stunted x)ines must be cleared away in this place and as heavy
slashing made as practicable. General Miles will recall his details now
at work on the right of the ])lank road and Avill slash the timber as far

as practicable, especially in front of the earth-work located on his line,

so as to give the artillery as great a range as possible. If more bat-
teries are available, as is expected. General Miles will be furnished Avith

two or three. Colonel Smyth Avith one and a section, the remainder of
the artillery being in reserve. Information being received that the
enemy haA e passed toward our left in strong force, the commanding
general hopes the troops Avill see the ne(;essity of calling on them for

unusual exertion essential to their security. A few hours more of such
labor as has been performed during the past tAventy-four hours Avill

have pnt the line in a state of defense to render it easy to repulse any
attack of the enemy.
By order of Major-General Hancock:

W. r. WILSON,
Captain and Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Artillery Brici., Second Corps,
No. 145. )

lleptcmher 6^ 1864.

The commanding officers of the Third New Jersey Battery (Captain
Woerner), G, First NeAv York Artillery (Captain Ames), and First New
Hampshire Battery (Lieutenant Chamberlin) Avill immediately Avith-

diaw tlieir batteries to the open held near tlie Southall house. This
is tlu‘. same held in Avhich the batteries of Captain BroAvn and Lieuten-
ant Granger now are, and it is just in rear of the line of Avorks that
protect the hank. Battery commanders are cautioned to get into the
light held. After arriving the liatteries can unhitch and unharness,
butAvill be in readines-s to moAU at very short notice.

Bv command of Capt. F. M. Fdgell:
U. I). EDDY,

Aetlng Assistant Adjutant- General
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Headquarters First Division, Second Corps,
September 6‘, 1864.

Captain Wilson,
Actiiuj Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to report that I have established my
lieadcpiarters at the Williams house.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,

Brigc^dier- General Commanding.

Headquarters First Division, Second Corps,
Smith House, September 6‘, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Army Corps :

Captain: I have the honor to report that in compliance Avith circular

of this p. m. from headquarters Second Corps I have moved my divis-

ion to the left of the Jernsalem plank road, with my l i^ht l esting upon
that road. The left of the line assigned me by that circular is occupied
by a brigade of the Second Division, Avhich is to move out at daylight.

From the plank road to the right beyond the Williams house, the
line which I left, is now vacant, the Ninth Corps not having moved in.

I have room for three batteries on my line. Two have reported to me.
When the Second Division moves out in the morning I shall be able,

by forming my dhdsiou in one rank, to fill the line of works assigned to

me. Possibly one brigade may be able to form two ranks, but I do not
expect it.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 2d Army Corps,
No. 67. ) September 6‘, 1864.

The undersigned assumes command of the division.

T. A. SMYTH,
Colonel First Belatvare Veteran Volunteers.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September d, 1864.

Brig. Gen. 11. de Trobriand,
Commanding First Brigade

:

General: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you will

proceed as Ave talked of this a. m. I Avonld suggest that one regiment
be put Avliere the Second Division vacated. It will be necessary to ])ut

a small regiment, or about 200 men, in the fort for a garrison. The
tents should be covered with brush, so that in case of a sudden move
it Avill not be noticed by the enemy so readily.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. LOCKWOOD,

Lieutenant and Acting Assista7it Adjutant- General.



724 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
tSeptemher 6, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing unnsual occurred in iny front
during yesterday or last night. Details numbering 1,600 men were at
Avork yesterday on the defenses on this line.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
iSeptember 6j 1864—12 ni.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

A deserter from Hoke’s division reports that troops from Early passed
toAvard oiir left yesterday and last night. This information is corrobo-

rated by statements from deserters from other divisions. The com-
manding general desires that yon have a vigilant lookout kept up iii

your direction and that every effort be made to complete the rear line

of intrenchment.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
September 6j 1864.

General Humphreys :

I have received your communication in relation to holding the rear
lines. I will do whatever I can in the event of the enemy coming in

that direction. I supxiose if I should be heavily attacked all around
my present position some one else would liaA^e to look out beyond the
Gurley house as the enemy could not attack everyAvhere at once. 1

think the rear line east of the Gurley house very badly located, requir-

ing the maximum of infantry and giving but little chance for artillery.

It may do for a sudden emergency, but as far as I have seen it I think
it should be remodeled. The location of these defenses for a continuous
line of battle is a simple affair, but to be held by small force points
should be most carefully chosen. If there is artillery to spare I Avould

like to have the three batteries I applied for a few days ago to replace
those gone out of service. I am willing to try AAuth AAdiat I liaA^e. On
the Avhole, if Early does not come back, I think an attack on us
extremely improbable, and do not think it likely even if he does. Gen-
eral Lee Avill more probably aAAmit our advance on the Danville road,
Avliich it is generally believed Ave aatII make. My line is made con-

tinuous noAv to the Gurley house.
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 6‘, 1864.

General S. Williams:
General: I wish to witlidraAv from yonr files my dispatcli that Gen-

eral Griffin and General Ayres should command the tAVO divisions pro-
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])()vsed. I ail! writing a full report ou tlie subject of reorganization to

(xeneral Meade. Tbe chauge practically could not yet go into effect

from our urgent field duties and tlie necessity for completing our last

month’s reports under the old organization.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
k^epiemher 6“, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colon el Locke,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Colonel: I have the iionor to report the firing to have arisen from
a iiarty of rebels—variously estimated by my party at the house, all

of whom made their escape, at 200, by others at twenty to thirty—fir-

ing a volley, yelling, and then running to the Davis house. My picket
commander deployed the reserve, advanced to the house, and found
nothing there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. B. AYRES,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Arma" Corps,
Septemher 6*, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last
twenty-four hours, saA^e a few shots exchanged with the enemy’s A^e-

dettes in front of Second Division. The pits reported abandoned in

yesterday’s report were occupied last night by the enemy, sniiposed to
be cavalry vedettes.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
SejJtember 6, 1864—12 m.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Cojiimanding Ninth Corps:

The commanding general desires to knoAA^ Avhat progress has been
made in the construction ot that jiart of the rear line of defense as-

signed to your corjis, and Avlien it Avill probably be completed. There-
])orts from deserters from Hoke’s and other diAUsions concur in stating
tliat Early’s and other troops passed to our left yesterday and last niglit.

The commanding general desires that every preiiaration possible be
made in your command for transfer to the rear line in the contin-
gency indicated in previous communications, and that strict vigilance
be enjoined on the troops.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of istajf.
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Headquarters Ninth Arma^ Corps,
/September 6‘, 1864—12.1i0 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff: ^

I am constructing' a small redoubt on tlie rear line, which, when the
slashing’ is done, will look to the right to the open country in rear of
the Gurley house and to the left to the open plain on which the Will-

iams house stands and command an open view to the front (south) to

the woods beyond the Smith house. The rifle-pits will be done by
night to the SAvale bounding the plain on the west AAdiere the Williams
house stands, connecting with Miles’ division at the swale Avhich bounds
that plain.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 6‘, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Your dispatch of 12 m. received. I telegraphed you at 12.20. The
rifle-pits of the rear line Avill be conpdeted before dark and as much
slashing of woods as imssible.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- Genera 1.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6, 1864—3.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Willcox,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The troops holding your line fronting toward Petersburg should be
disposed with a view to holding it Avith a force of 2,000 jAcr mile,

including those in the inclosed Avorks on it, and also aa ith a view of

holding it with the troops in the inclosed Avorks only. Those troops

above the rate of 2,000 per mile should be held in reseiwe. If nothing
occurs betAveen this and the morning it is probable that some part of

your surplus command Avill be sent to the Williams house, and Ferrero’s

division moved from the Gurley house toAvard the Williams house, and
a division from General Warren’s cori)s be sent to the Gurley house.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 6', 1864. (KeceWed 0.40 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

In case AYarren relieves Ferrero, by putting‘Ferrero’s division on the
line toward Petersburg, I could fill the complement of 2,000 men to the
mile very nearly and have both Avhite divisions aATiilable; otherAvise I

shall have to put on parts of both Avhite divisions and diAude the organ-
ization.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier-General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 6, 1864—9.10 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

From General Hancock’s right, across the plank road to the Will-

iams Iiouse, there is a gap of some 400 yards, concerning Avhich I have
received the following dispatch in answer to my inquiries:

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 6, 1864.

General O. B. WiLLCOX,
Commandimi Ninth Corps

:

My troops have been worked so I have no parties out to-night, except some hnn-
dred men slashing timber along the plank road and to the left. I understood that
Ihe line at the Williams house was nearly completed, and proposed to work my men
in the morning on that part of the line for which I am specially responsible. I have
only about 5,500 men for dnty not on the front line in MotPs division, and they have
worked so well and so constantly, all of them being on fatigue last night, that I

ninst give them rest. If you are not aide to comi)lete the line to the plank road I

will give you what assistance I can to-morrow and com])lete my own line.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

My men are equally worn out with labor night and day, but I can
put a brigade on this gap to-morrow morning if that will answer.
Idease reply to-night so that I can make my arrangements. I have
received no reply to my dispatch in regard to the disposition of tlie

colored troops.
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 6, 1864—9.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Willcox.
Commanding Ninth Corps :

The brigade to morrow for the vacant part near the plank road will

answer very well. No arrangement is yet made respecting the occupa-
tion of the Gurley house by a division from Warren. The conclusion
upon tlie subject will be made to-morro\Y. You cannot move Ferrero
until that is decided.

A. A. HIIMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 6, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

Your dispatch received.* If you can complete the work on the plank
road and the redoubt between that and the Williams house it is all I

ask. I will start a brigade to tlie Williams house from here at day-
light with orders to work on redoubt at Williams’ house and line con-
necting redoubts. Can you oblige me by having your chief of artillery

or other officer on the ground to indi(^ate the plan of the work you have

* See Willcox to Humplirej’^s, 9.10 p. m., second, ante.
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laid out. I am aware of your own necessities, but part of my command
is working to night on •the line which will be occupied by Warren,
otherwise I should not trouble you. Please answer.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 6^ 1864.

General WiLLCOX:
The works yon refer to were laid out by the engineers who are at

the Williams house. General Miles worked on the line to-day, and I

will have one of his staff on the line to show yon to-morrow morning.
I have only two of my own staff* familiar with it, and they will be on
the Xorfolk road in the morning. I will see early to-morrow morning
what troops I will have available for work not absolutely necessary
on my line. 1 think you will find most of the work done, as I have
had two brigades there since last evening.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
3Iajor- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 6j 1864.

Brigadier-General Potter,
Commanding Second Division:

General: The general commaudiog directs me to say to you that
yon will please hold your reserve brigade in readiness to move to the
Williams house at an early hour in tlie morning, to assist in the com-
pletion of the works at that point. Humphrey’s brigade will move at

daylight to that point. Yours may be necessary in addition. Your
brigade will make the necessary arrangements for tools. Please send
a staff* officer to confer with Colonel Humphrey, who will be on the
ground about 5.30.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. V. BICHABDS,

Captain and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 6y 1864.

Brigadier-General Hartranft,
Commanding Third Division

:

General: The commanding general directs that you send Hum-
phrey’s brigade at daylight to-morrow to complete the redoubts and
line between the Williams house and plank road. Work from the Will-

iams house until you connect with working parties of the Second Corps.
General Hancock has promised to render all the aid he can toward the
comidetion of these works in the morning. Tools can be had upon
application to staff* officers at these head(iuarters; also wagons.

J have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 6', 1864—5.30 p. m.

Maj. Geii. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff Army of the Potomac:

General: I liave tlie honor to report that no change has been
observed in front of the cavalry line.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,'

Brigadier-General of Volunteer Commanding Caval^p.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 6, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Toward dusk last evening the enemy relieved several brigades from
trenches, which gave rise to the report of their massing. Between 8
and 9 o’clock in the evening the enemy cheered loudly, and 0])ened

vigorously from their artillery. I now occupy the second line from right
of Second Coitus to Redoubt No. 3, near the Hare house. Pickets in

advance of and in the former line hold it. I am working on the new
line to complete it; it is shorter and better.

1). B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

[Tiulorsfinent.]

Respectfully forwarded for the information of Lieutenant-General
Grant.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Afajor- Genera /, Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September d, 1861.

Major-General Humphreys:
I Avould not need any additional artillery. I have eighteen guns in

reserve on my line that would be sufficient artillery for my small reserve
as a support.

D. B. BTRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps, .

September 6', 1864.
Brig. Gen. S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

A deserter from Hoke’s division, on my right, reports that last night
a division of General Early’s marched througli Petersburg to the Wcd-
don railroad. He says tlie cheering was for their arrival. Anotlier
deserter says that troo])S all day yesterday from Richmond defenses
were moving toward our left: that Geneial Le(‘, has moved liis head-
quarters there near Weldon rail load. They agree that tlie arrived
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(leteriiiination is to make a determined effort to repossess that road . I

seiid you this for what it is worth. It agrees with my observations as to

movements of troops during the night.

D. B. BIBNEY,
Major-General.

[Indorseiiieiit.]

Bespectfully forwarded for the information of Lieutenant-General
Grant.

JNO. G. PAKIvE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Septemher 6', 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Ai^mstant Adjuiant-General:

Another deserter says that during yesterday and last night regiments
were picked from Hoke’s division and marched to the left of our line

near Weldon railroad. He thought that four regiments were taken.
This was not substantiated by other deserters, but he seemed a bright
fellow and confident of fact.

1). B. BIBYEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Arma" Corps,
Before Petersburg^ TY., September 6‘, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terra^,
Com7nanding First Divisio^i

:

General: The major general commanding directs that Bedoubt
Bo. 3 be garrisoned without delay, a good colonel placed in command,
and the slashing in its front completed. The colonel can use his regi-

ment in completing the work. Captain Briscoe, aide-de-camp, will

indicate to him the line that is to be corrected if Captain Gillespie is

not present.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutmit- General.

Orders.] IIdqrs. Firsi Division, Tenth Araia' Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Fc., September 6, 1864—10.40 p. m.

Colonel Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Amlunteers, commanding First

Brigade, will immediately extend his line to a iioint 100 yards to the
right of Follett’s battery, relieving the troops of the Second Brigade
on the left of that point, and will also extend his left 100 yards to the
left of the fourteen-gun battery—not counting in the gorge of that
work—and relieving the troops of the Third Brigade for 100 yards on
the right of their line.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:
A. TEBBY,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg., Ya., ^September 6^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have tlie lionor to reiiort that during- the past twenty-
four hours there have been no changes in the position of the troops of

my command or, as far as can be seen, in those of tlie enemy. Owing
to the unfavorable weather last night but little work was done on my
front except in drawing and in tilling and placing sand-bags in position

for loop-holes. Four hundred men were at work on a new work in

progress on my right.

Respectfully, yours,
R. S. FOSTER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
New Berne, N. C., September 6, 1864.

Col. Thomas J. C. Amory,
Commanding iSab-District of Beaufort

:

Colonel; Some information, which I think it improper to neglect,

has come to the etiecd that an attem])t is to be made by the rebels to

blow up the railroad and capture a train, also to. place some torpedoes
at Cedar Point to blow up some of the vessels. You must keep a good
lookout for the railroad and the ajpproaclies to it from both sides as far

as Havelock, and until further orders a guard of at least one company
will accompany each train. The hours for running the trains will

probably be changed, the down trains leaving in the morning. These
guards will in that event be furnished from here. Lieutenant Ward,
with about 100 men, is with the little steamer Arrow in Slocomb’s Creek
watching the river in that vicinity. He has a Wiard gun with him on
the steamer. You must make the best use you can of Graham’s cav-
alry, and, with vigilance, I think we caiL iierhaps capture any party that
may come down with evil intent.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. N. PALMER,

Brigadier- Genera 1.

No. Ill Remsen Street, Rrooklyn, N. Y.,

September (f 1864.

IViaj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
(Jhief of Staff, U. S. Army :

General: I have the honor to transmit herewith a ])roJect for clos-

ing Cape Fear River. It involves a co operation between land and
naval forces. I have to request that it be ])la(‘ed before the Secretary
of War for his perusal and then sent to tlie General-in-Chief.

Very respectfully, your obedient servaiit,

A. GILLMORE,
Major- General.
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[Indorsement.]

September 10, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to Lieutenant-General Grant.
H. W. HALLECK,

Major-General and Chief of Staff,

[Inclosnre.]

New A^ork, September G ^864.

Project for effectually closing the port of Wilmington^ JSf. (7., to hlocJc-

ade-runners.

There are two ship channels into Cape Fear River, viz, the south-
ern entrance between Oak and Smith’s Islands, and New Inlet Chan-
nel between Zeeks’ Island and Federal Point. The southern entrance
is defended by Fort Caswell and a itowerfnl inclosed battery at A on
Oak Island and by a strong work at Bald Head and another work
nearly completed at C on Smith’s Island. At Fort Caswell the arma-
ment has been j)laeed on the glacis, which has been raised to protect
the^masonry of tlie work. The work at A is about one mile from Fort
Caswell and is placed on the ])rolongation of the axis of the* channel.
One channel runs very near A, as well as to Fort Caswell; another
passes near Bald Head Point, connecting with the first abreast of Fort
(fiiswell. Here there is a line of obstructions under the guns of the fort.

Oak Island is separated from the mainland by a marsh which affords

a good defense. The island is not occniiied by the enemy, so far as we
know, Avest of A. It is heavily covered Avith live oak and undergrowth
and the seashore is skirted with sand ridges for tlie entire length of
tlie island west of A. LockAvood’s. Folly Inlet, at the Av^est end, for-

merly had five to six feet of water in the channel at low tide. There haA^e

been no recent examinations of it reported. At B the works are quite
strong offensively and comprise batteries for channel defense looking
toward Fort Caswell and others toward the sea, all OA^erlooked by AA^orks

on Bald Head, Avhich have a command of about forty feet. At C the
works were not completed, although in progress one month ago. Guns
are probably in position there now.
No batteries have ever been seen betAA^een Bald Head aud Cape Fear

except field pieces, which are sometimes run out upon the beach to cover
the ingress of blockade-runners. From Bald Head Point east about
one mile this beach is obstructed by trees. The remaining three miles
to Cape Fear is hard, smooth, and open, and in still weather or even
during the prevalence of easterly, northeasterly, northerly, and westerly
winds, is well sheltered aud affords a good and safe place to disembark
troops. The south end of Smith’s Island for abouLone mile in Avidth

along the sliore is covered Avith dense Avood aud undergroAvth. The
balance of the island to the north as far as Zeeks’ Island is merely a
narroAV strii) of sand fronting on the ocean and separated from the
channel of Cape Fear River by impracticable [sic] and marshes.
Troops could be disembarked on the east or sea front of Smith’s Island
during the prevalence of southwesterly or Avesterly AAdnds. At Ioaa'

Avater the two shallow inlets between Zeeks’ and Smith’s Islands are

dry, or so nearly so that the tA^o islands are practically one.

The New Inlet entrance is defended by'several batteries on Federal
Point and by a small Avork on Zeeks’ Island. The Federal Point AA^orks

comprise Fort Fisher, Avhich is a strong inclosed AVork Avith five or six
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guns in Haxo casemates; an inclosed work at D, with two guns in Haxo
caseinates; the Mound Battery, sixty feet high, with tliree or four guns,
also inclosed, and four other batteries between Fisher and the Mound,
mounting from three to five guns each. These four batteries, at latest

reports, were not inclosed; they are i)robably so located as to be pro-

tected by Fisher, the Mound, and the battery at D. Field guns are

sometimes brought out nxion the beach nortli of Fort Fisher to protect

blockade-runners. North of Fort Fisher the scikshore is quite bold,

and troops can be disembarked there in still weather Avithout great dif-

liculty, and under cover of men-of-war, Avithin loO or 200 yards from
the shore. There are known to be obstructions in Cai)e Fear lliver at

one point above Fort Caswell, protected by a battery on the west bank.
Tills bank, indeed, favors the establishment of batteries for the defense
of the channel.
The foregoing is simply an outline of the most important items of

information Avith regard to the water-defenses of Wilmington doAvn to

a period quite recent. Numerous interesting details, of greater or less

inqiortance, have been omitted. It is believed by naval otticers, recently

from the Wilmington blockade, that the depth of AA^atei' in the New
Inlet Channel is amply sufficient for the passage of the monitors noAV

oft* Charleston.

PROPOSED PLANS OE OPERATIONS.

First plan—to be executed Avith 6,000 men : Capture Zeeks’ Island by
a surprise at daybreak, and land simultaneously, or soon after day-
break, a force on Smith’s Island to hold its narrow sea-front. At the
same time, or, at farthest, before the enemy’s gun-boats could be
brought down the river against Zeeks’ Island, the monitors should
run by the Federal Point batteries, Avhile the rest of the fleet engaged
them. With Zeeks’ Island and the narroAv part of Smith’s Island
securel;> in our possession, and a monitor force in the river, the block-

ade would be ])erfect. During the daytime the monitors should lie

near Zeeks’ Island, as far ofl’ as possible from the a\ est bank of Cape
Fear Biver and the h'ederal Point batteries—say about 3,000 yards dis-

tant from each. At night they could take up such position in the
channel as could effectually close it. Should the attempt to capture
Zeeks’ Island by surprise fail, it still might be taken by siege, provided
the monitors got in. But should they fail to enter, Zeeks’ Island might
not be tenable against the gun-boats of the enemy, unoiiposed by any
naval force. A knowledge, Avhich Ave do not now possess, of the inte-

rior arrangement of the work there could alone settle this point. As
not more than 1,200 or l,o00 men would be necessary to test the prac-
ticability of carrying Zeeks’ Island by surx)rise, this latter should be
attempted simultaneously with the second plan, lea\dng a choice
between the two to be made at the proi)er time, if it should be
found necessary to abandon either. Indeed, the first plan should be
tried if only as a feint in favor of the second. The difficulty of supi)ly-
ing the trooi)S upon an open beach is a matter of detail that has been
duly considered.
Second plan—to be executed Avith 12,000 men

;
part of these to be used

against Zeeks’ and Smith’s Islands in accordance AVith the first iilan:

Land the troops on the open beach above Fort Fisher, and at once estab-
lish a strongly intrenched line across the peninsula to Cape Fear PiA^er.

This line Avould be about three-quarters of a mile long, running through
a dense wood. W hile the trooxis are landing, the iron-clads should run
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by the batteries defending New Inlet, while the rest of the fleet engages
them. The iron clads, after entering, should take nj) a i)osition in Cape
Fear Kiver abreast the land forces. Until the Federal Point batteries
should be reduced, the troo^is wonld receive their supplies on the open
beach as in the first plan.

The second plan is more ('omplete in its results than the first. It

would yield good results even should the iron clads fail to get in or

meet with disaster subsequently, for with batteries built well out toward
tlie channel in shallow water, and the use of powerful calcium lights,

and such channel obstructions as could be constructed at night, the
river could be closed quite efiectually, it is believed, without the con-
tinual presence of gun boats on the inside.

The execution of either plan calls for the combined vskill and expe-
rience of the engineer and artillerist. Important professional details are
involved in the operation, for Avhich the ofiicer to be charged witli the
Avork should have time to prepare. Secrecy being important, if not
essential, the naval forces should rendezvous at some distance from the
scene of i)ropo£ed operations. Charleston harbor is a' suitable point, in-

asmuch as the iron-clads are there, and it would look like an attack in

that quarter.

Tlie above are simply the most salient features of a project or projects

for closing Wilmington to blockade-runners. I am free to say tiiat I

have given the subject a great deal of thought. I firmly believe the

plans practicable and am Avilling to risk my reputation in attempting
their execution

All of Avhich is respectfully submitted.
Q. A. GILLMOEE,

Major-Gcfieral of Volunteers.

General Parke:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

There seems to be a break between the new line taken by General
Birney and the line occupied by the Second Corps. The break is at

the Norfolk road. I Avish you Avould send your chief of staff or chief

engineer to correct and establish tlie line that must be held.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 7, 1864.

M ajor-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Two deserters from Finegan’s and two from Harris’ bri-

gades who left the enemy’s lines last night just arrived here, and reiiort

no change in the iiosition of Mahone’s division. Harris’ brigade num-
bers about 7)00 men, and Finegan’s (Avith Perry’s) about 800 men for

duty. They knoAv nothing of any part of Longstrect’s corps, and haA^e

neither seen nor heard of any recent movements.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. McENTEE,
Captain., &e.

A sketch accompaiiying this rei)ort will apj)ear in the Atlas.
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Headc^uarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

City Foint^ September 7, 1861.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Oiir agent succeeded in getting tlirougli from Piclimond
last nigiit, briiiging three refugees with him. Unnsnal i)recantions

have been taken within a few days, for some reason not explained, in

preventing the passage of persons Avithin and without the lines, and
our agent was obliged to take tAvo nights to make tlm trip, having left

Kichmond on Monday evening. If KerslniAv’s division or any otlier

troops from Early have arrived at Petersburg it is not known that
they have passed through Kichmond. One of the men brought through
was an agent for an express company, and Avas accustomed to go every
day to the Petersburg depot. His oavu attention not being directed to

the fact, he did not make particular inquiries, but hedieaid nothing
indicating that any troops IniA^e Avithin the last week or ten days, or at

any time lately, been sent* from Kichmond by the Petersburg road.

There are very conllicting rumors in Kichmond with regard to Early,
and people think that the Government is sending out reports in order
to conceal his real moA^ements. The rumor heretofore reported that
tioops had been sent to re-enforce Hood is still current in Kichmond,
although it is knoAvn or believed that none have gone from General
Lee’s army. Our agent was entirely unable to learn, after making
inquiry from different, sources, what Early’s i)resent ])osition was, or

Avhether any portion of his troops had been sent to Hood; but, as Imfore

stated, he was unable to learn that any troops have passed througJi

Kichmond lately. If they have done so it must have been at night,

and Avith such secrecy as to avoid all comment upon it Avhatever.

Owing to the fact that the fall of Atlanta Avas not made ])ublic, and to

the reticence Avitli regard to Early, the public mind in Kichmond is in

a very unquiet state.

It Avas the common talk last Monday morning about the streets that
General Lee had telegra])lied for 12,000 men to be sent doAvn to him,
and the different battalions in the city expected to be ordered out.

What is certain about it is that on Monday morning tlie Eire Prigade,
AYhicli is ('.onq)osed of detailed men, Avas ordered out and directed to

pick up all men AAdioin they might find in and about the city. Tliese

were again subjected to an examination of their papers, and were hur-
ried off’ to Petersburg. The physical examination is so slight that it

was reported one blind man had been foivairded Avith 'the othei s.

The better opinion seems to be that the recent movements on the north
side of the James and the occu])ation of various ])oints by our troo])S are
again intended to mislead the enemy, and that General Grant is, in fact,

intending to stretch out his lines and seize the South Side Kailroad,
and General Lee is understood to be making evcuy eff’oi t to extend his

lines so as to cover it. As a fact bearing upon this, our informant says
that h(‘. Avas told by Captain Daniel, Avho is a brother of one of the editors

of the Kichmond Examiner, and a (conductor on the Petersburg rail-

1‘oad, that last Monday morning he brought a train loaded Avith troops
as far as Chester Station, Avhere they were stop])ed, it being uncertain
Avhether they would go over to the north side of the James or return.

Provisions are still advancing. ^lo sugar or coff’ee has been issued to

the troops since our o(VU])ation of the Weldon railroad, befbi e Avhich it

was occasionally done. The fall of Atlanta had not been knoAvn long
enough Avith certainty fur its effects to be seen to any marked extent.
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Before our agent left, however, on Monday, when it was known, gold
advanced from 500 to GOO per cent. It had been selling before at 2100,
and was sold on Monday at 2600 and 2700.

In regard to some information lately asked for by Lieutenant-Colonel
Comstock, I get the following answers: The enemy are abundantly
sup])lied with spherical case. There is a great scarcity of Parrott shell

of all sizes, i)articularly for the 20-pounders. The caps now made are
very bad, the sheet copper belonging to the (lovernment being entirely

consumed, and the Government has agents picking up copper wherever
it may be found. There is also a great dearth of soft iron, so much so

that it is said that no more is to be had for the manufacture of heavy
ammunition. The enemy are now understood to have four Whitworth
guns with General Lee’s army, and fixed ammunition for them is in

great demand.
I inclose a Eichmond i^aper of the 5th, whose articles show in Avhat a

bitter spirit the fall of Atlanta is received. It is the only one brought.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE,
Colonel

j

cCx*.

Plank Eoad Station,
September 7, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Major Fisher :

All quiet. No change of camps or lines.

II. W. FULTON.

IIdqbs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 7, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : There has been nothing of interest reported from my sta-

tions to-day. The enemy are at work upon a ditch in front and to the

right of the work blown up.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. FISHEE,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 7, 1864. (Eeceived 8.15 a. m.)

General Humphreys :

Two deserters frojn Finegan’s brigade this morning. They do not

know of anything unusual going on. Neither of them have seen or

heard of any movement of troops to their right and have heard nothing

about Early.
AVINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General. .
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

General Williams:
Since last report the line from Williams^ house to Norfolk road has

been about completed. The troops are now engaged in finishing and
particularly in slashing. Tlie right of my two divisions on that line

now rests on the plank road.
' WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 7, 1864. (Sent 11 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs that as soon as the part of
the rear line upon which working parties of the Second Corps have
been engaged admits of it, one of the divisions will be returned to the
vicinity of the Jones house.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- Ge7ieral and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 7, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commandmg Second Corps:

An examination of the Blackwater Swamp yesterday shows it to be
imiiassable below where the left of the rear line of intrenchments rests,

except at a point about one-third of a mile below the left of the rifle-

pits, where it is passable for horsemen, and may be made j)assable for

artillery. The point is indicated on the maps by a road which is not
drawn through the swamp. The rifle-pit should be extended to include
this point. The dam at Sturdivant’s Mill should be rebuilt as soon as
a working party can be sent there; it will make the low ground of

second swami) impassable.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the IhiTOMAC,
September 7, 1864—10.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

I am instructed to ask whether in your judgment it would not be
well to move a brigade at daylight to the Deserted House to re-enforce

Mott if necessary and another brigade to the vicinity of the Jones
house to re-enforce on the ])lank road if required, the brigades to come
from the two divisions working on the rear line.

A. A. HUMFHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

47 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Army Corps:

Captain : In reply to communication* of Major-General Humphreys,
chief of staff, received at 1.15 a. m., I have the honor to report that my
l)icket-line is in front of the main line; that the front line from Ames’
battery to the Jerusalem plank road is considered the main and only
line. The troops v ithdrawn from there were placed in reserve for the
purpose of being moved anywhere that may be necessary. If the chief

of artillery of the Second Corps had reported to my headquarters in

accordance with the instructions of major-general commanding the
corps, the placing of the troops would have been explained to him and
would have obviated his report to the chief of artillery of the Army of

the Potomac.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Ct. MOTT,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Actmg Assistant Adjutant- Generaf Second Army Corps:

Captain : I have the honor to report for the inforinatiou of the maijor-

general commanding that the enemy during the night greatly strength-

ened his picket-line in my front from the right of the Jerusalem plank
road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- Getteral of Volunteers.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. de Trobriand,
Commanding First Brigade

:

General: The brigadier-general commanding directs the following

disposition of your troops: Colonel McAllister will relieve all of your
command on the left of the Jerusalem plank road. You will withdraw
from the front line, commencing on the right where the Fourth Maine
Artillery is stationed, all except a support for your picket-line. You
will xmt a garrison in the small fort near the Norfolk railroad, and take
up the second as your line, with the right resting on the railroad. You
will proceed immediately to level all of the old works between your
main line and the line which you have occupied in front, making ban-

quettes and traverses for the availability and the protection ofthe troops.

Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,-

J. H. LOCKWOOD,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

*See Humphreys to Hancock, September 6, 7.45 p. m., ji. 721.
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. R. Pierce,
Commanding Second Brigade:

General : Tlie brigadier-general commanding directs that you extend
your right so as to occupy the ground that may be vacated by the move-
ments that Colonel McAllister has been ordered to make.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. LOCKWOOD,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Col. Robert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade:

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs the following
disposition of your command : You will occupy the work near the head
and left of the plank road, relieving all of the troops that General De
Trobriand may have there. General Pierce is directed to relieve your
left, which may be vacated to accomplish the above. You will continue
the slashing in your front, and particularly in the immediate front of
the fort, so that the guns will have a good range and prevent the enemy
from massing troops or sending their sharpshooters to annoy us.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Third Briu., Third Div., Second Corps,
September 7, 1864.

In compliance with the above order the following disposition is made
of the troops of this brigade:

I. The commanding officer of the Eleventh Massachusetts Yolunteers
will at once move his command into the fort. The khghth Kew Jersey
Volunteers will move to their right and occupy the place vacated by
the Eleventh Massachusetts Yolunteers, and "the One hundred and
twentieth Kew York Yolunteers Avill close up to the left of the Eighth
New Jersey Yolunteers, resting with their left on the gaii.

II. Colonel Schoonover, commanding Fort Crawford, will send the
Seventh New Jersey Yolunteers, including the Fifth Battalion New
Jersey, to consist of not less than 300 men, to the right to occupy the
works near the head and left of the plank road, relieving General De
Trobriand's trooxis and our own reserve, these 300 men to be relieved
every forty-eight hours from the forts. A i)romxit and immediate com-
X)liance with this order is required.
By command of Col. R. McAllister:

J. V. EINKELMEIER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
1 have the honor to re])Ort that all was quiet in my front yesterday

and during the night. Private Sandford, Company H, Twelfth U. S.
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Infantry, deserted wliiie on jiicket, and was afterward seen in conver-
sation witli a mounted rebel officer. Tbe brigades of Crawford’s divis-

ion and details from tbe other divisions, numbering together about
2,700 men, were at work yesterday on the defenses.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
/ September 7, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report all quiet on my line during the last twenty-
four hours. Scouts report the enemy’s vedettes have fallen back. My
troops occupy this morning the newline in the vicinity of the Williams
house.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army" Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

Two deserters that left the rebel lines last night say that Hoke was
IjTng in camp or in the trenches day before yesterday; that the rebel

troops are stretched out in a single line watching us, and there are no
reserves between Petersburg and here except two brigades.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Brigadier General Potter,
Comniandmg Second Division:

General: The commanding general desires you to start a brigade
of your trooi^s toward the Williams house to halt until further direc-

tions at the small redoubt this side the “ swale.”
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant A djutant- Genera 1.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
N'ear Blicli’s Station^ Va’., September 7, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Fourth Division, Ninth Army Corps:

General: The commanding general desires yow to jdace one bri-

gade of your troops in position, with its right resting at and including
the redoubt half way between the Gurley house and the Williams house,

with left extending to and including the first redoubt on the idain upon
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whicli the Williams house is situated. He directs, also, that you con-

struct a strong- abatis in froiit of the line thus to be occupied by you,

at a distance of seventy yards from the works.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Fourth Division, Kinth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 7, 1864.

Commandino Officer, First Brioade:
Sir: You will move your brigade at 7 o’clock to-morrow morning- to

a position with its right resting- at and including the redoubt half way
between the Williams house, with left extending to and including the
first redoubt on the plain on which the W^illiams house is situated.

You will proportion your men to the length of the line, leaving room
on the left for the regiment that is to re])ort to Colonel Humphrey
to morrow morning, which will report as ordered. You will construct
a strong abatis in front of the line thus to be occaipied by you at a dis-

tance of seventy yards from the works. You will draw in your pickets
when you move.
By order of Brigadier-General Ferrero

:

GEO. A. HICKS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 7, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have the honor to report all quiet during the night. A
scouting- i)arty sent from Lee’s Mill to the plank road found nothing- of
the enemy. An old contraband came to my lines this morning, having-
come from Sussex yesterday, traveling along the plank road. He saw
no troops, save an occasional mounted vedette.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 7, 1864.

Brigadier-General Greuu,
Commanding Cavalry

:

Please inform General Willcox, commanding Ninth Corps, as well as
Generals Hancock and Warren, of everythingimportant that is observed
or occurs in the cavalry front. Please direct the cavalry officers on
picket to inform the commanding ofiicers of the nearest infantry force
in their rear of the appearance of the enemy, so that the delay of receiv-
ing the information through you will not occur. This is not intended,
however, to dispense with your sending the information also when it

reaches you.
' A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.
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Butler’s Head<^uarters,
Septemhcr 7, 1864—6 p. m.

LieuteDaut-General Grant :

I have the honor to report return to my command^ and will do my-
self the honor to report in i^erson to-morrow.

B. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. C.,

No. 106. ) In the Field^ September 7, 1864.

I. Capt. Israel E. Sealy, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volun-
teers, is hereby announced as assistant adjutant-general on the staff of
the major-general commanding department.

II. Capt. H. E. Glum, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby announced
as chief signal officer of the Department of Virginia and North Caro-
lina, vice Capt. L. B. Norton, relieved pursuant to orders from the War
Department.

III. First Lieut. John A. Kress, JJ. S. Ordnance Corps, is hereby
announced as chief of ordnance of the army in the field, vice Capt
A. Mordecai, relieved pursuant to orders from the War Department.
By command of Major-General Butler:

E. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjtitant- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

General Williams:
Nothing of special interest on my line. General Hunt withdrew

three batteries from me. I am working at the second line at all points.

Deserter confirms report as to portion of Early’s troops returning, and
also that the enemy are at work at an inner line of redoubts.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 7, 1864. (Sent 10.40 a. m.)

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

The major-general commanding desires to know where the 1,800 men
are posted that were withdrawn from the Tenth Corps by General
Ord’s order.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 7, 1864. (Eeceived 12.50 j). m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

The regiments withdrawn from my line are stationed, I think, on
James Eiver, at Berkeley house, Wilson’s Wharf, and City Point.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Septemher 7, 1861,

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Army Corps:

I have withdrawn my main line to second line. Hold advance line

with skirmishers. Will yon not order proper connection between your .

right and my left*? I have ordered General Terry, my left division, to

co-operate with your division commander on your right in eftecting d.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General,

^ Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petershurg^ September 7, 1864,

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: Y^esterday I received orders from the major-general com-
manding to i^lace without delay a good regiment in Kedoubt No. 3. I

selected the Sixth Connecticut Eegiment, and directed its commanding
officer to move its camp into and in rear of the work. On examination
I found the work in its present condition incapable of defense. Three
of its sides have parapets of seven feet at least above the terre-plein,

and there is no banquette
;
the superior slopes of the parapet are nearly

horizontal, so as to render it impossible to fire on an approaching enemy.
The fourth side of the work, the gorge, is as yet only the reverse of the
old rifle-pits

;
in second line it is not more than two feet above the terre-

plein. No platforms are yet laid for the guns, and oidy a portion of the
embrasures are cut. The artillery officer on duty there reports that at

present he can use none of his guns. The commanding officer of the
Sixth Connecticut Yolunteers has orders to employ his men in complet-
ing the work, and the regiment has been relieved from all other duty.
The new line to the right of Sanger’s battery is well forward; it will

be completed, I think, within thirty- six hours; reliefs are working on it

day and night. I still have one regiment in the advanced line, its left

connecting with the right of the Second Corps. I respectfully suggest
that it should be withdraAvn to the main line and the connection main-
tained with the Second Corps by crossing the railroad where my left

now rests. No other movement of troops than the one si)oken of above
has been made during the past twenty-four hours. One deserter came
in yesterday. No casualties are reported.

I am, colonel, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFKED H. TEBRY,

Brigadier- General^ Comma^iding,

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 7, 1864,

Respectfully returned.
Redoubt No. 3 must be completed with the least possible delay. Gen-

eral Terry Avill employ the regin'ient mentioned within upon it, withdraw
the regiment now in advanced line, and maintain a proper connection
with the right of the Second ('orps.

By command of Major-General Birnev:
CilAS. H. GRAVES,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Xo. 112. V Before Petersburg^ Fa., September 7, 1864.

1. The Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieut. Col. E. Camp-
bell eomnianding, will immediately garrison the fourteen-gun battery,

and, in the event of attack, hold it to the last. The regiment will be
exempt from all duty except such as is required for the completion and
safety of the work.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry

:

A. TEEEY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brio., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Fa., September 7, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to report that the position of the reserves
of my command remains the same as at my last report, no changes hav-
ing been made in their disposition during the last twenty-four hours.

The first line of battle in my front is manned as before, by two officers

and fifty men; the second line of battle to which the force except one-

tenth were withdrawn was extended from the right and left last night
about 100 yards to the right and a little more to the left, connecting on
the right and left with the First and Second Brigades. The enemy
have been at work on their batteries. I opened the Eequa guns on a
fatigue party, which at once caused a susi)eusion of work. A musketry
tire was kei)t up all last night by the enemy. No casualties have been
reported.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEANCIS B. POND,

Colonel Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ Fa., September 7, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps :

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have occurred
on my line within the past twenty-four hours. A detail of 400 men
were at work on the new redoubt on my right, which is progressing.
Considerable improvement has been made in the drainage ofthe trenches
as the necessity for it has been developed by the late rain.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. S. FOSTEE,

Brigadier- Genera /, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ Fa., September 7, 1864.

Capt. P. A. Davis,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.y Second .Division, Tenth Army Corps

:

Captain: I have the honor to report that the working parties on my
front have been engaged during the last twenty-four hours in throwing-

up traverses and in filling sand-bags and placing them in position.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. OSBOEN,

Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Vols., Comdg. Brigade.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
September 7, 1864.

Maj. Theo. Read,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Signal officer at Crow’s Nest station reports mortar firing on our

Dutch Gap working party, but soon silenced by onr guns and mortars.

Enemy still at work on Cox’s Ferry earth works. Enemy seen working
at Howlett’s battery; think they are building traverses, but not cer-

tain, as cannot get good view of them.
Very respectfully,

THEO. E. PATTERSON,
First Lieutena7it, Signal Cories

^
U. S. Army.

Hdqrs. Second Cavalra^ Brigade, Kautz’s Division,
N^ear Olive Branch Church, September 7, 1864.

Capt. M. J. Asch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain: I learn that about sunrise this morning several rebel

soldiers were seen near Doctor Bryant’s house. A few w^ere mounted.
I have just returned from a visit along the right of the line. There is

a safeguard named Gay, Thirty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, at

Doctor Bryant’s. The officers complain that on other occasions when
rebels have been seen about there that he is very uncommunicative
and they are suspicious of him. As this safeguard is outside of our
picket-line nearly a quarter of a mile, I respectfully submit that he
should either be withdrawn or relieved. Our line is so thin that it is

imiiossible to keep out determined and skillful scouts, and I think in

places through the woods on the Lawyers’ road that a wire could be
stretched from tree to tree, running through small iron staples, so that
the picket could hear any one striking the wire during the night.

There must be old worn-out telegraph wire about which could be used
advantageously. I have directed Major Stratton to endeavor to entrap
the parties who come near Doctor Bryant’s.

Resiiectfully, yours,

SAM. WETHERILL,
Major FlevcfUh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 80. ) City Point, Va., Seiytember 8, 1864.

1. Hereafter rations will not be sold to citizens residing within the
lines of the armies operating against Richmond, unless such i)ersons take
the oath of allegiance. Gratuitous issues of provisions wdl not be made
to citizens except on certificates that they are destitute and have no
means of purchasing, and in such cases issues will be made in accord-
ance with General Orders, No. 04, Adjutant-General’s Office, War
De])artment. Citizens who are iniiiiical to the Government or refuse
to take the oath of all(‘.giance, will be sent into the enemy’s lines. Those
citizens who take the oath of all(‘.giance will be sent to the Northern
States if they desire to go there.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 8, 1864—2 p. m.

Lientenant-General Grant:
Tlie following dispatcli from Major-General Hancock, and explanatory

note from Captain McEntee are thought worth sending:

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 8, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The officer [of the] day of the First Brigade of General MotPs division reports
this morning that he has ascertained that the Richmond City Home Guards are
picketing in front of a part of Mott's division. The division officer [of the] day says
he is endeavoring to ascertain more particulars. It may be that this is for the pur-
pose of preventing desertion.

WINF^D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of staff:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 8, 1864.

Genp]RAl: The Richmond City Home Guard is a militia organization composed of
old men and hoys who have heretofore only been called out on urgent occasions.
This organization, according to best information I have received, including Rich-
mond and Petersburg, numbers near 3,000 men. A part of that force occupied the
trenches during the Reams' Station light.

Respectfully,
J. McENTEE,

Captain, ifc.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General

j
Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 8, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Five deserters who left the enemy’s lines last night have
just arrived here. They report no change in the position of Mahone’s
division, nor have they heard of the arrival of any troops from the
Valley. 1 can get no reliable evidence confirmatory of the rumors that
Kershaw’s division has as yet returned from the Valley. I think, on
the contrary, that everything seems to indicate that they have neither
passed through Eichmond nor Petersburg. Among all the deserters
coming in I have been able to hear from the city nearly every day for

the past week, and I find none of them who have seen or heard of Ker-
shaw’s division passing, except one man, who states that they went
through the town on Sunday last. There is abundant evidence to show
that he was mistaken in regard to the command. One of these men
to-day reports that on Sunday last he saw Fry’s brigade ])ass through
the town, and several days ago a deserter from Lane’s brigade reiiorted

that he saw Fry’s brigade march down to their right fiank. Law’s
brigade is still lying in rear of Mahone’s division, and one of these men
while conversing with a man in Fifteenth Alabama was told by him
yesterday that a part of Longstreet’s corps was still with Early, but
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that they were expected to be here soon. Perry’s brigade, attached to

Pinegan’s, numbers about 250 men for duty. One of the deserters

examined this morning is a son of Lieutenant-Colon el Sliuttleworth, of
the U. S. Marine Corps, now stationed at Pensacola Navy-Yard. He
has been in the rebel army three years, is a very intelligent youth, but
left the Confederate service because he considers their cause hopeless.

Very resi^ectfully, your obedient servant,
J. McENTEE,

Ca;ptain^ the.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeniher <S, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point, Va. :

I can get nothing confirmatory of rumors that Kershaw has returned.
I can hear directly from Petersburg through deserters nearly every
day, and I have found but one man who had seen Kershaw, while
several other men say that on Sunday last Fry’s and Bratton’s bri-

gades passed through the city and took position on enemy’s right. I

think that move gave rise to the rumor.
J. McENTEE,

Captain, &c.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Sex)temher 8, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : My lookouts report no movements upon the part of the
enemy to-day excej)ting the minor one this morning.
Plank road station reports

:

Tlie enemy are enlarging works near tlie lead-works and apparently are extend-
ing their lines farther to their extreme left. They have also commenced several new
works of alight character at different points in our front. Two trains of nine and
ten wagons went to our left beyond the Weldon railroad at 10 a. m. Camps un-
changed.

The enemy are also strengthening their works upon the left bank of
the Aiipomattox in the vicinity of Fort Clifton.

Yery resfiectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 8, 1864.

General S. Williams:
Yesterday the Second Division was engaged in extending the line

from the Norfolk road to tlie P>lackwater and in slashing. The First
Division was engaged principally in slashing; to-day they are con-
tinuing the work. A detail of 400 men are at work rebuilding the dam
at the mill-x)ond. One brigade of the Second Division, which holds the
left of my line, has been ordered to camp at the Deserted House, where
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it will be more available as a support. One brigade of the First Division
will be moved to the vicinity of tlie Chieves house to-day, the remainder
of the division following as soon as the line is completed.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- Oeneral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September <9, 1864.

General Humphreys:
Two deserters from Finegan’s brigade came in this morning. They

left their line about two hours before daylight and report that they
know of no movement of troops whatever, and have heard nothing of
Longstreet’s troops except that they are in the Valley.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September <S, 1864. (Sent 8.30 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Tlie latest information is believed to establish as tolerably certain

that no part of Early’s troops have passed through Kichmond or Peters-

burg. Both divisions may therefore be returned to their former posi-

tions, as the work they were assigned is not now one of immediate
necessity and can be finished by details sent from the old camps.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September <9, 1864.

Brigadier-General Miles,
Commanding First Division:

General: The major-general commanding desires you to make
arrangements to move one brigade near the Chieves house this after-

noon, to camp so as to be available readily as a support to General
Mott. The brigade will be followed by the rest of the division as soon
as the line on which it is working is completed.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,

Captain and Actmg Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September <9, 1864.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Generaf Second Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to report, for the information of the

major-general commanding, that a part of the i)icket-line opposite my
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First Brigade was relieved during the night by some of the Richmond
City Home Guards. The portion so relieved was picketed by Heth’s
division. It may have been done to stop desertions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September <S, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams:
I have the honor to report that about 0 a. m. yesterday the enemy

advanced a force near the Davis house and drove in the pickets at that

point; the reserves were quickly deployed and the enemy as quickly
retreated, carrying off with them eleven of our men. Clothing further

of importance occurred during the day or night.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

' Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
' Septeynher 8, 1864.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The following dispatcli from signal officer on plank road is sent for

your information

:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 8, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have the lionor to forward the following reports just received:

‘‘1‘lank Road Station,
September 8, 1864—8.40 a. m.

‘At 8 a. m. a battery of artillery appeared in vicinity of lead-works, moving
southward, and disappeared in woods west of large fort. Immediately about 800
infantry came from woods northwest of large fort, and moved southward on line of
Weldon railroad. A few wagons moving westward near lead-Avorks, but could
not see the road to distinguish movements of infantry. Camps unchanged.

“FULTON,
“ Sergeant.’^

“Avery House, September 8, 1864—9 a. m.
“ Parthis of enemy at work digging in ditches or saps extending from exploded

fort and under enemy’s front line. All (piiet at other points.

“LYON,
“ Lieutenant.”

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. S. STRYKER,

Acting Chief Signal Officer.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 8, 1864.

General S. AYilliams:

As the authorized consolidation of this corps cannot practically go
into effect until the reports for the last month are completed without
delaying their execution, and as I hnd considerable difficulties attend-
ing the consolidation to make it as I think for the good of the service,

I have decided to suspend any further action during the temporary ab-

sence of General Meade and lay the whole subject’ at some length before
him for his reconsideration. Another reason for this delay is the amount
of labor our new position gives us in making defenses, constructing
roads, drains, wells, &c.

HISTORY OF THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE FIRST AND FIFTH CORPS.

In pursuance of General Orders, No. 10, headquarters Army of the
Potomac, March 24, 1864,* the First and Fifth Corps were reduced each
to two divisions and united in one, to be called the Fifth Army Corps.
This was unpalatable to some, as it compelled a reduction of the num-
ber of brigades and divisions, and this, together with the return of offi-

cers absent during the winter, comiielled Generals Ayres and Cutler,

who had long commanded divisions, to go back to the command of bri-

gades. It is also probable that the appointment of myself, junior in
'

years to many of the generals under me, produced unpleasant reflec-

tions in their minds. Added to this was the reconstruction of the staff

of the consolidated corps. In these matters my position was not an
apparently easy one, especially as 1 had not the selection of my gen-
erals or the power of doing otherwise than to assign them according to

their rank. My corps staff was also taken from the ranking officers in

the diff’erent departments left with me. The corps was stretched along
the railroad from Alexandria to Mitchelfs Station, a distance of from
sixty to seventy miles, and was only assembled in the vicinity of Cul-

peper oil the 2d of May. The next day we began this campaign, re-

markable above all others for its length and destruction of life. The
new organization had not fairly begun to work before tlie losses in battle

began to disturb it, and from that time to this almost every day’s cas-

ualties required a new construction to meet the hour, again to be over-

thrown by the next battle.

The second day’s battle in the Wilderness deprived me, by his death,
of General Wadsworth (next to myself in rank), commanding one of the
new divisions formed out of the First Corps, and wounds lost me Gen-
eral Baxter, commanding a brigade of the other division of the First

Corps. Colonel McCandless, commanding a brigade in the old Fifth

Corps, was wounded at Spotsylvania Court-House. The command of

General Wadsworth’s division fell to General Cutler. In the battle of

May 8, near Spotsylvania, a severe wound deprived me of General
Kobinson, commanding tbe other division of the old First Corps, and
for a time the adjutant-genera! of the corps. Colonel Locke, and Col.

A. W. Denison, commanding Maryland Brigade. This left General
Bobinson’s division without a general officer. I therefore assigned
one brigade temporarily to the division commanded by General
Cutler, one to that commanded by General Crawford, and retained
the Maryland Brigade under my own immediate direction, as I also

See Vol. XXXIII, p. 722.
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did tlie brigade of heavy artillery, Colonel Kitehiiig. The battle of

the 10th of May cost us the life of General Rice, commanding a bri-

gade then in the division of General Cutler. Losses in brigade com-
manders continued to occur frequently, but as they did not materially

affect the organizations or divisions, 1 will not recount them. General
Cutler was the only general officer belonging to the old First Corps
remaining with us when we left Spotsylvania Court-House.
In this condition, without any time for reconstruction, we moved

on and fought the battle on the North Anna, at Jericho Mills, and
those at Bethesda Church. We also had numerous skirmishes, and,
though known as such only, some days caused us a loss of 000 killed

and wounded. While near Bethesda Church, the 29th day of May,
General Lockwood, with re-enforcements, was assigned to duty with me,
and I gave him the command of General Robinson’s division, reunited
for that purpose. That very day its adjutant-general and inspector-

general were lost (being taken prisoners), and not deeming General
Lockwood, under the circumstances, efficient as a division commander,
and proper to be second to me in rank in tiie coiq^s and my successor if

I should become disabled, I applied to have him relieved, Avhich Avas done.
The time of the division of General Crawford (the Pennsyhmnia
Reserves) expired just at this time. May 31, and I then assigned him
to General Robinson’s division, along with the veterans (constituting a
small brigade) remaining of his former division. On arriving at Cold
Harbor, June 6, the corps was placed for a few days in reserve, and a
temporary reorganization was at once made. General Ayres, who
ranked General Cutler, and Avas entitled to a division in preference,

was given a division composed of his oaa n brigade, the Heavy Artillery
Brigade, and the Maryland Brigade, which had joined the old First

Corps after Gettysburg. General CraAvford retained the two old bri-

gades of General Robinson’s division and the veteran Reserves.
In General Griffin’s division I replaced General Ayres’ brigade by

a brigade from General Cutler’s division, Avhich had belonged to the
Third Division of the First Corps before the consolidation, and left

General Cutler a division formed of the two brigades Avhich he com-
manded before the consolidation and return of General Wadsworth.
This was made after careful consideration and consultation aaTHi Col-

onel Bankhead, in spector-general of the old First Corps, and so far as I

know was satisfactory to all the division commanders, except it might
have been that General Cutler did not feel satisfied with two brigades.
Howe\’er, as one of the four divisions had to be com])osed of two bri-

gades, I placed that condition on the junior commander in rank. The
corps again lost very considerably by the battle before Petersburg,
June 18, and after tliat I inoposed to reduce the command to three
divisions by uniting General Cutler’s two brigades into one and
placing it with General Ayres or General Crawford, in that case con-
solidating the Heavy Artillery Brigade and the veteran Reserves into
a brigade for the other. The matter was referred to the commander of
the Army of the Potomac.
As the officer Avhose feelings were most concerned, I consulted Gen-

eral Cutler on this subject, and found that he objected on the ground
that it Avas breaking u]) the old First Corps. The changes I pru])osed
making, though it formed new diAusions, retained all the old First
Corps brigades intact, exce])t that it diminished the number by their

consolidation as had been done with brigades of the old Fifth Corps.
The commanding general, hoAvever, objected to my proposed reorgani-
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zation and decided he would consider a proposition to put all tlie old
First Corps regiments into one division if a suitable scheme was pre-

sented. This I found attended with difficulties. To each of the bri-

gades new troops had been added during the campaign, and an effort

had been made to distribute them among the old troops. These new
troops would have to be taken from the old First Corps brigades and
transferred to the Fifth Corps brigades. The brigade taken from Gen-
eral Griffin would thus have to be replaced by entirely new troops, and
a new organization, and he would have to reorganize his other brigades
if he put old troops into the new one, and similar arrangements would
have to be made with General Ayres. The division to be formed of

the old First Corps would have to be consolidated from five brigades to

three, and thus the records of the regiments would be brought into

confusion. The division to be formed out of the old First Corps regi-

ments would be inordinately large in comparison with the others and be
composed of all old troops. There are advantages to both old and new
troojis in being mingled together, and by this arrangement it would be
lost to both. The proper time for making these changes, however, was
about the 10th of the month, so that the last monthly reports could be
completed before the command (dianged from the commanders to whom
the reports had to be made.
Pending the arrival of this time our movement took place toward the

Weldon railroad, and in the three days of battle there the corps suffered

a further depletion of 3,959 men. It fell principally upon Ayres’ and
Crawford’s divisions. The former lost 54 officers and 1,219 men, and
the Sixth Kew York Heavy Artillery having been ordered to Wash-
ington, the remaining regiment of that brigade was attached to one of

the other brigades, leaving but two brigades. In General Crawford’s
division the two veteran regiments, constituting a small brigade, and
Colonel Lyle’s brigade lost so heavily that both combined left but a
very small brigade. The other brigade of this division also lost heavilj^

General Cutler in the last of these engagements was so severely
wounded as to be comiielled to leave the field. I therefore transferred
temporarily one of his brigades. Colonel Hofmann’s, to General Ayres,
and the other. General Bragg’s, to General Crawford.
After consultation Avith the general commanding Army of the Poto-

mac on the subject of reorganization after these battles on the Weldon
railroad, he adhered to the determination to have the regiments of the
old First Corps made into one division. On having a return made up
of the strength present in these old regiments I found it was 5,781,

which by mistake Avas taken by me as present for duty, and tliis I

knew was more than half the strength of the coriis. I then suggested
that the old Fifth Corps be also made into one division, which Avas

acceded to. Upon investigation I found my mistake in the 5,781 tor

duty, as it included all in arrest and confinement and on special and
daily duty.
According to the tri-monthly report for August 31 the strength of

the corps is

:

Aggregate
])reseiit.

Old regiments of First Corps 5, 781
Field artillery 1, 397
Old regiments of Fifth Corps and new regiments assigned during campaign,
including heavy artillery and Maryland Brigade 10,537

17, 715
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The troops as now arranged are:

Aggregate

First Division, General Griffin :
present.

First Brigade (old First Corps troops, five regiments, 1,445 officers and
men) - al, 979

Second Brigade (old First Corps troops, none) 2, 214

Third Brigade (old First Corps troops, none) 2, 213

6, 406

Deduct old First Corps troops 1, 445

Fifth Corps troops in Griffin’s division 4, 961

Second Division, General Ayres

:

First Brigade (old First Corps troops, none) 2, 675

Second Brigade (Maryland Brigade) 1, 516

Third Brigade (old First Corps, four regiments, 931 officers and men) 51, 676

5, 867

Deduct old First Corps troops 931

Fifth Corps troops in General Ayres’ division 4, 936

Third Division, General Crawford

:

First Brigade (old Fifth Corps troops, 574) cl, 614

Second Brigade (all old First Corps) 1, 215

Third Brigade (all old First Corps) 1, 150

3, 979
Deduct old Fifth Corps troops 574

Old First Corps troops 3, 405

Total of old First Corps troops

:

In First Division 1, 445
In Second Division 931
In Third Division 3, 405

5. 781

If this is made the Third Division, under General Crawford, there will

be left for

—

First Division, General Griffin 4,961
Second Division, General Ayres, by transferring Pennsylvania Reserves to it. 5, 510

If it is determined to organize the command as above, by the approval
of the commanding general I will issue an order as follows:

First. The Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, is hereby discon-

tinued.

Second. All the regiments belonging to the old First Corps at the
time of its formation (now in First and Second Divisions, enumerate
them) are hereby transferred to the Third Division.

Third. The veteran Pennsylvania Reserves are transferred to the
Second Division.

Fourth. The prospect of filling up the corps renders it desirable to

retain the organization of three brigades to a division, and each division

commander will arrange his brigades as he thinks best.

Fifth. The following staff officers are hereby assigned as follows:

(For further consideration.)

a Difference, 534. & Difference, 745. c Difference, 1,040.

48 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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I make the above proposition to meet what I consider to be the wishes
of the general commanding the Army of the Potomac, under the cir-

cumstances.
Eespectfnlly submitted.

G. K. WAKREN,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,

^ September <5, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last twenty-
four hours. Scouts report the enemy leaving their camps during the
night in front of the First Brigade, Third Division, taking everything
with them. No changes have been discovered in the position of tlie

enemy in front of any other portion of the line.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General*

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
September <9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff̂ Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the lines of the
Second Cavalry Division during the night. At one or two points a few
dismounted men occasionally approach the line. These men are seek-

ing a remount.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of VolunteerSj Co^nmanding Cavalry.

Dutch Gap, Va., September 8, 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery

:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have not fired

so regularly to-day as yesterday. They invariably cease shelling soon
after our batteries open. Major Ludlow seems to think that we ought
to stop their fire altogether, a thing utterly impossible, yon know. The
working party has not been compelled to quit labor a minute during the
day. Last night not a shot was fired by the rebels in this direction.
All had a quiet sleep.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIERCE,

Captain, First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 8, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I am pushing work forward at all points on the redoubts of second
line. Have commenced one at Hare house, inclosing the work there.
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During the past twenty-four hours the enemy have been pushing a
trench toward our line from the Crater. Do not understand its object.

Will try and develop it to-day., A deserter of the usual intelligence

reports that Beauregard left for Georgia night before last in great

haste.
D. B. BIKi^EY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September <9, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams:
Deserter just in says that the trench referred to by me in 0 o’clock

report is a covered way to their picket-line. He says the ration of

corn meal was reduced yesterday three-quarters of a pound; he says

that a part of Bushrod Johnson’s command, to which he belongs, was
under orders to march at 3 o’clock this morning; this last I doubted from
his want of particular specific information.

D. B. BIKNEY,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. First Briu., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ F«., September <9, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to forward the following report of events
occurring during the past twenty-four hours within this command:
In consequence of Colonel Pond’s illness I assumed command of the
brigade yesterday at 11 a. m. I find the general condition of the com-
mand good. The police of the camps and trenches is being imi)roved
very much and is noAV in a good state of progression. In pursuance
Avith instructions from division headquarters, the Eighty-fifth Penn-
sylvania Volunteers has been relieved from all duties except those con-

nected AA ith the ijosition assigned them. Besides the occupation of the
fourteen-gun battery by the Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, the
balance ofthe command will be disposed ofas folioays : One hundred men
to the left of the fourteen-gun battery, 140 between the fourteen-gun bat-

tery and Follett’s battery, 85 men to the right of Follett’s, and 50 men on
picket, making 375 men to be furnished from three regiments. In conse-

quence of the heavy details it will be impossible to furnish two reliefs for

the trenches. I have therefore determined to dispose of the command so
as to be on duty tAvo days and off one. The officer of the trenches re-

ports that the enemy are working away at the old Crater and are run-
ning a sap from that point toAvard our Avorks, Avhich is already past
their chevaux-de-frise. But very little firing is done in my front dur-
ing the day. No casualties have occurred during the past twenty-four
hours.

Bespectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. VORIS,

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Commanding Brigade.
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Hdqrs. First Brigade, First Division, Tenth Corps,
September S, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistmit Adjutafit- Geiieral :

Sir: I am satisfied that the enemy are pushing two saps from the
Crater toward the salient point of our i)ieket-line to the front of the
Crater. The work does not appear to be pushed with much vigor. I

could discover, say, two or three shovels at work at the same time in

each sap. Would it not be a good plan to annoy them as much as
possible from the picket-line by musketry? I have given instructions
to the officer in command of the picket detail to give special attention
to this matter and report promptly any discoveries he may make.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. YOKIS,
Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Commanding Brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brigade, Kautz’s Cavalry Division,
In the Fields September 8, 1864.

Capt. M. J. Asch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: I send down to-day a party of contrabands wlio came in yester-

day and to-day. They represent that the enemy have disappeared
from our trout, excepting a few scattering scouts. According to their

accounts, the farmers are thrashing out their grain with all possible

dispatch, and hurrying it and their prime negroes beyond Dinwiddie
Court-House. At one point, about six miles beyond our lines, is a
farmer named Heth or Heath who has about 000 bushels of wheat and
a greater quantity of prime oats already thrashed and winnowed out.

This had not been moved two days ago. I have ordered out all the
dismounted men who can be sjiared from the dismounted camp of the
Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and iiropose organizing a dismounted
party of picked men to ferret out those scouts and bushwhackers who
are continually annoying our pickets. They sometimes get within our
lines for the purpose of obtaining intelligence. Lieutenant-Colonel
Jacobs, Third ^^ew York Cavalry, reports that he was fired upon near
Sturdivant’s Mill by a scout or bushwhacker three days ago. I think
the party I propose to organize, judiciously handled, will be of more
service here than lying idle in camp. If there is any objection, will

you please notify me.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BOB. M. WEST,
Colonel^ Commanding Brigade.

Washington, September 9, 1864—2.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Tlie recruiting returns show an average of about 5,000 mustered in

per day for the last week.
EDWIY M. STAXTON,

Secretary of War.
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City Point, Va., Septemher 9^ 1864,

Major-General Halleck,
Chief of Staff of the Army, Washington, D. C. :

Under the construction given to it the War Department Circular, No.

61, is giving rise to much dissatisfaction. According to it officers and
non-commissioned officers of the three-years’ organizations, who have at

times varying from that of original organization to the present accepted
promotions won by merit, often, if not always, in the belief that thereby
their term of service was not increased, are now held for three years
from their last promotion and remuster. I submit that such a decision

at this late day is of doubtful expediency, with reference to those offi-

cers who, previous to the publication of the circular referred to, had
accepted promotion, as, even if good officers, they will still feel that

they have been unjustly treated and unfairly held. Since the iiromul-

gation of this circular many valuable officers are refusing promotion,
which, while purporting to be a reward, yet imposes at once, without
opportunity for furlough, another term of three years’ service. For the
good of the service I therefore respectfully recommend that circular be
so changed that at all remusters arising from promotions, whether
before or after its date, officers shall have the option of being remus-
tered for the uuexpired portion of their term of service or for three

years, as they shall choose.
U. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-Genera l’s Department,

September .9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General : Four deserters from the enemy just received that came
into General Mott’s division. Second Corps, about 9 o’clock last

evening. Two of them are from Harris’ brigade, and two from Fine-
gan’s brigade, all of Mahone’s division. Hill’s cori)S. One of the desert-

ers from Harris’ brigade. Nineteenth Mississippi Kegiment, states that
Humphreys’ brigade, of Kershaw’s division, has been lying in the rear
of Mahone’s division for the past five or six days until yesterday, when
it moved to the right toward the Weldon railroad; that he visited this

brigade day before yesterday, which was encamped in a valley just to

the rear of Mahone’s division; is positive they moved to the right yes-
terday; understood the brigade had lately come from the north side of
the Appomattox, but did not know whether it had been to the Valley or
not; that it was rumored yesterday Heth’s division was about to move
to the right; had not moved when informant left. Position of Hill’s

corps remains unchanged as far as known by these deserters.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO, C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Four deserters forwarded tliis p. m. from headquarters
Ninth Army Corps. They came into our lines this morning about 5
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o’clock. They are from the Sixteenth Virginia Eegiment, Weisiger’s
brigade, Mahone’s division, and Third Georgia Regiment, Wright’s bri-

gade, same division. Report no change in enemy’s position. One of
the men from Third Georgia Regiment thinks Field’s division is in rear
of Mahone’s

;
saw Jenkins’ brigade there (now Bratton’s), also Law’s

(Alabama
)
brigade. Know nothing of whereabouts of Kershaw’s divis-

ion by either of informants.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 9^ 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point :

Can you locate Field’s division “? Two brigades of it reported to be in

rear of Mahone’s division to-day. Law’s and Jenkins’.

JKO. C. BABCOCK.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 9, 1864.

Major Fisher:
The enemy continues to strengthen and extend his works at different

imints. The woods in vicinity of lead-works are being thinned out,

making their camps appear larger; no movements visible.

H. W. FULTOK,
Sergeant.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September ,9

,
1864.

Respectfully forwarded to Maj. Gen. A. A. Humjihreys.
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Jordan House Signal Station,
September 9, 1864—12 m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer^

Army of the Potomac

:

There is a large party at work on Fort Clifton, apparently making a
new face to the south side of that work. The enemy are still at work
opposite the Rushmore house. Only two limbers are visible there this

a. m. There is a train of cars, one loaded with hay, the rest are box-
cars, in Petersburg to our right of the Norfolk depot and near the rail-

road bridge. Nothing of the kind has been observed at that point be-

fore. Trains are moving both ways every day in Petersburg at the
point where the dirt road to Richmond crosses the Lynchburg railroad.

Respectfully,
T. R. CLARK,

Captain and Acting Signal Officer.
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Plank Eoad Signal Station,
September 9^ 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major Fisher:
Enemy are digging rifle-pits in rear of their picket-line in vicinity

of Gregory’s. The usual activity visible on works ac different points.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,

^

September 9^ 1864—1 p. m.
Brigadier- General Hunt,

Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have to request that the batteries now occupying Fort
Hell and the position on its immediate right be withdrawn and replaced
by batteries of this corps to-morrow morning, in order that the batteries

there may be under one command. The enemy have been permitted to

work lately in a manner which should not have been allowed. A power-
ful fort has been erected by the enemy since the withdrawal of the New
Hampshire battery tVom Fort Hell, which formerly kept down the
enemy’s working parties. I have to request that to-night Captain Ed-
gell should take charge of all the batteries from the plank road to 1,000

yards to the right, to include Fort Wari'en, as I am intending to per-

form a delicate operation and wish the batteries to be under his charge
for the time being, in order that Genei al Mott, in command of the
line, can control them. I wish that the matter should be kept as
secret as possible, and therefore wish to have the matter entirely under
General Mott’s control.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General^ Commanding Second Corps.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
/ September 9, 1864—3 p. m.

General Hancock:
Captain Harn, commanding the batteries between the plank road and

railroad, is ordered to report to you. You have already been informed,
through your chief of artillery, that all the batteries on your front were
at your disposal for any service connected with the operation of your
trooi)s. It is now forty-eight hours since 1 visited Fort Hell. I have
not yet seen the powerful work you refer to as being erected in that
time.

HENPY J. HUNT,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September .9, 1864—4.05 p. m.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery.^ Army of the Potomac :

1 am not aware that I have been informed by my chief of artillery

that all the batteries in my front were at my dis])Osal, nor do I consider
that such is the proper way of informing me of the fact, and as you hn \ c
not complied with my wishes on tlie subject referred to this morning i
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shall hereafter apply to different sources. I did not suppose that any
of the batteries would reluse to obey iny orders if I directed them to

fire or not to fire, but out of courtesy to you I addressed the telegram
to you of this morning. If you have not lately seen the powerful work
on my left which 1 referred to this morning you can readily see it by
visiting the lines.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General

j
Cominanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 9, 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I sent a telegram to General Hunt this morning, requesting that my
chief of artillery. Captain Edgell, might be placed in charge of all the
batteries on my line from Fort Warren to the plank road in connection
with my operations to-night only. Also that he would substitute my
own batteries for those recently put in Fort Hell, as since mine were
withdrawn, the enemy have been allowed to work without molestation
on a powerful work to my left, which work was i)reviously much retar-

ded. General Hunt did not comply with either of my requests, but
returned an equivocal answer. I find that a Captain Harn has been
put in charge of a part of the batteries on my line, while my chief of
artillery has charge of others. I do not wish to apply to General Hunt
any further, but refer the matter to you for decision. I desired as few
heads as i30ssible for my operations to-night. At 1 o^clock in the
morning I propose to try and remove the enemy’s picket-line in my
front, which has been strengthened during the last two days by new
rows of pits.

I send you a copy of the dispatch I sent General Hunt, and his reply,

to which I respectfully invite your attention.*

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 9, 1864. (Sent 6.30 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

I saw General Hunt before receiving your telegram, and understood
from him that he had ordered Captain Harn to report to you, not only
that he might be under the orders of your chief of artillery, but that
you might also make any changes that you desire in the batteries,

placing in i)osition such as you preferred of your own artillery and
withdrawing those not belonging to your own corps, not only for to

night but as the permanent arrangement. Please have such as you
withdraw and do not need in reserve for your corps ordered to report
to General Hunt for reserve for the general line.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

See 1 p. m. aiul 3 p. in., p. 759.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 9, 1864. (Received 7 p. iii.)

Geueral Humphreys :

Captain Harn did report to me, but not under tbe conditions mentioned
in your dispatch, and I gave him no orders until I could hear from you.

Your dispatch arranges the matter satisfactorily, as would a similar

one from Geueral Hunt in answer to mine first sent him.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 1st Brig., 3d Div., 2d Corps,
No. 77. )

September 9j 1864.

1. Lieutenant-Colonel Meikel, commanding Twentieth Indiana Vet-
eran Volunteers, will take his regiment and the Second U. S. Sharx)-

shooters in front of that part of your line wdiich extends on the left of

the new redoubt built on the Jerusalem iilank road. The movement
Avill be executed*at 12 o’clock to-night most quickly, and so as to remain
unnoticed by the enemy’s pickets. At 1 a. m. Colonel Meikel will carry
the enemy’s rifie-pits from a point marked by a single tree on the left

to the Jerusalem road, including the point known as the Chimne3’S,

where he will be supiiorted by some companies of the Ninety-ninth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Colonel Biles’ command. From the

X)oint of attack marked by the little tree alluded to he will establish on
the left a new straight line of rifle-pits, connecting with the present one
at the next projecting point of woods. He will occupy and defend his

new line, if attacked, until after sunrise, when the two regiments under
his command will be relieved by the advance of the present line of the
Third Brigade. It is deemed preferable to carry the point at a rush,
with flxed bayonets, and without any firing if iiossible.

2. Col. E. R. Biles, commanding the Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers, will take his regiment in front of that part of our line which
extends from Fort Hell to a point on the right opjiosite to a single

tree, where a new line of pickets will be advanced during the evening.
Tlie moA^ement will be executed at 12 o'clock to-night most quietly,

and so as to remain unnoticed by the enemy’s pickets. At 1 a. ni. Col-

onel Biles Avill establish thoroughly a new picket-line from the single
tree already alluded to u}) to the point knoAvn as the Chimneys, keeping-
two or three companies to rush to that point if necessary and carrj^ it

in connection with Colonel Meikel, Twentieth Indiana Veteran Volun-
teers, who will carry that part of the enem3'’s rifle-pits from the left. He
Avill occupy and defend his new line, if attacked, until after sunrise,

Avhen his regiment will be relieved by the advance of our jnesent line.

It is deemed preferable to carry the point at a rush, with fixed bayonets,
and without any firing if x)ossible.

By command of Brig. Gen. R. de Trobriand:
JAS. M. LINNARH,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Second Corps,
September 9^ 1864.

The regimental commanders will put the whole of their commands
under arms and in the breast-works at 12 o’clock to-night, and will keep
them so until after sunrise l ead}^ for any emergency. They Avill take
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care that no light or noise may cause the enemy’s pickets to suspect,

and still less to ascertain, that any movement is going on in our line.

Dming the temporary withdrawal of the Ninety-nintli Pennsylvania,
the One hundred and twenty-fourth and Eighty-sixth New York Vol-
unteers will spread their lines to the left so as to fill up the gap to Fort
Warren. During the temporary withdrawal of the Twentieth Indiana,
the Fortieth Nevv^ Y^ork Volunteers will spread its line to the left so as
to connect with the Seventeenth Maine. It is recommended that the
men should not be informed of any intended movement before the hour
appointed for its execution.

By command of Brig. Gen. K. de Trobriand

;

JAS. M. LINNAED,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Third Div., Second Army Corps,
September 9, 1864.

Captain Commanding the Picket Line:

You will get your men quietly under arms at 12.30 o’clock to-night.

The pickets on your right, at the head of the plank road, are to be ad-

vanced at 1 o’clock precisely. If the pickets on your front make any
demonstration to advance you must repulse them, or if they commence
firing on our troops to the right yon will return the fire, so as to relieve

our troops as much as possible. You will therefore see the im])ortance

of having your men all under arms and in good position, so as to re-

pidse the enemy should they attack you, or to fire upon them should
they open on our troops to your right. Use great caution in getting
your pickets under arms, so as not to attract the attention of the
enemy.

Eespectfully, yours,
B. E. PIEECE,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September .9, 1864.

Col. E. McAllister, Third Brigade

:

Colonel: During the operation to-night you will please instruct

your pickets and the reserve that they must not fire unless the party
operating is driven back and there is danger of an assault from the
enemy, and to be very careful not to fire on our own troops. It may be
necessary for yon to advance the left of your line after the new line is

established. You will act ac(?ordingly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 9, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred yes-

terday or last night. Working parties, numbering 200 men, were at

work during the day on the defenses at this point.

G. K. AVAEEEN,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September .9, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General : I again find myself in the position I have been so often
before, surrounded by starving women and children. They are unwill-

ing to take the oath, as they do not know but it may be made a source
of oppression to them by our enemies if Ave remove, and it hardly seems
right to exact such a sacred thing from Avomen under the pressure of

craAUug hunger. I cannot see them starve, and have not the means
to support them. Cannot 1 be authorized to issue rations to support
those within our lines ?

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAEREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September .9, 1864.

General G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Patrick says he Avill at once take the necessary measures to

relieve the destitute women and children alluded to in your dispatch of

this morning. Perhaps it would be best for you in such cases to refer

the parties to the piwost-marshal-general.
S. WILLIAMS,

A ssistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 9, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General : It is hardly possible to send these distressed people to

the provost-marshal-general. They are old and enfeebled or too young,
and those that have any strength are absolutely required at home to

take care of the sick and the babies. In spite of all we can do, our
pillagers keey) these people in constant terror, and under threats of
burning the houses ransack everything. It is distressing to listen to

their stories, the eAudenceof whose truth is seen in every dAA^elling.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WAEEEN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September .9, 1864.

General G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

I did not mean to convey the idea that yon were to send the destitute
people to General Patrick. I only desire to suggest that it would per-
haps save you inconvenience Avere you to refer their applications or
make known their necessities to General Patrick.

S. WILLIAMS,
A ssistan t A djutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
tSeptemher 9 1864.

General Warren:
At 1 o’clock to-night I propose to try and capture or drive off the

enemy’s picket-line in my front to the right and left of the plank road.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 9^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Deserters from Mahone’s division, who left their picket last night,
report no addition to the forces in this vicinity. They say there is

considerable despondency among the Georgia troox)s since Sherman’s
victory. Three of them belong to the Third Georgia. General Grant’s
order is getting to be known, but there is much talk of the terms on
which deserters will be received, few having a chance to see the order.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September .9, 1864.

General Willcox:
1 am about making an attack to obtain the enemy’s pickets in my

front, the right and left of the plank road. The trooiis going in will

probably come out at the Strong house, a little to your right. The
hour fixed is 1 o’clock.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on the line of the

Second Division. Last evening at dark a few of the enemy’s cavaliy

appeared on the plank road in front of my vedettes. I will make an
examination of the country in front of the Gurley house, and if juacti-

cable will push the line farther out to-day.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier-General of Yolnnteers, Commanding Second Division.

'

Dutch Gap, Va., September 9, 1864.

Col. Henry L.*Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that from twenty to thirty shells

have been fired by the enemy at the canal to-day, but two of. which
took effect. The remainder burst wide, doing no damage to any one.
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We have a very small mark to lire at, and of course cannot hit every
time. Our average shots are as good as could be expected. The
rebels seem to fire now and then simply out of spite. Tried the light

guns to-day and thought they did good execution. Shall try them
again to-morrow and save the 8-inch shells as much as possible.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIEliCE,

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Septemher 9y 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

^^^othing new on my line. The enemy are imshing forward four

trenches, saps, or approaches to my works. They are seven feet deep,
five feet wide. A scout of mine crept up to them last evening and so

reports. Can’t imagine their use. I will place my Coehorn mortars in

position near them to-day and try and stop further progress. The
redoubts are in fair progress.

H. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Fieldj Septe^nher 9, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commanding First Division:

General : I am directed by the major-general commanding to fur-

nish you the following copy of a telegram just received

:

General Birney:
At 1 o^clock to-night I propose to try and capture or drive off the enemy’s picket-

line in my front to the right and left of the plank road.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. H. GBAVES,

Assistant A djutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg., Va., September 9, 1864.

Capt. A. Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report all quiet this morning. The enemy kept
up a fire of musketry last night. The officer of the trenches reported
yesterday evening:

The enemy have opened two embrasures in tlie works about fifty yards to the
right of the Crater. They have strengthened their works much, and are working at
what ap])ears to be the saps approaching our line, two from the east and one ii oin
the northeast face of tlie Crater. They had a fatigue ])arty of 100 men at work last

night. The trenches distant from the fort ai)pear to be diipinished.

There is no doubt that saps are being run from their line steadily
toward ours. Musketry can do little toward preventing the work, as
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those at work are under cover. A deserter who came into our lines

last night says that the work done by tlie enemy in front of the Crater
between the lines is done with a view of extending their picket-line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. VOEIS,

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. First Brigade.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Beep Bottom^ Fu., September 9, 1864.

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel,
General ButleSs Headquarters

j
Chief of Staff

:

Colonel : On the rebel left of main road to Richmond is Gary^s
cavalry brigade; don’t know its division. It is Seventh South Carolina
Cavalry, Twenty-fourth Virginia Cavalry, and Hampton Legion; don’t
know its numbers. To the rebel right comes Gregg’s brigade. Field’s

division, commanded by Colonel Bass. It is composed of the First,

Fourth, and Fifth Texas and Third Arkansas. I think they will aver-

age 150 each regiment. There was also a week ago General Benning’s
brigade. Second, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Georgia—know
nothing of their strength—opposite Grover’s house; also Twenty-fifth
Virginia City Battalion near same point, and I think the Mnth Vir-

ginia; don’t know their strength. The Twenty-fifth is comparatively
quite strong. AVhen I came I was informed that Generals Bratton’s
and Law’s brigades, of Field’s division, were here. A deserter reported
Law’s brigade to have left. I have heard nothing about Bratton’s since

I have been here. A deserter, August 27, said Bushrod Johnson’s
old brigade joined the picket-line of Beniiing’s brigade at Aiken’s gate.

I have had only one squad of deserters for a Aveek. They belonged to

Gregg’s brigade, and also knew of the cavalry. Gregg commands the
front.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. J. PAINE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eighteenth Army Corps,
Beep Bottom, Va., September 9, 1864.

Major Read,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Major : In reference to your telegram of September 6, directing me
to ascertain and report concerning the roads in this vicinity, I have to

state that there is but one principal road leading from this post about
north toward the enemy’s lines. This is the Bottom road. Is good
so far as the enemy’s pickets. It is supposed to continue good and to

run in nearly the same direction as far as the main road to Richmond.
Two paths or farm-house roads join it on our left and outside our lines,

both, however, communicating into our lines. Below Four-Mile Creek
the main road from Richmond is in sight from our lines beyond the
enemy’s pickets. It comes down over a liigh hill, on which are works
and a camp, apparently crosses the head of Four-Mile Creek, and passes
down along the edge of the timber beyond the open plain. I beg
further to state that I have little means of learning the roads beyond
my lines unless I drive away the enemy’s pickets. The troops here
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uuder General Foster occupied at one time and know the country roads
in front of this point, as also Second Corps, &c., below Four-Mile Creek.
Doubtless from them extensive and accurate information on this subject

could be had.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. J. PAUSE,
Brigadier- General

j
Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
, September 9j 1864—1.30 p. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Second Cavalry Division:

Captain: The reports from the picket-lines this morning show
everything quiet along the entire line,

yery respectfully,

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General., Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Kautz’s Cavalry Division,
No. 8 . ] In the Fields September 9, 1864.

I. The camp of dismounted men and convalescents will be moved
from Jones’ Neck to the Jordan Point and Petersburg road, near the
quartermaster’s and commissary depot. The commanding officer of the
camp will concentrate the command into one camp. The men of each
regiment will be organized into temporary companies of not more than
100 men to each comx)any, and an officer detailed to take charge of each
company from the regiment to which the men belong.

II. A general hospital will be established for the entire division, in

the vicinity of the camp, under the general supervision of the medical
director, who will direct the necessary medical attendance, by proiior-

tionate details from the regiment.
III. The camp will be organized and guarded according to regula-

tions; strict discipline will be maintained. The prescribed roll-calls,

at least two drills daily, and an efficient camp guard Avill be kept up.
ly. Picket-lines will be established in each company and a propor-

tionate number of horses assigned to each to be cared for. Stable duty
will be rigidly enforced.
y. As men and horses become fit for duty they will be returned to

their regiments. The men will not be permitted to join or visit the
dismounted camp without permission from their comiiany or regimental
commander.
yi. When necessary, horses, arms, and accouterments will be trans-

ferred from one man to another, and from one comi)any to another, in

the same regiment, in order that all the available men and horses may
be for duty with the regiments.

yil. An officer will be detailed by the commanding officer of the
camx) to do the duty of cpiartermaster and commissary. An acting
adjutant will also be detailed by him, and semi-Ayeekly reports of the
cam]) will be furnished these headquarters.
yiTI. It will be the duty of the commanding officer so to govern and

regulate his command as not to afford a refuge for malingerers and
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shirks whilst the faithful men are doing their duty at the front. The
general commanding the division will afford every facility and authority
for the efficient execution of this order, and will hold the commanding
officer responsible.

By command of Brig. Gen. A. Y. Kautz

:

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE ORDER RETURNING THANKS TO THE OHIO
VOLUNTEERS FOR 100 DAYS.

Executive Mansion,
Washington City, September 10, 1864.

Tlie term of 100 days for which^the National Guard of Ohio volun-
teered having expired, the President directs an official acknowledg-
ment to be made of their patriotic and valuable services during the
recent campaigns. The term of service of their enlistment was short,

but distinguished by memorable events. In the Yalley of the Shenan-
doah, on the Peninsula, in the operations on the James Eiver, around
Petersburg and Eichmond, in the battle of Monocacy, and in the
intrenchments of Washington, and in other important service, the
National Guard of Ohio performed with alacrity the duty of patriotic

volunteers, for which they are entitled to and are hereby tendered,
through the Governor of their State, the national thanks.
The Secretary of War is directed to transmit a copy of this order to

the Governor of Ohio, and to cause a certificate of their honorable
service to be delivered to the officers and soldiers of the Ohio National
Guard who recently served in the military force of the United States
as volunteers for 100 days.

ABEAHAM LINCOLN.

Washington, September 10, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point, Ya.

:

Had not the new infantry regiments now coming in better be sent to

City Point? The facilities for desertion here and with General Sheri-

dan are so great that we shall soon lose large numbers. Moreover, we
have difficulty in getting officers enough to drill the new artillery regi-

ments. Infantry regiments will not improve here without experienced
officers to look after them.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General aiid Chief of Staff.

City Point, Ya., September 10^1864—6.30 p.m.
(Eeceived 10.20 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

:

I would like very much to have all the new regiments sent here.

They can be made good use of, and will imiirove more rapidly here than
they possibly could about the cities.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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, City Point, /Sc2)tcmbcr 10, 1801—0.30 p. m.

Major-Geiierjil Halleck,
Washington :

The f()llowiiij>' information is jnst recciviMl from a deserter, wlio left

liiehmoml on Monday, bnt came into our lines to-day. Please coinmn-
nieate it to tbe Navy Department. He says that Captain Wood, of the
Tallahassee, had been on to Pielnnond

;
that on last Monday 200 sailors

from the receiving’ ship lying- near Drewry’s Blnft were sent to Wilnnng-
ton under the eommand of Lientenant Miirdangh to man a new vessel

of war that was soon to run out* to sea. He adds a piece of army news
that all boys over sixteen years of age and old men under lifty-live had
been ordered into Pielnnond.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., llepteniher 10, 1801.

Hon. G. V. Fox,
Assistant Seeretary of the Navy :

Your letter of the 9th instant, inclosing copy of instructions to

Admiral Farragut, was received by last night’s mail.* I have no sugges-
tions to make different from what those instructions contain. As soon as
the land forces can be spared and the navy is ready to co-operate, I

will send an expedition of sufficient force quietly down the coast, not
even allowing the emnmand, with the excejffion of the commanding
officer, to know where they are going. The details for landing a force

can be best ari anged by Admiral Farragut and the commander of the
land forces. So soon as all is arranged 1 will acquaint you with vdiat

is done on my part.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
8cptemher 10, 1804.

Hon. E. M. Stanton:
Peferring to the conversation 1 had with you a few days ago in rela-

tion to the regulations respecting the term for which officers are to be
held Avho have received ncAv commissions since the date of their orig-

inal entry into the service, I respectfully invite your attention to the
Circular No. 01, copy herewith, issued from the W^ar Department upon
the subject; and also to Circular No. 73, received this day, modifying
somewhat Circular No. (51. It is res])ecti'ully submitted that the regula-

tion ui)on tlie subject, as modiffed, does not altogether meet the point!
j)resented for youi- consideration, viz, should an officer who has served
three years, and who claims his discharge on that ground, be held,

even iftliere is a command for him, and he has received a new commis-
sion since his original entry into the service. In tlie absence of Cir-

cular No. 73 the must er out of siiperiinmerary ofticers would at any rate
liav(‘. been ordered. 1 Avould respectfully add that in my Judgment the
inteiests of the service will be greatly promoted if a regulation be ])ro-

mulgated simply stating that otlicers, non-coramissioned officers, and

Fox’s letO'i’, with iiiclosurc, not foninl; but for the instnictions to Jxear-Adniiral
Farragut, sec Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December I, 1865, p. 1.

49 R R—VOL XLll, FT II
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j)rivates receiving coiiiinissions will be mustered into the grade to

which they may be appointed for three years or for the uuexpired ])or-

tion of their original term of service at their option, such a regulation

to have retrospective action.

Very respectfully, &c.,

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Proyost-Marsiial-General’s Department,

Sc2)tembcr 10^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Five deserters and fifty-seven prisoners of war were for-

warded this a. m. from General Mott’s division, Second Army Corps.
The deserters are all from the p]leventh Florida, Finegan’s brigade,
and came into our lines shortly after dark last evening, just ])revious

to the capture of the ])risoners. The prisoners represent two brigades
of Mahone’s division, Finegan’s and Harris’. Ten of them are from the
Twelfth, Nineteenth, and Forty-eighth Mississii)pi, of Harris’ brigade,

and the remainder from all the regiments of Finegan’s brigade. The
picket-line of Harris’ brigade was attacked by us near its left where it

joins Finegan. Harris’ brigade lies to the right of Finegan. None of

the deserters or prisoners give any information of importance. The
position of Hill’s corps remains unchanged. Some of them re])ort a
division of Longstreet in rear of Mahone; suppose it to be Field’s divis-

ion. More than half of Finegan’s men seem anxious to take the oath of

allegiance and go North.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 10^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff':

General : Twenty-four prisoners of war from the Twelfth, Sixteenth,
and Nineteenth Mississipin have been forwarded from the Second
Army Corps in addition to those received early this a. m. The total

number received thus far is eighty-three, representing only Harris’ and
Finegan’s brigades. The last bring no additional information.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

City Point, September 10, 1864.

J. C. Babcock,
Headquarters Army of the Potomae

:

I was over at General Butler’s yesterday \). m. and examined juison-

ers and deserters there. The troops on the north side of the Janies are
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jind Greg;;]:’s brigadcis, of Field’s division, and Bnshrod John-
son’s old (Tennessee) brigade. The whole of Pickett’s division, with
Thomas’ brigade, holds the line between the two rivers.

SHABPE,
Colonel.

Hdqes. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 10, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : My lookout near the Gibbon house reports a strong detail

of the enemy, about 2,000, at work this afternoon throwing up a line of

works running off at a small angle from the vicinity of the main line

near the plank road, and leading through the woods in direction of the
lead-works, or perhaps a little to the right of them. The officer at

X)lank road station reports

:

The enemy are working by heavy detail on a new line of works in onr immediate
front and on another line by edge of woods north-northwest from station. They are
working on onr whole front, but with less force than on new line. They are also
extending works on onr extreme left beyond the Weldon railroad. During the fore-

noon about 1,000 men, in three detachments, moved southward along the Weldon
railroad. They came from the woods west of the fort in that vicinity.

The following messages were intercepted:

Sergeant R.,

At C. :

Is Barton’s brigade at the Dunn house ?

Sergeant A.

:

Yes.

A.,

Sergeant.

K.,

Sergeant, at C.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 10, 1864—8 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
All quiet. No change in enemy’s lines or camps.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Plank Road Station,
September 10, 1864.

Major Fisher :

Between 8.B() and 0 a. m. 1,050 infantry, in i)aTties of 500, 500, and 250,
came li oin woods west; of large fort near Weldon railroad and moveil
south on line of Weldon railroad.

H. W, FULTON,



772 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Walthall Signal Station,
September lOj 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Siffnal Offiecr

:

Tlie following- was intercepted:

Colonel B[i{ENT] :

Al)o\it 8.30 two trains, one of six and one of eleven six-horse wa;i,ons, passed open
space coming from enemy’s left in Chesterlield and going toward pontoon. The
cami)s to onr left of open space have visibly decreased. Troops are drilling in open
space above pontoon.

K.,

Scrycant, ot C.

(Same to A. B.)

II. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 10^ 1804—1 p. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Offieer:

Intercepted the following:
12.30 r. M.

Colonel B[kent]:

Eleven six-horse wogons passed open space going toward enemy’s front in Chester-
held. A force of cavalry, supposed to be two regiments, passed open space going
toward lower pontoon.

R.,

Scrycant, at C.

H. AV. HOLMxAN,
Sergeant.

Station near Gibbon’s House,
September 10

,
1864—1.20 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher, Chief Signal Offieer

:

The enemy have a force of at least 2,500 men working on fortifica-

tions to left of Petersburg; the greater part on enfilading works re-

ported last night.

xV. C. JOBDAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 10., 1864—2.50 p. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Offieer:

Intercepted the following: "
I

Colonel B[ rent] :

Several wagons pass< d military road going toward lower pontoon. A force of
cavalry, su])po8ed to l)o about two regiments, ])assing Bermnda Hundred road,
going toward that place. 1 think it is the .same force which I reported about an
hour ago. A train of seven wagons passed open space going toward onr front in

Chesterfield.

(Same to A. B.)

R.,

Scrycant, at C.

H. W. HGL.MAN,
Sergeant.
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Walthall Signal Station,
ISeptemher 10^ 1864—5 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Ch ief iSifpud Officer :

One regiment of infantry ])assed open space coming from enemy’s front in Clies-

teiiield and going toward Bermuda Hundred, lollowed by four wagons. One
steamer just gone down tbe river. No boats visible,

R.,
Sergeant.

IT. W. HOLMAN,
8>ergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
iSeptemher 10^ 1864—5.80 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief 8ig)i€il Officer:

A party of twelve men is working on Fort Clifton. A lieavy dust is

observ ed rising in rear of Kiebmond road. All quiet otherwise.
H. W. HOLMAN,

iSergecDit.

September 10, 1804—5.30 p. m.

Major Fisher :

Enemy at work digging saps or ditches leading from exploded fort.

Also small iiarties digging at two or three other points of line.

1. S. LYON,
Lieiitenant and Signal Officer.

Plank Hoad Signal Station,
September 10, 1864—6.80 p. m.

Major Fisher:
The enemy are working by heavy detail on a newline of works in our

immediate front and on another new line by edge of woods north-north-
Avest from station. They are Avmrking on our whole front but Avith less

force than on ncAV AA orks; are also (extending Avorksoii our extreme lelt.

Cantps unchanged and no movements observed.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergeant.

September 10, 18G4—0.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

The fatigue force reported this p. m. would fully reach the number
stated. They seemed to commence Avork all along the line of hills but
the larger body is on the enfilading works. A mnv line of rifle-x)its also
ap])eared this morning along the side of same hills but neai'eronr front.

No movements of account to-day.

A. 0. JORDAN,
Sergeant.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 10

,
1864—2 a. m.

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General Mott reports at 1.30 a. in. that he has carried the enemy’s
ritie-pits and is establishing- his line on the crest near the ])lank road.

It was done by the bayonet. He has a few prisoners and is reversing
the line.

(Same to General Warren.)

WHNF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 10., 1864. (Eeceived 1 p. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

About 3 this morning the enemy attacked the right of my new picket-

line, rei'aptnring tlie picket-pits to the plank road. From that point I

hold and have reversed their line for about half a mile to the left of tlie

road. I occupy the crest at the Chimneys. At this point the enemy’s
])icket-pits are about fifteen yards from ours and 1 anticipate war to-

night. Tliere was some bad management in placing the right of the
line last night. It was intended to till up the enemy’s pits there and
make a new line along the edge of the ravine, but the regimental com-
mander extended his line down the ravine, which subjected him to a
hank attack^ 1 believe 1 sent up about 90 ])risoners. My own loss in

killed, wounded, and prisoners is about 40, I hear, though it may be
less. Lieutenant-C^olonel Meikel, Twentielli Indiana, was severely, if

not mortally, wounded. Picket-tiring is sharp there to-day.

WINF’D HANCOCK,
Major-General.

(Same to General Warren.)

Headqi^arters Second Army Corps,
September 10, 1864.

General Williams :

Sim*e last report the whole of the Second Division has been placed
in camp near the Deserted House. The First Division is camped near
the Jones and Cdiieves houses. Doth divisions have large details still

at work cutting timber in front of the rear line. The picket-line in

front of the advanced works on the plank road was advanced last night
to the position heretofore held by the enemy. About 80 prisoners were
captured.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 10, 1864—5.45 p. m.

Ma.jor-General Hancock:
Major-General Meade has returned and resumed command of this

army.
S. WILLIAMS,

Asfiintant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Generals Warren, Willcox, and Biruey.)
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher lOy 1864.

General Hancock:
What is the result of your operations of this morning ?

G. K. WAKREN,
Major- General.

September 10, 18G4.

General Warren,
Fifth Corps:

We captured about 90 prisoners and secured the crest about the

Chimneys. The enemy made one or two attacks to regain the ])osition,

and succeeded in capturing about 30 men from one flank of the new
line, but they met with no great success. I am about going up to

examine the line and will telegraph you again. The general is asleep.

C. H. MORGAN,
* Lieutenant- Colonel.

Headquarters Second Corps,
tSeptemher 10, 1864—9.45 p. m.

General O. B. Willcox,
Commandmp Ninth Corps:

General: In case of trouble on your extreme right (my extreme
left) I request that you will direct one regiment to take the place
between the new fort on your right and the old rifle-])it which your
men built a few days since. I suppose that such are the orders. 1

think we will have a feverish, noisy night.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- Gen&i'al.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps, *

September 10, 1864—8 a, m.

Cai)t. John N. Craig,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Artillery, Army of the Potomac:

Captain: I have the honor to report the following operations of this

command during the past twenty-four hours: About 3 ]). m. yesterday
the enemy o])eiied fire upon a party of our troops on the plank road,
and again still later u|)on our works, firing in all some twenty shots.

This was ])romptly reijlied to by Ricketts’ l)attery (F), First Pennsyl-
vania Artillery, and Clark’s (B), First New Jersey Artillery, and soon
silenced.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. M. EDGELL,
Captain

.
Commanding.

(Co])y to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting Mssistant adjutant-general,
Second Corps.)
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Hdqijs. Atitillery Brigade, Second Arma^ Corps,
Sepiember 10^ 1864.

Oapt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Army Corps:

Captain: In obedience to instructions previously received, all the
batteries of this corps bearing ui)on the enemy, and also the line of

batteries from Fort Hell to the Norfolk railroad, under the command of

Captain Ilarn, were got under arms at 1 o’clock this morning to su])-

port a movement of General Mott’s division against the enemy’s picket-

line. The movement was I believe successfully made. The enemy
tired but few musket shots on the advance of our line, but soon after

opened with artillery from their main work in front of Fort Hell, direct-

ing their lire ])rincipally down the plank road. Only an occasional
shot from a ritle battery to the right of Fort Hell was sent in reply to

this, but later upon the enemy’s leeling our line with infantry the other
batteries^on the line were oi)ened, and/ip to this time skirmishing has
been kept u|) and frequent exchanges by^he artillery. No casualties
to this command.

V^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,
Captain, Com inanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 10, 1864—3.40 a. m.

Br
i
gadier-General Mile s,

Commanding First Division, Second Corps:

General: The maior-general commanding the corps directs me to

say that you will ])lease have 3T)ur division under arms at daybreak.
The troops will remain under arms until half an hour after daylight.

X am, general, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,

W. G. MITCHELL,
Xlajor and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters First Division, Second Arma" Corps,
Septemher 10, 1864.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Army Corps:

Captain : I have the honor to report that Lieutenant-Colonel McGee,
Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, has this day reported for* duty with
his regiment. He is senior in rank to Lieutenant-Colonel \Vilson,

Eighty-first Pennsylvania A'olunteers, who is now commanding the
Consolidated Brigade of this division under paragraph 4 of Special

Orders, No. 218, current series, from headquarters Second Corps. As
both these ofiic.ers are well known to the major-general commanding,
any recommendation from the division commander is unnecessary.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,

Brigadier-General of yolunteers. Commanding .Division.
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IJeadquakteks Tttikd Division, Second Corps,
September JO^ ISdl—2 a. m,

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant A djuta^it- General, Second Corps:

Captain: Tlie line on the crest is being vseeured, and I do not
expect any trouble. About GO pi isoners are reported

j
more are taken.

It was gallantly done by the IsiDety-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers,

under Colonel Biles, the Twentieth Indiana and Second II. S. Sharp-
shooters, under Lieutenant-Colonel Meikel, the whole under the super-

vision of Brigadier-Ceneral I)e Ti ol)riand.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOTT,

Brigadier- General.

P.-S.—The enemy says it was a mean i^ankee trick.

PIeadquarters Third Division, Second Army (k)RPS,
September 10, 1864—2.15 a. m.

Brigadier-General Pierce,
Co7umanding Second B^dgade:

General: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to inform
you that the ojierations have been entirely successful, and that Ave have
carried the line of pits. He desires that your pickets be Avatchful and
on the alert to repel any attempt the enemy may make to recapture
their line.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. LOCKWOOD,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Diahsion, Second Corps,
September 10, 1864-^2.15 a. m.

Col. Eoeert McAllister,
Coimnanding Third Bidgade:

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to inform
you that the o])erations have been entirely snccessful, and he desires
that your ])ickets be on the alert to repel any attemi)t the enemy may
make to recapture tbe pits.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient serAmiit,

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Diahsion, Second Corps,
Septeinber 10, 1864—S.15 a. 7n.

Col. Iv. McAllister,
Commandhig Thml Brigade:

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding dire(*ts that you be
ready Avith your pickets ami reserve to suiiport Lieutenant Colonel
Meikel if In*, is attacked, and also instruct your men to be A ery Avatch-
ful and vigilant, particularly about daylight.

1 am, colonel, very res])ectfully, your obedient ser\ant,
.1. II. LOCKWOOD,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
^September 10, 1864.

Col. Robert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade:

Colonel : The brig adier- o eneral coinmaiuliiig directs that yon relieve

all the troo]^s on ])ieket of the First Brigade which are posted to the
left of the Jerusalein ])lank road; that the Second Regiment U. S.

Sharpshooters when relieved from the front by yon will be stationed
in the fort located on the said i)lank road as an addition to the regular
reserve for the pickets. Yon will be particular that the connections
are made both on the right and left, that the works are strengthened,
and that every effort that (‘.an will be made to hold the i)icket-line

against any attack of the enemy. The greatest possible vigilance will

be exercised both by the pickets and reserves; they will be constantly
on the alert, as the position gained last night is most important, and it

is expected the enemy Avill make great effort to regain it. A detail of

100 men from the Second Brigade will relieve the left of yonr picket-

line, under the direction of the division officer of the day.
1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. T. LOMBARD,
Capt., Judge-Advocate and Acting Assistant Adpitant- Generat.

'' Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Beptemher 10, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing imnsiial occurred in front of

my line yesterday or last night, ^wo hnndred men were at Avork yes-

terday on the defenses and 400 men assisting the engineers in bnikling
the iieAV wagon road.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters P^ifth Army Corps,
Beptemher 10, 1864.

General Hi^mphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: I think the double- track corduroy road unnecessary just

now, except across the bad places where a second track shonld be placed
alongside of the single one. We have a good many other roa(ls and
the railroad. It is A^ery important to us noAV to giAm as much of our
attention as possible to drilling the recruits and restoring the discipline

and morale of the troops. 1 IniAm. Avoi ked my commainl A^ery steadily,

half their strength nearly each day, and it makes us neglect purely
military matters of greatest importance. I have furnished details much
greater than have been called for to get necessary AVork done, as the
locations of these roads and changes of fortifications keep the camps
disturbed and prexviit drilling. PA^eiy time Ave change camp here Ave

have to build new roads, open dibdies, dig wells, &c., which of itself

occasions much labor, and I am anxious to have the arrangements be-

come a little settled, and so have A^olnnteered help everywhere 1 could.

I thiidi;, though, that doubhvtrack corduroy is not now called for.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.
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Headquarters Fifth Arma^ Corps,
September JO, 1864—9 p. m,

(xeneral Hancock:
If you have not good sharpshooters General Griffin says he can send

yon ten that will keej) every man’s head down in the enemy’s line in

your front in the daytime. If you would like to have them please let

me know.
Yours, respectfully,

G. K. WAKREN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 10, 1864.

Major-General Warren:
My Dear General : I am much obliged to you. I have a regiment

of Berdan Sharpshooters, and therefore do not think yours will lie

necessary. No man has shown his head with safety on either side to-

day. We captured 90 jirisoners last night. I expect there will be a
row to-night again. Do not think I had 10 men killed and wounded
last night, and think that my casualties may amount to 25 when I get
off some which are wounded.

I am, your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- Geiieral.

Headqiarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 10, 1864.

Maj. Gem A. A. Humphreys,
Ghief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have the honor to re])ort all quiet on the cavalry lines.

The line of the Second Division in front of the Gurley house and to the
right toward the Weldon railroad has been advanced about half a mile.

General Kautz has sent a force along Powell’s Creek to ascertain the
character of the crossings below Cocke’s Mill, and to capture some
small parties that have been seen on his left between the mill and James
River.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. MpM. GREGG,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Cavalry.

Butler’s Headquarters,
September 10, 1864.

Secretary of War,
Washington

:

There is a negro regiment just raised in Philadelphia now ready for

service. It is respectfully asked that it be sent to this department.
I have a fancy that colored trooi)S thrive as well under me as anvbody.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,*
Major- General,
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FIeadouarters Signal Detachment, Tenth Corps,
September JO, 1864.

Captain Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Hdqrs. Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: The signal officer at the Avery house station of obser\M-
tion rei)orts small working parties of the enemy at work in three ])laces

in front of the Crater. Nothing visible but the dirt which is thrown up
by them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PAUL BKODIE,

First Lieut., tJignal Corps, U. S. Army, in eharye lOth Corps Detach.

Special Orders,
\
Hdqrs. Department of Va. and N. C.,

No. 249. )
In the Field, Va., September 10, 1864.#****##

7. So much of Special Orders, No. 123, paragraph 4, issued from head-
quarters Eighteenth Army Oor])S, as relates to the command of Col. H.
L. Abbot, commanding siege artillery, is hereby revoked, and Colonel
Abbot will, as heretofore, report only to these headquarters.#****#*
By command of Alajor-General Butler:

B. S. DAVIS,
A ssistan t A djuta )( t- Gen era 1.

Headqitarters Siege Train,
Broad icay lAindiny, Va., September 10, 1864.

Capt. T. Edson,
Ordnance Officer, Fort Monroe:

Captain: I inclose a requisition for 100 fuses for my 13-inch mortar.

The last lot were very defective. It is reported to me that fifty were
destroyed before one fit to use was found. Some were filled with saw-

dust; others very ])adly worm eaten. As Ave tire over our own men
for about a mile, it is essential that we have good fuses, and 1 hope the

new lot will be carefully selected. Please forward them by the mail

boat at the earliest opportunity, as they are waited for.

Your obedient servant,
HENBY L. ABBOT,

Colonel First Conneetieut Artillery, Commanding.

Dutch Gap, Ya., September 10, 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired but
lifteen or twenty shots to-day and those in the forenoon; not a shot

has been fired since dinner. A deserter from their battery reported

that there Avere 15 killed and Avounded by our light ])ieces to-day, and
‘‘•he’ll be damned if he’ll stay there any longer.” Wish they’d all come
to the same wise conclusion. Please have no more S-inch shell sent at

I^resent, but send plenty of case-shot for the light 12-pounder gun.

There is no firing nights. Men are healthy.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
U. H. PIEBCE,

Captain, First Connecticut Artillery,
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
8e2)tember 10, 1864.

General Williams:
Nothiiijn- of any iinportanee on my line. The enemy opened a vij^or-

ons artillery tire yesterday at V2 m. This was responded to, and a
sliar]) picket tire Avas kept up all night. The Coehorns interrupted the
Avork on their approaches, but they seem to have worked during the
night.

D. B. BIBNEY,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Lioiit Artillery Brigade, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Fetershurg, Va., Beptemher 10, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: I haA^e the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the Artillery Brigade during the last twenty-four hours:
jSTiiety rounds Avere tired by our batteries at the enemy, he having
opened nearly all his guns along our front at 1.40 p. m. yesterday. One
casualty: Private Ayers, of Company C, First U. 8. Artillery, attached
to Light Battery D, First U. S. Artillery, severely Avounded in the thigh.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. II. JACK80Y,

Lieut. Col., Asst. Inspeetor- General and Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Fetershurg, Va., September 10, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry,
Commanding First Division:

General: It is time noAv to attend to the filling uii of your division.

Many men will go out of service during the month. Men can be had
for the asking and ])roi)er attention, llegimental, brigade, and diAusion
commanders are really responsible for the nund)er of men in their com-
mands. Application for detail of officers of mark to go home and fill u])

regiments aaoII be appi oved. It behooves evany officer in these the last

days of this Avicked rebellion to be on tlic alert and by proper attention
kee]) up his command. lAwy attention should be paid to getting back
of <letached men, convalescents, and keeping uj) of the coips to a proper
number, it Avill hereafter, Avhen this Avicked AA^ar is over, be a iwoud
record for an officer or soldier to have endured on and not given up or
yielded for a moment his earnest desire to continue in the army to the
death.

Ilespectfully,

D. B. BlilNEY,
Major- General, Comm anding.

(Same to Brigadi(u-General Foster and Colonel Howell.

j
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ilDQKS. Thirty-ninth Kegiment Illinois Volunteers,
Before Fctershiirg, Va., 8e])t€mher 10

^
1864.

Capt. Charles Noble, Jr.,

Aide-de- Cam})

:

Sir: Id answer to your coiiiniunication of the Otli instant, just
received, I have the honor to furnish you tlie following’ information:
The name of the soldier who captured a rebel color iu our last move
north of the James Kiver is Henry M. Ilardenbergh, private in Com-
pany G, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers. He was shot through the
head by a rebel sharpshooter on the 28th ultimo while on duty in the
trenches, killing him almost instantly.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LEWIS T. WHIPPLE,

CaiHain^ Commanding Kegiment.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Fu., tSeptemher 10, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to rei)ort the following summary of events
transpiring during the past twenty-four hours: Yesterday the enemy
shelled our camps, batteries, and trenches pretty vigorously for some
time. In obedience to instructions from cori)S headquarters, the troops
of this command were turned out to cheer at 7 p. m. yesterday. Upon
receipt of General Hancock’s dispatch the men occupying the trenches
were turned out and ke]it under arms. All the reserves were placed
under arms at 3 o’clock this morning. A continual lire of musketry
has been kept up all night with some artillery. Private Charles N.
Boot, Comiiauy 13, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, died from effects

of a Avound made by a shell from one of our guns. No other casualties

occurred. The enemy still continues to Avork at his defenses and
trenches.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
11. O. PHILLIPS,

Captain, Eiglity-fiftli Pennsylvania Vols., Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., September 10, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that there have been no changes
in the disposition of the troops on my line during the past twenty-four
hours. The usual details for policing have been on duty. On the
fronts of the First and Third Brigades fatigue parties haAm been
engaged in strengthening and improving the parapet and traA^erses.

A fatigue party of 400 men is at Avork on the redoubt in progress on
the right of my line.

liespectfully, yours,
K. S. FOSTER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding,
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IlEADQUAUTERS EIGHTEENTH CORPS,
September 10^ 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Butler :

The enemy opened on the Crow’s Nest Battery Avith a small rifled

])iece IVom the plain in rear of their mortar battery opposite Dutch Gap.
The Crow’s Nest gun oi)ened and the Hewlett battery replied, Avhen all

our guns opened @n it.

JOHN GIBBON,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 10, 1861—6.30 p. m.

Major Wetherill,
Commandinf) Brigade

:

Major : Two rebel deserters aaJio have come into our lines this even-

ing report that a i)arty of twelve will probably enter our lines to-night.

The general desires you to notify the pickets at Cocke’s Mill to be on
the alert, as they may enter at that point.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
M. J. ASCII,

Captain and Aeting Assistant Adjutant- Genered.

City Point, Va., September 11, 1864—noon.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Seeretary of War, Washington:

I hope it is not the intention to postiione the draft to allow time to

till up with recruiting. The men Ave have been getting in this Avay
nearly all desert, and out of live reported North as having enlisted we
don’t get more than cue efleetive soldier.

U. S. GBANT,
Lieidenant- General.

Washington, September 11, 1864—7.55 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

It is not designed by this department to delay the draft a single day
after the credits are made up and quota ascertained. The Provost-
Marshal-General has been directed to lose no time in that Avork. It is

rei)resented that the first recruits were a hard lot, but that recently the
volunteers are equal to any that have taken the field during the Avar.

The local authorities have been slack in ])aying their bounties, and this

has occasioned some delay. I Avould be glad if you Avould send me a
telegram for publication, urging the necessity of immediately filling iq)

the army by draft. The most difficulty is likely to be in Ohio, Indi-

ana, and Illinois, from the desire of candidates to retain their men until

after the election. We have not got a single regiment from Indiana.
jMorton came here si)ecialiy to have the draft postponed, but Avas i)er-

emx)torily refused. But the personal interest to retain men until after

the election requires every effort to procure trooxis in that i^tate, even
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by draft. Illinois is much the same way. Not a regiment or even com-'
pany there has been organized. A special cail from yon would aid the
department in overcoming the local inertia and personal interests that
favor delay.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 11, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant ;

I have nothing of importance to report this morning. General Birney
telegraphs that a deserter reports the enemy mining on his left (our

right), and that troops are being moved in rear of the Crater. General
Hancock reports that through a misconcexdion of his orders by the
commanding officer of the pickets the enemy was enabled last night to

recapture a small portion of the line taken from him the night previous.

Generals Parke and Warren report all quiet on their lines.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, September 11, 1864.

(Keceived 1 p. m.)

Major-General Meade :

The general commanding wishes to know whether you have iec(‘ived

a report of the number of prisoners taken by General Hancock yester-

day morning.
HORACE PORTER,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de- Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 11, 1864—1.05 p. m.

Lieut. Col. Horace Porter, Aide-de-Camp

:

Tlie provost-marshal-general reports receiving 85 prisoners of war
from Second Corps. These were taken on the night of the 0th and
morning of the 10th, Avlien General Hancock advanced his picket-line.

I hnd in my dispatch of this a. m. jlll.SO p. m.J, to the lientenant-general

commanding, I iimdvertently committed an error. It was on the morn-
ing of tlie loth, and not last night, tlmt the eiiein}^ retook a portion of

the captured line, the operation being effected soon after Hancock’s
advance—indeed, being almost a i)art of it.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, Va., September 11, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
Has General Birney taken any steps to countermine against the

enemy or to construct works in rear of where their mine is likely to

terminate'^
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 11, 1801—10 p. m.

Major-General Birney:
The above refers to your dispatch tliis morning, giving tlie infor-

mation from a deserter. Please send me the means ofanswering G eiieral

Grant. I sni)posed the* report was so vague that nothing conld be done.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 11, 1861—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I send yon a dispatch* from Birney, received on referring yonrs of

10 p. m. to him. We occn])y now a second line the whole length of

oiir line, so that no mine exploded can beof ininE consequence. There
have been so many reports of mining by the enemy since onr mine of

July 30 that 1 have ceased to pay much attention to them unless they
are accompanied by some very specific details. I will see that all the
usual precautions are taken at the point on Birney^s front last indicated.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

Septemher 11, 1861.

Major-Genera 1 Humphreys.
Ch ief of Staff

:

General: Two deserters from the Tenth Virginia Cavalry (Cham-
bliss’ old brigade), now Col. J. Lncins Davis commanding, came into

our lines last evening. They left their post yesterday about 11

a. m. Their regiment (Tenth Virginia Cavalry) is picketing from
Beams’ Station to Mrs. Temple’s liouse, on tlie Baxter road, running
from Stony Creek to Lee’s Mill, and about eight miles from Stony Creek
Station. Tlie remainder of the brigade (the Ninth and Thirteenth
Virginia Begiments) are camped on Cat-tail Bun or Creek, some five or

six miles west of Beams’ Station. They moved there about a week ago
from Tabernacle (fiinrch. Mrs. Temple’s house is the extreme right of
the cavalry ])icket-lin(‘., and the Tenth Begiment is the only cavalry on
the east side of tlie Weldon railroad. At Beams’ Station there are
thre(‘. com])anies of inlantry, with a cai>tain in command of the ])ost.

No other force at Jleams’ Station excerpting the reserve of one cavalry
l)ieket-post. Bosser’s brigad(‘. of cavalry is picketing from Beams’
Station westward, and Hampton’s old division completes the line con-
necting with the right of the enemy’s in fantiy. All forage for the cav-
alry in this vicinity conies from Weldon, N. C., and is brought from
Stony Creek Depot by wagons. A large portion of Lee’s supplies come
nj) the same way. Informant thinks it would rake but a small raiding
party to capture these trains. Enemy scouting considerably in vicinity

* Sec p. 7‘Ji.
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of Lee’s Mill and Black Hole S^yaml). iV regularly organized band of

scouts, under a Lieiiteuant Beed, rendezvous in Black Hole Swamp.
FitzhiigU Lee’s division (Wickham’s and Lomax’s brigades) still in the
\ alley.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Walthall Station, Sejjtember 11, 1864—12 m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

Intercepted the following:

Colouel B[kent]:

One regiment of infantry passed open space, going to our left of CobL’s.
R.,

Sergeant.
(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Station, September 11, 1864—12.15 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

The following was intercepted:

Colonel B[rent] :

The infantry of last message passed Cobb’s.

(Same to A. B.)

R.,
Sergeant.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Station, September 11, 1864—1.40 p. m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer:

The following was interceiited

:

12.45 p. m.
Colonel B[rent]:

Two comjianies of infantry; lirst baited behind the cavalry in o])en space. They
come from Chesterfield. Three wagons have also halted at same place.

R.,

Sergeant, at C.

H. WL HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Station, September 11, 1864—6 p. m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer:

All (|uiet this j). m. The following was just intercepted:

Colonel B[rent] :

All (juietthis p. m. No boats in sight on the river.

R.,

Sergeant.

H. W. HOLiAIAN,
(Same to A. B.)
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September 11, 1804—6.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer:

Very quiet in eneiny’vS lines to-day. Small Intigne parties in a. ni. on
works reported last night.

A. C. JOEDAK.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septcmher 11, 1864.

General S. Williams,
AsHistant Adjutant- General

:

There has been no change in my lines since last report. General
Mott made a better arrangement of his new picket-line on the right of

the plank road during the night. Firing between sharpshooters goes
on constantly at this i)oint.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 11, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : I wish to invite your attention to the following points in

connection Avith my line:

1. I should like to know where the responsibility of the chief of

artillery ends and mine begins Avith reference to the artillery on differ-

ent points of the line of aa orks. The question arises in several aa ays.

For instance, it seems to me that in all the inclosed AA orks there should
be a quantity ol‘ reserve ammunition for the artillery, especially canister

for the light 12s, AAhere these pieces form i>art of tlie armament. I am
not anxious to have any control, but if 1 have I should like to know
just Avhat it is. 1 think it is imj^ortant to knoAA

.

2. 1 Avould suggest that a I’eturn be made from the left of the
advanced Avork on the left of the plank road, so as to give the large

S(iuare redoubt, known as Fort CraAvford, a fire directly in front of the
return. The present rifie-pit on the left of the fort to be leA^eled. A
strong i)alisading, running from this return to the second line, AAn)uld

prevent the enemy from making a sudden dash on this fiank and rolling

np the line.

3. Noav that the picket-line on the plank road is advanced there
is an o])])ortunity of putting a strong Avork on the crest, its natural
])osition, either by running out a saj) from the work now nearly com-
])leted or by putting up a sand-bag pit.

4. The ])alisa(ling in front of the second line ought to be extended in

front of Fort Hell and the Avork on the left of the ])lank road.
5. I Avould suggest that all the works for batteries on the rear line

be constructed en barbette, the embrasures A\'herc already made to ho
destroyed.

6. Tlie line from the Williams hous(‘ to the ])lank road I think should
be. shortened. It seems to me that the present line will re(|uire nearly
2,000 men more than is necessary.
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7. I would suggest that the batteries and redoubts be numbered or
marked, and that the designation of each Avork be located in some con-
spicuous place in the work.

8. I would suggest that the garrisons of all the inclosed works be
authoritatively fixed. These works, properly commanded and garri-

soned, ought to hold the lines even should it be necessary to remove
the troops from the rifle-pits connecting these AAmrks. I think a palisade
ought also to be placed across the gorge at Fort Alexander Hays at

the Strong house.
Yery resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’H S. HANCOCK,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Artillery Brigade, Second Corps,
September 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Artillery Headquarters^ Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report no change observed or reported
in the enemy’s lines during the past twenty-four hours. Picket-firing

is ke])t up constantly. A few shots were fired yesterday by the enemy’s
artillery and replied to promptly by the batteries bearing on the point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,

•• Ca2)tain, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 77, 1864.

Commanding Officer First Brigade:
The brigadier-general commanding directs that you detail a sufficient

number of regiments to furnish a force of about 800 eflective men to go
out at dark as a su])port to the line. They a\ ill be in readiness at dark,
A\ hen a stafl* officer from these headquarters will shoAv them the position

to be occupied. They are to bivouac during the night and return at

sunrise, unless otherAvise ordered. It will not be necessary that they
should take tents or that any unarmed men should be sent. The senior

officer Avill take command.
I am, very resi)ectfully,

WM. E. DEIYEE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September 77, 1861.

Col. Eobert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade

:

Colonel: I am instructed by the brigadier-general commanding to

say that you hold tlie forts on your line (in case of an attack) to the last

extremity, no matter Avhat becomes of the line between tlieiii.

1 am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient s«‘rvaiit,

JAMES H. LOCKWOOD,
JAeutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Headquarters P'ifth Army Corps,
Sepieynher 11, 1861.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the lionor to report that all was quiet in my front during yes-

terday and last night, nothing of importance transpiring. A deserter
from Thirty-third North Carolina came in last night and is now on hi;’,

way to army headquarters. One thousand men were at work on the
defenses at this point and 400 men assisting in building the new Avagon
road.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
SeiAemher 11, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The plan proposed by you, under date of the 8th instant, for the re-

organization of the Fifth Corps into three divisions, to be commanded
respectively by Generals Griffin, Ayres, and Crawford, has been laid

before the commanding general and is approved by him. Your ])Ian

embraces all that he desired with respect to the old Thirst Corps, which
A\ as to include in one division the troops that composed that corps at

the time of the consolidation of the corps in March last. The Penn-
sylvania Eeserve regiments were at that time with the Fifth CoiqAs, and
the commanding general has no objection to the two regiments organized
from the reserve regiments being retained in the Fifth Corps as proposed
by you. You are desired to report the changes in the stall* departments
arising from the reorganization of your corps. When a sufficient num-
ber of recruits shall have been received to justify it the division to be
made of the troops of the old First Corps can be organized into two
diAusions, and so with the divisions to be made up of the troops of the
old Fifth Corps. The commanding general desires that you Avill carry
the new arrangements into effect with as little delay as practicable.

8. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
I8eptember 11, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of titaff:

1 have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired during
the past tAventy-four hours.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
iSeptemher 11, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys:
A deserter from the Thirty-fourth North Carolina, Scales’ brigade,

has just come in. Hoes lah know anytliing of Early, nor of any uioata-

meut of troops. Heard a rumor of General Grant’s order.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
i^eptemher 11^ 1864.

General S. Williams,
A ssiStan t A djutant- Genera I

:

I Lave tlie honor to report all quiet on my front during- the last

twenty-four hours. Scouts reqiort no change on the enemy’s front.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General, Commandinff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 11, 1864—7 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac :

Generaiu r have the honor to report that no movement ot the
enemy has been observed on the line picketed by the cavalry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Bhnsion.

War Department, September 11, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Bermuda Hundred

:

The Philadelphia colored regiment will be ordered to your command.
EDWIN M. STANTON,

Secretary of War.

,
' Dutch Gap, Ya., September 11, 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery

:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy were perfectly

quiet last night and until about 5 o’clock to-day, when they ventured
to lire six shell, all of which burst among their own pickets. At the
first shot we opened with one 8-inch mortar and the light 12-pounder
gun, causing them to cease firing inside of forty minutes. Men are
healthy; everything seems satisfactory. Am anxious to have more
spherical case sent for the 12-pounder gun.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PI. H. PIERCE,

Captain, First Connectieut Artillery.

Broadway Landing, Va., September 11, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel White,
First Connecticut Artillery, Commanding Heavy

Artillery with Tenth Corps, Headquarters Tenth Corps:

Company E and three 30-pounder Parrotts will start by 2 j). m. They
cannot go into ])osition before dark. Please see that Conq)any E sturts

for Bermuda Hundred as soon as the regimental order specifies.

Please telegraph me when they start.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.
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Broadway Landing, Va., September 11^ 1864.

Lienteiiant-Colouel White,
First Connecticut Artillery., Headquarters Tenth Corps:

Company L will arrive at Captain Burton’s battery about 2 p. in. to-

morrow to relieve Company (>. Please meet them and see that the

officers thoroughly learn ranges, &v,. Coinjiany (I will use the same
wagons to bring them to Captain Pride’s old station. See regimental

order by bearer to-morrow morning.
HENBY L. i^BBOT,

Colonel First Conneeticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September 11., 1864—8.45 p. m.

Col. H. L. Abbot:
Three SO-ponnders, with the ammunition, are all at the batteiy, and

teams and wagons returned all safe. Your telegram regarding Com-
pany L is received.

NELSOK L. WHITE,
Lieutenant- Colonel Connectieut Artillery.

Broadway Landing, Ya., Septemher 11, 1864.

Captain Michie,
Chief Fngincer, Headquarters General Butler:

It is reported to me that a heavy rifled shell from Howlett house
battery xieneti ated the cover of the magazine at Crow’s Nest to within
a foot of the chamber, where it burst. 1 have never thought this

magazine secure, and would request that at least three feet be added
to the exiiosed end.

HENKY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Septemher 11, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The enemy kept up an almost incessant musketry and artillery fire

yesterday and last night. It has now subsided. A deserter reports
the rebels mining oiiposite our right, and that a large body of troops
are massed near the Crater.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
• September 11, 1864.

General Meade,
Com in (Dt ding :

I have done nothing to-day in the matter.* Deserters from time to
time have reimrted the enemy as mining, and 1 have been jirepared.

In answer to Meade of 10 ji. in., j). 785.
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I think that they Avoiikl aim at the old line, which I hold iioav by a
picket. I will exaiidue the point to-nionow aaoUi the engineer offi(;er

and sink a listening gallery.

D. r>. BIRNEY,
M((jor- General.

IIdqrs. Light Artillehy Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., fleptember 11, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General.^ Tenth Ai'my Corps:

Captain : There is nothing of importance to be reported during the
last twenty-four hours. Ninety-two rounds Avere hred in reply to the
enemy’s lire and at his working ])arties. Two guns of Captain Clinton’s

battery Avere withdraAvn from position at the Hare house to alloAv the
engineers to change the line at that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

11. II. JACKSON,
Lieut. Col., Assistant Bupeetor- General and. Chief of Artillery.

llHQRS. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Arma^ Corps,
Before Fetershurfjj Va., iSeptemher If 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terra
,

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I ha\^e the honor to report everything quiet tins morning.
A continual lire of musketry was kept up by the enemy during the
night. His artillery opened ui)on and shelled ns briskly for two hours
yesterday. The officer of trenches reports: There was nothing
unusual occurred on the reserve or picket line of this brigade during
the night.” The officer commanding the trenches reports that the
enemy were making more noise last night than usual in their front,

but mostly in the vicinity of Betersburg, and removing artillery or

artillery wagons. Also that there Avere commands gi\"en in front of

our right such as keep closed uj) there.” The reserve occupy the old

position. No offensive operations have been made from our lines. The
enemy still continue to work ui)on their lines and the trenches report

to be saps, which seem to pi'ogress sloAvly. No casualties have occurred.
' Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. VORIS,
Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Arma^ Corps,
Near Petersburg., Va., September II, 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. AY. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that there have been no changes
in the disposition of the troops of my command during the pasttwent}"-
four hours. The line of abatis in front of First Brigade has been fully

comjdeted. AYorking iiarties are engaged on the ncAV inclosed Avork in

progress on my right. A second line of AAT)rks has been commenced
on the line of the Second and Third Brigades.

I am, respectfully,
n. S. FOSTER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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IIdqrs. Third Brig., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Kear Petersburg^ Ur., l^^eptember Jl, 1804.

Oapt. I\ A. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Seeond Dir., Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to report that the work on the trenches,

at present occupied hy my brigade, was yesterday morning stopped by
direction of tlie brigadier-general commanding. At night a large

working iiarty was detailed to commence the construction of an
infantry parapet on the site of a line of rille-])its in the rear once
occupied l)y the U. S. forces and atterward abandoned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. OSBORN,

Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Vols., Comdg. Brigade.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
tSeptember 11, 1804—10 a. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Captain : The reports from the picket-line show all quiet. An officer

visiting the picket-line yesterday was tired uiion from beyond the line

by a small party that retreated immediately. The jiarty I sent to recon-
noiter Powell’s Creek re])ort that they saw no enemy and found no
practicable crossing of the creek between the left of the line and the
river.

A’^ery respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Briga dier- Genera I, Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. District of North Carolina,
No. (J4.

)
Neic Berne, V. C., September 11, 1804.

During the temporary absence of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, U. S. Volun-
teers, the undersigned hereby assumes command of this district. All
existing orders and regulations will remain in force until otherwise
ordered.

EDWARD HARLAND,
Brigadier- General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District of North Carolina,
Nf). I‘t7. ^ New Berne, N. C., September 11, 1804.

T. Col. (/harles L. Upham, Fifteenth Connecticut Volunteers, is

hereby assigned to the temporary command of the Sub-District of
New Berne.

11. Tim Twenty-third and Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers,
having reported for duty to relieve the Ninth Vermont Volunteers,
they aie hereby assigned to th(i Sidi-District of New Berne, and it is

ordered that these regiments, nmler direction of the senior officer

present, relieve the Ninth Vermont X'olunteers of all guard and picket
duty on the south side of the Trent River. i
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III. The companies of tlie Nil! til Yermoiit Volunteers on the Trent
road at Ked House, on being relieved, will join their regiment without
delay. The commanding officer Second Massachusetts Volunteers will

send the garrison of Fort Eowan, on being relieved, to relieve the com-
panies of the Ninth Vermont V^olunteers on the Trent road.

IV. The Twenty-third New York Independent Battery will relieve

the garrison of Fort Rowan, a sufficient number of men under one
commanding officer remaining permanently in the battery cami) as
guard for the park, stables, and camp.
V. The commanding officer Second Massachusetts Artillery will

detail from the garrison of Fort Totten, thi ee commissioned officers and
100 men to relieve the companies of the Ninth Vermont Volunteei s on
])icket at Red House.

VI. In view of the unprecedented amount of sickness in the Second
Massachusetts Artillery it is ordered that for the present the command-
ing officer of the First North Carolina Colored Heavy Artillery send
each day at guard-mount a sufficient number of men from his command
to perform all the day duty at Forts Totten, Dutton, and Stevenson.
These details will take their breakfasts in camp, carry their dinner
with them, and on being relieved by the Second Massachusetts Artil-

lery, at retreat, return to cami) for their suppers and the night. All
drills of the Setmnd Massachusetts Artillery will for the present be
suspended.

VII. The commanding officer Second Massachusetts Artillery will

see that during the time the First North Carolina Colored Heavy
Artillery are doing day duty in the forts under his command every
effort is made to instruct them in heavy artillery drill.

VIII. As soon as the Ninth Vermont Volunteers is ready to embark,
as previously ordered, the commanding officer will inform these head-
quarters direct.

IX. All these movements must be executed with the utmost rapidity.*******
XI. The Ninth Vermont Volunteers, being under marching orders.

Col. E. H. Ripley, of that regiment, is relieved from duty on the general
court-martial convened in Special Orders, No. 131, paragraph V, current
series, from these headquarters.*******
By command of Brig. Gen. Edward Ilarland:

J. A. JUDSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

War Department,
September IJ?, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The Santiago, one of our blockading squadron, captured a few days
ago the blockade runner Advance, from Wilmington. On board of tlie

Advance was found an Italian named Antonzini, who was brought into

Hamilton Roads yesterday on the Santiago. He was found double-

ironed, had been condemned to death by the rebel government for trea-

son, and was being deported to Bermuda, his punishment having been
commuted. This morning Mr. Fox brought me a letter from Antonzini,

offering to give information for the destruction of bridges on the Dan-
ville road. I have requested Mr. Fox to have him sent direct to you
from Fortress Monroe.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.
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City Point, Ya., iSeptemher 12^ 1864—3.30 p. m.

Major-General Halleck,
Wcisliington

:

The branch of railroad running out to the Weldon road is now finished,

and all supplies for the army are now moved in that way. Everything
is now i)erfectly (piiet except the usual picket-firing. ‘ The enemy seems
to be mining in front of the Tenth Corps, but it causes no uneasiness.
On Friday morning General Hanco(*k moved a portion of his picket-

line forward, and in doing so captured 85 of the enemy’s pickets.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lientenant- Genera 1.

[September 12, 1864.—For Grant to W. T. Sherman, relating to.

pro])osed operations aboi'l} Petersburg and Wilmington, see Yol.

XXXIX, Part II, p. 364.J

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
Xo. 91. ] City Fointy Va., /September 12, 1864.

I. The chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac and of the Depart-
ment of Yirginia and Xorth Carolina will hereafter forward to tliese

headquarters on the last day of each Aveek a report of the engineering
oi)erations during the week in the respective armies. Maps and
plans of all AAmrks constructed under their supervision Avill also be for-

Avarded as soon as they can be prepared.

# * * * * * *

III. Brig. Gen. Thomas H. Xeill is hereby relieved from duty Avith

the Eighteenth Army Corps, and Avill report in person to Maj. Gen. P.

11. Sheridan, commanding Middle Military Division, for orders.

# * * * # * *

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
HOEACE POETEE,

IJeutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 12, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Major-Generals Warren, Parke, and Hancock report all quiet on their

lines during the past twenty-four hours. General Birney reports the
enemy AA orking steadily on a fiying sap, either a covered way for their

l)ickets or ])robably to gain the crest of a hill Ai’hich our pickets occupy
Avith a vicAv of driving them away. General B[irneyJ has begun this

morning a countermine at the Hare house, Avhere the enemy are siij)-

posed to be mining. General Birney also re})orts the enemy throAving
uj) a work on their second line just in rear of the old Crater, and that a
neAV battery has been established at the loot of Cemetery Hill, from
which they 0])ened at 8 a. m. this morning. This last is for the pur])ose
of firing at the trains on the railroad, which, owing to Mr. Wentz,
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snperiuteiideiit of construction, liaving- failed to communicate with tlie

chief engineer at these headquarters, has been improperly located, and
is ex]msed for some distance to the view of the enemy, Avho has estab-
lished batteries frojn which he tires at all passing trains. Ko damage
has yet been done, but much annoyance to passers-by and the camps
in the vicinity.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Wlujor- General.

City Point, Va., ^eiJiemher 12^ 1864.

General Meade:
I will direct Major Wentz to commence relaying the railroad, so as

to take it round out of sight of the enemy.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenan t- Gen eral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Pkovost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 1864.

Major-General 1 Iumphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: A deserter from the Thirty-fourth North Carolina Regi-
ment, Scales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, has just been forwarded from
the headquarters of the Ninth Army Corps. He came into our lines

about dark last evening. His brigade (Scales’) lies directly in trout of
the lead-works, and about 300 yards west of the Weldon railroad.

Wilcox’s division is on extreme right of the line, and the Weldon rail-

road runs through it, a little to the left of its center. Informant states

that they are extending the line of works still farther to the right in a
westerly direction. He thinks it is about half a mile from the rail-

road to the extreme right of the infantry line. They throw out a very
heavy skirmish line every day in front of Wilcox’s division. Cut
rations down last _week one-fourth; issue regularly every other day.
Informant has been in the regiment but a short time and has little

information; knows nothing of the return of any of the force in the
V alley.

A^ery respectfnllv, vour obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Walthall Station, September 12, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major Fisher:
All quiet this a. m. A i)arty of fourteen men is at work strengthen-

ing Fort Clifton.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Senjeant.
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Walthall Station, September 13
j
1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Sifjnal Offieer :

The following have been intercepted:

11.30 A. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

A battery of artillery drilling in open space.
J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

2 P. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

At 1.20 p. m. the enemy commenced strengthening his works in open space; only
one embrasure seen.

J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)
' ^ H. W. HOLMAN,

Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 13, 1864—6 p. m.

Ma,j. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

All quiet this p. m. Party still at work on Fort Clifton. The follow-

ing messages have been intercepted to-day:

9.30 A. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of cavalry passed open space to our right of Cobb’s, going toward
Point of Rocks. One battery and two regiments of infantry drilling in open space
to the left of Cobb’s. No boats visible in the river.

R.,

Sert/eaiit, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

11.15 A. M.

Colonel B[rent]:

Two boats in the river—one above pontoon and one off Point of Rocks. Seven
wagons crossed pontoon, going toward Prince George.

R.,

Serf!emit, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

4.15 P. M.

Colonel B[rentJ :

Seventeen wagons passed open space, going toward enemy’s front in Chesterfield.

R.,

Senjeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.

)

5.15 P. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

All (piiet this p.m. Gun-boat above Point of Rocks.
R.,

Serifcant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

One message at .5 p. m.
shaking the glass.

I could not l ead on account of the wind

H, W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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September 12, 1864—6.30 p. in.

MaJ. B. F. Fisher:

Parties working on fortifications all day. No movements noticed.

A. C. JOEDAN.

Plank Egad Signal Station,
Sc2)tember 12^ 18f4—6.30 ]). m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The enemy are building a new line of works north-northwest from

station running from edge of woods toward their front line. No move-
ment observed.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 247. ) September 12^ 1864.*******

6. The extension of the City Point and Petersburg Eailroad having
been completed, depots of suiiplies along the line of the road will be
established as follows: One where the railroad crosses the plank road,

to be known as Hancock’s Station; one near the Aiken house, to be
known as Parke’s Station, and one near the Weldon railroad, to be
known as Warren’s Station. The supplies for the Second Corps, and for

the present for the Second Division, Cavalry Corps, will be drawn
from Hancock’s Station; the supplies for the Ninth Corps, from Parke’s
Station, and the supplies for the Fifth Corjis from Warren’s Station.

The wagons of the Second, Fifth, and Ninth Corps, usually appropriated
to the trail sjiortation of subsistence stores, as Avell as any other wagons
not needed for the transportation of supplies from the depots to be
established, will be iiarkeil at such iioint east of the plank road as may
be selected by the chief quartermaster of this army. When wagons of
the Second Cavalry Division are not required for the trail s])ortation of
supplies they will be parked in the vicinity of Hancock’s Station. The
foregoing arrangements will go into clfect on Wednesday, the 14th
instant.*******

8. Brig. Gen. H. W. Benhain, commanding Engineer Brigade, will

proceed to make an inspection of the depot under his charg(‘., located
near the Navy-Yard, Washington, D. C., and having comideted the
same Avill return to City Point.*******

10. The redoubts of the line of intrenchments will be named after the
officers who hav^e fallen during the present campaign, and corps coni-

inanders are desired to send in, Avith as little delay as practicable, their

recoinmendations for the names of the redoubts along their lines,

according to the foregoing requirements.*******
13. Col. E. Schriver, inspector-general, assisted by the ofiicers of his

dejinrtinent, Avill at once proceed to make an inspection of the several

commands composing this army, Avith a view of asem taining AA'hether

the state of the service Avill not admit of the return to duty of officers
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and men now rei)orted as on special, extra, or daily duty, or on detached
service within this army, and in cases where, in the opinion of the in-

spector-general, the services of ofh(;ers and men now employed on
special and detached duty cnu be dispensed with in that capacity, he
will, in the name of the commanding general, order such officers and
men to duty with their respective commands. Corps and other in-

dependent commanders will afford the officers of the inspector’s de])art-

ment such facilities as they may recpiireto enable them thoroughly to

discharge the duty herein indicated, and a report will be made of the
number of officers and men returned to duty under this order.

By command of Major-Cteneral Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
tSepte^nher 12., 1861—9 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

There has been no change in the disposition of my troops or lines

since last report. Fatigue parties to the number of 1^,700 men are at

Avork this morning on the front and rear lines.

WmFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General,

Special Orders,
\
Hdqrs. First Hiv., Second Army Corps,

No. 508. j
September 12, 1861,*******

3. Lieut. Col. William Wilson, Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers,
is hereby relieved from the command of the Consolidated Brigade of
this division, a senior officer of that brigade having returned to duty
with his regiment.

* I. Lieut. Col. James E. McGee, Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, is

hereby assigned to the temporary command of the Consolidated Bri-

gadc.
* * *****

By order of Brigadier-General Miles : .

WM. II. HllIVEll,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 12, 1861.

Brig. Gen. II. de Trorriand,
Commandinfj First IWicfade:

General: The brigadier-general commanding directs me to inform
you that a party of fifteen or twenty men, armed Avith telescope rifies,

from the Fifth Army Cor] )S, have been ordered to report to you. He
directs that you ])lace them in and about Fort Hell, Avhere they can
liaA^e the best position to annoy the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. II. LOCKWOOD,

JAeutenaut and Aetimj Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
ISexHemher 12^ 1861.

Briji;’. Geii. II. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Fotomae:

General: I have the hmior to report no eliange observed or re'

ported in the enemy’s lines during the past twenty-four hours. Only
two or three shots exchanged by the artillery. The picket-tiring con-
stant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,

CcqAcmij Commandiny.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 12, 1864. (Received 0.30 a. in.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
A ssistont Adjiitan t- Goieral

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance occurred in

my front yesterday or during the night. The new railroad has been
completed to this point and a locomotive came up yesterday.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General, Commanding.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 35. ] September 12, 1864.

By authority from headquarters Army of the Potomac the following
reorganization of the corps is ordered and will be carried into eflect

iminediately

:

I. The Fourth Division, Filfh Army Corps, is discontinued.
II. The following regiments, belonging originally to the old First

Army Cor])s, and now serving with the First and Second Divisions, are,

transferred to the Third Division ; Fifty-sixth, One hundred and twenty-
tirst. One hundred and forty-second. One hundred and forty-third, One
hundred and foi ty-ninth, and One hundred and tiftieth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, and Seventy-sixth, Niuety-tifth, and One hundred and forty-

seventh New York Volunteers.
III. Tlie One hundred and ninetieth and One hundred and ninety-first

Regiments Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers are transferred to the
Second Division.

IV. The prospect of tilling u]i the corps renders it desirable to retain

the organization of three brigades to a division, and each division com-
mander will arrange his brigades as he may think best.

V. The details for provost guards, ambulance corps, quartermaster
and commissary departments, &c., will at once be made to conform to

the new organization, and all detached officers and men who may be
rendered supernumerary by these changes will at once rejoin their com-
mands, and where such officers and enlisted men have been detached
in oi chus from these headcpiarters, a re])Oi t will b(‘ made to that etiect,

giving the names of the ollicers and men detached, in order that they
may be i)roperly relieved in orders. The reductions in transportation
iind ambulances will be carried into etfect under the direction of the
acting chief quartermaster and chief and)ulance ofticer,
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VI. Division commanders are requested to seud in as speedily as pos-

sible a report showing’ the organization and designation of their bri-

gades.
By command of Major-General Warren :

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 12, 1864—9.30 a. m.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

1 have the honor to report quiet on my front during the last twenty-
four hours.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 12, 1864.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry Army of the Potomac:

I send you a copy of a statement* of deserters from the Tenth Vir-

ginia Cavalry. The major-general commanding thinks that a strong
scouting force thrown out rapidly might capture and effectually dis-

perse for a time the scouting i)arties of the enemy infesting the parts
of the country indicated in the statement.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
September 12, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the lines of the
Second Division since last report. During the night a few shots were
fired by the enemy on the pickets in front of the Gurley house. This
occurs every night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, September 12, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

1 have received the following dispatch from Deep Bottom:

liebelH say on this line that they attacked us at Reams’ Station last night and were
hadly whipped.

Have you any information of itf Please answer.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Commanding.

” See Bahcock to Humphreys, Sex)temher II, p. 785.
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City Point, September 12, 1864.
Major-General Butler :

The lieutenant-general commanding desires me to say that we have
no troops at Reams’ Station. Rex)orts from cori)s commanders this

morning are that all is quiet.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel, &c.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 12, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Nothing of any importance on my line. The enemy are working on
four flying saps steadily. I presume they are for pickets, and probably
to gain the crest of the hill and drive my jiickets away. Will commence
this morning on a countermine at the Hare house, i)ushiug forward the
old work. The enemy are throwing up a work on their second line,

just in rear of the Crater. There is also new rebel battery on the foot

of Cemetery Hill. The work is well covered by woods. It opened at

7.45 this morning. Large quantities of timber are being hauled from
Petersburg toward Weldon road.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Alajor- General.

Hdqrs. Signal Detachment, Tenth Army Corps,
September 12, 1864.

Captain Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Hdqrs. Tenth Army Corps,

Before Petersburg^ Va.

:

Captain : Signal officer at Avery -house reports the enemy throwing
up a work on their second line and just in rear of the Crater. The
work will be about large enough for two guns. Signal officer at

Friend’s house reports a new rebel battery on the foot of Cemetery
Hill. The work is well covered by woods. It opened at 7.45 this a.

m. and fired five or six shots. Large quantities of timber are being
hauled from Petersburg toward W eldon road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PAUL BRODIE,

First Lieutena^it, Chief Signal Officer, Tenth Corps.

Broadway Landing, Va., September 12, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel White,
First Connecticut Artillery, Comdg. Siege Batteries,

Tenth Corps, Headquarters Tenth Corps:

Company K will be at Captain Burton’s battery about 2 p. m. to-

morrow to relieve Company I). Please do the same that you did to-day
for Captain Pride for this company.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.
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Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Fetershurg, F«., September 12

j
1864,

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: There is nothing of importance to report this morning.
Three 20-ponnder Parrotts were withdrawn from the battery on the

right, the Ai)x>t>iP‘Tttox, and replaced by three 30-poiinder Parrotts.

Thirty-three rounds were hred at the enemy, twenty-five of which were
Coehorn mortar shells at the enemy^s workmen in front of the Crater.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
ll. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
No. 117. ) Before Petersburg, Va., September 12, 1864.*##***#

II. Col. Joseph E. Hawley, Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, having
been ordered to Connecticut in charge of the enlisted men of the Sixth
and Seventh Connecticut Volunteers, whose term of enlistment has ex-

Xiired, Col. Josejih C. Abbott, Seventh New Hamxishire Volunteers,
will assume command of the Second Brigade of this division, turning
over the command of his regiment to the officer next in rank.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry

:

A. TEEEY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Hiv., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 12, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry, Assistant Adjutant- General:

Captain : I have the honor to report all (piiet this morning. A con-
tinual fire of musketry was kejit up by the enemy last night. No
further developments have been made as to the intentions of the enemy
in advancing trenches or saps before his obstructions. They are
steadily moving toward our line. The trenches are deep. The police

of the reserve camp and the trenches is good and is being improved.
The officer of the trenches rexiorts

:

All quiet on the line during the night. At 10 o’clock we received orders from the
division commander of the day to cease firing on the x^icket-line and not resume it

unless the enemy advanced.

No casualties have occurred in the past twenty-four hours.
Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. VOEIS,
Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 12, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division

:

General: The accomx)anying communication* is sent for your in-

formation. Brigadier-General Gregg directs me to say that it is much

See Babcock to Humphreys, Sex)tember 11, i). 785.
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desired that, if practicable, tlie nests of guerrillas in front of your line

should be disiiersed. This might possibly be accomplished by sending
out a strong scouting party at night, well to the front of your line,

toward Dispntanta ajid below, and thence around to Prince George
Gonrt-Honse. If yon think there is any iirospect of capturing any
])arties by such a movement it should be made. If yon require any
additional troops they will be furnished from the Second Division. An
effort will be made to-night by the Second Division to eutrax) dismounted
rebels who lurk about its line. A party will be sent to Lee’s Mill.

Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIP,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Va., 8epteml)er 13, 1861—10.30 a. m.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War, Washington:

My dispatch to you on the subject of enforcing the draft was sug-

gested by reading Secretary Seward’s Auburn speech, where he inti-

mates that volunteers were coming in so rapidly that there would be no
necessity for a draft, and your dispatch stating that volunteers were
coming in at the rate of 5,000 x)er day. We ought to have the whole
number of men called for by the President in the shortest possible time.

A draft is soon over, and ceases to hurt after it is made. The agony
of suspense is worse ux)on the public than the measure itself. Promx)t
action in filling our armies will have more effect upon the enemy than
a victory over them. They jirofess to believe, and make their men be-

lieve, there is such a party North in favor of recognizing Southern in-

dependence that the draft cannot be enforced. Let them be unde-
ceived. Deserters come into onr lines daily, who tell us that the men
are nearly universally tired of war, and that desertions would be much
more frequent but they believe peace -Avill be negotiated after the fall

elections. The enforcement of the draft and j^rompt filling uj) of our
armies will save the shedding of blood to an immense degree.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., September 13, 1864—10.30 a. m.
(Received 12.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. 11. W. Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

:

General Cutler has been relieved from duty with the Army of the
Potomac by the consolidation of his division with other divisions of
his corx)s, and ordered to rei)ort by letter to the Adjutant-General for

orders. I would like to have the general ordered to visit the different

reiamiting rendezvous in the Eastern and Middle States for the purpose
of pushing forward recruits, convalesceiits, and all others whose duties
are at the front.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 92. ] City Foint^ Ya.^ September 13, 1864.

II. Brig’. Geu. L. Cutler is hereby relieved from duty with the Army
of the Potomac, in consequence of the consolidation of his division with
another division. He will proceed to Washington, I). C., and there re-

port in person to the Ad jutant-General of the Army for orders.

Lieuts. William M. Eansom and Thomas W. Miller, personal aides, .

have permission to accompany him.#***#*#
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

W. L. DUFF,
Lieut. Col., Asst. Insp. Gen. and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

City Point, September 13, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

Major Wentz says that before laying the railroad he tried to see

the chief engineer, but was told that he was sick. He then stated

to the officer of whom he inquired the object of his call. He was re-

plied to, that the work of locating the road had been given to another
engineer. He made two efforts to get to see this latter; but failing he
commenced his work, supposing the engineer would come along if it was
not laid to suit. He now proposes to sink the road five feet where it is

in view of the rebel batteries, throwing all the earth toward the enemy.
This will give an embankment of eleven feet and cut of five. I have
directed him to go on with the work.

U. S. GBANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 13, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have nothing of consequence to report this morning. Your dis-

patch in reference to Major Wentz has been referred to Major Michler,
acting chief engineer, who replies that no one about these headquar-
ters can be found who ever knew of any visit of Major Wentz; that
Major Duane, though unwell, was never so sick that lie could not see
any one on business, and, although it is not intended to impugn Major
Wentz’s statement, yet there is no doubt that had proper effort been
made by him to see either Major Duane or myself, or had a written or
telegra])hic communication been made to us, the very serious mistake
which has been made in the location of the road couldhave been avoided,
as the only condition I had to make was that the road slioidd be laid

out of sight and beyond the range of the enemy’s batteries. Tlie ])lan

proposed and directed to be executed by you of sinking the road, can
be tried, but I fear the noise of the locomotive and cars and the knowl-
edge the enemy now have of the location of the road will ])revent its

undisturbed use, though I do not know any interruption is to be antici-

pated.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

)Se])temher 13
j
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of iStaff:

General: Two deserters from the Seventh N'orth Carolina, Lane’s
•brigade, of Wilcox’s division, came into the lines of the Fifth Army
Corps yesterday

5
and two from the Sixteenth Virginia, of Weisiger’s

brigade, Mahone’s division, came into the lines of General Mott’s divis-

ion, Second Army Corps, this morning about daylight. They are all

from A. P. Hill’s corps, and bring no late information. They all agree
to the fact that about a week ago the different brigades of Mahone’s
and Wilcox’s divisions moved to the right, each about the distance
occupied by two brigades; did not know what this movement was for.

Lane’s brigade occupies the extreme right of the line. Two negroes
that left Petersburg last Saturday night state that a brigade of infantry

and some cavalry moved out on the South Side Eailroad about three
weeks ago to a station called

,
ten miles from Petersburg.

Note.—From the best of our judgment they mean Sutherland’s
Station. They also state that no troops have been moved back or

forth over the Appomattox River for the last two weeks.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 13, 1864.

Major Fisher:
All quiet this a. m. At 8.30 a train of twenty wagons passed open

space to our left of Fort Clifton, going toward enemy’s left.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 13, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The enemy’s camp in woods directly in front of this station has dis-

appeared, with the exception of two or three tents, and fewer tents

appear in the intrenchments from the Gregory Cliimneys to the lead-

works. The force behind intrenchments from the lead-works to the
fort west of the Weldon railroad is apparently unchanged. Enemy
continues active on works at many points. They are constructing a
work for a battery upon their rear line and on Cemetery Hill.

II. W, FULTON,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 13, 1864—9 a. m.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

No change in my lines since last report, except those going on under
charge of the engineer department from headquarters.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.
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Circular.] Headquarters Second Arma^ Corps,
September 13, 1864.

Comuiauders ai e requested to give tlie circular of the 11th instant,

in relation to captured colors, as wide a circulation as jiossible, em-
bracing in their reports those regiments which may have gone out of

service. It vshould be particularly stated in each case whether the
colors have been turned in. Soldiers who have captured colors and
have failed to turn them in, as required by existing orders, will lose the
reward to be given to those who have turned in colors. Care should
be taken to fix the proper credit in all cases, so that the corps may get
its due honor, individuals their proper reward, and no questions be
asked hereafter as to the justice of the award.
By command of Major-General Hancock:

WM. P. WILSON,
• Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 13, 1864.

Lieut. Col. J. E. McGee,
Commanding Consolidated Brigade

:

Colonel: The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have
your brigade in readiness to move out in support of the line this even-
ing. They will march to the same position which they occupied on Sat-

urday last. Tents need not be struck and unarmed men will not be
taken along. The brigade will be formed and in readiness to move at
dusk, when a staff officer from these headquarters will be present and
conduct them to the place indicated. They will return at sunrise unless
otherwise ordered.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. E. DEIYEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 13, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General: I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front
during yesterday and last night. Very sharp picket-firing was heard
nearly all night in front of the troops to the right of our line. Eight
hundred men were at work yesterday upon the fortifications and 400
men upon the new wagon road.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General, Commanding.

General Williams:

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 13, 1864.

1 have the honor to
twenty-four hours.

report all quiet on my front during the last

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- Geyieral.
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General Orders, ) Headquarters jSTtnth Army Corps,
No. 39. ] Near BlicWs Station.Va.j September 13, 1864.

The following changes in the designations of the divisions of the
corps are hereby announced: The Third Division, Brig. Gen. O. B.
Willcox commanding, will be known as the First Division; the Fourth
Division, Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero commanding, will be known as
the Third Division.

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:
JNO. 0. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
No. 172. ] Near Bliclc’s Station.^Ya.^ September 13^1864.

1. By virtue of authority from headquarters Army of the Potomac?
leave of absence for fifteen days is hereby granted Brig. Gen. O. B.
Willcox, commanding Third Division, Ninth Army Corps, with permis-
sion to apply for an extension of five days if exigencies of the service
will justify such application.*******
By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:

JNO. C. YOHNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Near Weldon Eailroad, Va., September 13, 1864.

Capt. John C. Youngman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Captain : The following is the list of officers in this division deemed
worthy of being recommended for a brevet for conspicuous services as
called for by the order of the 11th instant

:

Capt. Gilbert H. McKibbin, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Yolun-
teers—for conspicuous bravery at all times during the battle of the
Wilderness, and particularly in determining the enemy’s position by a
personal reconnaissance May G, 18G4; for conspicuous bravery at the
battle of Spotsylvania, May 12, 1864; also at Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864,
and Petersburg, June 18, 1864.

Col. John I. Curtin, Forty-fifth Kegiment Pennsylvania Yolunteers

—

for conspicuous services at the battle of Spotsylvania, May 12, 1864;
Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864; Petersburg, June 17 and 18, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Henry Pleasants, Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Yeteran
Yolunteers—for the successful management of the mine which was
sprung on the 30th of July in front of the Ninth Army Corps.

Capt. Theodore Gregg, Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Yeteran Yolun-
teers—for his gallantry and good efforts in rallying the men to defend
the crater formed by the explosion of the mine on the 30th of July,

and his courage and daring in three personal encounters with rebel

officers, each time killing his antagonist.
Capt. James B. Smith, Tliirty-sixth Massachusetts Yolunteers, in

the charge of the First Brigade on the rebel works on the morning of

17th of June, when he was in command of his regiment; but for his

bravery and good judgment on that occasion the charge would not have
been successful.

Lieut. Col. William F. Draper, commanding Thirty-sixth Massachu-
setts Yolunteers, in the battle of the Wilderness, was remarkably brave.
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aucl after being severely wounded still remained and fought with his

regiment until faint from the loss of blood and obliged to be taken
from the held.

Capt. Peleg E. Peckham, of the Seventh Rhode Island Volunteers,
acting assistant adjutant-general of First Brigade, Second Division,

NTinth Army Corps—for his repeated acts of gallantry and bravery
displayed on every held and in all the engagements in which he has
I)articipated, especially that of the 18th of May, at Spotsylvania Court-
House, where his regiment owes much to him for its credit on that
occasion

5
and also on the 30th of July in rallying a portion of his

brigade and conducting them in their successive charges.
Capt. Henry R. Mighels, assistant adjutant-general—for his great

efforts in getting the men forward in the charge of the 18th of June,
in which he was severely wounded.

Capt. E. T. Raymond, Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers—for

good service rendered on all occasions, always showing coolness and
courage and i^utting forth unequaled efforts in every engagement to

the success of the troops which might be under his direction, and for

escaping from the enemy August 19, 1864, when he accidentally rode
into their lines in obedience to orders.

I would also make mention of Lieut. Col. Percy Daniels, Seventh
Rhode Island Volunteers, who has taken a very active part all through
the campaign, and conducted himself nobly in all the engagements.
On that of the 30th his regiment was not engaged at all, but he volun-
tarily went to the front and the fields in face of the enemy^s fire and
into the crater several times during the day, encouraging both men
and officers to their duty.

First Lieut. Charles E. Frost, Company E, Eleventh New Ham]ishire
Volunteers, on the morning of the 17th of June, 1864, in the charge
near the Sliands house, in advance of his regiment, with a few men
demanded the surrender of a party of the [enemy], outnumbering him
five to one, lying in a rifle-pit, and captured about 15. He also par-

ticipated in bringing away a gun and six battery horses attached to

the caisson.

First Lieut. George Hicks, Comjiany E, Seventeenth Vermont Vol-
unteers, on the morning of the 17th of June, 1864, in the charge near
the Shands house, distinguished himself by capturing a battle-flag of

the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment.
Second Lieut. John E. Cram, Company B, Eleventh New Hampshire

Volunteers, in the battle of Spotsylvania Court-House, distinguished
himself by seizing and securing the colors of his own regiment under
a heavy fire, after both color-bearers had been severely wounded and
disabled, and was himself severely wounded while carrying them to

the rear. He has not yet recovered.
I am, caj)tain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. B. POTTER,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., Otii Army Corps,
No. 49. ( Ailienh JToufiey Fu., September :13j 1864.

The commanding general, having received a short leave of absence,
hcrel)y turns over the command of this division to Brig. Gen. John F.

J 1 ai tranft, temporarily.
By command of Brigadier-General Willcox:

[WM. V. RICHARDS,]
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General'.
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Headquarters Second Division, Oavalra" Corps,
tSe])temher 13, 1861—10 a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the line of the Sec-
ond Division since last report. Last night strong scouting parties were
sent to Lee’s Alill and toward Wood’s Shop. No enemy discovered at
the former xilace. Beyond Wood’s Shop and toward Beams’ Station
lires were seen which indicated the camp of a regiment of cavalry. T
had dismounted men concealed well in front of my line; but none of

the enemy approached, as on previous nights. General Kantz was
instructed to send out a strong scouting party toward Dispntanta and
Union, and tlience around to Prince George. No report received of the
operations of this party. General Kantz’s line is much annoyed by dis-

mounted guerrillas at night. These men lurk in the thickets for the
purpose of stealing horses. Night before last a small reserve near
Davenport Church was surprised by a dismounted party of the enemy;
six horses were stolen and one man killed. Increased precautions are

being taken on that portion of General Kautz’s line to prevent surprises

and to destroy these small parties of the enemy.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McM. GBEGG,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Second Division,

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 13, 1864.

Col. G. A. Kensel,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The signal officer at Spring Hill reports as follows

:

September 13—8.30 p. m.
Captain Clum:
A train of five cars, loaded with troops, just passed the .Junction, going toward

Petersburg.
SIMONS,

Lientenani, Signal Officer.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. B. CLUM,

Cajdain and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September 13, 1864.

Col. IT. L. Aerot,
Commanding Siege Drain:

Company D left the point of woods near Captain Burton’s battery at

0 o’clock this p. m. Captain Ager, with Company K, Avas detained by
the breaking down of a wagon, and did not reach here until 4 o’clock.

His command are safely i)laced in their batteries, with full instruc-

tions as to range. No ordmince telegram received to-day.

NELSON L. AYHITE,
Lieutenant-Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.
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Headc^uarters Tenth Army Corps,
^eptemher 13j 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams :

N’otldiig of importance on my line during past twenty-four hours.

D. B. BIKXEY,
Major- General.

Special Orders,
\
Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,

iSTo. 124.
)

Before Petersburg TA., September 13^ 1864.##****#
(). Col. J. B. Howell, Eiglity-fiftli Pennsylvania Volunteers, is relieved

from command of the Third Hivision, and Col. E. B. Pond, Sixty-second
Ohio Volunteers, is temiiorarily assigned to that command.
By command of Major-General Birney:

CHAS. H. GEAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Va., September 13^ 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the Artillery Brigade during the last twenty-four hours:
Eifty-nine Coehorn mortar shells were fired at the enemy’s working par-

ties at the Crater. Private Henry Fox, of Battery H, Third New York
Artillery, Avas severely wounded in the side. There is nothing further
Avorthy of note.

Very res])ectfully, your obedient seiwant,
E. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Asst. Tnspector-Ge^ieral and Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
I

Before Petersburg, Ya., September 13, 1864.

Ibig. Gen. A. IT. Terry,
Commanding First Division:

General: The ins])ection reports show that the orders from these
head(|iiarters, as to returning to tlieir companies all men imj)roperly
em))loyed as liostlers, servants, guards, clerks, cooks, Ac., have not
been obeyed, appanmtly recei\dng no attention. Will you not report as
to this matter, and hold tln^ guilty ol1i(;ers to a strict accountabili ty I All
a])sentees should be traced, and in ])roper case applied for. Theinsj^ec-
tion reports of your division sIioav also many im])roi)er details and
em])loyment of enlisted men. A list Avill be famished you by the
assistant adjutant-general. The orders also call lor arming of all

detailed men, so that on a march or during a battle they can do service
j

also that they turn out ])ro])erly efjuip])ed at all inspections; and trusts
that the next inspection rei)ort Avill show that the large list of absen-
tees has been diminished by active and constant a])plication and the
number of effective men increased. Should regimental commanders
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wish men who have been detailed for a long time from their regiments
returned, and others less able for field seiwice substituted, their appli-

cation will receive favorable attention.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. B. BIKNEY,
Majo7'- Oeneralj Comman cling.

(Same to Brigadier-fTeneral Foster.)

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
No. 118. ) Before Petersburg

^
Vci., September 13, 1864.

^ ***** *

VII. Col. F. B. Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, having been
assigned to the command of the Third Division of this corps by Special

Orders, No. 124, paragraph G, headquarters Tenth Army Corps, Col. A.
C. Voris, Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, will assume command of the
First Brigade of this division, turning over the command of his regi-

ment to the officer next in raidv.*******
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:

A. TEREY,
Captccin and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ctrcttlar.] Hdqrs. First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 13, 1864—-9.15 p. m.

1 am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to request that
you will take immediate measures to put an end to the firing on the
lines so far as it is j)ractieable. It is reported that the corps officer of

the day gave orders to open fire whenever the enemy fired upon our
lines. By so doing that officer transcended his authority, and you will

^ immediately notify the officers of your command that they receive no
orders to open fire except through the proper ehannels, and obey none
emanating from such a source.

By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 13, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistan t Adjutan t- General

:

Captain: I have the honor to report everything quiet this morning
exce])t a desultory fire of musketry from the enemy, which has kept
up all the past niglit. The reserves of this command remain in the
same position, as also do the lines of battle. The officer of the trenches
reports there has been no casualties upon the line during the last night.

The enemy have made no observable movements or clmiiiges. Private
Henry Hemmell, Company B, Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, was
seriously wounded in the hand yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANCIS B. POND,

Colonel Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade.
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Hdqrs. Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Fetershurg, Va.j September 13j 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have tlie honor to report that no changes have taken
place in the disposition of the trooi^s on iny front during the ])ast

twenty-four hours. Fatigue parties, comprising all available men of

the division, are employed on the inclosed work on my right, and on the

second line on the front of the Second and Third Brigades. The entire

line of trenches are in good condition as regards policing.
' Very respectfully,

R. S. FOSTER,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District of North Carolina,
No. 139. J New Berne, N. C., September 13, 1861.

1. As soon as the Ninth Vermont Volunteers is ready to go the com-
mand will embark without further orders and proceed to Virginia, as

previously ordered.*******
By command of Brig. Gen. Edward Harland:

J. A. JUDSON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Chief of Artillery, 18th Army Corps,
September 13, 1864.

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps:

Sir : I respectfully request that I may be relieved from duty as chief

of artillery Eighteenth Corps, and ordered to join my regiment. My
l)osition is so indistinctly defined that it is impossible for me to perform
the duties pertaining to that position with Justice to myself or satisfac-

tion to the corps commander. P'or the information of the corps com-
mander, I have the honor to re^iort that, in addition to the light bat-

teries of the corps, there are in position on the front occupied by the
coiqis some forty-one guns and mortars, manned by companies ofthe First

Connecticut Artillery and a comiiany of the Thirteenth New York Artil-

lery. On the arrival of the corps at this place the officers in charge of those
batteries failed to rejiort to me or in any way recognize me. On inquiry,

it was found that up to the time of the arrival of the Eighteenth Corps
the batteries in jiosition (heavy batteries) had been considered as inde-

Iiendent of the corps commander, and subject to the exclusive jurisdic-

tion of Col. H. L. Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, the corps com-
mander having a kind of delegated authority to direct the batteries to

open fire in case of necessity. In order that these battery commanders
might* understand their true position Siiecial Orders, No. 123, head-
quarters Eighteenth Army (kirps, Se])tember 2, was issued. I under-
sfand that Colonel Abbot has protested to de])artment headquarters
against this ord(‘r as depriving him of certain rights and j)rivileges

naturally belonging to him. At all events, an order has just been
received from department headipiarters (Special Orders, No. 249, Sep-
tember 10) which revokes the order from corps headquarters so far as
relates to Colonel Abbot’s command, and virtually removes the batteries
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above referred to from the jurisdiction of the corps commander. As chief
of artillery of the corps I am held responsible by the corps com-
mander for the condition and efficiency of all the artillery pertaining
to the corps, which must include, of course, those batteries in position
on the front occupied by the corps, Avhile at the same time those bat-
teries are declared independent of the corps and officers of the corps.
Colonel Abbot very kindly allows a major of his regiment to remain
at these headquarters, to whom written instructions have been given
(see A). In these instructions I am permitted to give certain orders,

but the field officer is distinctly informed that my authority over him
and his command is limited. As my limited authority is conceded as
a favor, not recognized as a right, I shall positively decline giving any
instructions until the question of jurisdiction is settled. In view of
the position in which I am placed, I respectfully request that I may be
relieved from my present duty and ordered to my regiment.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. PIPEE,

Colonel Tenth New Yorh Artillery^ Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Septemher 13^ 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistaiit Adjutant- General, Second Cavalry Division:

Captain : Your communication relative to breaking uj) the guerrilla -

parties of the enemy was received last*evening, and I have been inves-

tigating the best means of opposing them. Colonel West, who has had
a great deal of experience in this kind of warfare on the Peninsula,
says there is but one way, and that is to oppose dismounted parties

against them. The enemy has no established camp that can be sur-

prised or broken up. They scatter through the country, visiting farm-
houses for subsistence, and meeting at stated periods for an expedition,
never going in a large force and always dispersing when attacked. I

have been disposing ambuscades in front of the picket-line, but as yet
only with partial success. The line is so extended that the men are on
post every other night, giving me no extra force to dispose of to any
great extent. Scouting the country would have no other result than to

familiarize the officers and men with the country and enable them to

operate in the night by ambuscades, &c. The places to ambuscade and
watch for the enemy are the various crossings of the Blackwater and
its branches. Black Hole Swamp I understand to be the same as

Jones^ Hole Swamp on rhe map. Mrs. Temple’s I understand to be
just beyond the crossing of Warwick Swamp, on the road from Baxter’s
Mill to the plank road. By ambuscading the crossings of the branches
of the Blackwater beyond the picket-line by i)arties of twenty or thirty

dismounted men I think will be the best course to pursue. Another
plan would be to take the entire picket force and move out on all the
various roads on a fixed day, reconnoitering and patrolling all the roads
at one time; it might result in the capture of a portion and disconcert-

ing the majority. I do not think, however, that these scouts have any
camp this side of the plank road. I shall continue the use of dis-

mounted men for the present as the only practical means of anticipat-

ing the enemy with my present force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.
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City Point, Va., September 14^ 1S64.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Washington :

I will leave here to-morrow morning for the Shenandoah Valley to

see Sheridan. Will not pass through Washington either going or

coming unless it is the wish of the President or Secretary of War I

should do so. Everything is very quiet here, and all indications are

that it will remain so until 1 take the offensive.

U. S. GPvANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Washington, September 14., 1864—10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

If anything should require your presence here notic^e will be given.

At present there is no reason to chanae your plans.

E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14, 1864—10.30 a. m. (Received 10.45 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Reports from corps commanders indicate nothing extraordinary to

report this morning. Major-General Birney states that the recent ad-

vance of Hancock’s picket-line has drawn on his line incessant picket-

firing, increasing his casualties, and that he has taken measures to

stop it. There is at present sharj) cannonading going on in Birney’s

front, which I i)resume to be the measure he indicated he would take.

A special report of the cause has been called for.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, September 14, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

What is the heavy firing now heard about*?

U. S. GRANT,
lAeutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14^ 1864—11.10 a. m. (Received 11.15 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

In reply to your telegram, just received, I send you a dispatch*
from Birney, received simultaneously, which confirms the view 1 took
in my last dispatch. Major-General Birney has been directed to make
a special report *so soon as his present experiment is over as to tlie

result, and hereafter not to open his batteries under similar cinmni-
stances without first referring to these headquarters, as I am somewhat
doubtful of the efficac^y of his jdan of stopping pic^ket-liring, and the
expenditure of ammunition is becoming a question of some im])ortanc(\

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Sec Birney to lluniplireys, received II a. m., p. 829.
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City Point, September 14, 1864—3 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
I shall leave here to-morrow morning for General Sheridan’s head-

quarters. Will he gone live days. General Butler also leaves to-day
to be absent a fcAv days. Yon will, therefore, assume command of all

the forces operating in this field if you find it necessary.
^ U. S. GKANT,

Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September 14, 1864.
Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade :

General Butler reports that the enemy in his front shoAV but little

more within their intrenchments than our picket-line. May it not be
the enemy are massing everything on their right for an attack? I

think it would be well to push reconnaissances, both west and south
from our extreme left, to ascertain if any movements are in contemxfia-
tion. If you have occasion to telegraph me after I start in the morning,
dispatches directed to Haiqier’s Ferry will reach, me. I shall have a
cipher operator along.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14, 1864—8.45 p. m. (Eeceived 9 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Your dispatch in relation to the thinning of the enemy’s line in front

of General Butler has been received. The signal officers have reported
something of the same kind on my front in the vicinity of the iilank

road, also the movements of small bodies of the enemy near the lead-

works. I will direct Warren to send a reconnaissance out in the
morning in a westerly direction, sending with him two regiments of
cavalry. Our cavalry is out so far to the south that any advance meets
the enemy at once, and they have their cavalry so strongly posted that
a mere reconnaissance can not force them back; besides our cavalry is

so far in this direction that we ought to have ample warning if our
pickets are vigilant. I do not think the enemy will be likely to attack
onr immediate left or the rear of it, but may, perhaps, endeaA^or to

threaten still farther round in the direction of Prince George Court-
House, so as to try and draw us away from our intrenched lines. This
would be running great risk on their part unless they have a very large
force. I will be vigilant and keep a sharp lookout.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, September 14, 1864.

General Meade:
Telegraph me at Fort Monroe the result of Warren’s reconnaissance

,

to-morrow if known by 3 i). m.; if not known until a later hour tele-

graph to Baltimore. '

U. S. GPvAET,
Lieutenant- General.
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Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City PoinC U(%., September 14^ 1864,

Brig-. Gen. M. R. Patrick,
Provost-Marshal- Genera

Armies operating against Richmond^ City Point, Va.:

General: Please give the necessary directions to your assistants to

hereafter send all new troops arriving at this iioint to Bermuda Hun-
dred, Ya., with instructions to report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler for

orders.

* * * # # * ^

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant

:

AV. L. DUFF,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Asst. Insp. Gen., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 14, 1864—9 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Enemy’s force in intrenchments weakened during the night from

})oint of woods in onr front as far to our right as can be seen from this

point; lines unchanged on our left. At 8.40 200 infantry came from
woods west of the fort beyond the Weldon railroad and moved south-
ward.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 14, 1864—-9.30 a. m,

jVIajor Fisher, Chief Signal Officer:

The following was intercepted:

Colonel B[rent] :

Six six-horse wagons passed open space on Rerrnnda Hundred road. Six pieces of
artillery drilling in open space. One gun-boat above pontoon.

R.,

At C.
(Same to A. B.)

H. W, HOLMAN,
Sergea^it.

Walthall’s Signal Station,
September 14, 1864—11 a. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Officer:

The following was intercepted; the first part of message was lost:

passed open space near Battery 5, going toward front.

J. A. S.,

At C.

C. C. Crow,
AtB.:

You will report for duty without delay.

52 R R—VOL XLII, PT II

12..30.

B. F.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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ilDQRS. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Scpteinher 14^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
. Chief of Staff

:

General: The following dispatch from tlie plank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

A columu of infautry, numboriug about 3,000, formed from the camps behind works
in vicinity of large fort west of Weldon railroad ami moved westward on the road
leading from the south side of the large fort, Squirrel Level road. TAveuty minutes
later a body of 800 infantry disappeared on same road. Column passed between
11 a. m. and 30 a. m.

(Means, no doubt, betw een 11 a. m. and 11.30 a. in.)

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Plank Boah Signal Station,
September 14^ 1864—1 p. m.

Captain Taylor,
Signal Officer:

A column of infantry numbering about 2,000 came from woods in rear
of railroad and a little to the left of tlie lead-works, moved to our left as
far as large fort, halted, and are now resting in line in rear of their line

of works.
NEEL,

Captain and Signal Officer.

Major Fisher,
Chief Sigfial Officer

:

The following was intercepted:

Walthall Signal Station,
September 14j 1864—1 p. m.

Ccdoncl B[rent]:

The enemy is making winter quarters at Point of Rocks.

(Same to A. B.)

J. A. S.,

At C.

5.30 p. M.
Colonel B[uent]:
Twelve wagons passed Cobb’s going toward enemy’s front in Chesterfield. One

large steamer just came uj) the river. Two gun-boats above pontoon.
J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 14

j
1864—2.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The infantry reported halted in line of wmrks in vicinity of large fort

west of Weldon railroad have returned to woods from whence they
came. A train of eight wagons moved to our left.

H. W. FULTON.
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
September 14^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch from the plank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

About 800 infantry at 3.30 p. in. moved from the large fort in vicinity of Weldon
railroad and disaiiiieared in woods moving tovrard our picket-line. All quiet.

The enemy’s signal officers report minor movements on our i)art in

the vicinity of the Apj^omattox. They report our force making winter
quarters at Point of Pocks.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P>. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 14^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The following dispatch just received from the plank road
station :

•

4.40 p. M.

A column of infantry and cavalry moved westward on road leading from large
fort, SquirrclLevel road. It appeared coming fromtlie left (our left) on line of Weldon
railroad

;
were twelve minutes in passing. Another column of infantry axqieared from

woods in vicinity of large fort and followed the lirst column; this was ten minutes
in passing. The dust prevents a correct estimate of their numbers. They com-
menced moving about 3.15 p. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. F. FISHED,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 14^ 1864—6.15 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

All quiet this p. m.; enemy still working on Fort Clifton. What
shall I do with this extra horse 1? I need it here, as but three of my
men are mounted. If I keep it, will you please give me an order on
Lieutenant Capron for forage f

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

September 14, 1804—6.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer

:

No movement of the enemy noticed to-day. Small details on new
works all day. A good many loads of poles moved into town from the
left this p. m., coming toward tlie front in about a line betAveen Petei's-

burg and this station. Have not been able to see roads west of city

since 12 this m. on account of smoke.
A. C. JOKDAN.
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Special Orders, ) avar Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 304. ) Washington^ September 14^ 1864.##*****

15. First Lieut. E. P. Strong, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby
relieved from duty at the Signal Camp of Instruction, Georgetown, D.
C., and will report in person without delay to the chief signal officer,

Army of the Potomac, for duty.
1(). Capt. G. S. Dana, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby relieved

from duty with the signal detachment. Army of the Potomac, and will

report in person without delay to the chief signal officer, headquarters
Army of the Ohio, in the held, for duty.

17. Sergt. Charles AVentworth, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, is hereby'
relieved from duty with the signal detachment. Department of Virginia

and North Carolina, and will report in xierson without delay to the

chief signal officer, headquarters Department of the Susquehanna,
for duty. The quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary
transportation.*###***
By order of the Secretary of AVar

:

E. 1). TOWISSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 14., 1864.

General AVilliams,
Assistant Adjutant- General: -

Tliere was no change in my lines during the twenty-four hoursending
9 a. m. to-day.

AVINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14^ 1864—10.40 a. m. (Received 10.45 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The commanding general desires to know the cause of the heavy
artillery bring now going on ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Major-General Birney.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 14., 1864—10.45 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
There has been no heavy artilley bring on my front this morning.

There appears to be some farther to the right than my line.

AVINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
/September 14^ 1864—11.15 a. m. (Received ll.SO a. m.)

Major-General Hancock, CommcmMng Second Corps:

General Birney reports tliat tbe lieavy artillery firing is an efibrt on
liis i)art to stop the incessant picket and artillery fire of the enemy by
concentrating a heavy artillery fire upon him for an hour.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of /Staff.

(Same to Major-Generals Warren and Parke.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSeptemher 14, 1864—6.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Information received from signal stations and elsewhere giving reason

to susj)ect some movement of the enemy, corps commanders are re-

quested to enjoin special vigilance on the part of their commands, and
to be prepared to move their troops or parts of them promptly upon
receiving orders to that effect, and to hold in view the possible con-

tingency of withdrawing all their force except the garrison and arma-
ments of the inclosed works. To that end the garrisons of those works
will be designated and i)osted. A reconnaissance Avill be made by
General Warren towaid the Boydton idank road early to-morrow
morning.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Major-Generals Warren, Parke, and Birney, and Brigadier-
General Davies, commanding cavalry.)

Headquarters* Army of the Potomac,
September 14, 1864.

Major-General Hancock, Commanding Second Corps:

General: Your communication of the 11th instant was received
yesterday and submitted to the commanding general, tvho has requested
me to express his acknowledgments for the suggestions contained
tlierein, and reply, in substance as follows (for convenience of state-

ment the numbered paragraphs of your letter Avill be taken in order)

:

1. It would be difficult to define the dividing line between the
responsibility of the coiqAS commander and of the chief of artillery of
the ariny respecting the artillery in the line of intrenchments. When
(piestions arise like that presented reference should be made to these
head(iuarters. In the present case the especial question is whether the
Reserve Artillery ammunition of the ])ieces in the redoubts should be
l)laced in the magazines oi* retained in the wagons. AYherever the
magazines are in good condition it should be ke])t in them, every
inecaution being taken to have it proi^erly aired and cared for.

2. An engineer officer has been sent to carry out your views in

leference to additional a\orks on the plank road, and to com])lete the
defenses in that (piarter.

3. In reference to erecting an advance Avork near tin* Gregory
Chimneys at the present time, as it Avonld entail material modifications
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of the line on the right and left, the commanding general, for that and
other considerations connected with the establishment of such a work,
is indisposed to direct its execution.

4. The abatis and wire entanglement along the large redan and on
its left is considered to be a very effective obstacle, and as serious an
impediment to the enemy as the frise. The engineer troops are very
much occupied, and until there is less pressure for their services, could
not be very well spared to make the change suggested.

5 and G. The opinion of the commanding general, of myself, and of

the acting chief engineer. Major Michler, was oi'iginally the same as

yours, that batteries ou the highest part of the Williams house hill

and one on the plank road, connected by as short a line as the ground
woidd admit, was the proper arrangement for that locality

j
but upon

an examination of the ground in detail, the chief engineer laid out the
batteries as they are now erected, and 1 think judiciously. They are

so arranged as to require but little supporting infantry, and can
nearly hold the ground by themselves. They were intended, however,
as temporary works, to be superseded by redoubts with high reliefs

—

one on the highest part of the Williams house hill, the other on the
plank road; the former is already in progress.

G and 7. Directions have been already given for numbering the bat-

teries and lettering the redoubts, and for affixing the same to those
works. In addition to the letters, the redoubts will be named.
Sketches exhibiting the works, with descriptive lists stating armament
and garrison, as you suggest, will be distributed to corps commanders.

I ought to mention that the chief engineer frequently represented
the desirableness of numbering the works, but they were not deemed
in proper condition for it until the second line was ready for occupation.

7. The engineer troops will close the gorge of Fort Alexander Hays,
as suggested.
The foregoing comprises, I think, the disposition made by the com-

manding general of the several subjects of your communication.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 14.^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- Generaf Army of the Fotomac:

General : In reply to your telegram of yesterday I have the honor
to forward the following list of names for the inclosed works on my
line : Fort Sedgwick—the fort now known as Fort Hell. FortAlexander
Hays—the fort at the Strong house. Fort McKeen—the fort now known
as Fort Crawford; that is the large square redoubt ou the plank road.

Fort Haskell—the fort on the Norfolk road, near the Spicer house.
Foi t Patrick Kelly—the redoubt near the Norfolk railroad, on the front

line, near the present front of General MotPs division. Fort Blaisdell

—

the one near the Chieves house.
I am, general, very respectfully,

WINF^D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.
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Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 14., 1864—8 a. m.

Brig. Geu. 11. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Potomac:

I have the honor to report no change observed or reported in the
enemy’s lines during the last twenty-four hours. Picket-firing constant.

It having been reported that the enemy’s sharpshooters posted in a
barn to our left were annoying, a few shots were directed on that ])oint

from Eicketts’ battery, with the effect of driving them out. Several
shots were also exchanged with the enemy’s batteries.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. M. EDGELL,
' Coptam, Commanding.

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general.
Second Corps.)

Special Orders.] Hdqrs. Arty. Brig., Second Army Corps,
(September 14^ 1864—11 p. m.

As a movement of the enemy is expected, the commanding officers of

batteries on the line will use the utmost vigilance and be prepared for

any emergency requiring the line to be held by the inclosed works
'only.

Special Orders.]

As a movement of the enemy is expected the batteries in reserve will

be ready to move at short notice, but will not hitch and harness until

further orders.

By command of Capt. F. M. Edgell

:

U. D. EDDY,-
Acting Assista^it Adjutant- Oeneral.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Third Div., Second Army Corps,
September 14^ 1864.

Lieut. J. H. Lockwood,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.., Third Division, Second Army Corps

:

Lieutenant: I would most respectfully call the attention of the
general commanding the division to the dangerous position of the last

ten posts on the right of iny picket- line. The sharpshooters in the two
forts bring the fire mostly in this direction, thus preventing our men
there from engaging the enemy in front successfully, rendering these
ten posts almost useless, and endangering the lives of our men, who,
on tliis part of the line, dare not raise a musket. I am informed that
this is partly owing to the practice that some of the sharpshooters
allow officers and men not pro])erIy belonging to the fort to fire their

l)ieces. I would respectfully ask that an order be issued to prevent
such occurrences.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. McALLISTEE,

Colonel Dlerenth New Jersey Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher 14, 1864.

Brig. Geu. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjn tant- Genera I

:

I have the honor to report that nothing nnnsnal or important tran-

spired in my front during yesterday or last night. Details numbering
900 men were at work yesterday on the defenses and roads at tliis point.

G. K. WARBEK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14^ 1864—9.15 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commandine) Fifth Corps

:

General Butler reports the enemy holding in his front with a line not
stronger than his pickets. The signal officers report the numbers of the
enemy in the intrenchments this side of the plank road much less than
usual. General Davies has been instructed to send two strong and
efficient regiments of cavaliy to report to you by daylight to-morrow
morning. The commanding general directs that you make a recon-
naissance early tounorrow morning toward the Boydton plank road to

ascertain if the enemy is making any movement around our left, using
a strong force of infantry to cover and support your cavalry.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14, 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
^Commanding Fifth Corps:

Tlie commanding general wishes to know the result of the reconnais-

sance to-morrow at the earliest time jiracticable.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 131. ) September 14, 1864.

Information has been received that the enemy is passing around to

our left. Division commanders and the commander of the Artillery

Brigade will hold their commands in readiness, prepared to move at 4

a. 111 . to-morrow.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 14, 1864—10 p. m.

Brig. Gen. S. W. CrA'wford,
Commanding Third Division :

General: The major-general commanding directs that you have
your entire division ready to move at 4 a. m. to-morrow. Brigadier-
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General Baxter’s brigade is detailed to make a reconnaissance to-mor-

row, and be will report with it at these headquarters at 4 o’clock to-

morrow morning.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adj^itant- General,

"orders.] Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
^e})tember 14^ 1864—10.20 ji. m.

Brigadier-General Bi agg and Colonel Hofniiinn will have their com-
mands in readiness to move at 4 a. m. to-morrow. The men will be
awakened witliont sound of bugle or drum at 2.30 a. m. and breakfast.

By command of Brigadier-General Crawford

:

GEO. MONTEITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
, September 14

j
1864—10.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General Baxter :

The general commanding directs that your men be awakened at 2 a.

m. to-morrow without sound of bugle or drum. Tents need not be
struck.

By command of Brigadier-General CraAvford

:

GEO. MONTEITH,
Assistan t Adjutant-Gm era 1.

Headquarters Third Diahsion,
September 14^ 1864—11.45 p. m.

General Bragg:
As your brigades are intended as a support to General Baxter’s bri-

gade, which goes on a reconnaissance to-morrow morning, the general
commanding says that you need not disturb your men as early as i)re-

viously indicated, but let them get all the sleep they can and be in

readiness to move soon after davlight.
GEO. MONTEITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Colonel Hofmann.)

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 14

,
1864.

General S. Williams,
A ssistant Adjutant-Genera I

:

I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last

twenty-four hours.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Majar- General.
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Headquarters- Ninth Army Corps,
September 14, 1864—10.15 p. m.

Alajor-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Dispatch of 9.30 received.* Shall I designate the garrisons and arma-
ment for the works in my Ifout or will they he designated by yon ?

JNO. G. PAKKP],
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14, 1864—10.30 p. m. (Keceived 11 p. m.)

Major-General Parke, Commanding Ninth Corps:

The commanding general wivshes to know what was the result of yonr
examination yesterday in reference to throwing forward yonr pickets,

and whether yon cannot throw forward the right of yonr picket-line

and get rid of the sharp bend to the rear of the picket-line of the Sec-

ond Corps.* Yonr dispatch about garrisons and armament received.

Please designate them until otherAvise directed.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Armv^ Corps,
September 14, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

Tlie right of my picket-line was thrown forward yesterday to con-

nect with the left of the Second Corps and preserves about the same
relative i)osition with the main line on my right as does the left of the
Second Corps line. The whole line can be still farther advanced and
get rid of tlie re entering angle, but being in the Avoods is somewhat
objectionable. I will direct a farther examination to be made in the
morning, and, if not otherwise ordered, will advance my right to con-

form with the Second Army Coi^s.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major-General.

Circular.] Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Near Blich's Station, Va., September 14, 1864.

PTereafter tbe troops occupying the trenches Avill be turned out at

4,30 a. ni. instead of 4 a. m., and Avill remain under arms until 5.30

a. m. instead of 5 a. m.
By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:

JNO. C. Y^OUNGMAN,
Assistant A djutan t- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Ninth Army Corps,
No. 71. )

September 14, 1864.

I. Col. N. B. McLaughlen, Fifty-seventh ^Massachusetts Volunteers,
having reported for duty at these headquarters, is hereby assigned to

the command of the Third Brigade, relieving Lieut. Col. J. H. Barnes,
TAveiity-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers.
By command of Brigadier-General Hartranft:

JNO. D. BERTOLETTE,
Assistayit Adjnt((nt- General.

*See HumiOireys to Haucock, p. 821.
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Headquarters Second Division, ]Ninth Army Corps,
Near Weldon Railroad^ TA., September 14^ 1864.

Capt. John C. Younoman,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Ninth Army Corps:

Captain : In compliance with instructions received I have the honor
to recommend the following names for works on my front: For the
redoubt occupied by Eleventh Massachusetts Battery, Bedoubt Pear-
son, in memory of Lieut. Col. Henry H. Pearson, Sixth NToav Hamp-
shire Volunteers, killed May 20 at North Anna Kiver. For the battery
occupied by Nineteenth New York Battery, Battery Howard, in mem-
ory of Lieut. Col. Henry Howard, Second Maryland Volunteers,
killed July 30, in the assault in front of Petersburg, Va.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
11. B. POTTER,

Brigadier- General, Gommanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
SexAemher 14, 1864—

3

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket-

line. Parties sent out from General Kautz’s line to ambush the enemy’s
scouting parties succeeded in killing 2 and wounding 1. Active scout-

ing against the guerrillas is kept up.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14, 1864—9 ])• w.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The major-general commanding directs that you send two strong and
efficient regiments of cavalry to report to Major-General Warren by
daylight to-morrow morning for immediate service.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
September 14, 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Division, Cavalry Corps:

I have the honor to report all quiet along the line picketed by this

brigade. Citizens report that scouting parties occasionally comedown
the iJank road within view of our pickets, then return. The eneniy
have no picket within one mile of our front on the i)lank road to-day.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. SMITH,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.



828 OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N, C. [Chap, LIV.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Septemher 14^ 1864.

Col. Charles H. Smith,
Comdg. Second Brigade^ Second Division^ CaTalry :

Colonel: The general commaiidiiig directs that you detail two
strong and etficient regiments from your command (in command of a
colonel or lieutenant-colonel) to leport to General Warren at day-
light to-morrow (15th instant). This command will take two days’
rations of subsistence and one day’s forage, and will leave here at 3
a. 111 .

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 14.^ 1864.

Brigade commanders and battery commanders will have their re-

spective couimands saddled, harnessed, and hitched up at daylight
to-morrow (the 15th instant). This order not to affect your previous
order.

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ordnance Office,
Fort Monroe Arsenal., Va.., September 14., 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery., Broadicay Landing, Ya. :

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th
instant with regard to 13-inch mortar fuses. In reply 1 would state

that the fuses referred to were recently received here from the North,
and that those of the same lot which I have examined since the receipt

of your letter appeared to be perfectly good. If you will return me
some of those Avhich were filled with sawdust or otherwise defective I

will have the matter fully investigated. In some cases I find the prim-
ing in the top of the fuse is separated from (he case, and if this should
hap])eu to fall out the fuse Avould not be likely to ignite; but by leav-

ing the paper cap on the fuse and cutting a small hole in it the priming
will be kept in its ])lace and there should be no difficulty with the
ignition of ' the fuse.

Respectfully, vour obedient servant,
T. EDSON,

Captain of Ordnance, Commanding.

Dutch Gap, Ya., September 14, 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery

:

Colonel : 1 have the honor to report that the enemy opened from a

new battery to day, making a few good shots at tlie canal. Fired at

them slowly with the three 8-inch mortars, the lO-pounder Parrott, the

10-inch sea-coast mortar, and the 100-pounder Parrott, causing them
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to cease tiring soon after dinner. The Hewlett house opened a new
battery, doing but little execution and making a great deal of noise.

Everything seems to be favorable so far. There were but 4 men
killed and 2 wounded to-day at the Gap (darkies).

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIERCE,

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 14^ 1864. (Received 9.30 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant A djutan t-0enera I

:

Nothing of special interest on my line. The picket-tiring, owing to

late movement of the Second Corps, has become incessant, and my casu-

alties were quite large. I will try and stop it to-day.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 14, 1864. (Received 11 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

The tiring on my part is an effort by concentration for an hour to

stop the incessant picket and artillery tire that the enemy have kept
up during yesterday and last night.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Alajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemlyer 14, 1864—11.10 a. m. (Received 11.15 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

Tlie commanding general wishes you to make a special report of the
result of your eft'ort to stop the enemy’s tire, and requests that in future
before opening such a heavy artillery tire you will report the matter to

these headquarters.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 14, 1864. (Received 1.40 [12.40] p. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

1 have the honor to report that the concentration of the tire of my
batteries for an hour on the enemy has completely silenced their bat-

teries and also the incessant musketry kept up on my line. Several of
my heavy batteries opened on the town. Hereafter will report, as you
direct, the opening of artillery.

I). B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 14^ 1864—12.45 p. m. (Eeceived 1 p. m.)

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Te^itli Corps:

Tlie concluding paragrapli of your dispatch, just received, stating
result of your artillery fire, leads me to think that the language of my
previous dispatch was not sufficiently explicit. The intention ofthe com-
manding general was that before opening such heavy fire, under the
circumstances stated, his sanction should be obtained.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
'Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg

,

Fu., September 14., 1864.

Lieut. Col. R. H. Jackson,
Chief of Artillery

j
Tenth Army Corps

:

Colonel; The major-general commanding directs that from 10 to 11
o’clock this morning every gun and mortar bearing on the enemy will

be 0]>ened. Those that can reach tlie town will concentrate on- the
middle steeple. The firing will be with precision and deliberation, each
battery concentrating its fire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. H. GRAVES,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg., Fro, September 14, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves’,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : There is nothing of importance to report this morning.
Ninety-eight rounds were fired at the enemy’s working parties and at

the battery which fired at the locomotive. Private William H. Shaver,
of Company H, Third New York Artillery, was severely wounded in the
head.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Asst. Tnspeetor- General and Chief of Artillery.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs, Second Hiv., Tenth Army Corps,
No. 03. )

Near Petersburg, Va., September 14, 1864.

I. Col. William B. Barton, Forty-eighth New York Volunteers, com-
manding Second Brigade, Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, having
been detached on other duties, is hereby relieved from command of the
Second Brigade.

II. Col. G. Pennypacker, Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers,

will assume command of the Second Brigade, Second Division, Tenth
Army Corps, during the temporary absence of Col. William B. Barton.

By order of Brig. Gen. R. S. Foster:
P. A. DxAVlS,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 94. } City Fointj Va., September 15, 1864.****** ^

2. Capt. H. C. Eobinett, aide-de-caDip U. S. Army, is hereby assigned
to duty on the staff of the lieutenant-general commanding, and will be
obeyed and respected accordingly.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant

:

GEO. K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15, 1864—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point

:

(Or if General Grant has left in cipher to Fortress Monroe.)

I send a dispatch* received from Warren. General Warren has been
ordered to withdraw his command as soon as all the information is

obtained that is practicable. I judge from the reports that Gregg’s
recent-movement, about the 1st instant, showed the enemy the necessity
of holding Poplar Grove Church with some force to be notified of any
advance on our part, and that Warren has met there this force. The
fact that he found the roads obstructed and of his not being imme-
diately driven back are evidences to me that the enemy are not in great
force at that point and did not contemiffate immediate offensive move-
ments. If he has any such intention he will doubtless mask his

movements by holding all such points of approach as Poplar Grove
Cliurch, Beams’, &c., in such force as to compel a battle for us to find

out what he is about.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- Ge7ieral, Commanding.

City Point, Ya., Septe^nber 15, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
Lieutenant-General Grant directs me to say that the reconnaissance

of this morning is satisfactory and the troops can now be withdrawn.
GEO. K. LEET,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

xVrttllery Headquarters, Army of the Potomac,
September 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjuta^it- General, Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

of yesterday’s date, calling' my attention to the large detail from the
First (dismounted) Delaware Cavalry for the portion of the Artillery

Lrigade, Sixth (k)rps, now Avith this army. The detail Avas made at the
time the corps Avas ordered to Washington and to serve Avith tlie Avhole

brigade. It Avas made by General Wright Avithout my knowledge.

Se© Warren to Humphreys, 9.30 a. m., p.SIO.
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Wlien the corps left City Point he took but six batteries with him,
leaving the other six with the artillery trains and this detachment,
awaiting his orders to join the corps. As soon as the matter was
brought to my notice, I recommended that the whole detachment should
be sent to rejoin its regiment, the men actually serving with batteries

as cannoneers only to be retained; and I subsequently recommended
that these men be replaced by a detail from the Fourth New York
Heavy Artillery. This was done, and the whole cavalry detachment
has left to join its regiment. The trains have been ordered to the artil-

lery park, that it may be under the charge of its guard. The toot artil-

lery troops, assigned by the lieutenant-general for service with the
artillery of this army, were asked for by me in order that the guard,
working, and other details for the artillery might be made from them,
and so prevent the irregularities brought to my notice. These troops
have been withdrawn from their duties and assigned to divisions of
infantry by the corps commanders, who have taken the whole matter
into their own hands, and add to or withdraw from the details made for

the artillery without any reference to me whatever. As it is manifest
that the infantry needs every man with a musket, I have made no objec-

tion to the dispositions that corps commanders have felt called upon to

make, but it is not in my power, under existing circumstances, to cor-

rect the evil if they make excessive details, t will, hoAvever, call the
attention of the respective chiefs of artillery to the necessity of reduc-
ing to a minimum the number of men not belonging to batteries who
are on duty with their respective brigades.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
HENKY J. HUNT,

Brigadier- General^ Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters Army of the Potomao,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

City Bointy U«., fSe])teml)er 15^ 1864.

Major-General TIumphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: I have a report from Captain McEntee, dated day before
yesterday, at Washington. Scouts had returned that morning from
Cammack’s and Silver’s. The news they bring amounts to the absence
of all movements through Orange Court-House toward or from the
Valley. Caminack reports that a neighbor of his lately received letters

from friends in the Ninth and Thirtieth Virginia Eegiments, now
in Georgia. These regiments are both in Pickett’s division, and were
a very few days ago in our front. TheThirtieth Virginia was raised in

and about Fredericksburg, and the mail-carrier at Fredericksburg re-

ported the Thirtieth as being at present near Petersburg. I presume
the mistake will be found to be in the number of the regiment. The
Thirtieth Virginia is understood at Fredericksburg to be reduced to less

than a company. Cars are running on the Orange and Alexandria
Eailroad three times a week as far as Culpeper Court-House. The
Fredericksburg railroad is expected to be in running order to Hamil-
ton’s Crossing in three or four days. The bridge over the South Anna
is repaired, and that over the North Anna will be shortly completed.
Some people about Fredericksburg report that railroad to have been
repaired for the purpose of facilitating a heavier movement north-
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wardly. It will be remembered, however, that the rebels have always
drawn large quantities of supplies every fall from the counties embraced
in the northern neck of Virginia. Welford’s Furnace, in Spotsylvania
County, has been rebuilt, and is again in full blast. I have men this

morning from over the river who met an agent last night returned from
Eicliraond. There is no change in the information, and no movements
of troops to be reported. Kothing is known in Eichmond outside of

official circles of the position of Early. A neighbor of our agent, who
resides ki Charles City County, came on Tuesdayfrom Petersburg. He
reports that while there several of the heaviest guns were being moved
from their positions. Eo facts were obtainable showing whether it was
a mere change in position, or whetlier they were to be sent elsewhere.
I desire to add, as amatter of personal explanation, that the scouts who
go from the neighborhood of Orange Court-House and Fredericksburg
to Washington, report, by order, to General Grant’s assistant adjutant-
general at Washington, and their reports are thence forwarded to Gen-
eral Grant direct. I have in a few cases received copies of them, and
have then always forwarded them to General Humphreys without delay.
The men are mainly the citizens who used to be in our employ in that
direction.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEOEGE H. SHAEPE,

Colonel^ &c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 15^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A deserter from the Sixth Virginia Infantry, of Mahone’s
old brigade, Mahone’s division, came into the lines of the Second Army
Corps, General Mott’s division, about 8 p. m. yesterday. He brings no
information. Eo changes in position as far as informant knew. A. P,
Hill’s corps still in line in the trenches occupying the same position,

viz, Heth’s division on the left, Mahone’s center, and Wilcox’s on the
right. Informant is not intelligent.

• Very resj^ectfully, your obedient servant,
JEO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 15^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff':

General: Two prisoners of war have just been forwarded from the
Second Corps. They belong to the Washington Artillery, and are
attached to Mahone’s division. Tliey came out to look for stray horses
and strolled into our pickets. They are botli intelligent men, and do
not seem anxious to return, though their mind is not fully made up on
the point. They say that no movements have taken place of late, and
t.he position of their army remains unchanged. Their battery is x)osted
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between the brigades of Weisiger and Sanders, of Mahone’s division,

and is nearly 1,000 yards from the Jerusalem plank road, west.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Major Fisher:

All quiet.

Plank Boad Signal Station,
September 15^ 1864—9 a. m.

H. W. FULTOK.

Major Fisher:
All quiet this a. m.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 15

j
1864—9.30 a. m.

H. W. IIOLMAK,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 15, 1864.

Major Fisher:
Two regiments of infantry passed open space near lead mine, mov-

ing toward Petersburg. One regiment of infantry drawn up in line to

our left of lead mine.
HOLMAN,

Sergeant.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Brigadier-General Baxter:
The following dispatch is sent for your information:

Halifax Road Signal Station,
September 15, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Lieiitenaut-Colouel Locke,
Assistant AdjutanUGeneral

:

At 9 a. m. the enemy’s picket-line on left of railroad was re-enforced by two regi-

ments of infantry from the works along the Boydton plank road. At 9.30 a. m. a
fonr-gnn battery passed a point near the junction of the Squirrel Level road with
the Boydton plank road, going toward our loft. An unusual cloud of dust rising
for the last hour on the Boydton plank, half a mile left of lead-works and appar-
ently moving toward the left, indicates a movement of troops or trains in that
direction. Yesterday and to-day the enemy has been engaged on a new and strong
breast-work about a hundred yards in front of their former works, half a mile left,

pf lead-works.
CHAS. L. DAVIS,

Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

f am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assutant Adjutant- General.

(Copy to General Humphreys.)
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
i^eptemher 15^ 1864.

Geueral Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I send the following, just received:

Halifax Road Signal Station

—

2.20 p. m.
Lieiiteuant-Coloiiel Locke,

Assistan t Adjutant-General

:

About a squadron of cavalry, followed by four large regiments of infantry well
closed up and twelve pieces of artillery, have just passed a jmiut on what I sui)pose
to be the Boydton plank road half a mile west of lead-works, moving toward our
left. The infantry was moving at a double-quick.

CHARLES L. DAVIS,
Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

G. K. WAKFEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

Following just received

:

Halifax Road Signal Station—2.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke:
Six more pieces of artillery and ten regiments of infantry, counted by their colors,

have ])assed the same point indicated in my last report, and the men in the first line

of works that I see from here along the Boydton plank road have struck their tents
and are preparing to move.

CHARLES L. DAVIS,
Captain, Signal Officer.

G. K. WARFEN,
Major- General.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 15, 1864—5 p. m.

Major Fisher:
A column of infantry has just passed westward on road leading from

large fort; were eighteen minutes in passing. They first appeared on
road in vicinity of lead-works and rear of Weldon railroad.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

September 15, 1864—5.30 p. m.
^lajor Fisher:

All quiet along the enemy’s lines in view. About 500 rebel infantry
])assed to our left along road to our right of Petersburg at 1.30 p. m,
Their eipiipments, &c., could not be discerned by reason of a smoky
atmosphere.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenam and Signal Officer,
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Walthall Signal Station,
ScjJtemher 15^ 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signed Officer:

The following has been intercepted:
8.30 A. M.

Colonel BfiiENT]:

Six pieces of artillery passed open space drilling in the rear of Battery 5.

J. A. S.

(Same to A. B.)
it C.

Two gnn-hoats off Point of Rocks; one steamer in tlie river.

9.15 A. M.

J. A. S.,

Jt C.

II. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 15., 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signed Officer:

The following has just been intercepted:

Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of cavalry drilling in oi)en space.

(Same to A. B.)

Two gun-boats above pontoon.
J. A. S.,

At C.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeemt.

September 15, 1804—6.30 p. m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signed Officer

:

There is again considerable dust west of the city tliis p. in., but I can
make nothing of it; moves south. Have seen no unusual move to-day.

The working parties on new works are about the same as yesterday.
A. C. jOEDAN.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 15, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch from plank road station is re-

spectfully forwarded

:

6.30 r. M.

After sundown a body of troops were seen in edge of woods left of lead-works, and
for three-cpiarters of an hour a cloTid of dust was visible in rear of Petersburg and
extending to the fort west of the Weldon railroad.

Just in rear of this fort the Squirrel Level road disappears in the
woods. During the afternoon about 500 infantry came into Peters-

burg from tlie north side of the Appomattox.
Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

P. F. FISHER,
Major etncl Chief Signal Officer,
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 36. )

September 15, 1864.

The major-general commanding, having been furnished with the
following communication, publishes the same to this army for the
information and guidance of all concerned, and so much of General
Orders, No. 78, of August 20, 1863, from these headquarters, as author-

izes officers to procure supplies through the medium of agents or

purveyors upon permits signed by a general officer and approved by
the provost-marshal-general, will hereafter be held to exclude all kinds
of spirituous, vinous, and malt liquors. The provost-marshal-general

' of this army is charged with the execution of this order.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Foint, Va., September 8, 1864.

Brig. Gen. M. R. Patrick,
Provost-Alarshal-General, Armies operating against Richmond, City Point, Va.:

General: The attention of Lieutenant-General Grant having been chilled to the
large quantities of liquors being brought within the lines of the armies operating
against Richmond, he directs that from and after this date you prohibit all kinds of
spirituous, vinous, or malt li(i[uors from being brought above Fort Monroe, Va.,

excejit such as belong to the commissary or medical departments.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. S. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutan t-Ceneral.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac :

General: In reply to your dispatch of this a. m. I have the honor to

add to the list of names for forts, which have already been forwarded
to you, the following names of highly distinguished officers, colonels,

and lieutenant-colonels of this corps who have been killed during the
liresent campaign:

First Division—Col. E. Byrnes, Twenty-eighth Massachusetts, Cold
Harbor, June 3, 1864; Col. L. O. Morris, Seventh New York Heavy Artil-

lery, Cold Harbor, June 4, 1864; Col. O. H. Morris, Sixty-sixth New York
Volunteers, Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864; Lieut. Col. A. B. Chapman,
Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers, Wilderness, May 6, 1864; Lieut.
Col. D. L. Strieker, Second Delaware Infantry, Siiotsylvania, May 12,

1864.

Second Division—Col. James P. McMahon, One hundred and sixty-

fourth New York, Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864; Col. P. A. Porter, Phghtli
[New York] Heavy Artillery, Cold Harbor, June 3, 1864; Lieut, t'ol.

IL L. Abbott, Twentieth Mas.sacliusetts Volunteers, Wilderness, May
6, 1864.

Third Division—Col. C. A. Craig, One hundred and fifth Pennsyl-
vania, Deep Bottom, August 16, 1864; Col. Daniel Chaplin, First Maine
Heavy Artillery, Deep Bottom, August 17, 1864; Lieut. Col. George W.
Meikel, Twentieth Indiana Volunteers, Petersburg, September 10, 1864;
Lieut. Col. Waldo Merriam, Sixteenth Massachusetts Volunteers,
Spotsylvania, May 12, 1864.

1 am, general, very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
WINFM) S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers^
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Headquarters Second Corps,
September 15

^
1864—9 a. m,

Major-General Humphrea's,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac:

General: There have been no changes in my line during the last
twenty-four hours. Yesterday, about 5 p. m., the enemy shelled train
on the railroad near these headcpiarters. One of our batteries replied.
The wagons of the Fifth Corps train are in sight of the enemy’s bat-
teries. I think that train should be moved behind the woods to the
right of my headquarters. It would [then] be close to the depot as
near as now, and would not, as at present, be the means of drawing the

‘

enemy’s fire upon my reserve troops. I Avould have placed my own
train where the wagons of the Fifth Corps now are but for the reasons
urged against the Fifth Corps train remaining where it is.

WINF’D S. HAI^COCK,
* Major- General^ Commanding Second Corps.

General Williams:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 15^ 1864. (Eeceived 3.10 p. m.)

The following dispatch just received from signal officer:

Two bodies of infantry moved from the works near large fort at Weldon railroad
and disappeared on road running west

;
they numbered near 3,000 in all.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brioade, Second Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—8 a. m.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report no change observed in the
enemy’s lines during the past twenty-four hours. The enemy were
reported yesterday marching a body of troops near the lead-works,
but they could not be seen from the batteries. About 5 p. m. the
enemy threw a few shells over our lines, whicli fell near the headquar-
ters of General Miles. Our batteries replied promptly and the firing

soon ceased. But little picket-firing yesterday.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. M. EDGELL,
Captain^ Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Artaa Brigade, Second Corps,
No. 53. )

September 15, 1864.

* . * * * * #

II. Burton’s (EleA^enth New York) battery will relieve Eicketts’ bat-

tery (F), First Pennsylvania Artillery, in the work near the plank road
to-night after dark. Captain Eicketts, when relieved, will move his bat-

tery into the work now occupied by Captain Burton.
III. It having been reported tiiat the enemy are moving in force

down the Weldon railroad, tlie following assignment of batteries to

divisions is made in anticipation of a movement of our troops: To First
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Division, Eoder’s (K), Fourtli IJuitecl States; PMgelPs, First N'ew
Hampshire; to Second Division, Beck’s (C andl), Fifth United States;

Ames’ (G), First Uew York.
The commanders of the above-named batteries will report in person

to their respective division commanders at once, stating their loca-

tion.

By command of Capt. F. M. Edged:
U. D. EDDY,

Acting Assintant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Third Div., Secjond Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

Lieut. J. H. Lockwood,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Army Corps:

Lieutenant: The firing last evening and night had to be increased
on account of the increased firing of the enemy and a report that they
were attempting to advance on my right. I would call the attention of

the general commanding to the fact that the connection is not good
between the Third and First Brigades, owing to the First Brigade
rifle-pits on the left being considerably in rear of the Third Brigade,
and unless the right of the Third Brigade keep ux) a constant fire there
is danger of the rebels xiouncing on our right flaid^. I have ordered
less firing on our line, but when we slack the enemy increase theirs. It

is impossible to save ammunition as we would wish
;
if we do, it is at

the risk of losing our works on the right, esx)ecially at night, as it is

exposed to a flank fire. I will, however, do as you direct in the matter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. McALLISTEE,
Colonel Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General Baxter’s brigade, with the cavalry, started out a little xiast 4
o’clock this morning and met some of the enemy on the Vaughan road
southwest from here and on the road running west. Some skirmishing
has been going on for the last hour, but no rexiort has yet been received
of what force the enemy has.

G. K. WAEEEU,
Major- General.

(Transmitted to Lieutenant-General Grant at 7.45 a. m.)

Headquap^xers Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff

:

The commanding officer of the cavalry has just sent in to say that
they have met a considerable force of the enemy on both roads. He
states they have both cavalry tind infantry. No rex)ort has yet been
received from General Baxter.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

(Transmitted to Lieutenant General Grant at 8.40 a. m.)
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Huaiphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I send the following, just received:
7.45 A. M.

General AVarren:

We are at the cross-roads, just beyond the church. The enemy have a line of
infantry stretching in a circle aroiTiid the Poplar Grove Church as a center, radius
three-quarters of a mile. We are forming line of battle immediately around the
church. The cavalry is skirmishing heavily north and west from the cross-roads

;
the

infantry skirmishers are now being deployed for their assistance. The western road,
out which the cavalry was to go, is also guarded by the rebel infantry, and it there-
fore seems doubtful at present whether the cavalry can go out that road. Major
Falls has gone two miles down the ATiughan road, driving a small cavalry force
before him. AVe have found out nothing more so far. Airs. Smith, near the church,
knows nothing. The road was barricaded for a few hundred yards, obstructing our
march very much.

AV. A. ROEBLING,
Major and Aide-de-Camj).

G. K. WAEREN,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Griffin.)

Headquarters Fifth Araiy Corps,
Septemher 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williaais,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in

my front yesterday or during the night. The One hundred and ninety-

eighth Pennsylvania Yolunteers, Colonel Sickel, reported last night
and is assigned to General Griffin. One hundred and twenty-scA^en

recruits arrwed yesterday, eighty-one for Twentieth Maine and forty-

six for Thirty-second Massachusetts.
G. K. WAEEEX,

Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Araia: of the Potoaiac,
September 15, 1864—9.30 a. m. (Eeceived 9.40 a.-m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

Your several dispatches are received. Y'henever you are satisfied

that the reconnaissance has obtained all the information that can be
got by it the troops can be withdrawn.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Alajor-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Araiy Corps,
September 15, 1864—9.30 a. m.

General Huaiphrea^s:

The force I sent out this morning was Baxter’s brigade of infantry,

about 1,400 strong, and added the 200 caA^alry I had here to the two
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regiments. They all got off at 4 a. m. The infantiy have reacjhed the
point (Poplar Grove Church) at which I directed them to halt and
cover the roads coming in and let the cavalry attemi)t to penetrate
farther. From Major Poebling’s dispatch of 7.45 a. in. 1 think it prob-

able a farther advance will not be practicable, and they will then need
instructions w^hether to stay there till forced back or withdraw. I do
not think it advisable to send any body of infantry beyond the church,

Ke.spectfully,

G. K. AVAEKEX,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15^ 1864—9.50 a. m. (Eeceived 9.55 a. m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Since sending you my dispatch of 9.30 a. m. jmur dispatch of 9.30 a.

m. has been received. The object of the reconnaissance was to obtain
information of the supposed movements of the enemy. Whenever you
are satisfied no further information can be obtained withdraw the
troops. It is not intended or wished that they should remain out until

forced back.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS.

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Ar3Iy Corps,
September 15^ 1864—10.30 a. m.

General Humphreys:
I sent out word to General Baxter to withdraw as soon as he had

accoiniffished all he deemed practicable in the way of a reconnaissance.
The officer just returned from thePoiffar Spring Church says: I found
General Baxter near the church, from which point he had sent his

advance one mile. Had not found the enemy in force nor any evidence
of ihe passing of any considerable body of troops.

Eespectfully,
G. R. WAEEER,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15, 1864—10.40 a. m. (Eeceived 10.45 a. in.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The wagons of the Fifth Corps near the ])lank road are in sight of
the enemyss batteries and draw their tire upon the reserve troops of the
Second Corps. There is woods on the right of the Second Corps head-
quarters, behind which they would be concealed from the view of the
enemy.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff'.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—1S.30 p. m.

General Humphreys:
The reeonnoitering party has returned. Tlieir casualties were about

a dozen killed and wounded. They found the enemy occupying an old
intrenched line on the Squirrel Level road, about one mile north of
Poplar Sjiring Church. Our cavalry forced the enemy’s back westward
over a mile beyond the church. The enemy was not in any consider-
able force nor could a know ledge of any movement of troops be gained.
A brigade of cavalry were said to be stationed on the plank road south
of Hatcher’s Pun. Our cavalry on the Yaughanroad pushed back the
enemy’s for a. considerable distance southwest. A patrol I sent down
the railroad found the enemy’s vedettes about one mile south of our own.
On the whole, I consider that thereis no great force of the enemy between
me and the P>oydton plank road, and the report of the signal officer of
the battery moving in that direction and the dust confirms it as it was
probably a re-enforcement. The map we have is very imperfect and
the country is not easy to operate in west of us. I will send up the
detailed reports and sketch this evening.

G. K. WAEPEN,
Major- General

.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15^ 1864—13.30 p. m. (Eeceived 12.35 p. m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Deserters who came into General Birney’s line this morning state

that the reserve troops moved toward the Weldon railroad last evening.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

General Humphreys :

I think these movements indicate that the enemy were not in force

here and that they are iireparing for any demonstration we may intend
making. Major Eoebling says from our advance this morning tlie long

roll could be heard in places by the enemy. 1 think 1 am fully pre-

pared for anything that occurs to-day, and 1 am of the opinion that the

enemy will wait our attack rather than attacking us.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—5 p. m.

General Humphrea^s :

If it is all (piiet, shall I send back the two regiments of cavalrv?
G. K. WAEEEX,

Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15, 1864. (Sent 6 p. m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

Yes; send back tlie cavalry.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—7.30 p. m.

General Humphreys:
Tlie enemy’s infantry came this afternoon in small force this side of

the Poplar Spring Cluircli, almost to the Vaughan road, but did not
drive off my cavalry at the fork of the road. Tliey fired a little at the
cavalry and disappeared. All quiet.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREI^,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—8.20 p. m.

General Humphreys:
The cavalry ])icket, on the fork of the Vaughan road going to Poplar

Spring Church, sends in word that the enemy’s infantry were seen
moving toward Petersburg lately and fired a few shots at our out-

posts.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. First Pennsylvania Veteran Cav. Battalion,
September 15, 186

i

—8.30 a. rn.

[Col. F. T. Locke,]
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : 1 have the honor to report all quiet on my road from the
forks to the railroad. I have had a brisk skirmish of about one hour’s

duration, in which I had two men wounded, one probably mortally. The
enemy is in considei*able force on my right, their line extending down
to near the railroad on my left, where 1 connected with General Gregg’s '•

cavalry.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. J. FALLS,
Major, Comdg. First Pennsylvania. Veteran Cavalry Battalion.

Hdqrs. First Pennsylvania Vet. Reserve Cavalry,
September 15, 1864—3 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that on my return here I found
my picket had retaken his post, and now holds indisi)utable possession
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of it. The enemy are not supposed to be in force in this vicinity, liav-

ing- drawn oft on my pickets repossessing their post. Everything is

apparently quiet.

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, &c.,

E. J. FALLS,
Major

^
Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864—3.40 j). m.

Major Falls,
Commanding First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry:

Information has been received from the signal station that the enemy
are moving large forces to our left. Keep a bright lookout in all direc-

tions, and send in word if anything transpires. Keep your command
out till dark, when word will be sent you when to withdraw.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Lieutenant-Colon el and Assistant Adjutant- General.

September 15, 1864.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps

:

General: I have the honor to state that, in pursuance of your
order, 1 visited General Baxter. I found him near a church, from
which point he informed me he had advanced one mile. He had not
found the enemy in force, nor had he discovered any evidence of the
passage of any considerable body of troops. The order to withdraw
was given in my presence.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. H. HIGBEE,
First Lieutenant, Eleventh Infantry, and Acting Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

General Warren:
The following just received

:

Signal Station,
Plank Road, Septemher 15, 1864—4.40 p. m.

Captain Taylor:
Cavalry and infantry have been passing, bearing south of west. Wagons and

ambulances accompanied the movement. Movement commenced at 3 o’clock, l)ut

the dust prevented seeing everything that passed. Cavalry and infantry were pass-
ing three-<piarters of an hour, but owing to the dust cannot tell in what propor-
tion. Enemy quite active, and stragglers still passing.

I. THICKSTUN,
Captain and Signal Ojicer.

WIKFT) S. HAKCOCK.

Special Orders,
No. 229.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

# # ^ ^

IV. The Fourth Division, Fifth Army Corps, having been discon-

tinued, Capt. Charles McClure, commissary of subsistence, late Fourth
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Division, is relieved, and will report to Lieut. Col. M. K. Morgan, chief

coniniissary Armies operating against Eiclimond, in compliance with
Special Orders, No. 93, headquarters Armies of the United States, of

September 14, 1864.

V. General Baxter’s brigade is tem])orarily detached from the Third
Division and is assigned to garrison the two forts, which will be done
at 4.30 a. m. to-morrow. One-half of the command will be placed in

each of the forts, and General Baxter will make his headquarters for

the i)resent in the vicinity of corps headquarters, llis brigade will

furnish all the details to complete the interior of the works. General
Griffin and General Ayres are relieved from furnishing details for this

purpose. Any infantry now Avithin the forts will be withdrawn on the
arrival of the troops of General Baxter’s brigade. The artillery noAV

in the forts will remain until relieved by other batteries.

By command of Major-General AVarren:
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Ko. 432. j Septemher 15, 1864.

Division commanders Avill at once get their commands under arms
and in line prepared for an attack and remain so until dark. Tlie

enemy is continually moving force down toAvard our left. Colonel Hof-
mann’s brigade Avill at once move into position on the breast-works
east of the railroad, built by Colonel Wheelock, on the left of General
Grifiin. Brigadier-General Griffin Avill post a sufficient force in the
fort to defend the southeast and southwest fronts. The horses of the
batteries Avill all be harnessed up.

By command of Major-General Warren

:

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Septemher 15, 1864—4 p. m.

Division Commanders:
A report from the cavalry has just been received that the enemy is

advancing from the Avest. It is not known in Avhat strength.
By command of Major-General A¥arren: •

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistayit Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

The above is cnminunicated for the information of brigade command-
ers, who Avill hold their commands in readiness to move at a. moment’s
notice.

By command of Brigadier-General CraAvford

:

EDWAED C. BAIED,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Sej^tember 15^ 1864—7.30 p. m. (Received 7.40 i). m.)

General Griffin:
I have detailed the garrisons for tlie forts from Baxter^s brigade, so

that you and General Ayres can have all of your divisions if we have
to move. I wish yon would move your troops from around the fort so
that I can abatis it all around. You can move these troops to advan-
tage to the left of the railroad into the breast works facing southeast,
where [we] should need men if the enemy makes an attack from the
south.

Respectfully,

G. K. WARREY,
Major- Oeneral.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Hiv., Fifth Army Corps,
No. Gl. \ September 15, 1864.

•

* * * 'it * # #

4. In compliance with Special Orders, No. 220, headquarters Fifth

Corps, the infantry troops of this division now occupying the forts will

be relieved by .General Baxter’s brigade at 4.30 a. m. to-morrow, his

brigade having been temporarily detached from the Third Hivision for

that purpose.
By order of Brigadier-General Ayres

:

GEO. L. CHOISY,
First Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,'
September 15, 1864—0.30 a. m. (Received 10 a. m.)

General J. G. Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Your dispatch in relation to the names to be given works received.

The commanding general desires to have you report the names of vsuch

officers of your command who have fallen during the present campaign
as in your judgment should be honored in the manner indicated,

without limiting yourself to names for the works along your line. The
selection of names for all the works will be made here. Have you any
names to add to those jmu have already reported f Please answer by
telegraph as soon as practicable.

S. WILLIAMS,
' Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15, 1864—0.30 a. m. (Received 0.40 a. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding thinks that the working parties on
the redoubt near Williams’ house and on the road might be continued on
those works.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff

.
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Headquarters Ninth Corps,
September 15^ 1864—9.40 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Nothing unusual has transpired along my lines during tlie past
twenty-four hours.

JNO. G. PARKE,
3Iajor- General,

Orders.] Hdqrs. Third Brig., First Div., 9th Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

In ohedience to Special Orders, No. 71, headcpiarters Ninth Army
Corps, the undersigned assumes command of this brigade. All previ-

ous orders are continued in force till modified.
N. B. McLAUGHLEN,

Colonel Fifty-seventh 3Iassachnsetts Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 15, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Fotomac ;

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket-

line for the past twenty-four hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

11. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General of Vols., Conidg. Second Division Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
September 15, 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division, Cavalry Corps:

All quiet along the picket-line of this command this morning. No
disturbance during the night.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. 11. SMITH,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
,

September 15, 1864.

Capt. 11. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Division, Cavalry Corps:

1 have the honor to report all (iiiiet along the line i)icketed by this

command.
1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. 11. SMITH,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Dutch Gap, Va., September 15, 1864.
Col. Henry L. Abbot,

Commanding Siege Artillery:

. Colonel: I have the honor to rei)ort that the enemy commenced
firing from the new battery about the middle of the forenoon, making
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poor practice and luirtin" no one. They ceased shelling ahont 3 p. m.
Not a shot has been fired from their old battery, in the point of woods,
since day before yesterday. Judge that they found it too warm there.

Men continue healthy.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. n. PIEECE,
Captain, First Connecticut ArUllery.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September 15, 1864—9.10 a. m.

Brigadier-General AVilliams: ,

Yesterday morning the enem^^’s artillery o])ened heavily along my
entire front. I ordered all of my guns to reply for an hour, my rifled

guns bearing particularly on tlie city. The fire had an admirable effect.

My (;ommand is at Avork the length of line, in vStrengthening line and
completing redoubts. No new movement of the enemy discovered in

my front. On my right the enemy Avere strengthening the abatis in

their front.

H. B. BIKNEY,
Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,

I

.
September 15, 1864.

General AVilliams, Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Deserters this morning report that the reserve troops moved toward
AVeldon railroad last evening; that rebels are simply countermining;
that the artillery fire yesterday Avas very etfective; that 100 mounted
scouts, being picked men added to a Louisiana company called AIcCul-

loch Bangers, are and liaAm been for some time in vicinity of City
Point, keeping concealed in swTimps. The man giving this last infor-

mation seemed intelligent and with special information.
D. B. BIBNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 15^ 1864—12.30 p. m. (Beceived 12.35 p. ni.)

Major-General Birney, Commanding Tenth Corps:

The commanding general requests that deserters who come into your
lines, those of the Tenth Corps, may be sent to the x>i‘OVost-marshal-

general at these headquarters for examination.
A. A. HGMPHBEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

The deserters that came in this morning have been sent to depart-
ment headquarters. In a conversation aau th General Meade he requested
me to continue to send them there. 1 will hereafter send them to your
headquarters.

D. B. BIBNEA^
Major-General.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 15, 1864.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain Follett, U. 8. Artilieiy, fronfliis lookout reports the passage
of a column of troops from Kiclimoncl to Petersburg. It was an hour
passing a given point. A very long train of wagons followed it.

D. B. BIRI^EY,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery^ Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Fetersburg, Va., September 15, 1864.

Brig. Gen. Henry" J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to submit the report called for by your
letter of instructions of yesterday:

Firing was commenced at 10 a. m. yesterday and lasted until 11

a. m. from the following number of guns and mortars: 24 light 12-

pounders, 18 3-inch ordnance, 4 lO-pounder Parrotts, 5 6-pounder
James guns, 2 4J-inch ordnance, 6 30-pounder Parrotts, 1 13-inc]i mor-
tar, 4 10-inch mortars, 4 8-inch mortars, 11 Coeliorn mortars; total, 76
guns and mortars. The number of rounds of ammunition expended
were as follows : 708 12-pounder rounds, 491 3-iiich ordnance rounds,
62 10-pounder Parrott rounds, 6 6-pounder James i*ounds, 41 4J-inch
ordnance rounds, 139 30-pounder Parrott rounds, 8 13-inch mortar
rounds, 49 10-inch mortar rounds, 29 8-inch mortar rounds, 148 Coehorn
mortar rounds; total expended, 1,741. The lire from fifty guns and
mortars was directed on the enemy’s batteries and working parties;

that from twenty-nine guns and mortars on tlie city of Petersburg.
The effect of the lire upon the city cannot, of course, be ascertained, but
was supposed to be destructive, as nearly all of the shells thrown were
observed to explode within the limits. The enemy’s earth-works, ])ar-

ticularly the embrasures of his batteries, V'ere very much damaged, and
two of his batteries, the Chesterfield and one Cemetery Hill, after

firing a few rounds, were compelled to discontinue on account of the
accuracy and Aveight of our fire. As tlie result of the fire, our working
parties have not been annoyed by the continual shelling of the enemy,
which they have practiced for the last few days, not a cannon-shot
having been fired since noon yesterday.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
II. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery.

(Copy to Capt. Charles 11. Graves, assistant adjutant-general. Tenth
Army Corps.)

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 15, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : 1 liave the lionoi* to submit the following report, in obedi-
ence with verbal directions from tlie major-general commanding, and

54 R R—VOL XLll, PT II
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with reference to an indorsement of Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, chief of
artillery, Army of the Potomac, of this date, on a report of the acting
chief signal olhcer of that army:
No large working parties of the enemy have been discovered by any

of the battery commanders on the Tenth Army Corps line during the
last two or three days, and any small working parties in sight have
been hred at by our artillery, due care having been, of course, taken
that the ammunition Avas not uselessly expended. No working parties
of the enemy large enough to justify an artillery fire have been seen
to-day from any of our batteries, but their men can be discovered at

various places along the line busied in strengthening their works and
parapets. These men generally work singly or in groups of two or

three. I have no doubt that from some points on the Second Corps
line, and even still farther to the left, better views can be had of some
of the rebel trenches and batteries in onr front than can be obtained
from the fourteen-gun battery on the works adjacent.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery.

Hdqrs. First Brid., First Hiv., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 15, 1864.

Capt. A. Terry,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Captain : I have the honor to report all quiet in our front this morn-
ing. No offensive movements have been made from our line. A cov-
ered way has been constructed at the right of Follett’s battery, con-

necting the trench conveniently. The police of the trenches is good.
The officer of the trenches reports;

During the night the enemy were engaged in front of the right, on the right of
the ravine, cutting down tindjer, and busy shoveling on our left. As directed l)y the
colonel commanding, I had the line connected by throwing up earth-works across
the Prince George road on tlieleft; also repaired the banquette along the whole
line. Very little liring during the night.

Private George Zimmermau, Company K, Sixty-seventh Ohio Volun-
teers, was mortally wounded yesterday. No further casualties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. VOEIS,
Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Ya., September 15, 1864.

Capt. Adrian Terry,
Assistant A djutant- General

:

Sir: Major Prince, who has been until to-night in command of the

front line, reports that in his opinion the enemy are putting in a heavy
gun—he thinks an 8-inch columbiad—on my extreme right, the gun so

placed as to bear on Eockwell’s battery. It was reported only at dark,

and I have not had an opportunity to examine it.

Very respectfully,
JOSEPH C. ABBOTT,

Colonel Seventh Few Hampshire Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 2d Brig., 2d Div., 10th Corps,
No. 34. )

Near Petersburg^ Fa., September 15, 1864.

I. Pursuant to paragrapli II, Special Orders, No. 93, headquarters
Second Division, Tenth Army Corps, the undersigned liereby assumes
command of this brigade. All orders heretofore issued will remain in

full force until revoked by coinj^etent authority.

G. PENNYPACKEK,
Colonel Ninety-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.

Hdqrs. Third Brig,, Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., September 15, 1864.

Capt. P. A. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Secoyid I)iv., Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : I have the honor to report that the working parties on my
front have been engaged during the last twenty-four hours in con-

structing the parapet on the line in rear of the one now occupied and
in collecting material for revetment.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

E. A. OSBORN,
Colonel Twenty-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers, Comdg. Brigade.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
Septe^nber 15, 1864.

Maj. Theodore Read,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Ma.jor: The signal officer at the tower reports:

A train of pontoon wagons, nine or ten, was seen making for the river at a point
just above Chaffin’s Bluff. They have jnst left, loaxled with six pontoon boats and
other pontoon bridge eqnipments, in the direction of the Richmond and Petersburg
turnpike. About 2 a. m. a ram was discovered at or rather a little below the Cox
Ferry earth-work

;
saw another gim-boat and two tugs comedown. All have now

gone 111 ) the river except the ram.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THEODORE E. PATTERSON,

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

Circular.] Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Va., September 15, 186i.

In case the enemy open fire with artillery to-day division commanders
will order the men of their commands into the trendies with their arms
for the purpose of safety, as all our batteries along the line will open
fire.

By command of Maj. Gen. John Gibbon:
THEODORE READ,

Major and Assistant Adjutant General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
ISeptemher 15^ 1861—12.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

A deserter who came into General Birney’s line this morning states
that 100 mounted scouts, added to a Louisiana comiiany called McCnl-
loch Bangers, are and have been for some time in vicinity of City
Point, keeping concealed in swamps.

A. A, HUMPIIBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of /Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSeptemher 16

^
1861—10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Harperh Ferry

^
or Washington., or Baltimore:

Warren’s reconnaissance was witlidrawn yesterday about 12 m. Sig-

nal ofLicers reported the movement of the enemy’s troops toward our
left at various times yesterday from 9 a. m. till sunset. These were
believed to be counter movements to meet an expected advance on our
part. This view was confirmed by Warren’s pickets on the Vaughan
road reporting the return of the enemy to Petersburg, and by a
deserter this morning, who states his command left the trenches and
moved to their right yesterday afternoon and returned during the night.

This morning at daylight our cavalry i)ickets and reserves were strongly
attacked between the Blackwater and the James. At the same time a
dash was made on the cattle herd at Goggins’ Point, and it is feared
this herd and its guard has fallen into the enemy’s hands. A ])risoner

taken reports the movement as being executed by Hampton with three
brigades of cavalry, who left Stoiiy Greek Depot last night, and after

crossing the Blackwater took the shortest and most direct road to Cog-
gins’ Point. Immediately on receiving intelligence of this movement
General Davies, commanding cavalry, was directed to pursue with all

his available force, and a brigade of infantry, with a battery of artil-

lery, was at the same time sent down the Prince George Court-House
road to re-enforce Kautz. Warren reports demonstrations on his front

this morning, his pickets being driven in, but at last report he had re-

established his line. It is believed this movement was a diversion in

favor of the cavalry raid. This raid was one Avhich I have feared for

some tiaie, as with the limited force of cavalry under my command and
the great extent of country to be watched I have aJways considered
Coggins’ I^oint an unsuitable ])ositionfor the cattle herd, it being liable

to capture at any time by a conp de main of the enemy in force. Every
effort will be made to recover the herd or a ])oi tion of it.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSexdemher 16^ 1861—8.05 p. m. (Deceived 8.10 p. m.)

Lieut. Col. E. S. I^arker,
Ilead(inarters Armies of the United States, City Point, Va.:

In answer to your dispatch of this evening I am instriuded to say that
it is believed the raid of the enemy has terminated Avith the seizure

of the cattle herd and that there is supposed to be now no obstacle
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to prevent the rebuilding of the telegraph line to Fort Powhatan. At
any rate, it is thought the construction party had better endeavor to

reopen the coiumunication.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant A djutant- General.

Harper’s Ferry, Septemhcr 16, 1864.

(Keceived 9 a. in. 18th)

Major-General Meade :

If the enemy makes so rich a haul as to get our cattle herd he will be
likely to strike far to the south, or even to the southeast to get around
with it. Our cavalry sliould either recover what is lost, or else, in the
absence of so mnch of tlie enemy’s cavalry, strike the Weldon road far

to the south of where it has been destroyed.
U. S. GEANTT,

Lieutcnan t- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tleptemljer 16, 1864—10.30 p. ni.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Harper^s Ferry:

Nothing definite has been received from the cavalry, except that
Kautz reports the enemy retired as soon as they succeeded in driving
off the cattle from Coggins’ Point. Kautz is in pursuit on the Prince
George Court-House road and Davies on the Jerusalem plaiuc road
with all the cavalry that could be collected at the moment. A sup-

porting force of infantry was sent on both roads. Heavy and distant
firing was heard about 9 x). ni., x)resumed to be Davies coming ui) v/ith

the enemy, but Hampton’s force is so suxierior to ours and he had so

much time to get off' that I fear nothing will come of the pursuit excexit

to harass the enemy. Twenty-four hundred head of cattle were cap-
tured. The aifair was evidently the result of a deliberate xilan, and
advantage was taken of Warren’s movement on the i)resumi)tion onr
cavalry were all on the left. A deserter, who came in this morning,
says he saw troox^s xiassing through Petersburg yesterday, said to be
l)art of Early’s force; that Early had sent back 0,000 men. I send this

for what it is worth, but General Butler’s signal officers rex>orted yes-

terday trbox)S moving into Petersburg on the road from Eichmond.
WJth the exception of the cavalry raid and the demonstration on War-
ren’s pickets this morning the rest of the lines were quiet.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Mw)or- General, Gommanding.

Offioe of the Provost-Marshal-General,
Armies Operatino Against Eichmond, Va.,

September 16, 1864,
Col. T. P>. Gates,

Gommanding Post and Defenses, Gity Point, Va.:

The enemy has broken through our line near Sycamore Church and
may dash into City J*oint. Place all the troox)S under your control in
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the best possible position to protect the depot. The officer in command
of engineers will be directed to report to yon for orders in the absence
of General Benham. Have you any artillery? Eeply immediately.

M. R. PATRICK,
Provost-Marshal- Geiieral.

Headquarters Post and Defenses,
City Point, ^ a., September 16, 1864.

Brig. Gen. M. R. Patrick,
Provost-Marshal- General, Armies operating against Richmond:

General: I am just in the receipt of the following:

Colonel: I have just met a private of the First District of Columbia Cavalry^
who was captured. He says they had 4 killed and about 300 captured; they also

got oue herd, 2,600 cattle. One man reports that he saw two regiments of infantry
and a battery of eight guns. The First District is terribly demoralized; one ofi^heir

captains says he killed a brigadier-general. From what I can hear I think the rebels
are about 5,000 strong, with eight guns. They all belong to Hampton’s Legion.
Generals Kautz and Gregg are after them. There are detachments of the Third
Peunsylvnnia and First District Cavalry bet,ween us and Sycamore Church. We are
at the forks of the road leading to Light-House Point and Fort Powhatan. I will

return at 2.30 unless I receive other orders from you. A man just in, who has
escaped, reports the rebels retreating on the road leading to Stony Creek. I have
picketed all the roads on our flanks and rear. Don’t think City Point is in danger.
The lines for six miles were assaulted this morning by three brigades of cavalry and
eight pieces of artillery, under command of General William H. F. Lee and Colonel
Butler. Captain Gregg, Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, in charge of guard, is

captured; also Major Baker and 300 First District Cavalry at Sycamore Church.
The enemy are retreating on the road leading to the Blackwater. This information
I get from Captain Richardson, in chnrge of cattle herd. Captain R. says there is

no doubt but that the rebels are in full retreat. There has nothing been heard from
them since they left with the herd.

Respectfully,
W. A. VAN RENSSELAER,

' Major Eightieth New York hifan try.

Very respectfully,

T. B. GATES,
Colonel, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 16, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from Wise’s brigade, Buslirod Johnson’s
division, have just been forwarded from the Tenth Ai'iny Corps. They
came into our lines on the City Point Railroad at daylight this a. m.
They are from the Forty-sixth Virginia. They state that Hoke’s entire

division withdrew Irom the front yesterday afternoon and marched to

the rear to some point on the right of the line; that Wise’s brigade
moved at 2 o’clock yesterday from a. point near Burnside’s mine to the
extreme left, and now lies between the* City Point Railroad and the
Api)omattox River. Johnson’s entire division has been prolonged, and
the four brigades of Wise, Ransom, Evans, and Gracie are the only
troops now between the Burnside mine and the Appomattox River.
On the right of the Burnside mine Mahone’s division is ])()Sted, occu])y-

ing the former position of Heth’s division, wliich also withdrew yester-
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day afternoon. The following diagram will show the relative position

of the enemy’s divisions (according to our latest information) up to this

last change

:

JbTmson. Seth. Mdhone.

-2

5

lllGHT

WilcoTC.

%
4

Deserters to-day report that Koke’s and ITeth’s divisions have with-

drawn from the line and moved to the right to defend the South Side
Kailroad from a supposed advance of our forces. A i)art of Wilcox’s
division is reported to have withdrawn also, but returned again late

last evening. One of the deserters from the Forty-sixth Virginia states

that he was in Petersburg yesterday morning and saw infantry on the
march that was said to have just arrived from Early’s command; that
he made inquiries and understood that Early had sent back 6,000 men

;

did not learn whose command it was or any of the regiments composing
it. Informants are both intelligent and apparently honest. They
think a considerable force was sent to the extreme right yesterday to

fortify against an advance on the South Side road. Do not think any
attack is intended on our lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. 0. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September
:16.i

1864.

Mqj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: A conscript deserter from the Thirty-fourth Korth Caro-
lina, Scales’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, came into the lines of the ^inth
Army Corps about sunrise this a. m. He has only been in the army
since the 28th of last month, and can give very little information. He
states that yesterday morning about 10 o’clock two brigades (including

his own. Scales’) moved about a mile to the right in the direction of the
South Side Bailroad, and returned to their old position again last even-
ing; does not know what other brigades went besides Scales’, but it was
some troops that had been lying in the rear, near Petersburg; that the
men said our forces were advancing on the South Side Bailroad, and
the movement was to oi)i)ose it. About dark yesterday it was reported
that the cavalry had driven our forces, and the infantry was then
ordered back to their old jmsitions. Scales’ brigade is about a quarter
of a inde east of the lead-works. Informant states that a i)art of
McGowan’s brigade occupied the works left by Scales during the move-
ment. Informant has no further information of inq)ortance; thinks the
remainder of the line was quiet yesterday; thinks no r(‘ enforcements
have arrived lately,, except occasional conscrij)ts. Rations as usual.

Very ^ espectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.



856 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LTV.

City Point, Sleptemher 16^ 1864.

(Keceivecl 9 a. in.)

General Humphreys:
I Lave just received a prisoner from Seveiitli A^irginia Cavalry. The

attack was made this a. m. between daylight and sunlight by Hamp-
ton's division of cavalry, three brigades. The enemy met with no
resistance until they got to Sycamore Church, in the rear of which was
the cattle herd. Here they found about a regiment. It is believed that
the entire herd of 2,500 head was captured, with little loss to the enemy,
Hamptonts division was collected during last night at Stony Greek aiid

crossed the Blackwater swamp by the nearest roads they could hud to
Coggins’ Point. Prisoner is not familiar with the country; thinks they
would go back the same way they came.

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE,
Colonelj the.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters,
September 16^ 1864—9,20 a. m.

General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry^ near WUHams^ House:

I send you dispatch just received from City Point. The commanding
general wishes you to strike the enemy on their return, if they are now
on the return.

A. A. HHMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Operator at Second Corps headquarters please send.

A. A. H.

City Point, September 16, 1864.

John C. Babcock:
Eeceived here deserters from Seventeenth and Twenty-third Tennes-

see, Johnson’s old brigade; left their commands on north side of James
Eiver this morning; yesterday a. m. saw Generals Lee and Beauregard
at Cox’s farm laying out new and stronger works; yesterday p. m. heard
that tliere was l)ut one division left in front of Petersburg, heard their

ohicers say so; that the main part of their army was making a flank

movement. On Tuesday the pontoon bridges over the James were
taken up and then put back again; heard no reason given.

SHAEPE,
Colonel.

September 1G, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe, City Point

:

Deserter to-day from Thirty-fourth North Carolina, Scales’ brigade.
Enemy moved two brigades to riglit yesterday, anticipating an attack
on South Side Eailroad, but returned them again after dark. Scales’

was one
;
don’t know the other. Two deserters from Forty-sixth Vir-

ginia, Wise’s brigade, came in this morning. Hoke’s entire division

withdrew from the trenches yesterday afternoon and moved to the
right. Bushrod Johnson’s division extends from the Burnside mine to

the Appomattox, all the force between tliose points. Heth’s division

also withdrawn, and Alahone’s extended to occupy its place. Six thou-
sand men from Earty’s com ]nand were seen by deserters to be passing
through Petersburg vesterday morning going to the right.

J. C. B[ABCOCK].
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Plank Poad Station,
September 16, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major Fisher:
At 9 a. m. 100 infantry moved from woods to the right of large fort,

passed on the east side and disappeared on road running westward.
At 12 m. a train of seventeen wagons came from direction of Peters-

burg and disappeared on tlie same road. A detachment of the enemy
are working upon their lines in vicinity of lead-works.

n. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Plank Road Signal Station,
SexHemher 16, 1864—1.15 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 1 p. m. about 700 cavalry moved from woods in vicinity of large

fort and disappeared on road running westward; was six minutes in

passing.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
SexHember 16, 1864-—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

The following has been intercepted:

Colonel B[rent] :

One battery drilling in open space,
boats above pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

9 A. M.

One steamer off Point of Rocks. T‘.vo gun-

J. A. S.,

At C.

1.40 p. M.
Colonel B [rent]:

The enemy have increased their camps in woods to tlie left of open space. One
steamer above pontoon.

.1. A. S.

(Same to A. B.)

n. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 16, 1864—6 p. m.

^lajor Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

The following was intercepted:

5..30 p. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

Battery drilling in open space going toward enemy’s front in Chesterfield.

.J. A. S.,

At C.
(Same to A. B.)

II. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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Walthall Signal Station,
Se])temher 16

^
1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

The following was intercepted

:

3.40 p. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

Twenty-one six-horse wagons passed Point of Rocks going toward lower i>oiitoon*

Steamer went down the river and from the crowd on her deck I think her laden with
troops.

J. A. S.

(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 16, 1864.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

Enemy still working south of lead mine. I think they are throwing
up a line of works there. All quiet otherwise.

H. W. HOLMAN.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1864—8,45 p. m.

Commanding Officer Engineer Brigade,
City Point

:

The enemy’s cavalry have broken through our line between Mount Zion
Church and the James Eiver and may make a dash toward City Point.

Colonel Gates, commanding the provost-marshal’s troops at City Point,

is ordered to take command there, and you will report to him with your
command for the defense. Is there any artillery at City Point?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General andv Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of Provost-Marshal-General,

September 16, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
Depty. Prov. Mar. Gen.^ at Col. GateP Office, City Point, Va. :

General Meade has sent a battery to report to Colonel Gates. Retain
the men now on board of transports until developments of the day are
seen. General Meade is under the impression the enemy have left, their

object being to obtain the cattle herd, which they have gotten. Fort
Powhatan is believed to be safe, as also the Point. Captain Brown is

on the way to get his guns. He can have them, unless when he arrives

they may be wanted for defense. Retain for the present your provis-

ional battalion under Lieutenaut-Colonel Ilardenbergh.
By command of provost-marshal-general:

A. J. DALLAS,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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City Point, Va., Sepiemher 16^ 1861.

General Patrick:
I have jnst received the following telegram:

One of our line builders just in from near Fort Powhatan. His teams, men, and
material are captured. They were attacked about 5 a. m. to-day. It is supposed
the cattle herd near that })lace is also taken.

T. B. GATES,
Colonel.

Headquarters Post and Defenses,
City Fomtj Va., September 16, 1864—13.10 p. m.

Brigadier-General Patrick, Frovost-Marsha I- Genera I

:

General: Major Van Rensselaer, whom 1 sent out this morning in

command of the cavalry I had here and the Fifth Regular Cavalry,
reports that he has advanced as hir as Sycamore Church and met no
enemy. He encountered some of our cavalry pickets, who reiiort tliat

the enemy’s force consisted of three brigades, comxiosed of cavalry,

infantry, and artillery. They say the enemy are retreating with 2,500
cattle and are pursued by Gregg’s cavalry. All quiet here. Colonel
Sharpe has kept you advised of what we were doing here to defend the
post.

T. B. GATES,
Colonel, &c.

City Point, Va., September 16, 1864—2.30 p. m.

Brigadier General Patrick, Provost-Marshal- General

:

General: Captain Hoysradt has just returned from Fort Pow-
hatan. Major Lewis, commanding, states that he has a sufficient force

to defend the works. No enemy has been seen or heard of in his

vicinity. Telegraphic communication has not been restored. The bat-

tery from headquarters Army of the Potomac has reported.
T. B. GATES,

Colonel, &G.

City Point, Va., September 16, 1864—4.15 p. w.

Brigadier-General Patrick, Frovost-Marshal-General :

General: Major Van Rensselaer and his command have returned.
The attack on the cattle guard was made at daylight and was a com-
plete surprise. Some 300 First District of Columbia Cavalry were
cajitured, most of them in their beds. Major Baker was wounded and
captured. Another major of same regiment also captured, and most of

the officers of regiment; four herdsmen killed. Will send you a detailed

report in morning.
T. B. GATES,

Colonel, (&c.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1864—10.15 a. m.

Corps Commanders :

Colonel Sliaiqie, at City Point, reports that a prisoner from the
Seventh Virginia Cavaliy, brought to him this morning, states that
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Hampton’s division, three brigades of cavalry, was concentrated last

night, and moved across Stony Creek and by the shortest roads to
Coggins’ Point. This is the force that broke throiigli our cavalry
])icket-line between Mount Sinai Chui-ch and Sycamore Church, and
captured the herd of cattle ou Ituffin’s farm, Coggins’ Point, and is

probably now on its return to Stony Creek.
A. A. HUMPHEBYS,

AFajor- General and Chief of Staff.

TTeadquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher Fd, ISdi—8.30 a. m.

Colonel Smyth,
Co7nmandin(j Second Division, Second Corps:

The commanding general directs that you send a strong brigade im-
mediately to report to General Kautz, near Prince George Court-House,
and hold the remainder of your division ready to move at once in the
same direction. Use dispat(*h, as the enemy’s cavalry are there in some
force, with artillery.

• A. A. HUMPHEEA^S,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 10, 1864—8.30 a. ni. (Eeceived 9 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The enemy’s cavalry have attacked in considerable force our cavalry
line between Ihe Blackwater and James, and siu'cessfully. Colonel
Smyth, commanding Second Division of your corps, is ordered to send
a brigade at once to General Kautz, near Prince George Court-House,
and to hold the remainder of his division ready to move in that direc-

tion. The order Avas sent to him direct to save time.

A. A. HUMPHEBYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 16, 1864.

General Humphreys:
Dispatch received. I understood that Colonel Smyth has sent the

brigade. I sent a staff* officer to ascertain and to see that the brigade
gets on the right road.

WIKF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 16, 1864—0 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

Nothing of importance has tran soured oi» lay line since yesterday
morning to report. The usual picket-tiring has been kept up. Some
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inovemeiits of troops by tlie eueiiiy were observed yesterday afternoon

and this morning. They have been reported to headquarters Army of

the Potomac by the signal officers.

WINFT3 S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 16, 1861.

General Humphreys:
Do you think the fort on the Norfolk road had better be occupied !

General Mott tells me that he has been appointed a brevet major-

general to date from September 9, 1864. He is at a loss to know Avho

made him.
WINKD S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
September 16, 1861—11 a. m. (Received 11.10 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The commanding general tliinks you had better send some infantry

to the redoubt on the Norfolk road, say half a brigade and a battery of

artillery.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16,1861—12 m. (Received 12.05 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General Davies has moved all his available cavalry down the plank
road to intercept Hampton’s cavalry on its return. The commanding
general directs that you send a strong brigade Avith a battery of artil-

lery down the jdank road to the folk of the road leading to Reams’
Station to cover tin* ilaidvand rear of the cavalry during the operation.
The troops you send will withdraw to their former camp as soon as the
cavalry returns.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 16, 1861. (Received 12.15 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. A. A. Hump hreys:
1 have ordered a strong brigade (they are not very strong in the

First and Second Divisions) to the forks of the plank and Reams’ Sta-
tion roads with a battery of artillery, to return when the cavalry do.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
8ej)teml)er 16^ 1864—12.15 p. yn.

Major General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps: .

The commander of the brigade sent down the plank road should
report to General Davies and receive his instructions as to the dis-

position of his troops. If he should not find General Davies, who may
be with his troops in pursuit of the enemy, he will dispose of them
according- to his own judgment.

A. A. HUMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 16, 1864. (Eeceived 1 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The commander of the brigade sent down the plank road will be
ordered to report to General Davies if he meets him; otherwise to

look out for himself according to his best judgment.
WmP’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1864—12.50 p. m. (Eeceived 1 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The commanding general is ot opinion that the brigade sent down
the 1)1 ank road should be not less than 1,500 strong, and if the one
sent is of less strength than that it should be re-enforced.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 16, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The brigade sent down the plank road is more than 1,500 strong.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1864—3.45 p. m. (Eeceived 4 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The cavalry pickets between the ])laidv road and the Blackwater
have been ordered to be withdrawn and the force sent down the plank
road to join General Davies.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to MajouGeneral Parke.)
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 16, 1864—4.15 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

I have sent a brigade and battery to the Finn house, on tlie plank
road. Have one brigade in the fort on the Norfolk road. I have
directed a picket-line to be established between the Norfolk road and
the plank road.

WINF’H S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brioade, Second Army Corps,
September 16, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery., Army of the Potomac:

I have the honor to report no change observed in the enemy^s lines

during the past twenty-four hours and no firing. Burton’s (Eleventh
New York) battery now occupies the work on the right of the plank
[road] formerly occupied by Bicketts’ (F, First Pennsylvania).

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,
Cap tain. Commanding.

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-geueral,

Second Corps.)

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
Septemher 16, 1864.

Lieut. Col. James E. McGee,
Cominanding Consolidated Brigade :

Colonei.: The brigadier-general commanding directs that youliave
your brigade in readiness to move at dusk to the place occupied by
you on Ikiesday night, where the troops will bivouac until sunrise,

unless otherwise ordered. A staff officer from these headquarters will

be at your headquarters at dusk and will conduct the troojis.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. li. DBIVEE,

A ssista nt Adjutan t- Gen era 1.

PIeadquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 16,. 1864.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General., Second Army Corps:

Captain : In compliance with orders from corps headquarters, I

have the honor to report that 1 now have my line fully established, with
the right resting on the Norfolk railroad and the left at the Strong
house. The different forts along my front are garrisoned with a full

com])lement of men. There have been no changes in the enemy’s line
during the past twenty-four hours. A constant picket-firing is keiitup
by both sides along my entire front.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. MOTT,

Brevet Major-General of Vohinteers.



864 OPERATIONS IN 8E. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

General Humphreys:

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
Se^ptemher 16, 1864—7.15 a. m.

The enemy are now skirmishing with us on the Vaughan road and
toward Petersburg. Firing is very light so far.

G. K. WAEPEN,
Major- General, Commanding.

General Humphreys:

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Tlie enemy, with a strong skirmish line, are trying to drive mine in

on the north side, and a i^ortion of the line has fallen back.
Eespectfull}^,

G. K. WAEKEN,
Major- General.

(Same to General Parke.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1864—0.30 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corpn:

The following dispatch is sent for your information. This morning
at daylight Hampton’s division of cavalry, three brigades, broke
through our cavalry picket-line between Zion and Sycamore Church
and carried off, or are carrying off*, the (‘attic herd near Coggins’ Point.
Orders have been given for attacking them

:

HEAIXiUAKTEKS ArMY OF THE PoTOMAC, SIGNAL DEPARTMENT,
September 16, 1864.

]Maj or-Geuera I Hujmpi ireys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Tlie following report from tlie plank road station iy respectfully for-

warded :

“The remaining camps to the right of and in vicinity of the large fort beyond the
Weldon railroad are struck and the men lounging in rear of works. Indications are

that a considerable force is in woods to the right of the fort. No movements visible

and no working parties in view.”

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864. (Eeceived 11.15 a. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Will you please inform me liow many cattle you think were in the

herd captured by Hampton?
G. K. AVAEEEN,

Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Scptemher 16, 1864. (8ei)t 12.15 p. in.)

M ajor-Genenil Warren,
Commandinfi Fifth Corps:

The cattle herd referred to was Colonel Morgan’s, coniinissary for

both armies. Probably 2,000 head. Whether all or part and what
part was captured I do not yet know.

A. A. HUMPIIKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864—5 ]). m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

The following is sent for your information:

Halifax Road Signal Station—2.40 p. m.
Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,

Assistant Adjutant-General

:

About half an hour aj^o two pieces of artillery passed to the left on the Boydton
plank road, and about 300 men moved back from the enemy’s skirmish line, goiu^’
toward his works left of the lead-works. The enemy’s works along the Boydton
plank road appear to have hut few men in them, and no tents as heretofore.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain, Signal Corps.

G. K. WAKPEIN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Reports just received from our extreme picket-posts state that all is

quiet in front. Enemy have not been seen since this morning on the
Reams’ Station road, and have only a picket in sight near tlie forks of

the other road, west.
G. K. WARREN^,

Major- General, Commandinfi.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864.

Brigadier-General Griffin,
Commandincf First Division:

General: The major-general commanding directs that your troops

be held in readiness for action at any moment, as they may be called

upon this morning.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. S. MARVIN, JPv.,

Assistant Adjutant' General,

55 R 11—VOI. XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16j 1861—7 a. m.

General Griffin:

If the enemy makes any serious demonstration to our left of your
position I wish you at once to make disposition to meet it and let me
know.

Kespectfully,

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16j 1804—9 a. m.

General Ayres:
Don’t give the enemy’s pickets any rest till they fall back and our

line is re-established. They may be getting batteries in position to

open in connection with an attack on the Avest and south later in the
day. We must get the earliest possible intelligence of them.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WARDEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Pifth Army Corps,
September 16^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Fifth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that Colonel Winthrop has
shoved out the picket-line, and it is established as before.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. B. AYRES,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

(Copies forwarded to General Humphreys and General Parke.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864. (Received 7 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Crawford,
Commanding Third Division, Fifth Army Corps

:

General : The major-general commanding directs that you hold your
troops in readiness for action at any moment they may be called upon
through the day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864.

General Humphreys:
1 have the honor to report that all was quiet on my front during tlie

l)ast twenty-four hours, excepting vsome skirmishing on the left, which
began about 7.30 a. m. It commenced on General Warren’s front and
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gradually extended to our line. The enemy advanced a line of skir-

mishers. T directed that our line be re enforced, if necessary, and line

maintained. The firing has ceased. IS'o change in position of enemy
opposite our cente'’ and left has been observed. Two vedettes Forty-
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers are reported missing. Probably de-

serted in the night, although no trace of arms or accouterments are to

be found. A f^eserter from the Thirty-fourth North Carolina, Scales’

brigade, came in about daylight this morning
5
conscrii^ted August G;

says that about 10 a. m. yesterday his division was moved to their

right; moved back in the evening to their old position; was posted as
vedette this a. m.

JNO. G. PAPKE,
3Iajor- General., Commanding.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864.

Maj or-General Warren :

Dispatch of 8.30 just rec^eived.* Tlie enemy has been pressing our
skirmish line on the left. I have directed it to be re-enforced, if neces-

sary, and held to the last.

JNO. G. PAPKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 16, 1864—10.10 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Army Corps

:

The left of my line was retired somewhat, but the division commander
reports that it has been advanced again in conjunction with the right
of your line.

JNO. G. PAPKE,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1861—7.40 a. m.

Brigad ier-General DAvies
,

Contmanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac :

Peports from General Kautz show a shai ]) attack on his line of iiickets
between Zion Church and the James Piver at daylight this morning,
in which at least two companies have been used up. Colonel Wil-
son, chief commissary of subsistence, reports that he is informed that
the large cattle herd near Coggins’ Point has been attacked and prob-
ably is now being driven off. The commanding general directs that
you get together all your available force and attack the parties and
endeavor to recover the cattle. You will leave the force you have on
picket.

A. A. IIIJMPHPEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Tlie oi)erator at Second (;ori)s head(piarters will send this l)y orderly
to General Davies, at General Gregg’s heachpiarters.

* See Warren to Humphreys and I’arke, p. 8G4.
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Sci)te7nher 16^ 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staf] Army of the Potomac:

General : TJ])on the information in your last communication,* I will

move all the available force of this division clown the Jerusalem plank
road, instructing General Kautz to move out in pursuit, with a view
to cutting them off between here and the river.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers.^ Comnumding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16^ 1861—10.15 a. m. (Received 10.30 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, near Williams'’ Honse

:

A brigade of infantry and a battery of artillery has been sent to

General Kautz. He reports that he will move with all his available
force against the enemy in the direction of Sycamore Church, leaving
the infantry at Prince George Court-House.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septe^nber 16, 1864—12 m. (Received 1 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Davies,
Coimnanding Cavalry:

General Hancock is directed to send a strong brigade of infantry and
a battery of artillery down the plank road as far as the branch road to

Reains^ Station to cover the flank and rear of your cavalry during its

operations. The commander will be directed to report to you if he
should find you

;
if not, to post his troo^is according to his own judg-

ment.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 16, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General; Your disiiatches have been received, and a later one from
General Kautz stating part of his picket-line has been cutoff'. 1 have
sent one brigade down the Jerusalem i)lauk road to cover it as far as

tlie Kottovvay River. With the otlier and Kautz’s command I shall

move through Prince George Court-House toward Cocke’s Mill, and
scour the country between the James and Blackwater.

Respectfully,
H. E, DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier: General, Commanding.

* See 9,20 a. m., p. 856.
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HEADQttARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
September 16^ 1864—3.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commandinfi Cavalry

:

(Through headquarters Second Corps.)

A dispatch from General Kautz, at Sycamore Church, at 12.30 p. m.,

states that the enemy’s cavalry passed through there with the cattle

about sunrise, taking the road leading south. The commanding gen-

eral considers that the cavalry force x>icketing between the plank road
and the Blackwater inay be withdrawn and united with your force in

Xuirsuit of the enemy. General Kautz is directed to that effect, but he
is so far off* that much delay would occur in waiting for it to be done
through him. You will i)lease have it done direct to save time. You
will, of course, call on the infantry brigade for supxiort should you
need it.

*

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—Any staff officer at General Davies’ headquarters will x^roceed

to carry out this order about the x)ickets if General Davies should be
absent.

A. A. H.,

Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
ProctoSs^ Jerusalem Pknih Boad, September 16, i364—10.30 p. m.

(Received 2 a. m. 17th.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff.

General: I reached this point at 12.30 p. m.
;
hence sent a brigade

down the Jerusalem ]dank road to intercex)t the enemy. 1 met them at a
X)oint about live miles hence, and drove them about a mile to the vicinity

of Hawkinsville, wliere they were found strongly xiosted behind earth-

works, and having in their front an inqiassable swamp. I moved down
the rest of my command to that x)oint on being informed that they were
in force, but found it im])ossible to dislodge them. 1 learned from a
Xirisoner that the force on my front was W. H. F. Lee’s division. From
wliat I learned of the movements of the cattle train and the time occu-

X)icd, I concluded it was useless to make further attenq^ts to recaxiture
on that road. 1 therefore returned to this XR>int, whence 1 sent a bri-

gade to Stony Creek to endeavor to intercexit the head of their column
by that route. 1 have had no communication with General Kautz, but
I have sent a staff* officer to ascertain his whereabouts and how he is

doing, with instructions, if he has no xn*osxiects of overtaking them
shortly, to return to Prince Georg(‘. Court-House.

Very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General., Commanding.
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Headquarters Second Division, Davalry Corps,
^September 1 6',

' 18()i .

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commandiiui Cavalnj Division :

General: 1 liave the honor to report that the enemy have opened
upon ns with their artillery; but one giin thus far has been discovered.
They seem to liave quite a strong position, but with some help we may
do something.

Very respectfully,

IT. C. WEIR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S.—They (enemy) still hold barricades,
posed to be Kautz, on the left.

We heard one shot, sup-

H. C. WEIR.

ITdqrs. Second Brio., Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
^eptemher 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second. Division^ Cavalry Corps

:

I have tiie honor to report all quiet along the line of Thirteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry. Captain Seip, commanding pickets Second
Pennsylvania Cavalry, furnishes the following:

Lieutenant Lyncli, on duty on the Lee’s Alill road, reports that all was quiet alonji;

liis line up to 4 o’clock this inorninfj'. A few rel)els made their appearance on his

extreme left. He observed signal-lights at 2 a. m. in a southeasterly direction.

There wa.s considerable liriug by Oeueral Kautz’s ])ickets some distance from his

lines. A few wagons were heard on the left of plank road. Nothing has been seen
or heard of the party of rebels that broke through (teneral Kautz’s command.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. SMITH,

Colonely Commanding Brigade.

[Iiulorsement.]

Headqitarters Second Division Cavalry,
September 16^ 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for information of the general commanding.
It is very quiet on right of my line.

' H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General of 1 "olunteers^ Commanding.

City Point, September 16, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

Hampton’s division, three brigades of cavalry, made an attack on our
left this morning and captured the cattle herd near Coggins’ Point.

It is thought at headquarters Army of the Potomac tliat City Point

may ])ossibly be attacked, and the question is askeu of Colonel Gates,

conunanding the ])ost, if there is any artillery here. There is none.

It is suggested by Colonel Parker, of General GranPs staff, that the

same be reported to you, and that a request be mane to have such dis-

l)osition made of the gun-boats as will remedy the want of artillery

here.

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel, Ac.
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][dqrs. Dept, of Ytrginia and North Carolina,
ISeptember 16^ 18()4. (Received 10.50 a. in.)

OoJonel Sharpe,
Frorost-Marshal-Gcneraly City ^Voint^ Va.

:

I liave sent a coiiy of your dispatcli about tlie probable attack at

City Point to Cajit. M. Smitli, U. S. Navy, up tlie river, and directed

General Grabain to move his army p;'un-boats now in the Appomattox
at once to City Point to co-operate in cas^e of an attack.

By order of Mnjor-General Butler:
GEO. A. KENSEL,

Acting Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
SejAember Id, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Nothing new on my line. The enemy have mounted a gun, appar-
ently an 8-inch columbiad, eu barbette, bearing on Redoubt No. 3.

Will try and dismount it during the moi ning.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 16^ 1864.

Br igadier-General Williams,
A ssistant Adjutan t- Gen era I

:

Another deserter says that during yesterday and last night regiments
were picked from Hoke’s division and marched to the left [of] our line

near Weldon railroad. He thought; that four regiments were taken.
Tliis was not substantiated by otlier deserter, but he seemed a bright
fellow and conhdent of fact. .

I). B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army (Jorps,

Before Betersbnrg^ TVc, September 16^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. Seth Williams,
Assistant Adjirhnit- General^ Army of the Potomac:

General: In re])ly to the circular from headquarters Army of the
Potomac, J have the honor to recommend that the redoubts on my line

be named, commencing on the right, McGilvery, Brooks, Plimidon,
Henderson—in honor of Lieutenant-Colonel McGilvery, chief of artillery

of the cor])s, Avho died Irom effects of wounds received at Deep Run,
August lb, 1804; of First Lieut. J. HoAvard Brooks, First New York
Engineers, killed August 5, 1804, while in i)erformance of his duty on
Redoubt No. 2; and of Lieutenant-Colonel Plimpton, Third New Ilam])-

shirc Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. T. A. Henderson, Seventh New Hanq)-
sliire Volunteers, both killed August 10, 1804, at the battle of D(‘ep
Run. These gentlemen have an unblemished reputation in the army,
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and their memories are deeply cherished by their brothers in arms, and
their iiames liave been selected with great nnanimity as to the peculiar
features and merit of the intended honor.

I am, general, yonr obedient servant,
D. B. lUEXEY,

Major- Gen era Z, (Urmnumding.

riDQRS. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Betershurg, IT/., Sejytemher 16^ 1864.

Capt. A. Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to report all quiet on the line of my com-
mand. No movements of imi)ortance, either ohensive or defensive,

liave been made from our lines, nor seem to have been from the enemy’s.
Tlie officer of the trenches reports : Nothing except the usual picket-

firing lias occurred during the night along the brigade.” No casualties

have occurred in the last twenty-four hours.
Bespectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. YOEIS,
Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers., Comdg. First Brigade.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., IOth Army Corps,
No. 1)5. ] Fear Betershurg, Ya., Septemher 16

j
1864.

* * ^ * * * *

VII. Col. Eufus Daggett, One hundred and seventeenth New York
Volunteers, will assume command of the First Brigade, Second Division,

during the temiiorary absence of Col. N. M. Curtis.*******
By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster

:

P. A. DAVIS,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeniher 16, 1864. (Sent 3.15 p. m.)

Major-General Gibbon,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps:

If any officers of high rank belonging to the Eighteenth Corps were
killed at Cold Harbor or Petersburg the commanding general desires

to have their names, in order to name three redoubts on our line around
Petersburg. These redoubts are on the front formerly occupied by tlie

Eighteenth Corps. Please let me have an early reply, as the list is full,

with the exception of the tliree mentioned.
A. A. HIBTIPIIEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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PlATCHEK^s, Va., ISeptemher 16, 1864.

(Received 10.05 p. m.)

]\Iajor-General Humphreys :

The only officer of high rank in this corps who has not a redoubt
named after him on this line is Gol. G. A. Stedman, Eleventh Connec-
ticut, mortally wounded Augusts, at Petersburg. I have the names of

several captains, which I can send, should you desire it.

JOIHSr GIBBON,
Major- General.

Butler’s Headquarters,
September 16, 1864.

Major-General Gibbon :

An order has been issued ordering the Twenty-second U. S. Colored
Troops to report to Major Ludlow, Dutch Gap. A copy will be sent

you.
R. S. DAVIS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 16, 1864—6 a. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Cavalry Division:

Captain : I have to report that my pickets have been driven baek
from their line from Mount Sinai Church to the Powliatan stage road,

and the commanding officer of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry
thinks quite a number of horses have been captured. There was an
attack on the line of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry last night, in

Avhich the force was estimated from thirty to seventy strong. The
present attack I do not yet consider serious, as the reserves have not
been disturbed yet. I think the attack is in retaliation for those we
killed the other day.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 16, 1864—7 a. ni.

Capt. IT. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- Gencral

:

Captain: The enemy have pushed in on the Powhatan stage road
and cut off the First District of Columbia Cavalry. We have had
no communication with them this morning. The tiring is quite lively

in the direction of the Powhatan stage road. A squadron of the Third
New York has just been sent out on the stage road and seems to have
found the rebels liolding the intrenchments at the cross-road of the
(Jity Point and Powhatan stage road. The tiring at present lias ceased,
ami Colonel Jacobs’ message says that ho had ordeuMl the enemy dis-

lodged. I am fearful that the First District of Columbia may be
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oiitra])pefl, as tlieir position lias always been an exposed one. Slionld
sneli prove the case, the enemy could best be intercepted on the
Jerusalem plank road on their l etnrn.

Very resiiectfnlly, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General^ Commandmg.

I send a dispatch just received. The firing is receding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Sejdemher 16, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomae :

General: The enemy have advanced to the cross-roads where the
Powhatan stage road and the Mount Sinai and City Point road cross.

They have thus cut off the Pirst District of Columbia Cavalry at

Sycamore Church. Citizens in from the vicinity of the picket-line say
the enemy have two pieces of artillery. A courier just in, who was
sent to communicate with the First District of Columbia Cavalry,
returns and reports that he could not get through, as he met three
companies of rebel cavalry on the road leading from Mount Sinai

Church to City Point. I have sent the Third Uew York- to ojieii com-
munication with the First District of Columbia Cavalry. The enemy’s
pickets have taken up posts in front of Mount Sinai Church. The line

to the west of Mount Sinai Church has not been molested since early

last night. I have communicated all I know up to the iiresent time to

General Gregg. It is needless to say that 1 have no force to resist a
serious attack. I believe the enemy to have planneTl tlie capture of the
First District of Columbia Cavalry, which I think was their object, and
I fear they have succeeded. The reports go to show that the entire

line was attacked about daylight froui about a mile east of Mount
Sinai Church to Sycamore Church.

Yerv respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST y. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General.

P. S.—There has been but very little firing since your staff officer

left here, and what has been heard seems to be receding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 16, 1864—8 a. in.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cara try JJivision

:

Hiive you heard from your regiment at Cocke’s Mill? Whatever
available force you have slionld be sent in that direction to attemi)t

the recovery of the cattle if ju acticable.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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8 A. M.

I liave sent you all tlie information I have received from the regi-

ment at Sycamore Clinrch. 1 hear the enemy’s artillery, Avliicli I Judge
to be at Green’s house, on the stage road.

Very respectfully,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 16, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Capt. n. C. Weir,
Assifitmit Adjntant-Oeneralj Second Cavalry Division:

Captain: The attack has developed itself as a foray on the cattle

herd and the First J^istrict of Columbia Cavalry, although nothing
definite has l)een heard from that direction, as tlie enemy liold the road
at Eollins’, and I hear the enemy’s artillery, which I Judge to be about
Green’s house, this side of Eollins’. The Third New York has been
sent down there to hold them in check, and if possible to drive them
back. The attack on the Phfth, Avhich Avas obscure as to place, I think
was near the railroad, and I Judge only to have been a demonstration
to draw attention from the attack on the cattle. I did not knoAV that
the cattle AAmre there until tliis morning. I still hold the line from a
mile or tAvo east of Mount Sinai Church to yonr line. Not more than
three companies have been reported at one place, but the attack AAais

general all along the line east of Mount Sinai Church. The enemy’s
pickets are in sight in front of Mount Sinai. I have sent all the infor-

mation 1 have to army headquarters. They have Just sent an infantry

brigade to report to me. I will push doAAui the PoAAdiatan road with
the caAmlry and le^w.e the infantry to hold Prince George Court-House.

Very resi)ectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- Gen cral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16, 1864—8.40 a. m.

P)rigadier-(teneral Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division :

Colonel Smyth, commanding Second DiAUsion, Second Corps, is

ordered to send yon a l)rigade of infantry immediately, and to hold the
remainder of his division ready to follow. General Hunt Avill send you
a battery of ai tillery. So far as you have learned, AAall the brigade be
sufficient for you to attack and driAm off* the enemy about Mount Zion
[SinaiJ Chnrcli, or Avill yon recpiiie the divisioiP? The whole division is

not more than 3,000 strong.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 16

,
1864—8.60 a. m.

Nfajor-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Yonr note of 8.40 a. m. has been received. I will leaA^e

the infantry brigade and th(‘ artillery at Prince George Court-House
and concentrate all the cavalry 1 can, and Avith a section 1 Avill push
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down to Sycamore Olinrcli, if possible. I cannot tell liow miicb force

the enemy liave, but I snsi)ect they must have two or three regiments.
I fear the enemy will be gone before I can get there, as I suspect the
whole movement to be the capture of the cattle and the First District

of Columbia Cavalry.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Septemher 16^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

General: The general commanding directs me to . say a dispatcn
from headquarters Army of the Potomac indicates that an attack has
been made on the cattle herd at Coggins’ Point. You will, after

strengthening your picket-line, send a strong x)arty to Cocke’s Mill to

obtain information, and follow to that x)oint with the rest of your com-
mand and attack the enemy, and delay their movements if jiracticable.

The Second Division will move to that xioint and be guided by what-
ever information you can obtain. Send rexiorts as often as you can
learn anything of consequence.

A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIK,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 16j 1864—9.15 a. m.

Capt. H. C. Vv^EiR,

Assistant Adjutant- General:

Captain: Your disx)atch has been received. I had already made
my arrangements to move down to Sycamore Church with the Third
New York and Eleventh Pennsylvania to try and communicate with
the First District of Columbia Cavalry. I have sent you all the infor-

mation I x^ossessed up to thexiresent time. I have no doubt the cattle

guard and the First District of Columbia Cavalry have been captured
or routed, as they were not calculated to offer much resistance, xiosted

as they were. I shall leave the Fifth Pennsylvania as it is. A brigade
of infantry will hold Prince George Court-House whilst I move down
the stage road.

Very resxmctfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 16

^
1864—10 a. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

A rei)ort from Colonel Sharpe, deputy x>rovost-marshal at City Point,

telegrax>hs that he has just received a x>i'isoner from Seventh Virginia
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Cavalry, who states that Hampton’s division, thr<‘e hi'igades, was cx)n-

eeutrated hist night, crossed Stony Creek, and moved on the shortest

line toward the Coggins Point.
A. A. HUMFEIKEYS,

Major- (icMeral and Chief of tStaff.

Rollins’ House, [September 16, 1864]—11.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomae :

General: Mr. Rollins informs me that Major Belclier stopped at his

house and said that their force was 14,000 strong; that they had cav-

alry and infantry; that they captured 2,400 head of cattle, and that the

I^irst District of Columbia Cavalry Imd escaped in the direction of Fort
l^owhatan. .Major Belcher is in command of the Mounted Home Guards.
Mr. Itollins says about 3,000 of the enemy passed his house toward
City Point and returned. A portion of tiie enemy’s force left tliis road
near liere going toward the Blackwater, said to be about a brigade. I

have not yet learned the road on which the main force passed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KxlUTZ,
Brigadier- General.

P. S.—I have only about 500 men and two pieces of artillery.

Headquarters,
Sycamore Church, September 16, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomae

:

General: General Hamj)ton has captured all the cattle and taken
them away on the road leading south from this point. I shall pursue
them and endeavor to annoy them as much as possible. About 450 of
the First District of Columbia Cavalry have been captured. About 400
are now collected here under Captain Speers, First District of Columbia
Cavalry. Four dead of his regiment are lying here, and he has also

about ten or more wounded. The attack was only to capture the cattle,

and they did not seem to care much for tjie prisoners. They have
several hours the start of me. The cattle left here about sunrise. I

do not think tliey can drive the cattle very far before they break down.
Majors Baker, Cloudman, and Captain Gregg, are reported captured.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- Genera 1.

Headquarters Army of the I^otomac,
September 16, 1864—3 p. m.

Brigad ier•General KAU tz,

Commanding Cavalry Division

:

Your report of 12.30 ]>. m. from Sycamore Church is received. The
commanding general thinks that as General Davies has moved down
the plank road in pursuit of the enemy, your force -picketing between
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the plank road and the Blackwater may be drawn in and sent to join
General Davies. Please have it done and orders issued for the prompt
movement of the force down the plank road to join General Davies, as
it can reach him more readily than yon. Yon had better direct the
brigade of infantry sent yon this morning to follow and support you.
1 Avill also notify the staff at General DuAues’ headquarters to draw in

your pickets betAveen plank road and BlackAvater and send them to Gen-
eral Davies; but I do not know that he has left any staff at his head-
quarters.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

A detachment of 500 cavalry, under the command of Major Van Rens-
sellaer (Sixth United States and Third Pennsylvania), part of provost-
marshal-generars force at City Point, has been ordered to follow and
join you.

• A. A. H.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September IGy 1864—3.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division.^ near Sycamore Church:

It was erroneously reported to me that the force under Major Van
Rensselaer was 500 strong. It is less than 100 strong, and the order to

it has been countermanded.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Brigade,
Alount Sinai Church., September 16, 1864.

Captain Asch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

The rebels have certainly been in our rear and up the stage road for

some distance. I can’t hear from Major Baker, and do not believe that
a messenger could get through. The rebel pickets are one-quarter of

a mile in advance of ours ou PoAvhatan road. The time of attack looks
more serious than anything that has yet occurred. Companies D and
B, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, liave lost nearly all their horses;

at least eighty, AA^e think. Captain Titus has about forty-five more at

the cross-road, but we have no men to send out on reconnaissance, and
really don’t knoAv Avliat the rebs are doing.

Yours,
WETHERILL,

Alajor.

Mount Sinai Church, September 16, 1864—5.15 a. m.

Major Wetherill,
Commanding Brigade

:

Major: I have just received a report that Comxianies B and D haA'e

been driven off' their x)osition and have fallen back toward E Company.
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The rei)ort Came from E Company by a sergeant. I have ordered Com-
pany M to go down immediately. Will let you know as soon as I get

more definite information. There has been no firing for fifteen minutes.
Itespectfully,

ERANKLIN A. STKATTOIS^,
Major, Commanding Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry.

All is quiet here. It hardly seems a serious attack. A man just in

from Captain McFarlan’s company says those two companies have been
driven back on the straight road (stage road) for a mile; thus therebs
are in between E and the old x)ost of E and B. Many horses are lost

in Companies D and B. The enemy are reported as coming up the
main road, this behind E, but I haven’t this certain.

[ludorseiueut.]

5.30 A. M.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Humifiireys for his informa-

tion.

The attack seems to be for some distance along the line.

Very respectfully,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- Getteral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 17, 1864—2 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant, »

Harper’’s Ferry

:

I send you the reports* of Generals Davies and Kautz, in command
of the cavalry sent in pm suit of the enemy, by which you will find the
enemy was prepared for any attempt on our part to recapture the cat-

tle. The distance to be marched—over fifteen miles in Davies’ case and
thirty in Kautz’s—would have prevented any infantry force from reach-
ing the scene of action in time. This consideration, together with the
undeveloped movements of the enemy toward his right and my left,

prevented me from detaching any considerable force of infantry to aid
in the attempt to recover the cattle. These movements have been i>re-

viously reported, being the moving of a considerable body of infantry
and artillery on theBoydton plank road on the 15th instant, the return
of which is as yet unknown. In addition, deserters, particularly one
from the north vside of the James, state it was reported by their offi-

cers Lee was making a great flank movement, and to-day Colonel Sharpe
sends information (dispatch transmitted) that the Government enqfioyes
in Ri(;hmond had been ordered to Petersburg. Yesterday I informed
you signal officers north of the Appomattox rei)orted the movement
into Petersburg of troops on the Richmond road, and a deserter stated
he had about tlie same time seen troops marching through Petersburg,
said to be part of Early’s forces, who, it was stated, had sent back (),()()0

troops. There may be nothing in all this, but so many reports from
different sourc.es would lead to the conclusion that some movement is

on foot—whether it be ofiensive, or whether it is, that seeing in our
journals the reports of large accessions daily received by this army,

* §ec pp. 891, sye.
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Lee is merely i)re[)ariug for an aiiticii)ate(l extension of our lines, I am
unable to say; but the existence of these reports and the movements
known liaA^e combined to produce caution on my j)art during’ your
absence. I deem it proper to call your attention to the small force of

cavalry under my command. For ordinary ])niT)oses, and were the
enemy without cavalry, it would be amide, but in the presence of the
enemy’s superior forces, this arm of the service is unable to accomplish
anything. In yesterday’s operations the lowest estimate of the enemy’s
forces made by prisoners and deserters is 0,000, and called suddenly, as
our troops were, without time to draw in pickets and detachments,
I question whether the combined commands that went in pursuit
amounted to 3,000. With this superiority, a knowledge of the country,

and preparations made to meet pursuit, it is hardly fair to expect much
more than what was accomplished, though 1 hoped the dilliculty of

driving the cattle and the chances of war might prove more favorable
to us. There is nothing else to report up to this hour.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General., Commanding.

P. S.—General Birney has just telegraphed that a deserter, in this

morning, reports Hoke’s diAusion AvithdraAvn from his front, and that it

has gone to General Lee at Beams’ Station. This may mean General
W. IL F. Lee, commanding cavalry, and to (?over the Avithdrawal of the
cavalry, or it may be part of an offensive movement.

[Iiiclosnre..]

City Point, September 17, 1864—1 p. m.

Major-Generaf Humphreats :

Yesterday evening the battalion of Government employes in Bich-
mond Avere ordered to assemble this morning Avith the understanding
that they Avould be sent to Petersburg, imports Avill shortly be sent
you.

SHABPE,
Colonel.

September 17, 1804,

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Deserters to-day from Wise’s and Bansom’s brigades, of Johnson’s
division, corroborate fully the information received yesterday of the
moA^ement of Hoke’s division to the right—sup])osed to Beams’ Station;
also movement of other troops from Hill’s corps. A large force of in-

fantry, at least four or fiA^e brigades, from some point north of the Appo-
mattox, x>assed through Petersburg on Wednesday eve and Thursday
morning last. Eight jirisoners sent in to-day from caAadry—represent-
ing that W. H. F. Lee’s and Butler’s divisions of cavalry and tAvo bat-
talions of artillery comprised the late raiding party, Hampton in com-
mand and W, H, F, Lee holding plank road to save their being (*ut off,

J. C. B[ABCOCK].
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Headquarters Army of tub Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

SeiHemher 17^ 1861,

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Tlie following prisoners of war have bee]i forwarded:
One from the Third North Carolina Cavalry, Barringer’s brigade, W.
H. E. Lee’s division

5
three from the Fiftli North Carolina Cavalry, Ihir-

ringer’s brigade, W. H. E. Lee’s division, taken near Lector’s house, on
the Jerusalem plank road; also forwarded from Kautz’s division, two
from McGregor’s battery, Stuart Horse Artillery; one from Second
North Carolina Cavalry, Barringer’s brigade, W. H. E. Lee’s division;

one from Jelf. Davis Legion, Young’s brigade, Butler’s division; eight
in all. Erom them we learn that the force sent out to capture the cattle

herd amounted to two divisions and two batteries of artillery. The
divisions were W. H. E. Lee’s and Butler’s; the batteries, McGregor’s,
two guns, and Bearing’s, four guns. Part of W. H. F. Lee’s division

was left near Lee’s Mill, on the Jerusalem plank road, to protect But-
ler’s division from being cut off by any force of ours advancing on that
road. All agree that no infantry accompanied the expedition. They
all desire to be exchanged.

Very resT)ectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Department,

September 17, 1861.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff

:

General : Two deserters have just been forwarded from the head-
quarters Tenth Army Corps, one from the Forty-sixth Virginia, Wise’s
brigade, the other from Kansom’s brigade. Forty-ninth North Carolina
Begiment, both of Bushrod Johnson’s division. They came into our
lines early this a. m. Their information corroborates that received
yesterday regarding the withdrawal of Hoke’s division, and the exten-
sion of Johnson’s division from the Burnside mine to the Apx)omattox.
It was generally understood that three divisions had been sent down
the Weldon road, some thought to Kearns’ Station. They state that a
member of their division saw three or four brigades in Petersburg last

AVednesday night that had just come from some place north of the
Appomattox Kiver. They have no further information of any impor-
tance.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

Septemher 17, 1861.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General: Our men returned from over the river this morning, hav-
ing during th(‘. night met two of our agents who left Kichmond yester-

day, from one of whom eleven refugees from Kichmond Avere received
and brought within our lines. The refugees left Kichmond last even-
ing after dark. The other agent S])oken of left Kichmond in the morn-
ing, and from the agents and refuge(‘s the following information is

obtained: The rumors about tlie evacuation of Petersburg were quite

50 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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as extensive as heretofore reported, and a\ ere believed by the people at
large. One of our agents, an intelligent man, having more than ordi-

nary facilities, sends me word that such a move was really contem-
plated

5
that it was intended to withdraw the enemy’s lines about eight

miles, or to the neighborhood of Proctor’s Creek, thereby making a line

which would be shorter, and by holding it Avith less troops Avould
enable them to dispose of some by sending them to North Carolina.
It is not known why it is talked of sending troops to North Carolina,
but there Avas such a report, and people generally understand that a
division has been held in readiness to go south, and one of the refugees
tells me that he had it from personal friends, haAung relatives in

Pickett’s diAusion, who received letters from their friends in the division,

saying that night before last Pickett Avas to leave and go south, either

to North Carolina or Georgia. One of the agents spoken of also sends
me AAmrd that Pickett’s division had left. Last night the difitei*ent bat-

talions composed oT Government AAmrkmen Avere called out. This is no
longer done by the ringing of the bell, as used to be the case, but the
sergeants of the diferent companies notify the members. Upon
assembling last evening they again dispersed, after receiving orders to

reassemble this morning, and it AAms understood that they AAumld be
taken to the lines about Petersburg to remain there a short time.

Nothing is knoAvn in Pichmond of the return of any part of Early’s
forces from the A^alley. It is not expected that any portion of Hood’s
army Avill be sent this AAmy; but, on the contrary, it is believed that it

Avill be necessary to re-enibrce Hood. Pations are issued to the men in

the different Government factories. Week before last no meat an us
issued to them, and this lasted for ten da^s. During that time also the
negroes employed by the Government could get no rations, and it aauis

Avith difficulty that they were kept at Avork. There is said to be a great
AA iint of iron for the manufacture of guns, and in the factory of Josejih

P. Anderson, the largest manufacturer in Pichmond, no iron suitable

for making nails or spikes has been on hand for tAvo Aveeks past.

Negroes are employed in gathering scrap iron Avherever it may be found.
Provisions are again advancing, and women and non -producers can get
permission to go North by crossing the loAver Pappahannock and Ihito-

mac, and it is said that the blockade is continually run in that direction.

Files of Pichmond pa])ers of yesterday are inclosed.

Very respectfully, your obedient serA^ant,

GEOPGE H. SHAPPE,
Colonely the.

Note.—Tlie infantry seen jiassing through Petersburg day before
yesU'rday by deserters may hawe been Pickett’s division, as it Acas

stated it came from the north side of the Appomattox.

Head(^uarteiis Ar3IY of tue Potomac,
ISeptember 17

j
ISOI.

Major-General Humpureys,
Chief of Staff:

A battery of six pieces of artillery, heretofore lying in the vicinity

of Whitehead’s Factory, moved this morning on the roatl toAvard Pich-

mond.
A"ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. F. FISHEP,
Major and Chief Siejnal Officer.



Chat. LIV.] COREESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 883

Walthall Station, l:^cptemhcr 17, 1861—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief tSifinal Officer:

The following was intercepted :

10 A. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

Ten wagons passed on road rear of Battery 5, going toward enemy’s front in

Prince George. Twelve wagons passed on the road going toward Col)b’s.

J
. 0 . E

.

,

J/ I).

(Same to A. B.)
11.05 A. M.

Colonel B[kent]:

At 10.50 a steamer came up the river and hove to al)ove i)ontoon.
J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
ISergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
iScptcnibcr 17, 1861—6 p. tn.

Major Fisher,
Chi(f Signal Officer:

The folloAving was intercepted:
12 M.

Colonel B[hent] :

A train of Avagons passed rear of Battery 5, going toward enemy’s front in Prince
George.

J. Q. E.,

At J).

(Same to A. B.)
1.30 p. M.

Colonel B[kent]:

A train of seventeen Avagons passed rear of Battery 5, going toward enemy’s Iront
in Prince George.

J. Q. ETHEREDGE,
At I).

(Same to A. B.)

M. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthai.l Signal Station,
September 17, 1861—6 p. m.

Major I'lSHER,

Chief Signal Officer:

All cpiiet this p. in. Have not been able to learn anything more from
enemy’s works near lead mines. The following was just intercepted:

Colonel B
I
KENT]:

All <ini<!t this ]». m. Gun-boat above X)outoon. Change tlie time to 5.50.

.1. A. S.,

At C.

11. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

(Same to A. B.)
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 17^ 1864.

' Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch from plank road signal station is

respectfully forwarded

:

At 4.15 p. m. ail extensive movement of the enemy toward onr right was made
apparent hy a very heavy cloud of dust to the left of lead-works and beyond the river.

The main movement was on a concealed road, and such bodies as moved on tlie road
in sight Avere most of the time concealed by the dust. It lifted, however, long
enough for me to see two batteries of artillery pass. The column was an hour in

passing.
THICKSTUN,

Captain, Signal Corps.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. P. nSHEB,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 17, 1864.

Major Fisher:
The camp of enemy to left and west of Whitehead’s Factory has been

removed thisp. m.
;
an artillery camp in same vicinity also disappeared.

A camp, apparently hospital, still farther west and across Richmond
pike, has also been removed some time during day; cannot say what
course they have taken. Dust west of city about same as iirevious

three or four days. Ordinary working parties are on new fort; also

small party on batteries west by southwest of station.

JORDAN.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 17, 1864—9 a. m.

General Humphreys:
General : No changes have been made on General Mott’s lines since

yesterday’s report. The usual picket-tiring continues. One brigade of

the Second Division of this corps reported to General Kautz yester-

day morning at Prince George Court-House; a brigade and one battery
of the Second Division occupies the fort near the Norfolk road; one
brigade of the First Division and one battery sent to report yesterday
to General Davies at the junction of the Reams’ Station and iilank
road; one brigade and one battery of the First Division occupies the
works in front of the Finn house on the plank road; my pickets cover
the front between the plank road and the Blackwater.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General,

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 17, 1864—9.45 a. m.

General Humphreys:
General Miles informs me that Colonel Wilson, commanding the

brigade of the First Division of the Second Corps at the junction of
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,
tlie Eeams’ Station and jilank road, liad not reported to General Davies
late last night, not having been able to find him. General Miles has
sent a statf officer this morning to find General Davies and to report

the position of the brigade to him.
WINFD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 17, 1801—10.40 a. m. (Received 10.50 a. m.)"

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second. Corps:

Yonr dispatch of 9.45 a. m. received. General Davies knew the bri-

gade was at the intersection of the Reams’ Station road. A dispatch
was received from him dated 10.30 p. m. He had come np to the enemy
crossing the i^lank road twelve miles beyond the Williams house. They
were strongly posted and he could not dislodge them. He had sent a
brigade to endeavor to reach round to the right and strike the head of

the column. •

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 17, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Tlie cavalry is in and the infantry is following on the plank road.
I should be pleased to know your intentions concerning the brigades at

the Finn house and at the fort on the Norfolk road at your convenience.
If the brigade of infantry at Prince George is to remain there I should
like to be informed, so that proper arrangements can be made by them
for a sojourn

j
and while they are there I desire to know if they remain

under the orders of General Kautz, so that there may be no confusion.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 17, 1864—1.05 p. m. (Received 1.15 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

I was about telegraphing you when your dispatch was received. The
commanding general thinks the brigade at Finn’s may be withdrawn
to its former position. The brigade on the Norfolk road and artillery

there he prefers should remain, as they are available at that place as
reserves for the front line. The brigade at Prince George Court-House
should also remain there for the present, as a redoubt is to be thrown
np at tiiat place. This brigade will be under the orders of the division
commander, and not under those of General Kautz; it should be con-
sidered part of the reserve force as regards the Iront line.

A. A. HUMIMIREYS,
Major- Gerieral and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Potomac:

General : I consider it of the highest imiiortance that as many as
possible of the officers of the Second Corps now absent who are able
to ])erform duty in the field be returned at once. As an example show-
ing deficiency of officers of tlie Second Corps, the First Division, com-
])risiug twenty-six regiments or battalions, lias only 140 officers present,
including field, stafi*, and line. The Second Corps cannot be relied

ni)on tor great service without its officers, the best of whom, with few
excei)tions, are absent. With good officers to have commanded the
men 1 (ionld have won a decided victory at Beams’ Station, aside from
other considerations. Tlie failure to perform all that lm,s been de-

manded of the troops of this command lately has been owing to the
great deficiency in this respect. If the Second Corps, after its great
losses, is to be relied upon as a xiower this fall it can. only fulfill exxiec-

tations by giving it its best officers. A very large xmoxiortion of the
additions being made to the command consists of new men, who recpiire

instruction, discipline, and exiT^ip^le.

I am, sir, very resxiectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Alajor- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Heptemher 17, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac:

General: 1 have the honor to recommend the following-named offi-

cei'S for x)romotiou by brevet or otherwise. The two first named were
omitted from the list xn'eviously sent:

First. Brig. Gen. A. S. Webb—for distinguished conduct at Gettys-
burg, where he was slightly wounded; at Bristoe Station, October 14,

ISdd; at the battle ot the Wilderness, and at Sxiotsylvania, May 1-},

where he was severely wounded. To date bom day of axipointment.
Second. Col. G. N. Macy, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers—for

distinguished conduct at the battle of the Wilderness, and at Deei> Bot-

tom, August 14, while commanding his brigade in an assault on the
enemy’s works. This officer lost an arm at Gettysburg, returned to his

commaml when the army moved from its winter camii, was severely
wounded in the battle of the Wilderness, returned to his command
August 12, 18()4, and was again wounded August 14, 18(14. To date
August 14, 1804.

Third. Maj. John G. Hazard, First Bhode Island Light Artillery

—

for distinguished services and good conduct throughout the campaign,
esx)ecially at Cold Harbor, Va. To date June 8, 1804.

STAFF OF MAJOR-GENERAL HANCOCK.

First. Lieut. Col. C. H. Morgan, assistant insxiector-general, chief of

staff—for distinguished and valuable services throughout the cam-
paign, esxiecially at the Wilderness, and at Sxiotsylvania, May 12.

Brevet colonel from May 0, ami brevet brigadier-general from May 12,
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18G4. This officer has been chief of staff of the corps since the fall of

ISGIJ, and has been present in all the actions in which the corps has
been engaged. He has been several times recommended for ai)point-

ment as brigadier-general for distinguished service.

Second. Lient. Ool. Francis A. Walker, assistant adjutant-general

—

for distinguished service and good conduct throughout the campaign.
This officer has been assistant adjutant general of the corps since the
fall of 1802. He was wounded at Chancellorsville and taken prisoner at

Kearns’ Station, August 25. To date from August 25, 1804.

Third. Maj. William G. Mitchell, aide-de-camp—for meritorious and
distinguished conduct and for gallantry in action, especially at the
Wilderness May 0, and at Spotsylvania May 12, 1804. Brevet lieu-

tenant-colonel to date from May 0, and brevet-colonel from May 12.

This officer has been with me as senior aide since the beginning of the
war, and has distinguished himself in every battle in which I have been
engaged.
Fourth. Capt. 1. B. Parker, aide-de-camp—for gallantry and good

conduct throughout the campaign. This officer was wounded at the
first Fredericksburg, and has been with me iu every important engage-
ment in which I have taken part since the war. To date May 0.

Fifth. Capt. W. H. W. Miller, aide-de-cami)—for gallantry and good
conduct throughout the campaign. This officer was wounded at the first

FrederickvSburg, and twice wounded at Gettysburg. He has been with
me in all engagements vsince Antietam. Previous to this he was on the
staff of Major-General Kichardson. To date May 12, 1804.

Sixth. Surg. A. N. Dougherty, medical director—for untiring devo-
tion to the duties of his profession and for his bravery on the field.

This officer was wounded at the Po, May 10, 1804. To date May 10,

1804.

Seventh. Cai3t. H. H. Bingham, One hundred and fortieth Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, and judge advocate Second Army Oorx)S—for good
conduct and conspicuous gallantry, especially at the Wilderness, May
(), 1804, when he collected a considerable party of stragglers and led
tliem against the enemy with marked gallantry; and at Spotsylvania,
May 12, where he voluntarily took i)art with his regiment in the
assault and was wounded. He was also wounded at Gettysburg. To
date May 0, 1804.

Eighth. Capt. W. P. Wilson, One hundred and forty-eighth Penn-
sylvania Volunteers—for gallantry and good conduct throughout the
campaign, esj^ecially at the Wilderness, at Spotsylvania, and Kearns’
Station, August 25. To date May 12, 1804.

Nintli. Asst. Surg. Charles Smart^—for attention to the duties of his

profession and for service on the field. To date from day of appoint-
ment.
The dates of the above appointments have been arranged as in my

o])inion the officers should take rank, and in accordance with the just
claims of the different officers for advancement.

STAFF OF THE FIRST DIVISION.

Capt. Silas J. Marlin, One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, and division inspector—for gallantry at Kearns’ Station,
August 25, and at other actions during the campaign.

Capt. William K. Driver, assistant adjutant-general of volunteei's

—

for gallantry at Kearns’ Station, August 25.
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Oapt. Nathan Oliurcli, Twenty-sixth Michigan Volunteers, and bri-

gade inspector First Brigade, First Division—for gallantry in action
before Petersburg, June IG.

First Lieut. John D. Black, One hundred and forty-fifth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, aide-de-camp—for gallantry at Beams’ Station, August 25,
18G4.

First Lieut. John B. Hallenbeck, Sixty-first Pennsylvania [New York]
Abdniiteers, aide-de-camp. First Brigade, First Division—for gallantry
in action before Petersburg, Va., June IG, 18G4.

* STAFF OF THE SECOND DIVISION.

Oapt. A. Henry Embler, aide-de-camp and commissary of musters

—

for gallant and meritorious conduct during the campaign. To date
August 25, 18G4.

Lieut. Edward M. Dii Bois—for gallant services at the battles of the
Wilderness and Spotsylvania. To rank from May 18, 18G4.

A few recommendations have been received from the Third Division
of the corps, but the list requires investigation, which I have not time
to give and include the list in this report, and I therefore postpone the
matter for a subsequent rei)ort.

‘

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 30. ] Before Petersburg., Septemher 17, 1864.

The major-general commanding takes great pleasure in expressing to

the command his gratification with the good conduct of the troops
engaged in the successful affair of the morning of the 10th instant,

resulting in the dislodgment and capture of a considerable j)ortion of
the enemy’s i)icket-line, which had for a long time been in too close

proximity to our lines. The troops immediately engaged were the
Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Biles commanding;
and the Twentieth IndianaVolunteers and the Second IJ. S. Sbarpshoot-
ers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Meikel, all of General De Trobriand’s bri-

gade, of Mott’s division. To General Mott, who directed the whole
operation, and to General De Trobriaud, who was particularly charged
with its execution, and to the officers and men of the regiments men-
tioned, the thanks of the major-general are accorded. Great credit is

also due to Capt. H. G. Harrower, Eighty-sixth New York Volunteers,
commanding the picket during the following night, under whose direc-

tion the new line was strengthened and properly connected. The major-
general commanding sincerely regrets the death of Lieutenant-Colonel
Meikel, Twentieth Indiana, and Lieutenant Ellsler, Ninety-ninth Penn-
sylvania Volunteers

; also the wounding and death of a number of brave
officers and enlisted men. Those men who became detpched during the
night, remaining among the enemy’s pickets during the following day,
refusing to surrender, and returning to their command at night, are
thought worthy of i)articular mention.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

W. V. WILSON,
Captain and Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Se])tember 17

j
1861.

Brigadier-General Miles,
Commanding First Division

:

General: The major-general commanding desires me to say that
you can draw in the brigade from the Finn house as soon as convenient
and let it return to its old camp.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,

Caidain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
SexJtemher 17

^
1864.

COMMANDINO OFFICER FiRST BRIGADE:
Sir : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you have a suf-

hcient number of regiments from your brigade to number 800 muskets
in readiness to move at dark to the place occupied by a portion of your
brigade on Monday night, where the troops will bivouac until sunrise.

A staff officer from these headquarters will be at your headquarters at
dark and will conduct the troops.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. 11. DPIYEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 17 1864—9.30 a. m.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that everything was very quiet during the
night, a little picket-firing excepted.
By command of Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren:

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistan t Adjutaiit- Genera 1.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 17, 1864—12 m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

In the temporary absence of General Warren, I send you the follow-
iiig just received. I have also heard from an officer of the Sixth Ohio
Cavalry that about daybreak this morning cattle were heard by the
cavalry pickets passing Eeams’ Station. The voices of the men driv-
ing the cattle were distinctly heard. At the same time the enemy^s
cavalry formed a skirmish line extending along the front of the cavalry
pickets toward the i)lank road, evidently to cover the bringing off* of
the cattle

:

Camp First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry Battalion,
September 17, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Maj. R. .1 . Falls,
CommanduKf First Pennsylvania Vetej'an Cavalry Battalion :

Ma.jor; I have the honor to report tliat in obedience to your orders I went to the
cavalry line of the pickiits on the Rtiams’ Station road, and from Lieutenant Cornell,
First New Jersey Regiment, learned that a force of about twenty-live men, one-half
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ortliereahonts (lismoHiited, appeai;ed on his front and fired on his advance posts.
His pickets hied and fell back 300 yards, when they were re-enforced by Iheutenant
Cornell, and in turn drove the enemy back and established his lines as formerly, since
which time all has been quiet and no enemy visible. This attack occurred about
7.30 a.m. A young contraband at Lieutenant Corneirs headquarters came in pre-
vious to this attack and reports two brigades of the enemy’s infantry in the vicinity
of Reams’ Station.

HIRAM PLATT,
First Lieuienant, Commanding/ Comjjany J).

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry Battalion,
September 17, 18G4.

Respectfully referred to Colonel Locke, assistant adjutant-general and chief of
staff, as the report of the officer sent out by me in compliance with your note of 10
a. m.

R. J. FALLS,
Major, Commanding First Pennsylvania Cavalry Battalion.

Respectfully^
F. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

ITEADQI' ARTERS FiFTH ArMY CORPS,
tieptember 17^1864—2.15 p. m.

(xeiieral TTempiireys,
Ghief of Staff:

General : I have just sent in two deserters from the Eighth Georgia,
wdio can give you a great deal of information. Tlieir homes are near
Atlanta. They say all tlie cavalry was sent olf yesterday to Hampton

5

that they were under arms all day yesterday and night before, expecting
attack from us; that they don’t think there is any idea of attacking us;

that they know Kershaw’s division has returned from the A^alley, bnt
think no other of hlarly’s troops.

Kespectfully,

G. K. WARREK,
Major- General.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 17

^
18b'4—J’p. m.

The above,just received, is sent and attention called to the statement
of the return of Kershaw’s division.

GE(3. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Halifax Road Signal Station,
September 17, 1854—5.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Locke,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

A body of cavalry, half an hour in passing, has just passed a point
on Boydton jilank road two miles left of toll-gate, going toward our
right. No unusual activity in the enemy’s works along the Boydton
plank road.

CHAS. L. DAYIS,
Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. Army. .
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Headquarters Njntii Army Corps,
September 17, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report all quiet on my front during the last

twenty-four hours.
JISTO. G. PAEKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 17, 1864—3.45 a. m.

B rigad ier-General DAvie s,

Commandinfi Cavalry

:

General: Your dispatch of 10.30 p. m. lOtli is received. When
last heard of General Kantz, at about 4 or 5 p. m., was ten miles beyond
Sycamore Church on the route taken by the enemy; he was still fol-

lowing. The commanding general directs me to say that no effort should
be spared to recaptui-e the cattle so long as there is any chance left to

do so. When, in your judgment, notliing further can be done, you can
return. General Kautz will probably be up to the rear of the enemy
by morning.

A. A. HHMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
September 17, 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: I have arrived in camp with the Second Division, having
concluded that nothing more could be done, witii a view to recovering
the stolen cattle. The force sent toward Stony Creek and to the rail-

road last night succeeded in reaching tlie railroad a little after daylight
this morning. Colonel Smith, commanding, found the enemy on both
roads. On the Stony Creek road he lound the enemy in considerable
force, so much so as not to justify exi)osing the command to the risk of
being cut olf. 1 learned from a contrabaml that the cattle were taken
over the Nottoway yesterday afternoon. The enemy’s intention was
evid(mtly to take them to tlieir lines by a circuitous route and keeping
a hu ge force of cavalry between us and them. The loss in my com-
mand (Second Division) is about 25 killed, wounded, and missing. The
otlicer sent to communicate with General Kantz has not yet returned
and L have had no l eport from him since I left camp. 1 will report in

])erson at your h(‘.ad<piarters in a few hours.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

P. S.—All (piiet along my ])icket-line.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Va. and N. G.,

No. 256. ) lu the Fields Septemher 17, 1864.
* * * * * * #

XVIII. Brig. Geii. A. Ames is hereby granted a leave of absence
for twenty days, commencing Monday, September 19, 1864.
XIX. Brig. Gen. 0. A. Heckman is hereby temporarily assigned to

the command of the Second Division, Eighteenth Army Cories.*#**#*#
By command of Major-General Butler:

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and. Assistant Adjutant- General.

In the Field, 8ieptemher 17^ 1864—3.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Baltimore

:

(Care of Major-General Wallace.)

All is quiet along the entire line. Yesterday afternoon three bri-

gades of Hampton’s cavalry turned our left and struck cattle corral

about seven miles below City Point
j
captured about 2,000 head of cat-

tle and our telegraph construction party. A cavalry force was sent
out to cut them off; also, Hancock moved to intercept them with a
division of infantry. The result is not yet known. Rumor is that the
cattle are recaptured. They broke the telegraph line, so that we send
to Powhatan. Will advise further through General Wallace to send
you at Burlington. The line will be repaired this evening.

BEXJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- Geiieralj Commanding.

In the Field, 81eptemher 17^ 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

Have you any information concerning the captured cattle or move-
ments on the left“^

BEXJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSeptember 17^ 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
Your dispatch of 4.30 received. The cavalry which I sent in pursuit

of the captured cattle has returned, having found all avenues of a])proach

so strongly held by the enemy as to prevent any attempt on their i)art

to recover the cattle. The enemy have been moving their troops to our
left, but wliether for offensive purposes or to resist an anticipated attack
on our part it is impossible to make out. Our lines, with the exception
of the cavalry raid yesterday, have been undisturbed.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 17, 1864.

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The following message has just been received from Spring

Hill station:

About 500 infantrv are passiua; inside enemy’s works toward our right.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant, Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
September 17, 1864. (Received 3.23 p. m.)

Colonel Sharpe,
City Pomt, Va. :

A deserter from the Eighteenth Virginia, Hunton-s brigade, Pickett’s

division, reports no change nor appearance of change in our front.

Says the men are digging wells, building huts, and matters progress
])recisely as they have for a month back. No orders for rations have
been given to indicate a movement, and no rumors to that effect. The
informant says lie lives in Petersburg and was in the city on a visit

Friday. He is conffdent that Hoke’s division passed toward their right

on that day and the day before. He says that a lieutenant in that

division, connected with the division hospital, told him that Grant’s
cavalry had crossed the AVeldon road toward the Lynchburg with the
intention of cutting it, and Hoke’s division was sent to prevent that

result. A deserter from Thomas’ brigade, Wilcox’s division, that had
the right of Pickett’s line, says that there was a rumor in his brigade
that a North Carolina brigade, cut np in the late fights, was to relieve

them and they go to Petersburg. His colonel remarked this in his

hearing. Both of these men are very intelligent. A couple of refugees
from Eichmondsay that there are no indications of Early’s moving, and
that matters in Eichmond are unchanged. You may be assured, col-

onel, that I will use the utmost vigilance to discover any movement
of the enemy, and make thorough examination of all deserters and for-

ward you prompt information. Deserters and refugees all say that
the impression is that Grant is heavily re-enforced, and that nothing
but defensive movements are anticipated on the part of General Lee.

FEED. L. MANNING,
Captain and Aide de Camp.

Headquarters,
September 17, 1864. (Received 9.20 ji. m.)

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point, Ya.

:

The three brigades still occupy the north bank of the James—Ben-
ning’s, Gregg’s, and Hughs’ (Tennessee) brigades, with some cavalry.
Lieutenant IJavenport has returned.

FEED. L. MANNING,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
ISeptemher 17^ 1S64. (Eeceived D.liO a. m.)

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutafit- General

:

Notliiiig of importance on my line. Tlie enemy opened a very brisk
artillery fire yesterday morning. I liave lost heavily during past week
with regiments’ time exifiring; two more are mustered out to-day. I

have just received an order to send Twenty-second U. 8. Colored Troo])S

to Dutch Gap. I would ask to be relieved of all the line to left of tlie

Hare house. My line is becoming very thin and weak.
D. B. BIKNEY,

Major- General,

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
/September 17

^
1861—2 p, m. (Eeceived 2.30 p. m.)

Major-General Btrney,
Commandinij Tenth Corps :

The commanding general has requested me to rej)ly to your disi)at(*h

to General Williams, and to say that he cannot relieve you from any
part of the line now held by you. tJeneral Mott, Avith a division of

about 5,000 men, holds iutrenchments of about the same extent as those
you hold Avith about double the force. The Second Division of the
Second Cori)S, camped near the Avery house and still farther to the
rear, is considered as forming a reserve for your corps as Avell as for

Mott’s division. Since the enemy lias AvitlidraAvn a. diAision from your
front there is no indication of an intention to attack there. If an
attack is contemplated by him it Avill probably be on the rear of our
left. He is apparently concentrating on his right.

A. A. HUxMPHEEYS,
.

' M((jor-General and- Chief of SUtff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
/September 17, 1861.

Brigadier-General Williams.
Assistant A dj ii tant- Genera I

:

Hoke’s division has been withdrawn from my front. Bushrod
Johnson covers front, occupied formerly by the two divisions. Desert-

ers say that he has gone toward Eeains’ Station to General Lee.
D. B. BIENPW,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the IhiTOMAC,
/September 17, 1861—7.10 p. m. (Eeceived 8 !>. m.)

^1 ajor-Gen era 1 1 > irney ,

Commanding Tenth Corps ^

I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say that an
order from you has been referred to him directing changes in jiosition

of the siege guns, and that he has suspended the order until he can
learn from you the objects proposed to be obtained in making the
changes. The ])osition of the siege guns has always been determined
at these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of iSiaff.
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Headouarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 17^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

My indorsement on paper of (xeneral Hunt, returned to-niglit, ex-

plains tliat I was ignorant of the direct charge of siege guns by Gen-
eral Hunt. I immediately revoked the order as to the two Parrott

gnus that I ordered moved from the rear, and entirely disclaim all

desire of interfering with General Hunt’s duties. I regret that T was
not advised of the orders in the matter.

\). 13. BIRNEY,
31ajor- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 128. ) Before Petersburg., IT/., September 17, 1864.

1. The trooi)S composing the present Third Division will hereafter
compose the First Brigade, Third Division. Any general staff officers

on duty with the Third Division wlio would be supernumerary in the
brigade organization will report for assignment to the chief of their

respective departments at these headquarters. This brigade will be
treated as a separate brigade and report directly to these headquarters.

2. Pursuant to instructions from department headquarters, the com-
manding officer of the Twenty-second IT. S. Colored Troops will report

with his regiment to Major Ludlow, aide-de-camp, at Dutch Gap.##***#*
By command of Major-General Birney

:

CHAS. H. GRAVES,
Assista'tit Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Lihht Artillery Brio., Tenth Army Ccrps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 17, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : The only thing I have to report this morning is the expend-
iture of 281 rounds of ammunition, fired at the enemy’s works with good
effect. Six light 12 pounders (Langdon’s battery) Avere last night
l)laced in the new redoubt on the right of General Terry’s line, and
three light 12-pounders (Warren’s) in the inclosed work at the Hare
house. There are now ten light 12-])ounders bi reserv(‘.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. 11. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector-General and Chief of Artillery.

Hdqrs. First. Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg

,
Va., September 17, 1864.

Capt. A. TePvRY,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain: I have the honor to report all /piiet in Yoiit of my lines
this morning. The reserves remain as at yesterday’s report. The
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Eighty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers will be relieved temporarily by
the Sixty- second Ohio Anohinteers. The ofiicer of the trenches reports

:

Nothing nnnsual occurred during last niglit and everything aeeins quiet this morn-
ing. The little liring done hy our luen last night was caused by the enemy getting
up on the top of his high works at the old fort and liring down on our men in the
trenches, making it (juite unsafe. I 8tox)j)ed the fire as soon as 1 ascertained our
men were doing it.

No casualties have occurred.
Pespectfnlly, your obedient servant,

A. C. YOKIS,
Colonel ^^ixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg^ Vn., September 17, 1864.

Lient. Col. Ed.' W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that during the past twenty-
four hours the lines of the First Brigade have been extended to the
railroad, and the lines of the Second Brigade and Third Brigade con-

tracted, owing to the decrease in number consequent on the with-

drawal of parties of the Forty-eighth New York and Fourth New
Plampshire Volunteers whose terms of service have expired. All avail-

able men.have been engaged on fatigue, either during the day or night,

at work on the inclosed works on the riglit, the second line on the
line of the Second and Third Brigades, and in strengthening the front

line on the left of the railroad.

Very respectfully,

K. S. FOSTEK,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

General Orders, / Hdqrs. Third Div., 10th Army Corps,
No. 4. ) Before Petersburg, Va., September 17, 1864.

In obedience to order from headquarters Tenth Army Corps, the
troops composing the Third Division will hereafter compose the iFirst

Brigade, Third Division. All regimental reports will hereafter be
made direct to these headquarters. The officers comiiosing the former
brigade staff a\ ill report at once to their regiments for duty.
By command of Col. F. B. Pond:

M. BAILEY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Baxters Mill, September 17, 1864.

Major-General HumphreY s.

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomae

:

General: I have returned thus far from the pursuit of Hampton’s
forces. I followed him to the Jerusalem plank road, ami my advance
skirmished last night with Avhat I ])resumed to be his rear guard for

some time. I thought it possible it might be Gregg’s forces and fell
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back about two miles. This morning’ I sent a scout to the plank road
and found no enemy. As we did not prepare for an expedition, most
of the men having been turned out yesterday morning to repel the
enemy hastily and belbre they had breakfast, 1 deemed it prudent to

return, as tlie enemy must have reached his own lines early this morn-
ing. He drove the cattle more than thirty miles and very few were
left on the road. 1 was disappointed in not effecting a junction with
General Gregg’s forces. The route taken was by Cook’s Bridge, coming
into the plank road near Major Belcher’s house and about two miles from
the Nottoway Biver. I have four or live prisoners that I will send to

the provost-marshal-general as soon as possible. I have sent a squadron
back on the route traveled to pick up a few cattle that broke down
yesterday. Orders will reach me at my headquarters near Prince
George Court-House.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Near Frinee George Court-House^ September 17.^ 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomae:

General: I liave directed the picket-line to be established as it

was. Has General Gregg returned to his headquarters on the jilank

road ? All I could hear was that he was engaged with the enemy on
tlie i)]ank road last evening some distance above or nearer Petersburg
til an where I struck it, and that he fell back toward Petersburg last^

nig] it. Small parties of the enemy are strolling all through the coun-
try beyond our lines. I have directed the brigade of infantry and the
battery to report to you for orders. I could not use them with me yes-
terday, as they arrived too late, and the distance marched by my com-
mand yesterday was impossible for infantry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Hear Frinee George Court-House^ September 17^ 1864—5.30 p. m.

Capr. PI. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Cavalry Hivision :

Captain : I liave returned to this camp and directed the picket-line
to lie established as it was. I have been compelled to use the Third
New York to assist in completing the line. I followed the enemy yes-
terday until after 10 o’clock last night, and found him holding the
])lank road near Major Belcher’s house, not far from Freeman’s Bridge.
I lio])e(l to form a junction with you last night. This morning 1 learned
tliat you had fallen back on th(‘. ])lank road, and, as the enemy had
nndoubtedly reached Stony Creek last night, I considered it useless to
pursue farther with the small force 1 had, and returned by the shortest
route to this (‘amp. The enemy r(‘aclied the plank road early yester-
day evening, a distance of thirty miles from Sycamore Church. A
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few stragglers and a few broken-down cattle was all the enemy left

behind. I drove a small rear guard from Cookes Bridge, on the Black-
water, to the plank road, where I was opposed by some force. I

thought it possible that it might be yonr forces that I was engaging
in the night, and not being able to ascertain the fact positively, I fell

back a mile or two and remained till morning. I then sent to the plank
road, and not finding either yonr forces or the enemy I returned. 1

had less than 500 men, and only about half of these had carbines.
Very respectfully, &g.,

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Scptemher 17^ 186i—10 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staffj

Army of the Potomac:

General : Yonr note* has just been received. The right of my line

is near Daveuxiort Church and extends to Cockers Mill. I will send a
rei^ort of the raid as soon as I can get the data.

Very resx^ectfnlly, yonr obedient servant,
AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- Oeneraf Commanding Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 18^ 1864—11 p. m. (Beceived 11.10 p. m.)

Major-General Butler:
I deem it xiroxier to inform you that General Kantz has just

reiiorted information derived from citizens which would lead to the
belief that the enemy^s cavalry in force is on the Blackwater. A
scouting x:)arty from Sycamore Church met ten or fifteen rebels a few
miles from that xilace. I have directed a cavalry reconnaissance in

the morning, but send you the above, all that is known, as a dash on
Fort Powhatan may be designed. Ko other indications of movements
but the above.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Office of Chief Commissary,
Armies Operating! Against Bichmond,

.City Pointy Va., September 18
j
1864.

Lieut. Col. M. B. Morgan:
(Care of Lieut. Col. M. P. Small, chief commissary of subsistence,

Fort Monroe, Ya.)

The enemy got off with the whole herd at Coggins’ Point, 2,48G head.
None been recaxitured.

D. D. WILEY,
Captain and, Commissary of Subsistence.

Not found.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of Chief Quartermaster,

September 18
^
1864—12 p. m.

Col. P. P. Pitkin,
Chief Quartermaster^ City Point:

The enemy are reported to be massing troops in front of General
Kantz, and the general directs that a train of twenty-live to thirty

cars be held ready at City Point for the purpose of moving troops to

that place if ordered at any time before morning.
R. N. 13ATCHELDER,

Colo7iel, Chief Quartermaster^ Aymiy of the Potomac.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
ProvosT'Marshal-General’s Department,

September 18, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from the Eighth Georgia Regiment, of
Anderson’s brigade. Field’s division, were forwarded last evening from
the Fifth Army Corps. Their statement was not sent in last evening
through forgetfulness. They state that the two brigades of Field’s

division (Benning’s and Gregg’s) that have been of late on the north side

of the James have rejoined their division, which is now on the south side

the Ai^i^omattox on the extreme right of the enemy’s linej that Ander-
son’s brigade was not permanently attached to Wilcox’s division, and
still belongs to Field’s division—all reports of the brigade are still

made to General Field; that their new line extends as far as Reams’
Station, but cannot definitely locate it—it is to i^reveut our advance
on the South Side Railroad; that our deserters reported that we con-

templated an advance on the South Side Railroad, and that the move-
ment would be made on Friday, the 16th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 18, 4864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Three deserters from Bushrod Johnson’s division have
just been forwarded from the Tenth Army Corps—two from tlie Forty-
third Alabama, Grade’s brigade, and one from Thirty-fourth Virginia,

Wise’s brigade. They came in about daylight this a. m. Johnson’s
division is posted from right to left as follows: Grade, Ransom, Elliott,

and Wise, extending from the Burnside mine to the Appomattox. Tliis

division cannot be over 5,000 strong. Informants put Wise’s brigade
at 550 for duty and Grade’s at 1,200. Ransom’s is about 1,600, and
Evans’ 2,000 before the recent fight. They can give no additional
information of other parts of the line, and do not knoAV where Hoke’s
division went to, except that it had gone to the Weldon railroad.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J:N0. C. BABCOCK.
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Plank Koad Station,
September 18j 1864—8.45 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
Enemy’s camps broken up in vicinity of large fort west of Weldon

railroad, reported on the loth instant, are reocciipied this morning.
All quiet.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

September 18, 1864—9 a. m.
Major Fisher:

At 8 a. m. five regiments of rebel infantry, armed and equipped,
passed to our right over road to right of Petersburg. The number of

regiments was determined by distinct spaces intervening in the column,
and by three or four horsemen in the same intervals. About this same
number, you remember, passed over the road to our left on the eve of

September 16.

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.

Major Fisher:
All quiet this a. m.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 18, 1864—9 a. m.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

September 18, 1864—9.35 a. m.
Major Fisher:
A body of about 600 infantry has just moved into town from the

right. They came from the woods at a point due west from this sta-

tion. There is a small detail on new works to-day.

JOEHAN.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
Septemher 18, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : Five regiments of infantry passed toward Butler’s front

from Petersburg this a. m. This is the same number reported going
toward Petersburg on the evening of the 16th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Plank Eoad Station,
September 18, 1864.

Major Fisher:
A regiment of cavalry and a section of artillery came from the left

on line of the Weldon railroad and moved toward Petersburg.
H. W. FULTON.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 18, 1864—11.40 p. m. (Received 11.50 ]>. in.)

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Engineer Brigade, City Point:

Some movements of the enemy’s cavalry are reported in tlie vicinity

of Sycamore Church, which may have significance in connection witli

City Point and that vicinity. The commanding general directs that
you take command of the troops there for its defense. General Patri(*k

will order the commanding officer of the troops serving in his depart-
ment at City Point to report to you for orders in that connection. A
battery of artillery was sent there on Friday.

A.*^ A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of Provost-Marshal-General,

September 18, 1864. (Received 12 p. m.)

Colonel Gates,
Commanding Post and Defenses, City Point., Va.

:

Colonel: You will report to Brigadier-General Benham, at City
Point, for any duty connected with the defense of the point. Suspi-
cious movements of the enemy have been observed near Sycamore
Church.
By command of provost-marshal-general

:

A. J. DALLAS,
Aeting Assistant Adjutant- Gejieral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 18, 1864—.9 a. m.

General S. Williams:
There has been no material ehange in tlie disposition of my lines

since last report. There are about 1,800 on fatigue from the corps
to-day. The brigade at the Finn house returned to its camp yesterday.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 18, 1864—11 p. m. (Received 11.10 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock :

Hunt will send one of his reserve batteries to report to Lieutenant-
Colonel Pierce. You had better keep your artillery with you. The
rebel cavalry are reported on the Blackwater, and a small party, some
fifteen, was seen and driven on the road from Sycamore (Jhurch this

evening at a i)oint three miles from the church. I don’t know what
they are up to; it may be a dash at City Point, or it may be an attempt
to interrupt our communications on the river.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 18, 1861—11.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Some movements of the enemy’s cavalry are reported in the vicinity
of Sycamore Church, which may indicate a movement elsewhere or a
dash at City Point. General Davies is directed to re-enforce General
Kautz, to enable him to look after the enemy in the direction of Syca-
more Church and to concentrate his force as much as practicable. The
commanding general requests that your command be put on the alert,

and be prepared to meet any operation of the enemy.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staf.

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.)

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 18, 1861.

Capt. W. P. Wilson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral, Second Corps:

Captain : As the result of an examination of the inclosed work on
the left of the plank road known as Fort Crawford, I have the honor
to report that in my opinion the work in its present condition is inca-

pable of a proper defense with artillery. The following improvements
seem to me to be necessary: First. Tlie banquette at the north and
west faces should be of sufficient depth to permit the use of artillery at

any point on those faces, or at least the present platform should be so

extended as to allow four more guns on each face and facilitate the use
of those now in position. Second. Magazines should be erected of

sufficient capacity to contain the artillery ammunition required there
by permitting tlie caissons of the light batteries occupying the work to

be sent to the rear, as they are not sufficiently covered in the work.
The only magazine fit for ^wesent use is small, ill-drained, and now
filled with infantry ammunition, and one situated near the southeastern
angles is jiartially filled with water and in a stinking condition. If the
magazines v^ere situated near the north face they could be easily

drained by tunnels. Bomb-proofs should take the place of the traverses

at the western face. Other imxirovements than those above mentioned
would perhaps suggest themselves to the eye of an engineer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,
Captain, Comman ding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 18, 1861—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that since yesterday morning there has
nothing of importance transpired in my front. Everything last night
was unusually (piiet, even the picket-firing subsided. Two deserters

from Eighth Georgia were received and forwarded.
G. K. WABBEX,

Major- General, Commanding.
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General Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Ko. 36. j

Septemher 18
^
1864.

I. Tlie present opportunity must be employed to re-establisli, as far

as may be, tlie tone and condition of tbe corps, and all officers ore

urgently called upon to use all the energy in their power to instruct

and inspirit their men.
II. Division commanders are required to see that all articles of dress

worn by the men are, as far as practicable, uniform, and they will have
all articles of dress out of uniform replaced.

III. All officers having cows and those having horses, not entitled to

them by regulations, Avill report the same to these headquarters by the

20th instant.

TV. Brigade drills will be had every day until the following maneu-
vers are fully conqireheuded : To face by the rear rank

;
to face by

the front rank; to march to the front in line of battle; to march to the
rear in line of battle; to change front to rear on the right or left bat-

talion; to change front forward on the right or left battalion; to come
by right or left by file into line.

V. All the pioneer corps of this corps will assemble on the plain

between these headquarters and the headquarters of General Ayres
for rigid inspection at 2 p. m. to-morrow. Every man must be present
with all he has, officers’ efiects included. The inspection will take place
without regard to weather.
VI. Officers must at once procure proper insignia to distinguish their

rank, and these emblems must be worn upon the shoulders. The men
must wear their proper badges on their hats.

YII. The reorganization of the artillery requires the complete con-

trol of the chief of artillery over all the batteries, aud until further
orders all special assignments of batteries to divisions from these head-
quarters are countermanded.
VIII. A brigade will be selected for inspection and review from each

division on Thursday, the 22d instant, and any unexplained neglect to

comprehend the simple maneuvers laid down in paragraph IV will be
considered sufficient reason for bringing the commanding officer before
a board of examination.
By command of Major-General Warren :

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Ko. 232. ] Septemher 18, 1864.

I. In compliance with orders from headquarters Army of the Poto-
mac, Company D, First Pennsylvania Veteran Cavalry, will at once
proceed aaTGi its officers and all its baggage to report to Brig. Gen. M.
K. Patrick, provost-marshal-general, at headquarters Army of tlie Po-
tomac. If any of the men belonging to this conqiany are temporarily
absent, on jiickid or otherwis(‘, they will at once be brought in to go
with it.

By command of Major-General Warren:
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headqtiaeters Ninth Army Corps,
September 18, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have tLe honor to report all quiet on the front of the Ninth Corps

during' the past twenty-four hours.
JNO. G. PAEKE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 18, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet and no changes on
cavalry line of ihckets during the past night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 18, 1864—11.20 p. m. (Keceived 12, midnight.)

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac:

To save time, General Kautz sent direct to these headquarters reports
from his officers jiicketing in the vicinity of Sycamore Church, that
citizens informed them that the enemy’s cavalry were advancing on
Sycamore Church and also on Cocke’s Mill road. The force was stated
to be, in one instance, a brigade, in another, a division. Captain Speers
saw some twelve or fifteen of the enemy’s cavalry on the road followed
Friday, a short distance in front of Sycamore Church. Guerrillas have
always hovered about there, but not cavalry. If the enemy should be
in some force there, it may be in connection with a movement elsewhere,

or a dash at City Point. The commanding general directs that you
re-enforce General Kautz, so as to enable him to move out in that direc-

tion early to-morrow morning and ascertain what force of the enemy is

there, and what he is about. The troops should move about 3 a. in., so

as to reach General Kautz at daylight. The commanding general

enjoins vigilance on the part of your command, and its concentration as

far as practicable, so as to be ready for any operation the enemy may
have on foot.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 18, 1864.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General: General Hancock directs me to say that in case of neces-

sity he will support your command to-morrow in the vicinitj^ of the

l)lank road with infantry. He has been informed that a ])art of your
command is to be sent from this point to re-enforce General Kautz.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Division Cavalra",
Sexftemher 18, 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Comdg. Second Brig., Second Div. Cav., Army of the Potomac:

Colonel: The general commanding directs that you have your com-
mand saddled at daylight to-morrow (September 19, 1864). You are also

directed to send a reconnaissance of about one battalion to ProctoCs
and one down on Gary’s Church road. These parties must start about
one hour before the break of day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
H. C. WEIE,

Assintant Adjutant- General.

In the Field, September 18, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

(Care of Major-General Wallace, Baltimore.)

All perfectly quiet. The cattle Avere not recaptured. Deserters are
coming in, all reporting exertions making to hll up the army. No
change in disposition of troops in our front. No cannonading of con-

sequence during the morning or last evening. Line repaired and work-
ing to Fortress Monroe.

BFNJ. F. BUTLFE,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yir&inia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Sional Officer,

September 18, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Georg-e A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The following message has just been received from Spring
Hill:

A train of six freiglit and two passenger cars, heavily loaded with troops, toward
Petersburg.

SIMONS,
Lieutenant, Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Dutch Gap, Va., September 18, 1864.

Col. Henra" L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery

:

Colonel: I have the honor to rexiort that the enemy have fired all

day, wounding two men in the canal. Am of the opinion that the quick-
est and best way to stop their tiring altogether is to send fifty men
across and capture their pieces. Think it could be done.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIEECE,

Captain, First Connecticut Artillery.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps.
Septemher 18, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

Tliere liave been no cbanges of troops on my line. I liave not been
advised of the cause of the artillery firing. I would respectfully sug-
gest that the captains and lieutenants who have independent authority
to open fire from the heavy guns on my line should, when they do so,

advise my division general commanding their line why they do so, so
that I can learn the cause. When I took command of this line there
was a constant, incessant musket and artillery fire. General Ord losing

1,000 men during a month. I have tried to reduce the matter to a sys-

tem, and have opened on the town only to stop the fire on my troops.
I think it will be found that less ammunition has been expended
during my command than during same time preceding, and troops have
had more rest and done double the fatigue duty.

D. B. BIKIS^EY,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Va., September 18, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: I have nothing of importance to report this morning.
There was only one round fired at the enemy yesterday. Private George
Vanderwarker, Battery H, Third New York, wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 18, 1864.

Capt. A. Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to report that no changes have been made
in this command during the past twenty-four hours. The officer of the
trenches reports this morning : The line was during the night very
quiet, nothing worthy of mention transpiring.” No casualties during
the last twenty-four hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. VOIHS,

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., September 18, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assista^it Adjutant-General

:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that there has been no change
in the disposition of troops of this division during the past twenty-four
hours. A fatigue detail of 200 men has been engaged at work on the
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lunette on the left of the railroad, and one of 300 on the inclosed work
on iny right, besides details engaged on various parts of the line in

rei)airing the banquette and raising and strengthening the i)arapet.

Eespectfully, yours,
E. S. FOSTEE,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Hdqrs. Third Brio., Second Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petershurg, Fn., 8e;ptemher 18^ 1864.

Capt. P. A. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Second Div.., Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to report that the working parties on niy

front have been employed during the last twenty four hours in con-

structing the parapet in rear of the present line and in collecting

material for revetment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. A. OSBOEN,
Colonel Tiventy-fourth Massachusetts Volunteers., Comdg. Brigade.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 18, 1864—3.30 p. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Cavalry Division :

CAPTAIN: No reports have been received from the picket-line, and
I only presume that all is quiet from that reason. I will see that the
reports are resumed as usual. Tlie losses in the First District ot

Columbia Cavalry have rendered it necessary to ])ut the Third New
York Cavalry on picket, and the line is very insecure, even with this

addition, and gives no reserve to support the line. A brigade of infan-

try is at Prince George Court-House for the iiresent, but I do not know
whether it will remain there. I have called for the returns of casual-

ties and reports from the regiments about the affair of the 16th, and
will forward them as soon as received. Cannot some changes be made
so as not to make the duty so heavy*? Most of the men go on post
on alternate days.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 18, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: Inclosed I send you reports from the pickets, just received.
I do not understand the movement. If there is such a force as rejme-

sented it must be in connection with some other movement. I have
directed the avenues to be guarded as well as possible, but the whole
foi’ce, by concentrating all the cavali y east of Mount Sinai Church, will

not muster over 500 men. 1 send tlnise reports to your lieadquarters
to save time. Please to notify the general commanding the Second
Cavalry Division of the fact.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Division.
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[luclosvire.]

Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brioade, Kautz’s Division,
Septe^nber 18^ 1864—8 p. m.

Capt. M. J. Asch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General:

Captain: Inclosed please find report from Maj. F. A. Stratton.

Captain Speers sends word by an orderly tliat lie went out on the road we
went out on in pursuit of the rebels some distance, and he saw between
twelve and fifteen mounted rebels

;
that they fell back as he approached

them. The citizens reported to Captain Griflin that a brigade of rebel

cavalry is advancing on the Cocke’s Mill road. He, Captain Griffin, in

Captain Speers’ absence, drew back his pickets, doubling posts until he
connects with the Eleventh Pennsylvania. I have ordered him to

picket to Sycamore and to re-establish his picket on the road we went
out. Please send further directions if required. Telegraph road on
my rear is open to City Point.

Yours,
SAM. WETHEEILL,

Major Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

[Sub-inclosure.]

Headquarters Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Near Rollins^ House, September 18, 1864—8 p. m.

Lieutenant Gulic,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brigade, Kautz^s Division:

Sir : The First District of Columbia sent word Yo my outpost before

sundown that a citizen by the name of Dunn came in and reported that

there was a rebel brigade at the Blackwater; that he could hear bugles
and see camp-fires, &c. Sergeants Cook and Smith, of Company D,
went up to Sycamore Church about sundown. The corporal on picket

where the road turns to the right just this side of Sycamore told them
that the citizen (the same one) reported a division about two miles out,

and that a force was advancing on the telegraph (Fort Powhatan)
road. Captain Speers had gone out to reconnoiter on the latter road.

Sergeants C. and S. are certain they heard bugles at a considerable dis-

tance while they were there. Smoke could be seen, butwhether camj)-

fires or fire in the woods was uncertain. I send you all the informa-

tion I have, thinking that you may not have received a report from Cap-
tain Speers.

Respectfully,
FRANKLIN A. STRATTON,

Major Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Commanding Regiment.

Headquarters Kautz’s Cavalry Division,
September 18, 1864.

Maj. R. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept, of Va. and N. C.:

Major : I would respectfully call the attention of the general com-
manding the department to the reduction in this division by the trans-

fer of the greater iiortion of the First District of Columbia Cavalry to

the Army of the Potomac. The division has been otherwise reduced by
losses in battle, expiration of service, Ac., so much so that it will soon
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render it an absurdity to call it a division, or even entitle it to be called

a brigade, so far as numbers are concerned. I, therefore, respectfully

request that all detachments from the division be returned to it. I

also recommend the mounting and equix)ping of the First Maryland
Cavalry, now doing duty as infantry in the Tenth Cori)S, and that it be
assigned to this division. This regiment is a veteran regiment and has
been much discouraged by not being allowed to receive their horses.

Colonel Evans, the commander of the regiment, is a graduate of West
Point and a captain in the Sixth U. S. Cavalry. I believe it will be to

the interest of the service if this regiment could be allowed to serve as

suggested.
Very resx:>ectfulh^, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Cavalry Division,

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the James,
Septemher 21,, 1864,

Approved.
As soon as horses can be procured the regiment will be mounted.

BENJ. F. BUTLEK,
Major- General^ Commanding,

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 18j 1864,

Major Wetherill,
Commanding,) &c.

:

Watch well all the avenues of approach with what force you have.
The general will report to army headquarters and re-enforcement will

probably be sent you. I will inform you as soon as I hear from head-
quarters. Keep us advised of every movement on the part of the
enemy.

Yours, respectfully.

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

City Point, Va., September 19
j
1864—8.30 p. m,

Maj. Gen. PI. W. Halleck,
Washington^ D. C.

:

A large part of the convalescents sent from Alexandria here belong to
the Sixtli and Nineteenth Corps, and have to be immediately returned.
Please direct the commanding officer there to caution his provost-mar-
shal against making this mistake.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

General Humphreys:
City Point, September 19, 1864.

Is it known that the enemy are moving on our left?

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Aide- de- Camp,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19

,
1861—9,50 a. m. (Eeceived 10 a. m.)

Col. 0. B. Comstock,
Aide-de-Camp^ City Faint:

General Kaiitz reported last night some reported movements of
enemy’s cavalry toward Sycamore ChiiTch and Cocke’s Mill. He was
directed to move out there at daylight this morning and look after the
enemy. No report has been received from him. All measures taken
were simply precautionary. It was thought probable that there was
nothing in the reported movement. The commanding general requests
me to say that he thinks some more extended works tlian those at City
Point should be thrown up, the space inclosed by them being too con-

tracted. General Benham will be directed to take the matter in hand.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19

j
1864—1 p. m. (Received 3.15 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Everything has been quiet since my last dispatch till about 7 p. m.
last evening, when General Kaiitz reported the appearance of the
enemy’s cavalry in the vicinity of Sycamore Church. General Davies
was immediately ordered to re-enforce Kautz by a brigade ofhis division

and to push out and ascertain what the enemy was doing. A dispatch
just received from Kautz, dated 12 m., contirms the previous report of

the enemy’s cavalry being in force near Sycamore Church, and states

he is about sending Colonel Stedman’s brigade, of Davies’ division, to

reconnoiter; no reason given why this reconnaissance Avas not made
this morning as ordered. I am at a loss to account for the appearance
of the enemy’s cavalry at this point, unless a dash is intended on our
rear. To provide against this, besides the cavalry, I have placed a
brigade of infantry on the Norfolk stage road and one at Prince George
Court-House, and, as I am unable to extend any farther, have requested
Major-General Butler to place a brigade at the Old Court-House as part

of the defenses of City Point, AOiere I have sent a battery of artillery

and placed the troops under the command ofBrigadier-General Benham,
the senior officer present. The signal officers have reported some move-
ments of the enemy indicating a partial return of the troops from their

right to left. Hoke’s ‘division, however, withdrawn from their extreme
left, has not returned, according to report of deserters in this morning.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General

j
Commanding.

3 r. M.

The foregoing Avas prepared to send in cipher when information was
received you were on your way up the river. Since Avriting it Major-
General Butler has telegraphed he Avill send two brigades to Old Court-

House, and deserters report that Hoke has returned to the left and is

lying in reserve in rear ofBushrod Johnson. I have directed the engi-

neers to examine the vicinity of Old Court-House for the location of

a Avork which shall be part of a line either to Prince George Court-

House or to Point of Rocks, in case it should be desirable to hold either

of these lines.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General

j
Commanding,
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeinher 19^ 1864—1.15 p. m. (Eeceived 1.25' p. m.)

Lieiiteiiaiit-Colonel Comstock,
Aide-de-Camp, City Point:

General Kantz reports that Captain Speers, on duty at Sycamore
Church, in his morning report, states that the enemy are in his front

in force, but all was quiet. Colonel Stedman, in command of the

brigade sent General Kantz at daylight this morning, has been directed

to look after the enemy there, and a report is expected from him this

afternoon.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Major-General Meade :

Have just returned.

City Point, September 19^ 1864.

U. S. GRANT,
'Lieutenant- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864—5 p. m. (Received 5.20 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I am glad to hear of your return. I sent a dispatch at 3 p. m., since

which time nothing has been heard from General Kautz’s reconnaissance,
though his last dispatch seemed to intimate a doubt as to the presence
of the enemy in force near Sycamore Church, though it was twice
reported by Colonel [Captain] Speers. In view of the large amount of

property about City Point, and extending for some distance outside, I

deemed it prudent to ask General Butler to send a spare brigade, if he
had one, to Old Court-House. He telegraphed in reply he would send
two. As nothing seems to have been developed to-day^ I think one bri-

gade will be ample. As you have returned, however, I will leave this

question to you.
GEO. G. MEADE,

3Iajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864—5.20 p. m. (Received 5.30 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I send a dispatch* just received from Kautz. It appears Captain
Speers’ report last evening, repeated this morning, is not confirmed by
Colonel Stedman’s reconnaissance, and that there has been no enemy
in that vicinity since the cattle raid. I would, however, suggest, if it

meets your views, one of Butler’s brigades being retained for awhile at
Old Court-House, for I notice by the Riciimond paper of to-day that
very highly-colored accounts are given of tlie stores, &c., at City Point,
and a sudden dash, such as Avas made the other morning, if made dur-
ing the night, might occasion trouble.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

See Kautz to Humphreys, 4 p. m., p. 932.
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City Point, Va., Septe^nher 19, 1861.

Brig. Gen. M. E. Patrick,
Fro vost-Marslial- Genera], tOo. :

You will please report to these headquarters the names and probable
or positive method of desertion, if the same has been or can be ascer-

tained, of all deserters who may hereafter arrive at this point from the
North. It is particulaily desired to have reported such as have deserted
to the enemy and by him sent through to the North.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

GEO. K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

lleptemher 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Our men returned from over the river this morning,
having met an agent who left Eichmond yesterday afternoon, from
whom, and from two refugees brought out of Eichmond by the agent,

and to our lines by our men, the following is obtained: As careful an
inquiry as possible has been made into the movement of guns said to

have recently taken place about Petersburg. It is believed that some
eleven very heavy guns were taken from their positions about Peters-

burg; that part of them were put in position on Drewry’s Bluff, and
l)art upon a new line which has been laid out between Petersburg and
Eichmond. In the early i)art of the week it had been rumored that
General Early was to be called to Eichmond to answer a charge of
drunkenness. Nothing more was heard of this, but General Early was
in Eichmond on Wednesday, when it was understood that a council of

general officers was held at Mr. Davis’ house. All the prominent gen-

erals from General Lee’s army and in Eichmond were present. The
following rumors as to what passed are given for what they are worth

:

It was said that General Early insisted upon more men being sent to

him if he was ordered to hold the Valley; that General Lee also very
strenuously pressed the fact that without re-enforcements he would be
unable to hold his lines or meet the expected extension of the Union
lines; that it was admitted that a part of the rebel lines are mere skele-

tons; that at Chesterfield particularly the line had been weakened to

such an extent, in order to strengthen the enemy’s right, as to make it a
common subject of conversation. It was said to be agreed that Early
should not return from the Valley unless necessitated to do so by an
attack here which could not be repelled, and that if Early should not
be able to get down in time they were then to fall back to the new line

between Petersburg and Eichmond. It is understood that the battalions

composed of men employed in the Government works are to be called out
and put in the service for sixty days, to be replaced as far as possible

by wounded soldiers, deserters from our army, and prisoners taken
from us who are Avilling to take the oath of allegiance to the Confed-
erate States. The work at Dutch Gap occasions a great many rumors
and some uneasiness, as the people cannot learn what it is ex])ected to

accomplish. It is said that a floating obstriK'tion is being built to be
placed at Cox’s Ferry in case the work at Dutch Gap on our i)art
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sboiild ])rove to be a success, and that a very large anchor has been
sunk at the upper obstructions to enable the gun-boats to be warped
through them Avhen it shall be necessary for them to retire up the river.

Our agent had information, Avhich he believes to be reliable, that the
torpedo party, who had been doing nothing for two or three weeks, left

liichmond on Saturday night with a wagon-load of torpedoes, and it

was exx)ected that they would attemi^t to i)ut them in the water some-
Avhere between the mouth of the Chickahominy and Jamestown Island.

This information was obtained from an officer of the rank of captain,

who has been out Avith the torxiedo party several times before, and who,
on Saturday, upon being asked about some prejAarations for departure,
gave the above as the reason. Papers brought by the men are in-

closed.

Very resjAectfully, your obedient servant,
GEOKdE H. SIIAEPE,

Colonel^ &c.

Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
September 19^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: Ten deserters have just been forwarded, reinesenting
Wise’s, Scales’, and Thomas’ brigades. Three from Scales’ brigade.
Thirty-eighth North Carolina Kegiment, report that their brigade is

lying across the Weldon railroad directly in front of the lead-works,
with McGowan and Lane on the right. This comprises all of Wilcox’s
division excepting Thomas’ brigade, Avhich is on the north side of the
AxApomattox. A deserter from the Thirty-fifth Georgia, Thomas’ bri-

gade, came into the lines of the Tenth Army CorjAS at 10 a. m. yester-

day. He reports that his brigade (Thomas’) extends from the AjApo-
mattox at a point opposite Beauregard’s line to Pickett’s division, a
distance of four miles. This is the only brigade between the above
points. Deserters from Forty-sixth Virginia, Wise’s brigade, report
no change on their line uja to daylight this a. m., when they came in.

Hoke’s division had returned from the right and went into camp yes-

terday about noon in a ravine about half a mile to the rear of BuvShrod
Johnson’s division. No other movements determined from the exam-
ination.

Very resx)ectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 10^ 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point

:

Deserters from Scales’ brigade locate Wilcox’s division on right.

Scales’ across the Weldon railroad at lead-works, and Lane and
McGowan to right. Thomas’ brigade holds line from Pickett’s division

to i)oint on ApxAomattox opx)Osite Beauregard. Hoke’s division returned
from the right yesterday morning and is now in cainxA half a mile to rear
of fJohiison’s (li vision in a ravine. Seven deserters from Wise’s bri-

gade to-day.

o8 R R—VOL XLll, PT II

J. C. BjABCOCKJ.
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Headquarters Army of the James,
Septeniher 19^ 1861. (lieceived 7.45 p. m.)

Colonel Sharpe,
City Fointj Va. :

I find on north side of the James—Benning’s brigade, of 800 men

;

Gregg’s, of about the same number, and Bushrod Johnson’s old brigade,
of not over COO or 700 men

;
also the City Battalion and one brigade

of cavalry. In onr immediate front is Pickett’s division entire, of not
over 3,500 men (probably not over 3,000), and Thomas’ brigade, of Wil-
cox’s division. All the information I can get fully confirms yours as
to the hard times existing in the Confederacy. The general sent to-

night by Major Mulford to Bichmond for your man. The boat will

leave Bermuda Hundred to go up to-morrow. The letters you sent
will go with her.

JOHN I. DAVENPORT,
Lieutenant

j
A lde-de-Cami) and Assistant Fro vast-Alarslia l.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
lle/ptember 19, 1861.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of hitaff:

General : The ifiauk road station reports

:

The enemy is working in considerable force upon a new line of earth-works con-
nected with the fort west of the Weldon railroad and extending southward as far as

can he seen from here
;
are also working in small force at different points along our

whole front. One hundred and sixty infantry have just passed southward along the
Weldon railroad. Camps unchanged.

FULTON.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. E. FISHER,

Alajor and Chief Signal Officer.

(Copy to General Hancock.)

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 19, 1861.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

The enemy is using the Weldon railroad from the lead-works to

Petersburg.
WARTS,

Lmitenant.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

I have a tree from Avhich I can see the lead-works and half a mile

of the enemy’s works to the right of them; can see a small village

composed of about ten houses about two miles south of Petersburg;

saw a few wagons passing through tlie village this a. m. Cannot find
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any open country to the left of General Warren’s position. Can see

cars passing the lead-works, and of a clear day I think will be able

to look into the tow^n of Petersburg.
WARTS,

. Lieutenant^ Signal Officer,

Walthall Signal Station,
Septemher 19, 1864—11,45 a. m,

jMajor Fisher, ‘

,

Chief Signal Officer:

Four regiments of infantry just passed open space near Whitehead’s
Factory, going toward enemy’s left.

II. W, HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

CrENERAL: Tlie lookout at the Walthall house station reports four

regiments of infantry having passed beyond Whitehead’s Factory going
toward the enemy’s jjosition in front of Butler.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F..F1SHEB,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 19, 1864—6 p.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

The following has been intercepted:

m.

Coloiie] B[rent],
Assistant Adjutant-Gerieral

:

All quiet this a. m. One gun boat above pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

9 A. M.

J. A. S.,

At C.

Colonel B[rent] :

One battery of artillery drilling in open space.

(Same to A. B.)

11.20 A. M.

J. A. S.,

At C.

2 r. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

Five wagons passed Point of Rocks going toward lower 2)ontoon. Steamer just
gone down the river.

J. A. S.
(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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Walthall Signal Station,
September 19, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet this p. m. Enemy still at work on the breast-works to the
right of Fort Clifton. The following was just intercepted:

Colonel B[rent] :

All quiet this p. m. Two gun-hoats above pontoon.
J. A. S.,

At C.

H. W. HOLMAi^,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
Septemher 19, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

The following was intercepted

:

Colonel B[rent] :

One company of cavalry came from Prince George
;
passed on military road rear of

Battery 5, going toward City Point. Fifteen wagons passed on same road going
toward euemy^s front, and twenty-six wagons passed on road east of Jordan’s house
going toward City Point.

J. Q. ETHEREDGE.
(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

September Ih, 1864—6.30 p. m.
Maj. B. F. Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer:

A new camp has appeared in rear of Cemetery Hill, and from the style

of the tents (A-tents) and the number of them I think it is the same
which moved from west of Whitehead’s. Ordiuary fatigue parties on
new works to-day. Two or three small detachments of infantry on dif-

ferent roads and several small trains moving in different directions

comprise all the movements noticed in enemy’s lines.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 19, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following reports are respectfully forwarded

:

Walthall House.

The camps to our right of Fort Clifton have considerably increased. A. party of
200 or 300 men were strengthening that line of works during the day. A new earth-
work is being built southwest of Petersburg.

Station naat.. the Friend House.

A new camj) has appeared in rear of Cemetery Hill.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer,
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Special Orders, ) War Dept., Adjt. General’s Office,
No. 309. ( WashingtoNj ^Septemhrr ISfii.#-%*****

51. Maj. Jolin HaDcock, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, is

hereby relieved from duty in the Army of the Potomac, and will report

in person, without delay, to the Adjutant-General of the Army for

assignment to duty.##****#
By order of the Secretary of War:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant AdjiUant-Oenerah

City Point, September W, 1804—42.80 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

Your dispatch of 11.40 [p. m. ISthJ received. Colonel Gates, who is

now with me, reports that he has only thirty-five mounted, which he is

now sending out on a reconnaissance. A squadron of cavalry, if it-

can be spared, would be desirable here.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brifjadier- General.

Headquarters Army" of the Potomac,
September 49, 4864—4 a. m.

Brigadier-General Benham,
CommandOig at City Point:

Kautz’s cavalry are picketing at Sycamore Church and Cocke’s
Mill, and he will move out there in the morning with considerable
force to look after the enemy. There is no cavalry that can be sent
you.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 49, 4864—40 a. m. (Eeceived 10.25 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commayidiny Engineer Jlrigade, City Point:

The commanding general considers the works at City Point too con-
tracted, and directs that you make the necessary examinations for

throwing up an intrenched line, giving considerable more space around
the Point for the depots, camps of employes, Ac., and submit a ])roject

for the necessary works.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19^ 1864— p. m. (Received 2.30 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Benham

,

Commanduig Engineer Brigade^ City Point:

The object of tlie presence of some cavalry force of tlie enemy about
Sycamore Cdiurcb not having been yet deyelope'd, the major-general
commanding has requested Major-General Butler to send some infan-

try. to be posted in the vicinity of Old Court-House on Bailey’s Creek,
to serve under your orders. General Butler has directed two brigades
of infantry to report to you, and informs the commanding general that
he will or has telegraphed you to send a staff officer to meet the troops
and conduct them to the position they are to occupy. The officer at

Sycamore Church, in his morning report, stated that some force of the
enemy was in front of that place, but that everything Avas quiet.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September ID., 1864—2.50 p. m. (Received 3 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Engineer Brigade.^ City Point: •

Major Michler, acting chief engineer, has been directed to throw up
n redoubt in the vicinity of Old Court-House that will serve as part of

a line from Prince George Court-House to the Old Court-House, and
also as part of a line from Point of Rocks to same place. The engineer
officers will call on you for details for Avorking parties from the force

sent to occupy that point. Please furnish such as may be required.

A. A. HUiMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

City Point, September 19, 1864—4 p. m.
(Received 7.15 p. m.)

General A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Your dispatch was receispd about thirty minutes ago, as also one
previously from General Butler. Both came to me while I was out
selecting line of defense according to yonr order receiA ed about noon.
I at once ordered an aide to pontooii bridge to meet the troops, with
directions to post the largest l)rigade at Old Court House, with one regi-

ment in adAvance at the fork of the roads, about one-third of a inile south
of Bailey’s Creek, and the smaller brigade at Batte’s house, one-third of

a mile Avest, Avith one-half of a regiment in advance on Bailey’s Creek
crossing and one-half regiment on its right on the Avest. In the recon-

naissance I have made I liaAm selected, l)y your order receiAmd at noon,

as the best line, and such as Avill keep an enemy fall two miles from
City Point at tlie least, on our right, the line from Bailey’s Creek
lower crossing by Old Court-House, tlie Knox house, and thence north
along the second I'idge for this camp, Avith a redoidit on the third ridge
opposite the north end of the second ridge, A\diich coA'ers the cavalry
hospitals and all ourcainjis from right. 1 reconnoitered for an adA^ance

line, in case it should be required, and this should start, if required, in
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my judgment, from Old Court-House to the Avest and uortliAA^est by
Peterson Batte’s to Cobb’s house, passing either by the west of Temple
house ruins or on the ridge one-third of a mile south of those ruins.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier- Genera 1.

City Point, September 19, 1864—7,30 p. m.
General A. A. Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

1 have just learned from a messenger sent to Point of Pocks that

the tAVO brigades from General Butler crossed the pontoon bridge

between G and 7 o’clock, and are now moving to the positions assigned

them. My aide informs me that these brigades together do not amount
to 1,500 men, and they may not be over 1,200.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier- General.

City Point, September 19, 1864.

General Williams:
General Benham is now out to select the position for new works, by

order of General Humphreys. There are G60 men in this brigade

—

Colonel Gates has about 460 colored troops and 200 AAdiite; there is

also a Maine battery here with four guns and 120 men.
C. CLAPP,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Point, Ya., September 19, 1864—12.30 a. m.

Major Otis,
Commanding Dismounted Camp

:

I am directed by General H. W. Benhani to say to you that he has
just received intelligence from the headquarters Army of the Potomac
that the enemy’s cavalry are making some movement in the vicinity of
Sycamore Church. This information is sent you that you may be on
the alert, and if you deem it expedient send your horses to this place.

If by any possibility you have any mounted men .it is very desirable
either that you send them out yourself or order them to report to me
here for orders for s(;outing.

Pespe(dfully,

CHAINING CLAPP,
Assistmit Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Point, Va., September 19, 1864—1 a. m.

Capt. E. J. Strang:
Tlu> general commanding has received, as commander of the post

here, information from headquarters Army of the Potomac that the
enemy’s caAnilry are making a demonstration in the vicinity of Syca-
more Church, lie scmds you this intelligence'- tlnit you maybe i]i readi-



920 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIY.

ness to run your stock ^Yitllin tlie lines if necessary; perhaps the surest

nietliod of doing this yuII be along the beach. Will you please inform
him if you IniYe any mounted men that can be sent out, and also if you
receive any intelligence otherwise than through him.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
OHAXmNG CLAPP,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 19, 1864—12.30 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

It is proper to inform you that I have 2,700 men detailed for fatigue

to-morrow morning.
WIKF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

.
Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

September 19
j
1864—12.55 a. m. (Eeceived 1 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The information respecting the enemy’s cavalry is not so positive or

definite as to require more than the general precautions mentioned.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

General YYlltams:
No material change in my lines or disposition of troops since last

report; 2,700 men on fatigue duty this morning constructing detenses
and railroad cut.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

I find this morning that the brigade at the Court-House had a battery
during the night. My acting chief of artillery reported that there was
no battery there, but it ax^pears that when the horse artillery was with-
drawn yesterday the division commander sent down his battery again.

WTNF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 1!), 1864.

General Humphreys:
The brigade of Colonel Pierce, at Prince George, is not very large,

and I suggest that it would be well for General Hunt to withdraw his
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battery now, as eigiit guns are rather more than the brigade can take

care of. Colonel Smyth is now here, and if you accede to the suggestion

he will order the battery to report to General Hunt.
WmFD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864. (Sent 10.45 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps :

The commanding general accedes to the suggestion that the battery
sent to the brigade by General Hunt be ordered back to him.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-Oeneral and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Lieutenant Benyaurd,
E7igineer

:

To-morrow I wish you would look at the embrasures on the southwest
side of the fort, on the plank road, hitherto known as Fort Crawford.
You will find the embrasures do not admit of a sufficient field of fire.

None on the south side can see so far to the left as the angle of Fort
Alexander Hays. All the embrasures on that side require widening on
the left-hand face, and on the other side also, and some of them both
ways. I do not know who is in charge, but I venture to predict that a
nice engineer would condemn the direction of the left face of the
redoubt building in front of the Westbrook house—that is, if I under-
stand the object of that redoubt. See Michler about it; he will know.

Your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864—4.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

One of our outposts just sent in reports having heard a heavy rum-
bling of wheels, as if artillery was moving. The Fourth South Carolina
and Sixth North Carolina Cavalry are just put on i^icket. The call

(boots and saddles) has been blown. Frequent tinkling of cow bells as
if their pickets were being imsted.

(Forwarded to General Davies.)

G. K. WAKEEN,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

General : I have the honor to report that everything was very quiet

in my front during yesterday and last night. One deserter from Thirty-

eighth North Carolina was received last night and two more from same
regiment this morning. They are now on their way to army headquar-
ters.

G. K. WAEBEN,
Major- Genera /, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

General Meade:
I am trying all I can to excite the energy and soldierly pride of this

corps, and I think it 'would help the whole army very much to imblish
an order from your headquarters saying what battles may be inscribed

on the regimental flags by those present in them since you have com-
manded the Army of the Potomac, and also authorizing all men in

those battles to wear the battle chevron for each battle they were in.

A board might be appointed in each corps to carry out the order by
deciding whether tlie regiment was entitled to the honor. The oper-

ation would be immediate and would be better than to have a report
made and claims submitted, which would take considerable time.

Kespectfully,
G. K. WAREBN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864—8 p. m. (Keceived 9 p. m.)

Major-General Warren:
1 will reply fully to your telegram in reference to inscribing battles

on flags so soon as I can ascertain what has been done previously in

this matter and what are my powers in the ])remises. I am under the
imiiression the War Department alone has the power to give the nec-

essary permission.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

Headquari'ers Ninth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams :

Nothing unusual occurred in my front during the last twenty-four
hours.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
Monday^ Sexjtemher 19, 1864—8.30 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : Pursuant to orders received last night, the First Brigade
of this division started at 3.15 a. m. to report to Brigadier-General
Kautz, leaving their picket-line established, taking 1,000 men. At 4
a. m. I dispatched a force to patrol the Jerusalem plank road as far as
Proctor’s farm, and also a party from Gary’s Church to move in the
direction of Beams’. Neither of these have as yet reported back. My
pickets report all quiet. A small party of dismounted men approached
my outside vedettes on the Weldon railroad soon after daylight and
asked for an exchange of papers

j
said they would not fire, if our men

would not, and fell back. I will forward reports from the patrols as

soon as received.

Bespectfully,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- Oerteraf Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 19, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I forward herewith report received* this a. m. from Gen-
eral Kautz, from which it appears that the brigade sent him this a. m.
is now engaged in ascertaining the position and movements of the
enemy. From his reiiorts of his present force and his picket-line, I

presume he has been unable to use more than that brigade in moving
after the enemy while keeping up his picket-line. Colonel Stedman
commands the brigade sent him.

Bespectfully,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864—12.45 p. m.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac

:

I inclose you copy of dispatcht just received from General Kautz,
from which it appears that the force sent him this a. m. has not been
used for the purpose of looking after the enemy reported to be in the
vicinity of Sycamore Church. It was expected that you would give
the necessary instructions to General Kautz, as he is under your orders
and receives instructions from these head(juarters direct only when
some emergency requires it. He was advised by me last night that
you would re-enforce him for the purposes specified, so that lie might be
lirejiared in time, as, from the distance between you, he could not be if

* See Kautz to Weir, 11. .SO a. iii., p. 931.

t See Kautz to Humphreys, 12 m., p. 931.



924 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

be received the intiniatioii from you. But it would appear from bis

note that be received no orders to that effect. Tbe commanding gen-
eral directs that orders to tbe effect of those indicated last nigbt be
given to General Kautz if it bas not been already done.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sej^temher 19, 1864.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Comma^iding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac

:

General Kautz finds no enemy in front of Sycamore Cburcb, and
reports that be will send back tbe brigade of tbe Second Division. Tbe
commanding general considers that tbe picket-line should be re adjusted,

so that Kautz will be charged with picketing from tbe Blackwater to

the James, or rather watching tbe avenues of apiiroacb between them.
By keeping orderlies at tbe telegraph office at Second Corps bead-
quarters I can communicate with you more rapidly than by orderlies

from here.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 19, 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, •

Chief of Staff, &c. :

General: I have just received a report from General Kautz,
tbrougb one of my staff officers whom I sent over to ascertain in regard
to bis movements. Tbe whole country beyond Sycamore Cburcb bas
been examined in every direction from four to five miles, and no trace

of any force of tbe enemy met. General Kautz does not believe in the
fact of any force having been there. I inclose General Kautz’s report
just received.*^

Respectfully,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigad ier- Genera 1.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Biv.^ Cavalry Corps:

Tbe scouting party sent out on tbe Gary’s Cburcb road bas returned;

found no enemy. All remains quiet this morning on tbe line.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. SMITH,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

See Kautz to Weir, 4 p. m,, p. 932.
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Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second T)iv., Cavalry Corps,
September 19^ 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant-General^ Second Div.y Cavalry Corps:

In accordance with instructions from lieadqnarters Second Cavalry
Division, a battalion of the First Maine Cavalry, commanded by Capt.

John A. Heald, left camp at 3.30 tliis a. m. and proceeded, via Lee’s

Mill, to Proctor’s. At Temple’s Shoj) met a rebel picket, wdiom they
charged and drove back to a small reserve between that point and
Proctor’s. There a few shots were exchanged, when the party lied,

leaving in onr possession two carbines, several haversacks, cartridge-

boxes, and shelter-tents. They were closely pursued as far as Proctor’s.

The battalion halted at Proctor’s and sent out scouting parties on the

different roads in that vicinity, but saw no enemy.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. B. SMITH,
Colonel Commanding Brigade.

City Point, Va., September 19, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
Please send me an approximate leport of the number of men for

duty between the James and Appomattox.
Li. S. GKANT,

Lieutenant- Gen eral.

- Hdqrs. Dept, oe Virginia and North Carolina,
September 19, 1864—6.20 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

We have 4,500 infantry (old troops), 4,000 new Pennsylvania troops,

2,500 negro troops at Deep Bottom and 1,000 at Dutch Gap. T'.\ o

brigades of 1,000 each have gone across river to City Point, now on the
march.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Conmianding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864—1 p. m. (Eeceived 1.15 p. m.)

Major-General Butler :

I send you a dispatch* just received from General Kantz, the first

since last night when 1 telegraphed. Colonel Stedman commands the
brigade of cavalry sent to Kantz to enable him to ascertain what the
enemy w^ere about. I had exjiected this information would be obtained
this morning. I am at a loss to account for the appearance of the
enemy at this point unless a dash at onr rear is intended. I have
placed a brigade of infantry on the Norfolk stage road and another at
Ihince George Court-House, but have no troops to extend any farther.

I would therefore suggest if it meets your vieAvs, and you have any
troops to spare, that for the present a brigade be sent to occupy Old

^ See Kautz to Humplireys, 12 m., x). 931.
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Court-House luul assist in resisting’ any dasli on City Point. Slionld
this suggestion he adopted 1 would respectfully request the brigade
connnander be directed to report to Brigadier-General Bonham, in com-
mand of the defenses of City Point. There is nothing else of impor-
tance trauspiriug here.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- GeneraL

ITdqks. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Septe7nber 19, 1864—1.45 p. in.

Major-General Meade:
IDispatch received. I have ordered two brigades of General Heck-

man’s division to proceed at once toward the Old Court-House and
report to General Benham. I have' also ordered General Beuliam to

send a staff officer to meet the troops at Point of Bocks road and direct

their march upon the iioint agreed upon between you and him.
BENJ. E. BUTLER,

Major-Gencraly Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
September 19, 1864—1.20 p. m.

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Defenses, Citg Point:

I have ordered two brigades to cross the river at pontoon bridge, to

march toward the Old Court-House and report to you. You will send a
staff officer to the Point of Rocks road to direct the march of the troops
upon such points or point as may be desired, upon the information or

direction of General Meade.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, September 19, 1864—4.50 p. m.
General Butler:
Your dispatch received 2.30 p. m. while I was out on a reconnaissance.

I sent an aide to the pontoon bridge to direct the largest brigade to

take post at Old Court-House and the smaller at Batte’s house in good
supporting distance, one-third of a mile apart.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier- General.

Dutch Gap, Va., September 19, 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artilleri)

:

Colonel : I have the honor to re])ort that the enemy have continued to

lire at intervals during the day, slightly wounding one or two colored and
one of the light battery men. The latter was struck in the leg by a piece

of shell tired from a light gun opened by the rebels this forenoon. It
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was soon vSileiiced, and did no otlier damage. My men are generally in

good health. I believe Major Ludlow intends to carry out my sugges-
tion of sending over fifty men to capture the enemy’s i)iece to-night.

Am to protect the crossing with the light ])ieces.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
11. H. PIERCE,

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
^Gptemher 19

j
1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding Department

:

There was nothing new on my line yesterday. .Everything seems
very quiet on the part of the enemy; no firing on my front. I had
thought some of riding over to see you to day; if you will be at home I

will do so.

D. B. BIRREY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 19^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreas,
Chief of Staff:

The enemy have opened this morning from the large gun reported as
being placed recently in position. This gun is a 7-inch Broohe, not
columbiad, and fires very effectively into the fourteen-gun battery at

Fort Wilcox. Traverses will have to be put up at once. I would sug-
gest that two of the 30-pounder Parrotts in the rear, near Jordan’s house,
be idaced in the fourteen-gun battery to silence it, or that the Rodman
guns be moved to the jn^oper position in the battery to control its fire.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19

j
1864—1.30 p. m. (Received 1.25 p. m.)

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

Your dispatch is received, and instructions in accordance with the
suggestions have been given to the chief engineer and chief of artillery.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Br igadier-Gei i efal Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I send six deserters iq). There seems to be nothing new. They all

confirm witlidrawal of Hoke’s division from o])])osite my right, and that
Bushrod Johnsou covers the line hitherto occiq)ied by Hoke.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 19, 1864—3.40 p. m. (Received 2.45 p. m.)

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps

:

It is reported from the provost-marshal-geuerars office that deserters
from Wise’s brigade state that Hoke returned yesterday at noon and
lies in rear of Johnson in a ravioe.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 19^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams :

There is nothing to communicate from my line.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

IIdqrs. First Brio., First Div., Tenth Arma^ Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 19, 1864.

Capt. A; Terry,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: The rebels, aided by atmospheric influence, raised the very
devil with our auditory nerves during the night, but anomalous as it

may appear they were unusually quiet in our brigade front. No un-

usual circumstances occurred worthy of notice during the last twenty-
four hours. I give co])y of the substantial part of the report of officer

of the trenches:

Notliiiig' imusual has occurred in our front. The officers in charge of the vedettes
tell me they have not had an^’- hring on our brigade line, and that the enemy have
been more quiet than ever.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. C. VORIS,
Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., September 19, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken
place in the disposition of the troops of my command within the ])ast

twenty-four hours. Yesterday being Sunday there was no fatigue

details except for policing purposes. The trenches are clean and in

excellent order.

Very respectfully, yours,
R. S. FOSTER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
September 19, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

The officers on my picket-line report trains as running all night last
night on the Eichmond and Petersburg Eailroad. As the atmosphere
was damper than usual and I could hear much plainer than usual the
musketry firing in front of Petersburg, it is possible this fact may have
made the noise of passing trains more noticeable, but I think it proper
to report the matter.

JOHN GIBBON,
Major- General.

Hatcher’s, September 19, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Major-General Butler:
We have about 4,000 infantry besides the new regiments, which will

number something over 3,000; 1,200 artilleryc This does not include
the two brigades sent to City Point.

JOHN GIBBON,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 19, 1864.

Major-General Gibbon,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

General: I have read the communication of your chief of artillery,

with your indorsement thereon, of the 14th instant. The difficulties

suggested therein I trust are not insurmountable. That you may under-
stand the exact condition of matters, a short statement of the history
of the organization of the artillery upon our line may be necessary.
Colonel Abbot, of the First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, was ordered
to report to me in charge of the siege train of the Armies operating
against Eichmond, and it was requested by the lieutenant-general that
he should be put in charge of all the heavy artillery. Therefore it was
arranged in organizing this command that so far as supplying the
guns in xiosition with ordnance stores and ammunition and general
supervision of the artillery on the line, the line should be under charge
of Colonel Abbot, he making reports when called upon to the C()r])s

commanders and to these headquarters. But in all matters of using
artillery, of directing its action, and its disposition in action, of course
the entire control would be under the corps commanders. This has
been found to work well and without trouble up to now. I hold Colonel
Abbot responsible that a proper supply of ammunition is always kept
up in the several redoubts and batteries where there is artillery in

position. I should not suppose that any troops would be moved with-

out your orders. If, however, this is not satisfactory I would, on con-

ference with you, see what modifications of the present arrangement
could be made. I would be happy to confer with you upon the subject
at any time.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

BfiNJ. E. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Comm andi ng.

39 R R--yOL XLII, FT II
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Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
iSeptemher 19^ 1864.

BrigadicT-Creiieral Stannard,
Connnaiidiug First Fivision

:

General: 1 am instructed by tlie major-general commanding to say

that two brigades of the Second Division of the corps have been ordered

away temporarily, and that in case the enemy should Gireaten an
attack you will have to send a portion of your force to the support of

General Heckman. General Heckman will be directed to call upon you
for troops in case of need.

Very respectfully,
THEODORE READ,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
• tleptemher 19^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. C. A. Heckman,
Conimamding iSecoud^ Division :

General: The major-general commanding directs that you order
two strong brigades of your division to march at once, via Point of

Rocks bridge, to City Point, to report to Brigadier-General Benham at

tiie latter point. A staff officer from General Benham will probably
meet tlie command at Point of Rocks; if not, it will proceed direct to

City Point, a staff* officer being sent on to announce the command to

General Benham. As great dispatch is required, the command must
move without wagons of any kind and three days’ rations be sent after

them this afternoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THEODORE READ,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Point, Va., September 19, 1864.

General Kautz,
Gommandiny Cavalry, near Sycamore Church :

Having been directed by General Meade to take command of the
defenses at this ])oint, and understanding that you are now at the front
near Hycamore Church, wliere the enemy are supposed to be, I shall
l)e obliged if you will send me Avord as to the entire disappearance of
the rebels from your front, or as to the probabilities of their approach
from that direction at any time. 1 would suggest that, if you hawe
anything to communicate to headquarters, perhaps the quickest way
Avould be to send direct to the telegraph office here and have the dis-

patches sent over the Avires. I offer this merely as a suggestion, not
knowing your facilities of communication.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
H. W. BEXHAM,

Driyad ier- Genera I, Commandiny.
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Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 19^ 1861—3 p. m.

Brigadier-General Benham:
General : The reconnaissance in the vicinity of Sycamore Church

has returned, and Report that there has been no enemy in that vicinity

since last Friday. There is nothing in my front except rebel scouts

that annoy the pickets at times.

Very respectfully, &c.,

AUGUST Y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- Genera 1.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Septemher 19y 1864—11.30 a. m.

Capt. H. C. AVeir,
' Assistant' Adjutant- General., Second Cavalry Division:

Captain: The reports in from the picket-lines show all to be quiet

along the line. Captain Speers, at Sycamore Church, reports the enemy
in force in his front, but says they made no offensive demonstrations.
I have directed Colonel Stedman to ascertain what this force is, and
what it is doing there. My report of the scout -on the Kith will be
sent you this afternoon as soon as it can be prepared. All of the sub-
ordinate rei)orts are notlin yet. 1 will also transmit my report of the
extent and nature of my line at the same time.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General, Comm anding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 19, 1861—12 m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : Caiitain Speers, stationed at Sycamore Church, in his re-

port this morning, reports the enemy in force in his front, but that they
made no demonstration against his line last night, and that all is quiet.

I have directed Colonel Stedman to ascertain more particularly the
nature and strength of the enemy’s force, and will probably know more
about it this afternoon.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1861—12.35 p. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division :

General: Your note of 12 m. was received with some surprise by
the commanding general, as it was expected that the force sent you at
3 a. m. would have enabled you to make a strong reconnaissance from
Sycamore Church this morning, as it was sent for that pur])ose.

A. A. IIUMPIIUKYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,
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Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 19, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General : I regret that I misunderstood the purport of your note.

I presumed that tlie force was to be held in reserve to await a develop-
ment of the intentions of the enemy, as they must be some distance
from here. I have and still consider any force in that position as
rather mythical. I will, however, go down at once and look after them
in person.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 19, 1864—4 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I proceeded down the stage road toward Sycamore Church
and met Colonel Stedman returning. He reiiorts that tliere is no enemy
in the vicinity of Sycamore Church, and that there has not been any
there since Friday. I have directed Colonel Stedman to report back to

his division with his command. I will investigate Captain Siieers’

reports and ascertain how far he was justified in reiterating his rei)ort

of last night this morning.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 19, 1864—4 p. m.

Capt, H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Cavalry Division:

Captain : I directed Colonel Stedman to move his force down on the
stage road and send a small force to reconnoiter in the vicinity of

Sycamore Church. As I anticipated, he found no enemy, nor has any
been seen there since last Friday. I have directed Colonel Stedman to

return to his camp and rei)ort to you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.

Headquarters Kautz’s Cavalry Division,
September 19, 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Cavalry Division :

Captain : I would respectfully call the attention of the general com-
manding the cavalry to the state of the i)icket-line held by my command.
Commencing on the right, in the vicinity of Davenport Church, there
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is a coiitimious line of pickets exteiuliii^- eastward by Baxter’s Mill to

Moiiat Sinai Chiircbj thence across to Bollins’, on the Powliatan stage
road, and down the road to Sycamore Church and Cocke’s Mill, a dis

tance in all its windings of nearly fifteen miles. To perform this duty
I have three regiments and what is left of the First District of Columbia
Cavalry, in all not more than 1,400 men. This line is maintained by
posting half of the command on alternate days. It is nevertheless too

extended to prevent small parties and individual spies and scouts from
passing, and quite a number have been killed, wounded, or by the
enemy captured in the past month. These captures were only dimin-
ished by dismounting the men and posting them as infantry. The
restlessness of the horse revealed the sentinel’s i)osition in the night to

the lurking foe, who generally were on foot and made their attacks from
the inside of the line. When it becomes necessary to dismount the men
and separate them from their horses to perform their duty, it seems to be
a legitimate duty of infantry, and it would be economy to perform all the
duty that can be done with infantry by that arm. The duty is very
fatiguing to the command and does not accomplish its object—that is,

keeping out scouts and spies. It would be much less fatiguing to my
(!ommand to occupy the main avenues of approach and communication
by frequent ijatrols. To make the line effective against small parties, as
well as to give warning and retard the advance of a large force, my
command should either be materially increased or the length of the
line reduced. The seasons of inactivity should be devoted to the recu-
])eration and discipline of cavalry. The maintenance of such long
])ieket-lines for weeks at a time by cavalry exclusively is destructive of
discipline and ruinous to the horses, and destroys its efficiency for sud-
den and quick movements, which 1 consider to be the legitimate duty
of our cavalry. It is too expensive an arm of service to be wasted away
and broken down for defensive purposes that can be as ^yell or better
performed by infantry, with the assistance of a relatively small force of
mounted men to carry intelligence. Our cavalry cam])s, necessarily
weak in themselves, are by the present system placed beyond all

intrenched lines,' and, when attacked suddenly, are at the mercy of the
enemy, and, as in the case of the First District of Columbia Cavalry,
tlie records of the regiment are lost. I do not submit these suggestions
in a spirit of complaint

j
the necessities of the service justify all devia-

tions from established rules, but I consider it my duty to represent my
command as it is, in order to relieve myself from the responsibility of
any consequences that may result from conditions that may possibly
not be altogether unavoidable. At present there are no reserves; a
small force can dash through at almost any point of the line, and to

pursue them a i)ortion of the line must for the time being be abandoned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUdlTST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division.

Butler’s Headquarters,
/September 19^ 1864.

Commanding Officer,
Fort Poivhatan:

The enemy’s cavalry are reported in force on the Blackwater. Keep
a sharj) lookout.

B. F. BUTLEB,
Major- General., Commanding.
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Headquarters Arma^ of the James,
Sepiemher 19, 1864—10,05 a. m.

Hrigadier-General Shepleau
Norfoll', Va. :

I lia\"e ordered one company of tlie New York Mounted Eifles to

report to you at Williamsburg. I luwe also ordered the remains of the
Wisconsin regiment, about 40() men, to report to you for duty to relieve

the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts as jail guards, the men of which
will be ordered to join their regiments. 1 would not at present relieve

the negro trooi)S. The question of our right to employ negro troo^is as
a provost guard in the city of Norfolk must be fully settled by perfect
(piiet before we can consent to relieve them.

BENJ. F. BUTLEK,
Major-General.

Septeaiber 19, 18G4.
.
(Keceived 9.55 p. m.)

General Sheplea",
Norfolk, Va.

:

The enemy’s cavalry is reported in force on the Blackwater. Keep
a sharp lookout, as it is barely possible they may make a dash towiird
Portsmouth.

GEO. A. KENSEL,
Lieutenant- Colon el and Aethuf Chief of Staff.

Norfolk, Ya., September 19, 1864.

Brigadier-Genera! Yogdes,
Commanding Defennes, cOc., Portsmouth, Va.

:

General: The enemy’s cavalry is reported in force on the Black-
water. Keep a. sharp lookout, as they [may] make a dash upon your
lines.

By order of Brigadier-General Shepley:
WICKHAM HOFFMAN,

A ssistan t A dju ta }t t-Gen era 1.

Washington, 1). C., September A), 1864.

Lieutenant General Grant
,

City Point

:

You recollect the answer you wrote to the letter of the President I

took to you at Culpeper. The copperheads charge that the President
has interfered with your arrangements, but that correspondence com-
pletely contradicts the charge, and the publication Avould justify botli

you and the President. Have you any objection to its publication f

IMeiise answer by telegraph.
E. B. WASHBCIINE.

City Point, Ya., September 20, 1864—li p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Washington, I). C.:

Tlie Kichmond Sentinel of to-day ha^ the following:

A sliglit ripple of excitement was produced here yesterday by the report that a

A'aukee raiding party was advancing on Gordonsville, and were within a few miles
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of that place. The result of all our inquiries on this head is, that this report orig-

inated in the fact that early yesterday a party of Yankee raiders, whose uninher is

not known, visited Rapidan bridge, and after destroying it proceeded to Liberty
Mills, live or six miles above, which they also destroyed. From this lattei' place they
are supposed to have gone hack to Culpeper.

U. S. GKANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., Septemher ^0, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
General Lee claims in an official dispatch that in driving hack our

pickets on the left they captured 90 men from ns. In tlie cavalry fight

lie claims to have captured 300 jirisoners, a large amount of horses, and
some arms, besides 2,500 cattle. The ease with tvhich our men of late

fall into the hands of the enemy would indicate that they are rather
willing-^ prisoners.

U. S. GPANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 1864. (Sent 9.10 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have sent to Warren and Davies for official reports of their losses

on the IGtli and 17th instant. Warren’s loss in the reconnaissance of
tlio loth was slight, but on the 17th, simultaneously Avith the cavalry
raid, a dash was made along the whole length of Warren’s picket-line,

and I should not be surprised if they picked up a nufnber of prisoners.

Kantz lost neaily the whole of the First District of Columbia Cavalry
besides many of his pickets; his estimate, hoAvever, was not as large as
Lee reports, 300.

GEO, G, MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, Va., September ^0, 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Meade :

General Gregg told me on the way up to Baltimore that his division
of cavalry now numbered 6,000 for (luty. This gives us a caATilry force

of over 9,000 men all told. I Avant such disposition made of the cav-
alry at once asAvill give from 3,000 to 4,000 ready for a service, which I

will make known to you either by letter or by calling on you.
LI. S.^CPANT,

lAeutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20

^
1864—11 a. m. (Keceived 11.15 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have nothing of particular importance to report this morning
beyond what has already been commuidcated in special dispatches.
The enemy yesterday opened from a heavy gun, said to be a 7-inch
Brooke jilaced in their second limum Cemetery Bidge backof th(‘ mine.
Measures are being taken to r( i)ly to this piece and silence it. There
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seems to be reliable evidence that Hoke’s division lias returned to tlie

left of tlie enemy’s line, but instead of resuming' its former jiosition in
the trenches it is massed in rear behind Cemetery liidge.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20^ 1864—11.10 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I propose to visit you at City Point to-day if you are going to be

at your quarters and you have no objection.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

City Point, September 20, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

I shall be at home all day and will be glad to see you here. Admiral
Porter and the Assistant Secretary of the Navy will be here.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864--12.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Gregg’s last official report for the 10th instant gives the
aggregate present for duty, officers and men, 3,898. Kautz does not
make any returns, but I understood from him that his four regiments
averaged about 400 for duty. As one, the First District of Columbia,
has been nearly destroyed in the recent raid, I should estimate Kautz
at not more than 1,500 effectives; this, allowing for increase of re-

cruits since last return, would give at the outside about 5,500 for all

the cavalry available for duty. I will instruct Generals Davies and
Kautz to hold their commands in readiness for your orders. In the
absence of these orders I do not know of any different disposition ex-

cept to concentrate Davies’ division, about 4,000, and leave the picket-

ing from the infantry left to Kautz.
GEO. G. MEADE,

' Major-General.

I have called for returns from Davies and Kautz to date.

Walthall House Signal Station,
September 20, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher, Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working on breast-works to our
right of Clifton and on fort southwest of the town. The following

has been intercepted

:

10 A. M.

Colonel B[rent]:

The camps to our left of open space have decreaseth only nine tents remaining.
One gnn-hoat above pontoon.

J. A. S., ,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)
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12 .45 .

Colonel B[rent] :

One brigade of infantry came from Bermuda Hundred and stopped on open space
to our left of Cobb’s and are now drilling. Eleven wagons ])asse(l open space going
to the enemy’s front in Cbestertield.

.1. Q. E.
(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 20^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : A camp and wagon park heretofore seen in western sub-

urbs of Petersburg have disapiieared. A train of about forty wagons
passed southward on the road west of city at 2.30 this p. m. About 500
men came into the city from the southwest and moved toward the works
opposite Tenth Corps front. A large number of horses, supposed to be
artillery horses, observed daily being taken to Avater in the vicinity of
Pocahontas, have not been seen since last Saturday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 20^ 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

There has been no change in the disposition of my troops or lines

since last report, except such as are going on under charge of the
engineer department. I have about 2,400 on fatigue duty.

WINPD S. HANCOCK,
Major- Ge7ieral.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septe^nher 20^ 1864—1.35 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second, Corj)s

:

The major-general commanding directs that you relieve the cavalry
picket-line from the plank road to the vicinity of Davenport Church.
Tlie cavalry picket-line crosses the plank road near the (*4iurch.

The Ninth Corps will picket on the right of the plank road—that is, the
right looking south. The cavalry will picket from Daven])ort Church
toward the James. The exact point of connection with the cavalry
should be mutually agreed upon. These directions are to be carried
out immediately.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff'.
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Headquarters Second Arma" Corps,
Septcmher W, 1864.

General IIumphrea^s,
Chief of Staff:

Do you intend tliat my pickets are to be put as far out as the cavalry
are! 1 so understand from the order. Please tell me where Daven-
]>ort Church is. I do not find it on any map I have.

WINF’l) S. HAiSrCOCK,
Major-Oeueral.

Headquarters Army of the Potoaiac,
September 20^ 1864—8 p. m. (Ke('eived 3.15 ]). m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps :

It is intended by General Meade that your pickets should be about
on the line of the cavalry pickets, which it is understood cross the i)Iaidv

road near Gary’s Church. Davenport Church is on the road from Mount
Zion fUiurch to Lee’s Mill, about one mile and a half southwest of the
Norfolk railroad.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 20^ 1864. (Received 7.30 ]>. m.)

General Humphreys :

As my picket-line is about four miles in front of my troops, 1 think
it would be well to have one of my brigades out near the intrenchment.
As the picket-line is situated now, if a break occurs we might not hear
of it until the enemy are in our camps, as the shots could not be heard.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
3Iajor-General.

Headquarters Second Army (yORPs,
September 2<8 1864. (Received 7.30 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff :

Has there been any authoritative designation of the forts and bat-

teries!

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—8 p. m. (Received 8.03 ]». m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Yes. The commanding general says send a brigade to the rear line

of intrenchments.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—The list and sketch ot l)atterie.s and redoubts Inm nol Ix'cn scnit

in as complete- yet.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSeptember 20, 1864—8,40 p, m. (Received 8.50 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

General Davies is directed to send out detacliments to be posted in

front of the infantry pickets on the main road, so as to give timely
notice to them of the ap])roach of the enemy. The commanders of the
detachments are to be put in communication with the commanders ot

the infantry pickets in front of whicli they are posted.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sepjtember 20, 1864—9.30 p. m.

General Hancock:
A salute of 100 guns is to be fired at sunrise to-morrow from the guns

bearing on the enemy on General ButlePs line, on General Birney’s

line, and on the portion of the line occupied by General Hancock’s
troox)s, in honor of General Sheridan’s victory in the Shenandoah
Valley.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A dj iitam t- General.

(Same to Major-Generals Warren and Parke and Brigadier-General
Davies.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—10.15 p. m. (Received 10.20 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corpus :

The commanding general directs that the picket-line south of the
rear line of works be so modified to-morrow morning as to run from
the vicinity of Robertson’s, on the Weldon railroad, easterly, crossing
tlie plank road near Wascher’s or Lucado’s, thence past 0. Brown’s to

vicinity of Davenimrt Church. The line best adapted to the purpose
to be selected between the points named.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General 'and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—10.30 p. m. (Received 10.35 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

General Parke is directed to have his ])ickets connect with yours at

the point designated this afternoon.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

. Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 20, 1864—11,15 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I tliiuk proper to inform yon that a cavalry officer reported to an
officer of General Miles’ staff that the enemy’s infantry had fired upon
our cavalry picket on the Kearns’ Station road this evening. I do not
know whether this is to be credited or not, but give it for what it is

Avorth.

WINK’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- Getterah

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 20^ 1864—8.45 p. m. (Received 10 i). m.)

Major-General Parke,
Comnumdmg Ninth Corps:

I have relieved the caAmlry pickets from the plank road to the
Davenport Church. I am informed that your pickets are one mile
to my rear, where they strike the plank road. This will leave the
Kearns’ Station road open and expose my inckets to be taken in rear.

I also understand that General Ferrero was out the plank road this

evening to the point Avhere the cavalry pickets crossed it, and consid-

ered it too far to the front for the infantry pickets. It is between three
and four miles to the front of our line, but I referred the matter this

afternoon to General Meade, who directed that the infantry pickets
should be placed about on the line jiicketed by the cavalry.

WIND’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General^ Commandmg.

(Copy to General Humiffireys.)

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 20y 1864.

General Hancock:
Your dispatch received. I will direct the officer in command of the

left of my xucket-line to connect with and cover your right on the x>lank

road. When the left of my line was i)OSted the position was shown to

an officer of your command.
JNO. G. PAKKE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 20, 1864. (Received 11 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock:
One of my staff’ officers Avill start out at daylight to-morroAA^ to locate

our picket-line on the line indicated in dispatch from headcpiarters
Army of the Potomac of 10.15 p. m. and establish a connection with
your right on the plank road. My line, as occupied this evening, con-

forms nearly with the line indicated.

JNO. G. PAKKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Second Corps,
Septe7nber 20^ 1864—9 p. m.

Brigadier-General Davies,^
Commanding Cavalry

:

General : Maior-Geiieral Hancock has directed me to say that he
has been informed from army headquarters that you would send out
detachments of cavalry to be posted in front of the infantry pickets on
the main roads, and that the commander of these detachments should
be put in communication with the commander of the infantry i:)ickets.

The general directs me to inform you that the commander of his pick-

ets will be found to-night at Browifs house, where the picket-line crosses

the Lee’s Mill road.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. MITCHELL,

Major and Aide-de-Ca^np.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 31. i

September 20^ 1864.

I. The Court of Inquiry, of which Capt. E. Bruce Eicketts, First
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, is president, convened by Special Orders,
No. 218, current series., headquarters Second Army Corx)S, to examine
into and report upon the loss of one gun of the Twelfth New York Bat-
tery, during the engagement of August 25, 1864, at Eeams’ Station,

Va., give the following as their opinion thereon: In the opinion of the
court no blame is imputable to any person or i)ersons for the loss of
one gun of the Twelfth New York Battery in the action of August 25,
1864.

II. The proceedings of the Court of Inquiry iu the foregoing case,

having been submitted to the major-general commanding, are approved.
By order of Major-General Hancock;

WM. P. WILSON,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Briuade, Second Army Corps,
September 20^ 1864.

Lieut. William N. Chamberlin,
Commandmg First New Hampshire Battery:

Lieutenant: The captain commanding instructs me to say that he
directs you to report with your battery to General Miles, commanding
First Division, to accomiiany a brigade going into a position near the
Finn house, at daylight to-morrow morning, the 21st. You will re^iort

in person to General Miles to-night for instructions.

Very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
U.'D. EDDY,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- Getteral.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 20, 1864.

General Miles,
Comtnatiditig First Division

:

General: The major-general commanding desires you to furnish a
detail of 500 men, suitably officered, for picket. The picket is intended
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to relieve the cavalry picket from the plank road over to Davenport
Church, the right resting on the plank road. The detail will inarch by
the headquarters of the cavalry, where a staff officer of the cavalry
will be found to go with the officer commanding the detail. If the offi-

cer in charge of the detail be sent to these headquarters he will receive
further instructions.

I am, general, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. WILSON,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
ISepteniber 30

^
1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant A djutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in

my front yesterday or last night; all very quiet. The enemy’s cavalry
jiickets on the road running west from Vaughan asked for some of our
orders respecting deserters. A parcel was sent out to them yesterday
afternoon.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—9.30 a. m.

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The Richmond papers claim that your losses in the affairs of the lOth
and 17th amounted to between 60 and 80. The commanding general
Mesires that you will report, with as little delay as practicable, your
losses in killed, wounded, and missing on those occasions.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hioadquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864.

General Meade:
I notice in the order of General Sherman he orders Atlanta to be

inscribed on the flags of his arln 3^ Some of our regiments put these
things on without orders or authority, and I think the Governor of
Pennsylvania has issued orders authorizing the names of battles to be
inscribed.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—10.45 a. m. (Received 11.30 a. m.)

Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

I am directed by the commanding general to acknowledge your two
disi)atches of yesterday and to-day in relation to inscriptions on flags.
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General Ordert^, No. 19, of 1802, from the Headquarters of the Army,
eoiitaiiis the onl}^ iiistruetious ever reeeived from the War J)ei)artment
111)011 the subject and directs that the commanding general of the army
take the necessary steps to carry out the order, but so far as know n the
General-in-Chief lias never published any regulations to govern the mat-
ter, and General Meade does not, therefore, consider himself authorized
to direct that inscriptions be placed on the flags. He will, how^evcr, do
all in his powder to carry out your wishes with respectto the inscriptions

and w ill at once issue an order for corps commanders to appoint boards
to determine w^hat regiments and batteries are entitled to have the
names of battles on their colors. The commanding general does not
know' whether General Sherman and Governor Curtin were authorized
to give the order issued by them which you cite. For the regulations
respecting chevrons please see paragraph 1586, General Regulations,
and x>aragraph 5, General Orders, No. 191, of 1863, War Department.
The regulations do not appear to authorize a chevron for each battle.

For those edlowed it is xirobably only necessary to make a requisition

on the War Department.
S. WILLIAMS, •

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sex^temher 20., 1864—1.20 p. m.

Major-Gei leral Warren

,

Commanding Fifth Corj)s:

The major-general commanding directs that you return the detach-
ment of 200 cavalry serving with you to General Davies, and that you
relieve the cavalry ])icket connecting with your left as far around as a
point south of the Gurley house. General Parke will relieve them from
that i)oint westward. A suitable point of connection for the pickets of

the twm corps will be mutually agreed on. These directions will be
carried out at once.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Duplicate sent by orderly.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
SexHemher 20^ 1864—2.40 x?. m.

General Humphreys:
I ])resume it is not intended for us to occupy the cavalry xucket-line;

it is too far out. I chink a good line w^ndd be about east from tlie Per-

kins house on the railroad, Avheremy infantry i)ickets now^ are. I could
connect wdth (General Parke on the road running southeasterly froui

the Gurley homse,
Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 20, 1864—2.25 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
I liave just received orders to relieve tlie line of cavalry iiickets from

a point south of the Gurley house to the i)lank road in the vicinity of

the church. I am directed to connect with you on the right at such a
point as we may mutually agree upon. I will go over to your head-
quarters and determine this point with you and bring you a sketch of

the ground.
J. G. PARKE,-

Major- General.

Signal Station in front of Fifth Corps,
September 20, 1864—1.05 p. m.

Colonel Locke:
At 10 a. m. eleven wagons, loaded with hay, passed to our left on

plank road. At 12.30 seventeen wagons passed to our left, apparently
loaded.

Respectfully,
GEO. J. CLARKE,

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, TJ. S. Army.

Headquarters Army^ of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—3.45 p. m. (Received 4.10 p. m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

It was the intention of the commanding general that the infantry
pickets should occupy nearly the line of the cavalry pickets. These it

is understood were iiosted along the road running from Wyatt’s in a
southeasterly direction to the intersection of a road from Gary’s Church
to Reams’ Station, then up that road to Gary’s Church, or near there,

crossing the plank road in that vicinity. Probably the cavalry xnckets
were pressed a little beyond the line I have indicated after General
Gregg was directed to push them out as far as practicable, but never
reported how far out he had i)ushed them.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 20, 1864.

Brigadier-General Griffin,
Commanding First Division

:

Instructions have been received to extend the infantry jiicket-line so

as to relieve the cavalry, who are to be withdrawn. The general com-
manding wishes you to have 500 men ready to send out, and an officer

Avill be sent to you to assist in establishing the iiicket-line as soon as
its location is agreed upon.

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assista nt A dj iitan t- Gen era 1.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Fifth Army Corps,
No. 53. )

tSeptemher 20^ 1864.

The general commanding has noticed the fact that some regiments
of this command have sent their colors to the rear during engagements
with t[)e enemy, the very occasion when they sliould bear them un-

fiiiied, protect and defend them. Every regiment should consider it

vital to its honor to guard and defend its colors to the last extremity
through every peril. It is directed, therefore, in future that each regi-

ment bear its colors when in battle line on the held of action as well as

at other times.

By command of Brigadier-General Griffin

:

GEO. MONTEITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 20, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutan t- General

:

I have the honor to report ail quiet on my front during the last

twenty-four hours.
JNO. G. PAKKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—1,30 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you relieve the line of

cavalry pickets from a point south of the Gurley house to the plank
road in the vicinity of the church. General Warren will relieve them
from his left to a point south of the Gurley house, the point of union
of your pickets to be mutually agreed upon. General Hancock will

take u]) the line at or near the i)lank road. The change is to be made
immediately.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army (k)RPS,
September 20, 1864—3.45 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The cavalry picket-line is at least two miles in front of our line,

through the Williams house. Do you inean that we should relieve the
cavalry in the line they now occu])y, or take up a better line for infan-

try, so that the cavalry may retired

Very respectfully,

JNO. G. ICVKKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
September' 20^ 1864—4 p. m. (Eeceived 4.30 p. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

It was tlie intention of tlie commanding general that yon should
occupy the line of the cavalry pickets or nearly that line. Gregg pick-
eted from the Wyatt house on a road running southwest from there un-
til it intersected a road running from Gary’s Church to Kearns’ Station,
then up tliat road to Gary’s Church, crossing the plank road in that
vicinity. It was the intention of the commanding general that the in-

fantry picket-line should run across from Wyatt’s to Gary’s Church, &c.
Gregg did not report how far he had pushed out his pickets after you
requested him to push them out as far as possible.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20^ 1864—10.15 p. m. (Received 10.20 p. m.)

Mnjor-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps : .

It is reported from the Second Corps that your pickets are one mile
to the rear of those of the Second Corps on the plank road. The com-
manding general directs that ywr line be so modihed as to connect
with that of the Second Corps at the point designated.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters I^inth Army Corps,
September 20. 1864—10.40 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

Dispatch 10.15 received. I have ordered the left of my picket-line to

be advanced to-night to connect with and cover the right of General
Hancock’s line. The line that we took up this evening conforms as

nearly with the line indicated in your dispatch striking the plank road
at Wascher’s or Lucado’s. I have directed a staff officer to go out at

daylight to-morrow, establish close connection with General Warren’s
and General Hancock’s lines, and locate our line between the points of

junction on the most favorable ground.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

[Indorsement.]

It would seem from this tbat the line taken up by General Parke’s
pickets did not conform to tliat i)rescribed but to the one ordered for

to-morrow.
A. A. H[UMPHREYS].
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 20^ 1864.

MaJ. (xeR. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potoinae:

General : I have tlie honor to report all quiet along the line pick-

eted by the cavalry. In obedience to your instructions I have ordered
Colonel Smith to extend his line to the Blackwater (at Two Bridges)
and General Kautz to connect at that point, and picket to James Biver
at a iioint between Coggins’ Point and Wind-Mill Point, and to cover all

roads and to patrol in order to arrest all deserters. This order will be
carried out this morning; when completed I will report the facts.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—12 m. (Keceived 12.10 p. m.)

General H. E. Davies,
Commanding Cavalry:

The commanding general desires to have a more complete report
from General Kautz than that just sent in by you. He wishes to have
General Kautz make a full report of the operations of his command
from the commencement to the termination of the recent raid of the
enemy, together with a statement of his losses, and it is requested that
the report be sent in with as little delay as practicable.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—1.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Botomac:

General: The major-general commanding directs that you concen-
trate your division and be prepared for immediate movement. General
Warren will be directed to send back to you the detachment of 200 men
serving with him, and relieve your pickets as far as south of the Gurley
house. General Parke will relieve them from that point to the plank
road, and General Hancock will relieve them from the plaidv road to

the vicinity of Davenport Church. General Kautz will be charged by
you with picketing and watching the line from the vicinity of Daven-
])ort Church to the James Kiver. Every available man must be brought
into the ranks.

A. A. HUMPHKEyS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864—8.30 p. m. (Eeceived 8.50 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac:
(Through headquarters Second Corps.)

The commanding general instrinds m(‘. to say that the immediate
necessity for your movement no longer exists, and directs that you
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seud out detacbmeiits to be posted in front of tbe infantry pickets on
tbe main roads, so as to give timely notice to tliem of tbe approach of
tbe enemy. Tbe 'commanders of tbe detacbments should be put in

communication with the commanders of tbe infantry pickets in front of
which they are posted. It is presumed these detacbments could be
readily called in should it be necessary for vou to move.

A.'' A. HUMPHKP]YS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 20., 1864—9.15 a. m.

Hon. Edavin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War, Washington, J). C.:

I bad tbe honor to ask authority for tbe recruitment of another
regiment from prisoners of Avar at Point Lookout for service on tlie

Northern frontier. This is recommended by tbe lieutenant-general.
Ha\dng beard nothing from the communication, I presume it mis-

(tarried.

I3ENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

War Department,
Washington, September 20, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Bermuda Hundred

:

Your application to recruit a regiment from prisoners of war was
presented to me yesterday by tbe Adjutant-General and approved. Tbe
order is probably on its way to you by mail.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

City Point, September 20, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
Tbe points held by tbe two brigades you have sent below here I pre-

sume are important, in Anew of tbe late successful raid of tbe enemy. I

would like, bowevw, that you should bold it Avitb troops from the Tenth
Corps, so-as to keep all the force possible in Bermuda Hundred.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie u ten a n t- Genera 1.

City Point, September 20, 1864.

Major-General Butler and General Meade:
Fire a salute of 100 guns in honor of Sheridan’s great Auctory in tbe

Shenandoah Valley. The salute may be tired at 7 o’clock to-morrow
morning from shotted guns at such points as you mav select.

U. S. GRANT,
Lie n tvna nt-Genera 1.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20^ 1864—6.45 p. m. (Keceived 6.50 p. m.)

Major-General Butler :

I have received your dispatch, and have given orders for iny batteries

on the left of Birney’s line to open so soon as that officer ceases tiring.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Gen eral.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 2()j 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

My line has been very quiet; nothing of interest, except the opening
of the Brooke gun. I will withdraw to-night a portion of my center to

the new line in rear, which is completed that far, still holding the
advance line. The work on second line is progressing rapidly, and 1

think a week will complete the redoubts.
I). B. BIENEY,

Major-General.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
September 20, 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

The following report from General Hunt, chief of artillery, as to the
measures taken to silence the Brooke gun, is communicated for your
information

:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Before Feiershurg, September 20, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : 1 yesterday examined the position of.the large gnn, apparently a colum-
biad, recently placed in position by the enemy about 1,800 yards northwesterly from
Fort Morton. It is west of the railroad cut, about opposite Fort Haskell, from which
it is hidden by a wood. Fort Morton can bring four guns to bear upon it, and I have
directed the two siege guns now there, and two others transferred from Battery 17,

near the Avery house, with the 10-inch mortars, to be opened upon it whenever it

fires. In the meantime measures are being taken to determine accurately the bear-
ing and distance from the 8-inch mortars near Forts Haskell and Stedman that a
heavy fire may be concentrated upon it.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

A. A. HUMPHBEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 20, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : I have nothing to report thi.s morning, except the expend-
iture of 116 rounds of ammunition, fired at the enemy^s Avorks and
working parties. I have the honor to re(piest that the cliief quarter-
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master of the corps be directed to supply 10,000 feet of rope for mantlets.
The cannoneers are, in many of the batteries, very much exposed to the
fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, and the engineer department declines
to issue rope.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

R. H. JACKSON,
Lieut. Col.., AsHistant Irispector- General and Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
• ¥ear Petershurg, Va., September 20, 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : Nothing of interest has occurred on my line during the
past twenty-four hours. Only one casualty is reported. Tlie enemy are
busy strengthening their line and adding to their obstructions. The
work on our line is progressing well, and the line is rapidly changing
from a rifle-pit to a good infantry parapet. On my left it is being
revetted with sods ; on the right, in center, it will have a log revetment.
The new line on the right of Sanger’s battery is sufficiently advanced
'to be occupied. There is still much to be done to Redoubt No. 3, but
Colonel Rockwell, Avho has the matter in charge, is iiushing the vnnk
as rapidly as the means at his disposal .will permit.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED H. TERRY,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

• [First indorsement.]

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg, Va., September 20, 1864.

Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, who will occupy the
new line on the right of Sanger’s battery to-night, still occupying
advaiKic line with picket-line.

Bv command of Major-General Birney:
CHAS. H. GRAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters First Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Ya., September 20^ 1864.

Respectfully referred to Col. J. C. Abbott, Seventh New Hampshire
Volunteers, commanding Second Brigade, Avho is charged with the
carrying into effect the disposition of the troo[)s directed in the above
indorsement.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry:

A. TERRY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Ya., September 20, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken
place in the disposition of the troops of this division during the ])ast
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twenty-four liours. Fatigue details amounting in all to COO men were
at work during tlie night on Fort MeGilvery, the lunette, and the rifle-

pits on the right and left of Fort MeGilvery. Quite a number of de-

serters came into my lines during the night of the 18th instant, but
were not reported to me early enough to be mentioned in my report of

yesterday.
Eespectfully, yours,

K. S. FOSTER,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding

.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 20^ 1864—11.30 a. m.

Oapt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Cavalry Division:

Captain: The picket reports are in, and all is reported quiet.

Small parties show themselves at points along the line, but no force.

The commanding officer of the brigade on the left reports that he
has not men enough to hold down to Cocke’s Mill; the telegraph road
is therefore open in that direction. It should be held if only to inter-

cept our own deserters that are constantly escaping in that direction.

The demoralization of the First District of Columbia Cavalry, in con-

sequence of the affair of the 16th, and the cax)ture of the greater portion
of the officers, seems to be the main cause of the alarm in that vicinity.

They are in a fit state to snatch at any story afloat. The sooner the
transfer to the First Maine is effected the better. Special Orders, Ho. 92,

has just been received, which will correct the line as recommended.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Division.

Horfolk, Va., September 20, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Point of BoclcSj Va. :

We have neither heard nor seen anything of the enemy.
Resimctfully, &c..

GEO. F. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier- General^ Comm an ding.

Hon. E. B. Washburne:

City Point, Va., September 2fl864.
(Received 10.30 a. m.)

1 have no objection to the President using anything 1 have ever
written to him as he sees fit. I think, however, for him to attempt to
answer all the charges the opposition will bring against him will be
like setting a maiden to work to prove her chastity.

U. S. GRANT,
JA c-ii tenant-(}eneraL
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U. S. Ship Onondaga,
James River

^
September 21^ 1864.

Lieut. Geu. U. S. Grant,
Comdfj. Armies of the United States, Hdqrs. City Point:

General : I have ordered one of tlie guii-boats off the Ohickahominy
to ])atrol the river Avith boats to Jamestown Island, and another gun-
boat to patrol from the mouth of the Ohickahominy to Wilcox’s Wharf,
and have instructed the commander of the Hunchback to examine the
swash channel off* Jamestown Island every day.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MELANOTOl^ SMITH,

Captain and Divisional Officer, Commandiny in James River.

. Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Provost-Marshal-General’s Departaient,

September 21., 1864.

Major-General Huaiphreys, GMeJ of Staff:

General : A deserter from the Thirty-fourth Kortli Carolina, Scales’

brigade, of Wilcox’s division, has just been forwarded. He came in

last eA^ening; states that his brigade (Scales’) lies across the Weldon
railroad near the lead-works, with McGowan’s and Lane’s brigades to

the right, Avliich is all of Wilcox’s division south of the Appomattox.
Heth’s division is on the extreme right of the line fortifying on the
Boydton plank road. Mahone’s division is to the left of Scales’ brigade,
and informant thinks it extends to Beauregard’s line. Wright’s bri-

gade is on the right of Mahone’s division, and joins Scales’ brigade;
thinks Hoke’s division is in reserve somewhere in rear of the line;

cannot locate it. Three of our deserters came into the lines of Mc-
Gowan’s brigade on Sunday last; said they had been in the army only
two days; had not heard from the Valley when informant left. The
last news from Early was that he had driven Sheridan down the Valley.
A deserter from the Third Georgia received last evening corroborates
this statement in regard to the position of Mahone’s and Wilcox’s
divisions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNTO. 0. BABCOCK.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 21, 1864—9.45 a. m.

Major Fisher :

The enemy continue working on new works, left of large fort near
Weldon railroad; (udarging works near lead-Avorks. All quiet.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Araia^ of the Potomac, Signal Departaient,
September 21, 1864.

Major-General Humphrea^s, Chief of Staff:

General : Tlie folloAving report from the plank road station is respect-

fully forAwarded

:

At 10.15 u column of caA^hry numbering about 500, followed by three small detach-
ments, making an additional number of about 400, and three pieces of artillery, came



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 953

from woods west of tlie Weldon railroad and disappeared on road running westward in

the vicinity of the fort. The enemy continues working on new works, left of the
fort west of Weldon railroad, and are enlarging works near lead-works.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Majoy' (md Chief iSignal Officer.

Walthall Signal Station,
^epteyyiher 21^ 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

All quiet tliis p. in. The followino- w^as interce])ted

:

9 A. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

The enemy put a guii in position last night and shelled our Dunn’s farm l)attery

this a. m. one-half hour, but did no damage.
R.,

Ser(jeant,at C.

(Same to A. B.)

12.15 p. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

A train of twenty wagons passed military road rear of Battery 5 going toward the
front in Prince George.

J. Q. E[THEREDGE],
At D.

(Same to A. B.)

2.30 p. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

Could not see during the entire a. m. Eight six-horse wagons passed open space
to our left of Cobb’s going toward front in Chesterfield. Gun-boat olf Point of Rocks.

R.,
Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

5.15 p. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One battery drilling rear of Battery 5. Twelve wagons passed on military road
rear of Battery 5 going toward enemy’s front in Prince George.

J. Q. E.,

At I).

(Same to A. B.)

5. .30 p. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

Twenty-five six-horse wagons passed Broadway road going toward Petersburg.
R., .

Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

Colonel B[rent] :

All (piiet this ]). m. Two gun-boats aiiove pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

G p. M.

.1. A. S.,

At C.

Enemy still working- to our rigid of Clifton and beyond the city.

H. W . 'HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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Special Orders,
|
Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

No. 255. ) September 21^ 1864.

1. General Orders, No. 19, of February 22, 18G2, from the Headquarters
of the Army, provides that there shall be inscribed upon the colors or
guidons uf all regiments and batteries in the service of the United
States tlie names of the battles in which tliey have borne a meritorious
part, and to the end that said order may be carried out in this army,
each corps and independent commander will at once appoint a board
of three officers to examine into the services of the regiments or bat-
teries comprising his command and to report what regiments and bat-

teries are entitled to have inscriptions on their flags, together with the
names of the battles in wliich such troops have borne a meritorious
part. The reports of the boards will be transmitted to these head-
quarters at as early a day as practicable.

* * " # * * * *

9. By direction of the War Department, the One hundred and eighty-
seventh EegimentPennsylvaniaVolunteers will proceed to Philadelphia,
Pa., and report for duty to Major-General Oadwalader, commanding at

that place. The quartermasters department will furnish the necessary
transportation.

By command of Major-General Meade:
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjntan f- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 21j 1864.

The names of the fleld-works constructed along the lines of this

army, together with their armaments and garrisons, are indicated in

the acconqianying printed statement. The armaments and garrisons
designated for the forts, lettered from A to N, inclusive, will at once be
l)laced in them and be regarded as iiermanent, to be moved oidy when
specially directed from tliese headquarters; the garrisons will be fur-

nished by the corps on whose front the forts are situated. The bat-

teries will, for the present, be occupied as under existing arrange-
ments. The location of the several works is shown on the accompany-
ing sketch.*
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. AVILLIAMS,
Assistant A djuta nt- Genera 1.

[Iiiclosure.]

List of Field- Worlds, their Aroiaments and Garrisons.

Field-works. Name. Armament.
Garri-
son

(men).
Locality.

Uattery 1 Pierced for fourguns - - In front of Euslimore
house, and opposite
Fort Clifton.

Near Walthall’s, di-

rectly in front.

On ridge.
Near Jordan’s.

Battery 2 Pierced for four guns

Battery 3 Pierced for four guns
Battery 4 Pierced for four guns . .........

*Three 30-pounder Parrotts

;

one 13-incli siege mortar.

* To a])])oar in tlie Atlas.



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 955

List of Field-Works^ their Armaments and Garrisons—Continued.

Field-works. Name.

Fort McGil-
very.

Fort Stedman

.

Fort Haskell .

Fort Morton ..

Hatterv 1.5

Battery 16
Battery 17

Battery 18

Hedouht E Fort Meikel ..

Battery 19

Hedouht F Fort nice
!

Battery 20
Battery 21

Fort G Fort Sedgwick

Battery 2?

HedoubtH Fort Davis

Battery 23
Hedoubt I Fort Prescott.

Fort Alexan-
der Hays. •

Hedouht K

Batterv 24
Batterv 25
H(;doubt L Fort Howard .

Battery 26

Battery 27
Bastion Fort M
Battery 28

Fort W a d 8-

worth.

Battery 29

Battery 30

Bastion Fort N
Battery 31

FortDushanc-

Battery 32

Armament.

Pierced for four guns
*T]iree 30 pounder Parrotts

;

four 8-incli mortars.
Pierced for six guus

*Six field guns.
Pierced for five guns

*Two 30-pouuder Parrotts.
Mortar battery

*Two Coehorns.
Pierced for three guns
Pierced for five guns

*Two field guns; three
Coehorns.
Pierced for five guns

*Two 8-inch mortars.
Pierced for six guns

*Six field guns.
Pierced for four guns
Mortar battery

*Two 8-inch mortars; three
Coehorns.

Pierced for seven guns
*Six field gnus.

Pierced for six guns
Pierced for ten guns

*Si.x field guns.
Pierced for ten guns

*T\vo 4J-inch Eodmaii; four
field guns; four 10-inch mor-
tars; six Coehorns near re-
doubt.
Mortar battery

*Two Coehorn mortars.
Pierced for eiglit guus
Pierced for four guns

*Pour 4J-inch Hodman.
Pierced for" one gun

*Oue field gun.
Pierced for six guns

*Three field guns.
Pierced for two guns

*Two field guiis.
Pierced for eight guns

*Six field guus.
Pierced for four guns
Pierced for four guns

*Four field guns.
Pierced for twenty-five guns

*Four 4J inch Hodman; two
siege howitzers

;
eight field

guns.
Pierced for eight guns
Piei’ced for nine guns

*Eight field guns.
Pierced for four guns
Pierced for ten guns
Pierced for nine guns

*Four field guns.
Pierced for six guns
Pierced for six guns
Pierced for seven guus

*Four field guns.
Pierced for six guns

*Four field guns.
Pierced for four guns
Pierced for ten guns

*Eight field guns.
Piercaal for four guns

*Two field guns.
I’ierced for four guns

’•Two field guus.
I*icr(;ed for four guns

*Two field guus.
Pie,rc(^d for twelve guns

*Six field guns.
Pierced for four guns

*Two field guns.
Pierced for four guns

*T\vo lield guns.

Garri-
son

(men).

300

250

100

180

800

550

300

150

Locality.

300

GOO

O n Appomattox, b <

tween two creeks.

Near Page’s.

Near Hare’s.

Near railroad.

Hare’s house.

Near Hare’s house.

Taylor’s house (old
fourteen-gun bat-
tery) ,

Near Avery’s house.

On Norfolk railroad.

NearNorfolk railroad.

Old 10-inch mortar hat-
terv.

Advanced work
plank road.

On plank road.
On plank road.

Near Chieves’ house.
Near Jones’ house.
Near Strong’s house.

Chimneys.

At Klick’s house, on
' the Weldon railroad.

Globe Tavern.

At White’s house, on
the Weldon railroad.
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List of Field- Works
,
their Armaments and Garrisons—Continued.

Field-works.

Hattery 33 . .

.

Battery 34 . .

.

Kedoubt O . .

.

Battery 3.0 ..

.

Redoubt P. .

.

Redoubt Q . .

.

Battery 36 . .

.

Battery 37 . .

.

Battery 38 . .

.

Redoubt R. .

.

Battery 39 . .

.

Redoubt S . .

.

Battery 40 . .

.

Battery 41 . .

.

Redoubt T. .

.

Name.

Fort Davison

FortMcMahon

Fort Steven-
son.

Fort Blaisdell

.

Fort Kelly. .

.

Fort Bross.

Armament.

Pierced for four guns
*Two field guns.

Pierced for four guns
*Two field guns.

Pierced for six guns
*Six field guns.

Pierced for four guns
*Two field guns.

Pierced for twelve guns
*Six field guns.

Pierced for twenty-seven guns.
*Twelve field guns.

Pierced for tventy-eight guns.

Pierced for seven guns .

.

*Four field gnus.
Pierced for eight guns...

*Two field guns.
Pierced for twelve guns .

*Four field guns.
Pierced for six guns

''Two field guns
Pierced for eight guns . .

.

*Four field guns.
Pierced for six guns

''Two field guns.
Pierced for six guns

*Two field guns.
Pierced for twenty guns.

*Four field guns.

Garri-
s(>n

(men).

150

500

150

200

Loc.ality.

Gurley’s bouse".

Near Smith’s.

Near Williams’ house.

In front of Williams’
house.

Chimneys (Alley’s),
near plank road!

On plank road

.

Near Mrs. Smith’s.

Near T. Jones’.

Near Norfolk railroad.

Near Wells’, on Nor-
folk and Petersburg
Railroad.

Note.—

T

he armaments and garrisons of the redoubts and batteries as above designated (*) are
those proposed for the defense of tlie line upon the withdrawal of tlie main force of the army for
active operations upon other lines.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1864.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 21, 1864.

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers,
Asst. Adjt. Oen., Hdqrs. Armies of the United States:

Colonel Egan is entitled to promotion. He was tlie first on my list

made some time since of those officers who commanded troops. He
should date, if possible, from the day he took the enemy\s redoubt by
assault at the North Anna, May 23, 1804. I recommended my chief of
staff first; I desire him promoted.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 21, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : There have been no changes in the position ofmytroops on
the front line since yesterday’s report. General Miles relieved the cav-
alry pickets yesterday evening from the jilaiik road to Davenport
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Cliurcli. Iiicludinir the frequent detail on the rear line, the fatigue

details, and the brigade at Prinee (teorge Court-House, there are now
about 4,500 men absent from Miles’ and Smyth’s divisions.

WIN'P’H S. HAM3O0K,
Major-General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 32. 1 September 21, 1864.

Oapt. H. H. Bingham, One hundred and fortieth Pennsylvania Yol-
unteers, and acting judge-advocate of the corps, is announced as acting
assistant adjutant-general of the corps during the temporary absence
of Capt. William P. Wilsou, acting assistant adjutant-general of the
corps.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

WM. P. WILSON,
Captain and Aetmg Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 21, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery^ Armiy of the Potomac

:

I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines observed
or reported during the past twenty-four hours. The enemy replied to

the salute this morning with a few shots. The First New Hampshire
Battery (rifled) went into position near the Finn house early this morn-
ing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. M. EDGELL,
Captain, Commanding.

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general. Sec-
ond Corps.)

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arty. Brigade, Second Corps,
No. 158. ) September 21, 1864.

I. The Third New Jersey Battery, Capt. Christian Woerner, com-
manding, will relieve the Twelfth New York Battery, Lieutenant
Dauchy commanding, and take povsition in Fort Alexander Hays
witliout delay. When r(4ieved Lieutenant Dauchy will re])ort at
these headquarters for instructions.

By command of Capt. F. M. Edgell

:

IJ. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 21j 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing nnnsual occurred in my front

yesterday or during the night. My xiicket-line was established last

eveniug almost exactly as the subsequent order by telegraph re-

quires.

G. K. WAEREN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 21j 1864—9.30 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report quiet on my lines during the last twenty-
four hours. The picket-line in front of my rear line has been established,

joining the Second Corps line on the plank road at the Lucado house.
JNO. G. PAEKE,

Major- General^ Commandinfi.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 21, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to report all quiet during the past night
along the cavalry line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Co^nmanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 21, 1864—10 a. m. (Deceived 10.10 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac :

The infantry picket-line south of the rear line of works is directed

to be modified this morning so as to run from the vicinity of Eobert-
son’s, on the Weldon railroad, easterly, crossing the plank road near
Wascher’s or Lucado’s, thence past C. Brown’s to vicinity of Daven-
port Church.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 21, 1864—8 p. m. (Eeceived 8.10 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac :

The commanding general wishes to know where the detachments of

cavalry in front of the infantry picket-line are posted, and the force of

the different detachments.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
September 21^ 1864—9 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The detachments in front of the infantry pickets are as

follows: One squadron on the railroad, toward Kearns*
j
one on the

Wyatt road, to the left of the railroad; one at Gary’s Church, toward
Kearns’; one on the plank road, and one in front of Davenport Church.
These squadrons average from seventy to eighty men.

Kespectfully,
H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the James,
In, the Field., September 21, 1864.

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War:

I am about to make a move with my cavalry. It is of the utmost
consequence that I have 800 Spencer rifles and 80,000 rounds of am-
munition. The requisitions are long since in. May I ask you thus
informally to see that I get them. Please notify me by telegram, so

that I can make preparations as though I had them.
BENJ. E. BUTLEK,

Major- General, Coinmanding.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 21, 1864.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War:

I have received the following communication from Colonel Duncan,
commanding Third Brigade, Third Division, colored troops, which I for-

ward for your information, with the observation that is established
beyond doubt that the rebels have put our soldiers to labor under their

supposed masters when caj^tured as prisoners of war, and some from
this very brigade.

Kespectfully,

BENJ. F. BUTLEK,
Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure.]

Camp at Dutch Gap, Va., September 21, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler,
Comdg. Department of Virgmia and North Carolina :

General : Is it not established with sufficient certainty that the
rebels have remitted to slavery, or otherwise put to hard labor, colored
prisoners of war caxitured from us at Plymouth, Petersburg, and else-

where, to warrant the use of rebel prisoners uxion tlie work now hi

progress at Dutch Gap, where the shells of the enemy are begiiiiiiiig

to tell with considerable effect ujion our laboring soldiers^? My men
would take pleasure in acting as guards; would xierform tlie duty, I

think, with unusual pride and efficiency.

I liave the honor to be, &c.,

SAMUEL A. DUNCAN,
Colonel, Commanding.
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City Point, Va., September 21^ 1864:
Major-General Butler :

Purtlier lle^ys from Slieridan is better than the first we heard. In
pursuing the enemy up the Valley he may be induced to detach from
here. Put every one on the lookout fi>r any movements of the enemy.
Should any force be detaclied we must either manage to bring them
back or gain an advantage here.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant-General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 21^ 1864—1.20 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant, City Point

:

Telegram received. Orders v ill be given for the utmost vigilance to

watch any movement of the enemy and prompt advantage of it taken.
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 21, 1864.

Lieutenant General Grant, City Point:

I have an old regiment dismounted—the First Maryland Cavalry.
(3ur cavalry force is very much diminished here. Is it possible to

mount them ? May^ I request you to order the horses from the Cavalry
Bureau to mount them ? By an order of the War Department eiglit

companies of our cavalry, armed with Henry rifles, have been ordered
to the other army and. these are to replace them.

. Respectfully,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General, Commandiny.

City Point, Va., September 21, 1864.

Major-General Butler:
Your request for horses to mount the First Maryland Cavalry will

receive immediate attention.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-Gen era I

.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 21, 1864. (Received 1.13 ]). m.)

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel, Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The following message has just been received from Spring
Hill:

A train of .six cars loaded with troops toward Petersburg.
A. G. SIMONS,

Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Off,eer.

(Above telegram repeated to General Grant by General Butler.)
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Dutch Gap, Va., September 21^ 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired as
usual to-day, doing ‘but little damage. Most of their mortar shells

burst in and around my right battery. As long as they direct their

attention there I am satisfied, and the labor on the canal need not be
interrupted. Their light pieces do no hurt, except to the men, who
return their fire.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIEECE,

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 21^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Nothing of importance on my line. The work on it is progressing
with great rapidity. The salute was fired and with considerable effect

on the enemy^s work. A detailed report will be forwarded. The enemy
responded feebly.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field

j
September 21^ 1864.

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps :

General: The major-general commanding the department directs

me to request you to keep a close watch to see if you can discover any
movements of the enemy, and, if so, to report them at once to these
headquarters. This precaution will be continued for several days to

come.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Va., September 21^ 1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain: The following report of the operations of the artillery

during the last twenty-four hours is submitted: A salute of ten shotted
guns from ea^ch iiiece of artillery on the line was fired at sunrise this

morning. I have not as yet ascertained the effect produced on the
enemy’s works, nor can I in this report give the exact expenditure of
ammunition. One hundred and forty-one rounds were fired yesterday
and last night and working parties of the enemy were dispersed by the
shraimel used.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. H. JACKSON,

Lieut. Col., Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery.

()1 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Fa., September 1864,

Capt. A. Terry,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Captain: I Lave the lioiior to report that no changes have taken
place in the disx)osition of this command during the last twenty-four
hours. The officer of the trenches reports this morning

:

Circniiistaiices at tlie front of this brigade during last night were as heretofore,

there being nothing observable in the movements of the enemy.

FTo casualties during the last twenty-four hours.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. C. YOEIS,

Colonel Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers,, Comdg. First Brigade.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Fear Petersburg,, Fa., September 21, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that no changes have taken
place on my line in the disposition of troops. Six hundred men were
engaged on fatigue duty during the day or night on the various works,
as stated in yesterday’s report. The works on my line are progressing
rapidly.

Eespectfully, yours,
E. S. FOSTEE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 21, 1864—7 p. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : A confused report comes in from the pickets at Sycamore
Church that a considerable force was seen this evening some distance
soutli of the church moving east. The men on picket said there was
artillery with them. • They think to-day that they heard buglers and
chopping last night. An officer of the First District of Columbia Cav-
alry, just in from there, says he went out on the road some distance and
saAV three horsemen. A sergeant, who had been out some distance
farther, says he saw the track of a considerable force on a road running
east. I will send a scout out in the morning to ascertain if there is

any force in that direction. The First District of Columbia Cavalry
are so nervous since their disaster that I do not place much confidence
in their reports. The pickets were at Sycamore Church, and the tele-

grajih road is there open. 1 have not men enough to picket to Cocke’s
MiU.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST y. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- Genera 1.
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Headquarters District of North Carolina,
New BernCj N. (7., September 21^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. L. S. Baker,
Commanding Confederate Forces, Goldsborough, N. C.

:

General : I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt this day, by
flag of truce, of your letter of the 20th instant, referring to several

persons who accompany the flag and who desire to enter our lines.

Yon say, ‘^all persons recently sent through onr lines went with the
distinct understanding and agreement that they were not to return
during the present war, and I should be obliged to decline to receive

any of them into our lines again.” In rejily I have to say that

I understood this declaration to refer only to those persons whom I

choose to receive after examination, as I shall not, and you certainly

cannot expect me to, receive whatever persons you choose to send under
flag of truce until I have some knowledge of their character.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWABD HARLAND,

Brigadier- General.

City Point, Va., September 22, 1864—11.30 p. m.

Major-General Halleck,
Chief of Staff:

Of 1,438 men sent here yesterday 1,019 had to be sent back to

Alexandria. More than half the men coming from there have to be
sent immediately back, not belonging to any regiment here. The
officers in charge of Camp Distribution are grossly negligent of their

duties and ought to be jiunished for it with stoppage of pay.
. U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I have nothing particular to report as having occurred during the
past twenty-four hours. The tri-monthly return for the 20th shows an
aggregate present for duty in the Second Cavalry Division, officers and
men, 4,203. Kautz’s return for same date shows an aggregate of 1,493,

making in all 5,690; a little over my estimate of that date. This
return of the 20tli also shows an aggregate, officers and men, in this

army of 47,712, being a gain over the return of the 10th of 4,320. If

you do not propose any immediate use of the Second Cavalry Division,
now in reserve, I would suggest its being again put on picket duty, as
Kautz’s command is inadequate from numbers and morale to the task
of luoperly watching the country from the Blackwater to the James.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, September 22, 1864.

(Received 1 p. m.)
Major-General Meade:
You may put the Second Cavalry Division on duty again. Colonel

Sliarpehas news from Richmond saying that nothing was known tliei'c

of Early’s disaster, but it was understood that his force might be looked
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for b^ck there iu a few days
;
also, that if we did not attack soon Lee

would. I think our policy for the present will be to hold ourselves
ready to receive an attack. If not engaged to-morrow I will go out to

see you and inform you fully of what my general plans now are.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers :

I learn that the One hundred and ninety-eighth Regiment Penn-
sylvania Volunteers, Col. H. G. Sickel, has arrived at City Point.

Colonel Sickel formerly served in the Army of the Potomac, and, if

consistent with the views of the lieutenant-general commanding, I

should be glad to have the regiment assigned to my command. Should
it be directed to report to me, I propose to place it in the Fifth Army
Corps.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

City Point, September 22^ 1864.

Major-General Meade :

General Grant directs me to say that the One hundred and ninety-

eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers will be assigned to your command.
GEO. K. LEET,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.] •

September 22, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Let this regiment when it reports be assigned to the Fifth Corps.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, September 22^ 1864.

John C. Babcock,
Headquarters Army of the Fotomac

:

Our agent left Richmond yesterday about 2 p. m., up to which time
nothing was publicly known of Early’s defeat. The clerks in the War
Department reported during the day that Early might soon be expected
to return. All business has been suspended in Richmond for sixty

days, and the five city battalions have been notified to that elfect.

Deserters from this army are being put in the Tredegar and other Gov-
ernment works, to enable the men whom they replace to do military
duty. It was a current rumor among officers of Lee’s army that if

they were not attacked soon it would be necessary for them to attack
us, and that preparations to that effect were being made. The two
pontoon bridges between Drewry’s and Chaffin’s Bluff* have been taken
up, and so far as could be learned had not been replaced up to yesterday
morning. No movement of troops whatever could be ascertained.

GEORGE H. SHARPE,
Colonel., Ac.

(Copy to Lieut. J. I. Davenport, aide-de-camp, headquarters Depart-
ment of Virginia and North Carolina.)
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 22^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Three deserters have been forwarded to-day, two from the
Tliirty-eighth N^orth Carolina, Scales’ brigade, and one from the Fifty-

ninth Virginia, Wise’s brigade. They are all unintelligent, and give
no information. They are not aware of any changes on the line within
the last two or three days.

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 22, 1864.

Major Fisher:
All quiet. The enemy continues working on new works left of large

fort; also in vicinity ot lead-works, all out of range of our batteries.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Walthall House Signal Station,
September 22, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working to our right of Clifton

and beyond the city. The following was intercepted

:

Colonel B[rent],
' Assistant Adpitant- General :

All quiet this a. m. One gun-boat above pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

Colonel B[rent] :

9. A. M.

J. A. S.,

At C.

5.15 P. M.

All quiet tbis j). m. Gun-boat above pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

J. A. S.,

At C.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

General Williams:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 22, 1864.

There has been no
last report.

change in the disposition of my command since

WINF’l) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22, 1864—2.30 p. m. (Keceived 2.40 p. in.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General Davies will be ordered to-day to re-establish the cavaliy
])ickets from Gary’s Church to Davenport Church, &c., and inform you
as soon as they are posted. The commanding general directs that upon
being so informed you withdraw your pickets between the plank road
and Davenport Church, and recall the brigade sent to the vicinity of

the Finn house, on the plank road.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

General Humphreys:

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 22

^
1864—2.30 p. m.

I would suggest that if not too late Fort Kelly be called Fort Patrick
Kelly, as several officers of this name are known. It may be too late

to take any action on the matter now, but I regret that one of the
works could not have been named after Colonel McKeen, one of the
best known and most deserving officers of this corps. Fort Blaisdell

might be changed to Fort McKeen as this would give two from the
First and Third Divisions, instead of one and three as now. The fort

at Prince George might be called after McKeen. Paragraph 2 of the
confidential circular requires the armament to be at once placed in

the works. Am I responsible for this, or the chief of artillery?

WIKFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22^ 1864. (Sent 5.30 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

I don’t see any difficulty in adding the first name of Colonel Kelly
to the fort so that it will read Fort Patrick Kelly. Probably the best
way of introducing Colonel McKeen’s name would be as you suggested,
to give it to the fort at Prince George Court-House. Probably you
have seen and conversed with General Meade since sending the dis-

patch respecting placing the armaments in the forts. I should say
that it was intended that the corps commander should be responsible
for it. The armaments of the forts and batteries from the Norfolk rail-

road to the plank road are under your orders, and should be disposed
of by you in accordance with the confidential circular if the^^ do not
conform to it now.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 22^ 1864—6.10 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

You will notice that the armament in some cases consists of guns not
in the artillery of the corps. This is why 1 asked the question. It will
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rtMinire thirty- six held guns to arm the works I occu})y on front line,

according to the order. This will leave me a small amount of artillery

with which to move. In case the rear line should be occupied at the

same time, it will require eighteen more.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

3[ajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22.^ 1864—7.20 p. m. (Keceived 7.30 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commandincf Seeond Corps

:

Yes. I understood your reason for asking about the armament. I

mentioned the matters of your disiiatch to the major-general command-
ing, and the necessary directions have been given for adding the name
of Patrick to Kelly in the lists and sketches that are here and have
been distributed, as also upon the fort itself. The guns of the Sixth
Corps in your redoubts and batteries are to be used by you in making
complete the armaments of the redoubts and batteries as prescribed in

the list.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22^ 1864—9.15 p. m. (Received 9.20 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Seeond Corps :

The concluding ijaragraiih of my dispatch of 7.20 is not clearly ex-

pressed. The redoubts and batteries from the Norfolk railroad to the

. jdank road are armed witli artillery belonging to the Sixth Corps and
some siege artillery. If any changes in the positions of these are neces-
sary to fulfill the requirements of the list those changes will be made
by your orders.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Arma^ Corps,
Septeynber 22., 1864.

General Humphreys:
A deserter from Wilcox’s old brigade came in to-night. He says

Wilcox’s old brigade relieved Finegan’s in my front a few days ago.
He says there is nothing new, but reports that most of their troops are
massed on their right, he hears, about ten miles, having moved there
about Sunday and Monday. He says that the men over there are
ready to hollo and are on half rations.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

(Forwarded to General Grant.)
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Special Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 241. ) Jones'^ House, before Fetersburg, Sept. 22, 1864.

I. In accordance with Special Orders, No. 255, headquarters Army
of the Potomac, September 21, 1864, Brig. Gen. N. A. Miles, U. S. Vol-
unteers, Col. R. McAllister, Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, and
Capt. R. Bruce Ricketts, First Pennsylvania Artillery, are hereby con-

stituted a board to examine into the services of the regiments and
batteries comprising this command, and to report what regiments and
batteries are entitled to have inscriptions on their flags, together with
the names of the battles in which said troops have borne a meritorious
part. The reports of the Board will be transmitted to these headquar-
ters at as early a day as possible.****###
By command of Major-General Hancock:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Acting Assistant Adfatant-Oeneral.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 22, 1864.

The following names have been designated by the commanding
general for the batteries and redoubts on the line occupied by this

corps, with the armament and garrison set opposite each

:

Work and locality. Xarae. Armament. Garrison
(men)^

One-gun battery on tbe Norfolk railroad on front
line.

Inclosed -work immediately on tbe left of tlie

Norfolk railroad on front.
Two-gun battery immediately on tbe left of Fort
Meikel.

Inclosed work on tbe left of Battery 19, formerly
10-incb mortar battery.

Two-gxin battery on left of Fort Bice
Four-gun battery next on right of work bitberto
known as Fort Hell.

Work on plank road bitberto known as Fort
Hell, with additional work on tbe left of tbe
road.

Large square redoubt on left of plank road bitb-

erto known as Fort Crawford.
Battery in front of Fort Davis on right of plank
road.

Battery on rmht of plank road between Cbieves’
bouse and Fort Davis.

Inclosed work on plank road opposite the Jones
house.

Inclosed work near Strong’s house

Battery 18

Redoubt E, Fort
Meikel.

Battery 19

RedoubtF, orFoft
Rice.

Battery 20
Battery 21

Redoubt G, or Fort
Sedgwick.

RedoubtH
,
orFort

Davis.
Batterv 22

Battery 23

Redoubt I, or Fort
Prescott.

Redoubt K, or
Fort Alex. Hays.

One field gun

Tbiee field guns ..

Two field guns

Six field guns

Four guns

Four 44-iucb Rod-
man, two siege
howitzers, eight
field guns.

Eight field guns .

.

Four field guns . .

.

100

180

550

REAR LINE.

Fort on plank road near tbe Finn bouse

Battery between plank road and Widow Smith’s.

.

Inclosed work at Widow Smith’s

Battery near T. Jones’ .*

Battery near Norfolk railroad
Inclosed work near Norfolk railroad near

Spicer’s.

Redoubt R, or Fort
Blaisdell.

Battery 39
Redoubt S, orFort
Patrick Kelly. .

.

Battery 40
Battery 41

Redoubt T, or Fort
Bross.

Four field guns. .

.

Two field guns
do

Two guns
do

Four guns

150

200

300

The armament and garrison of the forts lettered from E to K, inclu-

sive, will at once be placed in them, and regarded as permanent, to be
moved only under special directions from headquarters of the army.



Chap. LIV.] 969CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION.

The batteries will at present be occupied as under existing arrange-

ments. General Mott will at once assign the designated garrison to

each of the inclosed works, described as above, and assign a suitable

officer to the command of each. As soon as the assignment is made,
and the works occupied in accordance with the order. General Mott
will report the fact, together with the description of the details for

garrisons and the names of commanding officers. Whenever it may
become necessary to occupy the rear line the commanding officer of the
First Division will garrison Forts Patrick Kelly and Blaisdell, and the
commanding officer of the Second Division, Fort Bross, with the
strength directed herein. The armament and garrison of the redoubts
and batteries as above designated are those proposed for the defense
of the line upon the withdrawal of the main force of the army for active

operations elsewhere.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 22^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery^ Army of the Potomac

:

I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines in our front

observed or reported and but one or two shots fired during the past

twenty-four hours. Woerner’s battery has relieved McKnight’s in Fort
Hays.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,

Captain.^ Commanding.

(Copy to Capt. W. P. Wilson, acting assistant adjutant-general.

Second Corps.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 22., 1864.

Brig. Gen. N. A. Miles,
Commanding First Division:

General: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you
that your pickets between the plank road and Davenport Church,
together with the brigade in the vicinity of the Finn house, will be
withdrawn as soon as General Davies re-establishes his cavalry pickets.

You Avill have a staft* officer communicate with General Davies in order
tliat your line may be withdrawn at the proper time.

Inclosed copy of telegram for your information.*
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

See Humphreys to Hancock, 2.30 p. m., 2>. 966.
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Headquarters Third Hivision, Second Corps,
September 22^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. E. Pierce,
Commanding Second Brigade:

General : The brevet major-general commanding directs that yon
send daily, while firing is going on at the front, all your men with tele-

scope rifies, to take suitable positions on General De Trobriand’s line.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,
September 22^ 1864.

Maj. John Hancock,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Division:

Major: I have the honor to report that in compliance with instruc-

tions from the brevet major-general commanding division I have shelled
this afternoon two barns in front of the Second Brigade, dislodging the
enemy’s sharpshooters who would annoy our lines from that point, and
damaging materially said buildings to a good extent. This brought on
a lively artillery duel, in which the enemy shelled Fort Hell (now Fort
Sedgwick) with great accuracy, which enabled me to appreciate the
necessity of some repairs and alterations in our embrasures, some
having been damaged by the rebel shots and some by the firing of our
own guns. The artillery officers stationed there are anxious to have
an engineer officer to attend to the matter. The work may be done in

one night, and Avill make our firing more effective if two or three pieces

can be brought to bear on some point of the enemy’s works, which is

not the case now. I therefore respectfully request that an engineer
officer be ordered from army headquarters to report at Fort Sedgwick
with directions to repair the damaged embrasures and widen the angle
of aperture of some of them so as to improve the effect of our artillery

fire from that point.

Eespectfully submitted.
E. DE TEOBEIAND,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 22^ 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing ,
unusual transpired in my

front during yesterday or last night. All Avas quiet.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General

j
Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22^ 1864—2.30 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Co7nmanding Fifth Corps:

General Davies is ordered to re-establish the caA^alry picket-line from
Gary’s Church to Da\^enport Church. The infantry pickets from plank
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road to Davenport Chiueli will then he withdrawn. The cavalry
detachments on the main roads in front of infantry picket-line will be
maintained and similar detachments established on your western front.

A. A. HUMI^HREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 22^ 1864.

[Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:]

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the confi-

dential communication relating to names of forts, &c. The garrisons I

have assigned to FortsM andNmake one brigade, under General Baxter,
about 1,400 strong. Fort M requires about the same force as Fort N.
The outworks to it, which are very good, accommodating the men and
the lines of defense and field of fire, give it about the same requirements
for strength of garrison, although the interior space is considerably
less. This is a fault in the trace of the work. This brigade might
also furnish a little garrison for Fort O. I have removed the guns at

Battery 31 into Fort IS", which does the same work, and torn the bat-
tery down. As soon as this fort is finished (which it is now nearly)
Battery FTo. 30 can be dispensed with; also Battery l^o. 27. Battery
No. 29 is not located correctly on the map. I propose to rectify some-
what the line between Forts N and M when the parts we are now work-
ing on are completed, and in this way I think 1 can make one battery
do the work of 28 and 29; but before doing this I wish to finish an
extensive slashing which I am now working on. The whole line, how-
ever, is in very good condition to trust to itself at once, should a sudden
movement be necessary.

Eespectfully,
G. K. WARBEN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 22., 1864.

Major-General Humphreys :

I have the honor to report that no movement of the enemy worthy
of notice has been observed and all has been quiet along our lines.

The picket-line in our rear connects with the Second and Fifth Corps.
The location will be changed somewhat to-day in order to straighten
the line, and as soon as properly located the line will be strengthened
by slashings, &c.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 22^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys:
Two deserters came in on our front line this a. m. They belong to

the Thirty-eighth North Carolina, Colonel Ashford, Scales’ brigade.
Been in service about seven weeks. No knowledge of position of other
commands or movements of troops.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
fSeptcmher 22,

1864—2.30 j). m. (Received 2.50 p. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

General Davies, commanding cavalry, is ordered to re-establish the
cavalry pickets from Gary’s Church to Davenport Church. As soon
as they are posted the pickets of the Second Corps from idank road to

Davenport Church will be Avitlidrawn. The cavalry are directed to

make some connection Avith the left of your picket-line on the plank
road. The detachments of cavalry in front of the infantry line on the
main roads will be continued there. The brigade of the Second Corps
near the Finn house will be withdrawn.

A. A. HUMPHREYS.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 22j 1864—2.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Davies,
Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac:

The necessity for holding the Second Division Cavalry in reserve
having passed, the commanding general directs that it be used in

picketing. The cavalry will picket from Gary’s Church across to

Davenport Church, &c., the detachments in front of the infantry pick-

ets between the idank road and the Weldon railroad being maintained.
Detachments for a similar purpose should be established on the west-
ern front of General Warren. The infantry pickets betAveen the plank
road and Davenport Church will be AvithdraAvn as soon as the cavalry
l)ickets are established, of AAdiich you will please notify the commanding
general of the Second Coips. A suitable connection Avill be made by
the cavalry Avifh the termination of the infantry picket-line on the plank
road near Wascher’s or Lucado’s. You will rearrange the cavalry
picket-line in such manner as, in your judgment, may be best adapted
to the service required of the cavalry, bearing in mind that a strong
reserve should be held on or near the" plank road for emergencies.
When your arrangements are comideted, x^lease report the disiiosition

you have made, accompanied by explanations on one of the photo-
graphed maps.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division,
Septemher 22^ 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Captain : I have the honor to forward the following report of the
position and numbers of my pickets established under the last orders
from headquarters Army of the Potomac. On the Vaughan road in the
western front of the Fifth Corps is a force of 120 men, their reserve

stationed at the outside infantry line and their vedettes thrown down
the road Avithin sight of the enemy’s jiickets about one-quarter of a mile.

On the Weldon railroad a force of fifty men is posted as a reserve at

the outside iufanty line, AAuth fifty emiiloyed in picketing toAvard Reams’
Station and on the Wyatt road, coA^ering over half a mile to the front.
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Half a mile to the left of the railroad a force is posted of fifty men,
picketing several small wood roads in front, of the infantry line for half

a mile to the front. The infantry line is tlie same held by our cavalry

before the recent concentration of the brigade. I have no copy of the

photographic map of the army in my possession, or I would send it up
marked. My officers report that the number of men is more than suffi-

cient to accomplish the object for which the picketing is done.
Eespectfully,

H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Second Division Cavalry,
September 22., 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Coyndg. Second Brig., Second, Div. Car., Army of the Potomac :

Colonel: The necessity of holding this division in reserve having
passed you will please take up your line as follows, viz : Picket from
Gary’s Church to Davenport Church with force sufficient to resist

an attack, and keep a strong reserve on jilank road; also picket on
Gary’s Church road toward Kearns’ Station. The infantry pickets left

will rest on plank road at Lucado’s or Wascher’s, where you can com-
municate with them on your right.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S.—Please report when this line is established in order that it may
be reported to General Hancock that he may withdraw his infantry
from that portion of the line.

War Department,
Washington, September 22, 1864—11.10 a. m.

Major-General Butler,
Bermuda Hundred:

The Chief of Ordnance reports that the 300 Spencer rifles requested
in your telegram of yesterday will be forwarded to day.* The ammuni-
tion is at Fort Monroe, and can be had by your requisition on the ord-

nance officer there. Please send me a coxiy of the former requisition

referred to in your telegram, in order that the delay, if any, may be
investigated. The Chief of Ordnance reports that none was made on
his bureau.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

War Department, Ad.jutant-General’s Office,
Washington, B. G., September 22, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler,
Commanding, Fort Monroe, Va.

:

You are authorized by the Secretary of War to recruit a regiment of
volunteer infantry at Point Lookout, as requested in your letter of Sep-

* Butler’s original dispatch roads 800 Spencer rifles; see p. 9.59.
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tember 15. The terms of service will be for one, two, or three years, as
the men maj^ elect. Eecruitment, organizations, and musters to con-
form to existing regulations. Officers will be appointed in accordance
with the requirements of Circular No. 62 from this office. Arms and
other supplies will be furnished on your requisition. So soon as
recruited the regiment will be reported to the Adjutant-General with
view to its being ordered to the Northern frontier.

THOMAS M. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant- Getterat.

City Point, Va., September 22^ 1864—4.40 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
Please let the troops you have near this place remain where they are

for the present, and if it does not make too much change in your pres-

ent front send the remainder of the brigade now here. I am having a
line of fortifications laid out and commenced for contingencies which
may arise and which I will explain when I see you.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiruinia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 22., 1864.

Lieut. Col. G. A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The following message has just been received from Spring
Hill:

The enemy have a large force at work strengthening their breast-works on diifer-

ent places of their lines.

A. G. SIMONS,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. E. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer,

Dutch Gap, Va., September 22., 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel : I have the honor to state that the enemy have fired but
few shots to-day, owing to the fact that prisoners were being exchanged.
Am having a battery, with three embrasures for light pieces, built to

the left of the mortar batteries, in order to engage the rebel light guns
stationed in an angle of the woods. As far as my company is con-

cerned, everything goes on well. We all work hardj do the best we
can.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. PIEECE,
Captain., First Conneeticnt Artillery.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps^
September 22, 1864.

Brigadier-Geweral Williams:
Everything unusually quiet on my line during past twenty-four

hours.
D. B. BIEXEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 22, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

A deserter confirms the report that Hoke has returned. Says that
he is in reserve behind Bushrod Johnson drilling. He also reports
the return of other troops from Weldon railroad to reserve at what he
calls the wagon yard.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 22, 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Is not the assignment of 800 men to Fort Morton a typographical
error*? The work will not accommodate over 300 men, its present gar-

rison. Please answer.
H. B. BIENEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22, 1864. (Sent 1.30 p. m.)

General D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

Major Michler, Engineers, who arranged the garrisons for the field-

works, is at present absent from camp. I will lay your dispatch before
him when he returns and let you know whether there has been any
error with regard to the garrison assigned to Fort Morton.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22, 1864—6.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. H. B. Birney,
Commandmg Tenth Corps

:

Major Michler, acting chief engineers, states that in assigning 800
men as the garrison of Fort Morton, it was designed that this garrisoo
should also occupy Battery No. 14, on the right. If the garrison cam
not be accommodated in the fort and redoubt, it can be placed in the
covered way adjacent.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 22^ 1864,

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

General Humphreys says that it will not be necessary to have the
garrison put into the redoubt at once, but merely have them selected

to avoid confusion in the event of a sudden movement. The relative

strength of the garrisons he knows nothing of. I will arrange them
this evening when Major Michler returns and will inform you in the
morning.

G. L. GILLESPIE,
Captain of Engineers,

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg,, Fu., September 22^ 1864,

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General,, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : The following report of the operations of the Artillery

Brigade during the last twenty-four hours is respectfully submitted:
Four hundred and seventy-two rounds were tired at the city of Peters-

burg and the enemy’s works, nearly all of which were expended in

firing the salute at sunrise yesterday morning.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. JACKSOK,
Lieut Cot, Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va., September 22, 1864,

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that no changes have been
made in the disposition of the troops of my command during the past
twenty-four hours. Fatigue details were engaged in work on Fort
IMcGilvery, the lunette at the left of the railroad, and on the parapet
on the right and left of Fort McGilvery, and much progress has been
made.

Eespectfully, yours,

E. S. FOSTEE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding,

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Third Div., 10th Army Corps,
No. 7. ) Before Petersburg, Va., September 22, 1864,

1. In accordance with orders from headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
this command will be hereafter designated the First Brigade, Third
Division, Tenth Army Corps. Eegimental commanders Avill make all

reports required by existing orders direct to these headquarters. Col.

James Shaw, jr., Seventh TJ. S. Colored Troops, will resume command
of his regiment. The officers composing his personal staff as brigade
commanders will report to their regiments for duty.
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2. Hereafter all commissioned officers on returning from leave of
absence, or those reporting for duty for the first time, will report in

person at these headquarters before going on duty with their respect-

ive commands. When the division is organized they will report as
above ordered at the division headquarters.
By command of Brig. Gen. William Biruey:

M. BAILEY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General,

Hdqrs. Second Cavalry Brioade, Kautz’s Division,
September 22, 1864.

Capt. M. J. Asch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: In accordance to instructions from commanding general of last

evening, I sent out a reconnaissance at 4 o’clock this morning. Lieuten-
ant Irwin, the officer in charge, returned at 8 o’clock and reports

:

I have thoroughly examined the country in the vicinity of Sycamore Chnrch and
for miles on the left and front, and find no trace or indication of any force of the
enemy since last raid.

Lieutenant Irwin is a reliable officer.

I am, sir, very resfiectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. SPEAK,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Norfolk, Ya., September 22, 1864.
Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,

Acting Chief of Staffs Point of BocJcs, Va. :

A reconnoitering force sent beyond Sufiblk hears of no enemy on or
near the Blackwater.

Eespectfully, &c.,

GEO. F. SHEPLEY,
Brigadier- General, Coinmanding.

Butler’s Headquarters,
September 22, 1864.

General Shepley,
Norfolk

:

The enemy lias undoubtedly left the vicinity of the Blackwater some
days ago and returned to Petersburg.

G. W. KENSEL,
Acting Chief of Staff.

City Point, September 23, 1864.
Major-General Meade:

If General Hancock is going to take his leave of absence he had bet-
ter start in the morning. General Gibbon has been relieved from duty
with the Eighteenth Corps and will be back to the Second on day after
to morrow.

U. S. GRANT,
JAeutenant- General.

62 R R—VOL XLll, PT II
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 33, 1864—11 a. m. (Eeceived 11.10 a. m.)

Lieut. Geu. U. S. Grant:
The quiet of the hues has not been disturbed during the past twenty-

four hours. The Second Cavalry Division have been placed on duty,
and, in connection with Kautz’s division, are watching and picketing
the country from the Jerusalem plank road to the James; the infantry
picketing the rear from the Jerusalem plank road to the Weldon rail-

road.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 23, 1864—11.30 a. m. (Eeceived 11.40 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The signal officer on Weldon railroad reports that at 10.20 a. m. to-

day six regiments of infantry, followed by three ambulances, moved
to our left on the Squirrel Level road. I have a copy of the Eichmond
Enquirer of the 22d with an official dispatch from Lee reporting the fall-

ing back of Early from Winchester to Fisher’s Hill, and acknowledging
the death of Generals Eodes and Godwin, and the wounding of Fitz

Lee. The losses reported to be severe. Three pieces of artillery were
lost, but the trains and supplies brought off safely.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

City Point, September 23, 1864.

General Meade :

Order a salute of 100 guns, shotted, at daylight to-morrow morning
in honor of Sheridan’s second great victory.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Same to General Butler.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 23, 1864—10 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant :

I congratulate you and the country most heartily on the glorious

news from Sheridan. I have ordered a salute of 100 shotted guns from
Hancock’s batteries, the center of my line, at sunrise to-morrow.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 23, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A deserter from the Fourteenth Alabama, Sanders’ bri-

gade, of Mahone’s division, came into the lines of the Second Army
Corps last evening on the eJerusalem plank road. He states that most
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of the army is upon the right fortifying and that they are only keeping
up a skeleton line in the center. His brigade, he thinks, is on the
right of the Jerusalem plank road, extending just across it. He thinks
Mahone’s division lies principally to the right of the idank road; can-

not say what troops are to the left of the plank road extending toward
Beauregard, but thinks Mahone’s old brigade is in there somewhere;
has not much intelligence. His regiment is 161 men bearing arms.
His company, the largest in his regiment, has twenty-one men for duty.

From his estimates of the other regiments in the brigade, Sanders’
strength is about 800 men. l^o news of Early’s defeat has yet reached
the army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Plank Koad Signal Station,
September 23^ 1864—9.30 a. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

Enemy working in small force on our extreme left. All quiet.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Jordan’s House, September 23, 1864—10 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:

The enemy are using horses on the Petersburg and Eichmond
Eailroad hauling platform-cars loaded with lumber toward Petersburg.
I send the following rebel message

:

9.30 A. M.
Colonel B[rent],

Assistant Adjutant-General

:

The enemy^s camps to the rear of open space to the left of Cobb’s have decreased.
One gun-boat above pontoon all night. The cars were heard constantly running on
the City Point Railroad.

S.,

Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

T. E. CLAEK,
Captain ayid Signal Officer.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
September 23, 1864—3.20 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 3 p. m. a brigade of infantry, numbering about 1,100, came from

the left on line of Weldon railroad and disappeared in woods west of
railroad apparently moving toward Petersburg.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.
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September 23, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Major Fisher :

A small party of enemy have been digging at each of two points of
second line to-day. The object of their work could not be determined.
Please send by bearer the letter and telegram of Lieutenant Hill’s

which you sent to Captain Taylor and Lieutenant Clarke and I will

return it early in the morning.
I. S. LYON,

Signal Officer.

Walthall House Sional- Station,
September 23^ 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet this p. m. The enemy still working beyond the city to our
right of Clifton. The following has been intercepted

:

. 9 A. M.
Colonel B[rent],

Assistant Adjutant- General

:

One regiment of infantry drilling in open space to our left of Cobb’s. One gun-
boat above pontoon. Cars are constantly running to and from City Point.

J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

2,30 P. M.
Colonel B[rent] ;

Three companies of infantry accompanied by seven wagons came from enemy’s
front in Prince George going toward City Point. Fifteen wagons came from same
place going toward front.

J. Q. E.,

Sergeant.

(Same to A. B.)

4.15 P. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

Three companies of infantry drilling at the works on Gilliam’s farm. One regi-

ment of infantry and one cavalry drilling in open space to the left of Cobb’s.
J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

5.30 P. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of infantry now drilling on Gilliam’s farm
;
they have now retired

behind the battery. One gun-boat above pontoon.
J . A. S.j

At C.

(Same to A, B.)

5.45 P. M.

Colonel B[rent] :

Fifteen wagons passed on military road rear of Battery 5 going toward City Point.

Eight passed on same road going toward Petersburg.
J. Q. E.,

At I).

(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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September 23, 1804—0.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

There has been a detail busy part of the day bringing timber down
toward the enemy’s works in front of four-gun battery. Other details

same as usual. No movement to-day.

A. G. JOEDAN,
Sergeant,

General Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 37. ] September 23^ 1864.

The following order* of the commander of the Second Division,

Second Army Corps, having been transmitted to these headquarters
for the consideration of the commanding general, the same is approved
and confirmed, and it is announced that, hereafter, no regiment or

battery that loses its colors in action will be allowed to carry others
Avithout the authority of the commanding general, and such permission
will not be gi\^en in cases where it shall appear that a regiment or

battery has lost its colors through misconduct in battle, until such
troops shall, by their bravery on other fields, have fully retrieved their

tarnished honor.
By command of Major-General Meade

:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral.

Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
• September 23^ 1864.

Fort S in the line of intrenchments, designated as Fort Kelly, will be
knoAA n as Fort Patrick Kelly.

By command of Major-General Meade

:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 23, 1864—10.30 a. m,

.General Meade:
I forward a ^Opy of Eichmond paper of the 22d, by orderly. It con-

tains a dispatch from Lee to Secretary of War, announcing the defeat
of Early, with death of Eodes and General A. C. Godwin, and wound-
ing of Fitz Lee. Says Early has fallen back to Fisher’s Hill

;
also,

contains a rather doleful editorial on the subject, and another admitting
a scarcity of supiiUes in the Army of Northern Virginia.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

* See General Orders, No. (>3, August 30, p. 595.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Se])te7nber 23^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistmit Adjutcmt- General, Army of the Fotomac:

General : I liave the honor to forward the following list of casual-

ties in the command from the 20th to the 31st of August, 1864, inclusive

:

Killed. Wounded. Missing. Total.

Aggregate.

Officers.

Men.

Officers.

Men.

Officers.

Men.

Officers.

Men.

Cnrpa headquarters 1 1 2 2
Engineer Battalion
Artillery Brigade . 1 10 1 22 3 71 5 103 108
First Division 11 33 25 159 39 1,036 75 1, 228 1,303
Second Division 6 30 22 176 38 9('5 66 1,111 1,177
Third Division 1 4 1 11 1 16 17

Total 19 74 48 361 82 2,023 149 2, 458 2,607

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINFD S. HAISTCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Arma^ Corps,
Septe7nl)er 23, 1864—8 a. m.

Capt. J. iT. Craig,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Artillery Hdqrs., Army of the Fotomac

:

Captain : I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines

observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours. About 4 p. m.
yesterday the batteries on our right opened upon a small working party
of the enemy to our left, and invisible to the batteries of this corps.

The enemy replied from his batteries in our front. A few shots from
Clark’s, Dow’s, and Burton’s batteries soon silenced them, when the
firing ceased. No casualties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,
Captain, Co7rmandmg.

Circular.] Hdqrs. .Third Division, Second Corps,
Septe7nher 23, 1864.

The following names have been designated by the commanding gen-
eral for the batteries and redoubts on the line occupied by this division,

with the armament and^garrison set opposite each

:

One-gun battery on Norfolk railroad on front line—Battery 18; one
field gun.
Inclosed work immediately on the left of Norfolk railroad—Eort

Meikel; three guns, 100 men.
Two-gun battery immediately to the left of Fort Meikel—Battery 19

;

two guns.
Inclosed work to left of Battery 19, formerly 10-iuch mortar battery

—

Fort Bice; six guns, 180 men.
Two-gun battery to the left of Fort Bice—Battery 20.
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Foui -g'iin battery next on right of work hitherto known as Uort
Hell—Battery 21

;
four guns.

Work on x)lank road hitherto known as Fort Hell, with additional

work on the left of the road—Fort Sedgwick
j
800 men, four 4J-inch

Hodman, tAvo siege howitzers, eight held guns.
Large square redoubt on left of plank road, hitherto known as Fort

Crawford—Fort Davis; eight field guns, 550 men.
Battery in front of Fort Davis on right of ifiank road—Battery 22.

Inclosed work near the Strong house—Fort Alexander Hays; four

guns, 150 men.
The garrisons Avill be immediately placed in the forts and regarded

as permanent, to be moved only under special directions from head-
quarters of the army. General De Trobriand Avill at once assign the
designated garrisons to Forts ’ Meikel, Eice, and Sedgwick; Colonel
McAllister to Fort Davis, and General Pierce to Fort Alexander Hays,
and assign a suitable officer to the command of each. As soon as the
assignment is made and the Avorks occupied in accordance Avith this

order they will report the fact, together Avith the descrit)tion of the
details for garrison and names of commanding officers.

By command of Brevet Major-General Mott:
JOHN HANCOCK,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General,

Hdqrs. First BRiaADE, Third Division, Second Corps,
September 23^ 1864,

The commanding officer of the Eighty-sixth New York Volunteers
will leave 90 or 100 men in Fort Meikel, and with balance will relieve

the Seventy-third Ncav York Volunteers at Fort Eice (late Fort War-
ren). The commanding officer of the Seventy-third New York Volun-
teers, when so relieved, will take the place vacated by the Eighty-sixth
Ncav York Volunteers, in line between the One hundred ami twenty-
fourth New York Volunteers and Fort Meikel. The commanding officer

of the First Maine Heavy Artillery wull relieve the Second U. S.

ShaiqAshooters and the Fortieth New York Volunteers at Fort Sedgwick.
The commanding officers of the Second U. S. Sharpshooters and the
Fortieth New York Volunteers will take the place vacated by the First

Maine HeaA^y Artillery, in line, the Second U. S. Shaiq^shooters on the
right and the Fortieth NeAV York Volunteers on the left. This move-
ment will commence at 10 a. m. 24th instant, and Avill be carried out
quickly and quietly, using the covered Avays altogether, so as not to

attract the attention of the enemy.
By command of Brig. Gen. E. de Trobriand:

J. M. LINNAED,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. 3d Biiia., 3d Div., 2d Army Corps,
No. 78. j September 23, 1864,

In obedience to orders from the major-general commanding division,

the following change in the garrison of Fort Davis (Fort Crawford)
will be made:

I. Colonel Schoonover, commanding ElcA^enth Ncav Jersey Volunteers,
Avill move his command out of the fort to the place noAV occupied by
the Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers.
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II. Major Eivers, commanding Eleventh Massachusetts Yoliinteers,

will take the place of the Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers, with his

command, in the fort. The commandants of the above-named regiments
will effect this change at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning.

‘ By command of Ool. Eobert McAllister:
J. P. FINKELMEIEE,
Assistant Adjntayit- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
8epte7iiber 23, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred in my front

yesterday or during the night. All the pioneers of the corps yesterday
slashing timber to the west of these headquarters. A deserter from
Twenty-second North Carolina was received this morniug and will be
sent up.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Alajor- General, Commanding.

September 23, 18G4—10.20 a. m.
Captain Davis :

Six regiments of infantry passed to our left upon Squirrel Level road.

They were followed by three ambulances.
GEO. J. CLAEKE,

First Lieute^iant, Signal Corps, II. S. Army.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 23, 1864—9 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report quiet on my lines during the last twenty-
four hours.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 23, 1864.

MaJ. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: I have the honor to report all quiet on the cavalry picket-

line. The line is established as directed. A.map of the line is being
prepared, and will be forwarded as soon as it is i)racticable to com-
plete it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 23^ 1864—10.30 a. m. (Sent 10.40 a. m.)

Brigadier-General GreGtO,
'

Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac:

Major Micliler, acting cliief engineer, will send an officer to map the

country southward. Please furnish this officer with a suitable escort.

He will call on you for the purpose.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Butler’s Headquarters,
Septemher 23

^
1864—9.20 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Glorious news. It will be so foggy at daylight that we cannot see

what to fire at. May I say 8 a. in. to-morrow instead of daybreak*?
B. F. BUTLER,

Major- General.

City Point, Va., September 23^ 1864.

Major-General Butler:
You can make the salute to-morrow morning at your own hour.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

(Same to Major-General Meade.)

Dutch Gap, Va., September 23
j
1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy have made
very poor practice at the canal tp-day, hurting no one. They opened
with sharpshooters this a. m., firing at every one who passed along the
bank. A few shells from the mortars caused them to cease. They
were driven out of their battery in the field this afternoon, and com-
menced firing from the old position in the point of woods. A disposi-

tion is manifested on the part of some in charge of the excavation to

abandon the work. Can see no manner of reason for doing so. Have
been here three weeks and have found no hotter place than our right
mortar battery. Took occasion to speak very plainly to the man in

charge of the digging (a citizen) to-day; siioke just what I thought.
There are more persons frightened than hurt in this locality. ShaU
take care of the prisoners.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIERCE,

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 134. ( Before Petersburg^ Fa., September 23., 1864.

1. Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-foni Mi Massacluisetts Volunteers, is

hereby relieved from duty with the Second Division. In relieving Col-
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ouel Osborn from that duty the commanding general desires to express
his approval of the zeal and ability with which Colonel Osborn has dis-

charged the trust.*******
By command of Major-General Birney:

OHAS. H. GRAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brig., Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Vu., Sejgtember 23j

1864.

Capt. Charles H. Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
Artillery Brigade during the last twenty-four hours: Forty-three
rounds were fired yesterday at the enemy’s working parties and signal

men. There is nothing more to report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. JACKSOl!^^,

Lieut. Col.j Assistant Inspector- General and Chief of Artillery.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Light Artillery Brigage,.
V Tenth Army Corps,

No. 29. ; Before Petersburg, Va., September 23, 1864.*******
III. The following changes of artillery on the line of intrenchments

will take place immediately after dark this evening: Captain Lee’s bat-

tery of 10-i)ounder Parrotts—two into the new redoubts near and on
the left of the present position of the battery, one to the small redan
on the right of the Petersburg and City Point Railroad, and one into

the new redoubt on the left of the railroad. Captain Riggs’ battery
of light 12-pounders—three into the new redoubt first mentioned
above, one to the small redan on the right of the Petersburg and
City Point Railroad, and two into the new redoubt on the left of the
railroad. Lieutenant Smith, First Connecticut Battery, acting assist-

ant inspector-general, will point out the i^laces for the guns and give
such other directions as may be necessary to carry out this order.

* * * * * * *

By order of Lieutenant- Colonel Jackson, chief of artillery:

O. S. DEWEY,
First Lieut., 33d New Yorh Battery, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 10th Army Corps,
No. 98. )

Near Petersburg, Va., September 23, 1864.'

I. In compliance with instructions from headquarters Tenth Army
Corps, Col. Louis Bell, Fourth New Hampshire Volunteers, is hereby
released from arrest, and will assume command of the Third Brigade,
Second Division, relieving Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massachu-
setts Volunteers.
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II. Ill consequence of the return to duty of Col. Louis Bell, Fourth
New Hampshire Volunteers, Col. F. A. Osborn, Twenty-fourth Massa-
chusetts Volunteers, is hereby relieved from command of the Third
Brigade, Second Division, and will report at headquarters TenthArmy
Corps.

# * # * * m *

By order of Brig. Gen. E. S. Foster :

P. A. DAVIS,
Captam and Assistant Adjutant- General.

September 23, 1864. (Deceived 7.20 p. m.)

General Ord :

General Butler thinks it will be well to relax your rule about com-
munication between the pickets, and let them exchange papers

;
any-

how, it can be tried for awhile.
GEO. A. KENSEL,

Acting Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Eiohteenth Army Corps,
Deep Bottom, Va., September 23, 1864.

Maj. E. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept, of Va. and A. C.:

Ma.jor : I have the honor to report for the information of the major-
general commanding, in obedience to instructions of September 21,

that last night my pickets at the lower post below Four-Mile Creek
heard chopping in the woods in their front beyond the rebel advanced
pickets and across Strawberry Plains. There were also early this morn-
ing more picket fires than usual in the same woods. Their main picket-

line at that point is supposed to run through the woods along or near
the road from New Market Hill to Malvern Hill, only two or three
vedettes having been visible on the ydain. No change in their picket-

line aboA^e or below Four-Mile Creek is visible this a. m., nor any change
within the small portion of their lines that can be seen from Avithin our
lines. Considerable changes have been heretofore observed in the num-
ber and size of picket-fires above Four-Mile Creek when there has been
no change in the strength of the picket and nothing in the weather to

account for it. Tlie officer of the outpost thought the fires not picket
but camp fires, or intended to be thought camp-fires.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. J. PAINE,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24, 1864—3 p. m. (Sent 3.30 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I beg leave to refer to you a dispatch* just received from General
Birney. When you directed me to take command of all the trooiis and
line noAv occupied by General Birney I requested him to send to these

Sec liirney to Williams, begiuuiiig—1 have the honor, Ac., p. 1004.
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lieaclcpuii ters any deserters that might come in, that I might be apprised
of the position and forces of the enemy in the immediate front I was
directed to defend. It would appear Major-General Butler has, with a
knowledge of this fact, countermanded, without any reference to me,
this order. I beg you will decide whether I had the authority to act
as I have done, and if so, you will notify Major-General Butler of your
decision, and request him to rescind his order.

GEO. G. MEA.de,
Major- General, Commanding,

City Point, Va., September 24, 1864,

Major-General Meade :

The order giving you command of all the forces south of the Appo-
mattox was given by telegraph whilst General Butler was absent, and
may not have been known of by him. Your order to General Birney '

was right, but as troops of the Army of the Potomac take up the whole
of the line occui)ied by the Tenth Corps to-night, it will only be neces-

sary for me to inform General Butler why you gave Birney the orders
you did.

U, S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General,

City Point, September 24, 1864,

Major-General Meade:
The infantry commander at Old Court-House reports to General Ben-

ham that for the last few nights the cavalry pickets have come back
near to the infantry, saying that the enemy in front were too strong
for them. Have you heard of any force of the enemy in that direction

If there is such a force it ought to be driven away.
U. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24, 1864—7,30 p, m. (Sent 8 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I have not heard of any enemy in the direction reported by the

cavalry jiickets to General Benham’s infantry, and I don’t believe there

is any force there or has been, but since the cattle raid Kautz’s cavalry
have been somewhat demoralized, and I have no doubt they came in on
some such pretext. I have sent your dispatch to Kautz.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshae-General,

September 24, 1864,

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : Four deserters just forwarded from Second Army Corps.

They came into General Mott’s lines last evening. They are from the

Ninth and Tenth Alabama Eegiments, of Sanders’ ])rigade. They report
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no changes of the enemy^s line. A rumor has been current that Whit-
ing’s division of ^N^orth Carolina militia had been added to the army in

our front, and was lying between A. P. Hill’s corps and Beauregard’s
command. One of informants (the most intelligent) says it a mere
rumor, and he thinks no re-enforcements have been received. Heth’s
division, or a part of it, is lying on the left of Hill’s corps and connects
with Johnson’s division, of Beauregard’s command. Hoke’s division is

in reserve.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

I

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 24, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Our men met last night three several agents, who returned
from Eichmond yesterday. From different sources the following infor-

mation is obtained. A very large force of cavalry is encamped on Kew
Market Hill. It is understood that General Wade Hampton is person-
ally in command, and that the force comprises his own division, with the
most of all the cavalry belonging to the enemy. Unusual vigilance is

exercised on the north side of the James, and large details for scouting
purposes have been made from the Texas brigade on that side of the river.

One of our agents yesterday morning, while i)erfecting his arrange-
ments to leave town, saw a soldier of General Early’s command with
whom he was acquainted. The soldier was reading one of yesterday’s
papers, and referring to the accounts of the fights in the Valley, and the
way in which the rebel loss was underestimated, remarked as follows :

This paper is a humbug, and what it says about Early is a lie. I have just come
from him, and he is this side of Gordonsville, having been obliged to fight heavily all

the way.

From another agent we learn that there was a rumor in circulation
in Eichmond yesterday that Early was eighteen miles this side of Gor-
donsville. Immediately after the fall of Atlanta gold had a large
advance; after that, it receded to 2300 per cent. Hay before yester-

,day, after the news from Early, it advanced to 2600 per cent., and yes-

jterday the brokers announced that for the present no sales of it would

I

be made. They were unwilling to fix any price at which they would sell

I

it. All kinds of meat advanced yesterday $2 per pound. It was' said
ithat guns were being forwarded as rapidly as possible from the arsenal
in Eichmond to the front, and there is a reiteration of the former news
[that all business is suspended for a time, and no work to be done in the
[Government manufactories, except such as can be done by the employ-
ment of our deserters. The former rumors in regard to the abandon-
ment of Petersburg were still in circulation in Eichmond, and seem to
have gained strength. Our agents could not find that these rumors
[rested on any new facts. Ko wounded from Early were being received
in Eichmond, nor were there any but scattering arrivals from him.
There were about 100 men in each of the batteries in the last line of
works about EichmMid; nothing at all in the two outer lines. Files of
Eichmond pai)ei*s are forwarded lierewith.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEOEGE H. SIIAEPE,

Colonel, (fic.
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Plank Koad Station,
September 24, 1864—8 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The enemy by large detail are working on their works in vicinity of

large fort. Ko change visible in camps or lines.

H. W. FULTOK,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 24, 1864—6 p. m .

.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet this p. m. The enemy are placing abatis before their works
to our right of Clifton. They are still working beyond the city. The
following was intercepted

:

Colonel B[kent] :

All quiet since 8 a. m. One gun-boat above pontoon.

(Same to A. B.)

10 A. M.

J. A. S.,

At C.

1.30 p. M.
Colonel B[kent] :

Twelve wagons passed open space rear of Battery 5, going toward Petersburg.
Artillery company still encamped in open space rear of Battery 5.

J. Q. E.,

AtJJ.
(Same to A. B.)

6 P. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

All quiet this p. m. One gun-boat above pontoon.
S.,

Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

This place is now designated Battery Ko. 2.

H. W. HOLMAiN^,
Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 258. i

* September 24, 1864.*###***
5. The One hundred and ninety-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Vol-

unteers, having reported in compliance with instructions from head-
quarters Armies of the United States, is assigned to the Fifth Army
Corps.*******
By command of Maior-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 1864. (Eeceived 7 a. m.)

General Humphreys:
I suppose the siege guns ordered to be put in position on my line

will be ordered there from your headquarters, as there are no siege

guns on the line at present.
WmFD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

General Hunt:
I suppose from this that the siege guns in Fort Sedgwick have been

removed. How about the battery near the Avery house?
A. A. H[UMPHEEYS].

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864—9 a. m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General:

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since

last report. Five deserters from Wilcox’s old brigade were sent up
this morning

5
detail made for repairing embrasures in Fort Sedgwick

under Lieutenant Benyaurd.
WINF’H S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24^ 1864—10 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The siege artillery of your line will be put in position by the chief of
artillery here. If any change should be made in the armament by sub-
stitution of field artillery for siege artillery you will be duly notified,

and the field artillery will be supplied.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you make the necessary
arrangements immediately to relieve General Birney along the whole
line held by him, from Mott’s right to the Appomattox. You will

relieve as much of his line to-night as practicalde. You will relieve
the garrisons of the inclosed works on Birney’s front, jilso designating
the garrisons for them.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24^ 1864—12.40 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Seeond Corps: •

You can witlidraw your brigades of infantry and batteries of artil-

lery on the Norfolk railroad and at Prince George Court-House.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24^ 1864—1.05 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs me to say that in relieving

General Birney you must use the batteries of artillery you have in re-

serve. General Hunt has in reserve twelve field guns, which are also

at your disposition. Pour of these form a horse battery. Should it

be necessary. General Hunt will be directed to put some more siege

guns in the redoubts on the front now held by General Birney.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24, 1864—3 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

It is considered that the four guns in Battery No. 20 might be re-

moved without materially weakening the line there, and they are there-

fore available for transfer to the line now held by Birney. The arma-
ment for Battery No. 0, near Fort McGilvery, is marked for two
30-pounder Parrotts, but the difficulty of supplying them with ammuni-
tion makes it desirable to substitute two field guns for the armament.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864—9.20 p. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General Birney has fifty cavalrymen picketing to the river taken
from his body guard, which must be stronger than mine to admit of

such detail. I will replace them with infantry unless it is thought
necessary to have cavalry there.

WINUD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

[Indorsements
. ]

General Meadb:
Is there any special reason for cavalry pickets at the place indicated ?

I know of none.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Nor I.

G. G. M[EADE1.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864—9.30 p. m.

General Humphreys:
In the confidential circular with regard to the armament of forts, &c.,

one paragraph directs that the armament be at once placed in the forts;

the succeeding paragraph directs the batteries to be occupied as at

present. In order to carry out the first paragraph I must take some
artillery from the batteries, and so disregard in a measure the second
paragraph. I ask your instructions in the matter before proceeding to

place the required armament in the forts, as I had intended doing, at

the expense of the batteries.

WmHH S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24., 1864—10.05 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

Yes. The armaments of the redoubts is to be first completed; next
that of the batteries with the armaments marked with an asterisk (or

star), and last the batteries where it is merely stated i^ierced for so

many guns. Probably you will not be able to arm any of the last

named. No particular reason is known here for having cavalry pickets
at the place you mention.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864.

General Williams:
In order to be nearer the center of my line I propose moving my

headquarters to the Deserted House to-morrow morning.
WINKD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24., 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Fotomae:

General : I have the honor to invite the attention of the major-
general commanding to the large number of men detailed from this

corps for fatigue for some time past, and to ask if some measures can-
not be adopted to lessen the amount of duty of this nature exacted of
my command. The average daily detail from the command during the
past week has been 2,700 men, the number, including picket details,

being on some occasions as high as 3,100 men. These details are made
necessarily from the First and Second Divisions, the Third Division
holding the line from Fort Alexander Hays to Fort Meikel, and furnish-

ing a daily picket of about 500 men in front of this line; it also fur-

nishes working parties to a considerable extent where the work required
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does not take the men far from the line. The field return of these two
divisions exhibits a strength of about 9,000 men, but of this number a
considerable proportion, including drummers, musicians, and men
borne for duty, but not available for fatigue, should be deducted. The
Second Division has one brigade detached at Prince George Court-
House, which furnishes a picket detail of about 200 men, and is engaged
at the same time in constructing earth-works at that place. The details

made from the brigade are not included in the statements given on the
previous page. The details from the Second Division have been pro-

portionally heavy compared with those from the First Division, in order
to give the greater number of recruits in the latter division an oppor-
tunity for discipline and instruction. The practical working of the
matter is that the men are on duty every day, so that the inspectors

report that they cannot make the ordinary monthly inspection in the
Second Division. In the First Division there is no adequate oppor-
tunity for drilling the recruits, a matter of vital importance. The men
of both divisions have no time to keep their arms in proper order, or to

pay the proper attention to the police of camp or the cleanliness of
clothing or persons. The men have, in fact, become day laborers, and
sufter ill their proper character as soldiers. The effect on the morale
of the troops I believe to be unfortunate.
The details for fatigue coming directly from the office of the chief

engineer, or (as is usually the case) from some officer delegated by him,
the commanding general may not be aware of the extent of labor per-

formed by the corps. It has constructed a large proportion of the work
about Petersburg, commencing with the rifle-pits -to the right and left

of the Hare house. After the corps was withdrawn from this line it

constructed several lines on the left of the plank road, besides fur-

nishing large details to aid General Warren in constructing redoubts
along the plank road. After moving to the Deserted House the
corps furnished a division daily for fatigue to aid in constructing
the covered ways and field works on the front line, and built a large
proportion of the line from the Chieves house to the Norfolk railroad.

After its return from the first expedition to Deep Bottom it was again
called on for these heavy details, and on its return from the second
movement to Deep Bottom was engaged in heavy fatigue duties until

the battle of Beams’ Station. Since then it has built the entire line

from the left of the plank road to the Norfolk road and part of the line

on the right, felling a great extent of timber along the whole line of

the Blackwater Swamp. The men have moved from place to place,

building works and constructing lines they never occupy, and the
result is that they have to a certain extent the habits of laborers, and
are more familiar with the shovel than the musket. The very small
number of officers present has rendered the discipline of these troops
almost impossible.
The object in laying this communication before the commanding gen-

eral is not to find fault at the labor done, the importance of which is

apparent, but to respectfully inquire whether other troops have not
enjoyed a better opportunity of discipline and instruction.

I have deferred representing this matter, but my commanders are

pressing upon me daily the fact that their men are worn out, not so

much on account of the severity of the labor, but because of the con-

tinuous nature of it and the lack of any opportunity for rest or provid-

ing for the comfort of the men.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF’D S. HAN^COCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.
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HEAD<iUARTERS SECOND ArMY CoRPS,
lS€pteml)er 24^ 1864.

Major-General Birney:
I am going out, by General Hancock’s order, to see what arrange-

ment to make about relieving your line. Will you please send a staff

officer to meet me at the ruins of the Davis house at 3 o’clock to ride

over the line and give me information as to the position of troops, &c."?

I Avill have our chief of artillery with me.
0. H. MORGAN,

Lieutenant- Colonel., d'e.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
tSej)teniber 24, 1864.

Major-General Birney :

I have directed General Miles and Colonel Smyth to commence re-

lieving your line at dark. General Miles will occupy from Battery 13
to the right and Colonel Smyth from Battery 13 to the Norfolk railroad.

The chief of artillery has also been directed to commence relieving your
artillery at dark. 1 x>resume he has seen Colonel Jackson by this

time. If he has not, I will direct him to confer with him. He is now
on the line. I have directed my commanders not to relieve your picket-

line to-night, as I want to try to get a chance to look around in the
morning and see where they are. Colonel Smyth has sent officers to

arrange with General Terry and General Miles has seen General Foster.

Please notify your commanders what time I begin.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Corps,
September 24, 1864.

Major-General Hancock:
My chief of artillery missed Colonel Morgan. If your chief could

report here mine Avould explain the entire line to him in relieving the
batteries. My cavalry escort picket the river-bank. It will require
about fifty cavalry to relieve them, although infantry would be as well.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
[September] 24, 1864—4.40 p. m.

Major-General Birney :

Colonel Morgan has not returned and Ido not tliink [he will] be back
before dark. If you do not see him before that time it would be better
to send your chief of artillery here, as I will have use for Colonel Mor-
gan for a few hours after he returns in issuing the necessary orders for

the change, and it would delay matters if he were absent so long as it

would take for him to go to your headquarters and return.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864—8.20 p. m.

Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

My chief of artillery has not returned from the line. I suppose he
has seen Colonel Jackson. If he has not artillery enough to relieve all

your batteries I suppose you will permit those not relieved to remain
until to-morrow evening, when I can complete the arrangement by get-

ting some pieces from General Hunt and taking one battery from Mott’s
line. If I can find my chief of artillery in time I hope to get through
to-night.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General,

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864.

Major-General Hancock^
Commanding Second Corps:

I will make any arrangement that you desire for the night.

H. B. BIBNEY,
Major-General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 35. ) September 24, 1864.

In accordance with instructions received from headquarters of the
army, the First and Second Divisions will relieve the Tenth Army
Corps in the line of intrenchments, beginning as soon after dark as
practicable.

The Second Division, Colonel Smyth commanding, will relieve the
line from the Norfolk railroad to Battery 13, as shown to Colonel
Smyth’s staff officers this afternoon by Colonel Morgan, chief of staff’.

Colonel Smyth will occupy Fort Morton with 800 men.
The First Division, General Miles commanding, will relieve the

Tenth Corps line from Battery 13 to the right, garrisoning the inclosed
works as follows: Fort Haskell, 250 men; Fort Stedman, 300 men;
Fort McGilvery, 300 men.
The rifle-pits connecting these works and batteries on the line will

for the present be occupied as they now are. The picket-line will not
be relieved to-night. Any troops remaining in reserve after these dis-

positions are made will be placed under cover, under supporting dis-

tance of the line. Commandants of artillery will relieve as maiQ^ of

the light batteries belonging to the Tenth Corps now on the line as he
is able to relieve with artillery at his disposal, conferring with the chief

of artillery Tenth Corps for this purpose. Commanders of divisions

and Artillery Brigade will set forth the disposition in detail in the
morning report of the 25th. Corps headquarters will be moved to the
Deserted House to-morrow.
By comuiaud of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- Geiieral,
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Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
Septemher 24^ 1864.

Capt. John N. Craig,
Asst. Acljt. Gen.., Artillery Hdqrs., Army of the Potomac:

Captain: I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines

in my front observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours.

In compliance with the order of Major-General Meade a salute of 100

shotted guns was tired at daylight from the batteries on the Second
Corps front, ai)parently doing some damage to the enemy’s works, but
eliciting no reply.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,

CaqAain, Commanding.

Circular.] Hdqrs. Artillery Brig., Second Army Corps,
September 24, 1864.

The commanding officers of the following-named batteries will have
their commands harnessed and hitched in readiness to move at once: F,
First Pennsylvania Artillery

;
K, Fourth U. S. Artillery

;
A and B, First

Khode Island Artillery; Twelfth New York Independent Battery
;
G,

First New York Artillery; C and I, Fifth IJ. S. Artillery; First New
Hampshire Battery; Tenth Massachusetts Battery.
By command of Capt. F. M. Edgell

:

U. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjtitant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 24, 1864.

Col. T. A. Smyth,
Commanding Second Division

:

Colonel : The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw
your brigade of infantry and batteries of artillery on the Norfolk road
and at Prince George Court-House. You can withdraw your pickets
any time during the day.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. BINGHAM,

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,
SeqHember 24, 1864.

Capt. J. P. Finkelmeier,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Division:

Captain : In compliance with circular from division headquarters I
have the honor to report the following disposition of troops under my
command for garrison in Forts Meikel, Bice, and Sedgwick: Fort Mei-
kel, 100 men, from Eighty-sixth New York Volunteers, under the special
command of Capt. H. G. narrower. Fort Bice, 105 men, from the same
regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Lansing’s command, extending over the
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two forts, but iu case of attack especially ou Fort Eice. Fort Sedg-
Avick, Seventeenth Maine Volunteers, First Maine Heavy Artillery,

One hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, in all 819 officers and
men under command of Lieut. Ool. C. B. Merrill, Seventeenth Maine
Volunteers, the ranking officer. I beg, respectfully, to remark that
those 819 officers and men cannot be placed in the fort for the reason
there is no possible room there for them. The work on the left of the
l)lank road having no artillery can contain at the most 300 men. Fort
Sedgwick x^roper (Fort Hell) is filled up by the artillerymen, magazines,
caissons, save on the left, but this x^art of the work will be in no way
too much for the six x^ieces of artillery (four 4J-inch Eodmans, and two
siege howitzers) to be located there to complete its armament. For
these reasons the garrison has so many outside along the breast-works
which inclose the batteries in the rear, and I respectfully submit that
in order to facilitate the defense and make it more eftectwe the Battery
21, included in the AA^orks with which it connects directly between
a double line of breast-works, affording a very place Warmes (o be
easily defended and large enough to contain a small regiment, the
Battery 21 being inclosed and supporting well Fort Sedgwick on the
right. I liaA^e also to report that the signs nailed this morning are not
properly fixed and ouglit to be changed to x>revent confusion. The
Avork on the left of the plank road wears the sign of Fort Sedgwick, of

which it is but an annex. Fort Sedgwick as Battery 2L Battery 21
wears the number 20 and Battery 20, where the Fourth Maine Battery
is located (four guns), is ignored altogether. In the circular this bat-

tery is mentioned by mistake as unoccupied or without guns. In Fort
Eice temporary embrasures made with gabions and sand-bags, for the
X>rotection of the men manning two field xheces, have been taken off the

l)ara])et, as I understand, by order of General Hunt, chief of artillery.

I respectfully submit that it makes the use ofthese tAvo x^ieces extremely
XAcrilous. Being now on high platforms in barbette, the men are fully

exposed to the firing of the enemy’s sharpshooters at a place where no
one can show his head Avitli impunity for five minutes. It is x)robable

that this condition of things was not reported to General Hunt, and
resx)ectfully submit that his attention be called to this matter, as the
two pieces alluded to are tlie only ones bearing in front against the
enemy’s AA^orks, and it is important that they should be kept as aA^aila-

ble as possible.

EesxAectfully submitted.
E. DE TEOBEIAND,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 24, 1864—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutani- General

:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front yesterday
and during the night, nothing unusual transpiring. A deserter came
in this morning. He belongs to Seventh N'orth Carolina; has been in

service two years; was in Eeanis’ Station fight; says no infantry are
on plank road; Anderson’s brigade Avas, but has been withdrawn.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General, Comma7iding.
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Headquarters First Division, Fifth Corps,
Cami) at Warren Station, Va., September 24, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of the Potomac :

General : Owing to the depleted numbers of this command Iwould re-

spectfully recommend that the division be consolidated into one brigade.

The organization as it now exists consists of three brigades: The First

Brigade—Twenty-first PennsylvaniaDismounted Cavalry, 608 muskets

;

the Second Brigade—Thirty-second Massachusetts, Mnety-first and
One hundred and fifty-fifth Pennsylvania, in all 848 muskets; the
Third Brigade—One hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania, First Mich-
igan, Twentieth Maine, Sixteenth Michigan, and four battalions, as fol-

lows: Eighty-third Pennsylvania, Forty-fourth New York, FourthMich-
igan, and Eighteenth Massachusetts, numbering in all 1,050 muskets.
It will be seen that this gives only 2,506 muskets. The Twenty-second
Massachusetts belongs to the division, but has been detached and is on
duty at City Point, having only 136 muskets. This regiment goes out
of service on the 8th of October, and will probably not leave over 30
muskets. The battalions could be transferred to regiments. The com-
manding officer of the corps has already recommended the transfer of
the Forty-fourth New York, The officers of the battalions not required
or not wishing to remain in service could be honorably discharged.
Should the commanding general give this recommendation a favorable
consideration he will at once see that the consolidation must give the
brigade some hundreds of additional men for musket duty, by decreas-
ing the number of extra daily and detached duty men. The organiza-
tion as it now exists is not believed to be in keeping with the interests

of the service. From having the name of division with three brigades
its details arevery heavy. For instance, the picket-line is at the present
time over four miles, requiring 900 men, with proper complement of offi-

cers, and there has not been a day since on this line that the detail has
been less than from 500 to 700.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. GRIFFIN,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Headquarters First Division, Fifth Army Corps,
September 24, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Army Corps:

Colonel: I would again urge upon the attention of the proper
authorities the want of brigade commanders, and ask that Lieut. Col.

William A. Throop, First Michigan Volunteers, be brevetted a briga-

dier. Colonel Throop has had more experience than any field officer

in this command, and I don’t think has his superior as a drill officer

and disciplinarian in the service, and I trust his application may meet
with early attention, and Colonel Throop assigned according to his

brevet rank.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. GRIFFIN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First l3iv., Fifth Army Corps,
Ko. 132. ] Warren’’s Station, Va., September 24, 1864.

Col. H. G. Sickel, One hundred and ninety-eighth PennsylvaniaYolun-
teers, having reported with his regiment in compliance with orders
from headquarters Fifth Army Corps, is assigned to the First Brigade.
By command of Brigadier-General Griffin

:

GEO. MONTEITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 24, 1864—9.30 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I have the honor to report nothing unusual on my lines during the
past twenty-four hours. Detached rifle-pits and defenses are being
constructed along my rear line of pickets.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 24, 1864.

Col. T. S. Bowers:
Will you please furnish me with a copy of any order or telegram

extending the leave of Major-General Burnside and staff? I received

from Major General Burnside a copy of telegram from Lieutenant-

General Grant to Major-General Burnside on this subject under date
of September 1. but it has either been destroyed or mislaid.

JNO. G. PAEKE.

City Point, Va., September 24, 1864.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

The telegram from General Grant to General Burnside referred to in

your dispatch of to-day reads as follows:

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside,
City Point, Va., Sejnemher 1, 1864.

Providence, R. I.

:

Await orders where are. Yonr staff may remain with you.
U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenan t-G en eral.

No subsequent orders have been given to General Burnside.
GEO. K. LEET,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders,
No. 183.
# *

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 24, 1864.*****

5. In pursuance of orders from headquarters Army of the Potomac,
it is hereby directed that a garrison of 150 be placed in Fort Howard
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by Brigadier-General Hartranft, commanding First Division. This
garrison will be considered as permanent and will not be moved unless
specially directed by virtue of autliority from headquarters Army of

the Potomac. For the present it is not necessary that the camp or

quarters of the men be inside the work, but may be pitched in its

immediate vicinity.

By command of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke:
JNO. C. YOUNGMAN^,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 24^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I have the honor to forward herewith a sketch* of the picket-line of

the Second Division Cavalry. West of General Warren’s front, on the
Vaughan road, is a reserve of 120 men, with vedettes on the road in

front of the infantry line. On the railroad south of General Warren’s
position a reserve (150 men) with vedettes covering the Wyatt road
and the roads to Kearns’ Station and Wood’s Shop. On the plank
road one regiment (250 men) covering the road to Reams’ Station and
the plank road. On the road leading from McCann’s to Lee’s Mill one

^

regiment (250 men) picketing to the plank road and to Davenport
Church.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding,.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry,, Army of the Potomac:

I have your communication of to day’s date respecting the pickets
from the Weldon railroad to Davenport Church. As this a|)pears to

be intended for the report asked for in my dispatch of 22d instant to

General Davies, I think there must be some misappreliension of that
dispatch. It called for a complete rearrangement of the calvary picket-

line from the plank road to the elames River. Tlie force picketing from
Davenport Church to the James River Avas considered to be entirely

inadequate to that duty. The dis])atches to General Davies previous to

that of 2.30 p. m. of the 22d will show what had been intended.
' A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24, 1864—2.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac:

The two brigades and two batteries of the Second Corps now at

Prince George Court-House and on the Norfolk railroad will be with-

drawn to-day.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Not found
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 24. 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division Cavalry

:

Colonel : You will please prepare (by getting three days^ rations
and two of forage) a sufficient force to take up and picket to Two
Bridges. The two brigades infantry and the two batteries now at
Prince George Court-House will be withdrawn to-day. Just have this

force in readiness to go on xiicket upon the return of the general’, who
is now absent at General Kautz’s headquarters. Other orders will be
issued you. Do not saddle, but hold in readiness to do so before receipt
of further orders.

Very respectfully,

H. C. WEIE,
Assistaiit Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 24., 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division Cavalry:

Colonel : The general commanding directs that to-morrow morning
by daylight you will cause a picket force of 300 men to take position

south of and near McCann’s house on railroad (Norfolk) to take up
picket-line between your present left (Davenport Church) and Two
Bridges, relieving all of General Kautz’s pickets on that line; your left

will then be at Two Bridges. You will keep a strong reserve on rail-

road. There are two main roads in the vicinity of the Norfolk rail-

road. This picket force need not go out until morning 25th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIE,

Assistant Adjuta7it- General.

P. S.—Please report as soon as you have established the extension
of your line.

H. C. W.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeynber 24, 1864. (Eeceived 12.45 p. m.)

Major-General Butler:
The Second Corps will relieve the Tenth from the trenches to-night.

Instruct General Birney to move his corps in rear of its present posi-

tion when relieved, out of sight of the enemy.
IT. S. GEANT,

Lieuteyiayit- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Di the Field, September 24, 1864.

Ijieutenant-General Grant,
Coynmanding, &c., City Pohit, Va.:

The telegram in relation to the Second Corps received and proper
orders forwarded.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- Geyieral, Coyywiayidiyig.
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City Point, Va., September 24^ 1864,

Major-General Butler :

During your absence, and when an attack was anticipated, at the
suggestion of General Ord, I directed General Meade to hold himself
responsible for all of the line south of the Apiiomattox, and that all

troops occupying such line obey his orders. It was under these cir-

cumstances that General Meade directed General Birney to send pris-

oners and deserters to his provost-marshal. The Second Corps reliev-

ing the Tenth to-night will make it unnecessary either to repeal or
withdraw the order. All prisoners and deserters taken by either army,
however, should be sent to the provost-marshal-general at City Point
as soon as questioned. I suppose they have been so disposed of here-

tofore.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 24j 1864.

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel : The signal officer at tower on James Eiver reports situa-

tion unchanged from yesterday.*^ The signal officer at Spring Hill

reports that nothing new has occurred to-day along the enemy’s lines.

Their Avorking parties haA^e been employed in strengthening their works
during the day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
n. E. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Septemher 24, 1864. (Eecewed 9.25 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Nothing of interest on my line. The large 7-inch Brooke gun has
been moved from its iiosition. The salute elicited little or no response.
The contrabands sent up on yesterday reported the moving of artillery

(heavy guns) on trucks to South Side Eailroad.
D. B. BIENEY,

Major- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Fieldj Septemher 24, 1864.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Army Corps:

Please inform me upon what authority prisoners of A\^ar and deserters
from the enemy sent to you are forAvarded other than to the provost-
marshal at these headquarters, as I understand they are. In future
Avill you see that all such iiersons are forAvarded at once to these head
quarters i?

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Williams :

I liave tlie honor to inform you, for the information of Major-General
Meade, that I am ordered by General Butler to forward prisoners of
war and deserters to his headquarters; also, asking me by what
authority I had stopped doing so. I have answered by an order from
General Meade, and that hereafter I will send those persons to his

headquarters.
H. B. BIRNEY,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 24, 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth A^'my Corps:

The Second Corps will relieve you to-night. You will mass your
corps in the rear of its present position, when relieved, out of sight of
the enemy.

BEKJ. E. BUTLER,
Major- General, Coynmanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 24, 1864—2.10 p. m.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

I am instructed to inform you that you will be relieved to-night from
the position your corps holds by Major-General Hancock, commanding
Second Corps. Upon being relieved you will mass your troops well in

rear of the position they now hold, and out of sight of the enemy.
You will receive instructions as to your subsequent movements from
Major-General Butler, commanding department, &c.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 24, 1864.

Commanding officers will hold their commands ready to be relieved

to-night by the Second Corps. Staff officers of division and independ-
ent brigades will be sent to these headquarters to ascertain the place

where the troops Avill be massed upon being relieved. The chief of

artillery wall at once see General Hunt as to the relief of the artillery

during the night.

By order of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adj utant- General.

'Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, before Petersburg, Ya., September 24, 1864.

In being relieved to-night the garrisons in the forts will be relieved

with rest of the troops. The exchange will be managed quietly, and
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division officers of the day will be at division headquarters ready to

give all information to the officers of the Second Corps. The com-
manding officer of engineers will report for orders to these headquarters
and camp in rear of the corps.

By command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
No. 128. i Before Petersburg, Va., September 2i, 1864.#**#*#*

HI. Hereafter, whenever marching orders are received by this com-
mand, knapsacks of the men will be immediately inspected by the
regimental commanders, and all superfluous articles, which by their

weight would tend to break down the men upon the march, will be im-

mediately thrown out. Any man picking up articles so rejected without
the consent of his regimental commander will be tried by general court-

martial.

IV. In all movements of this command the cooking utensils of the
companies will be carried in the wagons, for each of which one man will

be detailed as guard. All other enlisted men reported by their regi-

ments as for duty, or upon special duty, will march in the ranks of
their companies.
V. The brigade commanders are charged with the strict enforcement

of the provisions of this order.***##*#
IX. Col. F. B. Pond, Sixty-second Ohio Volunteers, having been

relieved from command of the Third Division of this corps, will resume
command of the First Brigade of this division. In relieving Colonel
Voris, Sixty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, from the command of the First
Brigade, the brevet major-general commanding desires to express his

thanks for the able manner in which that officer has commanded the
brigade while under his charge.
By order of Bvt, Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry:

A. TEEKY,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Tenth Army Corps,
Near Petersburg, Va.. September 24, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Ed. W. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Army Corps:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that tliere have been no changes
in the disposition of the troops of my command during the past twenty-
four hours. The ])icket-posts on the Appomattox have been moved
near the river-bank, and measures taken to 'prevent any persons pa^ss-

ing through the lines witliout the knowledge of the guard. The usual
fatigue details of flOO men were engaged on the various works in prog-
ress on my line. Three men deserted from the Forty-eighth New York
Volunteers during the night.

Eespectfully, yours,
E. S. FOSTEE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 24^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Foster,
Commanding Second Division

:

The major-general commanding directs that you send fifty men of
your command immediately to relieve the men of the Fourth Massa-
chusetts Cavalry, doing picket duty on your right

j
the men to remain

until relieved by those of the Second Corps.
Kespectfully,

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Eighteenth Army Corps,
No. 125. ] In the Field, Va., September 24, 1864.

The provisions of General Orders, No. Ill, from these headquarters,
are so far modified as to permit officers on picket duty and officers of

the day to allow the exchange of papers between the pickets, with a
view of encouraging desertions from the enemy. This privilege must
be exercised without any relaxation in the strict performance of j)icket-

duty.
By command of Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord:

THEODOBE BEAD,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

/

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 24^ 1864—7.30 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: The report alluded to in the dispatch* received from the
lieutenant-general no doubt has its foundation in a change made day
before yesterday under the direction of the cavalry commander. I did
not have men sufficient to hold out to Cocke’s Mill, consequently the
telegraph road was not covered, and therefore the pickets on the road
leading from Bollins’ to Sycamore Church were withdrawn and placed
on the telegraph road, so as to watch all the roads on my left. This

was done at the suggestion of General Davies, who was here in person.

There is no information of any force except scouts of the enemy any-
where in my front. I have sent out to Colonel Spear to ascertain what
foundation there is for the report, but I feel confident that nothing
unusual has occurred. General Gregg was here this afternoon, and
has arranged to strengthen my line by relieving a portion of it with a
regiment from his division. While I cannot be expected to hold my
line against any force, I can promise to furnish the earliest intelligence

of an advancing force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Briefa dier- Gen eral.

See Grant to Meade, beginning—The infantry commander, &c., p. 988.
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Headquarters Cavalry Division,.
September 24^ 1864—1.30 p. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Cavalry Division:

Captain : The picket reports represent everything as quiet along the

line. Sergeant Smith, Company M [FJ, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry,

was killed last night by one of his own pickets whilst going the rounds.

I have withdrawn the pickets from Sycamore Church and placed them
on the telegraph road, so as to continue the line from Mount Sinai

Church nearly north. I had not men enough to hold down to Cocke’s
Mill. The usual amount of picket-shooting at scouts and deserters

continues.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
In the Fieldj September 24^ 1864.

Captain Thornton,
Acting Assista^it Adjutant- Ge^ieral to General Shepley

:

By the authority of the Secretary of War you are authorized to

recruit a regiment from the rebel prisoners at Point Lookout. A letter

of instructions will be sent you by mail.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters District of ISTorth Carolina,
New Berne., N. (7., September 24., 1864.

Lieut. Gilbert E. Overton,
Adjutant Ticelfth Netv Yorh Cavalry

:

Lieutenant : General Harland directs me to call your attention tc

the following extract from a letter recently received at these headquar-
ters from Brigadier-General Baker, commanding Confederate forces at

Goldsborough

:

It is reported to me by my scouts on the lower Trent road, below Kinston, that on
the 10th instant Lieutenant Overton, adjutant ^Twelfth New York Cavalry, U. S.

Army, in charge of a flag of truce, on his return to your lines carried with him three
negroes picked up on the road. In addition to this it is reported to me that the same
detachment under flag of truce stopped at the house of Mr. Noble, a citizen, took
possession of his house for their own use, and used an amount of forage for their
horses without payment for the same.

General Harland requests that you will forward to these headquar-
ters a full statement of the facts in these cases with as little delay as
possible.

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
[G. F. WARD, Jr.,]

Lieuteyiant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Washington, September 25, 1864—3.10 p. m.

Lieutenaiit-Gerieral Grant,
City Point, Ya.

:

It is ascertained that the men returned from City Point were not sent
from Alexandria, but from New York, direct. The error resulted from
the neglect of the officers of General Sheridan’s command to make
returns to the Adjutant-General’s Office.

H. W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant :

In accordance with your verbal order given yesterday the Tenth
Army Corps was last night relieved by the two divisions of the Second
Corps hitherto posted in the rear or held in reserve. As this change
has given to the Second Corps, with an effective strength of less than
15,000 men, a line of over five miles to hold, I have deemed it proper to

order the following changes of position: The Second Corps to hold the
line from the Appomattox to Fort Crawford on the Jerusalem plank
road; the Ninth Corps to hold with two divisions from Fort Crawford
to include Fort Howard, such portion of these two divisions as may not
be required on this line to be held in reserve in the rear; the third
division of the Ninth Corps to be held near the Avery house as a
reserve to the Second Corps; the Fifth Corps to hold from Fort
Howard round to the Gurley house; the present picket of the Fifth
Corps to the rear to be maintained, they now extending to a line south
fi'om the Gurley house; from this point the cavalry to watch and
picket the rear over to the James; garrisons and artillery to be
assigned to the inclosed works on the front line; the rest of the troops
to be held ready for withdrawal and movement elsewhere.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

City Point, Ya., September 25, 1864.

Major-General Meade :

Has Gregg returned yet! I will have to send a cavalry commander
to Sherman, and think of sending Gregg. At present, and to this time,

there has not been an officer with the cavalry in the West who it was
safe to trust, without infantry to guard them from danger. The rebels

are equally bad off. With either Gregg, Torbert, or Wilson in com-
mand of Sherman’s cavalry, they could travel over that Western
country with impunity.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Aioiy of the Potomac,
September 25, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
General Gregg has returned. In reference to your proposition to

send him West, I have to call your attention to the tact that there is no
other general officer of cavalry with this army but General Davies, one
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of the youngest and most recently promoted; whereas Avith General
Sheridan’s army areTorbert, Averell, Merritt, Custer, Devin, Chapman,
and McIntosh.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25^ 1864—12,30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
The following report, just received, is forwarded for your informa-

tion.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General,

Plank Koad Signal Station,
September 25

j
1864—11 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
At 10.30 a column of infantry, numbering about 3,000, appeared in

vicinity of large fort on Weldon railroad, apparently coming from woods
west of railroad and southward from large fort, and disappeared on road
running Avest from fort; AA^ere twenty minutes in passing.

H.‘W. FULTO^^^,
Sergeant,

City Point, September 25, 1864,

Major-General Meade :

Please send an ambulance to the railroad station for Governor Sew-
ard, Mr. Washburne, and General Grant, who leave here for your head-
quarters in a few minutes.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant

:

E. S. PABKER,
Secretary.

City Point, Va., September 25, 1864,

Maj or-General Meade :

Thursday Avill be the day upon which efforts Avill be made in the
direction indicated in our conversation yesterday. I aa ant a brigade of
cavalry, Avell commanded, to report to General Butler. I think it will

be well to start the brigade you select on a scout to-morrow morning to

push out east, keeping about the route folloAved by Hampton when on
his cattle raid; farther out if they can, and come into the James River,
and up to City Point, crossing over to Bermuda Hundred after night.
They should ride sloAvly and preserve their horses, exce[)t where tliey

may come u])on the enemy. It is not necessary that tlie (uvalry com-
mander should know the object of his reporting to General Butler, or
even that he is to report to him until his arrival at City Point.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General,

64 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25^ 1864—5.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I will send Kautz with his division—about equal to one of Gregg’s
brigades. His command is a good one, and as he belongs to Butler’s
army it would seem proper to send him. What time do you desire him
to be at City Point, and is it necessary he should go to that place, as
this is somewhat out of his way? He might be directed to return to
Prince George Court-House, and from thence sent over to General
Butler.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, September 25, 1864.

General Meade;
Sending Kautz to Butler it will not be necessary he should make a

scout around. He can be relieved by Gregg and allowed to fall back
within our lines, where he is, and report to General. Butler for orders.

If he is relieved on Tuesday it will be early enough.
U. S. GEANT,

Lieutenant- Geiieral.

City Point, September 25, 1864—7 p. m.

Major-General Meade :

I have learned from a source independent of the provost-marshal’s
information that the enemy are preparing to evacuate Petersburg. In
all probability it will be impossible to discover any such move in time
to benefit by it, but I advise you that you may keep a lookout.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

I will keep a sharp lookout through pickets and signal officers for

any movements indicating what you state in your dispatch.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 25, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General ; Our men met one of our agents last night, who left Eich-

mond yesterday afternoon at 3 o’clock. In the early part of the after-

noon the second figbt of Early was known of in Eichmond, and was
talked of in and about the Spotswood House. It was understood that

Early had been badly whipped. Two regiments of infantry had been
sent from Petersburg, and one of the city battalions from Eichmond to
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Lynchburg, which comprises all of the movements of troops that our

agent could ascertain had taken place. Eight guns have been sent to

Chaffin’s farm to be put in position, and there were signs all day long

of great uneasiness in the city; so when the firing yesterday morning
was distinctly heard in Eichmond, one of the city battalions was im-

mediately ordered out and sent down to Chaffin’s farm. Hampton’s
cavalry still remains on Eew Market Hill, but our agent said it was
not expected to continue there. He gave no reason for the statement.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEOEGE H. SHAEPE,

Colonel^ &c.

File of Eichmond papers of yesterday forwarded herewith.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 25^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : Two deserters from the Fourteenth Tennessee Eegiment,
Archer’s brigade, Heth’s division, have just been forwarded. They
came into the lines of the Second Cavalry Division this a. m. They
state that two brigades of Heth’s division are on the extreme right of

the enemy’s line, Archer’s and Kirkland’s; the other two brigades of
the division lie between Mahone’s division and Beauregard; are ex-

tending their lines still farther to the right, and in the direction of the
South Side Eailroad. Butler’s division of cavalry connects with the
infantry on the right. Young’s brigade adjoining Archer’s brigade. Are
not aware of any re-enforcements arriving, or any troops sent away.
Deserters from the Mississippi and Alabama brigades, of Mahone’s
division, forwarded this a. m. They locate Mahone’s division as for-

merly reported; have no knowledge of any other part of the line. Four
of W. H. F. Lee’s scouts were captured near Sycamore Church last

night; found lurking within our lines. They freely confess that they
came in for information, and have been in sundry times before. They
are regularly detailed scouts, and are attached to General Lee’s head-
quarters, belonging to the Mnth Virginia Cavalry.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JKO. C. BABCOCK.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 25^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General: The lookout at the plank road station reports at 8.30

a. m.

:

All quiet. No working parties visible, and no cliange in the camps of the enemy
seen from this station.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.
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Walthall Signal Station,
September 25^ 1864—9 a. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet tliis a. m. Au excellent view can be obtained this morning.
H. W. HOLMAN,

Sergeajit.

Plank Koad Station,
September 25^ 1864.

Major Fisher:
No indications of movements or change within any part of enemy’s

lines visible from station. Working parties are busy on works left of

large fort and in vicinity of lead-works; also a party is working on the
flat in rear of Gregory’s Chimneys, and is in range of our batteries.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Plank Koad Station,
September 25, 1864.

Major Fisher:
All quiet and no visible change in enemy’s camps or lines. Four

hundred and fifty infantry have just passed the left from vicinity of

lead-works; probably pickets.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 25 1864—3 p. m.

Major Fisher:
The enemy’s infantry camps to our right of the city have disappeared.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 25^ 1864.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

The camps mentioned were those to our right and beyond the city,

the ones spoken of on the station this morning. They were west of
the city and distant about two miles. I think that about one brigade
has moved. Don’t know which way they went, but think in the direc-

tion of Kichmond depot, as I can see the road in the other direction.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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Walthall Signal Station,
Septemher 25, 1864—Op. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief iSignal Officer:

All quiet siuce tlie move meiitioned in my dispatch. The following
have been intercepted:

X 9.30 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

All quiet this a. m. Gun-hoat above pontoon.
S.,

Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

9.45 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

Twelve wagons passed Jordan’s house going toward City Point and ten on road
rear of Battery 5 going toward the front in Prince George.

J. Q. E.,

At D.
(Same to A. B.)

10.30 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of cavalry passed open space to oiir left of Cobb’s going toward
Bermuda Hundred, One regiment of cavalry drilling in open s^^ace. Nine wagons
passed open space going toward Bermuda Hundred.

J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

11.30 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of infantry came into open space rear of Battery 5, halted awhile,
and now have commenced drilling. Eleven wagons passed rear of Battery 5 going
to the front.

J. Q. E.,

AtD.
(Same to A. B.)

2.30 P. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of cavalry passed Point of Rocks going toward Bermuda Hundred.
Ten wagons passed open space going toward our front in Chesterfield. About thirty
head of cattle grazing on Gilliam’s farm.

s.

Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

IIdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 25, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A camp of the enemy heretofore visible about a mile and
a half west of Petersburg disappeared about noon to-day. A column
of about 1,000 infantry came into the city at or a little after sundown
and moved toward their intrenchments east of the city. They came
from the direction of the lead-works or vicinity. The camps behind
Cemetery Hill have visibly decreased within the i)ast two days. Late
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in the evening about 450 infantry, probably pickets, passed to tlie left

from tbe vicinity of tlie lead-works. No visible change in enemy’s
camps along tlie lines south of the city.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Circular.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher ^5, 1864—12 m.

1. Major-General Parke will at once relieve the troops of the Second
Corps garrisoning Fort Alexander Hays and the rifle-pits between Fort
Alexander Hays and Fort Davis. He will send one division of his

corps, either the First or Second Division, to the vicinity of the Avery
house to be held in reserve for the line between the plank road and the
Appomattox. His Third Division will be used in the rifle-pits between
Fort Davis and Fort Howard, and, if necessary, part of the remaining
division of the corps will be placed in them also. The remainder,
besides garrisoning Fort Alexander Hays and Fort Howard will beheld
in reserve in rear for the line between the plank road and the Weldon
railroad. The pickets of the Ninth Corps in advance of the rear line

of intrenchments will be withdrawn upon the establishment of cavalry
pickets covering the same line. General Parke will withdraw all his

troops from the rear line and all in the intrenchments west of Fort
Howard upon being relieved in the latter and at Fort Davison by Gen-
eral Warren.

2. Major-General Warren will send a garrison to 'Fort Davison and
look out for the rear line in that vicinity. He will also relieve the Ninth
Corps in the rifle-pits from his right to Fort Howard.

3. Major-General Hancock will dispose of his troops relieved by Gen-
eral Parke in the manner deemed by him best. In any emergency
requiring support he will call on the commander of the division of the
Ninth Corps in reserve near the Avery house.

4. General Gregg will extend his picket-line from Gary’s Church to

the westward and connect with the left of General Warren’s pickets
south of Gurley house. He will inform General Parke as soon as this

is done.
5. Corps commanders will see that the intrenchments of the rear line

opposite the front line held by them are kept in good order and are

completed, using the trooi)s in reserve for that purpose.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(To corps commanders and General Gregg, commanding cavalry.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25, 1864—9 a. m.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

The First and Second Divisions of my corps relieved the Tenth Corps
last night. The Tenth Corps artillery was also relieved. A special

report will be made on the subject as soon as I receive the reports of

division commanders.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25^ 1864. (Sent 11.40 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

Have yon changed your headquarters; if so, where are they now
established ?

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25^ 1864.

General Humphreys:
My headquarters are at the Deserted House.

WH^F’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

(Copy to General Williams.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock :

The signal officer on the plank road reports that at 10.30 a. m. a
body of infantry, estimated at 3,000, came out of the woods near the
advance works on the Weldon railroad, and moved westward on the
road running in that direction.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- Ge^ieral.

(Same to General Warren.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 25, 1864—8.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Conwianding Second Corps:

Information received at these headquarters renders it necessary that
the greatest vigilance should be observed by the pickets in close contact
with the enemy, and that any indications of movement on their part
should be promptly reported to these headquarters.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I desire, if possible, that the regiment of mine on guard at Cedar Level
be relieved. I have not men enough to relieve General Birney’s line

properly under any circumstances, but I should have all the men pos-
sible.

WINE’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Arma" of the Potomac,
8eiitemher 25^ 1864.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second, Army Corps:

The major-general commanding directs me to say that you will receive
orders during the day by which the length of the line you have to

defend will be diminished, and thus render unnecessary the relief of
the regiment as applied for in your telegram of this date just received.

S. F. BAESTOW,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25, 1861.

The following modifications of the order of yesterday, with reference

to the occupation of the line of iiitrenchments, will be carried into effect

to-night:

On being relieved from the line from Fort Davis to and including
Fort Alexander Hays, General Mott, commanding Third Division, will

relieve the left of the Second Division from the NTorfolk railroad (Bat-

tery 18) to Fort Morton. Colonel Smyth, commanding Second Division,

will relieve the left of the First Division from Battery 13 to Fort Sted-

man, garrisoning Forts Morton and Haskell with as many troops as
they will profitably hold, and placing about 50 men in each of Batteries

11, 12, 13, and 14. For the present the front line of rifle-pits will be
held as now. It is exj^ected, however, that more of the troops will be
shortly called into the new line between Forts Stedman and Haskell.
Brigadier-General Miles, commanding First Division, will occui)y Fort
Stedman (of which Battery 10 Avill be considered a part) and Fort McGil-
very, with as many men as they will i^rofitably hold, and will place about
100 men in the lunette, partially inclosed, known as Battery No. 0, on
the City Point railroad. The rifle-pits connecting need not be manned
by a full line of battle—one man to the yard is considered ample. The
reserves of the three divisions will be placed at such points opi)osite

these lines as division commanders may select, provided they are within
easy supporting distance. It should be understood that the safety of
the line depends upon the vigilance of the pickets and upon holding the
inclosed works. The armaments, garrisons, and commanders of these
works are to be permanent, and Avill be changed only under directions

. from headquarters of the army. As soon as the commanders are
selected and garrisons designated lists of the same Avill be sent to these
headquarters. The greatest vigilance must be exacted of those troops
on the line; with the exception of the garrisons to the redoubts, they
may be relieved at discretion of division commanders.
The light artillery of the line Avill be arranged to-night, under the

direction of the chief of artillery, as follows

:

Fort Davis, eight guns; Fort Sedgwick, eight guns; Battery 21,

four guns; Fort Eice, six guns; Battery 10, two guns; Battery 18, one
gun; Fort Morton, four guns; Battery 14, four guns; Battery 13, four

guns; Fort Haskell, six guns; Battery 11, two guns; Fort Stedman,
six guns; Battery 10, two guns; Battery 0, four guns; Fort McGilvery,
six guns; Battery No. 0, two guns.
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The field guns will not be changed or withdrawn, except under orders

through or from these headquarters, and the chief of artillery will

communicate this order to battery commanders.
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
8epteml)er 25., 1864.

Capt. J. N. Craig,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.j Artillery Hdqrs., Army of the Potomac:

Captain: I have the honor to report no change in the enemy’s lines

in my front observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours. In
compliance with orders, all the available batteries of this brigade were
placed in position during last night, relieving batteries of the Tenth
Corps as follows: Ames’ (G), First New York, relieved Dow’s in Fort
Morton

;
Sleeper’s, Tenth Massachusetts, relieved Follett’s in Battery

14; Edgell’s, First New Hampshire, relieved Sawyer in Battery 13;

Beck’s (C and I), Fifth United States, relieved Langdon’s in Fort Has-
kell; Eicketts’ (F), First Pennsylvania, relieved Clinton’s in Batteries

10 and 11; Brown’s (B), First Khode Island, relieved Warren’s in Fort
Stedman; McKnight’s, Twelfth New York, relieved Eiggs’ in Batteries
G and 8; Eoder’s (K), Fourth United States, relieved Lee’s in Fort Mc;
Gilvery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. M. EDGELL,

Cap ta i Commanding

.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
iSeptemher 25, 1864.

Captain Edgell,
Commanding Artillery Brigade:

Captain: The major general commanding the corps directs me to

inform you that Woerner’s battery has been removed from Fort Alex-
ander Hays and that it had better be put in No. G.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. H. BINGHAM,
Captain and Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Capt. Christian Woerner,
Commanding Third Neie Jersey Battery:

Captain : The captain commanding directs me to inform you that if

you have been removed from Fort Hays he desires you to at once move
your battery to the Avery house, halt it, and re])ort in person at these
headquarters. The orderly will guide you to both ifiaces.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
U. D. EDDY,

Aeting Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral.
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Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 25^ 1864.

Ciipt. H. H. Bingham,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Army Corps:

Captain : I have tlie honor to report that Forts McGilvery and
Stedinan are not completed, and request that an engineer officer may
be detailed to superintend their completion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,

Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. N. A. Miles,
Commanding First Division, Second Army Corps

:

General: The major-general commanding directs that you will at
dark or night-ffill relieve the pickets and vedettes of the Tenth Corps
now in your front. Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, Eighty-first Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, commanding First Brigade, First Division, has been
ordered to report as corps officer of the day September 25.

I have the honor to be, general, very resiiectfully, your obedient
servant,

H. H. BINGHAM,
Captain and. Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Col. T. A. Smyth, Second Division.)

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25, 1864,

Col. J. C. Lynch,
Commanding First Brigade:

Colonel : The brigadier-general commanding directs that at dark
or night fall you will relieve all the pickets and vedettes of the Tenth
Corps in front of your brigade. He also directs that you send out
pickets at night in those places where the Tenth Corps were accus-

tomed to do the same, namely, such places as cannot be picketed during
the day, but are sent out at night to return in the morning.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. E. DEIVEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Colonels McGee and Glenny.)

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
Septemher 25., 1864.

Col. J. C. Lynch,
Commanding First Brigade:

Colonel. The brigadier-general commanding directs you to be cer-

tain that the line to your right and rear is well watched and picketed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. E. DEIVEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 25^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. William Glenny.
Commanding Fourth Brigade

:

Colonel: Tlie brigadier-general commanding directs me to say that
your brigade will be relieved to-night by part of the Second Division of

this corps, and that upon being so relieved you will move your command
to the rear of the First: Brigade. You will relieve the pickets of the
Tenth Corps as directed in communication of this p. m. The pickets
thus posted by you will be relieved by the Second Division after it has
taken your present position, and you are requested to inform the
officer relieving you of their position and number.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. E. DEIVEK,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 25^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. Jaj^ies E. McGee,
Commanding Consolidated Brigade:

Colonel: I am directed by the brigadier-general commanding to

say that your brigade will be relieved in its present position by the
Fourth Brigade of this division. He directs that upon being relieved

you will move to the rear of the First Brigade. A staff officer from
these headquarters will show the position.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. E. DEIVEE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 2d Army Corps,
Eo. 69. 5 September 25^ 1864.

The undersigned resumes command of the division.

JOHN GIBBOE,
Major-General of Volunteers^ Commanding Division.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 2d Army Corps,
No. 132. ) September 25, 1864.#**#«:**

2. Brig. Gen. T. W. Egan, U. S. Volunteers, having reported in

accordance with Special Orders, Eo. 244, headquarters Second Army
Corps, is hereby assigned to the command of the First Brigade.
By order of Major-General Gibbon, commanding division:

A. HENEY EMBLEE,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Bvt. Maj. Gen. G. Mott,
Commanding Third Division

:

General: The commanding general directs that when the troops ot

General Parke’s command relieve your line, as specified in the inclosed
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circular* from headquarters Army of the Potomac, you will mass or

dispose of your troops in the woods in rear of Greneral Miles’ old head-
quarters until you receive orders as to their final disposition.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
[H. H. BINGHAM,]

Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Brigadier-General Pierce,
Commandmg Brigade

:

General : Tlie brevet major-general commanding directs that when
the troops of General Parke relieve your line, as specified in the
inclosed circular* from headquarters Army of the Potomac, you wib
mass or dispose of your troops in the woods in the rear of General
Miles’ old headquarters until you receive orders as to their final dis-

position. Lieutenant Lockwood, aide-de-camp, will designate the place
for your brigade.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. H. LOCKWOOD,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 25j 1864.

Col. Eobert McAllister,
Commanding Third Brigade:

Colonel: The major-general commanding the division directs that,

as soon as relieved by the Ninth Corps, you will move your command
to the left of the Second Division, to relieve Colonel Smyth’s line from
the Norfolk railroad to Fort Morton, connecting with General De Tro-
briand at the Norfolk railroad. You will report to these headquarters
when relieved and when your movement is completed. It is not deemed
necessary to put your command in line of battle, but place it in single

rank a little apart. The order to furnish a detail of 400 men to-morrow
morning from your command is revoked, as General Pierce will furnish

the same.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. P. FINKELMEIER,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing of importance transpired in

my front yesterday or during the night. The One hundred and ninety-

eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Sickel, reported last night,

See p. 1014.
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aud is assigned to General Griffin. One hundred and twenty-seven
recruits arrived yesterday—eighty-one for Twentieth Maine and forty-

six for the Thirty-second Massachusetts.
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General,

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 239. i September 25, 1864,

I. Brigadier-General Baxter will send a regiment about 200 strong
to garrison Fort Davison, at the Gurley house.

II. Brigadier-General Ayres will extend his division along the breast-

works to the right as far as he can, relieving the troops of the Ninth
Corps.

III. Colonel Wainwright, chief of artillery, will put a battery in Bat-
tery No. 20, between Fort Wadsworth and Fort Howard.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 25^ 1864,

Brigadier-General Ayres,
Commanding Second Division:

General: The major-general commanding has directed General
Crawford to occupy the breast-works to your right. You will, there-

fore, not be required to move your troops.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

Circular.] Headquarters Second Division, Fifth Corps,
September 25, 1864,

Brigade commanders will hold their commands in readiness to move
at a moment’s notice.

By command of Brigadier-General Ayres

:

C. E. LA MOTTE,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 25, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

. Nothing unusual occurred on any iiortion of my line during the past
twenty-four hours,

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General,
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 25^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys ;

Circular of this date received at 2.30 p. m.* The troops are now mov-
ing to take up the position indicated. The Jones house being more
central than my present position 1 propose moving my headquarters
there to-morrow morning, unless I hear from you to the contrary.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have the honor to report that the Second Division, General Potter,

is now posted in the wood near Norfolk railroad, with right resting near
the railroad. General PottePs headquarters are near the Avery house.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General,

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Septeynher 25, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys:
I have the honor to report that the Third Division now occupy the

line of infantry parapet from Fort Howard to Fort Davis and have
relieved the picket-line of the Second Corps. The line in front of Fort
Howard to Fort Alexander Hays will be relieved at 7 a. m. on the 26th.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 25, 1864—6 p. m.

Major-General Warren:
1 ordered Ferrero to move his brigade at the Gurley House over to

the front line, and I see it is now on its way. Not hearing from you
about the garrison, I fear he may have moved without waiting for it.

The brigade commanders may have been notified by the commandant
of the garrison.

JNO. G. PARKE,
' Major-General,

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 25, 1864—6.40 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:'

I have the honor to state in reply to your telegram of 6 j). m., that

the Ninety-fourth New York Volunteers, Major McMahon, is now at

Fort Davison. This regiment is assigned as the garrison of the fort.

General Warren being absent, I send this.

Respectfully,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

TAentenant- Colonel, Assistant Adjutant- General,

See p. 1014.
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 25^ 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General : I have the honor to report the following dispositions to

complete the cavalry picket-line from Davenport Church to James
River: One regiment (300 men) of the Second Division is posted near
McCann’s, on the Norfolk railroad, picketing from Davenport Church
to the Two Bridges; on the Lee’s Mill and Prince George Court-House
road, one regiment of General Kautz’s is posted at Sinai Church,
connecting with the Second Division at Two Bridges; one regiment
at Green’s, covering the road leading from Prince George Court-House
to Sycamore Church, with one regiment on the telegraph road near
Merchant Hope Church. The line from the James River across the
Weldon railroad to General Warren’s left is thus completed. Of the
Second Division four regiments are on picket and six regiments and
one battalion and one company ready for instant duty.

I am, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General, Commanding,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 25, 1864—1 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac:

The commanding general directs that you extend your cavalry pickets
westward from Gary’s Church, so as to cover the line picketed by the
Ninth Corps and connect with the left of Warren’s picket-line south of
the Gurley house. As soon as this is done inform General Parke, so

that he may withdraw his pickets.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies,
Commanding First Brigade, Second Division:

General: The general commanding directs that you at once estab-

lish a picket-line, connecting with the left of General Warren’s line,

south of Gurley house, and connecting with the right ot the line of the
Second Brigade at a point to be indicated by Major Taylor. This point
is Richardson’s house. The roads in front of the infantry will be cov-
ered. Five hundred men should establish the line to be maintained by
your brigade. Report the establishment of your line as soon as it is

made to these headquarters. Pickets will be maintained west of the
Weldon railroad on the roads in front of the infantry as now posted.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
September 25. 1864.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Division, Cavalry Corps:

Major McCabe, commanding pickets, sends the following:

At 2 a. m. there was an attack made on the pickets on the Lee’s Mill road by a dis-

mounted party numbering twelve men, who came from the rear. I had two men
wounded and lost one horse. Since then all has been quiet.

At daylight I sent a party of the First Maine Cavalry along the line

of the Thirteenth Pennsylvania, with directions to make a thorough
search for the party above mentioned. Have not yet heard from it.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. SMITH,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
September 25, 1864,

Col. C. H. Smith,
Commanding Second Brigade, Second, Division

:

Colonel: The general commanding directs that you re-establish

your picket-line, as it was two weeks ago, between the plank road and a
point which will be designated by Major Taylor, as that at which con-
nection will be made with the left of the line of the First Brigade. If

the line from General Kautz’s right to the point at which you Avill con-

nect with the First Brigade can be established with 800 men do not
employ more. Beport to these headquarters the establishment of your
new line.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 25, 1864—11 a. m.

Surgeon-General Barnes,
Washington, D. C.

:

The Atlantic and Baltic steamers, being sea-going steamers, are
needed for the public service between now and the lOtli of October,
which service is approved by the lieutenant-general. I am unwilling
to take the boats without consulting your department. Please have
them temporarily turned over to my quartermaster.

BEm. F. BUTLER.

General Orders, ) Hdc^rs. Department of Ya. and N. C.,

No. 112. i In the Field, September 25, 1864,

Maj. George S. Dodge, liaviug been assigned by the War Department
for duty as chief quartermaster of the Army of the James, with the rank
of colonel, is liereby announced as such.
By command of Major-General Butler:

R. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.
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City Point, September 25, 1864,

Lieutenant Davenport,
General ButleSs Staff:

Agent left Rieliniond yesterday at 3 ]). in. Plaiiy’s second figlit was
known in Ricliinond about noon, and was spoken of at the Hpotswood
House as a defeat. Two regiments of infantry from Petersburg and one

of the city battalions Avere sent yesterday to Lynchburg. Eight more
guns AA’cre also sent down to be put in ])osition at Chathn’s farm,

and AAdien the heavy tiring of the salute here yesterday morning av as

heard in Pichmond, another of the city battalions Avas formed and sent

doAvn to Chaffiifs farm. Hampton’s cavalry still reported on Kew
IMarket Hill. Please telegraph me if you hear of any changes on your
front, and whether you have anything confirming the reports received

by me about Hampton’s cavalry AATthin the last tAvo or three days.
shakpe',

Colonel.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 25, 1864.

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel,
Aeting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at James River tower reports situation

unchanged from yesterday. Work is continued day and night on the
rebel earth-works. One of our gun-boats near flonc's’ Landing shelled

a clump of Avoods in rear of Aiken’s, but no cause could be discovered
from the toAvei*. The officer at Spring Hill reports all quiet along the
enemy’s lines to day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM, *

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C.,

> Army of the James,
No. 204. ) In the Field, Va., September 25, 1864.*******

IV. Brig. Gen. G. F. Shepley, commanding District of Eastern Vir-
ginia, AAull direct Com])any M, Thirteenth NeA\^ York Artillery, to report
Avithout delay to Brigadier-General Graham, commanding Naval Bri-

gade, near Point of Rocks, Va.
V. Maj. V. R. Hassh*r, Thirteenth NeAv York Artillery, Avill report to

Brigadier-(Jeneral Graham, commanding Naval Brigade, to perform the
duties of inspector-general and engineer officer.*******

IX. Colonel Potter, commanding Provisional Brigade, aauII cause the
Two hundredth aiid Tavo hundred and hfth Pennsylvania Regiments to

be prei)ared, AAuth ten days’ rations (one day’s at least of Avhich should
be cooked), to' march early to-morroAV morning, and rejan't to the ollicer

in command of the troops near Old Court-House, part of General

05 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Heckman’s division. Tliey will take with them their transportation
and other quartermaster’s supplies. The senior officer of the two regi-

ments will be put in command.#*#*#**
By command of Major-General Butler:

B. S. DAVIS,
Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Dutch Gap, Va., Septemher 25^ 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot,
Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel: I have tlie honor to report that the enemy commenced
firing this morning, dropping shells, mostly on this side of the canal,

opposite the mortar batteries. The moment our guns opened, their

fire was attracted to the immediate vicinity of our guns. But few
shots have fallen directly into the canal to-day. The rebels began
sliarpshooting this a. m. at a point far below the excavation, but were
soon silenced with canister and shell. This afternoon, I understand,
they killed one man and wounded another at the north end of'the ditch.

Shall shell the bank to-morrow, using the patent shell, and try to bring
them to terms. Forgot to report that the enemy opened with an 8-inch

mortar yesterday, having previously used nothing but Coehorns. Am
told they have placed aimther 8-incli in position this p. m. During my
absence Major Ludlow fired two shots from the mortars, of which we
have yet received no account*, have waited anxiously.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIEKCE,

Captain., First Connecticut Artillery.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 13(). I Before Petersburg, Va., September 25, 1864.

1. The battalion of the Forty-fifth U. S. Colored Trooi)S now belong-
ing to this cor])s is assigned to the First Brigade, Third Division, and
will report at once to Brig. Gen. William Birney, commanding.

* * # * - * * *

8. The chief of artillery will mass his batteries at some point con-

venient to the depot and out of sight of the enemy. He will use every
exertion to thoroughly equip the batteries for the coming campaign.
Every attention will be paid to battery drill and instruction of the men
and officers. \#***##*
By command of Major-General Birney:

ED. W. SMITH,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 31. ) Before Petersburg, Va., September 25, 1864.

The Tliirty-seventh New Jersey Volunteers, on the 20th instant, will

leave for Trenton, N. J., reporting to the superintendent of recruiting

service of that State, to be mustered out of service at the expiration
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of its enlistment. The major-general eoinmandiiig cannot part with
this regiment of lOO-days’ men witliont expressing his gratification and
satisfaction with their conduct. Tliey have endured fatigue, encoun-
tered the rebel foe like good soldiers, and have gained the esteem of

the veterans of this corps. He is confident that when they return to

New Jersey, a State that has furnished such soldiers as Kearny, Mott,

Torbert, they will continue to sustain the veterans they have left at the

front, doing what Sherman advised, fighting this out like meu.” The
major-general commanding will be pleased to assist the commanding
officer of this regiment in reorganizing it to aid in the finale ot the

rebellion in conjunction with this corps. The quartermaster’s depart-

ment will furnish transportation.

By command of Maj. Gen. I). B. Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

A ssistan t A djutant- Gen eral.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. —

. j
In the Field., Deep Bottom., Va., September 25, 1864.

Brig. Gen. B. S. Foster, commanding Second Division, Tenth Ariny
Cor])s, will leave the Two hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers
in the fortifications at Deep Bottom, and will direcd the commanding
officer of that regiment to report at once to Brig. Gen. O. J. Paine,
commanding Third Division, Eighteenth Army Cori)s, for instructions.

By command of Major-General Birney:
E. L. FORD,

Captain, Aide-de-Camp and Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eioiiteentii Arma^ Corps,
Beptemher 25, 1864.

(hiptaiu Clum,
Chk‘f tSignal Offieer

:

Lieutenant Amsden reports the situation unchanged from yesterday.
Work is continued day and night on the rebel earth-works. One of
our gun-boats near Jones’ Landing shelled a clumi) of woods in rear of
Aiken’s, but no cause could be discovered from the tower.

S. B. PARTRIDGE,
Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

Headquarters Third Division, Eighteenth Corps,
September 25, 1864.

Maj. R. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept, of Va. and N. C.:

Ma.ior: 1 have th(‘. honor to rejmrt the enemy are reported by a
deserter to be tlirowing u)) breast-works along their ])icket-lin(‘. near
jind beyond the Aiken Inmse. Th(‘ deserter supposed them intended to

be made strong fora main line, not fora picket-line. The ground is en-

tirely out of sight fiom any ])oint within these lines. The Ma(*kinaw has
been throwing shells from a point just above the first bend of the river
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above here, supposed to be at this working party. Officers in a look-

out during the shelling judged the point shelled to be about a mile and
a half from our pickets.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. J. PAINE,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Kautz\s Cavalry Division,
In the Field, Va., Septemher 25, 1864.

Capt. M. J. Asch,
Acting Asshtant Adjutant- General:

Sir: In accordance to the orders of the commanding general, I pro-

ceeded in person this afternoon to establish my picket-line on the new
line directed, viz, from the stage road, via telegraph road to Coggins’
Point, &c., and tind that from the stage road to James Eiver near
Coggins’ Point there is a direct road. The distance allotted to me is

seven miles, while Colonel West’s line, with double my strength, is

three miles, as thus; Colonel West pickets from Blackwater River via
Mount Sinai Church to tlie stage road, which is but three miles, witli two
regiments. I am ordered to picket from stage road to Coggins’ Point
with one regiment and seventy-two men of another, seven miles dis-

tance, as thus: From stage road to Bland’s house, two miles; from
Bland’s to Mount [Merchant] Hope Church, four miles; from Mount
[Merchant] Hope Church to nearest point on the Janies (Coggins’
Point), one mile; total, seven miles. The road is nearly straight and
easy to picket. Now, if 1 may suggest, I will say Bland’s house is a
fair division of the line, and from it to James River I could be proin])tly

res})onsible for security; but if, as directed, I must take the whole
seven miles, it will be too much for my strength.

Trusting that my remarks may be received by the commanding gen-
eral ill the s])irit I intend them, which is at all times for the good of the
service and the welfare of the division,

I remain, with high respect, your obedient servant,
SAME. P. SPEAR,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Headc^uarters Army of the Potomac,
September 26, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The changes in the disposition of the troops, as reported in my dis-

patch yesterday, were made last night. Particular vigilance has been
enjoined on the pickets and signal officers to detect any mov'cments of

the enemy. The accompanying reports, received this morning, are
sent for your information.

Ninth Army Corps.
IMaJor-Gcneral Humphreys :

The signal ofliocr reports a force of the enemy, about two regiments, north-north-
west from the Aiken house, struck camp this a. ni.; marcliecl out of camp, and have
again returned, standing in company streets, under arms.

JNO. G. I’ARKE,
Major-General.
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IIeadquakteks Ae.my of the Potomac.

^fajor-Goneral Humphreys:
My lookout on station near the Gibhon house reports that column of infantry,

moving to the left, was twenty minutes passing a point southwest from this station

jiml beyond the city. They crossed open space to right of left .steeple.’’ This open
.space is about one mile beyond Petersburg and south of west from the body of the
city.

B. F. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSeptemher 1864—3.45 p. m.

Lieuteiiant-GeBeral Grant :

The following dispatches from signal officers are respectfully com-
municated to yon for your information:

Headquarter.s Second Corps.
General Williams.

Assistant Adjiitani-General

:

The following dispatch just received from signal officer:

“Headquarters Second Corps—10 a. m.

“General Hancock:
“The signal station near the Friend house reports a column of enemy’s infantry

passing a point southwest from station going toward our left; was twenty minutes
in passing the iioiut.

“ TAYLOR,
“ Captain.

“P. S.—About 200 more infantry passed since the above.
“TAYLOR.”

HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Signal Department.
Major-General Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

General; A camp heretofore visible southwest of Cemetery Hill and about half
a mile distant from said hill has disappeared. A new camp was pitched about noon
to-day near the Richmond pike and about one mile and a half from Pocahontas; it

would be about large enough for two regiments. While U])on the station near the
Gibbon house 1 saw the glistening of muskets through the foliage along the Rich-
mond i^ike. The troops carrying the arms were moving toward Petersburg. The
strength of the (jolumn 1 cannot approximate, as 1 only saw tln^ latter part of it, but
1 do not think it was larg(i or marched far, as 1 could not detect any stragglers. 1

give it for what it is worth.
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Septcmhcr A6^ 1864. (Ivcccivcd 9.55 p. m.)

Major-General Meade,
Headquarters Army of the Potomac

:

The lieutenant-general commanding wishes you would so arrange it

that the battalion of P^irst New York Volunteer Engineers lately serv-
ing with Tenth Corps may l)e s])ar(‘d from Petersburg and directed to

rejiort to General Butler.

C. B. COMSTOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide- de- Camp.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
/Se2)tember 26^ 1864—10.15 p. m.

LieiitenaTit-ColoTTel Comstock,
City Point :

The battalion of the First New York Yoliinteer Engineers came with
the Tenth Corps and 1 presumed went with it when relieved. I iind,

liowever, upon inquiry that two companies remained with Captain Gil-

lespie; by whose authority detained I don’t know. I have ordered
them to be at once sent to General Butler.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Proyost-Marshal-General,

September 26., 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: A deserter from the Fifth Alabama Battalion, provost
guard of A. P. Hill’s corps, came into the lines of Major-General War-
ren, west side of the Weldon railroad, early this a. m. He left his

battalion last evening about half a mile above the Canal Basin, near
the canal. This is the camp where conscripts are received for A. P.

Hill’s corps. Informant states that conscripts are arriving in small
numbers; some days as many as fifteen or twenty and many days none
at all. Those sent to the other corps are not received at this place;

no signs of a move when informant left; no re-enforcements received
of late. Conscript deserter from the Forty-eighth Georgia Eegiment,
Wright’s brigade, came into the lines of the Ninth Army Corps this

morning; has been with the army only a week; can give no informa-
tion other than that no movements are going on in his division,

Mahone’s.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Plank Eoad Station,
September 26., 1864—before sunrise.

Major Fisher:
The enemy’s line and camps in our immediate front apparently un-

changed, although dimly seen on account of fog. The roads on the
left not yet visible.

H. W. FULTON,
Seryeant.

Friend’s House, September 26, 1864—11.45 a. m.
Major Fisher:
A large cam]) southwest of Cemetery Hill disai)peared last night or

this morning. About 250 infantry just passed thiougli the city moviug
to our left.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
tSeptemher 26^ 1864.

M ajor-Geiieral Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The lookout at the plank road station reports

:

No indication.s of movements or change within any part of the enemyts lines visi-

ble from this point. Working parties are hnsy on works left of large fort west of
the Weldon railroad, also in the vicinity of lead-works. A party is working on
the plain in rear of Gregory’s Chimneys. This party is within range of our batteries.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISH Eli,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Signal Station near Friend’s House,
Septemher 26^ 1864—5.30 p. m.

Major Fisher:
Nothing unusual since last report except appearance of small camp

northwest of us near Petersburg and liichrnond pike.

JOPDAN,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 26., 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

At 3 p. m. a cloud of dust was observed rising near the fort southwest
of this town. On close examination it was thought that we could see
guns glisten and that a column of troops was moving in the direction
of the city. If it was troops they were two hours passing one point.
Owing to the smoky condition of the atmosphere it was impossible to

ascertain i)ositively, but it was the impression that it was infantry.
The following has been intercepted:

12 M.
Colonel B[rent] :

The camps to the rear of open space have decreased. Tweuty-five wagons passed
open space going to the front in Chesterlield. One gun-hoat above pontoon.

J. A. S.,

At C.
(SameTo A. B.)

5.30 r. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of infantry is drilling on Marias [Maurice] Gilliam’s farm. Two com-
panies of cavalry Just ])assed o])en space going to our lel't. About sixty horses
])assed o])en space g(ung to our left. Eight wagons ])assed open space going to
our left of Cobb’s. One gun-boat above pontoon.

,1. A. S.,

At C.
(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.
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Special Orders,
(
Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

No. 259. )
Septemher W64.*******

2. Brig. Gen. T. W. Egan, Volnnteer service, is assigned to dnty
witli the Second Army Corps, and will report to Major-General Han-
cock, commanding that corps, for further instructions.

* * * * * *^ *

10. Lieut. Col. J. S. Smith, chief commissary Second Army Corps,
will in addition to his present duties discharge the duties of chief com-
missary of this army during the temporary absence of Lieut. Col. T.

Wilson.
11. As the branch railroad from Cedar Level to the YYeldon rail-

road is now completed and open for travel, it will be taken charge of
by the provost-marshal-general of this army under the rules and regu-
lations heretofore existing in like cases. Cori)s and other independent
commanders are authorized to grant passes to officers and enlisted men
of their command to visit City Point or other places on the road on
necessary business, or when in their judgment permission may prop-
erly be grantetl, but no officer or enlisted man will be allowed to travel
on the road without such pass. The provost-imirshal-general will see

that all persons visiting City Point without due authority are arrested.*******
Bv command ot' Major-General Yleade:

S. WILLIAYIS,
Assistant A djutant- Gen eral.

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
Camp at City Point, Pc., Septemher 26, 1864.

Capt. E. P. Deacon,
A ctiny Assista nt A djn tant- Genera I :

The commanding general directs me to refer the inclosed communi-
cations to you, Avhich are to be returned, for a report of the reasons
u])on which you informed him, while on a visit to your camp on Satur-
day afternoon, that ‘^our cavalry, for the last two or three nights, had
come in to within one mile and a half of our (the infantry’s) front

on Bailey’s Creek, because the rebels were too strong for them at the
post of Sycamore Church.” As General Benham had deemed it his duty
to report this and seek the earliest information at General Grant’s
headquarters, as nearest at hand, to enable him to act promptly if any
emergency existed, the inclosed letters in relation to the matter have
been received by him which it is necessary that he should reply to

promptly.
Very resi)ectfull3q your obedient servant,

CHANNING CLAPP,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[First indorsement.]

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Diy., ISth Army Corps,
In the Field, Ya., Septemher 26, 1864.

Res])ectfully referred to Cai)tain Hicks, One hundred and forty-

eighth New York \5)lnnteers,' commanding infantry outi)ost, from
whom theinfoiination was derived whi(9i I communicated to Brigadier-
General Benliam.

K. P. DEACON,
Captain and Aetiny Assista)it Adjutant-General.
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[Second indorsement.]

Camp of 148th New York Volunteers,
Near City Point, Va., September 2(j, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
1 have the honor to report that on the morning of tlie 23d instant,

v’hile on duty at the outpost of infantry picket, I met a captain belong-

ing to the First District of Columbia Cavalry. 1 asked him how far

out were the cavalry pickets. He replied about one mile and a half I

remarked that I had understood they were out farther than that. He
replied that they had been out about six miles, at {Sycamore Church,
but that linding the enemy in too great force they had deemed it

l)rudeut to fall back and had done so. This 1 reported to Captain
Deacon. Do not know the name of the captain who gave me the
intbrmation.

MARTIN S. HICKS,
Captain Company 7, 148th Neiv Yorh Volunteers.

[Third indorsement.]

IlDQRS. Second Brio., Second Div., 18th Army Corps,
In the Field, Fu., September 26, 1864.

Shortly after receiving the aforesaid information from Captain Hicks,
One hundred and forty-eighth New York Volunteers, Colonel Ripley
being absent at the time, I deemed the information sufficiently impor-
tant to ac(iuaint General Benham of the facts in connection with it and
who happened to be oii the spot at the time.

E. P. DEACON,
Captain and Aeting Assistant Adjutant-Ceneral.

[Fonrili indorsement.]

Headquarters Engineer Brigade,
City Point, September 27\ 1864.

Respectfully returned to Major-General Huinxihreys, with referenci'

to the indorsements on my letter to Captain Deacon, which seem to

contain all the information to be obtained on the subject.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

[Inelosnrc.]

Headquarters Second Brigade, Katttz’s Division,
September 25, 1864.

Capt. M. J. Ascii,
Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: Everything has been ])articdilarly quiet on my line during the
night. I sent out a reconnoitring ])ad ty to ascertain the correctness
of the reiiort ‘‘ of xnckets being driven in on my left,” and find not the
least foundation for such.

Very respectfully, your oliedient servant,

S. P. SPEAR,
Colonel. Commanding Second Brigade, Kautz''s Division.
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[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Septemher 25^ 1864—7 a. m.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Humphreys for his informa-
tion.

The infantry commander at Old Court-House must have taken the
statements of some of the First District of Columbia Cavalry without
communicating with the officers in charge of that portion of the line.

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier- 0eneral.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
tSe'ptemher 25^ 1864.

Respectfully returned.
The statement made through General Benham was not that the

pickets had been driven in, but that they had come in, saying the enemy
was too strong for them—that is, they liad deserted their posts. The
commanding general invites your attention to this point, into which a
strict investigation should be made.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[Third indorsement.]

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 25^ 1864.

Resiiectfully referred to Colonel Spear for investigation and report.

By command of Brigadier-General Kautz

:

M. J. ASCII,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Fourth indorsement.]

Headquarters Second Brigade, Kautz’s Division,
September 25 ^

1864.

Respectfully returned with report as ordered.
S. P. SPEAR,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

[Sub inclosure.]

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Kautz’s Cavalry Division,
Jn the Field, Va., September 25, 1864.

Capt. M. J. Asch,
Aeting Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir : I have the honor to return the inclosed communication with the

following report, viz: At 9.30 p. m. last evening I received a disxiatch

‘‘by command of General Kautz” and signed by you, stating that “ our

jnckets had fallen back upon the infantry suiiports from Old Court-

House,” Ac. Ux)on the receipt of this, I immediately sent for my
brigade officer of the day, ami directed him “to proceed in person at

once and ascertain facts and report” the same to me. 1 also ordered
an ohicer and lifty men “to reconnoiter my left” and to re])ort at the

earliest possible moment “ the state of that portion of my line.” Fear-

ing there should be vsome mistake, I ordered 1113^ own horse saddled and
in jierson visited my line. I found not the least foundation for such
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report. I found tlie pickets posted exactly where they were ordered,

and 1 found not one had fallen back upon the infantry supports. 1

found everything' particularly cpiiet. My brigade oRicer of the day
returned and rei)orted

:

All is right, sir
;
every sentinel is -where I -vvas directed to post him hy your orders

;

none have fallen hack, nor has there heen the least cause for such report.

The officer in command of the reconnaissance of fifty men also

returned and reported :

I have obeyed your orders; I have been fo your extreme left and all is very quiet;
no pickets have fallen back or have had cause for the least alarm.

My orders to my officers on that ])ortion of the line intrusted to my
charge are such as to furnish me with the first indications of any
irregularity or the approach of the enemy at once,” and upon the re(‘ep-

tion of such report to furnish facts as soon as they can be ascertained

to my commanding general. Thisconrse 1 have always pursued to the
entire satisfaction of all my superiors.

I am, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL P. SPEAK,

Colonel Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry^ Commanding Brigade.

[First iudorsement.]

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
Beptemher ^6, 1864.

Kespectfully referred to Major-General Humphreys, chief of staff.

Army of the Potomac, for his information.
AUGUST V. KAUTZ,

Brigadier- Genera 1.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Beptemher 36, 1864.

Kespectfully referred to Brigadier-General Benham, who will investi-

gate tlie matter as reported in his command and endeavor to ascertain
the names of tlie parties belonging to the cavalry that came into his

command and made the reports referred to. He will also report to

what persons in his command the statements of the cavalrymen were
made.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Btaff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Bepiember 36, 1864.

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Engineer Brigade, City Point:

General: I have received your communication of the 25th instant,

in r('])ly to mine of same date,* and am instructed to say tliat as the
major-general commanding lias received no official communication from
the lieutenant general commanding the armies in the field idacing you
immediately under his orders or withdrawing you from this army, tliat

your communications to him mentioned in your letter were irregular.

Neither found.



1036 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LTV.

niiiiecessary, and slioidd not have been made. That the (experi-

ence of this army shows that the authority to use any part of a dis-

mantled house or building- for the personal convenience of the troo])s is

ecpiivalent to auth(n‘izing' the wholesale destruction of every unoccupied
building, and such authority will not therefore be given, nor will the
a])i)r(Tpriation to personal use of any furniture, whatever its condition,

be allowed.
A. A. HUMPimEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff'.

ITeadqitarters Engineer Brigade,
Citi/ Pointy Eu., Septemher 2(i. JS64.

AlaJ. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Stajf'^ Armu of the Potomac :

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge your note of this date, in which
you inform me that the commanding general considers that the com-
mnnications with Lieutenant General Grant, which 1 have reported in

my letter of yesterday, “ were irregular, unnecessary, and should not
have been made.’’ I beg you to assure the commanding general that I re-

gret this extremely, ami to assure him that nothing was farther from my
intentions than to clo anything irregular or improper, or that he would
disapprove. And perhaps I was led into the mistake by the fact that
in each of these two instances, occurring recently with General Meade,
he has alluded to the direct orders that had been given me by General
(Ti ant, and my, of course, dire(‘t communication with him at times, but
not in any terms at all of disapproval, as I understood him, especially

as I mentioned to him tlie direct orders sent me (as by Major Barstow
of June 18, 12.30 p. m.), to ‘Geport your (my) presence at City Point to

Lieutenant-General Grant,” Avliich I did on my arrival, and as I su])-

posed was General Meade’s intention that General Grant might be able
to give me orders direct when necessary. I even thought (luring the
conversation of expflaining this] to General Meade in hopes that I

might not be misunderstood in future on account of any such direct

communication, but his manner did not lead me to think this (muld be
necessaiy. The report about the building, &c., 1 made to General Grant,
sup])osing there might be some general rules for all the armies here in

suck matters, which 1 could learn more speedily there. I would mention
other cases liere in Avhichl have had this direct communication, which
1 still will trust that General Meade will approve, as they Avere to me
indispensable to safety here in my ])resent (luties.

Upon my finding I could not obtain any mounted men to picket in

advance of my infantry over Bailey’s Creek, for which you will recollect

I applied to you, and Avhen Colonel Gates notified me that by General
Patrick’s order he must withdraAV his mounted men from that position,

he suggested an application to General Grant (as he said he had some-
times asked) for some of the Fifth Begular Cavalry. I accordingly
made the ap]dication. I deemed mounted men in my front to be indis-

pensable. General Grant’s reply, as reported to me, was that I did not

m^ed them, as Kautz’s caAmlry Avas Avell in front (as I understood the
message, some live miles), and near Sycamore Church, of Avliich i

informed ColomJ Bijdiy, the commandant of the brigade I had at
Bailey’s Creek. Again, on Saturday evening, AAdimi ( ’olonel Biphy’s
acting assistant adjutant-goneral rei)orted to me on my Ausit to his

camp that our cavalry in fiont had come back to Avithin a mile and a
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half of our Hues for the last two or three nights, because the rebels were
too strong for them near tlie post of Sycamore Oliurch,’’ I felt it a duty
at once to commuuicate the information to General Grant as nearest,

and ask for such information as he could give me on this subject, as

much more speedily attainable for an emergency than it could be from
your head(]uarters; and, with the exception of my calling upon General
Grant in relation to the new intrenched lines here (as I was specially

directed to do by General Meade), I can think of no other communi-
cation of the kind, excei)t an impiiry, when some hundreds of suri)lus

recruits had arrived for the Fiftieth Eegiment, that 1 made of him as to

whether there was any power short of Washington or the Governor of
N"ew York that conld transfer these suri)lus men, as they desired to be,

to the Fifteenth aShw YMrk Engineers, and his reply* Avas that it would
require the final action, as he thought, of the Governor of the State of
New Y^ork, but that he would give su(*h an order personally. It may
be proper to mention to you that a letter, in which certain promotions
of officers of this brigade Avere recommended to the Governor of the
State of New York, Avas addressed direct to General Meade, as 1 pre-

sumed he Avould deem most proper, as an extra official communication,
and not of the kind reciuired by the regulations to be addressed to

yourself or to General Williams.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. BENIIAM,
Brigadier- General^ Com manding.

September 27, 1864—9.30 a. m.

P. S.—Your letter with inclosure in relation to the tailing back of

our cavalry has been referred to Gaptain Deacon, acting assistant
adjutant-general of Colonel Eipley, Avith directions to state the grounds
for such report to me, but it has not yet been returned to me.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
ISeptembcr 26^ 1861,

General S. Williams:
My line Avas changed last night as indicated in the order, a copy of

Avhich Avas furnished by General Humphreys last night. No other
changes have occurred. General Gibbon assumed command of his

division yesterday. I Avill probably furnish a list of the garrisons and
commanders for the inclosed Avorks to-day.

AVINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potoaiac,
iSeptemher 26j 1861—11 a. m.

Major-General Hancock:
The commanding general desires that you Avill report by telegraj)!!,

as soon as practicable, Avhat dismounted cavalry is serving Avitli your
command, the strength present for duty in each organization of sn(*h

troops, and how eacli organization is armed and ecpiipped, the object
of the inquiry being to ascertain Avhat number of horses and Avhat
eipiipments Avill be required to mount the dismounted cavalry.

8. WILLIAMS,
Aasistant A djutant- General,

(Same to Generals Warren and Parke.)
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
tScjHember 26^ 1864. (Received 12.10 x>. m.)

Brigadier-General Williams :

There is no dismounted cavalry in this command.
WINFD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Corps,
September 26^ 1864—6 p. m. (Received 7 j). m.)

Maj or-General Hancock.
Com manding Second Corpn

:

I hiid that the x>icket-line which General Mott desires me to relieve

covers the front of Fort Davis and iirobably extends to the right
front of it, and, besides, there is apparently no connection on the
right of this line with that in front of Fort Sedgwick

;
or in other words,

1 am to relieve all on this side of the plank road. It may be that the
location of the line is different from what can be observed from the
front of Fort Davis. 1 have directed, however. General Mott’s line to

be relieved this p. m., but as the relief is to be taken from the Third
Division (colored troops) I thought it best to let you know, so that
your people in Fort Davis and on the right may be on the lookout, for,

as these troops are all new, I cannot say how long they will hold on
should the enemy advance with a yell.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 26^ 1864.

General Parke :

I particularly directed General Mott to-day to continue picketing a
considerable distance to the left of the plank road, and understood that
the arrangement was that he should keep at least fifty posts on the left

of the plank road. I will at once direct him not to relieve his line to

the xilank road, but to cover considerably to the hfft of Fort Davis.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major-General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 26, 1864.

General Parke:
1 have referred your telegram to General Mott, and the following is

his answer:
I would not feel safe unless niy own ])icket-liue covered the works I occu))y, as tlie

responsibility would not bo felt properly, I think, by troops picketing another front

than their own.

I i)refer the iiicket-line now established by General IMott.

WIN'F’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
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Headouakters Ninth Army Corps,
ISeptember 26^ 1864—10.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock:
Your dispatch with ac'coiupanying one from General Mott received

all right. General Pierce’s bi igade was relieved by Colonel Knssell’s

brigade, of Ferrero’s division, and occupied the ritle-pit on left of Fort
Davis, relieving, of course, the picket in front of Pierce’s brigade.

To-day Lieutenant-Colonel McGee, corps officer of the day, and an aide

of General Mott’s came to see me in reference to relieving the pickets

on the right of those formerly held by General Pierce. Thinking there

might be some mistake or misunderstanding, I sent out my corps officer

of the day. On his rei)ort 1 based my dispatch of 6 p. m. Eventually
the mistake is with General Mott’s aide. It is, however, now all right.

Yours, respectfully,

J. G. PARKE,
Major- Gciieral.

Special Orders, i Hdqrs. Second Army Corps,
> Deserted House., before Petersbunj, Fn.,

No. 244. ) tSeptember 26, 1864.

1. Brig. Gen. T. W. Egan, U. S. Yolnnteers, having reported in

accordance with Special Orders, No. 259, headquarters Army of the
Potomac, Se])tember 25, 1854, is hereby ordered to report to Major-
General Gibbon, commanding Second Division, Second Corps, for

assignment.*******
By order of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Major, Judge-Advocate and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 26, 1864.

Captain Edgell,
Acting Chief of Artillery, Second Corps :

Captain: Major-General Hancock directs me to say that he deems
it necessary for the security of his line, and to prevent any confusion,
that all orders affecting the position of the field guns should come
through him. He directs, therefore, that yon give an order to each
battery (field) commander now on the line under his command to change
])osition or withdraw from the line only when directed to do so by
orders from these headquarters.

1 am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. H. MORGAN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

(Copy furnished Brigadier-General Hunt, chief of artillery. Army of
the Potomac.)
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Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
iSeptemhe7' 26^ 1861.

Capt. John N. Craig,
Asst. Adjt. Oen.j Artillery Hdqrs., Army of the Potomac

:

Captain : 1 liave tlie lioiior to report uo changes in the enemy’s
lines observed or reported during the past twenty-four hours. In com-
pliance with orders the following changes in the position of the light

batteries were made last night: Burton’s battery was withdrawn from
the works on the right of the plank road and posted as follows: Two
pieces in Fort McGilvery and two in Battery C; one piece of Parsons’
battery withdrawn from Fort Meikel and posted in Battery 18; White’s
battery withdrawn from Battery 16 and posted, two pieces in Fort
Haskell and two in Battery 11; two pieces of Eicketts’ battery from
Battery 11 to Fort Stedman; two pieces of McKnight’s battery from
Battery 8 to Battery 6; one piece of Eoder’s battery from Battery 8 to

Fort Mc'Gilvery.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. EDGELL,
Captain, Commanding.

Headquarters First Division, Second Army Corps,
tSeptember 26, 1861.

Capt. H. H. Bingham,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, tSecond Army Corps:

(Captain: 1 have the honor to report the garrisons and commanding
olhcers of the forts assigned to this division, as follows: Fort McGil-
very, 300 men. Map George W. Scott, Sixty-first New York Volunteers;
Fort Stedman, 300 men, Capt. J. F. Weaver, One hundred and forty-

eighth I'ennsylvania Volunteers. The river is picketed from the right

of the line of works by 260 men, toward the right. 1 have this morn-
ing moved the headquarters of this division to the Jordan house.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NELSON A. MILES,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
September 26, 1861.

Capt. H. H. Bingham,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Army Corps:

Captain: 1 have the honor to request that the Ninth Corps relieve

my pickets to the Jerusalem plank road, it being a good dividing line,

and 1 now have no troops to the left of said road with the exception of
the regular garrisons in Fort Davis and the i)art of Fort Sedgwick
which extends across the road, and are not subject to picket detail.

I am, captain, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
G. MOTT,

Brevet Major-General of Volunteers. ‘
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Headquarters Third Division, Second Army Corps,
SexHemher 26, 1864,

Capt. H. H. Binoham,
Acting AsHutant Adjutant- Genend, Second Army Corps:

Captain: I have the honor to report that the following- change has
been made in the lines of this division:

The line from the Strong house to Fort Davis was relieved by the
^^inth Corps. Colonel McAllister, commanding Tliird Brigade, relieved

Colonel Smyth’s line from the ISTorfolk railroad to Fort Morton, connect-

ing with General De Trobriand on the Norfolk railroad. The troops
of the Second Brigade liave been massed in the Avoods rear of the former
headquarters of General Miles. The garrisons and commands of the
forts have not been changed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. MOTT,
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Fif^jh Army Corps,
Beptemher 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front during yes-

terday and last night. Fort Davison was garrisoned yesterday after-

noon by the Ninety-fourth New York Volunteers, Major McMahon
commanding, and the breast-works in front line occn})ied by troops
from General Crawford’s division, relieving the Ninth (Jorps troops.

Mink’s battery Avas placed in Battery No. 2(). A deserter, G. P. May-
field, from Fifth Alabama [Battalion], Avas received last niglit and has
been forwarded. This man has been in the seiAuce three years, and
was one of the provost guard at A. P. Hill’s headquarters, which place
he left yesterday morning.

G. K. WAKBEN,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 26, 1864. (Keceived 1.10 p. m.)

Brigadier-General Williams:
The only regiment of dismounted cavalry in this command is the

Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry, numbering present for duty 21
ofiicers, 632 enlisted [men]

;
it is armed Avith muskets.

G. K. WAKBEN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Beptemher 26, 1864. (Sent 1.46 p. ni.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The signal officer near Jordan’s liouse re[)orts that a large body of
the enemy’s infantry was seen soutlnvest from signal station, moving
toAvard our left.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief oj tStaff,

(Same to General Parke.)

66 K R—VOL XLII, PT II ’
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 26^ 1864.

General Humphreys:
I have sent up a deserter from the Thirty-seventh North Carolina

Volunteers. He reports no changes or movements of troops about
Petersburg. He says working parties are fixing places for batteries

on their lines. Lee, he heard, had gone up to see Early, and there was
a talk of sending a regiment from each brigade of HilPs corps up to

him. Examiner of to-day mentions Jeff. Davis as being in Macon.
Have you seen this paper?

Kespectfully,
G. K. WAKKEN.

Hdqrs. First Briu., Third Diy., Fifth Army Corps,
September 26, 1864.

Maj. E. C. Baird,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Division:

Major : I have the honor to report the effective strength of my com-
mand on the morning August 19, ultimo, as follows: Officers, 60; mus-
kets, 700.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWD. S. BBAGG,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Septeynber 26, 1864—9.10 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

I have the honor to report nothing unusual transpired along my
lines during the past twenty-four hours. The Third Division occupy
the rifle'-pits from Fort Howard to Fort Davis. The Second Division
is in reserve back of the Avery house and the First Division in rear of
line to the left of plank road.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- General..

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 26, 1864.

General S. Williams,
Assis ta7i t A djutant- Genera I

:

In reply to your telegram of this date calling for a report of the dis-

mounted cavalry in this corps I have the honor to re])ort as follows:

The Twenty-fourth New York, present for duty, 10 commissioned offi-

cers, 334 enlisted men, armed Avith Star carbines, equipped as infantry;

Thirteenth Ohio Cavalry, present for duty, 6 commissioned officers, 357
enlisted men, armed with Springfield muskets, equipped as infantry;
Second New York Mounted Eifies, present for duty, 16 commissioned
officers, 239 enlisted men, armed with carbines, caliber .57, equipped as
infantry.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 26^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac

:

The major-general commanding directs that General Kantzts division

be relieved from picketing to-morrow, and concentrate at Prince George
Court-House. He will receive directions as to the subsequent disposi-

tion of his division from these headquarters. The force relieving Gen-
eral Kautz will be so disposed as to watcli and patrol the avenues of

approach between the Blackwater and James.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies,
Commandmg First Brigade, Seeoiul Division:

General: The general commanding directs that at an early hour
to-morrow morning you move your brigade to the vicinity of Prince
George Court-House and relieve General Kautz’s division, picketing in

that vicinity. You will so dispose of your regiments as to cover all the
main approaches between the NTorfolk railroad and James Eiver. One
regiment shbuld be iiosted at Zion Church and another north of it, to

cover the road leading to Sycamore Church and also the telegraph
road. The right of your line will connect with the left of the Second
Brigade on the NTorfolk railroad. Any movements of importance on
the part of the enemy you will report at once to headquarters Army of
the Potomac, also regular daily rei^orts will be forwarded to these
headquarters. The chief quartermaster and commissary of the divis-

ion will arrange for procuring your supplies. The greatest vigilance
Avill be required on the part of the forces on picket to guard against
surprise from the guerrilla parties that infest the section of country to

be picketed by your brigade.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 26, 1864.

Col. Charles H. Smith,
Commanding Second Brigade., Second Division, Cavalry:

Colonel: The general commanding directs that at an early hour
tomorrow morning you establish tlie following line of i)ickets, viz:

From the Norfolk railroad on the Lee’s Mill road to its intersection with
the road leading to McCann’s, near the plank road; from this road
across the i)lank road by Gary’s Church to the left of the picket line of
the Fifth Army Corps; in addition, a force of seventy men will be
placed on the Weldon railroad near the Wyatt road, covering that and
other roads in front of the infantry line; also thirty men near the
Flowers house, covering the Vaughan road toward Po])lar Grove
Church. All of the main approaches will be so covered that any
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advance of the enemy will be discovered. A strong reserve will be
placed on the plank road. Please send in a field return of your
strength.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'

‘ H. 0. WEIE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 26^ 1864—6.25 p. m.

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of ^¥ar^ Washingtonj D. C.

:

Five comiianies of the Forty-fifth U. S. Colored Troops have been
forwarded and are assigned by me to the Tenth Corps

j
five more

companies are in Washington. It is a pity that the regiment should
not be together. Please order the five companies to join their regiment.

BE^IJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General,, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Xorth Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 26, 1864.

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel, Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at Spring Hill reports as fallows:

Two trains toward Richmond partly loaded with troops and one toward Peters-
burg with few passengers. All quiet along enemy^s lines.

The railroad cannot be seen from tower on James River. The officer

on duty there reports situation unchanged from yesterday. The enemy
still at work on earth works.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer. .

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
September 26, 1864.

Maj. R. S. Davis,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Butlers Headquarters

:

The officer in charge of the picket-line reports as follows : There has
been unusual activity on the Richmond and Petersburg Railroad.

Eleven trains have passed over the road to-day—nine have gone south
empty and two north heavily loaded.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General^ Commanding Corps.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 26, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. V. Kautz, Commanding Cavalry Division:

General: Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding, directs me to

inform you that, in compliance with instructions received from head-
quarters Army of the Potomac, at an early hour to-morrow morning
General DaAues’ brigade, of this division, will proceed to Prince George
Court-House to relieve your division. Upon being relieved you will
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concentrate your division at Prince George Court-House, where you
will receive directions from headquarters Army of the Potomac as to

the subsequent disposition of your command.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant^

H. C. WEIR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Separate Brigade,
Fort Foeahontas^ Va., September 26., 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Patterson :

1 desire that you will take200 men from the Second New Hampshire and
Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery and twenty mounted men of the
First U. S. Colored Cavalry, with two days^ rations and forty rounds
of ammunition per man, and embark at 3 o’clock to-morrow morning on
the gun-boat Mosswood and a barge, which she will take in tow. You
will then proceed up the Chickahominy to Hog Neck and disembark on
the left bank about ten miles above the mouth of the river. You will

then push into the country some four or five miles and sweep down to

Barrett’s Ferry, near the month of the Chickahominy, gathering such
horses, mules, cattle, and sheeii as may be useful to the army, and
taking along with you such colored men and their families as desire to

come within our lines. If you find any considerable amount of corn you
may seize that also if you can find means to transport it to your boats.

You are required particularly to examine the country, and especially

along the river for torpedoes, which it is believed are concealed there,

and to make diligent inquiry of all the people whom you may chance
to meet in relation to a party of soldiers who, on the 19th instant, came
from Richmond with torpedoes, as it is believed. You will not allow
officers or men to enter the dwellings of the people for the purpose of
disturbing the occupants, and you will take no other property but
animals and grain which will be useful in subsisting the army and
affording it transportation. The Mosswood, after you have disem-
barked, will drop down the river to Barrett’s Ferry, where you will

re-ernbark your command when you deem that nothing useful can be
accomplished by prolonging your stay. At furthest, you will not remain
absent more than two days.

GILMAN MARSTON,
Brigadier- General.

City Point, Ya., September 27^ 1864.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, I). C.

.

The exercise of the right of sufirage by the officers and soldiers of
armies in the field is a novel thing. It has, I believe, generally been
considered dangerous to constitutional liberty and subversive of
military discipline. But our circumstances are novel and exceptional.
A very large lu’oportion of legal voters of the United States are
now either under arms in tlie field, or in hospitals, or otherwise en-
gaged in the military service of the United States. Most of these
men are not regular soldiers in the strict sense of that term; still

less are they mercenaries who give their services to the Govern-
ment sinqdy for its pay, having little understanding of political

questions or feeling little or no interest in them. On the contrary, they
are American citizens, liaviiig still their homes and social and political

ties binding them to tlie States and districts from which they come,
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and to wliich they expect to return. They have left their homes tem-
porarily to sustain the cause of their country in the hour of its trial.

In performing this sacred duty they should not be deprived of a most
precious privilege. They have as much right to demand that their

votes shall be counted in the choice of their rulers as those citizens

wlio remain at home. Nay, more, for they have sacrificed more for

their country. I state these reasons in full, for the unusual thing of

allowing armies in the field to vote, that I may urge on the other hand
that nothing more than the fullest exercise of this right should be
allowed, for anything not absolutely necessary to this exercise cannot
but be dangeron s to th e liberties ofthe country. The ofiicers and soldiers

have every means ot understanding the questions before the country.
The newspapers are freely circulated, and so, I believe, are the docu-
ments prepared by both parties to set forth the merits and claims of

their candidates. Beyond this nothing whatever should be alloAved.

No political meetings, no harangues from soldiers or citizens, and no
canvassing of camps or regiments for votes. I see not why a single in-

dividual not belonging to the armies should be admitted Into their

lines to deliver tickets. In mj^ opinion the tickets should be furnished
by the chief provost-marshal of each army, by them to the provost-
marshal (or some other ap])ointed officer) of each brigade or regiment,
who shall on the day of election deliver tickets irres])ective of party to

whoever may call for them. If, however, it shall be deemed expedient
to admit citizens to deliver tickets, then it should be most positively

prohibited that such citizens should electioneer, harangue, or canvass
the regiments in any way. Their Inisiness should be, and only be, to

distribute on a certain fixed day tickets to whoever may call for them.
In the case of those States whose soldiers vote by proxy, proper State
authority could be given to officers belonging to regiments so voting to

receive and Ibrward votes. As it is intended that all soldiers entitled

to vote shall exercise that privilege according to their own convictions
of right, unmolested and unrestricted, there will be no objection to

each party sending to armies, easy of access, a number of respectable
gentlemen to see that these views are fully carried out. To the army
at Atlanta, and those armies on the sea-coast from New Berne to New
Orleans, not to exceed three citizens of each party should be admitted.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- Genera L

•City Point, Ya., Sentemher 27^ 1864.

Major-General Meade:
I have directed General Halleck to order forward at once to the

Army of the Potomac the six Michigan regiments mentioned by you
yesterday, and the recruits to be sent after them as fast as collected.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Pointy Ya., September 27, 1861.

Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade, Commanding Army of the Potomac

:

General: On the morning of the 29th instant a movement will

take x>lace intended to surj^rise and cai)ture the works of the enemy
north of the James Eiver and between Malvern Hill and Eichmond.
The troops engaged in this will be taken exclusively from the Tenth
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aud Eighteenth Army Corps. Although these troops will be instructed

to push directly for Richmond, if successful in breaking through the
outer line of rebel works, it is hardly expected that so much can be
accomplished, but as against the force now kept north of the James
River by the enemy General Butler can force his way to Richmond,
and will do it unless they largely re-enforce from Petersburg. As a
CO-operative movement with this you will please have the Army of the
Potomac underarms at 4 a. m. on the 29 th ready to move ifi any direction.

They should have three or four days’ rations in haversacks and sixty

rounds of ammunition on the person, including that in the cartridge-

boxes. It was my intention to give specific instructions for a concen-
tration of all the force you could spare on your left, and for a dejnon-
vstration as if to extend our lines in that direction, but, on reflection, 1 will

leave the details to you, stating merely that I want every effort used to

convince the enemy that the South Side road and Petersburg are the
objects of our efforts. Should the enemy draw off such a force from
the defenses of Petersburg as to justify you in moving either for the
South Side road or Petersburg, I want you to do it without waiting for

instructions, and in your own way. One thing, however, I would say:
•If the road is reached it, or a i)Osition commanding it, should be held
at all hazards. If it becomes necessary to maintain the position against
an attack, draw off from our i^resent defenses what force you deem
necessary, always keeping the garrisons detailed for the inclosed works
on the line intact, however. All trains should be harnessed, hitched,
and ready to move at a moment’s notice. The accumulation of supplies
at depots along the railroad should also be stopped, and as far as
practicable that now on hand in depot should be got in wagons. At
the beginning of this move I shall be on the north side of the river.

Up to 8 a. m., however, dispatches may be directed to me at City
Point

5
after that hour, until otherwise directed, at Deep Bottom.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Ya., September 27^ 1864—9.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. G. Meade :

If troops can be moved to-morrow, so as to give the appearance of
massing on our left, it would serve to deceive the enemy. I think also

it will be advisable to send scouts some distance to the southeast to

discover if the enemy are moving cavaRy around toward the elames.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 27^ 1864—10.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Do you refer to movements within or without our lines'? I can send
two divisions of the Ninth Corps to-morrow beyond our left and beyond
where Warren was the other day. If attacked they can be supjiorted
by two of Warren’s divisions. This is what I x>i’<>posed to do, under
your instructions, the next day; but it will, no doubt, have much more
eflect to-morrow than the next day, though it will also be more likely

to bring on an engagement.
GEO. (J. MEADE,

Major-General.
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City Point, Va., September 27\ 1864.

Major-General Meade :

What 1 meant was to move trooi^s within our lines; not openly,
but so that the enemy would likely get glimpses of them and think
there was a concentration on our left. The Tenth Corps, moving to Ber-
muda Hundred to-night, will be missed from its position in the morn-
ing, and if the enemy can be deceived into thinkiug they have gone
round to the left it will aid us.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutefiant- General.

AA'asiiington, I). C., September 27, 1864.

Maj. Gen. George G. Meade:
I am directed to respectfully request that you will have all new vol-

unteer regiments that have joined your army and all that may join

hereafter inspected, so as to ascertain the strength of each upon
arrival. Where desertions have occurred en route the loss should be’
investigated so as to ascertain the parties, if any, to whom the neglect
in reference thereto may attach. The new regiments on leaving State
have an average strength of 950.

THOS. M. VHSCENT,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 27
j
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Deserter from Forty-eighth North Carolina, Cooke’s bri-

gade, Heth’s division, came in last evening, opposite the Burnside
mine, into the lines of General Mott’s division. He reports that two
brigades of Heth’s division are in line in the trenches at this point, the
other two brigades on the extreme right of the line; that Hoke’s divis-

ion is about half a mile to the rear in reserve, and is all the reserve
troops he knows of; has been lying there some six or eight days, ever
since it came back from the right; Field’s division, that went to the
right with Hoke’s some ten days ago, had not returned when informant
left; that the army will be i)aid in a few days four months’ pay, and
many men are ready to desert as soon as they can send their pay liome
to their families; have sent Early no re-enforcements. Deserter from
Thirty-seventh North Carolina, Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division, came
in yesterday at 2 p. 111 . He brings no important information; was a
rumor that one regiment from each brigade of Hill’s corps would be
sent to the assistance of Early, but it has not yet been done. The fol-

lowing sketch shows the relative position of Lee’s army from latest

information, including all the force south of the Aiixiomattox.* Three

"^See p. 1049.
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deserters from the Forty-sixth Virginia^ Wise’s brigade, of Johnson’s
division, came in this a. m. They state that Hoke’s division would
relieve Johnson this a. m.

;
that it is understood each division relieves

the other every ten days
5
no movements.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

City FoinU TT<., September 27
^
1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The Union men of Eichmond sent us word last night,
through our scouts, that the telegraph operator had left Staunton night
before last—Sunday night. The dispatch also stated that the Yankees
were expected to occupy Staunton early yesterday morning; General
Early was retreating to Waynesborough; General Lee was in Eich-
mond on Saturday in consultation with the War Department, and pon-
toon bridges were being put across the Apiiomattox. Fitz Lee had
arrived in town wounded, his command remaining with Early. The
three regiments formerly reported as having been sent to Lynchburg
are all tlie troops that have been moved within the last week. Silver

sold in Eichmond yesterday at 29 for 1
,
and gold at 30 for 1. Mr.

Davis had not returned trom Hood’s army up to yesterday morning at

10 o’clock. The common rumors of the evacuation of'Eichmond are
gaining strength . The wounded of Early’s army are expected to arrive in

Eichmond, - but none of them have yet arrived. The bridges at Chaffin’s,

if taken up, have been replaced, as one of our agents saw South Caro-
linians on Sunday belonging to Bratton’s brigade, of Field’s division,

who had just crossed the bridge. Files of Eichmond papers are for-

warded herewith.
Very respectfully,

GEOEGE H. SHAEPE,
Colonel., d'C.

(Same to General Butler.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 27., 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Seven deserters (one sergeant, two corporals, and four

privates) from the Sixth Virginia, Mahone’s old brigade and division,

came into our lines this a. m. They bring no new information. Theii

regiment (Sixth Virginia) numbers less than 200 men for duty, and tin

brigade is less than 1,000 strong. In the estimate of strength of Lee ’

8

army forwarded a few days since, both Heth’s and Mahone’s divisions

are overestimated. Tliere are not 5,000 men for duty at present in

either division.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JKO. C. BABCOCK.
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September 27, 1864.

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserters to-day from Wise’s and Mahone’s old brigade. ISTo changes
in position of the enemy. Knmor that one regiment from each brigade
of A. P. Hill’s corps will be sent to Early.

J. 0. B[ABCOCK].

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 27^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatches received from the plank road
station

:

6.30 A. M.

All quiet and no indication of movements in enemy’s lines. A small working party
engaged in vicinity of lead-works.

8 A. M.

At 7.30 2,000 infantry appeared coming from the Avoods northwest of the large
fort west of the Weldon railroad and moved toward our left on line of the railroad.
A few of them carried stretchers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
SeMemher 27, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The following dispatch from the plank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

9 A. M.

Fifteen hundred infantry have just passed to our left on line of Weldon railroad
coming from the woods northwest of large fort west of Weldon railroad. Enemy
working in vicinity of said fort and to the extreme left, visible from this point.

(This would be about half a mile west of the railroad and about a
mile or more from the lead-works.)

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

September 27, 1864—9 a. m.
Major Fisher:
A party of enemy are working on fortifications to my left over woods.

Otherwise a[ll] q[uiet].

I. S. LYON,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.
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Walthall Signal Station,
September 27^ 1864—9 a. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet this a. iii. Can find nothing to confirm my report of last

evening.
H. W. HOLMAN,

Sergeant.

Near Friend’s House, September 27^ 1864—5.20 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

No unusual movements to-day. The enemy still have small fatigue

parties on their works to left of cemetery and on new line.

JORDAN.

Plank Road Signal Station,
• September 27, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher:
In addition to working parties reported this a. m. there is a small

party at work northwest from station, but so covered by works as to be
secured from the effects of our artillery. A considerable force is also

at work in rear of main line of works extending from the large fort on
Weldon railroad about 300 yards to the left. This last force is inde-

pendent of those at work on main line, and is apparently working on a
new line. All quiet.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Walthall Signal Station,
September 27, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

All quiet this p. m. The following has been intercepted:

9.30 A. M.
Colonel BCrent] :

The artillery in camp near Battery 5 have just moved off in the direction of Cohh’s.
J. Q. E[THEREDGE],

At I).

(Same to A. B.)

9.45 A. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

One regiment of cavalry drilling in open space. Two gun-boats above ])ontoon.

One steamer off Point of Rocks.
J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

10 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

The artillery has returned and is now drilling.

J. Q. E[THEREDGE],
At D.

(Same to A. B.)
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11 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

The enemy have put one gun in position in front of open space. One regiment of
infantry drilling in front of hospital tents.

J. Q. E[THEREDGE],
At D.

(Same to A. B.)

12 M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of infantry came from front to the left of Cobb’s and passed open
space going to the front in Prince George. One regiment came from same place
going toward City Point, and one going east side of Jordan’s house.

J. Q. E[THEREDGE],
At D.

(Same to A. B.)

2.30 p. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

A train of cars just passed on City Point Railroad loaded with troops going toward
City Point.

J. Q. E[THEREDGE],
At D.

(Same to A. B.)

5.30 P. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

All quiet this p. m. Ten six-horse wagons with several squads of cavalry just
passed open space going to the front in Prince George. One gun-boat above pontoon.

J. Q. E[THEREDGE],
At D.

(Same to A. B.)

The enemy have just put one gun in position in the works to our
right of Fort Clifton. It is a field piece.

H. W. HOLMA^^^,
Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
No. 260. j September 27, 1864.##**#**

4. The followingruientioned regiments of dismounted cavalry, now
serving as infantry, will report, with as little delay as practicable, to
Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg, commanding Second Cavalry Division, who
will cause the necessary requisition to be promptly made on the proper
departments for the horses and equipments required to mount the
regiments, viz: Second New York Mounted Rifles, Ninth Army Corps;
Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry, Ninth Army Corps; Thirteenth
Ohio Cavalry, Ninth Army Corps; Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Fifth Army Corps.*******

8. The execution of paragraph 4 of Special Orders, No. 260, of this

date, requiring that the following-mentioned regiu ents of dismounted
cavalry report to Brig. Gen. D. McM. Gregg, commanding Second Cav-
alry Division, for the purpose of being mounted, is suspended for the
present: Second New York Mounted Rifles, Ninth Army Corps;
Twenty-fourth New York Cavalry, Ninth Army Corps; Thirteenth
Ohio Cavalry, Ninth Army Corps; Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Fifth Army Corps.*******
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 27^ 1864—7,45 a. m.

Lientenaut-ColoDel Morgan,
Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal station at Fort Davis, on Jerusalem plank
road, reports that at 7.30 this a. m. 2,000 infantry appeared coming from
woods northwest of large fort, and moved to our left on line of Weldon
railroad. A few of them carried stretchers.

Kespectfully, your obedient servant,
P. A. TAYLOE,

Captain and Signal Officer.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 27., 1864. (Eeceived 10.20 a. m.)

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant^ General

:

There has been no change in the disposition of my command since

last report, except that the Ninth Corps have relieved a part of the ex-

treme left of my picket-line.

WINFD S.. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Second Army Corps,
No. 36. > September 27, 1864.

Division commanders will impress upon the commanders of inclosed
works the necessity of holding these works under every contingency;
no matter what may occur in the connecting lines the forts are to be
held. Properly defended they are capable of resisting the heaviest
assaults the enemy can make, and any commander who vacates or

yields one of them without orders from headquarters of the army, com-
municated through these headquarters, will be held to a strict account-
ability. In case of attack on the line the troops near the point of

attack, after having resisted to the extent of their power, will form to

protect the batteries between the forts. If driven from there they will

be formed as reserves behind the works prepared to follow the enemy
after they are broken by the fire of the works.
Two hundred rounds of small-arm ammunition, exclusive of that on

the persons of the men, will be kept in the magazines of the forts. The
chief of artillery will provide a suitable amount of artillery ammunition
for the field guns, especially of canister, and spherical case for each of

the inclosed works.
Where the magazines are not now in suitable condition for the recep-

tion of ammunition the fact will be at once communicated to these
headquarters. Where the defect cannot be easily remedied by the
garrison an engineer officer will be sent to take charge of the work.
Ammunition must be examined and exposed to the air daily when

the weather admits.
No changes affecting the field of fire for the artillery, the capacity of

the works to hold troops, or, generally, the offensive or defensive power
of the forts will be made without previous reference to these headquar-
ters. This prohibition is not intended, of course, to prevent command-
ers from giving the necessary instructions where immediate action is

necessary.
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As a general rule, the senior artillery officer in each fort will be
responsible for the proper use of artillery in case of action, and the
power of the post commander, over artillery, due his rank, is not
expected to be exercised, except in cases of unusual emergency, the
artillery officer being generally the better judge in his own arm of the
service and having special instructions to guide him.
The particular province of the infantry garrison is to defend the fort

until the artillery can have its full effect in breaking the enemy’s lines.

The general instructions for the artillery on the lines are to answer
all lire from the enemy and to open on all bodies of troops or working
l)arties within range.

Signal stations in communication with these headquarters are estab-

lished at the Friend house and the Avery house.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
H. H. BINGHAM,

Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

[September 27, 1864.—For circular from headquarters Second Army
Corps, relating to the police of intrenchments, &c., see ]n 634.]

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Se;ptemher 27^ 1864. (Eeceived 10 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that all was quiet in my front yesterday
and during the night. A deserter from Thirty-seventh North Carolina
came in yesterday afternoon and was forwarded.

G. K. WAEEEN,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 27., 1864—9.50 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The signal officer on the plank road reports that at 7.30 a. m. 2,000
infantry came from woods northwest of large fort on the Weldon
railroad and moved to our left on the line of the railroad. A few carried
stretchers.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 27, 1864—10.15 a. m.

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps

:

The signal officer on plank road reports at 9 a. m. a body of 1,500
infantry moving out of woods northwest of fort west of Weldon railroad,
and moving to our left on the railroad.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,'
Major-General and Chuf of Staff.
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Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
8e][)temher 27^ 1864.

Major-General Warren:
Tbe signal officer reports a force of the enemy, about two regiments,

north-northwest from the Aiken house, struck camp this a. m.; marched
out of camp, and have again returned, standing in company streets

under arms.
JNO. G. PAEKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Army Corps,
September 27, 1864.

General Warren,
Commandincj :

General : I saw Parke this afternoon. He tells me that eight or

ten deserters from the Sixth Virginia came into his lines to-day, who
report that great depression exists among the men of the rebel army;
that it was Avell known that Early had been twice defeated in the Val-
ley, and that a rumor prevailed to-day that our cavalry was in Gordons-
ville. Do you wish me to occupy the entire line from Fort Howard to

the right of Ayres? If so, I have no reserve. 1 understood that Ayres
was to move to the right yesterday. The camps vacated by the Ninth
Corps were so filthy that I have ordered my regiments to new ground
in rear.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. CRAWFOED,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
September 27, 1864.

General Warren,
Commanding

:

General : I called to-day to ask whether you desired that 1 should
occupy the whole line from Fort Howard to Ayres’ left. I beg that you
will direct differently, as now I have no reserve whatever.

Very respectfiilly, your obedient servant,
S. W. CEAWFOED,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 27, 1864—9 a. m. (Received 10.30 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual occurred on my line

during the last twenty-four hours. Six rebel deserters came through the
lines of the Third Division since last report. One was sent to head-
quarters yesterday morning, the rest will be forwarded this morning.

JNO. G. PAEKE,
Major- GeneraU
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Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
Septemher 27

^
1864—11.SO a. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staf] Army of the Potomac :

General : I have the honor to report all quiet on the line picketed
by the cavalry. This morning General Davies’ brigade, of this division,

moved to Prince George Court-House to relieve General Kautz, and
establish a line covering all the approaches between the James Eiver
and the Norfolk railroad, at which place connection will be made with
the Second Brigade of the division. The line occupied by this divis-

ion is so long that at many i)oints a forcible attack of the enemy could
not be seriously resisted, but the dispositions are such that with vigi-

lance timely notice will be had of the approach of the enemy on any of

the roads. General Davies will have two regiments and a fraction of

a third in reserve at Prince George. The Second Brigade will have
three regiments and a fraction of a fourth in reserve on the plank roach

There will be a battery with the reserve of each brigade.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.) Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 27, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Greoo,
Commanding Cavalry, Army of the Potomac >*

(Through Ninth Corps Headquarters.)

The major-general commanding directs that you send a strong scouting
party early to-morrow morning from the reserve at Prince George Court-
House in a southeasterly direction, to ascertain whether the enemy is

moving any cavalry toward the James Eiver.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
September 27, 1864.

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry :

The reserve from which the scouting luirty is to be sent is that of
General Davies.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division,
Prince George Court-PLouse, September 27, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Capt. H. C. Weir,
Assistant Adjutant- General., Second, Division Cavalry:

I have entirely relieved General Kautz, and my line is established
from the Norfolk railroad to the James. All quiet.

H. E. DAVIES, Jr.,

Brigadier- General.
67 R R—VOL XLII, FT II
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OiTA^ Point, Va., September 27, 1864—11.30 a. m.
General Butler :

Make all your cliauges of troops at once, ready for the execution of

orders verbally communicated, so as to have troops as fresh as possible.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, September 27, 1864—12 m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding, &c. :

Telegram received. The dispositions are being made.
BENJ. F. BUTLEE,

Major- General, Commanding.

City Point, Va., September 27, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Commanding Army of the James :

Prep'are your army according to the verbal instructions already given
for moving on the morning of the 29th instant. Your lines between the
James and Appomattox Eivers can be held with new regiments and
such artillery as you deem necessary. All garrisons from your com-
mand below the mouth of the Appomattox will be left as they are now.
The movement should be commenced at night, and so as to get a con-

siderable force north of the James Eiver, ready to assault the enemy’s
lines in front of Deep Bottom, and from Aikeifs house or other point
above Deep Bottom, where the two assaulting columns will be in easy
supporting distance of each other, as soon as the enemy’s line is broken
at the dawn of day. If one good division from each of your corps are
over in time for this, with the balance of these corps following, with a
pontoon bridge for each, it will answer. The object of this movement
is to surprise and capture Eichmond, if possible. This cannot be done
if time is given the enemy to move forces to the north side of the river.

Success will depend on pronijit movement at the start. Should the
outer line be broken, the troops will push for Eichmond with all prompt-
ness, following roads as near the river as possible. It is impossible to

point out the line of march for an army in the iiresence of the enemy,
because the enemy may interpose such an obstacle in our route as to

make it imxiracticable. It is known that the enemy has intrenched
positions on the bank of the river between Deep Bottom and Eichmond,
such as Chaffin’s farm, which are garrisoned. If these can be captured in

passing, they should be held by suitable garrisons. If not captured,
troops should be left to hold them in their position, and should intrench
to make themselves strong. It will be necessary, therefore, to have your
engineer troops, with their tools, well u}) with the advance. Should
you succeed in getting to Eichmond, the interposition of the whole
army (rebel) between you and your supplies need cause you no alarm.
With the army under General Meade, supplies could be cut off from
the enemy in the event of so unexpected a move, and communication
opened with you either by the south side or from the White House
before the supx)lies you would hud in the city would be exhausted. In
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case you reach Eichmoud, the details for garrisoning and holding the
place are left to you or the senior officer of the troops that get in. One
thing I would say, however, all the bridges connecting the city with
the south side should be destroyed at once or held beyond a peradven-
ture. As the success of the enteri)rise depends entirely on celerity, the
troops will go light. They will take only a single blanket rolled and
carried over the shoulder, three days’ rations in haversacks, and sixty

rounds of ammunition in box and on the person. IS^o wagons will be
taken. They will be sui)plied, however, with six days’ rations, half for-

age for the same time, and forty rounds of extra ammunition for men, to

follow if they should be required. No w^agons Avill cross the James
Eiver till ordered by you. The whole of the force under General Meade
will be under arms at 4 a. m. on the 29th, ready to attack Petersburg
or move to the South Side road, as circumstances may determine. As
against any force now north of the James Eiver you can go to Eich-
mond even without a suri)rise. If the enemy resists you by sufficient

force to prevent your advance, it is confidently expected that General
Meade can gain a decisive advantage on his end of the line. The prize

sought is either Eichmond or Petersburg, or a position which will

secure the ffill of the latter. Please furnish me with a copy of your
detailed instructions.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 27^ 1864—11.15 a. m.

His Excellency Governor Cony,
Augusta^ Me.

:

The Eighth and Eleventh Maine regiments are in my command and
are weak. They will require about 500 men each to bring them to full

efficiency. Can you not send me a detachment of about that number of
recruits that may be put in these regiments'? One recruit in an old
regiment is worth two in a new organization. If you cannot do this I

do not see but that we must consolidate the regiments, which I should
regret to do. Please answer by telegraph.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 27^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at tower on James Eiver reports:
About 200 infantry going across the rear of Chaffin’s farm toward

New Market road.”
- Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. E. CLUM,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Yiroinia and ^^^orth Carolina,
Office of the Chief Sional Officer,

September 27, 1864.

Lieut. Col. Georoe A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The signal officer at James Kiver tower reports situation

unchanged, with exception that enemy are extending disconnected
rifle-pits to their left of the Cox’s Ferry work on the blufts along the
river, screening them with bushes as they are being made. No more
troops have been seen since those reported at 4 p. m. crossed Chaffin’s

farm. Four wagons passed along this road about noon in same direc-

tion; four others were seen going in opposite direction near pontoon
bridge. The signal officer at Spring Hill reports all quiet on enemy’s
lines this p. m.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
Office of the Chief Signal Officer,

September 27
^
1864.

Lieut. Col. George A. Kensel,
Acting Chief of Staff:

Colonel: The following message just received from Spring Hill:

A train of ten cars loaded with troops toward Petersburg*.
A. G. SIMONS,

Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

(Forwarded to General Grant.)

Special Orders, ') Hdqrs. Dept, of Ya. and N. C.,

[- Army of the James,
No. 266. ) In the Field, Va., September 27, 1864.*******

III. Major-General Ord, commanding Eighteenth Army Corps, will

direct two companies of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry and one
company of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry to report at once to Brig.

Gen. A. Y. Kautz, at Jones’ Neck.
44^ ^ ^ ^ ^

By command of Major-General Butler:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Dutch Gap, Ya., September 27, 1864.

Col. Henry L. Abbot.
Commanding Siege Artillery

:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the enemy opened as

usual this morning, firing quite rapidly and constantly until about 2
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p. m. Three negroes wounded during the day outside canal. Their
light piece ventured to send us a few shots, but was soon silenced.

Think iny extreme left battery for 10-pounder guns is just what is

needed ;
used it for the first time this a. in.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIERCE,

Captain, First Connecticut Artillery.

Hdqrs. Dept, of VmaiNiA and North Carolina,
8e])tcmhcr 27, 1864.

Major-General Birney:
Relieve the First Maryland Cavalry and order them to report with

transportation and baggage at Bermuda Hundred at once for the pur-

pose of being mounted and equipped.
By command of Major-General Butler:

GEO. A. KENSEL,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 35.

. ( Before Petersburg, Va., September 27, 1864.

I. The department commander has a^ipointed Lieut. Col. E. W.
Smith assistant adjutant-general on his staff, relieving him from duty
with the Tenth Army Corps. In parting witli this officer the major-
general commanding the corps takes pleasure in testifying to his assid-

uous attention to the duties of his office. He also is pleased with the
advancement of a good soldier, although he may regret losing such a
staff officer.

II. Capt. E. L. Ford, aide-de-camii, will temporarily fill the position

of assistant adjutant-general.
III. Capt. C. H. Graves, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, is

announced as an aide-de-camp to the commanding general, and will be
obeyed and respected accordingly.
By command of Maj, Gen. D. B. Birney:

CHAS. H. GRAVES,
Assista7it Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 138. ) In the Field, Ya., September 27, 1864.

1. The Birney First Sharpshooters (Two hundred and third Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers) are assigned to the Second Brigade, Second Division.
The commanding officer will at once report with his command to

Brigadier-General Foster, commanding division. The luoper allowance
of transportation and camp equiiiage will be at once assigned to the
regiment.

* * ^- * * * *

5. The First Maryland Cavalry (dismounted) are hereby relieved from
duty with this corps, and will proceed at once with transportation and
baggage to Bermuda Hundred, and report for the imrpose of being-

mounted and equipped.****** If

By command of Major-General Birney:
ED. W. SMITH,

Assista7it Adjutant- Gene7^al.
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Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ Ya.^ September 27^ 1864.

This command will be in readiness to move by 3 o’clock to-morrow
afternoon. The men will carry two days’ rations in haversacks. All
camp and garrison equipage, beyond the allowance by Special Orders,
No. 44, from headquarters Armies of the United States, will be turned
in to the quartermaster’s department. All superfluous clothing should
be carefully boxed, marked, and turned over at the depot for storage.

Upon receiving orders to march all details at the depots, &c., will be
called in and join the command.
By command of Major-General Birney:

E. L. FOED,
Captain^ Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headqltarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Petersburg^ F«., September 27., 1864.

The major-general commanding directs that the daily reports giving
a summary of events, called for by letter from these headquarters of

August 30, 1864, will be discontinued until further orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. L. FOED,

Captain, Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 27, 1864—9 a. m.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteentli Army Corps

:

I acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch and inclosures, by Cap-
tain Moore, of your staff. I have ordered the One hundred and eighty-

fourth New York Volunteers and the Thirty-eighth New Jersey Volun-
teers, of the Provisional Brigade, who are reported not eftective for

field service in your return, to be sent to Forts Pocahontas and Pow-
hatan to relieve the Eighty-ninth New York and the colored regiments
there and at Harrison’s Landing. I will order the Eighty-ninth New
York at once here and the colored regiments directly to Deep Bottom.
I will also direct that Heckman’s brigade, at Old Court-House, be
relieved and marched over this evening to join his command. I think
your suggestion well to allow your horse battery to report to General
Kautz. Please make the order.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Septemher 27, 1864—9.55 a. m.

General U. S. Grant :

A lieutenant, deserter from the rebels, is in this morning; states

that the belief among them is that should Lynchburg—which is

strongly fortified—be captured, it would give you the Danville road,

and want of food would compel the evacuation of Lee’s present posi-
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tionj tliat tliey have not force enough to re-enfbrce Lynchburg, and
their fears are that Eichmond will be approached from that quarter.
This lieutenant is an intelligent officer from Virginia, and, I am sure,

speaks candidly.
E. O. C. OED,

Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., 18th Army Corps,
No. 119. )

In the Fields Vu., September 37^ 1864.##***#*
Y. Col. E. H. Eipley, commanding detachments of First and Second

Brigades of this division, will, upon receipt of this order, strike tents

and march at once for this point, and upon arrival you will report to

these headquarters. It is absolutely necessary that you move at once,

as the movement must be completed before daylight and as quietly as

possible.

By command of Brig. Gen. C. A. Heckman:
W. H. ABEL,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Vircinia and North Carolina,
In the Fields September ^7, 1864.

Brigadier-General Marston,
Commanding at Fort Pocahontas .*

General: General Butler sends you to-day the One hundred and
eighty-fourth New York and the Thirty-eighth New Jersey Volunteers,
in all about 1,000 men, and wishes you to send by return boat the
Eighty-ninth New York and the two colored regiments naw in your
command. Direct the Eighty-ninth to land at Bermuda and report at

these headquarters
j
the two colored regiments to i)roceed at once up

the river to Deep Bottom and report to the commanding officer of that
post. The commanding general wishes these movements made with
the utmost dispatch.

Eespectfully,
GEO. A. KEN9EL,

Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

Confidential.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 27^ 1864—10.45 a. m.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

The major-general commanding directs that when your division is

concentrated to-day at Prince George Court- House you report in per-

son to Major-General Butler.
A. A. HUMPHEEYS,

Alajor- General and Chief of Staff.
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Colonel Spear:

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 27^ 1864.

Colonel : The general commanding directs me to inform you that,

in accordance with instructions from headquarters Army of the Poto-
mac, your brigade will be relieved this morning by Brigadier-General
Davies, of the Second Cavalry Division. As soon as relieved you will

concentrate your command at Prince George Court-House and there
await further instructions from these headquarters.

Very vespectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Colonel Spear:

Headquarters Cavalry Division,
September 27^ 1864.

Colonel: The general commanding directs that you move your
command to the ground it formerly occupied at Jones’ Neck, but not
to move from Prince George Court-House till G o’clock this evening.

Very respectfully,

M. J. ASCH,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

City Point, Va., September 28^ 1864—4.30 p. m.
(Keceived 7 p. m.)

Brig. Gen. J. K. Barnes,
Surgeon- General

:

I have called upon General Butler to know why he wanted the two
ocean hospital steamers of which you telegraphed, but have received
no reply. Until you hear from me on the subject you need not send
them.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

A division of the Ninth Corps was this morniag after daylight, and
at places within view of the enemy, moved from near the Avery house
to the Gurley house. No other movements or events of importance to

report. I send a dispatch just received from Warren.* Peebles’ farm
is just north of Poplar Spring Church, the works being constructed are

to hold the Squirrel Level road and the one next to it. I am coming
in to see you as soon as I can get a train.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

* See Warren to Humphreys, 11 a. m., p. 1074.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 28, 1864—1.45 i). m. (Sent 2 i). m.')

Major-General Meade,
City Faint

:

I can get nothing further from the two deserters as to how far beyond
Peebles’ fields the rifie pits extend or in what direction. They say
that there are a good many infantry in the rifie-pits, and that they are

building a fort near tlie tobacco house in the middle of the field for

sixteen guns. They saw a battery of four guns near the fort, which is

not yet finished. It is about 1,000 yards from the fork of the roads
and is put up to sweep the cross-road. The tall man says that there
are rifle-pits i^retty mucli all along the Boydton plank road for the
distance of five or six miles out of Petersburg, and I gather from what
he says, extending more or less connectedly as far as Hatcher’s Kun.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

City Point, September 28, 1864.

(Received 9.10 p. m.)
Major-General Meade:
Heavy firing, both of artillery and musketry, is heard here distinctly.

Does it mean anything like an attack?
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutena/)it- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864—9.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The firing is apparently on the plank road. The musketry has ceased
and the artillery slackened. No report has been received. I imagine
it is a staini)ede. I have called on Hancock for particulars, which I will

transmit as soon as received.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army- of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-General,

September 28, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: Two deserters from the Forty-sixth North Carolina,
Cooke’s brigade, Heth’s division, came into the lines of the Second Corps
last night about 11 o’clock. Therehavebeennolatechanges on their part
of the line. Tliree deserters from the Fifty-ninth and Sixtieth Regi-
ments, of Gracie’s (Alabama) brigade, Johnson’s division, came into the
lines of the Second Army Cori)s last evening. They report that their

division has not yet been relieved by Hoke, but would be at 9 o’clock

this a. m.; was rei)orted tliat Johnson’s division was going to Early.
Some men from Gracie’s brigade went to the rear yesterday to take to
the (piartermaster some shells and other projectiles they had gathered,
who is authorized to pay 8 cents per pound for cast iron, and 20
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cersts for lead. Informant states that the quartermaster told him he
had not enough money to pay them, and went to borrow some, saying
that they must have their money, as they would soon be sent to re-en-

force Early. Some of informants think that Hoke’s division has gone,
but one says he saw the division yesterday, and it would relieve John-
son to-day at 9 a. m. A Mississippi brigade, Avhich informant does not
know, went to Early about five days ago

;
it had been lying in Peters-

burg.
Note.—This must be Humphreys’ brigade, of Kershaw’s division,

which was reported to have been left behind.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. 0. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Provost-Marshal-Oeneral,

September 28^ 1864,

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Stajf:

General : A deserter from the Twelfth Virginia, Weisiger’s brigade,
Mahone’s division, came into our lines this a. m. in front of the Ninth
Army Corps. He states that he has every reason to believe that two
divisions have been sent to Early—Field’s, of Longstreet’s cordis, and
Hoke’s division, of Beauregard’s command—basing his belief on what
he has heard by conversation in his brigade.

Note.

—

From the fact tliat Hoke’s division was to have relieved

Johnson’s yesterday at 5 o’clock and did not, it seems i^robable it may
have gone to Early. Field’s division has been lying in reserve on the
right—enemy’s right.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. BABCOCK.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of the Proyost-Marshal-General,

September 28
j
1864, (Keceived 1 p. m.)

Colonel Sharpe,
City Point:

Deserter from Sixth Virginia just in reports that Field’s and Hoke’s
divisions have gone to Early, the latter yesterday. We have indica-

tions going to substantiate this. Will send you at once all information
concerning this hereafter received.

J. C. BABCOCK.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 28^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

General : The following dispatches from signal station are respect-

fully forwarded

:

Plank Road Station.

At 7.30 a. m. 1,200 infantry came from the -woods in vicinity of the fort west of the
Weldon railroad and moved toward our left on tlie line of the railroad. The enemy
is working in small force on the line running to the left from the above-mentioned
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fort. At 9 a, m. 500 infantry, in parties of 100, 180, and 220, came from the woods
west of the Weldon railroad and disappeared, moving southward. Small working
parties northwest of this station within range of our guns.

FULTON.

Walthall House—9 a. m.

The enemy has commenced a new work in the rear of Fort Clifton.

Very respectfully, your obedient seryant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief ISign.il Officer.

Friend^s House Signal Station,
September 28^ 1864—9 a. m.

Major Fisher:
A column of infantry lias just moyed into city at the cross-road going

toward the right; nine minutes passing.

JORDAN.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 28^ 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: My lookout on station near the Friend house reports:

At 11 a. m. a body of about 200 cavalry passed out of the city of Petersburg at
the cross-roads, moving southward toward the lead-works. At 1 p. m. a column of
infantry passed into the city from the rear of Cemetery Hill, moving toward the
right; it was ten minutes passing a point.

Very respectfully, your obedient seryant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 28, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following dispatch from the plank road station is

respectfully forwarded :

At 2.40 p. m. about 1,800 infantry moved from the woods on the extreme 15ft vis-

ible from this point and disappeared west of large fort.

I judge from the moyements of this body of troops that they were
either just relieyed from the intrencliments or picket-line, or were
returning from working upon some work not yisible from our station,

though they may be moying for some other object.

Very respectfully, your obedient seryant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.
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Friend’s House Station,
September 28^ 1864—5 p. m.

Major Fisher:
Nothing new to report this evening. Small parties at work.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department,
September 28. 1864—5 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

(tENERAl : Two batteries of artillery have moved toward Richmond,
passing a point about one mile northwest of Petersburg; also a herd
of cattle.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Walthall Signal Station,
Septemher 28, 1864—6 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer :

All quiet this p. m. The following has been intercepted:

/ 10 A. M.
Colonel B[rent]:

A train ot cars just passed open space to our right of the Jordan house going
toward City Point.

A.,

Sergeant.

(Same to A. B.)

12 M.
Colonel B[rent] :

The enemy have covered some of their works in open space with brush, thinly.
They are working on them. One regiment of cavalry drilling on Point of Rocks.
Heavy dust seen from lower pontoon to the rear of Point of Rocks. Cavalry seen
passing lower pontoon.

J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

4.45 P. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of infantry, followed by five wagons, passed open space going toward
enemy’s front in Petersburg. Fourteen ambulances passed military road going
toward front in Chesterfield. One gun-boat above pontoon.

J. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant
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Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Sional Department,
September 28^ 1864—7.30 p. m.

Mai or-General Humpiireits,
Chief of Staff:

General : Several batteries of artillery passed on the road toward
Richmond this evening. The several lookouts report that movements
of some character were taking place in the Avestern edge of the ci^y

almost all the afternoon. Dust was constantly rising, but the cause
could not be distinguished. Trains Avere passing at intervals through
the entire afternoon in the direction ot Richmond, as seen at several

Ijoints upon the turnpike nortliAvestward of tlie city of Petersburg.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. P. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Orders.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28., 1864.

The following dispositions and arrangements will be made:
1. The whole army will be under arms ready to move at 4 a. m. of

the 29th instant, the men having four days’ rations in the haversacks
and sixty rounds of ammunition on the person. All trains and wagons
will be hitched up, ready to move at the same hour, supply trains with
the prescribed number of rations (six days’), and all the trains with
forage to the extent of their capacity. All surplus supiilies, after the
trains have been loaded, will be removed at once from the depots to

City Point.

2. Major-General Warren will be jirepared to move with not less than
tAvo divisions of his corps, leaving the garrisons of Forts Wadsworth,
Dushane, and Davison, and of the inclosed batteries, and a thin line

befcAveen Fort W’adsworth and Fort Howard.
3. Major-General Parke will be prejiared to leaA^e the defense of the

line between Fort Davis and Fort HoAvard to his Third Division and
the garrisons of Fort Alexander Hays and Fort HoAvard. He will con-

centrate his First and Second Divisions and reserve artillery near the
Gurley house ready for movement.

4. All corps commanders will hold in view tlie contingency of the
withdrawal of their troops from the rifle-pits connecting the inclosed
Avorks, leaving the line from the Aiipomattox to Fort Davison to be held
by the redoubts and inclosed batteries, and the further contingency of
Avithdrawing entirely from the intrenchments.

5. Brigadier-General Gregg will concentrate his cavalry near Robert-
son’s on the Weldon railroad, withdrawing his pickets and iiatrols east
of the Weldon railroad, but making suitable disiiositions to Avatch the
plank road and toAvard Reams’ Station.

6. The troops that move will take with them their intrenching tools,

one-half their ambulances, and one medicine and one hospital Avagon to

each brigade, one-half the small-arm ammunition wagons and one-half
the reserve ammunition wagons of the 12-pounder guns. The spring
wagons and pack animals allowed for headquarters may also accompany
the troops, but no supply trains, forage Avagons, wagons for. sales of
stores to officers, baggage wagons, or sutlers’ wagons Avill be permitted
to accomi)aiiy them.
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28^ 1864—7.30 p. m.

The commanding general enjoins special vigilance and prompt report
of any indications of movement on the part of the enemy to-night and
to-morrow.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

(To corps commanders.)

Orders.] Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sepit^mher 28, 1864.

The following dispositions and arrangements will be made

:

1. The whole army will be under arius ready to move at 4 a. m. of the 29th instant
(to-moiTow morning), the men having four days^ rations in the haversacks and sixty
rounds of ammunition on the person. All trains and wagons will be hitched up,
ready to move at the same hour, supply trains with the prescribed number of rations
(six days’), and all trains with forage to the extent of their capacity. All surplus
supplies, after the trains have been loaded, will be removed at once from the depots
to City Point.

Tlie foregoing is an extract from an order just issued. You will have
your command under arms with their rations, their supply wagons
loaded as directed, and be ready to move at 4 a. m You need not
strike your camp unless you receive further orders. You have already
been directed to send 400 rounds of rifled ammunition to Captain Harn

- at tlie Avery house. You will, in addition, send him at once six empty
wagons to transport Captain Pratt’s ammunition to Fort Morton. Let
them report to Captain Harn as soon as possible.

By command of General Hunt

:

JNO. X. CRAIG,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

(To Capt. Calvin Shaffer, commanding Artillery Park.)

City Point, September 28^ 1864—8.30 a. m.
(Received 12.46 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

It becomes necessary tor me to report that at midnight last night I

received a copy of an order from General Heckman to Colonel Ripley,
commanding parts of the two brigades recently sent to me by General
Butler, to occupy Old Court-House and for other duties, which order
directed Colonel Ripley to strike tents immediately and leave to join
him before daylight. This leaves at Old Court-House but two regi-

ments of new recruits, the Two hundredth and Two hundred and fifth

Pennsylvania Regiments sent by General Butler within the last day
or two, to guard that position and to perform the duties on the works
called for by Major Michler and myself.

H. W. BEN^HAM,
Brigadier- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28^ 1864, (Sent 11.55 i>. m.)

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Engineer Brigade^ City Point

:

The cavalry pickets will be withdrawn to-night. Yon might send
out an advanced post.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 28, 1864.

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., in the Field, Armies of the United States

:

Colonel : I have the honor to solicit your attention to the inclosed

copy of an order published by Major-General Gibbon on the 30th ultimo,

with my indorsement thereon, and to the printed orders of the major-
general commanding the Army of the Potomac confirming and approv-
ing General Gibbon’s order.* It will be seen that General Gibbon
deprived three regiments of his division of the privilege of bearing
colors (they having lost tlieir colors at the battle of Reams’ Station,

August 25); that I approved of the principle, but requested that if

it was adopted the rule might be made general, and affect other corps
as well as my own; and, finally, that General Meade overruled my
suggestion and singled these regiments—the Eighth Yew York Heavy
Artillery, One hundred and sixty-fourth Yew York Volunteers, and
I’liii ty-sixth vVisconsin Volunteers—to be published to the army as hav-
ing rendered themselves unworthy to carry colors. This without
regard to the fact that in the same action other regiments of my com-
mand lost colors, and that but a few days before several regiments of

another corps had met with the same misfortune. Under the circum-
stances, 1 resiiectfully submit that these regiments have been proceeded
against with unnecessary severity, and a slur cast upon the corps which
I have the honor to command, which, in view of the past, might well be
omitted. It is perhaps known to you that this corps never lost a gun
or a (;olor previous to this campaign, though oftener and more desper-
ately engaged than any other corps in this army, or perhaps any otlier

in the country. I have not the means of knowing exactly the number
of guns or colors captured, but I saw myself nine in the hands of oile

division at Antietam, and the official reports show that thirty-four fell

into the hands of the corps at Gettysburg. Before the opening of this

campaign it ha(^ at least captured over half a hundred colors from the
enemy, and never yielded one, though at the cost of 25,000 casualties.

Huring the camt)aign you can judge how Avell the corps has performed
its part. It has captured more guns and colors than all the army com-
bined. Its reverses have not been many, and they began only Avhen
the corps had dissolved to a remnant of its former strength

;
after it

had lost 25 brigade commanders, and over 125 regimental (‘.ommanders,
and over 20,000 men. 1 submit that with tlie record of this corps, that
it is in the highest degree unjust by a retrospective order to publish a
])art of it as unworthy to bear colors. It is not necessary to speak
more particularly as to the injustice done to these regiments, the prin-

ciple discussed covering their case. I may say, however, that these

Sec Gcucriil Orders, No. 63, p.595, and General Orders, No. 37, p. 981.
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regiments first saw service in the field after the battle of Spotsylvania.
At Cold Harbor the colonel of the Thirty-sixth Wisconsin, as gallant a
soldier as ever lived, fell dead on the field, as did the colonel of the
Eighth ^7ew York Heavy Artillery. The colonel of the One hundred
and sixty-fourth New York fell mortally wounded beside his flag on
the breast-works of the enemy. These regiments have since that action
sulfered severely, one of them at least having lost two commanding
ofiicers. 1 respectfully request that their colors may be returned to

them. They are entitled to the same privileges as other regiments

—

that is, the right to strive to avoid the penalties of General Orders, No.
37, current series, headquarters Army of the Potomac.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 28

^
1864. (Eeceived 10 a. m.)

General Williams:
There has been no change in the disposition of troops in my com-

mand since last report. Five deserters came in during the night, but
know of nothing important going on.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864. (Sent 11.35 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps :

The Second Division of the Ninth Corps, massed in rear of the Avery
house, was moved this morning after daylight to the vicinity of the

Gurley house.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 28, 1864. (Received 9.15 p. m.)

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

There is quite sharp musketry on the left—certainly as far to the left

as Fort Hell—interspersed with artillery. The mu^etry seems too

heavy for picket. It sounds like an attack on the picket-line.

WINFD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864—9.15 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps :

What is the musketry and artillery fire about ?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 28^ 1864. (Keceived 9.20 p. m.)

General Humphreys :

Some of the artillery firing is ai)parently further to tlse left than the

plank road. 1 hear no musketry now. It is probable the picket-line

has been driven in. 1 will soon learn.

WmFD S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septemher 28, 1864. (Sent 11 p. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Have you any report of the cause of the musketry and artillery firing

this evening? General Meade is waiting to hear from you to report to

General Grant.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 28, 1864—11 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys:
The first infantry firing commenced about the right of the Ninth

Cor])S i)icket and generally extended to the left. Some of our own was
engaged, but their i^ositiou not distnrbed.

WINKD S. HANCOCK,
Major-General, Commanding.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septemher 28, 1864.

By direction of the commanding general of the army, this corps will

be under arms and ready to move at 4 a. m. of the 29th instant, the
men having four days’ rations in haversack and sixty rounds of ammu-
nition on the person. All trains and wagons will be hitched up ready
to move at the same time, supply trains with the prescribed number of
rations (six days’), and all trains Avith forage to the extent of their

capacity. All surplus supplies, after the trains have been loaded, Avill

be removed at once from the depots to City Point. Commanders will

hold in vieAv the contingency of the withdrawal of their troops from
the ritle-i)its connecting the inclosed works, leaving the line from the
Appomattox to Fort Davis to be held by the redoubts and inclosed
batteries, and the further contingency of withdrawing entirely from the
intrenchnients. The troops that move will take with them their

iiitrenchiiig tools, one-half their ambulances, and one medicine and one
hospital Avagon to each brigade, one-half the small-arm ammunition
wagons, and one-half the reserve ammunition Avagons of the 12-i)ounder
guns. The spring-wagons and pack animals alloAved for headquarters
may also accomjiany the trooiis, but no sujiihy trains, forage AA^agons,

Avagons for sales to ofiicm s, baggage Avagons, or sutlers’ wagons Avill be
08 R R—VOL XLll, PT 11
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I)ermitted to accompany tlicm. The hospitals will be broken up and the
sick removed to City Point to-night. Commanders will see that no
communication is permitted v> ith the enemy to-night on the picket-lines.

By order of Major-General Hancock :

H. H. BINGHAM,
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
SegHeniber 28, 1864. (Keceived 10.11 a. m.)

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual or important tran-

spired in my front during yesterday or last night.

G. K. WAKKEN,
Majar- General, Commandmg.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
September 28, 1864—11 a. m. (Received 11.12 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys:
' I have just seen two deserters from Eightli Georgia Cavalry, who
give important information about the enemy extending his intrench-

ments southwesterly from Petersburg. They were stationed at Poplar
Spring -Church. They are building works on Mr. Peebles’ farm and how
far south they do not know, and think there is a considerable infantry

force in that direction, pretty thick, they say they are, and we would
lose a good many men in getting them away. 1 send the men up at

once.

G. K. WARREN,
Major-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 28, 1864—11.45 a. m.

General Humphreys :

I 'Send up four contrabands from near Reams’ Station and a negro
woman who left Petersburg a week ago. She says all the rich people
have been for three or four weeks moving to Richmond to get where
there was less danger and more necessaries of life. They none of them
know much of importance to us.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864. (Sent 7.10 j). m.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Gregg is directed to make a demonstration upon the enemy’s
left, making a wide detour to the southwest. He will move from Rob-
ertson’s, on the Weldon railroad, as soon after daylight to-morrow as

l)racticable. Should he need infantry supports he will call on you.
A. A. HUIMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff,



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 1075

September 28, 186T—7.30 p. in.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of /Staff :

Gp]NERAL: Cai)tain Jay has Just arrived with the order.* I have
directed all my pickets to remain, as they can be drawn in as fast as
needed in the morning. I have nearly 1,000 men on the south and
west front that are not in contact with the enemy. Those on the
north front about 500 strong, are in contact with the enemy or in

view in places. It is not light enough to move in the morning before 5

a. m., except to the rear.

Kespectfully,
G. K. WAKKEN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 28^ 1864—9.40 p. m.

General Warren:
The firing commenced on the left of the Second Corps, and was prob-

ably due to an attack on their picket-line; it did not extend to my
front. The artillery seemed to take it up all along the right.

JNO. G. PARKE,
. ^ Major-General.

Circular,
^

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
No. 138. i September 28, 1864.

The troops that will be in readiness to move at 4 a. m. will be the
batteries to be designated by Colonel Wainwright, the First Division,

Second Division, and Hofmann’s brigade, of Third Division. Pickets
will not be withdrawn till further orders. All the other provisions of
the above order* will at once be comjdied with by eacli division com-
mander and the commander of the Artillery Brigade.
By command of Major-General Warren

:

FRED. T; LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 28, 1864.

Brigadier-General Crawford,
Conimandinff Third Dhnsion

:

General: The major-general commanding instructs me to say that
you can hold the line westward from Fort Howard with General Bragg’s
brigade, keeping Colonel Hofmann in reserve. If necessary. General
Bragg’s troo])s can form but one line only (rank).

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adj ii taut- Genera 1.

See Orders, i). 1069.
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Headquarters Armies oe the United States,
September 28^ 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside,
Providence., R. I.:

A^oii will please direct the return, without delay, to the Army of the
Potomac of all yonr staff except the personal aides de camp.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenan t- General.

PIeadquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sej)temher 28, 1864—1 a. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs J^hat your Second Division,
now encamped in rear of the Avery house, be moved to-morrow [this]

morning, as soon after full daylight as practicable, to the vicinity of
the Gurley house, and in such a manner as to attract the attention of
the enemy.

A. A. HUMPHKEA^S,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Ninth Army 'Gorps,
September 28, 1864.

Brigadier-General Potter,
Commanding Second, Division

:

General: The foregoing is by the direction of the commanding
. general respectfully submitted for your guidance. The dispatch fully

explains itself, and the details are left to your own judgment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. 0. YOUNGMAN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Second Division, Ninth Army Corps,
September 28, 1864.

Brigade commanders will have their commands ready to move at

daylight.
By command of Brigadier-General Potter:

SAME. WEIGHT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Let reveille be beaten in the morning with as much noise as possible.

S. W.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 28, 1864—9.30 a. m. (Eeceived 10.15 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

1 liave the honor to report that nothing unusual trans])ired along iny

lines during the past twenty-four hours. If coini)atible witli juiblic

interest, I would like to know whether the movement of the Second
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Divisioii to the vicinity of tlie Gurley house is permanent or merely
temporary, in order that instructions may be issued in reference to

camping the men.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28j 1864. (Sent 11.15 a. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

Will communicate with you during the day concerning the Second
Division.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Parke :

General Hancock reports the heavy firing, artillery and infantry,

about 9 p. m., was on your front. Please report what you know about it.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 28, 1864. (Sent 11.15 p. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The musketry firing this evening is said to have been from your
pickets. What was the cause and result?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 28, 1864—11.50 p. m.

Major-General Meade,
Commanding

:

After the musketry affair was over, I received the following report
from General Ferrero, commanding Third Division:

I have the honor to report that tlie nttaek Avas made on the left of the Second
Corps, ;ind did not reach my line.

E. FERRERO,
BrUjadier- (i enera I

.

From my quarters all the artillery firing appeared from Fort Davis and
works to the right. The musketry seemed to be about the junction of
onr pickets and those of the Second Corps. It was accompanied with
slight cheering, and seemed an attack on our x)ick(‘t-line, but on receiv-
ing General Ferrero’s report I made no further investigation. I will,

however, send to him and learn if he has any further information from
his line.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major-General.
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Headquarters Xtnth Army Corps,
- Se/ptemher 28^ 1864—12 m.

Major-General Humphreys :

1 received yours and General Meade’s dispatch about firing at the
same time, and replied directly to him. General Ferrero has since

reported that the firing was caused by relieving pickets, and did com-
mence on his right. No casualties.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Second Div., Cavalry Corps,
No. 99. ( September 28, 1864.

The following assignments of batteries attached to this division are

liereby made : Battery I, Thirst U. S. Artillery, to the Second Brigade
(Colonel Smith); Battery A, Second U. S. Artillery, to the First Bri-

gade (Brigadier-General Davies).

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
IT. C. AVETR,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
September 28^ 1864—7,45 p. m.

Brig. Gen. H. E. Davies,
Commanding First Brigade^ Second Cavalry Division t

General: The general commanding directs that you at once con-

centrate your brigade and move it to the ])osition now occupied by the
Second Brigade on the plank road. Have issued to your command
three days’ rations and two days’ forage from to-morrow morning. No
wagons will accompany your command save one for your headquai ters.

All other ‘wagons will be packed and sent to park with the division

train. Have a full sui)])lyof ammunition issued to your command. As
the division will move, the necessary ambulances and ammunition
wagons will be in readiness at the headquarters. Remove everything
from your present canq) not required to comply with this order to the
division wagon train.

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg:
H. C. \\ EIR,

Assistant Adjutant-General. -

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 28, 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division.) Cavalry:

('OLONEL: The general commanding directs that you at once con-

<*entrate your brigade, withdrawing all your pickets and patrols east of

the Weldon railroad, and be in readiness to move at 4 o’clock to-mor-

row morning. One regiment of your brigade will be posted on the

l)lank road to watch that road, and in the direction of Reams’ Station.

Vour regiments will be sup])lied with three days’ subsistence and two
days’ forage, and the usual amount of ammunition. No wagons will be



Chap. LIX^.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 1079

allowed to accompany your brigade save one for your own headquar-
ters. All other wagons will be packed and sent to the division train.

No supplies of any character must be left in camp, but all the camps
must be entirely bi oken up.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIE,

Asslntant Adjutayit- General.

City Point, Ya., tleptemher 28, 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Butler :

1 see a pontoon train being towed up the river. Will it not attract

attention and put the enemy on his guard?
IJ. S. GEANT,

IAeutenaHt- General.

City Point, Va., September 28, 1864—4 p. m.

Major-General Butler :

Nothing has been said about troops at Dutch Gap. I expect all of

them, except a small garrison for the fort, to join your forces.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Butler’s Headquarters,
September 28, 1864—5 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The whole force save 150 men were withdrawn last night. The
enemy have been shelliug the empty place all day.

b‘. f. butlee,
Major-General.

* City Point, September 28, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

Make any change you please in garrisons below the Appomattox. I

oidy intend to be understood that all points now garrisoned would con-

tinue to be garrisoned.

U. 8. GEANT,
TAentena nt- General.

City Point, September 28, 1864.

Lieutenant Davenport,
General ButleAs Staff:

A deserter has cume in this- morning on the left of onr line from the
Sixth Virginia, who reports that Field’s and Hoke’s divisions have
gone to Early. Gneofourmen left Eichmond yesterday about noon,
lip to which time there had been no movement of troops through the
city. Please let me know as soon as you can verify the above or the
contrary.

SHAEPE,
Colonel.
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General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Department of Va. and IST. C.,

No. 115. ] In the Fields t^eptemher 28^ 1864.

Lieut. Col. E. W. Smith, assistant adjutaut-^^’eneral, is hereby
aiiiiounced as assistant adjutant-general of the Department of Vir-
ginia and North Carolina.

By command of Major-General Butler:
ISRAEL R. SEALY,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
September 28

j
1864—1.15 a. m.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding.) &c.

:

Are you moving to-night? At what time did the movement begin?
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major- General) Commanding.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 28^ 1864—1.35 a. m. (Received 1.49 a. m.)

Major-General Butler :

1 am not moving to-night. The arrangement, as I understood it, was
that I should commence movement Wednesday to Bermuda. Please
answer.

D. B. BIRNEY,
Major-General.

Hdqrs.’Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina,
September 28

j
1864—1.45 a. m.

General Birney :

You had better move to-night so as to have your troops fresh to-mor-

row to prepare for embarkation.
BENT. F. BUTLER,

Major-General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
September 28

^
1864. (Received 2.20 a. m.)

Major-General Butler:
Your dis])atch received. I regret tlie misunderstanding, but it would,

in my opinion, be too late to move to-night. I will, with your i)ermis-

sion, not start until to-morrow evening, and will promise to not delay
the boats at all. My preparations are all made for that time, and I can
complete them without confusion then.

1). B. BIRNEY.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
[September\ 28, 1864.

General D. B. Birney :

As you please; only give sufficient rest.

B. F. BUTLER.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
i^eptemher 28^ 1864—7 a. m. (Keceivecl 7.07 a. m.)

Major-General Birney:
Xbe eiiemj^ cannot see you as you cross the pontoon at Broadway, if

you are out of their sight in the marsh. I do not know how it may be
about the dust.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General.

ITeadquarters Army of the James,
September 28, 1864—10.20 a. m.

Major-General Birney,
Commanding Tenth Corps:

I have ordered the First Maryland Cavalry to report back to you
as infantry. It is impossible to mount them in season for operations.

Their commanding officer will meet you at my headquarters this after-

noon. How many of the Fourth Massachusetts can you possibly spare
me'^ Do as well as you can.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Marching ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Orders. ) Before Petersburg, Va., September 28, 1864.

Tills command will move promptly at 3 p. m. for Bermuda, crossing
the Appomattox River at Broadway Landing, and keejiing out of sight
of the enemy by marching on the right-hand road. The following will

be the order: the First, Second, and Third. Each command will take
with it, in rear in wagons, lifty rounds of small-arm ammunition, besides
hfty rounds on person. The Artillery Brigade will move during the
day, halting in the oiien field beyond department headquarters, wherein
SerrelPs engineer battalion is encamped, waiting further orders. The
general trains will move precisely at 9 x>* ui., halting for orders in the
same field that the Artillery Brigade is ordered to halt. The medical
director will order ten ambulances to report to the surgeon-in-chiet of

each division, to follow in its rear. All wagons accompanying the
tr()ox)s must, during the daytime, be stripped of covers. Enough has
been said about straggling on former occasions, and rules laid down
wliicli, if enforced, will eftectually prevent it. The troops should march
light, and not be encumbered with useless clothing and articles, as iqion

reacliing our destination transportation will be limited and the work
(piick and shaiqi. The subsistence and quartermasters departments
have received orders to load the trains with the usual supplies.

By command of Major-General Birnev:
E. L. FORD,

Captain, Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
No. 30. ) In the Field, September 28, 1864.

Hereafter the commissaries or acting commissaries of subsistence of
the brigades of this cor])s will, on the march or during active oper-

ations, accompany their commands. The division commissaries of sub-
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sisteiice will remain witli the supply trains of their divisions and will

he held responsible that the wagons are loaded with the subsistence
stores ordered, and that the stores are duly forwarded to the troo])S.

J3y command of Major-tleneral Birney :

E. L. FORD,
Captain^ Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Marching ) Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Orders. ) In the Fields near Beep Bottom^ Tu., Septemher 28., 1864.

The troops of this command will be in readiness to move to-morrow
promptly at 4 a. m. Coffee should be partaken by the men before 3.30

a. m. The troops will move in light marching order, and each man
will carry with him but one blanket.

.
Knapsacks and overcoats must

be left inside the fortifications at Deep Bottom under charge of the
Two hundred and third Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel
Moore commanding. Ko baggage wagons of any description will

ac(*ompany the troops.

By command of Major-General Birney:
E. L. ford.

Captain^ Aide-de-Gamp and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. First Div., Tenth Army Corps,
No. 13li.

) Before Fetersburg. Fu., September 28, 1864.
* * ^ * * * *

4. MaJ. IT. W. Camp, Tenth Connecticut A^olunteers, is hereby as-

signed to duty as acting assistant adjutant-general. Third Brigade,
and will report to Colonel INaisted, commanding Third Brigade, imme-
diately.

By order of Bvt. Maj. Gen. A. H. Terry:
A. TERRY,

.
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, September 28, 1864.

Major-General Ord,
Commanding Eighteenth Corps

:

Pursuant to the verbal directions and written instructions of the
lieutenant-general commanding, the Army of the James is about to

make a movement on the north side of the James River.

ITS OB.TEirr

Is to surprise the Confederate forces in our front here, and, passing them,
to get possession of the city of Richmond. Failing that, to make such
serious and determined demonstration to that end as shall draw re-en-

forcements from the right of the enemy’s line in sulficient numbers so

as to enable the Army of the Potomac to move upon the enemy’s com-
munication near Petersburg. The forces appropriated to this jiurpose

are so much of the Army of the James as can be spared from the lines

at Bermuda Hundred and the garrisoned posts on the river, the

strength of which forces you know.
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THE MANNER IN WHICH THE MOVEMENT IS TO BE MADE.

The acting chief of engineers will have caused, by 12 o’clock midnight
of the 28th instant, a sufficient pontoon bi idge, Avell covered to jirevent

noise, to be laid from the road on the south side of the James to a point
near Varina or Aiken’s Landing. The Eighteenth Army Corps, with
the exception of the colored division at Deep Bottom, will move across
that bridge and make an attack ux)on the enemy’s line in the manner
hereinafter to be detailed. At the same time the Tenth Corps Avill

cross the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom and make in like manner and
at the same time demonstration in connection Avith the Third Division
of the Eighteenth Corps from that point.

THE POSITION AND NUMBERS OF THE ENEMAS

As near as can be ascertained, the enemy hold a line of earth-works
starting at a point at or near Cox’s Ferry, at a station called by them
Signal Hill, running thence easterly in the rear of Cox’s overseer’s house;
from theuce to a point in the rear of J. Aiken’s house to the hill in rear
of the point marked ^‘New Market” on the map, across the Varina road,

partially along the Kingsland road, which line, it is believed, terminates
substantially as a continuous intrenched line at that point. Most of the
line has abatis but no ditch. The trooxis holding that line, from all the
information gathered, are Bushrod Johnson’s (Tennessee) brigade, about
450 men for duty, with its i)ickets advanced beyond Cox’s overseer’s

house toward Dutch Gai), holding the line nearly three-quarters of a
mile beyond that point to a iioint near the Varina road, at a point about
300 yards to the Avest of AAdiich the line of breast-Avorks terminates, to

be resumed on the other side of road. Tlie Twenty-fifth Virginia (City

Battalion), numbering not to exceed 200 men for duty, are extended
along the line toAvard Euffin’s house, in front of our x>osition at Deex)
Bottom. They are there joined by Benning’s old (Georgia) brigade,
(commanded by Colonel Du Bose, numbering about 400 men, who are
extended along the line jiast Buffin’s house, the xRcket-liue being near
the house of J. Aiken. Tliey are there joined by Gregg’s (Texas) bri-

gade, numbering about 400 men for duty, who extend along the line to

a. i)lace called New Market, where the enemy have a xR'Gtty strong
Avork on a height commanding the New Market road. These are all

the infantry forces, except a battalion of militia reserves, numbering
about 175 men for duty, who are in camx) some distance to the rear,

Avlio form a connecting line between Johnson’s brigade and the City
Battalion. Tliese reserves are comx)osed of soldiers beloAv the age of
eighteen and above the age of forty-five; but they, Avitli the City Bat-
talion, have never been under lire. At the xihice marked on the map
‘‘Drill-Room” is stationed a regiment believed to be about 400 men, the
Seventh South Carolina ( -avalry. At the place marked “ Sweeney’s
Pottery” Wade IIamx)ton’s Legion, numbering about 400 men, are sta-

tioned on the easterly side of Pour-Mile Creek and Bailey’s Run, ax)])ar-

eiitly to guard the road b^^ which General Hancock advanced over
Strawberry Plains from beloAv Four-Mile Creek, and xdcketing towhird
Mah^ern Hill. In the rear, at the intersection of the roads near the iioint

marked “ W. Throgmorton” is a regiment, the Twenty-fourth Virginia
(Rivalry, numbering about 400 men. On Chaffin’s farm there is no gar-

rison, excei)t about 100 heavy artillerists, holding that x)i‘^ce as an
intrenched camp. It is also a cam}) for the sick and convalescents of

the Virginia battalion. There are then no other troops between the
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troopwS herein enumerated and Eichmond, except an artillery company
in each of the detached works of that class numbered 23 on the map,
and the one at ‘^Toll-Gate” and the ^‘Eace-Conrse.” The continuous line

of works shown on the map is wholly unoccupied. It will be seen, there-

fore, that these bodies of which we have knowledge, if the information
is. correct, should be 2,875 men, and it may be safely predicated that
there are not 3,000 effective men outside of the limits of the city of
Eichmond on the north side of the river. It is upon this information,
which is fully credited, that the movement is largely based.

THE MEANS OF RE-ENFORCEMENT BY THE ENEMY.

There are between the Appomattox and the James less than 3,500 men
holding a line nearly ten miles in extent, and the nearest considerable
body of Confederate troops are massed some seven miles still farther off’

below Petersburg. Most of the force between the Appomattox and the
James is directly in the front of our lines and cannot be much depleted.
Their means of crossing the river are by the pontoon bridge, one between
the fortifications of Drewry’s Bluft’ on the west and Chaffin’s farm on
the east of the James. These fortifications are about a mile apart, and
have two or three barbette guns bearing on the bridge-heads. There is

no other tete-de-pont. This is a pontoon bridge and is above fortifica-

tions at Chaffin’s on the one side and below Drewry’s on the other.

These fortifications are about a mile apart. Next a trestle-work bridge,

with schooners for a draw, at a j)oint opposite the place of William
Throgmorton at the mouth of Falling Creek Landing on the westerly
side of the river at the southerly side of the mouth of the creek; again,

a trestle bridge at a point opposite Colonel Knight’s house, another
trestle bridge nearly opposite the battery marked 23 on plan. These
last three have no tetes de-pout on the north side.

THE MANNER OF ATTACK.

A large element of the complete success of this movement depends
upon its celerity and the co-operation in point of time of the several

commands in the attack. It is proposed that Major-General Ord
shall dispose one of the divisions of his corps in such positions

as to mass them near Aparina on the north bank during the night,

silently, so as not to be observed by the enemy, and fronc thence
just before daybreak, which is assumed to be 4.30 a. m., and that
will govern in point of time, to make a sudden, sharp attack in

column uj)on the enemy’s lines nearly opposite his position upon the
Yarina road. At the sanu'. time General Birney, having massed su(*h

divisions as he chooses, or using the Third Division of the Eighteenth
Corps, at Deep Bottom, for that purpose, for which it will temporarily
report to him, will make a like attack, substantially at the point where
he attacked before in the late essay a(Toss tbe James, and endeavor to

carry the New Market road and the heights adjacent, if he cannot
turn them to the left without too great loss. If successful, and as soon
as the way can be opened, General Kantz’s cavalry, having b(‘en mass(*d

near the pontoon bridge at Deep Bottom, and crossing while the attack
is going on, Avill immediately push out, attempt to cross tlie New
Market road, turning the enemy’s forces and left tlank, if possible,

avoiding a fight as a preference, and attempt to reach the Central, or,

as it is (*alled in the country thei e, the Darbytown road. It successful

in striking that road General Kantz is to make the utmost diligence
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and celerity of marcbiiig; up that road toward Richmoud, or if he finds

himself opposed in sucli manner as to render it advisable he will still

farther flank to the right and strike the Charles City road, as both
roads lead into the city within a mile of each other.

If General Ord is successful in passing the enemy’s line in his front

he is to move right on up the Variua road and endeavor to reach the
intrenched cam]) at Chafiin’s farm, and, if imssible, to take it, and
secure and destroy the pontoon crossing just above. Perhaps General
Ord will find the better way to take the works at Chaffin’s farm is to

X)ass them by the Varinaroad, or turn them near the house of J. Aiken,
and pass to the rear, as the demoralization of their defenders, if any
get there from Johnson’s command, will be greater when they find

themselves cut off from Richmond. General Ord will observe that the
Varina road runs Avithin tAvo miles of the river, and he maybe annoyed
by the enemy’s gun-boats, but they Avould seem to amount to an annoy-
ance only at that distance

;
yet an attemx)t to take the Avork would

seem to be the most feasible from the northwest side of tlie salient

extending in that direction, as there he Avill be entirely prote(;ted by
the high bluff' from the fire of the enemy’s gun-boats. But much of this

detail, of course, must be left to his discretion on the ground, Avhich he
is enjoined to use largely as to modes and places of attack. General
Ord is ex])ressly cautioned, hoAvever, to lose no time in attemi)ting to

envelop Chaffin’s farm, but rather, if he can take the line of Avorks

extending across his path, to place Avhat in his judgment may be
a sufficient force, Avitli orders to intrench, so as to hold the bridge, and
with the rest of his forces to push up toward the New Market road, at

the junction of AAdiich A\ ith the Varina road he Avill probably be met
Avith some force, that being near the station of the cavalry. If Cliaf-

fin’s farm can be taken a force should be detached to hold it, although
it becomes of minor im])ortance, except as a possible bridge-head for a
new pontoon bridge to be thrown, brought from the Appomattox; but
that is a question of time. Leaving sufficient force to protect his rear
from the enemy, crossing after striking the New Market junction, at

which x)oint it is hoped he Avill be joined by General Birney, who will

have proceeded up the New Market road. General Ord will moA^e to

the left and attempt to strike the Richmond and Osborne old turnpike,
and also to detach a force and destroy or hold the bridge next above,
and proceed onward up that road until its junction Avith the New Mar-
ket road, at Avhich point the only other force of the enemy is supi)osed
to be found in the garrisons of the detached works. Again, an attempt
should be made to destroy the bridges opposite Battery 23. If these
bridges can be destroyed with reasonable celerity, there can be but lit-

tle (loubt of the comiffete success of the movement.
Meanwhile, General Birney Avill have moved by the NeAV Market

road u]) to the point of intersection, where it may be necessary to turn
the Avorks by a flank movement to the left in the direction marked on
The map, ‘^Cox,” but that, like the other method of attack, must be left

largely to the discretion of General Birney. As soon as possible after

the advance has been made from Deep Bottom, whether the attack is

made by the Third Division of the Eighteenth Corps or a division of

the Tenth Corps, the Third Division, uiuhu' General lhaine, Avill have
position upon tlie left of General Birney’s column of march, so that
Avhen the junction is formed Avith General Ord that division may
leport to him, relieved from its temporary assignment to duty Avith

the Tenth Corps.
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The commanding general of the army will endeavor to keep him-
self in communication with the corps commanders, so as to afford

any direction, advice, or assistance that may he in his power, and
by being kept advised of the movements of the one and the other
of the corps commanders, as well as the command ot General Kautz,
he maybe thus enabled to secure more i)erfect co-operation than would
otherwise be possible. If the movement is made Avith celerity; if the
march is held uninterruptedly as much as possible, and if in the first

attack the element of unity of time is observed, which has been greatly

neglected in some of the movements of the army, we shall gain over
the enemy, so far as any considerable re-enforcements are concerned,
some eight to twelve hours, and perhaps more of valuable time, which
ought not to be lost, and which should bring us far on our journey in

the twelve miles which Ave are to go.

As the force of the enemy is so small, there Avill need be none of

those delays for deployments which generally take so much time in

movements on the enemy. If we are not mistaken in the force

opposed to us, and if Ave are not Ave shall learn it very early, that
force nor any other that may be got on that side of the river for six

hours need give ns no alarm or trouble; nor, indeed, when the two
corps have joined, need we fear any force which the enemy, by
possibility can detach from his army Avithout abandoning his position

on the right altogether, in Avhich case Ave shall be likely to get
re enforcements nearly as early as he Avili. Upon approaching the
detached works at Richmond, if we are fortunate enough to sncceed
so far, as they Avill be found to be some three-quarters of a mile apart,

and not connected Avitli rifle-pits, and as they are all open in the rear,

a quick movement of a small column of troops between them Avill

put them into the hands of the attacking party. Of course, receiving
the fire of the heavy guns in position, which are manned by inex-

perienced artillerists, and are therefore far less destructive than light

guns in the same position, getting betAveen two of their works, so as to

get into the rear, would open the gates of Richmond.

AVHAT IS TO BE DONE IN RICHMOND.

Whatever division or other body of troops shall get into Richmond
it Avill be their duty immediately, Avithout Avaiting for parley or

doing anything else, to proceed at once to the bridges across the
James River, seizing upon inhabitants to guide them for that pur-

pose, if necessary, and destroy them. Fire is the readiest way of
destroying bridges such as these are—of wooden spans. As soon
as that destruction has been accomplished, then, unless both columns
and the cavalry column have reached the city, as large a body as can
possibly be spared Avill be sent to open the way upon the road by
Avhi(*h such tardy column is supposed to be advancing, by a sharp
attack upon any enemy opposing in the rear. Xo large body of troops,

it is believed, Avill be needed for this purpose, as the enemy, under
such circumstances, aa ould make no stand. In case a portion of the
troops reach Richmond, and the troops holding either bridge-head
beloAv Richmond are attacked, they are to hold the ground as long as
possible, having, the moment that they strike the point Avhich they intend
to hold, strengthened themselves by intrenchment as much as possible,

for which reason the battalion of engineers has been ordered to report
to Major-General Ord and Avill be aatII at the front, furnished with their

intrenching tools. In case the troops guarding the bridges are forced.
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back they will retire upon the i)Osition held by our army, uot allowing
the enemy to get between them and the main body. In case any por
tion ot the troops have reached Kichmond, andthoseoutsideareattacked
by a force of the enemy, Avhich they are unable to resist, they will retire

toward Kichmond and not from it, it being intended, it the town is

once reached, to hold itat all risks andatall hazards, and all commanders
of divisions and others in adva^nce are especially cautioned not to recog-

nize or regard flags of (nice, if any are sent, but, immediately receiving
the bearer, to press on. It will be time enough to deal with dags of

truce after the object of the expedition is accomplished.

DETAILS OF THE MARCH AND OF THE EQUIPMENT OF THE TROOPS.

As SO much depends upon the celerity of movement, and the distance
over which we are to move is so short, the troops will leave everything
except a single blanket rolled over their shoulders and haversack with
three days’ cooked rations and sixty rounds of cartridges in their car-

tridge-boxes and on their persons. All tents, camping equipage, and
cooking utensils are to be left behind. No wagon will be allowed to

cross the river without orders from these headquarters. The wagon
trains, however, will be supplied with six days’ rations and half-forage

for the same time and forty rounds of extra ammunition per man,
reedy to start as soon as ordeied. As this movement will necessarily
be a failure if it degenerates into an artillery duel, there is no neces-
sity for any artillery to cross until after the attem])t to carry the first

line of works, and then only such batteries as have been designated in

the conversation between the commanding general and his corps com-
manders.
The two batteries of horse artillery reporting to General Kautz will

cross and travel with him. Ambulances will be parked near the south-
ern head of each pontoon bridge ready to be used when occasion re-

quires. Hosiiital boats will be at Deep Bottom for the purpose of re-

ceiving any wounded. General Kautz will take with him three days’
cooked rations per man and what forage he can conveniently carry.

Assuming that he is better jnouuted than the enemy’s cavalry, and
fresh, he will have no difficulty in case it should be necessary to cut
loose from the infantry column and circle the city as far as may be
necessary, remembering always that celerity of movement in cavalry,

in a far greater degree than infantry, is the principal means of success.

The commanding general cannot refrain in closing these instructions

from pressing one or two points upon the attention of corps commanders

:

Thrst, the necessity of being ready to move and moving at the moment
designated; second, the fact that the commanding general is under no
substantial mistake in regard to the force to be at first encountered,
and therefore there is no necessity of time spent in reconnoitering or
taking special care of the Hanks of the moving columns. The com-
manding general would also recommend to the corps commanders, as
soon as it may be done with safety from discovering the movement, to

impress upon each of the division commanders, with directions for them
to transmit the information through their subordinates even to the
privates, of the number and kind of troops we are required to meet, so

there may be no panic from sui)posed Hanking movements of the enemy
or attacks in the rear, always a source of demoi alization when the troo])s

do not understand the force of the enemy. Let us assure and instruct
our men that we are able to light anything we will find either in front

or Hank or rear, wherever they may haiiiien to be.
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Lastly, tlie commanding general will recommend for promotion to the
next higher grade the brigadier-general commanding division, colonel
commanding brigade, and so down to all officers and soldiers of the
leading division, brigade, or regiment which first enters Eichmond, and
he doubts not that his recommendation will be approved by the lieu-

tenant-general, and acted upon by the President, and if Richmond is

taken he will pledge to the division, brigade, or regiment first entering
the city, to each offi('er and man six months’ extra pay. While making
this offer so general to officers and men, the commanding general de-

sires to say that he has not included the major-generals commanding
(*.orps because lie knows of no in^ientive which could cause them to do
their duty with more promptness and efficiency than they will do it.

be'nj. f. butler.
Major- General^ Commandinff.

(Coi)ies to Major-General Birney, commanding Tenth Corps, and
Brigadier-General Kautz, commanding division of cavalry.)

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 28, 1861.

Major-General Ord,
Gommcmding Eighteenth Army Corps:

You Avill make arrangements for holding your line between the Ap-
pomattox and the James with the Provisional Brigade. I have taken
from it only two battalions, which you report unfit for field duty, and
shall add a regiment to your moving column instead. You can move
them at such time during the day, and supply their jilace, in such
manner as you see fit, Avith your Provisional Brigade and such other
troops as you may deem necessary. You can move them at any time
during the day. Their exhibition on your line can do you no harm;
indeed, a little parade of them might aid.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commandimj.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 28, 1804—10 a. m. (Received 10.26 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Paine,
Commanding at Deep Bottom :

Of course, you Avill use your discretion as to Avhat troops you Avill leave

behind that you think are not fit for service. The tAvo regiments at

Pocahontas and Harrison’s Landing Avill be Avith you in the course of

the day. General Birney Avill have a new regiment, which he aauII

probably leave in your Avorks.

BEYJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

liEADQtJARTERS ARMY OF THE JAMES,
September 28, 1861.

Brigadier-General Marston.
Commanding at Fort Pocahontas

:

You Avill send Avith the utmost i)0ssible dispatch the tAvo (•olored regi-

meut$> to Deep Bottom to report to General Paine. They Avill not stop
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at City Point, but proceed directly up tbe river. You will send tbe
Eigbty-nintli New York to the wharf this side of the pontoon bridge,
near the Point of Eocks. You will garrison your post with the forces
that are left. Please send me any information you may have received
during the day, even if it requires a special boat.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Fort Pocahontas, Ya., September 28^ 1864.

Major-General Butler :

At the earliest possible moment I sent to recall the expedition sent
out yesterday morning beyond the Ohickahominy. It has not yet re-

turned, nor have I received any message from you as I expected to do.

I have no water transportation here to move artillery or cavalry, and
not daring to wait longer have sent forward the colored regiments and
the Eighty-ninth New York, agreeable to the orders received last even-
ing.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GILMAN MAESTON,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 28, 1864.

Colonel Potter,
Commanding Provisional Brigade

:

You will send ’ two of your best companies to Bermuda Hundred,
under a major, to relieve the Fortieth Massachusetts. Let it be done at

once.
E. O. C. OED,

Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding Corps.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
September 28, 1864.

The commander of the Fortieth Massachusetts, on duty at Bermuda
Hundred, will, with his regiment, report as soon as relieved to Colonel
Potter at these headquarters.

E. O. C. OED,
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Headquarters Separate Brigade,
Fort Pocahontas, Va., September 28, 1864.

Major Lewis,
Eighty-ninth New Yorlc Volunteers

:

Major: You will immediately embark your regiment on board the
steamer Ella and proceed forthwith to Bermuda Hundred and reij^ortto

the headquarters of the Department of Yirginia and North Carolina.

60 R R—VOL XLII, PT ll
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Any surplus arms you may have on hand you will take along with jmu
to Bermuda Hundred and turn them over to the ordnance officer at that
place. Surplus ammunition will he turned over to the commanding
officer of the Thirty-eighth Kew Jersey Volunteers.

By command of Brigadier-General Marston

:

J. E. FULLOOTON,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Separate Brigade,
Fort Pocahontas^ Va.. Septeynber 1864-.

Major Lewis,
Eighty-ninth New Yorlc

:

Major : Agreeably to orders just received from Alajor-General But-
ler, you will, instead of landing at Bermuda Hundred, proceed up the
Appomattox and disembark at Broadway Landing, near the pontoon
bridge.

By command of Brig. Gen. G. Marston:
J. E. FULLONTOhT,

Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and Ii^orth Carolina,
In the Field.) September 28^ 1864.

Brigadier-General Kautz,
Commanding Cavalry Division

:

General: I find it impossible to equip and mount the First Mary-
land Cavalry in season. Tlierefore, I have ordered them to report back
to Major-General Birney.

I have the honor to be, very resnectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General) Commanding.

Washington, I). C., September ^,9, 1864—9.40 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point) Ya.

:

I hope it will lay no constraint on you, nor do harm anyway, for me
to say I am a little afraid lest Lee sends re-enforcements to Early, and
thus enables him to turn uxion Sheridan.

A.-LIhTCOLlS^.

Deep Bottom, Septeniher 29) 1864—1.40 p. m.
(Received 3.JO p. m.)

President A. Lincoln:

Your dispatch just received. I am taking steps to prevent Lee
sending re-enforcements to Early by attacking him here. Our advance
is now within six miles of Richmond and luive captured some very
strong inclosed forts, some hfteen or more piei'cs of artillery and sev-
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eral hundred prisoners. Although I have been at the front, I can give

no estimate of our losses. About 600 wounded men, however, have
been brought in.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- Oeneral.

Chaffin’s Farm, September 29^ 1864—10.45 a. m.
(Eeceived 12.55 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington

:

General Ord’s corps advanced this morning and carried the very-

strong fortifications and long line of intrenchnients below Chaffin’s

farm, with some 15 pieces of artillery and from 200 to 300 prisoners.

General Ord Avas wounded in the leg, though not dangerously. Gen-
eral Birney advanced at the same time from Deep Bottom, and carried

the New Market road and intrenchnients and scattered the enemy in

every direction, though he captured but few. He is now pushing on
toward Eichmond. I left General Birney AAffiere the Mill road intersects

the Ncav Market and Eichmond roads. The whole country is filled

Avith field fortifications thus far.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Deep Bottom, September 29^ 1864—1 p. m.

Major-General Halleck,
Washington:

Kautz’s cavalry was in sight of Eichmond at last accounts, on the
Darbytown road. A division of infantry has been sent to his support.
I did not expect to carry Eichmond, but was in hopes of causing the
enemy so to weaken the garrison of Petersburg as to be able to carry
that place. The great object, however, is to prevent the enemy send-
ing re-enforcements to Early.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenaiit- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29^ 1864-^9,30 a, m. (Sent 10.35 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Deep Bottom:

Warren reports four regiments infantry (rebel) moving down Squirrel
Level road. Gregg has sent commands toward Eeams’ Station, and is

moving on the Wyatt road, feeling for the enemy’s left. Signal officers

report the enemy having struck their camps in the vicinity of the lead-
Avorks, but no movement i^erceptible.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- Ge^ieral.

The operator will inquire whether General Grant has left City Point,
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Enemy’s First Line, September 29^ 1864—9.30 a. m.
(Received 10.35 a. m.)

Major-General Meade :

We are now on enemy’s first line. General Ord lias carried Oliafiin’s

farm. Onr lines still advancing.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

O. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel., dre.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864—12 m.

General U. S. Grant:
Tlie following dispatch has just been received from Major Fisher,

chief signal ofiicer:

General Humphreys:

Station near Friend^s House,
September 29, 1864—11.40 a. m.

A column of troops numbering about 2,000 has just passed toAvard Richmond on a
side road along the Richmond turnpike. Trains were moving upon the turnpike at

the same time, and are still moAdng. At present a Avell closed up column is entering
Petersburg at the cross-roads. There were at least 4,000 in this column; I did not
see the head of it.

B. F. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

General Meade has gone to General Warren’s headquarters.
S. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Meade:

In the Field,
Junction of Varina and New Market Roads,

[September 29, 1864]—12.15 p. m.

Signal ofiicer reports train of sixteen cars, heavily loaded with troops,

from Petersburg to Richmond.
BEKJ. F. BUTLER,

Major-General.

Deep Bottom, September 29, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
Re-enforcements are beginning to come from Petersburg. I doubt

whether it will be advisable for you to make any advance this evening,
but this I leave to your judgment. The works carried this morning are

very formidable, equal to Warren’s inclosed works. One that I Avasin
had two 8 or 9 inch columbiads and a number of small rifle guns, besides
one lOO-pounder Parrott. Since writing the above I have received re-

ports of large forces moving from Petersburg toward Richmond. If

this continues it may be well for you to attack this evening.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General,
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 29^ 1864—3.30 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Gregg lias been out in a westerly and soutliwesterly direction, and
on each road has found the enemy in force. A reconnaissance in

Ferrero’s front between the Jerusalem plank road and Strong house
found the enemy’s works occupied in force. Signal officers report no
movement or change in the enemy in our front. Under these circum-

stances, I take it the troops seen going to Eichmond are Hoke’s division,

which was in reserve on the enemy’s left. I shall not therefore make a
movement to the left to-day, as it would hardly amount to anything, it

being now so late. I have, however, sent a brigade of infantry to re-

(‘onnoiter at Poplar Spring Church, where the enemy are reiiorted in-

trenched. I have also sent out parties to hunt for road, and shall be
prepared to advance at daylight to-morrow. We are all delighted to

hear of the brilliant success of the movements to-day.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29^ 1864—3.55 p. m. (Sent 4.30 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following has just been received from the chief signal officer:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
CMef of Staff

:

In addition to the troops reported moving in and out of Petersburg, a body of
about 1,000 infantry and 200 cavalry moved southward from Petersburg about 1 p. m.
At 3.30 1^. m. a column of about 3,000 infantry moved toward Richmond on a road
about one mile northwest from Petersburg.

B. F. FISHER,
Major and CMef Signal Officer.

S. WHLLTAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant :

The following is forwarded for your information:

Two batteries of artillery have moved toward Richmond, passing a point about
one mile northwest of Petersburg, also a herd of cattle.

B. F. FISHER,
Major and CMef Signal Officer.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistaiit Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29^ 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Following sent for your information

:

Major-General Humphreys :

Several batteries of artillery passed on the road toward Richmond this evening.
The several lookouts report that movements of some character were taking place in

the western edge of the city almost all the afternoon. Dust was constantly rising,

but the cause could not be distingxiished. Trains were passing at intervals througli
the entire afternoon in the direction of Richmond, as seen at several points upon tlie

turnpike northwestward of the city of Petersburg.
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

S. WILLIAMS.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864—10.30 p. m. (Sent 11.15 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Gregg after his reconnaissance returned to Colonel Wyatt’s, where,
about 4 p. m., he was attacked by Hampton, with whom he had quite a
sharp affair till dark, having one piece of artillery disabled

;
casualties

not great. A brigade of infantry was sent to his support, but was not
engaged. The infantry brigade sent to Poplar Spring Church found
the enemy in position and in force, their artillery commanding the
road leading westward from the church. Hancock reports the enemy
moving on the road from Petersburg to Port Walthall, threatening our
right on the Appomattox. My signal officer reports that not over
7,000 infantry have been observed moving toward Richmond, and that
nearly 5,000 have moved to our left. I do not see indications sufficient

to justify my making an attempt on the South Side Railroad. I find I

can only raise 16,000 men in the four divisions of the Fifth and Ninth
Corps, whereas when I took the Weldon railroad I had six divisions of

these two corps, and afterward two divisions of the Second Corps. I

can throw a force out to Poplar Spring Church, and engage the enemy,
if you deem advisable, but this will only be extending our lines with-

out a commensurate object, unless the engaging the enemy is so

deemed.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General

City Point, Va., September 29, 1864—11.30 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
You need not move out at daylight in the morning, but be jirepared

to start at, say, 8 o’clock, if you find the enemy still further reduced,
or if ordered. I will start up to Deep Bottom at 5 a. m., and may be
able to judge of the force sent to the north side by the enemy. AVhen
you do move out I think it will be advisable to maneuver to get a good
position from which to attack, and then if the enemy is routed follow

liiiii into Petersburg, or where circumstances seem to direct. I do not
think it advisable to try to extend our line to the South Side road,

unless a very considerable part of the enemy is drawn across the
James, and then only when we are able to withdraw Butler’s force

rapidly and send it to you.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.
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IlEADQtJARTERS EIGHTEENTH ArMY CORPS,
/September 29, 1864. (Keceived 7.15 p. he)

General Meade:
A third train of seventeen carsj loaded with trdoi^s, is reported going

toward Kichmond, and an empty train of twenty-six going back.
Es O; C. ORD,

Mtijor- General.

Plank Road Signal Station,
September 29, 1864—5.45 a. m.

Maj. B. E. FisRer:
The troops behind the works between the lead-works and Idrge fort

Avest of the Weldon railroad liave taken down their tents, but have not
yet made any movementi- All quiet; no change at other points of their

linei

H; W. FtJLTOK,
Sergemiti

Headquarters Army oe TRe Potomac,
September 29^ 1864%

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The station at the Walthall house reports

t

A camp of infantry west of tbe town (Petersburg) and distant from it about one
mile, containing about three regiments, has disappeared since last evening. Enemy
still working on new fort near Port Clifton.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
-B, E. FISHER,

‘ Major and Chief Signal Office r*

Station near Friend’s House,
September 29, 1864—7,15 a. m.

Major Fisher:
No visible change this a* m. Cannot see movement of any nature.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Friend’s House, September 29, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Signal Officer :

.

A column of about 1,000 infantry and 200 cavalry just came in at
cross-roads and moved west of city.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.
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Near Friend’s House, September 29^ 1864—1 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer

:

AiiotFer column of infantry has just passed over same road and in

same direction as those last reported
;
were fifteen minutes in pass-

ing: two pieces of artillery were with the column.
JORDAN.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864. (Sent 3.50 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : I have the honor to forward the following dispatches

:

Plank Road—12.25 p. m.

A coliinin of infantry (six regiments) and a battery of artillery moved toward
Petersburg on the Weldon railroad. They first aj^peafed from the woods on the
right of the large fort and Avest of the railroad. More than the usual stir of foot-

men and mounted men ou road leading westward from large fort within the past two
hours.

Station near Friend’s House.

A column of infantry moved out of Petersburg at 1 p. m., coming toward their

right in the rear of Cemetery Hill. It Avas upon the same road upon Avhicli the
column moved into the city at 11.40 this morning and numbered about as many men,
but Avas moving in the opposite direction. I think it to be the same body of troops.

Since then one regiment moved into the city and shortly afterAvard a similar number
returned toAvard their right, passing out of sight in the rear of Cemetery Hill.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Station near' Gibbons’ House,
September 29, 1864—1.30 p. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
I have reported column of troops moving toward rear of Cemetery

Hill. It is moving on same road as column while you were here, but in

precisely opposite direction. It is about same size column as one you
saw moving to right and I think it is the same, since one regiment has
moved into town to right, and soon after same, or similar, returned over
same road to left.

A. C. JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Station near Friend’s House,
September 29, 1864—2.45 p. m.

Major Fisher:
About 600 infantry moved from city out at cross-roads toward rear

of Cemetery Hill. Heavy dust all along west of city
j
think it moves to

our left.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29^ 1864.

Major Fisher:
Captain TMckstun, at the Avery house, reports that at 3.15 this p. m.

about 3,000 euemy’s infantry iiassed on the north side of Petersburg
toward our right, having apparently gone from this side of the river

above the city
;
at 3.45 about 2,000 more iiassed, with battery of artillery

;

4 o’clock, forty-four wagons and ambulances passed.
P. A. TAYLOR,

Captain and Signal Offieer.

Station near Friend’s House,
September 29, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major Fisher:
Enemy’s wagon trains moving north on Richmond pike almost con-

tinuously this p. m. A small ambulance train just moved south into
city on same road. Dust still heavy south and west of city.

JORDAN.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Signal Station, September 29, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Major Fisher:
Sergeant Holman reports four regiments of infantry have just passed

open space on Richmond road, going to our right; and Captain Thick-
stun reports that forty-four wagons, a herd of cattle, and three bat-
teries have passed since his last report.

P. A. TAYLOR,
Captain and Signal Officer.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864—5 p. m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer, Headquarters Army of the Potomac:

This evening, as soon as practicable, make out a report of all the
statements of the signal officers respecting the movements of troops to-

day, giving the hours at which seen and the stations from which the
report was received.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

September 29, 1864—5 p. m.
Major Fisher:
Two ov three thousand infantry, thirty wagons, a herd of cattle, and

three batteries have passed since last report.

i. S. LYON,
Signal Officer.
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Headquarters Army oe the Potomac,
September 29^ 1864-, (Sent 5.15 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : In addition to the column of about 3^000 infantry reported
moving toward Kichmond on road northwest of Petersburg, about 2,000
passed on the same road and direction at 4 ]). mi| also forty-four

wagons and ambulances.
Very respectlhlly, your obedient servant,

B. PISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer,

Walthall Signal Station,
September 29, 1864—6 p, m.

Major Fisher,
Chief Signal Officer:

An infantry camp, containing about one regiment, to our left of the
lead-works and about half a mile from it, has disappeared- The fol-

lowing have been intercex)ted

:

9 A. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

One regiment of infantry and seventeen wagons j^assed open space going toward
Bermuda Hundred. One gun-boat above pontoon.

.1. A. S.,

At C.

(Same to A. B.)

Colonel B[rent] :

The enemy are pitching a camp to our left of Cobhs.

(Same to A. B.)

3 P. M.

J. A. S.,

At C.

5.45 p. M.
Colonel B[rent] :

The enemy have pitched tents in the works in open space to our left of Cobb’s.
They are building winter quarters on Mr. Gilliam’s farm. Two gun-boats above
pontoon.

Sergeant, at C.

(Same to A. B.)

Very respectfully.

H. W. HOLMAN,
Sergeant.

Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac, Signal Department,
September 29, 1864.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General : The following dispatch from the plank road station is

respectfully forwarded

:

6.30 p. M.

At sunset a column of infantry commenced passing in front of large fort near
Weldon railroad bearing to the right, our right; also a battery of artillery. They
first appeared coming from the woods on the right of the fort, and were only visible
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whilst passing in front of the fort; were ahont twenty-five minutes in passing.

A train of wagons and ambulances accompanied them. No change at other points
of enemy’s line seen from this point. The tents reported taken down this morning
were not again put up, and the troops at that point joined the column reported at 2.25

11 . m. as moving toward Petersburg.

It is doubtful which way this column moved. They could as readily

liave turued southward around the fort mentioned and then taken the
Squirrel Level road, or continued down along the railroad, as to have
taken the road toward Petersburg. I have sent for further information.

Other columns coming from the same location have heretofore moved
around the fort as above stated.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,

Major and Chief Signal Officer.

Fort Davis, September 29, 1864.

[Major Fisher:]

The column of troops and train of ambulances and wagons men-
tioned in last report were apparently moving to the right, our right, in

report bearing to the right.’’ They could only be seen whilst passing-

in front of the large fort, as they disappeared in the woods immediately
after passing the northeast corner of the fort, and were not visible again
on the road leading to Petersburg. Tliey were moving slowly, and the
(iolunm appeared ito be well closed up, although it could not be seen
distinctly on account of the smoke and darkness. There were more
ambulances than wagons in the train, twenty-live or thirty in all, which
moved with the column, but moved faster.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

City Point, September 29, 1864. •

(Eeceived 8.45 a. m.)
General A. A. Humphreys,

Chief of Staff:

Your dispatch received. I shall at once send out thirty men to
Birchett’s, one mile and a half east of Bailey’s Creek crossing, and an
equal force the same distance south on the Prince George Court-House
road, but they may risk capture by cavalry, as I have not a mounted
man to send out. Will you please apprise me what force, if any, on
these roads will connect these pickets with your lines.

H. W. BENHAM,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864. (Sent 0.18 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Engineer Brigade, City Point :

The parties you have sent out in advance will not be exposed to any-
thing but guerrillas, who will scarcely venture so far in. You cannot
make any connection with the pickets of the army.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
Septeyriber 29^ 1864. (Received G.45 a. m.)

General Williams:
The enemy made an attack with 200 or 300 men on left of picket-line

First Division last night, but accomplished nothing but the capture of
one man, who afterward escaped. One man of Twenty-eighth Massa-
chusetts deserted to the enemy this morning. He cannot know much,
except as to issue of ammunition, &c. The First Division picket heard
infantry and artillery moving in the night, but were unable to ascer-

tain the nature of the movement. General Mott, Third Division,
thought last night that the enemy had taken uji their second line in his

front, holding their first with a thin line, but could not ascertain any-
thing definite. He could see one gun in the large fort immediately in

front of Fort Sedgwick.
WmWB S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.
(Forwarded to General Grant.)

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29

,
1864. (Received 7.10 a. m.)

General Humphreys:
A deserter from Twenty-seventh North Carolina came into my line

at the Norfolk railroad this morning. He has been in only four weeks
and knows nothing whatever, except that his regiment is in the rifle-

pits.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864—3.40 p. m. (Received 4 p. m.)

General Williams:
The enemy are reported as forming a line behind the fort opposite

Fort Stedman. The information comes from Colonel Lynch, command-
ing brigade of First Division. The information is not sufficiently

definite to give me much apprehension of an attack. I am having the

matter examined.
WINFD S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864—8.16 p. m. (Received 8.50 p. m.)

General Humphreys:
This report just received from General Miles, but it fails to state

the hour
5
supposed to be the same troops reported from the signal

station

:

First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Major Bingham,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:

I have the honor to report that some maneuvering by the enemy—parties, ranging
from a regiment to a brigade—having been observed during the day, I have strength-
ened the front lino of my left brigade with about 125 men, and my center brigade
with about 450 men.

N. A. MILES,
Brigadier-General.



Chap. LIV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION. 1101

P. S.—I inclose a communication just received from Colonel Lynch, First Brigade.
Captain Ricker, the officer mentioned in it, observed the enemy moving apparently
to our left, before he left the line of works, going down the river two or three miles.

He observed the heavy column mentioned in the dispatch as moving to our right.

He made his observation from the Mills house, where a good view was observed. I

recommend that a signal station be established there in the morning. I consider
it evident that the movements to our left observed to-day were intended to mis-
lead us, and that they are now moving a considerable force to our right.

Respectfully,
N. A. MILES,

Brigadier-General.

[Inclosure.J

First Brigade, First Division, Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864—6.45 p. m.

Captain Driver:
Captain Ricker, of my staff, reports having seen, from the lookout near the Mills

house, a heavy column of the enemy’s infantry moving on the road from Petersburg
to Port Walthall toward our right. He watched the column for fifteen minutes
where it showed in an open space, both ends being concealed in the woods.

JAMES C. LYNCH,
Colonel, Commanding.

Wmr’D S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Brigadier-General Miles,
Commanding First Division:

General : The major-general commanding directs me to inform you
that he understands you desire a battery in a certain idace. There is

but one reserve battery, but in case you are attacked to-night it will

be placed in the position you desire.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. BINGHAM,

Major
j
Judge-Advocate and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Friend House Signal Station,
September 29, 1864—10.45 p. m.

General Hancock:
Some picket and artillery firing on both sides. No attack. All

quiet. MILES,
General,

Circular.] Headquarters Third Division, Second Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Brigade commanders will impress on the minds of their men on
picket to-night the necessity of the utmost vigilance. Any sign of
movement on the part of the enemy will be promptly reported to these
headquarters, and one-half of their command will be constantly awake
during the night and kept under arms.
By command of Brevet Major-General Mott:

J. W FINKELMEIEK,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29^ 1864.

Division commanders and the commander of tlie Artillery Brigade
are directed to have all the troops of their command under arms at 4
a. m. to-morrow, the 3()th instant.

By order of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Division commanders and comm.ander of the Artillery Brigade, to-

gether with subordinate commanders, are permitted to pitch tlieir

tents. The circular relative to the troops being under arms at 4 a. m.
will be considered as still in force, but the tents of commanders need
not be struck until further orders.

By order of Major-General Hancock:
H.HI. BINGHAM,

Major, Judge-Advocate and Acting lissistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Maj. H. H. Bingham,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Corps:

Major: I have the honor to report that during the day very little

firing occurred on the line. Two or three of the enemy’s working par-

ties were opened on, compelling them to stop work. About 8.30 p. m.
the enemy’s picket-line on the left oiiened a heavy fire which soon
ceased. The enemy then oiiened with artillery along nearly the whole
line, which was vigorously returned. The Chesterfield battery fired a
few good shots into Fort McGilvery, Battery 7, and Battery 6. At
about 9 p. m. the enemy advanced their skirmish line in front of Lieu-

tenant Dauchy’s (Twellth New York) battery. He opened with canister

and shell and the line retired. Casualties, one man of the Eleventh
New York Battery killed.

Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. G. HAZAED,
Major, Comman ding.

Halifax Eoad Signal Station,
September 29, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Lieutenant- Colonel Locke,
jissistant Adjutant- General

:

At 6.45 a. m. four regiments of infantry, numbering in all about 1,009

men, passed the W. Davis house, on the Squirrel Level road, moving
southward. No unusual activity in the enemy’s works on plank road
west of the toll-gate.

CHAS. L. DAVIS,
Captain, Signal Corps,

(Forwarded to General Humphreys.)
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September 20, 1864-^4.30 p, ni,

[Colonel Morgan,
Chief of Staff:]

Colonel : The Tree Station, near Friend’s house, reports that enemy’s
Avagon trains have been moving north on Richmond pike almost con-

tinuously this p. m. Small ambulance train just moved south into city

on same road. Dust still heavy south and west of city.

P. A. TAYLOR,
Captain and Signal Officer.

September 20, 1864—4.30 p. m.
Colonel Morgan,

Chief of Staff:

Signal station at Walthall house reports that four regiments of

infantry have just passed open space on Richmond road going to our
right. Captain Thickctun reports that forty-four wagons, a herd of

cattle, and three batteries have iiassed since his last report.

P. A. TAYLOR,
Captain and Signal Officer.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 29^ 1864—8.20 p. m. (Received 8.25 p. m.)

General Humphreys:
Two deserters have just come in from Lane’s brigade. They left their

camj) this morning. At that time it was understood that Ijane’s and
Scales’ brigades were to be withdrawn north of Petersburg. They did
not know what for. McLaws’ division, they say, left' about eight days
ago.

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
No. 43. ) September 29, 1864.

I. The entire command will be prepared to move precisely at 5.30 a.

m. to-morrow, 30th instant.

II. General Griffin Avill withdraw all his pickets south of the road
leading to Poplar Spring Church. All his other pickets and those of
General Ayres and General Crawford will remain.

III. General Griffin aauII have the advance, to be followed by General
Ayres. Colonel Hofmann’s brigade will accompany General Ayres’
division. No guards will be left in the camps. The wagons Avill be
parked betwecm corjis headquarters and the Gurley house. One bat-

tery will follow General Griffin’s division, the remainder will follow the
corps.

IV. All the pioneers of the cor])s will be at these headquarters at
5.30 a. m. No wagons of any description (ambulances and ordnance
wagons included) Avill accompany the column. Tlie movement will

determine very soon v\diether or not the wagons, &c., will be needed.
They can then be sent for.
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V. Brigadier-General Crawford will be left in command of tlie troops
in this locality and will make his headquarters at this house.
By command of Major-General Warren:

FEED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 29^ 1864—1.45 p. m.

Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin,
Commanding First Division :

General : The probabilities are that we may have to move very
soon. You will withdraw all your pickets east of the railroad and
direct them to join their commands. Our operations on the north side

of the James Eiver are succeeding, and the enemy is moving troops
from Petersburg to Eichmond.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 29, 1864—2.45 p. m.

Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin,
Commanding First Division:

General: Brigadier-General Baxter’s brigade is to be detached to

make a reconnaissance out toward Poplar Spring Church. Inform
your brigade commander nearest the fort on the left of this movement,
so that he can be prepared to defend the fort, if necessary, but which
is not at all probable. Ko one need be put into the fort until needed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FEED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First Division, Fifth Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth Army Corps :

Colonel: General Orders, No. 43, have been received. Paragraph
2 is so indefinite that I cannot understand to what extent I am to with-

draw my pickets, for I do not know where Poplar Spring Church is.

General Ayres connects with the right of my line, which rests at the
Flowers house and extends one mile and a half to the left to the rail-

road on the line designated by General Warren. What portion of this

line do I relieve?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. GEIFFIK,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

t
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 29^ 1864,

Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin,
Commanding Firfit Division:

General : In reply to your communication just received, I have the
honor to state that the portion of your picket-line to be withdrawn is

that south of a line running due west from Fort Dushane and inter-

secting the picket-line in that direction.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRED. T. LOCKE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Circular.*] Hdqrs. First Brio., Third Div., 5th Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

This command will be in readiness to move at 5.30 a. m. to-morrow.
All Avagons will be loaded and parked between the Gurley house and
corps headquarters. All the pioneers will report at corps headquar-
ters at 5 a. m. The troops will be awakened at 4.30 a. m. and liave

breakfast. The line will be formed on the road leading i^ast these
headquarters at 5.20 a. m., as follows—first. Sixth and Second Wis-
consin Volunteers; second, Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers ;"third, Nine-
teenth Indiana Volunteers; fourth, Twenty-fourth Michigan Volun-
teers; fifth, One hundred and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers

;

sixth. One hundred and fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers; seventh.
One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers. The sharp-
shooters will report at these headquarters at 5.20 a. m. The pickets
will not be withdrawn.
By command of Brigadier-General Bragg

:

E. A. ANDREWS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

flEADQUARTERS NiNTH ARMY CORPS,
September 29, 1864—11 a. m. (Received 11.35 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys :

I have the honor to report that nothing unusual transpired along my
lines during the past twenty-four hours, excepting the firing on the
picket-line at about 9 last evening. It occurred about the time of
relieving pickets, and doubtless the new troops of the Third Division
fired a great deal more than would have been done by old troops. As
one of the brigades of the Second Division had moved in plain view in

the morning close in rear of the main line at the plank road the enemy
Avere probably feeling our lines in that vicinity. There were no casual-

ties and the line has been unusually quiet there since.

JNO. G. PARKE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Camp near Jones’’ House, September 29, 1864. (Received 12 m.)

Captain Youngman:
I have the lionor to report that I sent out a small party this morning

in front of the First Brigade Avitli a staff officer. He reports having
approached to within 202 yards of the enemy’s Avorks and could sec but

70 R R—VOL XLII, PT 11



1106 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. [Chap. LTV.

five men
5
appeared to be cavalry, as theybad no arms, and horses were

picketed in their vicinity. The pits in front of works unoccupied. He
was able to see about half a mile of their work and only the five men
on the line.

EDWD. FEEREEO,
Brigadier‘General^ Commaiiding,

Headquarters Third Division, Ninth Army Corps,
September 29, 1864.

General Parke :

I have the honor to report that I made a reconnaissance in force with
Twenty-seventh U. S. Colored Troops, 750 strong; discovered their

main line in rear of the one seen by the officer this morning. They
have a strong line of works, with two forts plainly visible from the
point reached by my force, filled with troops. Did not advance, not
deeming it advisable. Have returned to camp.

EDWD. EEEEEEO,

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29, 1864—7 a. m. (Received 8.15 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff

:

I am moving on the Wyatt road hoping to find some cross-road by
which I can get to theVaughan road and across to theRowanty Creek. I

have sent a force to dash upon Reams’ Station to drive off or capture
Avhat is there. If I cannot find a road to the Rowanty I will demon-
strate toward Poplar Spring Church or wherever I find the enemy.

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 29, 1864—8.30 a. m. (Sent 9.05 a. m.)

Brigadier-General Grego,
Commanding Cavalry on the Wyatt Road

:

(Through Fifth Corps Headquarters.)

Your dispatch of 7 a. m. just recefred. Probablyyou may not be able
to pass out on the Poplar Spring Church road beyond the Squirrel

Level road as the enemy have rifle-pits there across Peebles’ field and
a battery under coA^er. If you do not move on the roads leading south-

west from tlie Yaughan road yon may find cross-roads or get across the
country south of the Poplar Spring road.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29, 1864—9.30 a. m. (Received 1 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

A citizen reports General Hampton reviewing his cavalry to-day
about tliree miles west of Reams’ Station. Drove the enemy’s cavalry
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beyond Beams’ Station a mile, then found his force strong
;
have driven

cavalry pickets to the Vaughan road near Wilkinson’s. Will cross a
force there toward the Boydton road.

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Septeniher 29^ 1864—10.45 a. m. (Eeceived 12.05 p. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

On theYanghan roadbeyondWilkinson’s and toward the Boydton road
the enemy’s cavalry offer considerable oiiposition to our advance. The
country is very wooded, making it easy for a very inferior force to

detain us. I do not get much information from prisoners, as they are

generally strangers in these parts.

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29^ 1864—12.12 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac :

My advance at Armstrong’s, near Hatcher’s Eun, destroyed the tele-

graph line from Petersburg to Stony Creek, chopping down the poles,

&c. Where the Vaughan road crosses Hatcher’s Eun is a camp of 500
dismounted cavalry

;
these furnish reserves for the mounted cavalry.

A brigade of mounted cavalry was met at the same point, and the force

increasing. A strong effort is being made to reach the road (plank),

but I do not think we will reach it, having tried as much as possible.

I will withdraAv to Wyatt’s and try the enemy toward Poplar Spring
M[eeting] H[ouse].

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General.; U. S. Army.

A few i)risoners captured from the dismounted cavalry.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29, 1864—1.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

My advance reached the intersection of works near Miss Pegram’s;
there learned of a force of infantry half a mile beyond that, I presume
at Peebles’. The xnesence of a large force in ritl e-pits at the crossing
of Hatcher’s prevented a sufficient force from being detached to imsh
beyond Miss Pegram’s. The presence of the infantry also made it im-
practicable. The road leading from Wyatt’s to Poplar Spring Church
is heavily barricaded and ])icketed. I have Avithdrawn my force to the
vicinity of Wyatt’s, and do not think any further results can be
l)roduced in this direction.

1). McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier-General; U. S. Army.
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Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29^ 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac

:

General : The force mentioned on the south side of Hatcher’s Eun,
where the telegraph road crosses it, is that of dismounted cavalry, as
reported by prisoners captured; cavalry that have no horses at all. Eo
line of intrenchment was seen about Miss Pegram’s. Some cavalry
still in my front and some firing on the Diuwiddie road toward Beams’
Station, where I have a regiment.

Eespectfully,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General, U. S. Army.

The telegraph line on the road by Armstrong’s was completed three
or four days ago. Mr. Armstrong says that at times there is consider-

able wagoning of forage on the telegraph. The only wagon that passed
to-day we captured; it belongs to a blockade-runner.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: The enemy have attacked me in my front in considerable
force. I think I will have no difficulty in repulsing the attack. The
enemy use two pieces of artillery. One of my guns has been dis-

abled.

Very respectfully,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General, U. S. Army.

5.10 p. M.

The firing has died out somewhat. Send this by my orderly, so as to

show the infantry brigade Avhere to go.

W. W. SANDEES,
Captain, Ac.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 29, 1864—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: Just before dark the enemy made a very determined
iittack upon my line. All quiet now. The brigade of infantry has
been ordered back to General Warren’s position by General Griffin. I

will hold the Wyatt road and Beams’ Station road strongly, and get
my command back to their horses near the railroad. In the affair this

evening my force engaged was entirely dismounted. The enemy showed
very few horses, but still I think the attack was made by dismounted
cavalry. I cannot give the number of my casualties, but I do not
think it will be large. The enemy was very strong in my front and on
my left fiank.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.



Chap. LIV.l 1109CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. UNION.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
^eptemher 29^ 1864—8.50 p. m. (Keceived 9.05 p. m.)

General Humphreys:
General Gregg will hold as far out as Colonel WyatFs and neaily to

Kearns’ Station with Davies’ brigade, and move the other brigade a
short distance in rear and try to get water. His command has not
been watered since yesterday. He will send orderlies to General War-
ren’s headquarters.

J. C. BATES,
Captain and Acting Aide-de-Ca^yip.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Sejytember 29^ 1864.

Col. C. H. Smith,
Commanding Second Brigade^ Second Division Cavalry

:

Colonel: The general commanding directs that yon at once move
your brigade, taking your battery, to the Perkins house, on the Weldon
railroad, and there mass and await farther orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. C. WEIR,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Deep Bottom, September 29\ 1864—9.30 a. m.

Colonel Parker,
''

Military Secretary of General Grant

:

Just arrived here. Enemy’s first line taken without firing a gun.
No particulars.

O. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel.; d'c.

Grover’s House, September 29^ 1864—8.30 a. m.
(Received 9.30 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point, Va.

:

Birney has advanced from Deep Bottom and taken the main line of
works at the signal tower. New Market Heights, which commands the
road, and is advancing. This lets out Kautz, who is starting. By
means of cavalry we have communicated across to Ord’s column, who
Colonel Rand, of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, reports to have
carried the enemy’s main line of works in his front and is advancing
rapidly. Paine’s division took their line handsomely, with considerable
loss.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major-General.

Signal Hill, Va., September 29, 1864—12 m.

Major-General Butler:
After riding forward to what was General Birney’s front at the time,

the intersection of New Market and Mill roads, 1 turned to the left and
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visited tlie works captured by the Eighteenth Corps. From there I

retiirued to Signal Hill, expecting to meet yoin Being desirous of
keeping in communication with General Meade, I shall now return to
Deep Bottom, where any communications will reach me. If our troops
do not reach Kichmond this afternoon, my opinion is it will be unsafe
to spend the night north of the enemy’s lower bridge. I think it advis-
able to select a line now to which the troops can be brought back
to-night, if they do not reach Eichmond. I have not yet heard of any
movements of troops south of the James. My desire on this subject
prevents me riding forward to where you are. Please communicate
with me all progress made.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

At Junction of New^ Market and Yarina [Eoads],
[September 1864]—12.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Birney is at this moment making his attack. Will inform you at once.

Sixteen cars from Petersburg with troops for Eichmond. Have sent
word to General Meade. The enemy’s works do not cross the Yarina
road, but run nearly parallel with it to within three miles of Eichmond.
We shall try the works. If they are carried it is the last obstacle.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- Oeiieralj Commanding.

Deep Bottom, Ya., September 29^ 1864—1.35 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
If General Birney has not been successful in carrying the wmrks in

his front, I think it will be advisable to move out to the Central road.

From the inclosed dispatch* you will see that all must be done to-day
that can be done toward Eichmond.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Deep Bottom, Ya., September 29^1864—3.50 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
I send you a dispatch t just received from General Meade, it w ould

seem probable the enemy have sent but one division from Petersburg.

It would be well, under such circumstances, to hold all the ground we
can to-night, and feel out to the right in the morning. This is not
intended to prevent as rapid a push forward to-night as can be made.

U. S. GEANT,
Lieu tenan t- Genera L

*See Williams to Grant, 12 m., transmitting Fislier to Humphreys, 11.40 a. m.,

p. 1092.

t See Meade to Grant, 3.30 p. m., j). 1093.
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Deep Bottom, Va., September 1864—4.45 p.

Major-General Butler :

I will now return to City Point, at wMcli place dispatches telegraphed
from here will reach me. Please say to General Barnard that I will

send a boat there for him. If the enemy do not re-enforce by more than
a division we will give them another trial in the morning, flanking
instead of attacking works.

U. S. GRANT^^
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters,
September 29., 1864—9.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
I am holding the line pointed out by Colonel Comstock and General

Barnard, to wit, from near grave yard, at Cox’s Ferry, up to the white
house; thence to the fort taken by Ord’s corps; thence along the lines

of the enemy taken by us across New Market road; thence, with the
right refused, extending to the Darbytown (or Central) road; thence by
a cavalry picket across that road, with a small brigade in reserve at

the junction of the Kingsland and Varina roads. Kautz has advanced
up the Central road to the inner line of redoubts near Richmond;
thence he has flanked to the right and has cut connections, and we have
not heard from him. Colonel Babcock has reported all other events to

you. If General Meade does not attack, why can we not have another
corps? The danger is that the enemy may cross the river below us
and get in our rear, as we have no cavalry to picket the line to Dutch
Gap.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
September 29, 1864—10 p. ni.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

Can you meet me as early as sunrise to-morrow morning at Deei)
Bottom? I desire to consult you. I would not say this early were it

not that any move should be made early.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., September 29, 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Butler,
Deep Bottom:

General Meade will attack at daylight in the morning. If the enemy
have detached largely he may be able to carry Petersburg. If so, 1

can send two cor])s, using railroads and steam-boats for the infantry.
On account of this attack I want to remain here through the day. I

will go to Deep Bottom, however, to meet you, leaving here at 5 a. m.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.
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Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and NTorth Carolina,
In the Field

j
September 29^ 1864—1.40 p. m.

Captain Blunt,
Assistant Quartermaster Bermuda:

' Send out a tug at once down the James Kiver till she meets the gun-
boat Chamberlain. Have the tug speak the Chamberlain and bring
General Weitzel to Bermuda. Give him a horse or ambulance, and
tell him to report to me on the field near New Market.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- Oeyieral.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, September 29, 1864. (Received 2 p. m.)

Lieutenant-Colonel Kensel,
Chief of Staff, Grover^s Farm, Va., General Butler’’s Hdqrs.

:

Colonel : Lieutenant Amsden, signal officer, reports that a train of

twenty wagons passed toward Richmond on Petersburg pike at 9 a. m.;
also train of sixteen cars, heavily loaded with troops, going toward
Richmond at 11.30 a. m.

Respectfully,
ISRAEL R. SEALY,*
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field, September 29, 1864. (Received 2.20 p. m.)

Colonel Kensel,
Chief of Staff, General Butler’s Hdqrs., Grover’s Farm, Va.

:

12.40 p. m., seventeen loaded cars reported going to Richmond. 1.30

p. m., thirty-four wagons on the pike going toward Richmond.
ISRAEL R. SEALY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Broadway Landing, Va., September 29, 1864—4p. m.

Major-General Ord,
Old Headquarters Flqhteenth Corps:

Spring Hill fort was counted upon to defend pontoon bridge; this

being now removed to Broadway, receives no protection from it. There
are three large companies in Fort Converse, say at least 300 men be-

sides my company. There are only 100 men to defend the pontoon
bridge, to protect my siege depot, and to load my train if ordered in.

Tlie enemy are just reported as massing in rear of the line on Weldon
railroad. In view of these facts I requested the services of my com-
pany where it seemed to me they would be most useful. Unless 1 am
responsible for the defense of the landing I do not press it.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Conneeticut Artillery.
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Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,

_ Septeftiber ^9, 1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot :

Colonel : General Ord has just come in wounded, and thinks that

the company you desire should not at present be moved from Battery
Converse.
By order of J. H. Potter, colonel, commanding line of defense:

[CHAS. A.J CABLETON,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Colonel Abbot:

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
September 29^ 1864.

I suggested to Colonel Potter, who commands this line, and is appre-
hensive of an attack, that he could get assistance from Port Converse,
if needed, but of course he cannot since the pontoon bridge has been
removed. In view of this, I think your arrangement is a good one.

E. O. C. OED,
Major- General.

City Point, September 29, 1864—8.15 p. m.
(Received 9 p. m.)

Colonel Abbot:
General Ord captured some heavy guns to-day, and two columbiads

and one 100-pounder are still in the works, but orders have been given
to destroy them if we have to fall back. The general says, if you have
facilities for moving such guns, he wishes you to send and take them
away. They are about three miles, good road, from Aiken’s Landing.
You can take your party there at once and commence. Please reply.

O. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Broadway Landing, Va., Septeml)er 29^ 1864—9.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock,
Headquarters of General Grantj City Point:

I had already started two sling carts for the guns. Will bring them
to Aiken’s Landing as soon as possible and embark them there at
leisure, being covered by the gun-boats.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Broadway Landing, Va., September 29, 1864—9 p. m.

Maj. George B. Cook,
Chief of Artillery, Headquarters Eighteenth Corps:

You will have the two columbiads and the 100-i)ounder brought to
Aiken’s Landing as soon as ])ossible. Lieutenant Gillett will see per-

sonally that it is done. He will take part of Company C, if necessary.
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Communicate these orders to him. They are from Lieutenaut-Geiieral
Grant. You should have reported the facts and left me to issue orders.
I could have sent three sling carts as well as two. Have the guns left

under lire of our gun-boats, and I will send for them by barge. If

there are other guns too heavy to cross the pontoon bridge make the
same disposition of them. Acknowledge receipt of this.

HENRY L. ABBOT,
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery.

Dutch Gap, Ya., September 39
^
1864.

Col. H. L. Abbot, '

Commanding Siege Artillery:

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the enemy have fired

quite regularly during the day, doing no damage. Concluded it was
policy not to expend much ammunition on them, as no one was at work
in the canal. This afternoon they opened with their light pieces,

apparently at the signal tower. I returned their fire promptly. The
Hewlett house battery sent a few shell in the same direction. Tlie

guns in Sawyer battery were engaged on that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. H. PIERCE,

Captain^ First Connecticut Artillery.

Chaffin^s Farm, Ya., September 39, 1864—10.35 a. m.

General Birney :

General Ord has carried the very strong works and some fifteen

pieces of artillery, and his corj)S is nowready to advance in conjunction
with you. General Ord was wounded and has returned to his head-
quarters, leaving General Heckman in command of the corps. Push
lorward on the road 1 left you on.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, September 39, 1864.

Division commanders will see that their lines connect as follows:

Brigadier-General Birney’s left with the right of Brigadier-General
Paine’s division

;
General Foster’s left with the right of General Bir-

ney
;
Major-General Terry’s left with the right of General Foster. The

line from the left of General Foster extending to General Terry’s right

will be refused a little.

By command of Major-General Birney:
E. L. FORD,

Captain, Aide de-Camp and Acting Assistant AdpUant- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, near Deep Bottom, Va., September 39, 1864.

Reveille will be sounded and the troops placed under arms at 4

a. m. to-morrow. Division commanders will take immediate measures
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to picket the front of their own divisions. Two days’ rations of sub-

sistence stores (one of fresh beef) has been directed to be issued to the

troops of this command to-night.

By command of Major-General Birney:
E. L. FORD,

Gapt.^ Aide-de-Gamp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
Hatcher^s House., September 29., 1864.

General Grant,
Gity Point:

General Ord has just returned with a flesh wound in the right leg.

He says that in order to hold what we have gained, on account of the
heavy work they have had to do, if possible they should be re-enforced.

I left the remnant of Stannard’s division in the large works at Chaffin’s

farm, with directions to Heckman to push in toward Richmond with his

division. He appeared unable to get beyond the work about one mile

and a half north of the south end of the Chaffin’s farm works.
The rebels did re-enforce Chaffin’s farm before we took it and most of

them fell back to the other works or across the river. Stannard has
directions to destroy the pontoon bridge if he can reach it with artil-

lery. The rebel gun-boats are below him throwing shell at him. Gen-
eral Burnham is dead. Stannard’s division (the First) cajitured the
work. His losses are very heavy. 1 left them at 10 o’clock.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
September 29j 1864.

General Meade:
We have the Chaffin’s farm fort, or had when I left. Was hit in

right leg; only a flesh wound. Signal officer reports seventeen loaded
cars going toward Richmond at 12.30 this morning.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- General.

General Meade:

Headquarters Eighteenth Army Corps,
Septeml)er 29, 1864.

Twenty-six more cars loaded with troops reported moving toward
Richmond 2.30 p. m. Large columns of smoke reported near and to

right of Richmond by signal officer.

E. O. C. ORD,
Major- Geyieral.

Grover’s House,
Hear Kingsland Road, September 29, 1864—9 a. m.

Colonel PotTi^r,
Gommanding Defenses of Bermuda Line:

(Through General Butler’s headcpiarters.)

We are advancing. All goes as intended thus far. Two deserters
of the Eighteenth Corps have told the enemy that all the troops have
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been taken out of your line. They may attack
;
if so, it will be just at

night' or at daybreak. You iniglit show them your fojce by diwsplaying

it on the lines. Have your reveille at 4 o’clock.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General^ Goynmanding.

In the Field, Before Richmond,
Septeynher 29, 1864.

Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler:
Sir : I have the honor to report that at the time the Tenth Corps

made the advance on the third fort from my left I ordered a brigade,
under Colonel Jourdan, to attack the middle fort and carry it. Almost
the instant I made the attack the firing on the part of the Tenth Cordis

ceased, and the fire of these three forts was at once centered on my
brigade in addition to a heavy infantry fire on our left flank, compelling
our force to retire. I am now holding the old position waiting further
orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. A. HECKMAN^,
Brigadier- Geyieral, Goynunanding.

Headquarters District of North Carolina,
New Berne, N. C., September 29, 1864.

Col. James W. Savage,
Tivelfth Neiv York Cavalry:

Colonel: The commanding general directs me to send you the
inclosed telegram from Colonel Hitchcock for your information. He
wishes you to send out a reconnaissance, as far as you may deem
prudent, to find out if there be any truth in this, and, if so, what the
real state of the case is. As it is possible the enemy may have planted
torpedoes in the road your scout will take, he advises that the column
move very slowly and that two dismounted men be sent well in advance
to carefully examine the road for any suspicious indications.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. A. JUDSON,

Assistayit Adjutant- Geyieral.

[Inclosure.]
^

Batchelder’s Creek, Septeynber 29, 1864.

Brigadier-General Harland,
Coynmayiding

:

It is reported by two deserters from the Sixth North Carolina Cav-
alry that the enemy are taking the rails from the Atlantic and North
Carolina Railroad to build an iron-clad at the Roanoke River, nine
miles below Weldon. The deserters say they have commenced one
mile this side of Gum Swamp rifle-pits. They have six army wagons,
guarded by sixty men. They leave Kinston about 0 a. m. If this is

true I have no doubt the shells placed in the road on our front is to

detect a move on our part. The deserters have been sent to the provost*

marshal. Their names are Wilkins and Hamilton.
G. H. HITCHCOCK,

TAeutenayit-Cotoyiet, Coynmayiding 132d New York Volunteers.
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City Point^ Va., September 30, 1864.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War:

General Warren attacked and carried the enemy’s line to-day on
the extreme right, capturing a number of prisoners. He immediately
prepared to follow up his success. Petersburg paper of to-day has a
rumor, which it says is not confirmed, that one brigade of Sheridan’s

cavalry was ambushed and destroyed at Swift Kun Creek. Early
Avas to have attacked General Sheridan at Mount Sidnev on the 28th.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September 30, 1864—10.30 a. m.

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. G.

:

I have heard no firing yet this morning. Before daylight I went up
to Deep Bottom and found all quiet there. General Meade moved
out from his left this morning, and must soon encounter the enemy.
Rosser’s brigade of cavalry has gone to join Early. The brigade num-
bers about 1,400 horses. Yesterday an infantry force left Petersburg in

the Lynchburg cars. It may be, however, they are going via Burke-
ville to Richmond. Nothing heard from Sheridan through southern
sources since Tuesday evening.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenayit- General.

City Point, Va., September 30, 1864—5 p. m.
(Received 9.30 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
’ Washington, I). C. :

General Butler reported at 3 p. m. that the enemy had just made an
assault in three columns on his line near Chaffin’s farm, and had been
repulsed. No report from Meade since he carried the enemy’s line near
Poplar Spring Church.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September 30, 1864—5 p. m.
(Received 9.30 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
Washington, D. C.

:

A refugee from Richmond just come into General Butler’s lines says
the greatest consternation is felt in the city, and citizens generally are
anxious that the city should be evacuated by the military. No furtlier

news from Sheridan is reported. 1 think lack of supplies is forcing
him back.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.
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City Point, Va., September 30^ 1864—8.15 a. m.
(Received 8.25 a. m.)

Major-General Meade:
General Butler’s forces will remain where they are for the present,

ready to advance, if found practicable. You may move out now and
see if an advantage can be gained. It seems to me the enemy must be
weak enough at one or the other place to let us in.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30^ 1864—8.30 a. m. (Sent 8.50 a. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant:
In accordance with your dispatch of 8.15 I have sent orders to War-

ren to move out to the Poplar Spring Church, and to Parke to endeavor
to get around and come up on Warren’s left, and, if practicable, out-

dank the enemy. A contraband who left Petersburg this morning says
that troops were sent on the Lynchburg road yesterday and that Heth’s
division went to Chaffin’s farm. No other news or indications of move-
ment excejit an ambulance train seen to move this morning to our left.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September od, 1864—9.15 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
The signal officers have sent in the following dispatches:

Major Fishek:

A rebel wagon train is moving to our right over a road two or three miles beyond
the Appomattox: otherwise all quiet.

I. S. LYON,
Signal Officer.

Second Corps.
Major Fisher:

The signal officer at Friend^s house reports a train of thirty wagons moved from
the city

;
are moving to our right.

P. A. TAYLOR,
CajJtain and Signal Officer.

Plank Road

—

9.15 a. m.
Major Fisher:

The enemy reoccupy their works between lead-works and large fort and vicinity
that were reported vacated yesterday. The indications are that a heavy force is in

the woods on the right of the large fort; probably the column reported last evening
as disappearing in that woods are encamped there. The enemy in our front, from
lead-works to beyond the Gregory Chimneys, exhibit a comparatively weak line.

Working parties are visible at lead-works and to the left of large fort.

FULTON.

General Meade left here a few moments ago for General Warren’s
headquarters.

S. WILLIAMS,
Asnistant Adjutant-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30

j
1864—11.05 a. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following has been received

:

Near Friend’s House

—

10 . 15 .

Major Fisher:

A train of about twenty black covered wagons, west of city, which have been at
same point for two months, has just passed down into line with head of column to
right and toward Richmond pike.

JORDAN.

(Copy to General Meade.)

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
[September] 30^ 1864—2.35 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

General Griffin, Warren reports, has carried the enemy’s work on the
Peebles farm in handsome style, taking a number of prisoners. War-
ren is getting his command in position, looking to his connection on the
Weldon railroad, and Parke is forming on his left. Gregg reports the
enemy’s cavalry has left his immediate front, and, as far as he can
ascertain, are across the Rowanty Creek. I have directed him to watch
the Jerusalem plank road and notified Hancock to have his reserves
ready to meet any cavalry demonstrations on the Norfolk or Prince
George Court-House roads, where I now have only small cavalry and
infantry pickets. Benham must look out for the Old Court-House
road.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

Headquarters Armies of the Enited States,
September 30, 1864. (Received 3.25 p. m.)

Major-General Meade,
Warren'^s Headquarters

:

If the enemy can be broken and started, follow him uj) closely. I

can’t help believing that the enemy are prepared to leave Petersburg
if forced a little.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
September 30, 1864.

Major-General Meade,
Warren’s Headquarters

:

If the enemy’s cavalry has left Gregg’s front he ought to push ahead,
and if he finds no obstacle turn his infantry.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Peebles^ Farm^ Sejptember 30j 1864—4.15 x). m.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

In accordance with your instructions, I have directed General Gregg
to send a brigade of cavalry on the left of the infantry and endeavor
to turn the enemy’s left, the other brigade to support it, if necessary,
and to keep a lookout on our immediate rear, where, from all indica-

tions, the enemy’s cavalry withdrew. General Parke is advancing
toward the Boydton road in a northwest direction. I should have
mentioned in my last dispatch that General Ayres had taken a small
Avork in advance and on the right of the one taken by Griffin, and also

that General 'Griffin liad secured one piece of artillery. Warren’s cas-

ualties will be about 100 killed and Av^ouiided, among the former Colonel
AVelch, of Michigan. The number of prisoners not knoAvn, but not so

large as at first supposed.
GEO. G. MEADE,

Major- General.

City Point, Va., /Sex)tember 30, 1864.

Major-General Meade:
Whilst the enemy are concentrating all their strength at two points

to resist attacks, do you not deem it safe to take one division of the

Second Corps out of the line to aid you ! I Avould not do this, however,
until just before an advance is going to be made.

U. S. GEAOT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—6.30 p. on.

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The following has been received

:

Headquarters Army of the Potoaiac—4.45 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
The following dispatch has been received from the station on the Avery house

:

“ At 2 p. m. six regiments of rebel infantry passed on the Richmond turnpike to-

ward Petersburg. They num)>er between 2,000 and 3,000 men.^^

Very respectfully, Amur obedient servant,
B. F. FISHER,

Major and Chief Signal Office).

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Sei)temher 30, 1864—8 p. on. (Sent 8.40 p. m.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The folloAving has just been received from the chief signal officer:

Headquarters Araia^ of the Potoaiac—8 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys, Chief of Stajf:

General: The sharpshooters drove my lookouts from the plank road station this

forenoon and prevented its being reoccupied during the day. I have taken steps to'

put up a cover for the occupant, and expect to be able to reoccupy the station in the

morning. The station at the Walthall house sends the folloAviiig dispatch

:

‘‘One regiment of infantry came from the enemy's right; andAvent into camp about
half a mile southwest of the city.”
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The following dispatches were intercepted:
^^3.30 p. M.

Colonel B.

:

^‘A. large steamer loaded with troops just came up the river and stopped at lower
landing.

Sergeant.”

^^5.30 p. M.
‘^Colonel B.:

The City Point train has just gone up with about one regiment on hoard.
Q. E.’’

‘‘Sergeant E.,

“AtD.:

“ 5.45 p. M.

“You will watch closely the running of the enemy’s cars to-night. If more than
usual report it to-morrow a. m. If a great deal more than usual report it immedi-
ately.

“B. C.,

“AtG.”
Respectfully,

B. F. FISHER,
Major and Chief Signal Officer.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30

j
1864—9 p, m.

Lieuteiiant-GeDeral Grant:
About 4 p. m. General Parke was advancing’ to tlie Boydton plank

road when he was vigorously attacked by the enemy, said by prisoners
to have been two divisions of Hill’s corps. Potter’s division. Ninth
Corps, was forced back, requiring Hartranft, on his left, to retire a short
distance. Warren sent Griffin to Parke’s support and the enemy were
checked. Parke has lost in prisoners and wounded left in the advanced
position held. The fighting for some time till after dark was very severe,

and after the Ninth Corps rallied and Griffin attacked it is believed the
enemy suffered heavily. I have directed General Warren to intrench
himself in his position and extend if practicable to the Weldon railroad,

and General Parke to intrench on Warren’s left. I do not think it

judicious to make another advance to-morrow unless re-enforced or
some evidence can be obtained of the weakening of the enemy.

GEO. G. MEADE,
Major- General.

City Point, Va., September 30
^
1864—9.40 p. m.

Major-General Meade:
You need not advance to-morrow unless in your judgment an advan-

tage can be gained, but hold on to what you have, and be ready to

advance. We must be greatly superior to the enemy in numbers on one
flank or the other, and by working around at each end, we will find

where the enemy’s weak point is. General Butler was assaulted three
times this afternoon, but repulsed all of them. I will direct him to feel

up the Darbytown road to-morrow.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- Genera 1.

71 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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City Point, Va., Septe^nher 30j 1864.

Major-General Meade:
Two new regiments and a ])art of another have gone to you. Can

they not be put in the line so as to spare some old troops to re-enforce

the left?

U. 8. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—11.30 p. m. (Sent 12 midnight.)

Lieutenant-General Grant :

The new regiments were ordered on arrival to be ])laced in the
’

trenches on the Weldon railroad. One arrived this p. m, which,
together with the extension of the colored division, Mnth Corps,
enabled a brigade of the Fifth Corps to be relieved. I have ordered
Hancock to hold his lines with two divisions and to hold the third in

reserve ready for contingencies. I have directed Warren and Parke
to advance their pickets, well supported, at daylight and endeavor to

ascertain the position and strength of the enemy. I presumed Field’s

and Hoke’s divisions, that were in reserve, would be sent to the north-

ern side of the James; this would leave four divisions on this side.

Two were engaged this p. m., the other two holding the lines.

GEO. G. MEADE,
3Iajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—9.30 a. m. (Sent 10.20 a. m.)

Major-General Humphrey s :

The following* has just been received and has been furnished to Gen-
eral Grant. 1 did not send to General Grant the disx)atch received
from Mr. Babcock just after you left camp and Avhich was forAvarded to

you by an orderly.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assintant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army^ of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—10.30 a. m.

General AVilliams:

Please have some infantry sent to Prince George Court-House and
some to the redoubt on the Norfolk railroad; also some caAmlry to
each jilace, who must scout out in front on these roads so as to get in-

formation of any i)arties of the enemy. Use General Patrick’s cavalry
and infantry, including Collis’ and the engineer trooiis.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Cbief of Staff.

See Fulton to Fisher, 9.15 a. m., p. 1118.
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City Point, 8epte7nher 30, 1864.

General Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- Genei^al

:

I have returned to these headquarters, and have resumed the duties

of chief quartermaster Armies operating against Bichmond.
E, INGALLS,

Brigadier- Gene^'al, Chief Quartermaster.

(Copy to Major Davis.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864.

General Humphreys:
Eefugees yesterday from Petersburg bring information very relia-

ble that Eosser’s brigade of cavalry has gone to Early, and also that
the following brigades comiirise all the cavalry south of the Ai)pomat-
tox: Davis, Dearing, Barringer, Young, and Dunovant. Eosser went
over the Ax^pomattox last Monday night. Two deserters from Eight-
eenth North Carolina, Lane’s brigade,Wilcox’s division, came in at sun-

down last night. They rex^ort that all of Wilcox’s division (the three
brigades in our front) were xiacked ux) and rationed, and under march-
ing orders; had not moved when our informants left, but were to move
during the night. Cooke’s brigade, of Heth’s division, was to have
relieved Lane’s j^esterday, but got into a fight with our cavalry, and
could not relieve it; are mining on the line occux)ied by Seventh North
Carolina, Lane’s brigade, informants say, to blow us uxi. This is on
the extreme right of their line ofinfantry three-quarters of a mile from
Davis’ house (burned) on Weldon railroad.

Eesxiectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. BABCOCK.

(Forwarded to General Wai ien.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864. (Sent 10.25 a. m.)

General Humphreys :

Negro came down Ax^pomattox Elver from Petersburg to our lines in

a boat this a. m.
;

left the Chesterfield side at 4 o’clock this morning;
says no troops crossed the river yesterday or last night; only knows of
one regiment having gone to Chaffin’s Bluft*, a North Carolina regiment
doing i)rovost duty on the Chesterfield side. Night before last troox^s

took South Side Eailroad for Lynchburg; a brigade or more went,
and more were said to be going; were trooxis that had been in reserve.
Note.—Either Field’s or Hoke’s divisions.

• Eesx)ectfully,

J. C. BABCOCK.

1\ S.—Beauregard has gone to Georgia, and Longstreet is at Pick-
ett’s headquarters, near Chester. This negro came from General Han-
cock’s.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeinher 30, 1864.

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

Generae : Prisoners from Gregg represent Dunovant’s and Young’s
brigades, of Butler’s division of eavaky. Fifteen have been sent in.

Kefugees corroborate the movement of Eosser’s brigade of cavalry on
Monday; supposed to Early. Pontoon bridges to the number of five

or six have lately been placed over the Appomattox Kiver above
Petersburg at intervals for three or four miles, understood by refugees
to facilitate the falling back to a new line about three miles to the rear
of the river. No definite information of the movement of infantry up
to last evening. Troops have undoubtedly been sent off to some point
on the South Side Eailroad the early part of this week.

Eespectfully,
J. C. BABCOCK.

P. S.—One refugee reports the movement of the commissary stores

on the north side of the Appomattox.
(Forwarded to General Grant at 1 p. m.)

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864.

Col. G. H. Sharpe, City Point:

Eosser’s brigade of cavalry went to Early on Monday night last. On
night before last troops were sent to Lynchburg via South Side Eail-

road; don’t know what nor how many, but think from Hoke’s or

Field’s divisions. No troops moved from this side of Appomattox last

night, if the statement of a negro Avho left Petersburg this morning at

4 o’clock can be relied on. Wilcox’s division was under marching
orders last night, and packed and rationed for a march. If they have
not crossed the Appomattox may have gone to our right or taken
South Side Eailroad to Lynchburg. Longstreet is at Chester, at Gen-
eral Pickett’s headquarters; Beauregard gone to Georgia.

J. C. B[ABCOCK].

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
September 30, 1864—7 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
There appear to be but few troops of the enemy visible behind their

works and only a few camp-fires are seen. Cannot make correct obser-

vations owing to tire dark and smoky atmosphere. AVill make another
report this a. m. if it gets more clear.

H. W. FULTON,
Sergeant.

Friend’s House Station,
September 30, 1864—7.30 a. m.

Major Fisher:
No change in enemy’s camps this a. m. A train of thirty ambulan(*es

crossed upon space west by southwest of city going to our left.

JOEDAN,
Sergeant.
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September 30, 1864—9 a. m.
Major Fisher:
Sergeant Jordan reports that he can see very few men around any

of the enemy’s camps. Four wall-tents visible on Kichmond pike to

left of Whitehead’s house have disappeared.
P. A. TAYLOE,

Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Plank Eoad Signal Station,
* September 30, 1864—9.40 a. m.

Maj. B. F. Fisher:
The enemy’s sharpshooters are driving my man off the tree. When-

ever a man gets as high as the second ladder they fire at him: One
bullet went under his arm, but did not injure him. The men have at-

tempted to go to the glass several times, and no sooner does he get a
certain height than they send half a dozen bullets after him, all pass-

ing within two feet, and close to his body.
H. W. FULTON,

Sergeant.

September 30, 1864—2.30 p. m.
Major Fisher,

Chief Signal Officer:

An infantry camp and wagon park in western suburbs of city has
disappeared. A train of about forty wagons has just moved over road
to west of city going south.

JORDAN,
Sergeant.

Special Orders, ) Headquarters Arma^ of the Potomac,
No. 264. ] September 30, 1864.*******

2. The Two hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, having re-

ported to the major-general cominanding, is assigned to the Fifth Army
Corps, which it will join with as little delay as practicable.

3. The One hundred and eighty-fifth Regiment New York Volunteers,
having reported to the major-general commanding, is assigned to the
Fifth Army Corps, which it will proceed to join with as little delay as
practicable.*******

5. The commanding officer of the Second Cavalry Division will relieve

as soon as practicable the detachments of the First Vermont and Third
New Jersey Cavalry now serving with the Second and Ninth Corps,
respectively, by companies of cavalry of not less than fifty privates
each, and the detachments of the First Vermont and Third New Jersey
Cavalry on being so relieved will iiroceed to join their regiments serving
in the Middle Military Division. The quartermaster’s department will

furnish the necessary transportation.
6. The battalion of the Twenty-second Massachusetts Volunteers to

remain in service after the discharge of the regiment will, on the de-
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parture of the regimeot from City Point, October 5, to be mastered out
of service, report to the major-general commanding the Fifth Army
Corps.
By command of Major-General Meade:

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Point

j
September 30., 1864.

Brigadier-General Benham,
Commanding Engineer Brigade^ drc.

:

•

I inclose dispatch* from General Meade for your information. Yon
will at once place strong pickets of infantry on the Old Court-House
road apd watch it closely. Should you require any cavalry to assist in

the picket duty, the Fifth U. S. Cavalry, at these^headquarters, will be
placed at your disposal. Please return the dispatch by the orderly.

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:
E. S. PARKER,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septernher 30, 1864—12.15 a. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Have your command prepared to move at short notice at any time
during the day after 8 o’clock.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—8 a. m. (Received 8.16 a. m.)

General Humphreys:
I send a contraband who left Petersburg at 4 this morning. He

says day before yesterday some troops left Petersburg for Lynchburg
by South Side road. Yesterday he understood Heth’s division, or

some of it, moved to Chaffin’s. Last night he heard troops moving in

same direction. Says no train was allowed to go to Richmond yester-

day, except a trooi) train in the morning.
WIKF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864. (Sent 8.30 a. m.)

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

Was anything observed by the jiickets or troops last night and this

morning indicating tlie withdrawal of any material portion of the
enemy trom the intrencliments dining the night?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

* See Meade to Grant, 2.25 j). m., ]>. 1119.
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Headquarters Second Army Corps,
t^eptember 30^ 1864—8.15 a. m. (Keceived 8.20 a. in.)

Ceueral Humphrey s :

The morning reiiorts are not yet all in. If anything special had
occurred, however, 1 think it would have been reported. ISTothiiig was
observed on General Gibbon’s front. Will telegraph you again in the
course of half an hour, when the remaining reports arrive. The
negro I sent up states that he saw troops along the riYT.r in both their

first and second lines.

WINFT) S. HANCOCK,
Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army^ Corps,
l^eptemher 30^ 1864.

General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

There appears to have been no material change in enemy’s line on
my front during the night. Just before dark the enemy opened ou Fort
Sedgwick from a new Coehorn mortar battery in the work just oppo-
site. I placed six Coehorns in Battery 20 to reply.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—-3.30 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps

:

General Gregg has inoY^ed out the Yaughan road to within two miles
of the Ko^anty. So far as he can ascertain, Hampton, with two divis-

ions, fell back over the Eowanty last night, and at present he does not
know what H. is about. He may undertake a dash up the plank road.
This is watched by a regiment of cavalry that can give notice of his

approach but not resist him. The commanding general wishes you to

keep a lookout for the plank road, so as to meet such a movement if

attempted. Some infantry, with cavalry lookouts, were sent from engi-

neer and other troops about headquarters to Prince George Court-
House and to fort on Norfolk railroad.

A. A. HUMPHKEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 30, 1864. (Received 4.05 p. m.)

General Humphrey's,
Chief of Staff

:

Your dispatch was re(*.eived at 3.40. I have made some disposition
to meet the contingency you mentioned. Have the troops [thatj occu-
pied the line between Fort Alexander Hays and Fort Davis been
moved ? If any such force as the division of cavalry come on the left

I should hardly be able to concentrate a force rapidly enough to occupy
a sufficient length of the rear line against them. In case of necessity.
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the force between Fort Davis and Fort Alexander Hays could more
promptly occupy the line than any other. I have sent a regiment of
Mott’s out with the rest of the brigade ready to follow

j
alsc a section

of artillery to the Williams house.
WINF’D S. HANCOCK,

Major- General.

Headquarters Second Army Corps,
September 30y 1864.

General S. Williams:
What troops has Colonel Collis available at headquarters? What

number have been sent to Prince George and to the fort on the Norfolk
railroad.

WINF’D S. HANCOCK,
31ajor- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30., 1864—4.30 p. m. (Sent 5.10 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

All of Colonel Collis’ troops that are available, some 230 men, went
to Prince George Court-House this morning. Two hundred and fifty

men of Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding’s engineer troops were also sent
this morning to the redoubt on the Norfolk railroad. Lieutenant-Col-
onel Spaulding has 250 men remaining in camp, and there are about 150
regular engineer troops here. Detachments of cavalry were sent to

Prince George Court-House and also to the redoubt on the Norfolk
railroad.

S. WILLIAfrS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Septeinber 30, 1864—6.50 p. m. (Sent 7.30 p. m.)

General W. S. Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

Instructions will at once be given to have your wishes respecting the
cavalry vedettes of Colonel Collis’ command complied with.

S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—11.50 p. m.

Major-General Hancock,
Commanding Second Corps:

General Butler has Hoke’s and Field’s divisions and part of Pickett’s

on the north of the James. We had two of Hill’s divisions attacking

our left this afternoon. This leaves but two divisions of Lee’s army to

hold his line south of the Appomattox. The commanding general will
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probably require one of your divisions to-morrow, and directs that you
draw out one of your divisions from the intrenchments to-night. It

may be held as reserve for your line until necessity compels the com-
manding general to call for it.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Circular.] Headquarters Second Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Division commanders and commander of the Artillery Brigade will

have the troops under arms at 4 a. m. to-morrow, October 1, 1864.

By commanJ of Major-General Hancock

:

H. H. BINGHAM,
Major, Judge-Advocate and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Maj. H. H. Bingham,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Seco7id Corps:

Major: About 9.30 p. m. yesterday the enemy opened a fire of mus-
ketry and a few mortar shells on our right. It was replied to by a few
shots from the artillery and soon ceased. It is reported that troops
appeared to be moving in the enemy’s works yesterday in front of our
right. All quiet on the rest of the line -except a few shots fired by a
new mortar battery of the enemy in front of Fort Sedgwick. For the
purpose of replying to this fire a battery of four Coehorn mortars,
under command of Captain Hamlink, of Company D, Fourth New
York Artillery, was placed in position in Battery No. 20 last night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. G. HAZARD,

Major, Cominandmg.

Hdqrs. Artillery Brigade, Second Army Corps,

^
September 30, 1864.

Capt. W. A. Harn,
Co7nmanding Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps:

Captain : The major commanding instructs me to inform you that
he directs you to withdraw the Vermont battery (the one you last put
in) from Fort Sedgwick and to put it in Battery No. 17 to-night.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

U. D. EDDY,
Acting Assistant Adjutarit- General.

Headquarters Second Corps,
Septeinher 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General Miles,
Commandmg First Division:

General: The major-general commanding desires you to send two
regiments infantry to a point between the Avery house and these
headquarters. The enemy’s cavalry fell back from General VVarren’s
left last night behind Rowanty Creek and General Meade expresses
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the opinion that they may intend a dash up the plank road, and it is

necessary to have troops to meet such a contingency. In case of firing

down the plank road or hTorfolk road, you will please send the rest of
your reserve regiments to the point indicated above and commence
thinning out your line so as to get your reserve available, holding your
front line with the inclosed works and batteries now garrisoned only,

or with the aid of these works and a skirmish line in the connecting
])its.

Kespectfully,

0. H. MOEGAN,
Lieutenant- Colonel

j

cfic.

Headquarters Second Corps,
September 30, 1864—3.40 p. ni.

Major-General Mott,
Commanding Third Division :

General: The major-general commanding wishes you to send a
regiment of infantry to occupy the advanced work on the plank road
on the rear line to the left of the Williams house. A battery of

artillery will be in readiness to move out at once and occupy the works
in case of attack. If the enemy appear in that direction. General Han-
cock wishes you to move out the balance of the brigade and commence
the withdrawal of such regiments from the front line as can be easiest

withdrawn.
Very respectfully,

C. H. MORGAN,
lAeutenant- Colonel, &e.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—12.15 ' a. m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

I am instructed to inform you to have your command ready to move
at 8 a. m.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Mqjor-General and Chief of Staff.

(Same to Major-General Parke.)

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—7.25 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

Am I to move at 8 o’clock without further orders?
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864. (Sent 7.38 a. in.)

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps

:

You are not to move without fui ther orders.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army gf the Potomac,
. September 30, 1864—8.50 a. m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that yon move out past Pop-
lar Spring Church and endeavor to secure the intersection of the Squir-

rel Level road, so as to enable us to gain a position on the right of the
enemy. General Parke will follow and support you and also try to open
a route across the swamp below Poplar Spring Church so as to reacli

Miss Pegram’s. Gregg will be directed to move out to Wilkinson’s.
A. A. HUMPHKEYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Poplar Spring Church, September 30, 1864—11 a. m.

Major-General Humphreys :

General: I have got General Griffin’s division at this point and
drawn the lire of the enemy’s artillery. A heavy piece of wood inter-

venes between this place and them, and I can see nothing myself. I

am widening out the road and getting my command up and in order.

I shall let General Parke pass General Ayres, who will guard our
right, and let General P[arke] endeavor to pass around the enemy’s
right, if he desires, while I operate against his position near here.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—1 j). m.

Major-General Warren, Commanding Fifth Corps:

General Ferrero is directed to extend his line from Fort Howard to

Fort Wadsworth and relieve a brigade of Crawford’s, which will be held
in reserve for exigencies. I su^ipose you will keep up some connection
with the Weldon railroad. Is there not a road or route direct from
Fort Wadsworth to Poj)lar Spring Church that can be opened and
used?

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—1.30 p. m.

General Humphreys, Chief of Staff:

General Griffin has just carried the intrenchments on Peebles’ farm
in splendid style. Our loss not very great. The breast-works were
defended by infantry and cavalry, and we have taken a number of
lirisoners. I send you to-day’s rebel paper.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major-General.

1.45 p. M.

Your dispatch just received. You can take straight across the fields

from Fort Wadsworth to the Vaughan load.

G. K. W.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—2.20 ,p. m.

General Humphreys:
General : The charge by Griffin is one of the boldest I ever saw.

His line passed full 600 yards over a clear field defended by infantry

against a parapet flanked by an inclosed redoubt. One gun was cap-

tured. We lost Colonel Welch, killed on the breast-work of the
redoubt. I will push up as fast as I can get my troops in order toward
Petersburg on the Squirrel Level road. Parke is extending to the left.

I would like to call up all Ayres’ command and have his last brigade
escort three batteries. Cannot General Bragg establish a picket from
the Yaughan road along the road we traveled to Poplar Spring Church'?
If so, please direct it.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Peebles’ Fort, Sejjtemher 30, 1864—3 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

General: The Eighty-third Pennsylvania, General Griffin’s divis-

ion, nas taken the redoubt at W. Davis’. Ayres’ skirmish line might
be forced forward to connect there; then our line would be complete.
General Parke is going to push straight for the pike northwest from
here, striking near A. Boisseau’s. Roebling just tells me our skirmish
line now connects with Ayres’ skirmish line near theW. Davis [house].

General Bragg need not establish any picket to connect at Poplar
Spring Church.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—6 p.m.

General S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

We have carried the enemy’s works on the Squirrel Level road, cap-
turing 1 gun, 7 officers, and- 52 men. At last accounts our troops were
advancing toward Petersburg. Griffin’s division charged the works.

'

Col. Norval E. Welch, commanding Sixteenth Michigan Veteran Vol-
unteers, was killed on parapet of the redoubt.

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Warren,
Coimnanding Fifth Corps

:

The major-general commanding directs that you occupy the intrench-
ments taken from the enemy to-day, your left holding the redoubt in

Peebles’ field and your right connecting with your works on the Wei-
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(loii railroad. Yonr line will leave tlie iiitrenchments at the most suit-

able point for making an effective communication between the Weldon
railroad and the right of your troops in the field. You will intrench.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30

j
1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Humphreys:
General : Beside the fine assault of the iiitrenchments by General

Griffin to-day, of which I have already spoken, I cannot omit to men-
tion officially the gallant manner in which he advanced and met the
enemy’s attack this evening and the steadiness with which his excellent

division received the enemy’s fire and poured in their own, effectually

checking their most persistent efforts to advance.
Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—11.45 p. m. (Sent 12 midnight.)

Major-General Warren,
Commanding Fifth Corps:

The major-general commanding directs that you send out a strong
reconnaissance at daylight to-morrow to ascertain the position of the
enemy, and that you advance your pickets well out at the same time.

General Parke is similarly directed. General Gregg is ordered to move
out the Miss Pegram road for reconnaissance.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Globe Tavern, September 30, 1864—12.45 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Parker,
Headquarters Lieutenant- General Grant

:

General Warren is now at Poplar Grove Church; has drawn the
enemy’s fire, developing their force. He is trying to advance still.

General Parke is trying to go around Warren’s left. General Gregg is

still fartlier to the left on the Vaughan road but has a very heavy force
in his front. Signal officers report a massing of troops, infantry and
artillery, on our left.

O. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Fifth Corps,
September 30, 1864—2.10 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
General Warren has enrried enemy’s line, taken some i)risoners, num-

ber not known. We liave a Petersburg paper of 30th. No news from
Georgia. Forrest said to have taken Suliffiur Springs with 800 pris-
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oners. Enemy claims to have ambuscaded a brigade of Sheridan’s
cavalry at Swift Eun Gap and destroyed them. No official confirma-
tion. But little said of yesterday’s fight. I will bring in the paper.
Expect to leave here at 5 p. m. Early was to attack Sheridan on 28th
at Mount Sidney.

O. E. BABCOCK,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30^ 1804.

Major-General Warren:
General : General Meade has ordered a regiment, 900 strong, to

report here for our corps by special train. I learned this a short time
since.

Very respectfully,

FRED. T. LOCKE,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Fifth Corps Signal Station,
Weldon Railroad September 30, 1864—11.45 a. m.

Colonel Locke :

The enemy have struck tents in their works north 10 degrees west
of the station, and have moved a column of infantry, about 1,000
strong, toward our left. They have also withdrawn their vedettes
from the Davis house chimneys on the Halifax road.

Respectfully,
GEO. J. CLARKE,

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U. S. Army.

Fifth Army Corps Signal Station,
September 30, 1864—1.15 p. m.

Colonel Locke :

The enemy have reformed their skirmisli line. It now runs almost
due south and west and is south of the W. Davis house. A line of cav-

alry vedettes has formed in front of the infantry here.

Respectfully, •

GEO. J. CLARKE.

Fifth Army Corps Signal Station,
September 30, 1864.

Colonel Locke :

Can see enemy’s cavalry on the Squirrel Level road. They have put
a light brass gun in position and have a squadron of cavalry support-
ing it in the road. Tlie enemy’s infantry picket-line in front of the W.
Davis house are going to the right. The gun above-mentioned has
limbered up and moved to the riglit.

Respectfully,
GEO. A. CLARKE,

• Signal Officer.
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Fifth Army Corps Sional Station,
September 30, 1864—4 p. m. (Received 4.30 p. m.)

Colonel Loqke:
About 300 enemy’s infantry advanced from their main line of works

north of station and filed into works south of W. Davis’ house.

Respectfully,
GEO. J. CLARKE,

First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U, S. Army,

Fifth Army Corps Signal Station,
September 30, 1864—8.45 p. m.

Colonel Locke:
I. can see camp-fires of the enemy north of station. They extend

from 22 degrees northwest to 25 degrees northeast and grow fainter at

each extremity. They are between the two lines of works.
Respectfully,

GEO. J. CLARKE,
Signal Officer.

Circular.] Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—2.30 a. m.

The troops of this command will be in readiness to move at 8 o’clock

this morning, instead of 5.30, as previously ordered.
By command of Major-General Warren:

A. S. MARVIN, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

General Crawford :

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—3.30 p. m.

Our skirmish-line now connects with Ayres’. Keep Bragg in reserve.

I shall probably let you have Hofmann back after this evening.
Respectfully,

G. K. WARREN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—9 p. m.

General Crawford:
1 wish you to send General Bragg’s brigade out to the Flowers house

very early in the morning, to start at 5 a. m. at least, so as to be on the

ground at the earliest dawn. I have sent on two batteries to help him,
and Captain Cope to assist him, in establishing a line across the road
and running to the woods and then to carefully push a skirmish-line*

a little north of west, to connect with General Ayres at the Chappell
house. Let him put up breast-works. If any new regiments arrive for

us keep them with you. The Fifth Corps has done splendidly to-day
j

principally Griffin.

Respectfully,
G. K. WARREN,

Major- General.
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Headquarters Third ]3ivision,

September 30, 1864.

General Warren,
Commanding Corps

:

General: Everything is quiet thus far. A regiment, 760 strong,
under Colonel Sergeant has reported. I have ordered them to the
intrenchments on the right of Fort WadsAvorth. Bragg is in reserve.

Another regiment, the One hundred and eighty-fifth ^ew York, 800
strong, Avill report to-night. There have been some rumors of a cavalry
movement near the Jerusalem plank road, but a dispatch from Hancock
says he knoAvs nothing of it yet. Captain HoAvell has just returned
from General Gregg. He is where the Vaughan road crosses Hatcher’s
Creek, and he holds and extends up the Telegraph road. He has had
no force of any extent of the enemy in front of him. What was there
Avas driven south of Hatcher’s Creek.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. CEAWFOED,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Defenses Fifth Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Major-General Hancock:
General : Our line crossed the Squirrel Level road and proceeded

toward the Boydton plank road. At Pegram’s the enemy threw him-

self on our left flank and Avas, for a moment, successful. He was sub-

se(tuently driven back. Our line advanced until dark. General Meade
is still at the front.

S. WL CEAWFOED,
Brigadier-General.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Major-General Hancock:
Warren has carried the first line of works on the Squirrel Level road

beyond Poplar Spiring Church. One gun and caisson were taken. He
is advancing toward the Boydton road. Parke is on his left. Sixty

prisoners were captured.
S. W. CEAWFOED,

' Brigadier- General.

Providence, September 30, 1864.

Ineuteuant-General Grant :

Dispatch receiA^ed and the members of my stalf Avill be ordered back
at once. Some have gone.

A. E. BUENSIDF,
Major- General.
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Headquarters Armies of the United States,
City Pointj September 30, 1864.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps:

The lieutenant-general desires that you send Colonel Humphrey
down here to-night. The general wishes to assign him to the command
of a division in Eighteenth Corps in place of Stannard, wounded to-day.

He will give him back to you again. I think he will be a fine man for

the division, will he not?
O. E. BABCOCK,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30y 1864—9 a. m. (Eeceived 9.20 a. m.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

General Warren is ordered to move out the Poplar Spring Church
road and endeavor to secure the intersection of the Squirrel Level
road. The commanding general directs that you move out after and
co-operate with him in endeavoring to secure a iiosition on the right of
the enemy^s position. Try to open a route across the swamp to vicinity

of Miss Pegram’s, below Poplar Spring Church, and take post on
Warren’s left. Gregg will be directed to move out to Wilkinson’s.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Kinth Corps,
Poplar Spring Church, September 30, 1864—1 p. m.

General Meade:
I am now close up wdth Warren. Am cutting a road from Smith’s

to the westward, pressing to the south of Warren. Warren has just
advanced, and I am ready to su^iport him, if necessary.

Yours,
JKO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—7.45 p. m.

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The ma;]or-general commanding directs that you occupy the intrench-
ments taken from the enemy to-day, your right on the redoubt in

Peebles’ field and the left on the swamp. You should hold across the
road running past Peebles’ toward J. Hawks’ or J. Smith’s and intrench.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major- Ge^ieral and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—11.45 p. m. (Sent 12 midnight.)

Major-General Parke,
Commanding Ninth Corps:

The inaj or-general commanding directs that you send out a strong'
reconnaissance at daylight to-morrow to ascertain the whereabouts of
the enemy, and that you advance your pickets well out at the same
time. General Warren is similarly directed. General Gregg is ordered
to move out the Miss Pegram road to-morrow at daylight for reconnais-
sance and to communicate with you and co-operate so far as may be
necessary.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Major-General Warren:
I have been ordered to move at 8 o’clock. Would like to know

whether you are moving or expect further orders before starting?
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864.

General Warren:
I will hold on here until I hear further from General Meade. Please

let me know when you receive orders to move, so that I may join you.
JNO. G. PARKE,

Major- General.

General Orders,
\
Hdqrs. 1st Brig., 1st Div., 9th A. C.,

No. 12. )
Near Petersburg, Va., September 30, 1864.

1. In compliance with orders from division headquarters, dated Sep-
tember 30, 1864, I hereby assume command of the First Brigade, First

Division, Ninth Army Corps, Col. B. C. Christ, Fiftieth Pennsylvania
Veteran Volunteers, commanding, having been mustered out of the
U. S. service.

SAMUEL HARRIMAN,
Colonel Thirty-seventh ^Yiseonsin Tolunteers.

Headquarters Defenses Fifth Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Commanding Third, Division, Ninth Corjm:

General: The Two hundred and tenth Pennsylvania is now occu-

pying the works from Fort Wadsworth to the right. If your line is

too thill you may move to the right, but let me know before moving.
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Oiir forces have advanced to the Pegfam house. Another regiment,
800 strong, will arrive to-night. Look out for the left of your line to-

night and report anything that is unusual.
S. W. CRAWFORD,

Brigadier- General.

P. S.—In case of necessity apply to Brigadier-Oeneral Bragg for

relief.

S. W. C.

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
September 30, 1864—12.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General Ferrero,
Comdg. -Division, at General ParWs Hdqrs., Jones'^ House:

The major-general commanding directs that you extend your line
' from Fort Howard to Fort Wadsworth, relieving the brigade ot Gen-
eral CrawfoixTs division now in the intrenchments between those re-

doubts. You will receive your orders from General Crawford, who is

at General Warren’s headquarters on the Weldon railroad. Report to

him where you are and how reached.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—12.15 a. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Goinmanding Cavalry

:

(Through Headquarters Fifth Corps.)

You need not have your command ready to move before 8 o’clock in

the morning.
A. A. HUMPHREYS,

Major-General and Chief of Staff,

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
September 30, 1864—8.45 a. m. (Received 9.09 a. m.)

Major-General Humphreys,
Chief of Staff:

All quiet during the night. The enemy’s pickets are directly in

front of mine on the Reams’ Station and Wyatt and the cross-road to

the Vaughan road.
D. McM. GREGG,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—9 a. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry

:

The major-general commanding directs that you move out to Wilkin-
son’s, on the Vaughan road. General Warren is direeled to endeavor



1140 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

to occupy the intersection of Squirrel Level road with Poplar Spring
Church road, and General Parke to try and open a route across below
Poplar Spring Church to Miss Pegram’s.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 30, 1864—12.10 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: I am on the Vaughan road. The enemy made some op-

position to my advance. In the affair last evening General Hampton
commanded. Generals W. H. F. Lee and Butler were present. The
enemy moved back after dark in the direction of the Rowanty.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac:

General: I left one strong regiment on the plank road to watch
that road and toward Reams’ Station. The pickets fell back to the
Rowanty, and I cannot discover that Hampton’s force has moved
north of that stream. There are several roads on my left, to hold which
and toward Reams’ Station requires considerable expenditure of my
command.

Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GREGG,
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, Commanding Second Division.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30, 1864—4.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Cavalry :

The major-general commanding directs that you move up a brigade
by the route you followed yesterday, communicate with General Parke,
and look out for his left, and endeavor to get on the Boydton plank
road. General Parke is moving out northwest from Peebles’ to strike

the plank road about A. Boisseau’s. You can send back and bring up
forage to-night.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 30, 1864—5.20 o^clocl'.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac

:

General: I have sent General Davies’ brigade (which was at once
available) to carry out your instructions on General Parke’s left. The
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regiment sent to Miss Pegram’s to report to General Warren belongs
to my remaining brigade. As General Davies will be in the same
vicinity I would like to' have this regiment relieved, as the brigade to

which it belongs is mostly engaged picketing. I hear firing in the
direction General Davies has advanced, so that probably his arrival

will be delayed.
Yours, respectfully,

D. McM. GEEGG,
Brigadier- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30^ 1864—8.15 p. m.

Brigadier-General Grego, Commanding Cavalry :

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw the bri-

gade you sent up the road toward the Boydton plank road past Miss
Pegram’s, directing a regiment to report to General Parke, commanding
Kinth Corps. General Parke holds part of the intrenchments taken
from the enemy in Peebles’ field. General Warren making the connec-

tion with the Weldon railroad. General Parke will probably wish the
regiment to hold the cross-roads at or near the house marked
Hawks ” on the map. Have you any information of the whereabouts
of the enemy’s cavalry? The commanding general wishes you to remain
where you were this morning—that is, at Davis’.

A. A. HUMPHEEYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Bring up such supplies as you require.

A. A. H.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
September 30^ 1864—9.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. A. A. Humphreys,
Chief of Staffs Army of the Potomac :

General : Just before dark this evening the enemy’s cavalry made
a demonstration against my regiment toward Beams’ Station, and also

on a road running south from near Wyatt’s. General Davies found
the enemy with artillery near the crossing of the Eowanty. I cannot
discover where the main body of the cavalry is. I have not had a
report from General Davies for some time, but presume he is at Miss
Pegram’s. He will not get back with his brigade, I fear, for several

hours, as he will have established his line before the order for his

return can reach him. A jiortion of the remaining brigade is on the
Vaughan road.

Bespectfully,
D. McM. GEEGG,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 30j 1864—11.50 p. m. (Sent 12 midnight.)

Brigadier-General Gregg, Comdg. Cavalry^ Army of the Potomac

:

(Through headquarters Fifth Army Coips.)

The major-general commanding directs that you move out with your
command to-morrow at daylight on the road on which the Boisseaus
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live, according to the map, to ascertain the position of the enemy.
You will communicate with General Parke, whose position I have
informed you of, and co-operate in reconnaissance with him.

A. A. HUMPHREYS,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the James,
flvnction of Varina and New Marhet Roads

^

In the Field, September 30, 1864.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding, &c.

:

A refugee from Richmond, who has been identified by one of my
agents, states that great excitement exists in Richmond, and that the
people talk among themselves of endeavoring to have the authorities

evacuate the city if possible. To the best of his knowledge and infor-

mation no troops arrived in the city from Petersburg or otherwise up
to 10 p. m. yesterday.

BEKJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

OiTA" Point, Va., September 30, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

Indications are that not more than one division of troops have been
moved from Petersburg. Reconnaissances might be made toward the
Charles City road, and preparations made to move out that way in a
day or two if thought advisable, breaking for a time all connection
with the river. I do not say this will be advisable, but get such
information as you can about roads, &c. Meade has moved on the
south with two divisions, and sent two more farther east to try and
flank the enemy. As soon as anything is reported I will inform you.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, Va., September 30, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Deep Bottom

:

Has anything been heard of Kautz this morning? I begin to feel

some uneasiness about him.
U. S. GRANT,

Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
Junction of Varina and New Marlcet Roads,

September 30, 1864—3 p. m.
Lieutenant-General Grant,

Commanding, <&c.

:

Kautz has returned and is picketing on our right from the Darby-
town road to New Market, and is holding the former road in force. He
was not able to get through. The enemy here massed on General Bir-
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iiey^s left, which is about the center ofour line, nearly opposite the large

fort which we took, and made a determined assault in three lines with

a very heavy fire of artillery, but were repulsed just now.
BENJ. E. BUTLEK,

Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters,
In the Fieldj September 30^ 1864—3.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant:
The enemy have assaulted my lines three times at the fort taken

yesterday, but have been each time handsomely repulsed. General
Stannard is seriously wounded. If you will send me a good brigadier-

general to command his division you will confer a great favor.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General.

City Point, September 30, 1864.

Major-General Butler :

I Avill send Brigadier-General Humphrey, of the Ninth Corps, to

take command of Stannard’s division, until some general officer returns.

A column of troops numbering from 2,000 to 8,000 men were reported
moving on the Richmond pike toward Petersburg this afternoon.

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant- Genera 1.

City Point, September 30, 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Deep Bottom :

General Warren carried the enemy’s works beyond Spring Church
handsomely, caiituring a number of i)risoners. He is now x)reparing
for a further advance on the enemy. Be well on your guard to act
defensively. If the enemy are forced from Petersburg they may push
to oppose you.

U. S. GRANT.
(Copy to General Birney.)

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 30, 1864—7.50 p. m.

Lieutenant-General Grant,
City Point

:

The telegraph now is within half a mile of my headquarters, and
nearer Weitzel’s. We are making tlie best preparation we can for de-
fense. We have repulsed the enemy in all his attacks, with little loss on
our side and heavy on theirs. We are much weaker than you supi)ose.
I would be very glad of any re-enforcements. The remainder of Field’s

division, three brigades, have crossed and are in our front with Hoke’s
division. Fleth was ordered to start, but I can hear nothing of him.
The city local reserves are in onr front, down to the cle ks in the naval
dex>artment, known as the Naval Battalion, and the clerks in tiie
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express companies and the policemen. We have got now before us
everything there is, A few more men and we can push through the
Darbytown line unless Lee quits Petersburg. If he does it is a ques-
tion of legs which will get here first. I feel no doubt of being able to

hold until you come if Lee and all come. These assaults appear to be
directed to the recapture of the big fort. It is evident that that
capture troubles the enemy much; indeed, the prisoners say they
are told it shall be taken if it costs every man they have got and all

we have got. Be it so. So far as I am concerned it shall not betaken
except upon those terms. I congratulate you upon Warren^s success.

I hope he has been successful in the attack we have just heard. I have
no accurate map, so that I cannot appreciate the value of his success.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major-General.

City Point, September 30^ 1864—11 p. m.

Major-General Butler:
General Meade’s forces met with some success to-day, capturing a few

prisoners, two redoubts, and some rifle-pits; but later this evening, in

moving two divisions of the Ninth Corps to flank the enemy, they were
attacked furiously by two divisions of Hill’s corps and forced back
somewhat, leaving some of their wounded and some prisoners in the
hands of the enemy. A division of the Fifth Corps moved up to their

assistance and checked any farther advance, and it is thought with
heavy slaughter of the enemy. This would look as if no heavy force

had been sent north of the James. I think it would be advisable for

you to reconnoiter up the Darbytown road, and if there appears to be
any chance for an advance make it.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

City Point, September 30, 1864—11.15 p. m.

Major-General Butler :

Whilst in your present position Wilson’s Wharf and Powhatan can be
reduced to small garrisons, and Harrison’s Landing can be abandoned
altogether, if this will give you re-enforcements to do any good.

IT. S. GEANT,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 30, 1864—11.30 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Citif Point, Va.:

From an officer who is to take the oath of allegiance I receive the
following information, upon which I rely: That before me there is

Heth’s, Wilcox’s, Field’s, and Hoke’s divisions, Pickett still at Ber-

muda, Early having Kershaw’s, Eodes’ (Early’s old), and Breckinridge’s

forces. Before Petersburg is Anderson’s old division, ]\ialione com-
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mandiDg, aud Bnshrod Johnson. Lee is commanding in person on
the north side of the James. We shall be attacked in the morning and
we shall make the best light we can, but it is respectfully suggested that
the immediate movement of a division or two by rail to City Point, and
thence by boat to Aiken’s Landing, is necessary. They haye as many
men as we have, with the advantage of being the attacking party. We
shall be ready for them at daylight. Hoke’s division has suffered so

heavily that I don’t think it will go in again. This information, which
I believe is reliable, is submitted to the lieutenant-general. We have
as the result of to-day’s fighting 209 prisoners, 18 officers, 2 battle-ffags.

BENJ. F. BUTIiER,
Major- General^ Commanding,

City Point, Ya., September 30^ 1864.

Major-General Butler,
Deep Bottom:

Your dispatch received since mine was sent to you. Without aban-
doning the position now occupied by Meade, I cannot re enforce you.
You might, however, put a new regiment in at Deep Bottom and move
tliat force to the front. If the enemy continues to hold his present
force at Petersburg, I will to-morrow or Sunday night withdraw a corps
rapidly, using railroad and steamers to get them to you without
fatigue, and make another jmsh. Is there not a considerable number
of the Eighteenth Corps back in their old camps who ought to be up
with their regiments?

U. S. GRANT, .

Lieutenant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Virginia and North Carolina,
In the Field., September 30, 1864.

(Sent 12.30 a. m. October 1.)

Lieutenant-General Grant,
Commanding, City Point:

Since writing my dispatch of 11.30 p. m., 1 have received yours of 11

p. m. saying that two divisions of Hill’s corps are before Petersburg.
I don’t think that can be. I have drawn all the available old men, with
the exception of 200 men, from Forts Powhatan and Pocahontas. Gen-
eral Ord was notified at his headquarters to forward all the men in his

cam]) to-day. I see no reason to alter my dispatch of 8.30 [11.30J p. m.
1 will put the officer upon his life as to the truth of his information be-

fore sending this dispatch.
P. S.—I have examined this man upon his life, and he says he is will-

ing to put it u])on the question of all the divisions I have named except
Wilcox’s division, of Hill’s corps, to wit, Heth, Field, and Hoke. He
believes strongly from what he has heard that Wilcox is here, but he
says he does not know it. We have numbers of prisoners from Field’s

and Hoke’s divisions, and all report Heth here.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.
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Augusta, Me., (September 30^ 1804.

Mil). Geii. B. ¥. Butler:
Tlie Governor is absent, but will endeavor to have the Eighth iiml

Eleventh Maine Begiments filled up.

JOHN L. HODSDON,
Adjutant- General.

General Orders, 1 Hdqrs. Dept, of Va. and N. C.,

[* Army of the James,
No. 110. ) In the Fields September 30, 1864.

Bvt. Maj. Gen. Godfrey Weitzelis hereby assigned to duty aeeording
to his brevet rank, and will assume command of the Eighteenth Army
Corps, relieving Major-General Ord, wounded in action.

By command of Major-General Butler:
ED. AV. SMITH,

Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
September 30, 1864—9.55 a. m.

Major-General Birney, Commanding Tenth Corps

:

The exigency having arisen provided for in the instructions, the junc-
tion of the two corps, General Paine’s division Avill report to Aiiijor-

General Weitzel, who has assumed command of the Eighteenth Corps.
General Birney will move his corps by the left, so as to connect with the
right of General Weitzel, at or near the prominent work taken by the
Eighteenth Corps from the enemy, now occupied by General Stannard’s
division. His command will then man the line until it strikes the New
Market road, and then at a proper point across that road he will refuse
his right, throwing it over nearly parallel to the road as the capabilities

of the ground may suggest. General Kautz, with his command, now on
the Darbytown road, will connect with General Bbmey, holding the
most of his force with the right refused, and picket so as to join pickets
witli the forces at Deep Bottom, at or near the signal station at New
Alarket. (ieneral Kautz will throw his pickets out on all practicable

roads, so that no advance can be made by the enemy without timely
liotice, and if an advance is made it will be resisted firmly and imme-
diate information given to General Birney and these headquarters
simultaneously. Both Generals Birney and Kautz will strengthen their

lines by abatis, felling trees, and by such other means as their experi-

ence will suggest, it being our intention to hold our positions as at

present until other movements of the enemy. It is suggested that the
reveille should be at 4.30 in the morning.

BENJ. F. BUTLEE,
Major- Gen eral. Command ing.

(Same to General Kautz.)

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, Pu., September 30, 1864.

Division commanders will hold their commands well in hand and
prei)ared to move at any time. Tin* men must be kept with their regi-

ments, and all stragglers and men absent from the regiments other
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tluii) autliorized details must immediately l)e ealled in. As it is pos-

sible that a forward movement by either tiank may be made by us it is

of the utmost importance that all men be kei)t immediately with their

commands, as otherwise they will be liable to capture by the euemy.
All baggage and supply wagons must be sent to Deep Bottom, and
when brought to the front must be detained no longer than is neces-

sary.

By command of Major-General Birney:
E. L. FOED,

Captain^ Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant A djuta^it- General.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Richmond^ September 30^ 1864.

Pursuant to orders from suiierior headquarters, this cor])S will hold
the present line. General Paine having received orders to report back
to the Eighteenth Corps will be relieved as rapidly as possible by
Brigadier-General Birney. The brigade of Second Division reporting
last night to the Eighteenth Corps will be relieved at once and help
General Foster to extend his line connecting with General Birney.
Major-General Terry will move his reserve brigade to the left, relieving

General EosteUs right brigade. These dispositions will be made as

soon as possible.

By command of Major-General Birney

:

CHAS. H. GEAYES,
Assistant Adjutant- General and Aide-de-Camp.

Circular.] Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Biclimondj September 30, 1864.

Division commanders will at once strengthen their works, reversing
them and slashing timber in their front, making such improvements
as may be necessary in their opinion. In case of an attack on one
part of the line troops will be held ready to double-quick to it if neces-

sary. The enemy are, of course, being strongly re-enforced. Trench-
ing tools can be sent for to the rear.

D. B. BIENEY,
Major- General.

Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Richmond, September 30, 1864.

Brigadier-General Terry,
First JJimsion

:

General: The major-general commanding directs me to inform you
that Barton’s brigade will soon be relieved and ordered to report to

you.
Very respectl'ully,

CHAS. H. GEAYES,.
Assistant Adjutant- General and Aide-de-Camp.
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Headquarters Tenth Army Corps,
Before Eiehmondj September 30, 1864.

[General W. Birney]:
General: The major-general commanding directs that you hold

yourself in readiness to relieve General Paine’s division and extend
your lines to the left.

Very respectfully,

CHAS. H. GRAVES,
Assistant Adjutant- General and Aide-de- Camp.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Tenth Army Corps,
In the Field, September 30, 1864.

Capt. E. L. Ford,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General:

Captain : I have moved one of my regiments to the left of the ravine,

connecting closely with General Paine. General Paine has not moved
to the left and says he has no orders to move.
Awaiting instruciions, I remain, your obedient servant,

WM. BIRNEY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Armies of the United States,
No. 100. ) City Point, Va., September 30, 1864.

On account of wounds received in battle leave of absence for thirty

days is hereby granted Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, commanding Eighteenth
Army Corps, with permission to take with him his personal aide, Maj.

S. S. Seward.
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant:

GEO. K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the James,
Junctio7i of the Varina and Neiv Ma^dcet Roads,

In the Field, September 30, 1864.

Major-General Weitzel,
Commanding Eighteenth Army Corps:

Come up as far as you can. We shall have a very thin line to strike

the New Market road. Favor us as much as possible, and Birney will

join Stannard’s division.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Headquarters Eighteenth Corps,
September 30, 1864.

Col. E. W". Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Dept, of Ya. and JY. C.:

Sir: I have the honor to report, for the information of the general
commanding, that the force I have under my command will not extend
from that work to the river. 1 have just returned from a i)ersonal

examination of the line.

G. W EITZEL,
Brevet Major-General.
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Headquarters Army of the James,
September 30^ 1864.

Major-General Weitzel,
Commanding Eighieenth Army Corps

:

Prisoners taken report tliat they have been quite heavily re-enforced,

and that orders have been given to take the forts in your front at all

hazards before sundown to-inorrow. We know of their being re-en-

forced by Hoke’s division and three brigades of Field’s division, about
3,500 men. Look out for to-morrow morning.

BE^^J. F. BUTLEE,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Headquarters Third Division, Eighteenth Corps,
Near Chaffiids Farm^ September 30, 1864.

Captain Graves,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Tenth Corps:

I sent an hour since a staff officer to Deep Bottom for my own com-
missary stores. I have also to report that I have just been informed
by Major-General Weitzel, commanding Eighteenth Corps, that I was
to be relieved in my i)resent position by troops of Tenth Cordis, and
was then to report to him.

Respectfully,
C. J. PAINE,

Brigadier- General, Commandmg.

Orders.] Headquarters Army of the James,
In the Field, September 30, 1864.

Colonel Moore, commanding Two hundred and third Regiment Penn-
sylvania Volunteers, Birney’s Sharj)shooters, is hereby detailed to take
command of the post of Deep Bottom and on the other side of Four-
Mile Creek. He will be responsible for iiicket, provost, and other
duties, and will receive all recruits and report them to their proper
commands and forward them, if ordered by their commanding officers.

He will see that no enlisted man passes the pontoon bridge from the
post without a iiroper order, or an orderly bearing dispatches.

BENJ. F. BUTLER,
Major- General, Commanding.

Darby Road, First Linp: Rebel Works,
September 30, 1864—7.30 a. m.

General Butler,
Commanding

:

I felt the enemy’s line all the way to the Chickahominy and found the
roads, all of them, commanded by heavy and light artillery. I found it

a connected line throughout and the redoubts very numerous. I made
an atteni])t at midnight to assault the works near the Chickahominy,
but in the darkness the comnjaiid became confused in the fallen timber,
which was very extensive and difficult to get through, and I withdrew.
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Having bad no sleep last nigbt, the command is now resting and feed-

ing. I will await orders here. I have about a dozen prisoners. My
wounded amount to half a dozen. None killed as yet reported.

AUGUST V. KAUTZ,
Brigadier-General.

[September 30, 1804.—For the effective’’ of the Union forces

operating against Eichmond, see Part I, p. 39.]

Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, U. S.

Army, commanding, for the month of September, 1864.

Command.

General headquarters
Provost Guard (Patrick)
Engineer Brigade (Benham)
Battalion U. S. Engineers (Harwood)
Artillery (Hunt)
Guards and orderlies (Ingalls)
Signal Corps (Fisher)
Second Army Corps (Hancock)
Fifth Army Corps (Warren)
Ninth Army Corps (Parke)
Second Cavalry Division ((iregg)

Total

Present for
duly.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

Pieces of
artillery.

Officers.

Men.
Heavy. Field.

38
45
36
5

39
1

9
795
637
530
146

38

1,494
2, 813

285

1, 245
97

163

22, 725

19, 080

19, 551

6, 387

42
2, 044

3, 213
346

1,540
102
198

46, 844

32, 829

35, 640
11, 136

1,001

2, 269
241

1,128
45
134

16, 316
13, 568

14, 747

4, 524

40

54
44
26
4

2,281 53, 973 73, 878 133, 934 168

Abstract from returns of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Maj. Gen.
Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of September, 1864.

[Compiled mainly from subordinate returns.]

Command.

General headquarters
Signal Corps (Clum)
Naval Brigade (Graham)
13th CompanyMassachusettsHeavy Artillery (Pickering)

.

1st New York Mounted Rifles (Suinner)
1st New York Engineers (Serrell)

Siege Artillery (Abbot)
Tenth Army Corps (Birney)
Eighteenth Army Corps (Weitzel)
Cavalry Division (Kautz)
District of Eastern Virginia (Shepley)
District of North Carolina (Harland)
Separate Brigade* (Marston)
Provisional Brigade (Potter)

Grand total
Grand total according to department return

Present for
duty.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

!

and

absent.

Pieces of
artillery.

1

Officers.

j11

Men.

!

Heavy. Field.

28 28 29
20 139 164 196

27 537 822 1, 064

5 100 124 145
12 348 544 1, 215 2

6 303 393 686

53 1, 484 1,714 2,018 29 54
417 10, 867 12, 834 22,950 54

356 9, 399 11,839 25, 835 64
58 1,492 2, 005 3,051 6

139 3, 984 5, 631 10, 790 156 12

236 5, 558 7, 946 10, 695 60
;

40
65 1, 509 1,884 2, 337 1 9

207 4,622 5, 147 7, 289

40.342 51, 075 88, 300 310 177

1,633
1

40,354 49, 787 87,115 394 128

* Embraces troojis at Ilarrison’s I.aiuliiig aixl I'oi ts I’ocalioiitas and Powbatau,
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 180. 5 Richmond, Aiigmt 1, 1864.

^ ^ *

XXXVI. The following schedule of prices for articles named therein,

adopted by commissioners appointed pursuant to law for the State of

Virginia, are announced for the information of all concerned, and the
special attention of officers and agents of the Government is directed

thereto

:

Richmond, Aiujust 1, 1864.

Hon. James A. Seddon :

Sir: We were informed early in July that the demand for army simplies was so

urgent that your dei)artment felt constrained to disregard our schedule prices then
in force and offer market rates to the farmers for their wheat if delivered in July.
This policy was deemed indispensable to insure the early receipt of supplies. Con-
curring with the War Department in the paramount importance of obtaining, at the
earliest practicable period, a quantity of wheat for the support of the army, we
apprehended so great a disparity existed between our former rates and the r.ates

then offering in our leading cities that unless we advanced prices our action might
serious [ly] embarrass the Government in their efforts to obtain immediate supplies.

Under these circumstances, and owing to the very short crop of wheat and unpre-
cedented demand for breadstuff’s, together with the depreciation in the currency, as

,

well as to the further fact that the farmers were then securing the oat and hay crops,

we proposed the advanced prices set forth in our July and August schedules; but
now, as the immediate wants of the army are being provided for and vigorous efforts

are initiated to reduce the currency and reinstate public credit, we are disposed to
accept the recent manifestations of public opinion in regard to our prices as the
strongest assurance that in future adequate supplies can be secured on very moderate
terms. As the press, the public, and the farmers in part have all united in con-
demning our rates as too high, we therefore defer to what seems to be the general
desire and propose the following prices

:

Having readopted the schedules of May and J une last, in accordance with the
clearly manifested wishes of the people, we have thought it advisable and proper to
stimulate the sale and delivery of small grain, &c., now so much needed as to be
indispensable, by advancing the price of wheat, ffour, corn, and corn meal, oats and
liay, delivered in the month of August. Therefore we place the price of wheat at

$7.50 per bushel, and a corresponding advance of 50 per cent, on all the grades of
flour, mill offal, &c., and corn wo assess at $6 per bushel, and corn meal at $6.80 per
bushel; oats and hay, i)er 100 pounds, unbaled, at $6, and at $7 per lOOxiounds baled,
east of the Blue Ridge, and delivered during the month of August.
Railroad iron not being included in the Government contracts with the iron man-

ufacturers should not have been advanced in our last schedules, so we readojit our
old valuation for railroad iron, and put the price at $190 jier ton.
The foregoing are to be the prices of wheat, ffour, mill offal, corn, and corn meal,

oats, hay, and railroad iron, delivered during the month of August.
In Sejitember we jiropose to ado])t sinqily the former schedules for May and .June,

with the exception of the assessment upon railroad iron, which we wish to continue
at $190 per ton during the month of Sex)tember. We also reado])t the revision of our
h'ebruary and March schedule in reference to the im])ressment of horses as x>ublished
in our July schedule. We trust that the jieople iu those counties who ha ve recently
in public meetings ex])ressed their views in favor of low x>i'iees will now, since ail

impediments have been removed, as patriotical lead out iu tendering and selling,
both to the Government and to the people, all they can sxiare at schedule rates.
Such an example voluntarily set Indore the ])eo])le would exert a most salutary in-
fluence. The public may be assured we will iuter])ose no barrier to thwart either
their benevolent intentions or generous contributions in behalf of their country.
Identified with them in all resx)ects, we are disclosed to foster every praiseworthy
effort made in behalf of our common canse.

Richmond, Va., Mail 4, 1864.
Hon. James A. Seddon:
Sir: In reviewing the schedules of ])rice8 for May and .June we invited the co-op-

eration and aid of Mr. William B. Harrison, and it is just to add the schedules
received the unanimous aiinroval of the commissioners. W(5 resjiectfully offer the
.accompanying Schedules A and B, with the und<;i standing th.at the x)rices are to
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remain for the months of May and June, unless in the interval it should he deemed
necessary to modify them. The following prices are to be the maximum rates to be
paid for the articles impressed in all cities and the usual places of sale, and when
impressed on farms or elsewhere the same prices are to be paid. Under existing
circumstances we deem it not only just, but most likely to favor increased produc-
tion, that producers in future should not be required to transport their surplus pro-
ductions when impressed, but that the agents of the Government should employ or
impress the neighborhood or county wagons and teams to haul all such articles, and
so divide the work between the owners of wagons and teams as to be least preju-
dicial to those successfully engaged in agriculture.

Schedule A.

Article. Quality. Description. Quantity. Price.

White or red Per bushel of 60 pounds

.

Per barrel of 196 i)ound8.
do

$5 00
22 00
25 00Do

Do Good, extra superfine

.

do 26 00
Do do 28 00

4 00White or yellow .

.

do
Per Imshel, 56 pounds. . -

dodo 3 95
Good Per bushel, .50 pounds ..

Per bushel, 56 pounds -

.

Per bushel, 32 pounds ..

Per bushel, 17 pounds ..

Per bushel, 22 imunds ,

.

Per bushel, 28 imuiids ..

Per bushel, -37 pounds .

.

Per pound, net Aveight.

.

Per pound

4 20
3 20
2 50

Good 50
do 70

do 90
do 1 40

Hog round 3 00
2 60

2 25
Good ...” 3 00

Horses and mules . .

.

W^nnl ......
First class Artillery, &c Average price per head

.

Per pound
500 00

Fair or merino Washed 3 00

Do do Unwashed do 2 00

Pease Good Per bushel 12 00

Beans do 12 00
Potatoes Irish do 5 00

Do Sweet do 8 00
Onions do 5 00
Dried peaclies Pealed do 8 00

Do Unpealed do 4 50
Dried apples Pealed do 5 00

Hay, baled Timothy or clover

.

Per 100 pounds 3 90

Do Orchard or herd do 3 90

Hay, nnba.led
grass.

do 3 00

Sheaf oats, baled do 4 40
Sheaf oats, unbaled .

.

do 3 50
Blade fodder, baled .

.

do 3 90

Blade ladder, unbaled. do 3 00

Shucks, baled do 2 60
Shucks, unbaled do 1 70

Wheat straw, baled do 2 20

Wheat straw, un* do 1 30
baled.

Pasturage Interior Per head per month
do

3 00

Do Superior do 4 00
Do Fir.sf-rate . do do 5 00
Do Good Near cities. . . , do 5 00

Do Superior do do 6 00

Do First-rate . . , .do do .' 7 00
Salt Good Per bushel of 50 pounds.

Per pound
5 00

Soap do 2 00
Candles do Tallow do 3 00
Vinegar Cider Per gallon 3 00
Whisky do Trade do 15 00

Sugar do Brown Per pound 6 00
Molasses do New Orleans Per gallon 25 00

Bice do Per pound 1 00
Colfee do Rio do 8 00
Tea do Trade do 15 00

Vinegar do Manufactured .... Per gallon 1 00

Pig-iron do No. 1 quality. Per ton 350 00
Do do No. 2 quality .do 314 00
Do do No. 3 quality .do 278 00

Bloom ii’on do i . .do 716 00
Smiths’ iron do Round, plate, or

bar.
do 1, 030 00

Railroad iron do 425 00
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Article. Quality. Description. Quantity. Price.

Per pound .$5 30
5' 00Do Sole do

Do do 5 60
Per 100 pounds 30 00

Do do 40 00
Do do 50 00

Net per pound 2 00
Fair Per bead 50 00

Army woolen cloth,

3-4 yards.
Good 10 ounces per yard

per greater or
less width or
weight.

20 ounces per yard
per greater or
less width or
weight.

Per yard 11 00

*

do 22 00

Army woolen cloth,
6-4 yards.

Army woolen cloth

flo do 1 47i

1 711

2 08
. . . . dn do

Flannels, 3-4 yards .

.

do 6 ounces per yard. do
Cotton shirting, 3-4
yards.

Cotton shirting, 7-8

do 4 |- yards per pound do 1 08

do 3^ yai’ds per pound

.

do 2 261

yards.
Cotton sheetings, 4-4
yards.

Cotton, Osnaburg,
3-4 yards.

Cotton, (Jsnaburg,
7-8 yards.

Cotton tent cloths ..

.

do 3 yards per pound.

6 ounces per yard.

do 3 00

do do

do 8 ounces per yard. do

do 10 ounces per yard. do
A rm y shoes .......... do Per pair 15 00
Shoe thread do Per pound 3 00
Woolen socks, men’s.
Corn-top fodder, baled
v^)rn-top fodder, un-
baled.

^’heat chaff, baled

do Per pair 2 00

do Per 100 pounds 4 00
do do 3 00

do *. do 4 00
Wheat chaff, unbaled
Sorghum molasses

do - do 3 00
do SorgbiiTn Per gallon 20 00

Pasturage for sheep.

.

.do Interior Per head 40
T>o Superior . _ _ do do 50
Do Firi^t.rate . . do 60

Note.—On the above enumerated cotton cloths pro rata as to greater or less width or weight.

In assessing the average value of first-class artillery and wagon horses and mules
at $500 we designed that the term sliould be accepted and acted upon according to
its obvious common sense import. In other words, that they should be selected and
then impressed accordingly, as their working qualities and adoption [adaptation] to
army service, together with their intrinsic value, would warrant a judicious pur-
chaser in considering them as coming within the contemplation of the commissioners
when they assessed the average value of such horses as the Government needs at $500.
But cases might arise, however, when the public exigencies would be so urgent as
to demand that all horses at hand should be impressed

;
yet, under ordinary circum-

stances, when family or extra blooded horses or brood mares of admitted high value
are impressed, we respectfully suggest to the Secretary of War to have instructions
forwarded to impressing officers to propose and allow the owners to substitute in
their stead such strong, sound, and serviceable horses or mules as shall be considered
and valued by competent and disinterested parties as first-class artillery horses or
first-class wagon mules.

The term “average value per head” is in contradistinction to a fixed and uniform
])rice for each horse and mule. We suppose in impressing a numb^er of horses or
mules, whether owned by several persons or one individual, that some might be
estimated at $300, and others at different advanced rates, according to their worth,
up as high as $700, thus making an average value or price for a number of good,
sound, and efficient horses or mules .$500 each.

In illustration of our views we will add, that a horse with only one eye sound
might, in all other respects, b(? classed as a first-class artillery horse, ye.t the loss of
one eye would justly and considerably curtail his value. So a hov'se from ten to.

73 R R—VOL XLII,^PT II.
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eighteen years of age might he deemed in all other particulars as a first-class artillery

horse, bnt, of course, however efficient and able to render good service for a year or

two, yet his advanced age would justly and materially impair his value. Any horse,

however he may approximate the standard of a first-class artillery horse, must, ac-

cording to deficiency, fall below the maximum price, and as few, comparatively, come
up to the standard, and are, therefore, entitled to the maximum price, as, of course,

in all other instances the price should be proportionately reduced as imperfections
place them below the standard of first-class, &c.

Schedule B.

Hire of labor, ttams, tvagons, and drivers.

Labor.

1

Quantitj’ and time. Price.

Baliiif'’ long forage Rp.r 100 pnnnds $0 90
05Shelling and bagging corn, sacks furnished by GoTerninent Per 56 pounds

Hauling Per CAA't.
,
per mile . 08

Hauling grain Per bushel, per mile
Per day

04
Hire of two-horse team, Avagon, and driver, rations furnished by
owner.

Hire of same, rations furnished by Government

10 00

do 5 00
Hire of foiir-horse team, wagon, and driver, rations furnished by
owner.

Hire of same, rations furnished by the Government

do 13 00

do 6 50
Hire of six-horse team, wagon, and driver, rations furnished by
owner.

Hire of same, rations furnished by GoA'^ernment

do 16 00

do 8 50
Hire of laborer, rations furnished by owner do 2 50
Hire of same, rations furnished bA’' GoA'ernment do 1 50
Hire of same, rations and clothing furnished by owner Per month 50 00

Hire of same, rations furnished bA^ the Government do 30 00

Hire of teamster, rations furnished by the GoA^ernment do 40 00
Hire of laborer, clothing and rations furnished by GoA^ernment
Hire of same, rations only furnislied bA’ the Government

Per A’ear 300 00
:do 400 00

Hire of same, clothing and rations furnished by owner do 550 00
Hire of ox-cart, team, and driver, rations furnished by owner Per day 10 00
Hire of same, rations furnished bv Government • . do 5 00

REVISION OF THE SCHEDULES OF FEBRUARY AND MARCH LAST.

Since the adoption of our schedules for the months of February and March the
financial bills passed by Congress taxing the currency have seriously impaired the
value of old issues of Confed'erate Treasury notes. At this juncture large numbers
of horses and mules were impressed and paid for in a currency wTiich, in a few days
thereafter was to be taxed 33i per cent.

The board of State commissioners having adjourned, and one of its members being
out of the State, it could not be convened in time to review our schedule of prices.

Under this state of facts we have rearranged and re-examined our tariff of prices,

so far as we have been advised of recent impressments, proposing, in this mode, to
remedy anj'^ diminution which may have resulted from the action of Congress upon
the currency. Therefore we assess the average of artillery or Avagon horses or mules
impressed since the passage of the currency bill on the 17th of February last at $600.

This award will entitle each person to receiA^e higher compensation accordingly as

each horse or mule impressed may be considered as being a first, second, or third
class artillery or wagon horse or mule, Avhether the parties appeal to our board or
not, and the impressing officers should forthwith call on all those persons of Avhom
they impressed horses or mules and propose a settlement upon the foregoing basisj

but alloAving to each person only such prices as first, second, or third class artillery

or wagon horses or mules may hav^e been estimated at by the local or county
apprais<‘rs, assuming our average appraisement of $600 as a fair medium A aluatiou.

This, then, Avould allow a maximum price of $800 and a minimum price of $400,

making $600 the average price, thus allowing more for first-class horses and mules,

and ])roportiouately less for the inferior, as they may fall beloAv the grade of first-

class, Y)ayment ofAvhatever amount aAvarded to be made in the ncAv issue of Treasury
notes.
The ini])ressing officers in those instances where no arbitrators or local appraise-

ments for horses or mules im})ressed should in all such cases themselA'es re-estimate

the value of horses or mules thus impressed, and alloAv in each case such additional
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compensation as would, witliiu tlie limits of our schedule rates, appear .just and
proper. But if, after this revaluation and settlement, any person should not be satis-

fied, the party could then appeal to our board and have the case reconsidered.

All appeals and communications for the board of commissioners should be ad-

dressed to D. Saunders Chilton, secretary of the board, Richmond, Va.
E. W. HUBARD,
ROBT. GIBBONEY,
WM. B. HARRISON,

Commissioners of Appraisements for the State of Virginia.

By order

:

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

By commaud of the Secretary of War:
SAML. W. MELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Engineer Troops,
Blandford^ August i, 1864.

Col. W. H. Stevens,
Chief Engineer., Army of Northern Virginia:

Colonel: On the night of the 30th a detachment of men under
Lieutenant Wise commenced work at the crater at Pegram’s sal’ent,

sinking shafts for the purpose of discovering the enemy^s mine. Lieu-

tenant Wise’s report,* accompanying this, will give you the result of his

examinations to this date. The detachment at Colquitt’s salient con-

tinued the excavation of the gallery. No indications of the presence of

the enemy mining has yet been discovered. During July 31 the indi-

cations of the enemy mining had to our men, at Gracie’s, become so

strong that you issued orders*that the mines at this salient should be
charged. The ammunition arrived late Sunday afternoon

;
no lanyards

accompanied the articles forwarded by the Ordnance Department, and
we were forced to fire our mines by the use of the safety fuse. I

formed a detacliment of men and in person proceeded to Gracie’s mine.
By the time we conveyed the powder and other materials to the mine
the early part of the night had been consumed. It was 11 p. m. before
we commenced work in filacing the barrels of powder in the mines to

be charged.' 1 aided in person in forming the magazine, attaching the
safety fuse to the powder and tamping the mine very efficiently aided
by Mr. Blunt and Mr. Black, miners. By 9.15 a. m. August 1 we had
the two mines chai-ged, the safety fuse (one piece to each barrel), in all

four x)ieces, extended to the mouth of the shaft and prepared to fire at

the signal. A flag of truce having been arranged we waited until hos-
tilities were resumed, when, the arrangements being conq)leted, the
signal to fire was given by General Gracie. Mr. Black promptly
api)lied the fire to the fuse, and after waiting three-quarters of an hour,
and no exidosion having taken x)lace, went into the mine and found
that three pieces of the safety fuse had gone out and the fourth burn-
ing slowly. A short distance from the shaft he cut off tlie burning
fuse, which, on examination, proved to be very defective and jierfectly

valueless. To this the failure to fire the mines can be charged.
Very respectfully, &c.,

11. T. DOUGLAS,
Captain, Ac.

See p. 1160.
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Headquarters Anderson's Brigade,
New Marlcet.; August 1, 1864.

Maj. W. F. Jones,
Assistayit Adjutant- General

:

Sir: I liave tlie honor to report that in obedience to instructions

from division headquarters, I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Carmical,
commanding Seventh Georgia Eegiment, with his regiment to make
the reconnaissance of Deep Bottom. As the result of his observation
he reports driving the iiicket-line of the enemy some 200 yards, and
could not advance farther without too much risk, and as he heard
orders given to turn his right flank be withdrew. His line was formed
beyond Four-Mile Creek, the left resting on the creek, but in advanc-
ing this flank was thrown forward. Colonel Carmical is under the
inqiression, from the resistance met with, that there is a considerable
force. We had two men slightly wounded in the skirmish, and found
two of the enemy dead. Lieutenant Wade, Eighth Georgia, was on a
scout this morning as far as Malvern Hill, and reports some five or six

gnn-boats in the river between that point and about due south of my
headquarters on the Hill, a large camp at City Point, probably hos-

pitals, and a large nninber of vessels in the river, sniiposed transport .

Some of my pickets reported this morning that they heard lumber be-

ing thrown about as if tlie pontoon bridge was being taken up below
Bailey’s Bun. This is only supposition, of course, as we have not been
able to see the bridge from our position. I can discover pickets on the
works about that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. T. ANDERSON,
Brigadier- Ge^ieral.

[Indorsement.]
'

Headquarters Division,
August Ij 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the lieutenant-general.

I will send out scouting parties from all the brigades in the morning.
Other scouts out throughout the division report an enemy still in my
front behind breast-works.

C. AV. FIELD,
Brigadier- General.

Special Orders,
\

Hdqrs. Artillery, First Corps,
No. 24. ] August 4, 1864.

Maj. W. M. Owen having reported to these headquarters tor artillery

orders from head(}uarters Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia, is here-

by assigned to the command of Major Gibbes’ battalion artillery.

By order of Lieut. Col. Frank Pluger:
J. C. HASKELL,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Richmond, August 2^ 1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Petersburg^ Ya.

:

Have ordered the promotion of General Alahone to date from the day
of^is memorable service, 30th of July. Have directed the appointment,
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l(‘iiix>()i ary, of Oax^taiii Girardey as recommended. Has your attention

l){‘en called to Colonel Dunovant or He Saussnre, temxmrarily to su]3-

ply place of General Elliott? I have inquired as to position of Colonel
Butler, and whether he can be detached.

JEEF’N^ DAYIS.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
Yo. 181. )

B,ichmo7id^ August 2^ 1864.**###**
XIX. Lieut. Col. Archer Anderson, assistant adjutant-general. Pro-

visional Army, C. S., will xiroceed to theArmy of Xorthern Yirginia ux)on
ins])ection duty, in accordance with instructions of Col. P. H. Chilton,

assistant in sxiector-general.**###**
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAME. W. MELTOX,
As.sistant Adjutant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of Xorthern Yirginia,
Xd. 52. )

August 2^ 1864.

As some misaxiprehension seems to prevail as regards the rights of
certain enlisted men now in the army who claim a discharge from
active service under the x>i’ovisions of x^aragrax>h Ylll of General
Orders, Xo. 42, Adjutant and In sxiector General's Office, current series,

the following is xmblished for the information of all concerned:
I. Yolunteers now in the army who were fort}"-five years of age xire-

vious to the 17th day of February last, or who have not reached the
age of eighteen years, are entitled to a discharge from their x>resent

service at the exxiiration of the term for which they were enlisted.

II. Men who were brought into service under the ox)eration of the
acts of Congress of April and Sexitember, 18()2, and who were forty-five

years of age previous to the 17th day of February last, are entitled to

a discharge from active service at tlie exx)iration of tliree years from
the date of their enrollment.

III. Persons who were once discharged from service by reason of
having furnished substitutes, who have been brought back into service

by the oxieration of the act of Congress ax)proved on the 5th day of
January last, and xmblished in General Orders, Xo. 3, Adjutant and
Insxiector GeneraPs Office, current series, and who were forty-five years
of age previous to tlie 17th day of February last, are entitled to a dis-

charge from active service at the exx)iration of three years from date of
tlieir last enrollment.
lY. All residents of the Confederate States who had not reached the

age of forty-five vears ])revious to the 17tli day of February, 1804, or
wlio, at the ex])iration of their xiresent term, have xRissed the age of
eigliteen years, are retained in active service ^blaring the x)resent war
with the United States,” by the x)rovisions of the act of Congress x)nb-

lished in General Orders, Xo. 20, Adjutant and Insxiector GeneraPs
Ofiice of the 1st of March, 1804.

By command of General Lee:
AV. 11. TAYLOR,

A ssistant A djutant- General.
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Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of N. 0. and South. Va.,
^o. 62.

) Avg^ist 2j 1864.*******
lY. Colquitt’s brigade will rejoin Hoke’s division, and Graeie’s bri-

gade will report back to Major-General Jolinson.*###***
By command of General Beauregard

:

JNO. M. OTEY,
AsHintant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Enotneer Troops,
August 2, 1864.

Col. T. M. E. Talcott,
Commanding First Regiment Engineer Troops:

Colonel: I submit to you tlie following reiiort on the condition and
cbaracter of our mining operations on General Beauregard’s lines:

At Pegram’s salient tbe mine No. 2 sustained no injury from the ex-

plosion on tlieSOthj Mine No. 1 being nearer the mine ofthe enemy its

entrance was closed up and destroyed. We have sunk shafts on the
edge of the Crater at three points for the purpose of discovering the
entrance to the galleries of the enemy. Lieut. E. N. Wise, iu charge at
this point, reports favorable signs as indicating the near ajiproach to
one of their galleries. The work on two of these shafts has been discon-
tinued, the force being concentrated at one shaft (the one that offers the
most favorable signs of the presence of the enemy’s mine). At Grade’s
mine 1 have to report as the result of our operations that on the 1st of
August we charged two mines, each Avith 225 pounds jiowder, con-

tained in four barrels. The explosion failed from the inferior quality of
the safety fuse used (being the best furnished by the Ordnance Depart-
ment). Last night I ordered a detachment to commence work at this

mine, in removing the tamping and charge from the mines. The day
detachment continued the work. The powder has been removed and
placed in the magazine, and it is expected that by niglit the two gal-

leries at this mine will be cleared out, the mud and water removed, and
it will be in order for the extension of gallery No. 2, the one AA^e have
been at work on up to July 31, Avlien wesusiiended AAwkin consequence
of the supposed near approach of the enemy’s mine. At this mine the
main gallery Avas extended tAventy-five feet from the shaft, and from this

another gallery (a common gallery tAvo feet nine inches by four feet six

inches) was continued an additional distance of twenty feet in the same
direction and toward the enemy’s sap-roller to our left. At a point in

the main gallery twenty feet and a half from the shaft, another main or

X)rincipal gallery (full size, three feet two inches by six feet) was driven
a distance of seventeen feet. This gallery is now jirepared to extend
toAvard the front, branching off at an angle of 45^ toAvard the second
sap-roller of the enemy’s (the one to our right and opxiosite the large

oak tree at the right end of our picket-line). To-night tlie sand-bags
and other material remaining in this mine, and which haA^ebeen remoA^ed
to the entrance of the mine, aauII be taken out, the sand wasted, and the

bags returned to headquarters.
At Cohpiitt’s salient the maiu gallerj^ has been extended fifty-eight

feet and a (piarter, a branch of the main gallery to the right of twelve
feet six inches; thence a change of direction at right angles to the left
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and parallel to the first gallery and toward Hare’s house of twenty-two
feet, a total distance of thirty-four feet six inches. At the end of the

first main gallery a branch turns off at right angles to the left a dis-

tance of thirteen feet six inches, and at eight feet and a half from the

first gallery another branch turns off at right angles to the right, and
has been driven a distance of ten feet two inches. Continued this gal-

lery, reducing it to the dimensions of a common gallery, viz, two feet

six inches, and extended this gallery a total distance of twenty-five feet

two inches. This mine I have turned over to Major-General Hoke, and
have ordered the miners of Olingman’s brigade to report to him, and
he has promised hereafter to furnish the proper number of officers and
men to i^rosecute the work vigorously.

The total distance made at all the mines since 1 took charge up to

July 29 is 368 feet 9 inches. Since that date have extended the mines an
additional distance of ten feet eight inches, and a total distance of 379
feet 5 inches. Sunk shafts at Pegram’s four additional feet and
enlarged them. Sunk shafts at Grade’s and Colquitt’s, included in

the distance mined, is about five feet. Mine l^o. 1, at Pegram’s, had to

be enlarged, its direction changed, and about the same distance in

Mine No. 2 that had to be framed ui^. We had to take out the frames
in consequence of their being too small and insert larger ones. The
work of enlarging and changing the galleries involved more labor than
if they had been commenced by us originally. We have on hand a
good 'supply of frames, planking, and other material required in mining.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH THOS. DOUGLAS,

Captaiuj Engineer Troops^ in Charge Mining^ cfic.

Headquarters Engineer Troops,
Blandford^ August 2^ 1864.

Col. T. M. E. Talcott,
Commanding First Regiment Engineer Troops

:

Colonel; At your request I make the following report as respects
the organization of the mining detachments for each mine:

1 have organized two detachments, one to work from 8 a. m. to 8

p. m., the other from 8 p. m. to 8 a. m. Each detachment consists of
two reliefs

j
each relief of one miner, one shoveller, one wheeler, one man

at the bottom of the shaft to fill the basket, two men at the Avindlass

or ropes, and two men to move the earth to the rear, under one non-
commissioned officer. As the distance increases additional men will

be required in each gallery, and as the distance to the rear Avhere the
earth is Avasted increases additional men are required.
The force required to work one mine with only one gallery will be as

folloAA'S:

Officers. Men.
1

Total.

First (lotachment:
First r(;lief 1 8

1

^

9
Socond relief 1 8 9

Second detachment:
First relief 1 8 9
Second rcliel' 1 8 9

Total 4 32 36
i
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If the additional man be required in the gallery and two extra men
at the shaft to each relief, this will increase the force to forty-eight

men. When the mines are extended, as is now the case at Colquitt’s,

so that an extra set of men can work in an additional gallery, an addi-

tional force will be required of one miner, one shoveler, two wheelers,
and two men at the shaft, or a total force of twenty-four men. One
non-commissioned officer can take charge of the two reliefs and work
them, each detachment being in charge of a commissioned officer. The
reliefs generally prefer to work out their full time and then to go off

duty; this gives them eighteen hours to rest. At Gracie’s mine two
detachments are required, as only one mine can be extended judiciously

at this point. At Colquitt’s four detachments can work, two reliefs

working together in the mine, driving forward two galleries. At
Pegram’s two detachments are as full a force as can be judiciously

worked.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HUGH THOS. DOUGLAS,
Captain^ Engineer Troops^ in Charge Mining, &c.

Engineer Camp, August 2, 1864.

Capt. H. T. Douglas :

Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of 'opera-

tions and observations at the crater made by the explosion of the mine
on Saturday morning last:

When you and myself made a partial examination of the Crater on
Saturday afternoon we found it so full of the enemy’s dead and
wounded that nothing could be accomplished then toward discovering
the gallery through which the enemy sprung the mine. On Saturday
morning, July 31, 1864, I proceed to the scene of the explosion with
ten men and at once commenced work, sinking a shaft. At 12 m. you
sent me another detachment of ten men, and I commenced another
shaft at the north end of the Crater and another at the south end. I

worked until 7 p. m. without ffnding anything important. I took
another detachment down on Monday. Upon examination of the shaft

at the north end I noticed a small crater, which I supposed to be one
of the enemy’s chambers. The bottom of this shaft is about twenty-
four feet from top of the present parapet. At 6 p. m. there were three

small excavations on right, left, and center of shaft, which I think have
something to do wuth one of the enemy’s smaller galleries. Have dis-

covered nothing in the other two shafts. My opinion is that the main
gallery comes from the right of the enemy’s lines. Did no work last

night, it being dangerous from fear of sides of shaft caving in.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. N. WISE,

First Lieutenant, Engineer Troops.

Headquarters,
August 3, 1864.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis:
You will receive a letter from me by courier to-morrow morning. If

after that you think it desirable I will go to Kichmond.
11. E. LEE.
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Special Orders, ) Ad,tt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 182. )

Richmond^ August o', 1864.*******
X. Capt. A. H. Polk, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to duty

witli Ool. J. B. Palmer, commanding, &c., at Asheville, X. 0., and will

report accordingly.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAML. W. MELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Petersburg^ Fn., August 4., 1864.

[His Excellency Jefferson Davis:]

Mr. President: In my dispatch of this evening I informed yon of

the report that forty-six transports (seventeen of which contained

cavalry) loaded with troops had descended James Eiver u]) to last

night. This information comes from Lieutenant Woodley, of the Signal

Corps, stationed at Fort Boykin. Lieutenant Welch, of Gary’s scouts,

stationed on the north side of James River, reported up to last night

nine steamers descending the river with troops, four of them conveying
horses. Some of these, he stated, were woundedmen and some prisoners.

He does not, therefore, entirely corroborate Lieutenant Woodley’s state-

ment. I think it probable that they have sent to Washington that

portion of the Nineteenth Corps which was lately operating on the north
side of the James River, with some cavalry. A scout reported that on
Sunday, the 31st ultimo, a body of cavalry, estimated at two brigades,

moved toward James River in the direction of City Point, and this may
be the force of cavalry which has been shipped north. I fear tliat tliis

force is intended to operate against General Early, and wlien added to

that already ojiposed to him, may be more than he can manage. Tlieir

object may be to drive him out of the Valley and complete the devasta-
tion they commenced when they were ejected from it. General Grant’s
plan of operations here appears to be to mine and bombard our lines,

with a view of driving us from them, and as lie is very strongly fortified

he can operate with fewer troops and enable liim to detach a sufficient

force for the purpose indicated. Tiie largest force which 1 can detach
would be Kershaw’s and Field’s divisions, and that would leave not a
man out of the trenches for any emergency which might arise. If it is

their intention to endeavor to overwlielm Early I think it better to

detach these troops than to hazard his destruction and that of our rail-

I'oads, &c., north of Richmond, and therefore submit the question to the
better judgment of Your Excellency.
On the 29th ultimo McOauslaud’s and Johnson’s brigades of cavaliy

crossed the Potomac at Clear Sxiring, with orders to proceed to Chani-
bersburg, thence west to Cumberland and destroy the bridges over the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the machinery, &c., at the coal pits

in the neighborhood, and after gathering all the cattle in Allegheny
and adjacent counties in Pennsylvania to return through Hardy. To
cover this movement two divisions of infantry moved to Williamsport,
and a third brigade of cavalry proceeded to Hagerstown, where they
burned a train of twenty or thirty cars, loaded with stores. On the
30th ultimo General Early returned to Martinsburg by the west road to
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avoid observatiou. Learning that the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps
were moving up from Washington, the Sixth Corps having reached
Halltown, he determined to fall back to Winchester, where he could
deliver battle to greater advantage. I do not think that the whole of

the Nineteenth Corps could have reached the Valley, but it seems that
General Early’s presence in the Valley tends to excite the apprehen-
sions of the Federal authorities and to cause a detachment of troops
from Grant. If Morgan could have struck the Baltimore and Ohio
Bailroad in the neighborhood of Cheat Eiver, and have proceeded into

Washington County, Pa., as I had projected, he would have created a
valuable diversion in Early’s favor.

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

K. E. LEE,
General.

Burwell’s Bay, August 4, 1864.

Capt. William N. Barker,
Iti charge of hiignal Bureau

:

Sir: We crossed the river last night, and beg to submit the follow-

ing report:

The enemy are moving all of their forces from Yorktown and Will-

iamsburg. Their destination supposed to be Washington. Hancock’s
corps lost heavily in the recent engagement, losing more than one-half
his whole force. A great many sick and wounded are at present col-

lected at City Point. There seems to be great activity among the
enemy’s vessels. They are running day and part of the night.

Very respectfully,

JNO. F. MOOEE,
In Charge of Boat.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 183. ] Bichniond, August 4, 1864.
* * * * * * *

XVII. Paragraph XXXII, Special Orders, No.' 154,=*^ current series,

is amended so as to read: Capt. W. II. Whitner, assistant adjutant-

general, is assigned to duty with the division of Maj. Gen. B. E. John-
son, Provisional Army, C. S., and will report accordingly.*#*#*#*
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAML. W. MELTON,
Assistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Engineer Depot,
Blandford, August 5, 1864.

Col. T. M. E. Talcott,
Commanding First Regiment Engineer Troops

:

Colonel: I have the honor to make the following report of oper-

ations since my report of the 2d instant:

August 3, at Gracie’s mine the nigbt detachment had removed all

the material out of the galleries, tilled the sand-bags, removed the

water, and left the mine in good condition for the day detachment that

See Vol. XL, Part II, p. 710.
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commenced work extending’ gallery No. 2. The night detachment con-

tinued the work and extended this gallery sixteen feet, a, total distance

of thirty-two feet from the point at which it branches oft from the main
gallery.' On the 4th work was resumed in this galleiy, and a chamber
for the mine excavated to the right and at right angle to the second
gallery, a distance of four feet and a half. On the night of the 4th a
detacliment carried into the mine eight barrels of powder, weigljing 850

l^ounds, and placed them within the two mines, 425 pounds in each,

tam})ed the powder barrels and galleries up to a level with the top of

the barrels, two feet from the bottom of the gallery. The mines are

now charged and ready for the powder train and safety-fuse. August
3, sent a detachment to work at Colquitt^s mine; they extended the
right-hand gallery four feet and a half, the night detachment an addi-

tional distance of two feet six inches; a distance for the day’s work of

seven feet. The total length of this gallery, after it branches off from
the main gallery, is twelve feet and a half to the first turn, thence
twenty-nine feet; a total length of forty-one feet and a half. By orders
from you I discontinued Avork at this mine.

Lieut. E. N. Wise, with a detachment, continued Avork at Pegram’s
crater during the 3d. On the 4tlJ he turned the Avork over to (Japtain

Conway. The total length of the different galleries extended up to

this date under my orders amounts to 402 feet 5 inches. I have made
a commencement toward the organization of the company for work in

depot. On the 4th made sixty feet of cotton tubing for powder train

to be used in mine, tAvo wheelbarrows, two sets of curbing for shaft,

saAved off planks for curbing and sheeting for mines, got out and fitted

box-tubing for mine, and repaired tools at forge, made one boring tool,

&c.
August 5, at 6.30 o’clock the mines at Cfracie’s were fired and blown

up. I expect to be able by tlie 6th to have a supply of material on
hand so as to anticipate all the Avants of the different mining x)arties.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HUGH THOS. DOUGLAS,

Captain^ Engineer Troops^ Charge Engineer Depot.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 185. ) Riclmond. August 6‘, 1864.***##*#

LVIII. Maj. Charles A. Snowden, quartermaster, &c., is assigned to
duty with Maj. Gen. K. Kansom’s command, and will report accord-
ingly.****###
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAML. W. MELTON,
Assistan t A djutant- General.

Headquarters,
Aiigust 6“, 1864.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspeetor General:

An experimental mine Avas fired successfully last night in front of
Gracie’s line. Enemy appeared much alarmed. All (lufet to-day.

G. T. BEAUKEGAKD,
General.
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Headquarters Artillery Defenses,
Richmond^ Auffust 7, 1864.

Hoii. J. A. Seddon,
Secretarii of War:

Sir : His Excellency the President is, as yon are aware, very desirous
that the most effectual measures which our means will admit shall,

with the least delay, be employed in an effort to dislodge the enemy
from his intrenched position on the north side of James lliver, at Deep
Bottom. The President is also naturally very anxious that the navi-

gation of James Elver by the enemy should be made as difficult and
as dangerous as possible. To effect these objects, I have proposed,
with the sanction of the President, General E. E. Lee, and Lieutenant-
General Ewell, to locate mortar batteries, and, if found practicable, to

employ several 8-inch siege howitzers as auxiliaries, the trails to be
sunk to give the necessary elevation. Unfortunately there are within
this department but two 10-inch mortars, and Colonel Gorgas informs
me that, for want of the proyier iron, which can only be obtained from
Staunton, several weeks must elapse before even a single additional
mortar can be furnished. The President has been made acquainted
with these facts, and although the means at my disposal may prove
inadequate to the end proposed (?'. 6., dislodging the enemy by rendering
his pontoon bridge useless to him), he nevertheless desires the experi-

ment to be tried. From the character of the enemy’s position, which
is such as to enable him to use his gun-boats with great effect in con-

nection with his land batteries, and in view of the strength of his

fortihcations, which can only be approached over an open plain, I am
satisfied that an attempt to take his works by assault would result in

failure, unless he can be so demoralized by alarming him for his commu-
nications and depriving him of the hope of assistance by the bridge as
to render his resistance to an assault less determined than it is likely

otherwise to be.

It is proposed to use the two mortars and auxiliary howitzers to enfi-

lade the bridge, while a cross-fire from Tilghman’s Gate Avith rifled field-

pieces shall also be maintained. This appears to me to be*the only
practicable plan of dislodging the enemy from the threatening position

he has so long held. It may prove a failure because of the insufficient

number of our mortars to keep up a continuous lircj with a battery of

six instead of two of these pieces, I am confident he could be compelled
to withdraAV by their fire alone. The difficulty Avith the howitzers will

be to occupy a position near enough to the bridge to render their com-
parative short range effective, and this may prove to be impracticable.
It is important to open fire as soon as possible, and I had made my
arrangements to get everything under AA^ay to-day, but on applying for

sling carts to transport the mortars, I am officially informed that one
of the only two in this department has been ordered to General Lee’s

army near Petersburg, Avhere it will probably be detained at least a
week, and that the axle of the other is broken and unserviceable. Tljis

will cause great delay, unless arrangements can be made to give me the
use of the cart before it is sent to General Lee’s army.

I have always regarded it as all important to a successful use of field

artillery against the enemy’s gun-boats and transports that he should be
com])elled to abandon his position at J )eep Bottom. The reasons for this

are too obvious to need explanation, but aa hether he maintains this posi-

tion or not, our operations Avith field artillery can, I am confident, be made
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greatly more effective than they have hitherto been, by assigning this

service to a special organization, whose exclusive charge it shall be to
harass and damage the enemy on his river communications. This will

require that the utmost possible mobility be given to the artillery that
a sufficient number of guns adapted to the imrposebe always ready for

this service without endangering other equally or more important
interests by withdrawing them too far from our defensive lines, and, if

I)ossible, an adequate support of the most reliable cavalry we can get,

whose exclusive duty it shall be to aid and protect the operations of the
artillery. I proimse, then, that three batteries of four pieces, each
under the command of an energetic and competent field officer, be at
once thoroughly equipped as horse artillery. This will require that, in

addition to tlie usual six draft horses to each piece and caisson, a suf-

ficient number of horses be furnished to mount all the cannoneers; this

is indispensable to the efficient service of the batteries. Two extra
horses without harness will be necessary to each piece to meet casual-
ties, and two for horse holders to each detachment. A battery of four
pieces thus equipped will require fifty-six additional horses, and three
batteries will require 1138. 1 j)ropose to place these three batteries
under the immediate command of Maj. A. W. Stark, in every respect
a most comx)etent officer. He now commands two batteries of four
^^^apoleons each, thoroughly equipped in all respects exce})t the ad-
ditional horses and their accouterments. But I also require a battery
of four 10-pounder Parrotts; this 1 have not got. Unless such a bat-
tery can be sux:>plied already prepared for this service from some other
command, it will be necessary to equip one throughout. If the requi-
site number of horses can be obtained, all the rest can be accoinj^lished

Avithout difficulty and with very little delay. I have already taken the
necessary measures for that end, if it should become necessary, and I

have also an organized and well-instructed conijAany, the Louisiana
Guard Artillery, under Capt. C. A. Green, now dismounted, ready to

take the battery at once. This arrangement, hoAvever, will require
sixty-two more horses to be supplied than Avould be necessary if a
battery already equipped should be assigned, making the whole number
of horses to be furnished 230 instead of 108.

I Avill add that in my judgment the su])XAOrting cavalry force should
not be less than 1,500 men, commanded by an officer of exx)erience and
of ax)i)roved ability in that arm of servu^e.

A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. PEMBERTON,

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Artillery.

Peterseurg, August 8, 1864—4 p. m.

Mnj. Gen. Wade Hampton,
atony Creelc

:

Have you received further intbrmation of dex)arture of enemy^s cav-
alry Are you able to take the field!

R. E. LEE,
General,
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BEAUREGARD’S COMMAND.^

General G. T. Beauregard.

JOHNSON’S DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. .Johnson.

Grade’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Archibald Gracie, Jr.

41st Alabama, Col. Martin L. Stansel.

43d Alabama, Lieut. Col. John J. Jolly.

59th Alabama, Lieut. Col. George W.
Hnguley.

60th Alabama, Col. John W. A. Sanford.

23d Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Samuel
Salter.

Elliott’s Brigade.

Col. Fitz William McMaster.

17th South Carolina, Maj. John R. Culp.

18th South Carolina, Cajit. R. H. Gleim.

22d South Carolina, Lieut. T. N. Able.

23d South Carolina, Capt. H. H. Lesesne,

26th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. J. H.

Hudson.

Ransom’s Brigade.

Col. Lee M. McAfee.

24th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John L.
Harris.

25th North Carolina, Capt. Matthew N.
Love.

35th North Carolina, Capt. Sandford G.
Howie.

49th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. James T.
Davis.

56th North Carolina. Capt, Lawson Har-
rill.

Wise’s Brigade.

Col. John T. Goode.

26th Virginia, Capt. Napoleon B. Street.

34th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Randolph Har-
rison.

46th Virginia, Capt. John H. White.
59th Virginia, Maj. Robert. G. Mosby.

hoke’s division.

Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoke.

Clingman’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clingman.

8th North Carolina, Maj. Rufus A. Bar-

rier.

31st North Carolina, Col. John V. Jordan.

5l8t North Carolina, Col. Hector Mc-
Kethan.

6l8t North Caroliua,Maj .Henry Harding.

Colquitt’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Alfred H. Colquitt.

6th Georgia, Col. John T. Lofton.

19th Georgia, Col. James H. Neal.

23d Georgia, Col. James H. Huggins.

27th Georgia, Maj. Hezekiah Bussey.

28th Georgia, Capt. John A. Johnson.

Martin’s Brigade.

Col. Charles T. Zachry.

17th North Carolina,Capt. John L. Swain.
42d North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Charles

W. Bradshaw.
66th North Carolina, Col. John H. Nether-

cutt.

Hagood’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Johnson Hagood.

11th South Carolina, Maj. John J. Good-
iug.

21st South Carolina, Lieut. N. A. Easter-
ling.

25th South Carolina, Capt. William B.

Gordon.
27th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Julius A.

I

Blake.

I

7th South Carolina Battalion, Maj.

!

James H. Rion.

* Or the two divisions of infantry and the artillery commanded by General G.
T. Beauregard,” at Petersburg, Va. Inspected August 8-29, 1864.



Chap. LiV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. CONFEDERATE. 1167

ARTILLEKY.

Col. Hilary P, Jones.

Bead’s Battalion. Moseley’s Battalion.

Maj. John P. W. Read. Lieut. Col. Edgar F. Moseley.

Blount’s battery.
Macon’s battery.
Marshall’s battery.
Sullivan’s battery.

Boggs’ Battalion.

Cumming’s battery.
Miller’s battery.

Slaten’s battery.
Young’s battery.

Coit’s Battalion.

Maj. Francis J. Boggs. Maj. James C. Coit.

Martin’s battery.
Sturdivant’s battery.

Bradford’s battery.
Pegram’s battery.
Wright’s battery.

War Department, 0. S. A.,

Richmond., Va., August 1864.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia:

General : I have to apologize to you for not sooner having acknowl-
edged and replied to your letter of the 1st instant relative to the order
suggested concerning deserters. Your communication was promptl}^

laid before the President, but owing to the fMessure of important en-

gagements I only on yesterday received his reply in the form of an
indorsement upon a letter from myself. I send both as the best mode
of conveying the exact wish of the President.* I may add that my own
views concur entirely with your opinion, and would approve such an
order as you propose.

Very respectfully,

JAMES A. SEDDOY,
Secretary of War.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 187. ) Richmond, August 9, 1864.*******

XI. Capt. E. M. Sims, assistant adjutant-general, is relieved from
service with Brigadier-General Bratton’s brigade, and is assigned to
duty with Brigadier-General Gary’s cavalry brigade. He will report
accordingly without delay.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAME. W. MELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

*Iuclosure8 not found, but see General Orders, No. 54, August 10, p. 1169.
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Petersburg, August 9, 1864—9.30 p. m.
General G. E. Pickett,

Hancock's House:

Order Poagiie’s battery to take position against Dutch Gai). Turn
every one of your heavy guns at Hewlett’s on them. Send a courier
to Captain Mitchell for assistance from the fleet.

R. E. LEE.

Petersburg, Va., August 9, 1864.
Lieut. Col. J. O. Pemberton,

Richmondj Va.

:

Telegram received. I have not a battery to spare. Am trying to

get more guns here.

R. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters Artillery, Third Corps,
August 9j 1864.

General Pendleton,
Commanding Artillery

:

General: Nearly the whole of the available force of the artillery is

at work day and night on the works alluded to in Captain Pendleton’s
note, and infantry details are made for the same purpose. The detail

this morning was driven’away by the enemy’s shells.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. L. WALKER,

Colonel and Chief of Artillery
j
Third Corps.

Inspection Reports^ FickeWs division., August 9-29.

Barton’s Brigade.

(August 10, 1864.)

Col. William R. Aylett.

9th Virginia, Col. James J. Phillips.

14th A^irginia, Col. William White.
38th Virginia, Lieut. Col. George K.

Griggs.
.53(1 A^irginia, Maj. John C. Timberlake.
57th Virginia, Col. Clement R. Fontaine^

Uunton’s Brigade.

(August 9, 1864.)

Brig. Gen. Eppa Hunton.

8th Virginia, Col. Norhorne Berkeley.
18th Virginia, Col. Henry A. Carrington.
19th Virginia, Capt. AA^aller M. Boyd.
28th Virginia, Lieut. Col. William L.

AVingheld.
56th Virginia, Capt. John Richardson.

Corse’s Brigade.

(August 12, 1864.)

Brig. Gen. Montgomery D. Corse.

15th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Emmett M.
Morrison.

17th Virginia, Col. Arthur Herbert.
29th Virginia, Col. James Giles.
30th AJrginia, Lieut. Col. Roberts. Chew.
32d Virginia, Col. Edgar B. Montague.

Terry’s Brigade.

(August n, 1864.)

Brig. Gen. AVilliam R. Terry.

1st A^irginia, Lieut. Col Frank H. Lang-
ley.

3d yirginia. Col. Joseph Mayo, jr.

7th Virginia, Col. Charles C. Floweriei;.

11th A’irginia, Chi])t. John Holmes Smith.

I

24th Virginia, Ca]>t. William W. Bentley.
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August 10, 1864.

Col. S. W. Melton,
AHshtant Adjutant- General^ War Office^ Richmond:

Don’t let the proposition for the relief of the poor people here be lost

sight of. The chief commissary states that he has heard of no action
in the matter.

W. H. TAYLOE.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia,
Ko. 54. i August 10, 1864.

All persons connected with this army who are absent without proper
authority are enjoined to return to their respective coininands without
delay. This order is intended to embrace those who have remained
absent beyond the time limited for their return, or after the cause of
their absence has ceased. All such persons are admonished that every
day they remain from their post adds to the dangers and labors of their

comrades, while it increases their own responsibility to the laws they
are violating. The commanding general deems it only necessary to re-

mind those who have erred through thoughtlessness or negligence of
the shame and disgrace they will bring upon themselves and their fami-

lies if they shrink from the manful discharge of duty in the hour of
their country’s need, and leave their homes to be defended and their

independence to be secured by the unaided courage of others. To
those whose absence has been prolonged until they have incurred the
guilt of desertion, he can only say that a jirompt and voluntary return
to duty alone can palliate their offense and entitle them to expect any
clemency. If arrested and brought back, justice to the faithful and
true as well as the interests and safety of the country, requires that
they shall suffer the extreme penalty of the law.

E. E. LEE,
General.

Petersburg, Va., August 10, 1864.

General E. S. Ewell,
Commanding, Chaffin’s Bluff:

I think that the camp at Dutch Gap is probably the marines. Could
not Captain Mitchell shell it while Pickett opened on land batteries

and you attacked it^ They will soon be fortified.

E. E. LEE.

Eichmond, Va., August 11, 1864.

General E. E. Lee,
Dunn’s Hill, near Petersburg :

Am informed by Mr. Quid that nearly all of Sheridan’s cavalry were
reported to have gone u]) the Potomac; also some infantry; that a

movement against the Weldon railroad by infantry is proposed. It is

thought idle to attack your intrenchments, but feasible to starve you
out. An unofficial dispatch of 11th instant again announces disaster

fo Mc(hiusland and Johnson near Moorefield.
JEFF’N DAVIS.

74 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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War Department, G. S. A.,

BicJmiond, Va., August 11^ 1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Petersburg^ Ya.:

Information tlirongli signal office, said to be reliable, from Washing-
ton, of the 8th instant, states Grant and staff arrived in Washington
from Baltimore on the 6th, and that his army has been moving away
rapidly from Petersburg since his unsuccessful mining J^at. Troops
and munitions in large numbers and quantities have recently landed
at Alexandria, Annapolis, Baltimore, and Washington from Grant’s
army. This accords with information from same source of 5th and 6th,

which states that Sheridan and Hooker were in Washington; that 2,500

cavalry had arrived
;
that Grant and staff had gone to Harper’s Ferry,

and that Sheridan’s cavalry, 8,000, were all in Washington. Total
force for operations in Maryland believed to be 50,000; total left at

Petersburg about the same. Troops being sent to Harper’s Ferry and
that region. Brigade of cavalry witli artillery passed through Wash-
ington on 7th. You must estimate the worth of these reports.

J. A. SEDDOR,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
August If, 1864.

Hon. J. A. Seddon :

Your dispatch of to-day received. General Grant has been at Har-
per’s Ferry; General Sheridan has been placed in command of that de-

partment; the greater part of his cavalry has gone with him. The part
of the Miieteenth Corps that has been serving here, and probably the
Eighteenth Corps, are the only infantry, I believe, that have left Gen-
eral Meade.

R. E. LEE.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
Nto. 189. ( Richmond^ Ya.^ August If, 1864.*******

XXX, Brig. Gen. George H. Steuart is assigned to duty in the Army
of Northern Virginia, and will report for orders to General R. E. Lee,
commanding, &c.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAML. W. MELTON.

Headquarters,
August If, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. R. H. Anderson:
General : The Washington Chronicle of the 8th states that General

Sheridan has superseded General Hunter in command of the troops on
the upper Potomac, and I believe that the greater part of his cavalry
has been detached by General Grant and sent to Washington and Bal-
timore. This morning General Hampton commences his march for

Culpeper, with his division, to report to you. It is desirable that the
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presence of our troops be felt beyond the Eappahannock. Yon bad
better take position north of Culpeper Court-House and let the cavalry
operate north of Eappahannock Eiver. Should the enemy’s forces move
west of the Blue Eidge range, leaving Washington uncovered, the
cavalry might cross the Potomac east of the mountains and demonstrate
against that city. Should he concentrate all his cavalry in the Valley,
unless it can be withdrawn by other operations ours must meet it, and
General Hampton must take command of all the cavalry when united.

x\ny euteiprise that can be undertaken to injure the enemy, distract or

separate his forces, embarrass his communications on the Potomac or

on land, is desirable. If you can learn what troops have been detached
from Grant’s army let me know. Prisoners and deserters state the

Eighteenth Corps and the portion of the Nineteenth operating here
have left.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Northern Virginia,
No. 189. j August 11, 1864.
4 * * * * * * *

V. Col. John D. Barry, having been appointed to the temporary rank
of brigadier-general, is for the present assigned to the command of
Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division. Third Corps, and will report accord-
ingly.

VII. Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton is assigned to the command of the
cavalry of this army. Division commanders will report to him ac-

cordingly.
VIII. The following officers of the general staff heretofore attached to

the headquarters of the cavalry will report for duty without delay to
Major-General Hampton, commanding, &c. : Maj. H. B. McClellan,
assistant adjutant-general; Maj. A. E. Venable,’ assistant adjutant-gen-
eral; Maj. George Ereaner, assistant inspector-general; Maj. N. E.
Eitzhugh, chief quartermaster

;
Maj, W. J. Johnson, chief commissary

of subsistence; Capt. J. M. Hanger, assistant quartermaster; Surg. J.

B. Fontaine, medical director; Ca^it. Charles Grattan, chief ordnance
officer; Maj. G. M. Eyals, provost marshal.
By command of General E. E. Lee:

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
Atigust 11, 1864.

General Wade Hampton,
Commanding, &c.

:

General: I desire you to proceed with your division to Culpe]ier.
On arrival you will report to Lient. Gen. E. H. Anderson, commanding
in that quarter. The object is to threaten the enemy’s flank and rear
should he move across the Blue Eidge into the Valley, and to retain his
forces about Washington for its juoteiition. It is desirable that tlie
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presence of the troops in that region he felt, and should the enemy
move lip the Potomac, leaving his capital uncovered, that the cavalry
cross the Potomac, if practicable, east of the Blue Pidge. Should tlie

enemy’s cavalry be concentrated in the Valley, ours must meet it, if it

cannot cause its withdrawal by other operations. Specific instructions
will be given you by General Anderson.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. E. LEE,

General.

Headquarters,
Aiujust 12j 1864.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederate States

:

Mr. President: I received last night your dispatch of the 11th,

giving information of the enemy’s movements. I was aware of the de-

parture of a large part of Sheridan’s cavalry, and that he had taken
command of the Eederal forces in the Valley. Torbert’s division is the
only one that has yet reached that region, and I am not positive

whether the whole of the other divisions have gone or not, though it is

so reported. I thougiit it best, however, to move Hampton’s division

to Culpeper, and it commenced its march yesterday. W. H. F. Lee’s
division is retained, and I hope it will be sufficient for tlie protection
of the railroad. If I find that the enemy’s cavalry here is superior to

ours I will recall some of Hampton’s. I have assigned General H. to

the command of the cavalry. General Butler, he thinks, is best quali-

fied to command his division; as he does so now by right of seniority

I have recommended no change. The forces opposed to General Early
consist of the Sixth and Eighth, two divisions of the Mneteenth, and
the Thirteenth Corps; the latter recently arrived from Eew Orleans.
General Early was at Newtown on the 11th, and the enemy, who, for the
two previous days had been endeavoring to approach his rear, was
apparently moving toward Front Eoyal. I have directed General
Anderson to move toward Thornton’s Gap and be governed by circum-
stances. General Early reports that General Bradley Johnson’s bri-

gade had been surprised in camp near Moorefield and routed, losing four
guns. I have directed that if General J. is to blame he must be relieved

from command. I went up to Howlett’s Thursday morning, having
heard that the enemy had thrown a body of troops on the neck at

Dutch Gap, with a view of endeavoring to drive them off. Their posi-

tion was about two and a half miles from the battery, and Major Smith
reported, from his experience on former occasions, owing to inferior

powder, he could not be certain of throwing his shot more than 1,200

yards. I signalled to General Ewell to attack them Aoin his side and
to arrange with Captain Mitchell to shell them from his gun -boats.

This I hoped would have been done that afternoon, but he could not
complete his arrangements until yesterday afternoon, and then had to

suspend the attack for an exchange of prisoners previously arranged.
The force, I understand, is composed partly of negroes, and that they
are engaged in cutting a canal through the neck. What use they will

make of it I do not see, unless their object is to turn Pickett’s lett. I

have i)osted Lieutenant-Colonel Poague’s battalion of artillery on tlie

heights of Proctor’s Creek, west of Howlett’s farm, and will commence
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a heavy battery on the river in that vicinity as soon as possible.

Perhaps it is thought the James River can be so reduced as to prevent

the navigation of our naval boats.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

p. s.—General Grant is reported to have returned from Harper’s

Ferry. He was at Old Point on the 8th, and a deserter states he and
Butler were at Dutch Gap yesterday.

R. E. L.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Auffiist 12^ 1864.

General R. S. Ewell,
Chaffiii’s Bluff:

Deserter reports that men at Dutch Gap are volunteers, paid 40 cents

extra for digging, their purpose being to dig a canal. If they cannot
be stoiiped arrangements must be made to make the canal useless by
choosing positions and erecting batteries, &c. See what can be done.

R. E. LEE.

General Orders, ) Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
t Army Northern Virginia,

No. 10. ) August 12, 1864.

In accordance with paragraph VII, Special Orders, No. 189, head-
quarters Army Nortliern Virginia, 11th ofAugust, 1864, 1 hereby assume
command of the cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia. Orders
heretofore published for the government of the cavalry are reaffirmed.

WADE HAMPTON,
Major- General.

August 13, 1864.

Captain Davidson:
hiring has been going on all day from our gun-boats and the battery

of light artillery in position at Signal Hill (Rockbridge battery) on the
enemy at Dutch Gap. Our bring was warmly returned by the enemy’s
gun-boats, assisted by the shore batteries at Baldwin’s. I am hapjiy
to say no casualties yet on our side. The Rockbridge battery of light

artillery did great execution among the enemy’s works at Dutch Gap.
The only damage done us by the enemy was a large shell, which passed
through an officer’s bed, tearing u]) the floor and passing out at the back
])art of the house. No one inside at the time.

Very respectful 1y

,

G. E. SMITH.

Richmond, Augusi IS
,
1864.

General S. Cooper:
(Tlirough Genend R. E. Lee, commanding.)

General: 1 res])ectfully recommend that a bureau of cavalry be
estabJished here, subordinale to the Adjutant and Inspector Generals
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Department, and charged specially Avitlitlie care, direction, and organ-
ization of the cavalry arm of the service. Some officer who has had
experience in this branch of the service could be assigned to duty as
chief of the new bureau.

I am, very respectfully, yours,
WADE HAMPTON,

Major-General.

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 15j 1864.

Respectfully forwarded.
I think much good might be accomplished for the cavalry by estab-

lishing this bureau as a part of the Adjutant and Insiiector’s Depart-
ment to take charge of the interests pertaining to all the cavalry
service. I think that General R. S. Ewell is the officer best qualified

by experience and information and service for the position of chief.

Besides possessing great merit he has great claims.

R. E. LEE,
General.

[Second indorsement.]

December 8, 1864.

Respectfully referred to General Ewell, whose attention is invited to

the subject, and particularly to the indorsement of General Lee, and
for his views.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

[Tliird indorsement.]

Headquarters Department of Richmond,
December 27^ 1864.

Respectfully returned.
While willing to do anything that the Government may require, I

much prefer active duty in the field should the interests of the service

permit such assignment. I have been exclusively on similar duty for

nearly a quarter of a century, and have no experience whatever as a
bureau officer.

R. S. EWELL,
'

Lieutenant- General.

Richmond, August IS, 1864.

General S. Cooper:
(Through General R. E. Lee, commanding.)

General : I respectfully recommend that an inspector-general of

cavalry, with the rank of colonel, be appointed, who will be charged
with the duty of inspecting all the cavalry in the field under the direc-

tions, of course, from ^le Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office.

Maj. H. von Borcke has been engaged partially on this duty, and I

know of no one more competent in every way to fill the position pro-

])Osed. He is a thoroughly educated soldier, has been serAung most
gallantly with the cavalry of this army for two years, and is now, un-
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fortunately, disqualified to enter tlie field by a severe wound. Until
he is able to resume his duties in the field he could admirably dis-

charge those of inspector-general.

I am, very respectfully, yours,
WADE HAMPTON,

Major- General.

[First indorsement.!

Headquarters Army of Northern Viroinia,
August 15

j
1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the consideration of the Department.
This is a matter for decision of the Adjutant and Inspector General,

as it pertains to duties of his office. I can only state that Major von
Borcke is an officer of singular worth and merit, of great zeal and gal-

lantry, and merits every consideration.
R. E. LEE,

General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Department of Richmond,
Beeember ^6', 1864.

Respectfully forwarded.
As this was inclosed with the letter in reference to the Cavalry

Bureau to me, I presume some expression of ojiinion is expected. As
far as my knowledge of this officer extends I think this appointment a
very suitable one.

R. S. EWELL,
Lieutenant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14., 1864.

Hon. Secretary of War,
Rielimond, Ya.

:

Sir : I regret to state that the desertions are increasing in some of the
regiments of this army. General Hill reports, on the 12th instant, the
desertion of a lieutenant and twenty-four men from the Ninth Alabama
Regiment, ten men from DemenCs (Maryland) battery, and six others
from difierent regiments of Mahone’s division. The troops are suffer-

ing much discomfort in the trenches, which may in part account for

these desertions, and the circular issued by the Washington author-
ities, promising immunity to deserters and exemption from military

service, may also have had its effect. From the statements of Federal
deserters of the feeling in their army, I wrote to you some time since

that I thought good might be done by issuing an order ijromising to

receive their deserters and give them the means of reaching their homes
by a safe route, and shall be glad to know your views on the subject.

In some cases I believe iiarticular causes of discontent are alleged to

exist among our men. In the Ninth Alabama, from which there have
been numerous desertions, it is said that the dismissal, last winter, of
a favorite officer gave great dissatisfaction. The deserters are sup-

X)osed to be making their way home with the intention of joining some
cavalry commands that are being organized in Alabama, as I am
informed. Unless this i)ractice be checked, our army will be seriously
weakened. Steps should be at once instituted to punish all officers who
receive deserters into their commands, and I recommend that the or-
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ganizations, said to be forming in Alabama, be at once visited, and in

case deserters from tliis or any other army be found in them, the author-
ity to raise them be revoked, and the officers and men i3laced in the
regular service. I have before pointed out the evil consequences
resulting, in my opinion, from granting authority to raise new com-
panies, &c.

j
but, if it must be done, I advise that in all cases the pres-

ence of any absentee from another command in one of the new ones,

whether the officer commanding was aware that the man had no right

to enlist with him or not, be held a sufficient reason for revoking the
authorization and breaking up the new organization. I see no other
way of arresting the evil, and causing those engaged in recruiting new
commands to take sufficient precautions against receiving deserters.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
K. E. LEE,

General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14., 1864.

Lieutenant-General Ewell,
Commanding, ffic. ;

General: On my visit to Howlett’s house yesterday I had a full

view of the ground at Dutch Gap and could see distinctly their tents

and lines of intreiichments in front and rear of their position, with rifle-

pits in advance. The men were concealed from view, probably driven
under cover by our fire, which, from the gun-boats, was very accurate.

No working parties were, of course, in sight, but I could see nothing to

indicate the construction of a canal as is reported by prisoners and
deserters from the enemy. Colonel Mayo, Third VirginiaEegiment, who
is stationed on the point at HowletCs farm, says that owing to the
height of the blufi's at Dutch Gap and their being thickly covered with
tall trees it is impossible to get a view of their operations from the
highest point on his side. Small parties of the enemy, however, could
be seen moving along the bank yesterday, and did not seem much
embarrassed by the fire of our batteries or gun-boats. Officer command-
ing pickets on the margin of the river reported the enemy at work all

night before last. Wagons were heard going and coming, unloading
plank

;
also sounds of digging, driving stakes, &c. The details at work

are estimated to be about GOO men. Can you not from some point on
your side of the river discover what the enemy is doing? If we cannot
arrest his work we must in other ways counteract his operations. Per-
haps the navy might accomplish both objects. I desire you to see
Captain Mitchell and see what can be done.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' R. E. LEE,

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14, 1864—9.15 a. m.

General C. W. Field,
Chaffinh Bluff:

What is the character of the force advancing against your left?

Concentrate the cavalry in that quarter and dispose your infantry
to resist it.

R. E. LEE.
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Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14j 1864—12.16 p. m.

General 0. W. Field^
Chaffi76s Bluff:

You do not say wlietlier the force of enemy is infantry or cavalry.

Yon must call for re-enforcements from liichmond. There are none
here. Give hour of dispatch.

K. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14^ 1864.

General C. W. Field,
Chaffinh Bluff:

Have sent to halt Hampton, and ordered cavalry from this side. If

unnecessary let me knoAv. Aid the cavalry all you can and drive hack
enemy.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Augiist 14, 1864.

Ge*neral C. W. Field,
Chaffin'’s Bluff

:

Hampton aaoII he with you this evening. Two brigades go from here.
Major Anderson, with 500 cavalry, ordered from Eichmond. This may
he a feint to draw troops from here. Watch closely and return the
troops here at the earliest moment.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14, 1864.

General W. Hampton,
Beaver Bam, Va.

:

Halt your command and return toward Eichmond. Gregg’s division
is crossing at Deep Bottom. Send hack an officer to ascertain xiosition.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 14, 1864—1.30 p. w.

Maj. E. 0. Anderson, Jr.,

Commanding Betachment Young^s Brigade of Cavalry

:

(Care of Lieutenant-General Ewell, Eichmond.)
Proceed at once with your command to the vicinity of New Market

and report to Major-General Field, commanding.
W. H. TAYLOE,

Assistant Adjutant- General..

[August 15, 18G4.—For General Orders, No. G5, Adjutant and Inspec-
tor General’s Office, Eichmond, Va., relating to treatment of deserters
from the Union Army, see inclosure, Mott to Humphreys, August
2G, p. 529.]
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Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 192. ) Richmond., A%igust 15, 1864.
* * * * * * *

XVIIl. Col. M. Lewis Clark, artillery. Provisional Army, C. S.,

is assigned to inspection duty in tlie Ordnance Department. He will

report to and receive instructions from Col. J. Gorgas, cliief of ordnance,
C. S. Army.****-)(:**
By command of the Secretary of War:

SAML. W. MELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

August 15, 1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Chaffiids Farm :

One of Hearing’s scouts, said to be generally correct, reports Hancock’s
Second Corps went to City Point and came back again yesterday.
Field’s capture of prisoners from this corps yesterday seems to contra-

dict this. Perhaps you have positive information. Hearing also re-

ports enemy have withdrawn their pickets from Gary’s Church. Hill

reports enemy has strengthened his force in his front. At daylight
about three brigades were seen moving to enemy’s left. Hill’s pickets
report wagons or artillery moving from 11 until 3 o’clock last night to

our left.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

August 15, 1864.

General R. E. Lee:
General Hampton telegraiihs from Richmond his command is moving

back and he awaits instructions there. Cars are at Huiiloii’s for two
brigades. If not needed for this purpose, Colonel Otey would like to

have them for supplies.
W. H. TAYLOR;

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of N. Carolina and Southern Va.,
Near Petersburg, Va., A^igust 15, 1864.

General Samuel Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

:

General : Understanding that General Braxton Bragg has returned
to Richmond, I have the honor to request as early an answer as practi-

cable to my letter of the 25th ultimo.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

See Vol. X L, Part 111, p. 801.
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[First indorsement.]

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office,
August 17^ 1864.

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, to Avliom the former
letter of General Beauregard was referred, inclosed in B. 1523, some
time since.

H. L. CLAY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Second indorsement.]

August 19, 1864.

Respectfully referred, at the retpiest of General Beauregard, to Gen-
eral Bragg.

It is hoped the explanations of General Beauregard may be deemed
satisfactory, as I apprehend a court of inquiry, under present circum-

stauces, would be inconvenient and probably mischievous.
J. A. SEDDOK,

Seeretary of War.

[Third indorsement.]

Headquarters Armies of the Confederate States,
Altgust 22, 1864.

Respectfully returned to honorable Secretary of War.
The communication relating to the movement of Baker’s regiment

was one of many on the subject of delays attending the transfer of

troops in different parts of the Confederacy last spring. I had been
specially directed to.inquire into these delays, and in making this re-

])ort, after mentioning the case of Baker’s regiment, I |)roceeded to call

attention to the want of promptness generally in (‘.omplying with orders
for the movements of troops. The wording of this x)aragraph plaiidy

shows its general application, but as it may, when isolated, be con-

strued to reflect specially on General Beauregard, iny senior in commis-
sion, with whom my relations, both personal and official, have ever
been and I hope will continue of the kindest nature, I beg to Avithdraw
the letter from the files of Amur office.

BRAXTOY BRAGG,
General.

[Fourth indorsement.]

August 22, 1864.

1 am gratified to find that there need not be any further controversy
on this point between tAvo such influential leaders of the army, and
allow, with pleasure, the Avithdrawal generously sougiit.

J. A." SEDHOX,
lleeretary.

Richmond, August 15^ 1864.
Major-General Field,

Chaffin'’s Bluff

:

What is the condition of affairs in your front this morning! Full
information is necessary for intelligent (jo-oixuation.

JEFF’X DAVIS.
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Headquarters Arm.y of Northern Virginia,
August 15, 1864—12.36 a. m.

Maj. (xeii. C. AV. Field,
Chaffing Bluff:

Your telegraiu of 9 p. lu. received. Two brigades of infantry and
W. II. F. Lee’s division of cavalry are on their way to you. The infan-

try left by rail at 7.30 and 9.30 p. in. The cavalry will move right on.

Send an officer to meet it with instructions to General W. H. F. Lee
where he is most required. Hampton is moving down from other side.

W. H. TAYLOK,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Keep Eiclimond advised of movements of enemv’s cavalry.
W. H. T.

Chaffin’s P>LtTFF, August 16, 1864—10.35 a. m.
President Davis :

General Field, on the Darbytown road, reports that General Lee’s
pickets at the swanqi have been driven back, and that the enemy in

heavy force are advancing up the Charles City road and are nearly at

White’s Tavern. Enemy is in rear of Field’s force, and it will be thrown
over on the left to attack enemy in flank. I recommend the works at

Eiclimond to be manned. If Hampton’s force is accessible, please order
it at once down Charles City road.

E. E. LEE.

[Indorsement.]

General G. W. C. Lee:
To man the works as advised, have the local defense troops called out

and notify General Pemberton so that he may give the needful orders
in regard to the artillery of the Eiclimond defenses.

JEFF’N DAVIS.

Eichmond, August 16, 1864.

General E. E. Lee,
Chaffids Bluff:

Your dispatch of this day received. Ceneral G. W. C. Lee will put
his brigade in the city defenses, and General Pemberton will make the

needful disposition of the artillery along the same lines. General

Hampton’s division passed down the Charles City road this morning.
JEFF’N DAVIS.

Chaffin’s IlLiiFF, August 16, 1864—i p. m.

Secretary of War:
The enemy has made a determined attack on our line between the

Darbytown and Charles ( htv roads. A t one time he broke through, but
was repulsed, and we now occupy our original positions.

E. E. LEE.
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Chaffin’s Bluff, August 16, ‘1864—8.30 p. m.

Hoii. Secretary of War:
The enemy did not renew the attack after his repulse mentioned in

my first dispatch. His force on the Charles City road, after advancing

to within two miles of White’s Tavern, was driven back across White
Oak Swamp. Our loss was small.

ll. E. LEE. ^

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 193. )

Eichmond, August 16, 1864.

# * * # * * #

III. Capt. F. T. Forbes, assistant commissary of subsistence, will

re])ort without delay to Lieut. Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding-, &c., to

relieve Maj. Charles Howard, commissary of subsistence, as chief com-

missary of the troops in the Department of Eichmond. Captain Forbes
will continue to superintend the subsistence of prisoners of war in this

city.*******
XXXIII. Brig. Gen. G. W. C. Lee, commanding forces for local

defense, will immediately report with his command to Lieutenant- *

General Ewell, commanding, Xc.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

JXO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Artillery Dep'enses,
August 16, 1864.

Maj. T. O. Chestney,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Major: I inclose, for the consideration of the lieutenant-general com-
manding, a copy of a telegram dispatched tome on yesterday by LieuL
Col. J. M. Maury, at New Market Hill, informing me that the mortars
and howitzers (if not already in possession of the enemy) placed by me at

that point , for the purpose of operating against the enemy’s imntoon
bridge at Deep Bottom, had been turned over by order of General
Field to Colonel Carter. These guns were taken from the defenses of
Eichmond for the special service indicated, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Maury had been placed in command of them by me. Besides these
guns two light batteries and a section of a third, attached to the Eich-
mond defenses, and tem])orarily sent by me to New Market, were by
this order of General Fic^ld ])laced under the command of Colonel Car-
ter. 1 visited XeAV Market in person soon after the dispatch from Col-

onel Maury had been sent, and ascertained from Colon (d Carter tliat the
facts communicated to me by Colonel Maury were correct. 1 submit
this to the consideration of the lieutenant-general commanding Ibr the
purpose of ascertaining to wliat extent it meeds with his approbation.

I am, major, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
3. C. PEMBERTON,

Lieutenant- Colo7iel, Coinmanding.
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[Inrlosure.]

New Market, August 15, 1864.

(Eeceived 2 jy. in.)

Colonel Pemberton :

All the artillery at this point, including that sent down by you, has
been placed by General Field in command of Colonel Carter. I con-
sidered in this case that we had nothing more to do with the operation
here, and ordered Major Taylor back to take charge at the bluff while I

remained merely as a looker-on. I have no authority here to interfere

with the artillery in any way. Colonel Carter permitted the mortar
detachments to return to camp. He also sent the 20-pounder Parrotts
back where they came from. It is useless for Major Taylor to return
here, as he will not be allowed to exercise any command. The how-
itzers, I fear, are gone. It is thought that the enemy carried them off

last night. The 10-pounder Parrotts are here and under command of

Colonel Carter. As you seem to have sent the order for my return to the
Bluff' under a misapprehension I will wait for an answer to this before
returning. I would like to remain a day or two to see the result of
operations here.

J. M. MAURY,
Lieutenant- Colonel.

Near Petersburg, Va., August 16^ 1864—8 a. m.
General R. E. Lee,

Chaffin'^s Bluffs North Side of James River:

All quiet yesterday and last night. Scouts report Second Corps
marched with five days’ rations

5
expedition must then be only a diver-

sion to prevent Early being re-enforced.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond^ Va., August 17, 1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Comm anding, &c.

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 14th
instant, and hear with regret of the increased tendency to desertion
manifested by a portion of your army. I can well understand the dis-

comfort and suff'eriug which troops in this weather must suffer in the
trenches, and I fear with you that the patriotism and self-denial of our
soldiers may not always be proof against the temptations, offered by
the Washington authorities. I have received your recommendation of

an order, which should operate per contra, as an inducement to the ^

soldiers of the enemy to desert, and after conferring with the President
and slight!}^ modifying it, to conform to the suggestions made by him,
I had directed it to be issued aud sent to you. I hope it will o])erate

advantageously to our cause. One of the particular causes mentioned
by you as tending to promote desertion has, I am sure, no just fouuda-
tion, unless misapprehension prevails among our troops.

Since receiving your remonstrance against the issue of authorities to

raise new companies, and your exposition of the mischiefs resulting,

finding your views confirmed by inquiries which I caused to be made in
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our other armies, I promptly revoked the uew outstanding permits, and
from tliat time have steadily refused to grant any more, so that at this

time there is no authority to recruit or form new organizations in

Alabama or elsewhere issued from this Department. The attention of

the Department has likewise been engaged in endeavoring to discover

and return all deserters who have recruited in other companies to their

proper commands. Inspections have been made in the armies of the

South and West, and notice given that deserters should not be received,

and that all heretofore enlisted should be returned to their proper com-
mands. In regard to the dissatisfaction said to have resulted in the
Ninth Alabama Kegiment from the dismissal of a favorite officer I have
no information; but I will cause inquiry to be made, and if any remedy
can be found will endeavor to api>ly it.

I am glad to have your suggestions on these or any other matters
relating to the organization and improvement of your army, and hope
to profit by them.

Very truly, yours,
JAMES A. SEDDON,

. Secretary of War,

Near Petersburg, Ya., August 17, 1864.

General Samuel Cooper,
Adjutant and Insg^ector General,, Bichmond, Ya.

:

Cannot General MacKae be assigned, permanently to command
Martin’s brigade and General Conner (tenqmrarily') Elliott’s brigade ‘I

The services of these two officers are pressingly needed.
G. T. BEAUPvEGAPJ).

Hdqrs. Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia,
August 17, 1864.

Colonel Stevens,
Chief Engineer, Army of Northern Virginia:

Colonel: General Alexander and myself to-day examined the lines

about Chamberlayne’s and in rear of the crater of the enemy’s mine of
the 30th ultimo, with view of best defense in event of another mine
anywhere in that quarter. We concur in the following arrangement of
guns as best, viz: At the i)its preparing for three Blakely 32-pounders,
to have one of those; immediately next it and on its left, one 8-inch
howitzer, and next to it one 2I-i)ounder howitzer. This, we think, com-
bines best the coalition there. The other two 32-pounder Blakelys
had best, we think, be put on the knob behind the Griffith house, and
near them, on tlie same knob, two 24-pounder howitzers. The two 30-

pounder Parrotts, now in position near the mouth of Ragland’s lane,

behind General Heth’s headquarters, ought, we think, to be removed,
as their ammunition is wholly unsafe to fire with over our lines; two 8
or 10 inch mortars had better be gotten, if jiossible, we consider, and
placed there. Those 30-pounder Parrotts might be used with advan-
tage on the north side of the A]>pomattox, and the 8-inch howitzer
recently placed there iniglit be usefully transferred to some x>oint

behind Chamberlayne’s battery
;
suppose that just in front of where the
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30-pounder Parrotts now are. Please confer with such superior officers

as you find it proper to consult, and if your final judgment agrees with
ours let these arrangements be made.

Itespectfully, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

Hdqrs. Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia,
August 17^ 1864.

Colonel Walker,
Comdg. Artillery^ Third Corps, Army of Northern Virginia:

Colonel: General Alexander and myself to day examined the lines

about Chamberlayne’s battery. We should have been very glad to

have had your counsel and would have asked you to join us, but I sup-

posed your boils would not permit you to ride and walk so far. We
concur, among other points, in the judgment that the three 24-pounder
howitzers which you noAv have in position to use as mortars will be
much more useful for the general line i)laced elsewhere, and that three
Coehorn mortars in their stead will answer there better. It seems very
probable that the enemy is moving in earnest toAvard Chamberlayne’s
battery, and it is of the first importance to prepare strong defense
there. Toward this Ave think one of those 24-pounder howitzers had
better be in one of the three pits in rear of Chamberlayne’s prepared
for 32-pounder Blakely, an 8-inch howitzer and one 32-pounder
Blakely being also there. The other two howitzers (24-])ounders) and
the other two Blakelys may perhaps be best placed in the knob behind
the Griffith house. The two 30-pounder Parrotts had best, Ave think,

be removed to the north side of the Appomattox, their ammunition being
so unsafe to fire with over our line, and in their stead two 8 or 10 inch
mortars might be there used to advantage, and perhaps an 8-inch Iioav-

itzer in front of them where Garden had t\Am guns. I wish you to con-

fer with General Alexander on these several points as soon as possible,

and also with Colonel Stevens and General Hill, as it may be neces-

sary to have their views in the case, and as far as can be done Avithout

contravening any importantjudgment, let the proposed arrangements
be carried into effect Avith the least possible delay. The prospect of

such oi)erations by the enemy and these adjustments render it advis-

able for us to defer the exchange of certain battalions between General
Alexander and yourself of which we had spoken.

Bespectfully, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

Near Petersburg, Ya., August 17, 1864—10 a.mi.

General E. E. Lee,
Chaffin'^s Bluff:

All quiet here yesterday and last night. No material change re-

l)orted in enemy’s movemeni^s or position. Thirty-six AA'agons and ten
nmbulances i)assed this morning on military road, rear [ofj Battery 5,

going in direction of City Point.
G. T. BEAUEEGAED.
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Near Petersburo, Ya., August 17, 1864—5 p. m.

General 11. E. Lee,
Chaffin'^s Bluff, Va,:

Have ordered our batteries to open daily for thirty minutes, at 2 and
3 a. m., to prevent enemy^s concentration of troops for an attack.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Chaffin^s Bluff, August 18, 1864.

(Eeceived 11.15 p. m.)

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of ^Yar :

This morning' onr skirmishers reoccupied the hill north of Dutch
Gap, from which the enemy had been driven by our gun boats. This
afternoon the left of our line north of James Eiver advanced against
the enemy’s right to discover his strength and position; drove in his

skirmish line, and finding him strongly intrenched withdrew^ About
noon the enemy in front of Petersburg moved his Fifth Corps toward
the Weldon railroad, when he was met by General Heth, who drove
him a mile, capturing 150 prisoners.

E. E. LEE.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 195. )

Richmond, August 18, 1864.*******
XX. Gapt. M. T. Davidson, Signal Corps, is assigned to duty with

the division commanded by Maj. Gen. C. W. Field, and will report ac-

cordingly.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of Northern Yiroinia,
No. 196. ) August 18, 1864.

Brig. Gen. S. McGowan, having reported for duty, is assigned to the
command of his brigade. General Conner is relieved from the com-
mand of McGowan’s brigade, and will retain the command, for the
present, of Lane’s brigade and the detachments which were ordered to

report to him.
By command of General E. E. Lee

:

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery, Army of Northern Yirgmnia,
August 18, 1864.

[Lieut. Col. W. T. PoAGUE:]
Colonel : Colonel Walker is much in need of men to work two heavy

guns. Onr artillery as well as infantry force here has cpiite as much as

75 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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it can do with ordinary armament, preparing breast-works, &c. I write,

therefore, to get yon to send doAvn to Colonel Walker as soon as practi-

cable such number of men as you can spare from Penick’s battery, to

work those two heavy guns. I suppose you can, with your other com-
panies and a portion of Penick’s men, temporarily man his battery a nd
use it eftectnally, if need be, where now posted. If so, let Captain
Penick come with about thirty men, including, say, two non-commis-
sioned officers besides, if any can be spared. Of course this is not per-

emptorily addressed, because I do not know the particulars of your
situation; you can exercise a judicious discretion in the case. But, if

you can safely admit the arrangement, retain Penick’s guns and horses
for the present, use them as best you can, and send the captain and
men asked for to Colonel Walker and as soon as practicable.

Kespectfully, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

August 18
,
1864 .

Maj. Gen. C. M. Wilcox,
Dunlop^s

:

The camp of army headquarters is being moved to the north side of

James Eiver. Communications for the commanding general should be
addressed to Chaffin’s Bluff until otherwise directed.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

(Same to Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett.)

Near Petersburg, AA., August 18^ 1864—10.15 a. m.

General R. E. Lee,
Cliaffinh Bluff, Va.:

Following dispatch just received from General Bearing

:

Enemy lias driven in my pickets and reserve in front of Yellow House. I am
just going up with another regiment. Colonel Taliaferro reports them in force with
infantry and cavalry.

Can any cavalry re-eiiforcements be sent him! I have none here.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Near Petersburg, August 18, 1864—12 ni.

General R. E. Lee,
Chaffinh Bluff:

Artillery firing of this morning has developed nothing. General
Bearing reported just now, Enemy is advancing in force both upon
railroad and A^anghan road.” I have ordered two brigades of infantry
to support General Bearing. They must return to-niglit to their ])osi-

tions.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.
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Near Petersburg, Va., August 18^ 1864—3.40 p. m.

General R. E. Lee,
Chaffinh Bluff:

General Hill reports that prisoners taken state that two divisions of
Fifth Corps are on railroad. Has Fifth Corps left yonr front?

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Rear Petersburg, Va., August 18, 1864—7 p. m.

General R. E. Lee,
Chaffin’s Bluff

:

General Dearing’ reports having cheeked enemy’s advance at the
Davis house, where they have formed strong line of battle in his

front. He does not think, however, the force more than a few regi-

ments of infantry and one or two of cavalry. I have sent some infantry

to his assistance.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Rear Petersburg, Va., August 18, 1864—7 p. m.

General R. E. Lee,
Chaffin'’s Bluff, Ya. :

General Heth reports having driven enemy about one mile below
Davis’ house. Over 150 prisoners taken, representing three divisions

of Fifth Corps. Heth desires re-enforcements to com^jlcte his success.

He has already all I can spare, three brigades infantry, which must
return to vicinity of lines during night.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Dunn’s Hill, August 18, 1864—10.45 p. m.

General R. E. Lee,
Chaffin’’s Farm

:

General Hoke reports that the railroad to City Point has been used
a great deal to-day by the enemy, and that they are still doing so;

also that bands have been heard in that direction indicating the move-
ment of troops.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

Rear Petersburg, Va.,
August 18, 1864.

Maj. Gen. J. F. Gilmer,
Chief Engineer, Eichmo^id, Va. :

General Lee, having moved his headquarters from here, it is probable
Colonel Stevens will soon follow him; hence Colonel Harris, whose
health, moreover, is not very good, cannot be spared for Mobile. Should
General Lee not require Colonel Stevens he could be sent to that
locality.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.
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Petersburg, August 18, 1864,

Colonel Garnett,
Commanding Hicltsford :

Enemy reported on railroad at Yellovv^ House—both infantry and
cavalry. Be on the alert.

GEOEGE WM. BEENT,
Colonel and -Assistant Adjutamt- General.

(Same to Colonel Armistead, Weldon.)

General Hospital, Howard’s Grove,
Richmond, Va., August 18, 1864.

Hon. James M. Baker,
Hon. A. E. Maxwell,

C. 8. Senators from Florida :

Gentlemen : As an officer of the C. S. Army it is my duty to do all

in my power to increase the strength and efficiency of our armies by
the exercise of my profession or by my advice on subjects appertaining
to the medical hygiene and regulation of the health of the soldiers

under my care and others when necessary. I address this communi-
cation to you in order to call your attention to the condition of General
Einegan’s brigade from our State. This brigade is a very large one,

and was highly efficient while in Florida, for the reason that the men
were accustomed to the climate, which is highly favorable to soldiers

v^ho are acclimated. They enjoyed good health, and Avere capable of
doing good service. Since the arrival of this brigade in Virginia, the
latter iiart of May last, its strength has been reduced fully two-thirds
by various causes, but principally from climatic influences. This being
the hospital for the States of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas,
and Arkansas, 1 will give some facts Avhich go to shoAV that these
Floridians sufler more from sickness here than either of the other
States, because there are more new troops from Florida than from
either of the other States. Texas and Arkansas have but few troops
here, and they are all veterans. Mississippi and Alabama have many
more than Florida, mostly veterans also. The numbers received into

the hospital from each of those States are as follows: Alabama, 2,298;
Mississippi, 925; Florida, 817; Texas, 295; Arkansas, 74. Alabama
has about fifty regiments; Mississippi, about forty; Florida, six

;
Texas,

three, and Arkansas, two, so that the proportion from Florida is far

greater than from either of the otlier States, and the deaths are still

greater in proportion to the admissions. The admissions are about one-
quarter, Avhile the deaths are one-third, shoAving that the Floridians die
more rapidly than from these other States.

The composition ofthis brigade will also piwe that it cannot be efficient

in this climate under the fatigues which they are necessarily compelled
to go through. First, it is composed of men over conscript age;
second, men Avithin conscript age aaTio have been discharged from other
commands in A'irginia and Tennessee because they Avere unable to

stand the hard service; third, boys under eighteen, a large number
of Avhom have taken measles and aaTII be unfit for service here for some
months, and if they are furloughed they have to come back and go
through the same acclimation as if they had iieA^er been here; all these
facts go to proA^e that this brigade cannot do service in ATrginia. It

came here 2,500 rank and tile, and noAV I am informed there are less
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than 800 for duty. If they were sent back to Florida all these siek

would soon recover and it would again be an efficient body of troops
and would do good service there, while here many of them will die, and
others will cumber the hospitals and be a trouble and expense to the
Government. With these oxnnions, whicli I have no doubt will be fully

corroborated by the officers of the brigade, I would earnestly request
you to endeavor to get this brigade back to Florida, and by so doing
you will benefit the cause far more than to let these men linger out a
X)ainful existence in a climate inimical to them. Our rulers are men of

enlarged views and experience, and I have no doubt if you would repre-

sent the matter to them they wx)uld at once order them back.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. M. PALMER,

Surgeon in Charge.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 19

j
1864.

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General: I desire to express the gratification I have derived from
the conduct of the cavalry during its late operations north of James
River. The success of General W. H. F. Lee’s division, on the 15th
instant; the more signal result that attended the combined attack of

his and General Gary’s forces on the following day, and the skillful

execution of your orders on the 18th by General Butler with his divis-

ion, reflect great credit upon the several commands engaged. Please
exxiress to the officers and men my thanks for their gallant and valua-

ble services. The loss sustained by the cavalry in the fall of General
Cliambliss will be felt throughout the army, in which, by his courage,
energy, and skill, he had atoii for himself an honorable name.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 190. ) Eichmond^ Fu., August 19, 1864.*%##***

XXXYII. Paragraph XIY, Special Orders, No. 187,* current series,

is hereby revoked, and Brig. Gen. J. J. Archer, Provisional Army, O.
S., is assigned to duty with the Army of Northern Virginia, and will

report to General R. E. Lee, commanding.
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia,
No. 197. ( August 19, 1864.

* * * # * *

II. Brig. Gen. J. J. Archer is assigned to the command of Archer’s
and Walker’s brigades (temporarily united), of Heth’s division. Third
Corjjs, and will report accordingly.

'^Sec Vol. XXXVIII, Part V, ]>. U53.
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III. Brig. Gen. W. W. Kirkland will report to General G. T. Beau-
regard for assignment to the command of the brigade of Hoke’s divis-

ion heretofore commanded by Brigadier-General Martin.
* * * * . * * *

By command of General E. E. Lee:
W. H. TAYLOE,

Assistant Adjutant- Ge7ieral.

Kear Petersburg, Va., August 19, 1864—8 a. m.

General E. E. Lee,
Clmffinh Bluff:

Three divisions of enemy reported still in position fortifying where
repulsed last evening near Davis’ house, on Weldon railroad. I will

endeavor to-day to dislodge him with four brigades of our infantry and
the division of cavalry you have promised. Eesult would be more cer-

tain with a stronger force of infantry. Signal station reports just now
one brigade of infantry, 100 wagons, and forty-nine ambulances i)ass-

ing toward our front on military road in rear of Battery 5.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Near Petersburg, Va., August 19, 1864—9.20 a. m.

General E. E. Lee, .

Chaffiids Bluff, Va.:

Captured Yankee captain. Says object of expedition was to break
up Weldon railroad and so weaken our forces in front as to increase

chances of breaking our lines, intimating use of another move. The
fire of our batteries this morning must have disconcerted enemy’s
plans.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Petersburg, August 19, 18ff4
—1.30 j). ni.

General E. E. Lee,
Chaffids Bluff

:

General Wilcox reports passing of wagons or artillery all night over
pontoon bridge from north to south side of Appomattox.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Petersburg, August 19, 1864.

General E. E. Lee,
Chaffin’s Bluff:

Colonel Simmons, of Thomas’ brigade, reports that a brigade of

infantry passed pontoon bridge this a. m. about 7 o’clock, moving this

way. Artillery or wagons were passing bridge all night.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED,
General.
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Near Petersburg, Va., August 19
^
1864—8 x). m.

Capt. A. E. Chisolm,
Aide-de-Camxy, Spotsivood Iloitse^ Richmond^ Ya.:

Sliould you not be able to obtain an answer to my letter see Secre-

tary of War on the subject and return as soon as practicable. We
have just defeated the enemy on AVeldon road near here. Captured
large numbers of prisoners.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Headquarters Battalion,
Friendh Farm, A^igust 19, 1864.

General W. N. Pendleton,
Chief of Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia

:

General: In compliance with your instructions received last night,

Captain Penick is sent with thirty men to re|)ort to Colonel Walker.
We will make out to man his guns in case they are needed. We are
not altogether idle here; a moderate fire is kept up at night on the
enemy at Dutch Gap, where it is pretty well ascertained they are cut-

ting a channel. Two of my comiianies, Utterback’s and Williams’,

were sent to Colonel Carter a few days since in obedience to order from
General Lee.

I am, general, with high respect, your obedient servant,
W. T. POAGUE,

TAeutenant- Colonel, &c.

[August 20, 18G4.—For Lee to Seddon and Beauregard to Seddon,
reporting engagement on Weldon railroad, 19th, see Part T, pp. 851,

858.]

Special Orders, ) Ad.it. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 197. \ Riehmond, August 20, 1864.#*•#****

XXIY. Maj. J. R. Braitliwaite, quartermaster. Provisional Army,
C. S., is assigned to duty with Brig. Gen. J. A. Walker, commanding
forces on line of Richmond and Danville Railroad, and will report
accordingly.

# # * # * * *

By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Near Petersburg, Ya., Augtist 20, 1864—8.15 a. m.
General R. E. Lee,

Chaffuds Fluff, Va.:

General Hill re])orts enemy still occupying part of railroad where ho
is fortifying. Am endeavoring to make nec'cssary arrangements to

dislodge him to-day, if practicable.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.
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jS'ear Petersburg^ Va., August 1864.

General E. E. Lee, Cliaffinh Bluff., Va. :

Dispatches of 1 and 1.45 o’clock just received. Prisoners state that,

Second Corps has relieved Ninth Corps in the trenches. Signal sta-

tion reporting movements of troops would seem to confirm this.

Every available man who can be spared from trenches has been with-
drawn. Shall try attack in the morning with all the force I can spare.

I will call on Wilcox for a brigade as instructed.
G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

Near Petersburg, Va., August 20, 1864—7p. m.

General E. E. Lee, Cliaffin\s Bluff, Ya.:

Expect to attack early in the morning. Have already taken one
brigade from Hoke and another from Johnson, extending their com-
mands in the lines to utmost. No available force shall be left behind.
Am happy to hear of Early’s success.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED.

[August 21, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, reporting withdrawal of
enemy from north side of James Elver, and engagement on Weldon
railroad, see Part I, p. 851.]

Eichmond, Va., August 20, 1864.

General T. H. Holmes, Raleigh, JSf. C.

:

The position of the enemy on Weldon railroad requires your forces

to be in readiness for proinpt movement. The force at Wilmington
should be increased.

JEFF’N DAVIS.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21, 1864—10 a. m.

Mr. D. H. Wood, Richmond, Ya.:

Have cars at Eice’s Turnout as soon as possible to bring two brigades^

say 2,000 men, to Petersburg. The troops are now there, or nearly
there.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21, 1864—11 p. m.

Charles G. Talcott,
Danville Railroad, Richmond, Ya.:

It is reported that enemy’s cavalry crossed Weldon railroad at Eeams’
this evening and took direction of Diinviddie Court-House. Eaid on
South Side and Danville road may be contemplated. Be on the look-

out for them.
W. H. TAYLOE,

A ss is ta n t A dju ta n t- Genera 1.

(Same to Colonel Sandford, superintendent South Side road, Peters-

burg, Va.)
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Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21^ 1864—10 a. m.

Alaj. Gen. 0. W. Field :

If all the enemy have left send as many of your brigades as you can
spare. If Gregg has left request Hampton to report to me.

K. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21^ 1864—4.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. C. AV. Field, Chaffinh Bluff:

A brigade of cavalry and one of infantry, followed by wagon train,

are reported crossing in front of our works around Petersburg to our
right. Advise General Hampton. These troops are supx)osed to come
from north of James Eiver.

E. E. LEE,

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21y 1864—4.45 p. m.

Maj. Geu. 0. W. Field:

Telegram received.* If enemy has reduced his force send two of
your brigades to Petersburg. Telegraph Major Wood, Eichmond, to

have cars at Eice’s Turnout.
E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21^ 1864.

GeneraPG. T. Anderson, Commanding Brigade, Bunlop^s:

Camj) your brigade for to-night at some convenient point near where
you are landed from the cars. Notify army headquarters of your loca-

tion. Extend same orders to dismounted cavalry.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistarit Adjutant- General.

Petersburg, Va., August 21, 1864—4.45 p. m.

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton:
Your telegram received. If enemy’s cavalry has left north side I

desire you to move with Hampton’s division to this point as soon as
Xuacticable.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 21, 1864—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. AAAde Hampton, Near Chaffin’s Bluff:

Telegram received. Need not march all night. Select convenient
cam]) for the night and move on early in the morning. Don’t injure

horses.

Not found.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Petersburg, August 21^ 1864.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector Oeneral, Richmond:

My telegram of the 17tli sent asking for assignment of Generals
MacEae and Conner is recalled.

G. T. BEAUEEGAED,
General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of N. Carolina and Southern Ya.,
August 21j 1864.

Brig. Gen. Johnson Hagood:
(Through Major-General Hoke.)

General: Gen^eral Beauregard directs that you will forward to-

morrow morning as early as practicable a list of the casualties of your
command sustained this day. He desires also a report of all the cir-

cumstances attending the recapture of a hag of your command.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

GEOEGE WM. BEENT,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of ITorthern Virginia,
August 22j 1864.

Hon. Secretary of YAr,
Richmond.) Ya.

:

Sir: I have yie honor to inform you that the enemy’s superiority of
numbers has enabled him to effect a lodgment on the Weldon railroad.

Two attacks were made upon him when he first approached the road,

in both of which he was worsted, but the smallness of the attacking
force prevented it from dislodging him. By the time re-enforcements
could be brought from the north of the James Eiver the enemy had so

much strengthened his position that it was found impracticable to

drive him away when the attack was renewed yesterday. When the
army first assumed its present position T informed you that 1 doubted
our ability to keep the road open, owing to the proximity of the enemy,
and his superiority in numbers. If driven from the place he now occu-

pies he could not be prevented from striking the road at some other
point, as our forces are insufficient to guard its entire length. These
considerations induced me to abandon the further prosecution of the
effort to dislodge the enemy, as it could not be done without a greater
sacrifice of life than we can afford to make, and the benefits secured
would be only temporary. I think it evident that the enemy has aban-
doned the effort to drive us from our present position by force, and
that his purpose now is to comx^el us to evacuate it by cutting off our
supplies. I think his intention in the late demonstration north of the
James Eiver was not only to cause the removal of troops from Peters-

burg, but also to try to break through to Eichmond. Being foiled in

that effort, the forces engaged in it have been brought back to this

side, except those at Dutch Gap.
Under these circumstances, we should use every effort to maintain

ourselves by our remaining line of (‘ommunications. The most intelli-

gent and energetic officers should be charged with the duty of super-

intending the transjmrtation of supplies over all the roads upon which
the army depends, and be strictly enjoined to give their luireinitting

l)ersonal attention to the matter. All the transimrtatioii that can be
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spared from roads not now so important to us should be accumidated
on those upon which we depend for supplies, and the most judicious

arrangements made to secure the greatest efficiency of the roads. I

shall do all in my power to get supplies by the Weldon road, bringing
them as far as Stony Creek by rail, and thence by wagons. One train

has already been sent out for this imrpose, and another is preparing to

start. If we can get through the next month or six weeks the corn
crop will begin to be available in Virginia, and afford us great relief.

In the meantime no effort should be spared to work all the roads by
which we are supplied to their utmost capacity. We should not only
I)rovide for our current wants, but try, if possible, to accumulate a
reserve to provide against those occasional interruptions of our com-
munications which the policy of the enemy justifies us in anticipating.

Our supply of corn is exhausted to-day, and I am informed that the
small reserve in Eichmond is consumed. The failure to accumulate a
large surplus was owing, as I am told, to the inadequacy of the supply
brought from the south. If this was owing to bad management of the
southern railroads the evil should be at once corrected. If the supply
itself is short it would be well to have corn brought into Wilmington
if practicable, until the new crop becomes available. The southern
roads should be made to transport as much as the Danville road and
its connection can bring to Eichmond, besides the quantity that we
will endeavor to haul from Stony Creek, and in this way a surplus can
be accumulated. I am confident that by strenuous efforts and strict

economy of all our means we will be able to thwart the plans of the
enemy, and I trust you will give the matter that attention which its

vital imx)ortance demands. The purchase and collection of all stores

required by the army should be everywhere vigorously i)rosecuted. If

we are unsuccessful in maintaining ourselves, I anticipate a good moral
effect from the failure of this last effort of the enemy, when it shall

become known that the only advantage secured by the sacrifice of time
and men at Petersburg has not i:>roduced the results anticii)ated from it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. E. LEE,

General.

Special Orders, ) IIdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia,
No. 109. ] August 22, 1864.
* * # # * * *

IX. Col. John Dunovant, having been appointed to the temporary
rank of brigadier-general, will report to Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton,
commander of cavalry. Army of Northern Virginia, for assignment to
the command of Butler’s brigade, Ilanqiton’s division.##**##*
By command of General E. E. Lee:

W. H. TAYLOE,
I ssistant A djutant- General.

Headquarters Artillery. Third Corps,

General Pendleton :

August 22, 1864.

General : The enemy were attacked on railroad at 8 o’clock on yes-
terday. We failed to dislodge him from his position

j
our loss was
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small. Our troops iiave been withdrawn from liis front and placed
within the trenches. We had to take guns from the line. Captain
Wingfield, as you directed, was brought over to sui^ply their places,

(leneral Hill thinks it will be necessary to keep them here in conse-
quence of the greater extent of line necessary now to cover Petersburg.

Yours, respectfully.

It. L. AA'ALKEK,
Colonel

j
&c.

Headquarters Haoood’s Brioade,
Fetersbnrg, TT/., Angnst 22^ 1864.

Colonel Brent,’
Assistant A djutant- General

:

Colonel : I am directed in a communication from department head-
quarters, just received, to forward a list of the casualties in my com-
mand sustained yesterday, and also to report all the circumstances
attending the recapture of the flag of one of my regiments.*

* * * # * # #

When the line had reached the enemy’s works, some 200 men haying
got into a re-entering angle, where they were exposed to a severe cross-

fire, became confused, and a mounted officer of the enemy galloping out
of a sally-port seized the colors of the Twenty-seventh [South Carolina]
Eegiment and called upon them to surrender. Several officers and
men began to surrender, but had not been carried in. Observing this

I made my way to them from the part of the line upon’ which I was,
calling to the men to shoot him. They either did not hear me or were
bewildered by the surrender of part of their number and failed to do
so. When I got up to him I demanded the colors from him, and that
he should go back into his works, telling him that he was free to do so.

He ( omnienced arguing with me upon our desperate position, and I

cut him short, demanding a categorical reply. He said ^‘N’o,”andI
shot him from his horse. Giving the colors to my orderly and mount-
ing his horse I succeeded in withdrawing the men with as little loss

as could have been expected from the terrible fire to which we were
exposed in retiring. Probably half the men unhurt were brought off

from this imint. 1 beg leave specially to mention the good conduct of

my orderly. Private J. I). Stoney, of the Twenty-seventh [South Caro-
lina] Eegiment, in this matter. He has always displayed gallantry, and
would do credit to a commission.

Very respectfully,

JOHNSON HAGOOD,
Brigadier- General.

[First indorsement.] .

Near Petersburg, Va., Angnst 23, 1864.

Eespectfully forwarded, through General E. E. Lee, to His Excellency
President Jefierson Davis, for his information.
Such an act of gallantry as herein described and ofdevotion to one’s flag

reflects the highest credit on the officer who performed it, and should be
held u]) to the army as worthy of imitation under similar circumstances.

Brigadier-General Hagood is a brave and meritorious officer, who has
distinguished himself already at Batteiy AVagner and Drewry’s Bluff,

^ For portiou of report, lierc omitted, relating to casualties sustaiued, see Part I,

p. 936.
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and participated actively in the battles of Ware Bottom Church, Cold
Harbor, and Petersburg' on IGth and 17th of June last. I respectfnlly

recommend him for i)iomotion at the earliest o])portunity. Attention
is resiDectfully called, also, to General Hagood^s recommendation of

his orderly, Private J. D. Stoney, for a commission. I feel assured he
is well deserving of it.

G. T. BEAUREGAED,
General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August Ai, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded

.

R. E. LEE,
General.

[Third indorsernent.]

Bureau Adjutant and Inspector General,
Appointment Office,

September 1, 1864.

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
By order ;

ED. A. PALFREY,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Fourth indorsement.]

September 21, 1864.

Respectfully submitted, as requested, to the notice of the President.
J. A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

[Fifth indorsement
]

* November 7, 1864.

There are two modes of recognizing distinguished service: one by
promotion, the other by announcement in orders. See recommenda-
tion for the iirivate and note for the brigadier, who I regard as worthy
of promotion when it can be consistently made.

JEFFN DAVIS.

[Sixth indorsement.]

Adjutant-General :

OVEMBER 9, 1864.

Note the President’s indorsement, and if opportunity of promotion
'occurs submit.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Richmond, Va., August 1864.
General R. E. Lee,

Commanding., the., Petersburg., Va.

:

General: Yours of yesterday received. I have inquired of the
Quartermaster-General in relation to the question of Ibrage, the supply
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of which you are aware was mainly drawn from Southwestern Georgia,
communication with which was interrupted by the enemy^s recent raid

on the Central Eailroad. That road is again at work, and the Quarter-
master-General expects the first lot of corn from Macon since the road
was broken will arrive in four or five days, and if there be no further
interruption there will be a steady succession in the arrival from that
quarter^ and that the amount will be adequate for the supply of your
army. He is quite confident that the Danville and Piedmont Eailroad
can transport all which can be brought to their terminus. One of the
difficulties of which he complains is that of getting the corn from the
plantations to the depots, and this, he says, is mainly due to the with-
drawal of the detailed men, overseers, and farmers from their homes
for temporary military service. I have had serious apprehension that
the source of supply might be exhausted by the retreat of the Army
of Tennessee and the consequent exposure of the Atlanta and Mont-
gomery Eailroad, the possession of which by the enemy would compel
the army to draw its supplies from the same quarter which is relied

on to furnish corn for the Army of Virginia. West of the Alabama
Eiver there is an abundant supply of corn, large quantities of which
are stored along the railroads and navigable rivers. The reported
amount now at Montgomery is 300,000 bushels, and the receipts are

said to be equal to the amount sent forward from there daily. The 600
wugons were i)ut on the break on the West Point railroad, and another
train of wagons is running from Montgomery to the railroad at Union
Springs. If General Hood is successful against Sherman, and we sufler

no serious disaster, so as to deprive us of the supplies in Middle Ala-
bama and East Mississippi, I think we shall be better able to sustain
an army here than we were the first year of the war. I directed
inquiry to be made for oats in Virginia and North Carolina, but have
been disappointed by learning that but a small amount can be
obtained. It would seem, therefore, that for the supply of forage we
must mainly rely upon the railroad connection with the south by way
of Danville and Greensborough. I trust the enemy will not be able to

reach that road. I cannot say I was surprised that the enemy have
been able to break through the Weldon railroad, though I regret they
should have had time to fortify themselves as a consequence of feeble

attacks made upon them at the time of their first occupation of it,

which, as I understand, was during the absence of the force he had
detached to the northern side of the James Eiver. Interi)osed, as he
now is, between your army and Weldon, I have felt increased apprehen-
sion lest an attack should be made upon Wilmington. The Northern
papers clearly indicate the change of plan on the part of General Grant
which you think suggested by his operations, and they seem to render
it quite certain that his movement to the north side of James Eiver
was not intended as a feint, but adopted as an easy line under existing

circumstances to apimoacli Eichmond. I will do whatever is in my
powder, and in the manner you request, to aid you in defeating the new
plan, and I hope you will be as successful as you have heretofore been
against this and other generals of the enemy who have been sent to

reduce the capital of the Confederacy and to humble the pride of
Virginia.

Very respectfully and truly, yours.
JBFF’N DAVIS.
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War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond^ Fr., August 23^ 1864.

General E. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of R'ortliern Virginia:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of yesterday,

and hear, with regret, that the enemy have effected a permanent lodg-

ment on the Weklon railroad. I appreciate the consequences likely to

follow in diminishing the conduits of supjdy and increasing the facilities

of attack on our only remaining southern line, the Danville railroad.

Every effort must be made to defend and maintain that road, and the
Department will enjoin enhanced vigilance on the officers charged with
that duty. We may be subjected to serious embarrassments in pro-

curing supplies, but I entertain sanguine confidence that we shall not
be compelled to evacuate your positions for want of subsistence for men
or animals. There have been of late, as you are aware, inteiTux)tions

from raids of the enemy on the southern roads, and, in consequence of
this, and of the facd that the support of both armies, yours and that of
General Hood, has been thrown on the same district of country, there

has been greatly diminished supplies coming forward. The breaks
have all been repaired, or nearly so, and, as I am pleased to learn, there
is no real deficiency of supplies existing in the south, there should be
soon a decided increase in the quantity forwarded. Since the breaks
occurred some of the most efficient officers in the employment of the
Department have been sent south, and especially assigned to the duty
of collecting and forwarding these supplies. There shall be no want
of aid to the Danville railroad to transport all that can be brought to

its terminus. At the same time all the efforts which my earnest injunc-

tions can induce shall be made by the officers of the quartermasters
and subsistence bureaus to obtain supplies of wheat and oats in this

State. Of corn, I regret to say, there is literally none until the new
crop comes in, and the scarcity of it, with the prospects of a bad crop,

diminishes largely the quantity of wheat which can be spared from the
wants of the ijeople. The late reduction, too, in the schedule of prices,

notwithstanding the outcry which was raised against the previous
extravagant rates is, I fear, operating very seriously to inevent deliv-

eries. I do not disguise from you or myself that there may be very
serious strain within tlie next two months in jiroviding adequate sup-
plies. Still, I believe it can and will be done, and certainly no exer-

tion shall be spared on my part to accomplish it.

Very respectfully, yours,
JAMES A. SEDDOl!^^,

Secretary of TFur.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 23

j
1864.

Hon. Secretary of War,
Richmond:

Sir: The subject of recruiting the ranks of our army is growing in

imi)ortance and has occupied much of my attention. Unless some
measures can be devised to replace our losses, the consequences may be
disastrous. 1 think that there must be more men in tlie country liable

to military duty than the small number of recruits received would seem
to indicate. It has been several mouths since the passage of the last

conscript law, and a large number of able-bodied men and officers are
engaged in enforcing it. They should by this time, if they have not
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been remiss^ Lave brought outmost of the men liable to conscription,
and should have no duty to perform, except to send to the army those
who arrive at the legal age of service. I recommend that the facts of
the case be investigated, and that if the officers and men engaged in
enrolling have finished their work, with the exception indicated, they be
returned to the army, where their presence is much needed. It is evi-

dently inexpedient to keep a larger number out of service in order to

get a smaller. I would also respectfully recommend that the list of
detailed men be revised, and that all details of arms-bearing men be
revoked, except in cases of absolute necessity. I have myself seen
numbers of men claiming to be detailed in different parts of the coun-
try who it seemed to me might well be in service. The crops are gen-
erally secured, or beyond the necessity of further labor, and I hope some
of the agricultural details may be revoked. Our numbers are daily

decreasing, and the time has arrived in my opinion when no man should
be excused from service, except for the purpose of doing Avork absolutely
necessary for the support of the army. If we had here a few thousand
men more to hold the stronger parts of our lines where an attack is

least likely to be made, it woidd enable us to employ with good effect

our veteran troops. Without some iinjrease of strength, I cannot see

how Ave are to escape the natural military consequences of the enemy’s
numerical superiority.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 1864.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of TVur, Richmond^ Va.

:

Sir : I have received reports Avhich have led me to believe that the

General Order, No. 65, issued recently from the Adjutant and Inspector

General’s Office,* is beginning to have some effect in encouraging deser-

tions from the enemy. I hope steps have been taken to carry into imme-
diate execution its provisions with regard to persons claiming its pro-

tection and benefits. It is important that these persons should get

home in order to communicate with their friends in the Federal Army.
I think the order should be translated into German, and a considerable

number of copies sent to all our armies for distribution.

I am, with great respeict, your obedient servant,
E. E. LEE,

General.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 199. ] Bichmoiidj August ^3, 1864.*******

XXII. Oapt. J. A. Fuqua, of the Invalid Corps, is assigned to duty
with Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting, Provisional Army, C. S., and AAdll

report accordingly.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

See p. 529.
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Petersburg, August 2i^ 1864—7 a. m.
Maj. Gen. C. W. Field:

Have one of your brigades prepared and ready to move here on
a moment’s notice if required and called for.

K. E. LEE,
General.

Petersburg, Aivgust 24., 1864.

Maj. Gen. 0. W. Field,
Chaffing Bluff:

When you arrive at Dunlop’s, put your troops in motion for Cami)-
bell’s Bridge, and ride or send an officer here for further instructions.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Dept, of N. Carolina and Southern Ya.,
August 24, 1864.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Ya.

:

General: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the
indorsement of General Bragg, stating that in his communication
relating to the movement of Colonel Baker, his remarks had no sx)ecial

application to myself, but were designed to have a general application
to delays in the transfer of troops; and that as the wording of his

remarks might be construed to have an api)lication to myself, with
whom his relations both x^ersonal and official liad ever been, and as he

" hoped would continue, of the kindest character, and asked to withdraw
his letter from the files of the War Office. To this api)lication the
honorable Secretary of War replied that he is gratified that there
need be no further controversy on the ])oint in issue between General
Bragg and myself, and with pleasure has allowed the withdrawal of the
letter generously sought by General Bragg. This prompt disclaimer
of General Bragg of any imputation of official delinquency on my part
lias fully justified my exxiectations and has given me the highest satis-

faction. Concurring as I do in the sentiment exx^ressed by the hon-
orable Secretary of War, that there need not be any further contro-
versy, I beg leave to recall my axiplication for a court of inquiry.

I am, general, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
G. T. BEAUEEGAED,

Geiieral.

[Indorsement.]

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office,
August 27, 1864.

Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
H. L. CLAY,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Tf) R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Headquarters,
August 24, 1864—2.45 _p. m.

General Hampton:
General : Your note of 2.30 is received. General HetR’s division

will also move down the railroad, and General Hill will go in command.
I wish yon to report to him, and do all in your power to punish the
enemy. You ought to have out your scouts to ascertain their posi-

tion and the best point to attack them.
Very respectfully,

R. E. LEE,
General.

Maj

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 25, 1864.

. Gen. G. E. Pickett,
*

HancocWs House :

Your telegram of 24th received. If you can make any demonstra-
tion on any part of your line it may be advantageous.

R. E. LEE.

Hdqrs. Dept, of N. Carolina and Southern Va.,
August 25, 1864.

General Pickett:

Hoke’s mine failed to explode from some nameless cause in the gal-

lery. It will be tried again soon. Have your re-enforcements arrived?
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Chesterfield, August 25, 1864.

General G. T. Beauregard:
So much the better. Only one division has yet arrived from Rich-

mond.
G. E. PICKETT,

Major- General.

Petersburg, Va., August 25, 1864.

Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett,
HancocWs House:

You will please send at once the following dispatch by signal via

Dunn’s house to General Beauregard

:

General G. T. Beauregard :

Have felt enemy in my front and discovered force. Am prepared on my line.

,G. E. PICKETT,
Major-General.

An answer will be sent you by signals which will be unintelligible to

you.* Take no notice of it.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutan t-Genera 1.

See intercepted dispatch Beauregard to Pickett, 2.30 p. m., p. 468.
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Headquarters Second District,
Dept, of North Carolina and Southern Yiroinia,

Goldshoroughj August 25^ 1864,

His Excellency Z. B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina :

Governor : I deem it my duty, as commander of this military dis-

trict, to apprise you of the fact that in all probability combinations are

being made by the enemy which will call for the earnest effort of all

men in the state to avoid catastrophe. I have information from Ply-

mouth that one iron-clad gun-boat has already passed the bar and that
another is being lightened over, and that re-enforcements of infantry

are expected for the purpose of recovering possession of Eastern North
Carolina. You are aware that the enemy holds the Petersburg road,

and I have reason to believe that Weldon will be seriously threatened
soon. As soon as he is sufficiently fortified in the front of his present
position he will be able to detacli a large force against Weldon. I

think he is already moving in that direction. In addition to this. Gen-
eral Whiting is in expectation of an early movement upon Wilmington,
in which case I am expected to render him all the assistance in my
power. Heretofore I have been able to rely on General Beauregard for

assistance from Petersburg, but this is now taken away by the occupa-
tion of the Petersburg road. If these movements are made simulta-
neously the State will be in danger, and in case of either one of them
being made it will require the service of the arms-bearing x>ortion of
the population to enable us to drive them off. In view of the apparent
necessity and the danger which may threaten us at any momenc I must
earnestly and respectfully urge upon Your Excellency to call out the
whole force of the State and send them to me at this jilace, where they
can be made available in any direction. Even if the jiresent signs fail

the moral effect upon the enemy of the knowledge that you are able to

throw a large force into the field for the defense of the State will be very
great and may deter this very movement.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully. Your Excellency’s obedient
servant,

L. S. BAKER,
Brigadier- Ge^ieral.

[AuGtUST 26, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, re^iorting battle at Reams’
Station, see Part I, p. 851.]

War Department, C. S. A.,

Eichmondj Va., August 26^ 1864.
General. R. E. Lee,

Commanding Army of Northern Virginia :

General : I have the honor to acknowledge your letter in regard to
recruiting for the army.* I share your solicitude respecting the decreas-
ing number of our forces, and have been endeavoring, by all the means
in my power, to give activity to the conscript service. The suggestions
made by you shall receive earnest attention, and it is hox)ed may con-
tribute to the recruitment so essential to the success of our cause. I

hear from various sources that tliere are still many active men in the

See August 23, p. 1199.
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country, of military age, who should be embraced by the conscription.

1 cannot help thinking there must be considerable exaggeration, except
in so far as the law has sanctioned agricultural or professional ex-

emption. Certainly there have been earnest and reiterated efforts to
induce activity on the part of the enrolling officers, and it would seem
many very strong motives wonld induce not only their activity, but re-

port to them of all such as are evading service. Those who have not
to go would naturally Avish to send forward defenders, and those who
have would certainly wish to carry forward all others who are liable

with them. There should be, therefore, little opportunity for evasion
or concealment, and the officers of the Conscript Bureau report that
such is really the case. Still, renewed efforts will be made to impress
them with the necessity for greater effort than ever. The class of de-

tailed agriculturists Avill in a short time be a source from Avhich some
may be drawn. You will perceive, however, that I am endeavoring,
through the commander of the reserve forces, to have organized, as
thoroughly as possible, in every i)ortion of the State, all men capable
of bearing arms for some kind of service. In the last necessity these -

may be called forth and made available for more general defense. At
least, the strictly local organizations may give larger scope for move-
ment and usefulness to the reserves proper.

Very resi)ectfully, yours,
JAMES A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 202. \ Richmond., Auynst 26, 1864.***-**##

IX. The captain of Company C, Twelftli Georgia Battalion, Avill pro-

ceed Avith his company without delay to headquarters Army of Northern
Virginia and report to General E. E. Lee, commanding, &c., for assign-

ment to duty with said battalion.

# .
* # * * * *

XXXIX. Maj. I. H. Carrington, ])rovost-marshal of this city, is

charged Avith executing the order for receiving and sending off' desert-

ers who may come in under the invitation of the War Department, as

published in General Orders, No. 65, current series. In sending off

such deserters by the line of the Potomac Ewer the agency of the
Signal Corps may be used, and the commanding officer of that corps is

hereby instructed to furnish an officer, commissioned or non-commis-
sioned, to accompany and direct them, and to render any other facilities

in his power.
* ***#*#

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August J26, 1864.

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General: Your note has been recehxd. I am A^ery mucii gratified

Avith the success of yesterday’s operations. The conduct of the cavalry
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is worthy of all praise. I wished you to be near them, because I feared
that, as Gregg Avas so much in the background in yesterday’s oper-

ations he might be preparing for a raid on the Danville and South Side
railroads. I wish you now to rest the two divisions as much as
practicable, and to take such position as Avould enable you most speedily

to intercept and punish any party which they might send out against
our communication. It would be well to let Bearing’s brigade do all

the picketing if practicable, so as to give the rest of the caA^alry a good
period of repose for refreshing their horses.

I am, very resi)ectfully, your obedient servant,
Ri. E. LEE,

General,

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 203. )

Richmond^ Angiist 27^ 1864,#**#**#
XXXII. Lieut. Col. Arclier Anderson, assistant adjutant-general, is

relieved from present duty, and Avill proceed to make a thorough and
detailed inspection of the different departments of the conscript service

in the State of Virginia outside of the city of Richmond. He will re-

ceive special instructions from and report to General B. Bragg.
* # # # * # *

By command of the Secretary of War:
JXO. WITHERS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Artillery Division, Third Corps,
August 27^ 1864,

Col. R. L. Walker,
Chief of Artillery, Third Corps:

Colonel: Out of the nine guns captured from tlie enemy on 25th
instant Colonel Pegram desires to have one Napoleon; Colonel Mclu-
tosli wants two 3-inch rifles, and General Hampton one 3-inch rifle,

leaving four Napoleons and one 3-iiich rifle to be disposed of. These
five guns are greatly needed by my old battalion, from the fact that Ave

have five Richmond-made 10-pouiider Parrotts that are not serviceable,

and also ‘that this battalion is short two guns in its cgmplement to

comx)lete its batteries. Should those guns Ije given me I shall have
three Richmond-made 10-xAounder Parrotts turned in and their i)laces

supi)lied by the captured guns. You are aAvare that CaxAtain Ross’ bat-

tery of this battalion participated in their capture and needs a XK>rtion

of the guns.
I am, colonel, verv respectfully, yonr obedient serA^ant,

A. S. CUTTS,
Colonel^ Commanding.

[First indorsciuent.]

Headquarters Artillery, Third Corps,
August 27^ 1864,

Colonel: This disiiosition described by Colonel Cutts Avithin, meets
my axiproval as I hope it will yours. Please let me know by courier
Avhat shall be done.

Yours, &c.,

R. L. WALKER,
Colonel, &c.
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[Second indorsement.]

Ordnance Office, Army of Northern Virginia,
August 29, 1864.

Respectfully referred to commaiidiug general to know wlietlier lie

has any special instructions to give in regard to these guns.
BRISCOE G. BALDWIN,

Lieut. Col.j Chief of Ordnance^ Army of Northern Virginia.

[Third indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 30, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Rendleton for his recom-
mendations.
By order of General Lee

:

W. II. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Fourth indorsement.]

Headquarters Artillery. Corps,
August 31, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
I approve of the distribution described by Colonel Cutts and sanc-

tioned by Colonel Walker. It seems scarcely worth while to extend
the distribution beyond the Third Corps, and this arrangement will

render the artillery of that corps efficient.

W. N. PENDLETON,
Brigadier- Oevieral and Chief of Artillery.

Petersburg, August 28, 1864.

Governor William Smith, Richmond

:

My telegram of the 2Gth, asking that the militia on duty in Peters-

burg may be continued thirty days, is unanswered. Their services are

necessary. Please answer.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,

General.

Petersburg, A^tgust 28, 1864.

General M. W. Gary, Chaffin’s Bluff

:

Send scouts to ascertain if bridges are being built en route to

SouthalPs Ferry, and watch movements of enemy and ascertain his

object.

R. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 29, 1864.

His Excellency Z. B. Vance,
Governor of North Carolina, Raleigh

:

Governor: The recent success of the enemy at Mobile may Induce
him to attack Wilmington, and the importance of that is such that
every effort should be made to defend it, as you are aware the strength
of the enemy’s armies in Virginia and Georgia will prevent the detach-
ment of any part of our forces opposed to them, and our cliief reliance

for the protection of Wilmington must be placed upon the reserves and
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local troops of the State. I think, if an attack should be made, the
enemy will be obliged to employ raw troops to a great extent, and I

believe the local and reserve forces, with the present garrison, sufficient

to hold the place, if they will come forward freely. 1 respectfully ask
the co-operation of Your Excellency to induce them to do so, and the aid
of influence and authority to provide means for the most obstinate de-

fense. I have frequently been called upon to mention the services of
North Carolina soldiers in this army, but their gallantry and conduct
were never more deserving of admiration than in the engagement at

Reams’ Station, on the 25th instant. The brigades of Generals Cooke,
MacRae, and Lane, the last under the command of General Conner,
advanced through a thick abatis of felled trees, under a heavy fire of
musketry and artillery, and carried the enemy’s works with a steady
courage that elicited the warm commendation of their corps and divis-

ion commanders and the admiration of the army.
On the same occasion the brigade of General Barringer bore a con-

spicuous part in the oi3erations of the cavalry which were not less dis-

tinguished for boldness and efficiency than those of the infantry. If

men who remain in North Carolina share the spirit of those they have
sent to the field, as I doubt not they do, her defense may be securely
intrusted to their hands.

1 am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE,
General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Army of Northern Virginia,
No. 205. i August 29^ 1864.#***##*

Y^I. Brig. Gen. James H. Lane will resume command of Lane’s bri-

gade, of Wilcox’s division, Third Corps, relieving Brig. Gen. James
Conner, temporarily in command.
Vll. Brig. Gen. James Conner is assigned to the command of Ker-

shaw’s old brigade, of Kershaw’s division. First Corps, and will report
accordingly.****•}(•**
By command of General R. E. Lee:

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistan t Adjutant- General.

Organization of the artillery in the Bepartment of North Carolina and
Southern Virginia., August 29, 1864, Col. Hilary P. Jones, C. 8. Artil-

lery, commanding.

Iiead’s Baitalion.

Maj. John P. AV. Read.

Blount’s (Virginia) Battery.
Macon’s (Virginia) battery.
Marsball’s (Virginia) battery.
Sullivan’s (Virginia) battery.

Coifs Battalion.

Maj. James C. Coit.

Bradford’s (Mississippi) battery.
Pegrani’s (Virginia) battery.
Wright’s (Virginia) battery.

Moseley’s Battalion.

Lieut. Col. Edgar F. Moseley.

Cummiug’s (North Carolina) battery.
Miller’s (North Carolina) battery.
Slaten’s (Georgia) battery.
Young’s (Virginia) battery.

Boygs’ Battalion.

Maj. Francis J. Boggs.

Martin’s (Virginia) battery.
Sturdivant’s (Virginia) battery.
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Headquarters Artillery Corps,
August 30j 1864.

Lieut. Col. W. H. Taylor,
Assistcmt Adjiitant-Generalj Army of Northern Virginia:

Colonel : Haviug to-day re-examined our lines between tbe former
explosion and the crossing of the plank road beyond Eives’ salient, I

desire respectfully to suggest to the commanding general the imiior-

tance of having constructed, as soon as practicable, a covered way along
the rear line of works and guns. Should the enemy spring several
mines at different points of the line simultaneously, such rear covered
way would be of utmost value in concentrating troops quickly at the
critical points. AVithout it, exposed as is that plain to a severe fire, a
considerable detour, involving loss of time and energy, would be neces-
sary in transferring troops from one side to the other. In case of need,
too, such channel and embankment might serve well for a second
line of defense. General Alexander fully concurs with me in this view,

and I have on former occasions understood Colonel Stevens to express
like convictions. The troops in position seem to have as much work
to do on the front line as they can well accomplish. Might it not be
well for some reserve brigade to efiect this within the next night or two
under direction of the engineers?

Kespectfully, your obedient servant,

W. N. PEKDLETOX,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.

Hdqrs. Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia,
August 30

j
1864.

Col. E. L. Walker,
Chief of Artillery, Third Corps, Army of Norther7i yirglnia:

Colonel : Having observed things to day on the left of your line

needing jirompt action I communicate them that you may have the
requisite steps taken

:

First. The 8-inch columbiad is not sufficiently fixed for service; you
had better have it pressed on to completion, as there is no saying when
it may be needed.

Second. The two 8-inch howitzers are nearly useless where they now
are; it is essential that they be otherwise located. One where the
Blakelys were prepared for; one where the two 8-inch columbiads were
prepared for. These changes ought to be made immediately. One of

your 24-iiounder howitzers ought to be also where the 8-inch columbiads
were prepared for, in case of a blow-up and assault at Eives’ salient.

Another of your 24-xiounder howitzers ought to be with the other 8-inch

howitzer, where the Blakelys were provided for. These preparations on
the rear line ought to be acconqilished at once, as there is no saying
when the enemy will si)ring the mines he is constructing. Please have
these matters attended to immediately.

Eespectfally, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery.
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Hdqks. Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia,
August 30^ 1864.

Col. H. P. Jones,
Chief of Artillery

j
Dept, of N. C. mid South. Va.:

Colonel : Under General Orders, No. 52, of yesterday, I call your
attention to tlie firing of tlie guns under Captain Cumining, opposite
Battery No. 1 and at the Archer house. They were nearly out of am-
munition yesterday when I visited them. The rounds on hand in the
train I last night directed to be issued

;
there will still be but short

allowance until more arrives; the firing must, therefore, be very de-

liberate. As the enemy only keeps a thin force on one line, and has
protected himself against our enfilade, it is desirable occasionally to

vary slightly our line of fire, so as the more probably to strike his

troops. The Whitworth had perhaps best fire upon wagon trains, &c.,

when they appear. Please give the requisite directions.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

P. S.—If there are any guns on other portions of your line likely to

give the enemy sx)ecial annoyance, let such also ox)en at the signal

according to the order above mentioned.
W. N. P.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of N. C. and South. Va.,
No. 80. —

)
August 30, 1864.#***##*

II. Col. H. P. Jones, chief of artillery, will proceed without delay to

Wilmington to inspect and organize the batteries of field artillery of

the Third Military District into battalions on the same basis as they are
organized in this army. On reaching Wilmington he will exhibit his

orders to Major-General Whiting and confer with him on the subject.*******
By command of General Beauregard

:

JNO. M. OTEY,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Signal Camp, King George County,
August 31, 1864.

Cai)t. W. N. Barker,
In Charge of Signal Office, Richmond, Va.

:

Captain: Mail duly sent on this morning. We are again blessed
with two light boats, with two launches attached to each, and mounted
with one brass piece on forward deck. They are stationed, one at Ujiper
Cedar Point, one at Lower Chdar Point. No doubt the launches are
intended for jiatrol i)uri)oses. Troo])s have been i)assingu]) on steamers
Sunday, Monday, and also two regular war vessels Monday evening.
Will write next mail more fully in regard to those light boats, and
other news of any iniportance.

Amours, truly.

J. HENEY THGMAS.



1210 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Special Orders,
\

Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 206. j Richmond^ August- 31, 1864.

* * * * * * :5f:

XXXVII. I. H. Carrington, provost-marshal of Eiclmiond, Ya., will

take charge of all deserters from the enemy under General Orders, Xo.
65, Adjutant and Insi)ector General’s Office, current series, and will for-

ward them without delay to Al)ingdon, Ya., thence to he sent to Ken-
tucky and Ohio.
By command of the Secretary of Y^ar:

JXO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia,
August Slf 1864.

Lieut. Gen. E. S. Ewell,
Commanding^ &c.

:

General: General Lee directs me to inclose the enemy’s signal

alphabet,* as deciphered by some of our signal men here. AYeread
their messages with facility, and the general desires you to communi-
cate the alphabet to all signal men operating north of James Eiver,
enjoining them to keep the fact of our knowledge of the aliihabet secret.

The enemy read our dispatches also, and you will please ])ut your signal

officers on their guard.
Very resiiectfully, your obedient servant,

CIIAELES MAESHALL,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Special Orders,
\

Hdqrs. Dept, of Northern Virginia,
No. 207. i

Augnst 31, 1864.

# # * # # *

YI. Lieutenant Chisolm, aide-de-camp of General Beauregard, will

proceed to Eichmond, Ya., and deliver to the honorable Secretary of

War nineteen of the enemy’s colors captured in the recent engagements
on the line of the AYeldon railroad. He will return upon the completion
of this duty.
By command of General E. E. Lee:

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington^ August 31, 1864.

General Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond:

General: I shall be very much obliged if you can give orders to

have me speedily supplied or facilitated rather in i)rocuring tlie galvanic

Not found.
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torpedoes for tlie defense of tlie entrances liere. I made many efforts

for this means of defense some time ago, at least eighteen months, but
unsuccessfully for want of material. The difficulties presented by the

quicksands and force of the sea, and tides on inlets from the ocean,

were found to be very great, and at Charleston, as I am informed, the
galvanic apparatus and torpedoes proved failures. I have, however,
had an interview witli Captain Davidson, of the l^avy, who has had
charge of this means of defense on the James Eiver, an accomj)lished
and successful officer, and am assured that the arrangement of this

means is perfectly practicable. It will be a very great addition to my
power of defense, especially since the destruction of one iron-clad of

our navy here, and the almost entire uselessness of the other, owing to

the worms eating out her bottom, if I could put down some galvanic
torpedoes as soon as possible. You are aware of my condition here;
on that subject I can say no more to the Dex)artment, if, indeed, I liave

not already said too much. I propose that the services of Mr. li. Croley,

electrician on the James, be spared to me for a time, that the Tredegar
or other convenient works provide me as soon as possible witli the pow-
der tanks, and that I be authorized to procure from abroad or else-

where as soon as possible the requisite material in the way of insulated
wire, apparatus, &c., and that the Ordnance Department be directed to

use every effort to aid in this. The results on the James Eiver Avill

justify this action, I think. If I can be aided, the question of time will

be the main point, for since by the loss of the harbor of Mobile and
lAartial occupation of that of Charleston this port is our last one. There
can be little doubt that the enemy will attempt to close it, especially
since we have begun to attack their commerce from this place. I hoi)e
you will not object because I so often call attention to the need of this

xJace, but the magnitude of the interests involved compel me to use all

efforts to save it that are in my x^ower.

Yery respectfully,

W. II. 0. WHITING,
Major-General.

[First iudorsement.]

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office,
September li., 1864.

Eesxiectfully submitted to Secretary of War.
JOHN W. EIELY,

A ssistant A djiitant- General.

[Second indorsement.]

Engineer Bureau,
September 19^ 1864.

Eespectfully returned to the Adjutant and Inspector General.
Apxilication has been made through the honorable Secretary of War

to the Secretary of the Navy for tlie services of Mr. Croley, and Gen-
eral Whiting has been called on for a list of the articles required to be
imxmrted for the preparation of galvanic torpedoes in his department.

J. F. GILMEE,
Major-General and Chief Engineer Bureau.
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Headquarters,
Wilmimjton^ August 31, 1804.

General Beaureoard,
Comdg. Dept, of N. Carolina and Southern Ya., Petersburg :

General : I am compelled once more to call attention to tlie state of
this place. We are running very dangerous risks. I do not know that
the enemy contemplate taking present advantage

j
but they are fools if

they don’t, and if they do I assure you that this our last hold on the
water vill not be able to make the resistance it should do. The garri-

son of the forts is much too small—smaller than it was two years ago
with a double development now. The extra demands upon it, due to

blockade-running, quarantine, and the entire absence of any infantry
support, are such that it must and does rapidly deteriorate. The long
line of shore pickets, absolutely necessary to the security of the position
and for succor to blockade-runners, has to be kept up by diminished
garrisons of heavy artillery, who ought to be at their guns and keep-
ing them in proper order and efficiency. With men doing double duty,
and on guard every other night, I cannot hope to have efficient artil-

lerists, and my last inspection shows the truth of this. Not more than
GOO men guard the coast from the South Carolina line to the western
bar, and in this are included the important forts Campbell and Caswell,
each of which should never have less than 800 men apiece exclusive of
its infantry support. The coast from New Eiver to New Inlet, includ-

ing the Virginia Creek lines and the long lines of batteries called Fort
Fisher, is defended by less than 1,200 men. Fort Fisher alone ought
never to be without a garrison of 2,200. Smith’s Island, the key of the
harbor, with a coast line of ten miles, requiring an equal force, has
but 600. It must be recollected that island was never ordered to be
defended previous to my command, and while the works are increased
neaily double on this account the garrison is now less.

Keferringto my frequent correspondence on this subject,.beginning
in December, 18()2, I have always shown that for effective defense, in

addition to tlie garrison, not less than five brigades would be required
with their field artillery. Their i)ositions have been pointed out, the
lines and mode of enemy’s attack most probably indicated. I dislike

to have to write of these things, especially since receiving General
Lee’s reply of the 6th ultimo. He deprecates even my calling the atten-

tion of the Department to the matter, and while I acquiesce in his views
and decisions, yet with the warning of Mobile before us I feel com-
pelled to state the case. It must be noted tliat a very material change
has taken place as to the immunity of this port from attack. Since the
fitting out of the Tallahassee and her expedition, extensive destruction
of the enemy’s commerce, and return to this port, their fleet has been
much increased and many earnest appeals are made by the Northern
press to shut up this port. If we continue to send out privateers cer-

tainly the only port of refuge for them now in the world ought to be
made secure beyond peradventure. I wish you would examine for

yourself the military condition of this command, as to its lines of attack
and means of defense, and satisfy yourself, as I am sure you will do,

that in my repeated warnings I have in no way exaggerated the diffi-

culties of the position or been unduly apprehensive l()r its security, con-

sidering tlie means at hand. A strong supporting for(*e should always
be maintained (now more than ever) at the head of the sounds, to pro-

tect Fort Fisher and the narrow peninsula between IMasonborough and
the river from being cut off

;
another at Smithville, for the relief of the
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defeuses of tlie western bar and to provide' against attack in the rear,

while the main body should be posted in the immediate vicinity of the

city, or, better still, at or near Masonborough on the coast.

Very respectfully,

W. H. 0. WHITING,
Major-General.

Abstract from iri-montlihj return of the Department of Richmond, Lieut. Gen. Richard
S. Ewell commanding, August 31, 1864.

Command.

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present.

!

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

Pieces

of

field

artil-

lery.

Prisoners.

'fl

U

1

u
0?
V
a
0 ^ .

General staff - 12 1 12 12

Johnson’s brigade
25th Virginia Battalion
1st. Tvp.giTnonti T-fe.sprvp,.s

! %

54
18
19

435
238
287

395
238
318

737
558
360

828
788

49
1

481
14

Total - 91 960 951 1,655 3,388 50 475

Garv’s cavalry brigade

Artillery defenses

Grand total

50 896 8^ W457 2, 655 8 180

115 2, 360 2, 552 2, 884 3, 396 22 2 1

268 4,216 4,392 6, 008 9, 451 22 60 656

Organization of troops same as June 20, 1864, except that Johnson's hrigarle. Col. John M. Hughs
commanding, composed of Seventeenth and Twenty-third Tennessee Regiments (consolidated). Forty-
fourth and Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regiments (consolidated), and Sixty-third Tennessee Regiment have
been added, and Local Defense Troops, Sixtieth Alabama RegimeiR and First Battalion Cavalry, are
omitted.*

Abstract from monthly return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. Lee,
commanding, August 31, 1864.

Command.

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

u
©
©

0
i

General staff. 12

17
385
432
377

12

17

6, 006
5,512
4,769

Fir.st Army Corps (Anderson)

:

Staff
Pickett’s division 4, 544

3, 944
3,445

4,544
3. 944

3, 445

11,378
12, 475
11, 390

Field’s division
Kershaw’s division

Total 1,223 11, 933 11, 933 16, 316 35, 243

Second Array Corps (Early):
Staff ! 17

243
323
300
210

17

2, 832
4,165
3, 3S9

2, 571

19

6, 860
16, 109

14, 208

7, 363

Breckinridge’s division
Rodcs’ division ;

2,104
3,013

2, 544
1,909

2, 104

3, 013

2, 544
1,909

Gordon’s division
Ramseur’s division

Total 1, 093 9, 570 9, 570 12, 924 44, 559

* For roster of Juno 20, 1801, see VoF XJ^, Part II, p. 071.
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Abstract from monthly return of' the Army of Northern Viryinia, cfc.—Coutimied.

Command.

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present.

!

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

tB
U
O

o
g

Third Army Corps (Hill)

:

Staff 15

329
346
367
14

15

5,875
5, 155

5, 281
178

17

13, 560

13, 206
11, 984

247

4,094
4, 075

4, 054
151

4,094
4, 075

4, 054
151

Heth’s division
AVilcox's division
Fifth Alabama Battalion

Total 1,071 12, 374 12, 374 16, 504 43, 572

Cavalry Corps (Hampton)

:

Staff 12
204

12

3, 734
16

8, 327Hampton’s division 2,769 2, 769
Fitz. Lee’s division a
W. H. F. Lee’s division 140

88
2, 575
1,395

2, 575

1, 395
3, 276
1,779

5, 656

1,779Dearin^’s brigade
Horse Artillery &

Total _ - 444 6, 739 6, 739 8, 801 15, 778

Artillery Reserve (Pendleton)

:

First Corps artillery 73
13
101

1, 456
285

1,890

1,456
285

1,890

1, 730
366

2, 347

2, 407
511

3, 408

6, 326

Colonel Carter’s artillery

Third Corps artillery

Total 187 3, 631 3, 631 4,443

Grand total 4, 018 44, 247 447^ 58, 988 ’”l45^

a Detached. b No rejjort.

Two luindred and ninety officers and 4,268 enlivsted men in liands of enemy are not added in the present
and absent of the several divisions, hut are added in total jjresejit and absent of Third Army Corps.

Organization of the Army of Northern Virginia August 31^ 1864*

FIRST ARMY CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. Richard H. Anderson

picketFs division.

Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett.

Barton's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton.!

9th Virginia, Col. James J. Phillips.

14th Virginia, Col. William White.
38th Virginia, Col. George K. Griggs.
.53(1 Virginia, Col. William R. Aylett.
57th Virginia, Col. Clement R. Fontaine.

Hunton’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Eppa Hunton.

8th Virginia, Col. Norborne Berkeley.
18th Virginia, Col. Henry A. Carrington.
19th Virginia, Col. Henry Gantt.
28th Virginia, Col. William Watts.
56th Virginia, Col. Philiiis P. Slaughter.

Corse's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Montgomery D. Corse.

15th Virginia, Col. Thomas P. August.
17th Virginia, Col. Arthur Herbert.
29th Virginia, Col. Janies Giles,

j

30th Virginia, Col. Archibald T. Harrison.

I

32d Virginia, Col. Edgar B. Montague.

1 Terry's Brigade.

!
Brig. Gen. William R. Terry.

1st Virginia, Col. Frederick G. Skinner.
3d Virginia, Col. .Joseph Mayo, jr.

7th Virginia, Col. Charles C. Flowerree.
llth Virginia, Col. Maurice S. Langhorne.
21th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Richard L.

Maury.

* From monthly return when not otherAvise indicated. The original return does
not indicate actual commanders.

t Col. W. R. Aylett was in command August 29, and probably at above date
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field’s division.*

Maj. Gen. Charles W. Field.

Anderson’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. George T. Anderson.

7tli Georgia, Col. George H. Carmical.
8th Georgia, Col. John R. Towers.
9th Georgia, Lieut. Col. Edward F. Hoge.
11th Georgia, Col. Francis H. Little.

59th Georgia, Col. Jack Brown.

Law’s Brigade.

Col. Pinckney D. Bowles.

4th Alabama, Col. Pinckney D. Bowles.
15t]i Alabama, Col. Alexander A. Low-

ther.

44th Alabama, Col. William F. Perry.
47th Alabama, Col. Michael J. Bnlger.
48th Alabama, Lieut. Col. William M.

Hardwick.

Bratton’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. John Bratton.

1st South Carolina, Col. James R. Hagood.
2d South Carolina Rifles, Col. Robert E. Bowen.
5th South Carolina, Col. A. Coward.
6th South Carolina, Col. John M. Steedman.
Palmetto Sharpshooters, Col. Joseph Walker.

Kershaw’s division.!

Maj. Gen. Joseph B. Kershaw.

Wofford’s Brigade.

16th Georgia, Maj. James S. Gholston.
18th Georgia, Col. Joseph Armstrong.
24th Georgia, Col. C. C. Sanders.
3d Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters, Lieut. Col. Nathan L. Hutchins, jr.

Phillips Legion, Lieut. Col. Joseph Hamilton.
Cobb’s Legion, Lieut. Col. Luther J. Glenn.

Bryan’s Brigade.

10th Georgia, Col. Willis C. Holt.
50th Georgia, Col. Peter McGlashan.
51st Georgia, Col. Edward Ball.

53d Georgia, Col. James P. Simms.

Humphreys’ Brigade.

13th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Alfred G. O’Brien.
17th Mississippi, Capt. Jesse C. Cochran.
18th Mississippi, Col. Thomas M. Griffin.

21st Mississippi, Col. Daniel N. Moody.

Kershaw’s [old] Brigade.

2d South Carolina, Col. John D. Kennedy.
3d South Carolina, Col. William D. Rutherford.
7th South Carolina, Capt. Elijah J. Goggans.
8th South Carolina, Col. John W. Heimgan.
15th South Carolina, Col. John B. Davis.
20th South Carolina, Col. Stephen M. Boykin.
3d South Carolina Battalion, Lieut. Col.William G. Rice.

* Inspection report of this division for August 30, 1864, shows that it also con-
tained Benning’s and Gregg’s brigades. The return shows but two brigadier-gen-
erals present for duty; names not indicated. Insi)ectiou re])ort for August 30 shoAvs
Generals Field, Anderson, Bratton, and Gregg present for duty, and Col. D. M. Du-
Bose as commanding Benning’s brigade.

t Only two brigadier-generals reported present for duty; names not indieated.
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SECOND ARMY CORPS.*

Lieut. Gen. Jubal A. Early,

Gordon’s division.

Maj. Gen. John B. Gordon.

Hays’ Brigade, a

5th Louisiana, Col. Henry Forno.
6th Louisiana, Col. William Monaghan.
7th Louisiana, Col. Davidson B. Penn.
8th Louisiana, Col. Alcibiades DeBlanc.
9th Louisiana, Col. William R. Pock.

Gordon’s Brigade, h

13th Georgia, Lieut. Col. John H. Baker.
26th Georgia, Col. Edmund N. Atkinson.
31st Georgia, Col. Clement A. Evans.
38th Georgia, Col. James D. Mathews.
60th Georgia, Col. William H. Stiles, sr.

61st Georgia, Col. John H. Lamar.

Begram’s Brigade, c

Brig. Gen. John Pegram.

13th Virginia, Col. James B. Terrill.

31st Virginia, Col. John S. Hoffman.
49th Virginia, Col. John C. Gibson,
52d Virginia, Col. James H. Skinner.
58th Virginia, Col. Francis H. Board.

Hoke’s Brigade, d

6th North Carolina, Col. Robert F.Webb.
21st North Carolina, Lieut. Col. William

S. Rankin.
54th North Carolina,* Col. Kenneth M.

Murchison.
57th North Carolina, Col. Archibald C.

Godwin.
1st North Carolina Battalion Sharp-

shooters, Maj. Rufus W. Wharton.

Johnson’s division.

Stonewall Brigade, e

2d Virginia, Col. John Q. A. Naden-
bousch.

4th Virginia, Col. William Terry.
5th Virginia, Col. John H. S. Funk.
27th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Charles L.

Haynes.
33d Virginia, Col. Frederick W. M. Hol-

liday.

Sieuart’s Brigade, e

10th Virginia, Col. Edward T. H. War-
ren.

23d Virginia, Col. Alexander G. Talia-
ferro.

37th Virginia, Col. Titus V. Williams.
1st North Carolina, Col. Hamilton A.

Brown.
3d North Carolina, Col. Stephen D.

Thruston.

Jones’ Brigade, e

21st Virginia, Col. William A. Witcher.
25th Virginia, Col. John C. Higginbo-

tham.
42d Virginia, Col. Robert W. Withers.
44th Virginia, Col. Norvell Cobb.
48th Virginia, Col. Robert H. Dungan.
50th Virginia, Col. Alexander S. Vande-

venter.

Stafford’s Brigade, a

•1st Louisiana, Col. William R. Shivers.
2d Louisiana, ^Col. Jesse M. Williams.

10th Louisiana,*Col. Eugene Waggaman.
14th Louisiana, Col. Zebulon York.
15th Louisiana, Col. Edmund Pendleton.

* See organization of the Army of the Valley District, August 20 and 31, as shown
])y inspection reports, and published in Vol. XLIIl, Part I. Notes a to e refer to
that organization.
aConstitntiug York’s brigade.
Evans’ brigade, Col. E. N. Atkinson commanding, and containing Twelfth

Georgia Battalion.
cin Ramseur’s division.

d Godwin’s brigade, Ramsour’s division.

eThe Virginia regiments constituted Terry’s l)rigade, Gordon’s division.
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SECOND ARMY CORPS—Continued.^

RODES' DIVISION.

Miij. Gen. Robert E. Rodes.

Daniel’s Brujade. a I Doles’ Brigade, c

32d North Carolina, Col. Edmund C*
Brabble.

43d North Carolina, Col. Thomas S. Ke-
nan.

45th North Carolina, Col. Samuel H. Boyd.
53d North Carolina, Col. William A.

Owens.
2d North Carolina Battalion, Maj. John

M. Hancock.

Bamseur’s Brigade, h

2d North Carolina, Col. William R.
Cox.

4th North Carolina, Col. Bryan Grimes.
14th North Carolina, Col. R. Tyler Ben-

nett.

30th North Carolina, Col. P'rancis M.
Parker.

4th Georgia, Col. Philip Cook.
12th Georgia, Col. Edward Willis.
21st Georgia, Col. John T. Mercer.
44th Georgia, Col. William H. Peebles.

Battle’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen, Cullen A. Battle.

3d Alabama, Col. Charles Forsyth.
5th Alabama, Col. Josex^hus M. Hall.
6th Alabama, Col. James N. Lightfoot.
12th Alabama, Col. Samuel B. Pickens.
61st Alabama, Lieut. Col. Lewis H. Hill.

Johnston’s Brigade, d

5th North Carolina, Col. Thomas M. Garrett.
12th North Carolina, Col. Henry E. Coleman.
20th North Carolina, Col. Thomas F. Toon.
23d North Carolina, Maj. Charles C. Blacknall.

THIRD ARMY CORPS.

Lieut. Gen. Ambrose P. Hill,

mahone’s division.!

' Sanders’ Brigade.

8th Alabama, Col. Young L. Roystou.
9th Alabama, Col. J. Horace King.
10th Alabama, Col. William H. Forney.
11th Alabama, Lieut. Col. George E. Tay-

loe.

14th Alabama, Col. Lucius Pinckard.

Harris’ Brigade.

\

Col. Joseph M. Jayne.

12th Mississiiipi, Capt. Sampson Bolter.
16th Mississipxii, Capt. John S. Lewis.
19th Mississippi, Col. Richard W. Phipps.
48th Missi.ssippi, Lieut. Col. Thomas B.

Manlove.

Mahon e’s Brigade .

$

6th Virginia, Col. George T. Rogers.
I2th Virginia, Col. David A. Weisiger.
16th Virginia, Col. Joseph H. Ham.
41st Virginia, Col. William A. Parham.
6l8t Virginia, Col. Virginius D. Groner.

Wright’s Brigade.
||

2d Georgia Battalion, Maj. Charles J.

Moffett.

10th Georgia Battalion, Capt. James D.
Frederick.

3d Georgia, Col. Edward J. Walker.
22d Georgia, Col. George H. Jones.
48th Georgia, Col. William Gibson.
64th Georgia, Maj. Walter H. AVeems.

"" See organization of the Army of the Valley District, August 20 and 31, as shown
by insxiection reports, and published in Vol. XLIII, Part I. Notes a to d refer to
that organization.

a Grimes’ brigade.
/; With North Carolina regiments from Steuart’s brigade was Cox’s brigade.
c Cook’s brigade.
din Raraseur’s division.

t Return reports but one general officer xiresent for duty; name not indicated,

t Actual commanders given as shown by inspection reports.

§ Colonel Weisiger commanding brigade August 15, according to inspection re-

X)ort.

II
Brigadier-General Girardey killed at Deep Bottom.

77 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Finegan’s Brigade.*

2d Florida, Maj. Walter R. Moore.
5th Florida, Col. Thomas B. Lamar.
8th Florida, Col. David Lang.
9th Florida, Col. John M. Martin.
10th Florida, Col. Charles F. Hopkins.
11th Florida,! Col. Theodore W. Brevard.

WILCOXES DIVISION.

Maj. Gen. Cadmus M. Wilcox.

Thomas^ Brigade.

X

Col. Thomas J. Simmons.

14th Georgia, Maj. Washington L. Gold-
smith.

35th Georgia, Lieut. Col. William H. Mc-
Cnllohs.

45th Georgia, Capt. Aurelius W. Gibson.
49th Georgia, Col. John T. Jordan.

McGowan’s Brigade.X

Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan.

1st South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Andrew
P. Butler.

12th South Carolina, Capt. Robert M.
Kerr.

13th South Carolina, Capt. David R. Dun-
can.

14th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Edward
Croft.

Orr’s Rifles, Maj. James T. Robertson.

Lane’s Brigade.X

Brig. Gen. James* H. Lane.

7th North Carolina, Capt. James G.
Harris.

18th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John W.
McGill.

28th North Carolina, Maj. Samuel N.
Stowe.

33d North Carolina, Capt. W. J. Callais.

37th North Carolina, Col. William M.
Barbour.

Scales’ Brigade.X

Brig. Gen. Alfred M. Scales.

13th North Carolina, Col. Joseph H. Hy-
man.

16th North Carolina, Col. William A.
Stowe.

22d North Carolina, Col. Thomas S. Cal-
laway, jr.

34th North Carolina, Col. William L, J,

Lowrance.
38th North Carolina, Col. John Ashford,

heth’s division.^

Maj. Gen. Henry Heth.

Davis’ Brigade.^^

2d Mississippi, Col. John M. Stone.
11th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. William B.

Lowry.
26th Mississippi, Col. Arthur E. Reynolds.
42d Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Andrew M.

Nelson.
1st Confederate Battalion, Capt. J. M.

Johnson.

MacBae’s Brigade.

11th North Carolina, Col. William J. Mar-
tin.

26th North Carolina, Col. .lohn R. Lane.
44th North Carolina, Col. Thomas C. Sin-

geltary.
47th North Carolina, Col. George H. Fari-

bault.

62d North Carolina, Col, Marcus A.
Parks,

Cooke’s Brigade.

15th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. William
H. Yarborough.

27th North Carolina, Col, John A. Gil-

mer, jr.

46th North Carolina, Col. AVilliam L.
Saunders.

48th North Carolina, Col. Samuel H.
Walkup.

Archer’s Brigade.

1st Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Newton J,

George.
7th Tennessee, Col. John A. Fite.

14th Tennessee, Col. William McComb.
13th Alabama, Lieut. Col. James Aiken,

* Finegan’s and Perry’s brigades consolidated; General Finegan commanding Au-
gust 16.

tTwo companies Bouaud’s battalion attached,
i Actual commanders given as shown by inspection reports.
Four brigadier-generals reported present for duty

;
names not indicated.

II
Inspection report for August puts tJie 55tii North Caroliua, Capt. R. W.

Thomas, iu this brigade.
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Walker’s Brigade.*

22d Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Edward P. Tayloe.
40th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Arthur S. Cunningham.
47th Virginia, Col. Robert M. Mayo.
55th Virginia, Col. William S. Christian.

2d Maryland Battalion, Lieut. Col. James R. Herbert.

Unattached.

5th Alabama Battalion.

CAVALRY CORPS.!

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton,

lee’s division.!

Maj. Gen. Fitziiugh Lee.

Wickham’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Williams C. Wickham.

1st Virginia, Col. R. Welby Carter.
2d Virginia, Col. Thomas T. Munford.
3d Virginia, Col. Thomas H. Owen.
4th Virginia, Col. William H. Payne.

Lomax’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Lunsford L. Lomax.

.5tli Virginia, Col. Reuben B. Boston.
6th Virginia, Col. Julian Harrison.
15th Virginia, Col. Charles R. Collins.

butler’s division.

Maj. Gen. M. C. Butler.

Dunovant’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. John Dunovant.

3d South Carolina, Col. Charles J. Col-
cock.

4th South Carolina, Col. B. Huger Rut-
ledge.

5th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Robert J.

Jeffords.

6th South Carolina, Col. Hugh K. Aiken.

Young’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Pierce M. B. Young.

Cobb’s Georgia Legion, Col. Gilbert J.

Wright.
Phillips Legion, Lieut. Col. William W.

Rich.
Jeff. Davis Legion, Lieut. Col. J. Fred.
Waring.

Millen’s Georgia Battalion.
Love’s Alabama Battalion.
7th Georgia, Maj. Edward C. Anderson,

Ji'-

Bosser’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser.

7th Virginia, Col. Richard H. Dnlany.
11th Virginia, Col. Oliver R. Fuusten,
12th Virginia, Col. Asher W. Harman.
35th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Elijah V. White.

* On inspection report for August 15 consolidated as Fry’s brigade. Colonel
Mayo, commanding.
tOn face of return appears to have consisted of Hampton’s^ h'itzhugb Lee's, apd,

W. H. F. Lee’s divisions and Hearing’s brigade,

! Reported as detached.
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lke’s division.

Maj. Gen. William H. F. Lee.

Barringe7'’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Rufus Barringer.

1st North Carolina, Col. William H. Cheek.
2d North Carolina, Col. William P. Roberts.
4th North Carolina, Col. Dennis D. Ferebee.
5th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Stephen B. Evans.

Chamhliss’ Bidgade.

Brig. Gen. John R. Chambliss, Jr.

9th Virginia, Col. Richard L. T. Beale.
10th Virginia, Col. J. Lucius Davis.
13th Virginia, Col. Jefferson C. Phillips.

ARTILLERY.*

Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton.

FIRST CORPS ARTILLERY.

Brig. Gen. Edward P. Alexander.*

Cabell’s Battalion.

Col. Henry C. Cabell.

Manly’s battery, Capt. Basil C. Manly.
1st Company Richmond Howitzers, Capt. Robert M. Anderson.
Carlton’s battery, Capt. Henry H. Carlton.
Callaway’s battery, Lieut. M. Callaway.

Haskell’s Battalion.

Maj. John C. Haskell.

Branch’s battery, Capt. Henry G. Flanner.
Nelson’s battery, Lieut. William B. Stanfield.

Garden’s battery, Capt. Hugh R. Garden.
Rowan Battery, Lieut. Ezekiel Myers.

Huger’s Battalion.

Maj. Frank Huger.

Smith’s battery, Capt. John D. Smith.
Moody’s battery, Lieut. George Poindexter.
Woolfolk’s battery, Lieut. James Woolfolk.
Parker’s battery, Capt. William W. Parker.
Taylor’s battery, Capt. Osmond B. Taylor.
Fickling’s battery, Capt. William W. Fickling.
Martin’s battery, Capt. S. Taylor Martin.

Gibbes’ Battalion.

Maj. Wade H. Gibbes.

Davidson’s battery, Lieut. John H. Chamberlayne.
Dickenson’s battery, Capt. Crispin Dickenson.
Otey’s battery, Capt. David N. Walker.

* But one general officer reported present for duty in the artillery, and Alex-
ander’s name not on original.
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SECOND CORPS ARTILLERY.

Brig. Gen. Armistead L. Long.

Braxton’s Battalion.

Maj. Carter M. Braxton.

Lee Battery, Lieut. William W. Hard-
wicke.

1st Maryland Artillery, Capt. William F.

Dement.
Stafford Artillery, Capt. Raleigh L.

Cooper.
Alleghany Artillery, Capt. John C. Car-

nenter.

Carter’s Battalion.

Lieut. Col! Thomas H. Carter.

Morris Artillery, Capt. Samuel H. Pendle-
ton.

Orange Artillery, Capt. C. W. Fry.
King William Artillery, Capt. William

P. Carter.
Jeff. Davis Artillery, Capt. William J.

Reese.

Cutshatv’s Battalion.

Maj. Wilfred E. Cutshaw.

Charlottesville Artillery, Capt, James
McD. Carrington.

Staunton Artillery, Capt. Asher W. Gar-
ber.

Courtney Artillery, Capt. William A.
Tanner.

Nelson’s Battalion.

Lieut. Col. William Nelson.

Amherst Artillery, Capt. Thomas J. Kirk-
patrick.

Milledge Artillery, Capt. John Milledge,

.ir.

Fluvanna Artillery, Capt. John L. Massie.

Brown’s Battalion.

Lieut. Col. Robert A. Hardaway.

Powhatan Artillery, Capt. Willis J. Dance,
2d Company Richriiond Howitzers, Capt. Lorraine F. Jones.

3d Company Richmond Howitzers, Capt. Benjamin H. Smith, jr.

Rockbridge Artillery, Capt. Archibald Graham.
Salem Flying Artillery, Capt. Charles B. Griffin.

THIRD CORPS artillery.*

Col. R. Lindsay Walker.

Cutts’ Battalion.]

Lieut. Col. Allen S. Cutts.

Ross’ battery, Capt. Hugh M. Ross.
Patterson’s battery, Capt. George M. Pat-

terson.
Irwin Artillery, Capt. JohnT. Wingfield.

McIntosh’s Battalion.

Lieut. Col. David G. McIntosh.

.Johnson’s battery, Cax)t. Valentine J.

Clutter.
Hardaway Artillery, Capt. William B.

Hurt.
Danville Artillery, Capt. R. Sydney Rice,

2d Rockbridge Artillery, Capt. William
K. Donald.

Richardson’s Battalion.!

Lieut. Col. Charles Richardson.

Lewis Artillery, Capt. Nathan Penick.
Donaldsonville Artillery, Capt. Victor
Mauriu.

Norfolk Light Artillery, Cajit. Charles R.
Grandy.

Huger Artillery, Capt. Josex>h D. Moore.

Pegram’s Battalion

.

Lieut. Col. William J. Pegram.

Pee Dee Artillery, Capt. Ervin B. Brun-
son.

Fredericksburg Artillery, Capt. Edward
A. Marye.

Letcher Artillery, Capt. Thomas A. Bran-
der.

Purcell Battery, Capt. George M. Cayce.
Crenshaw’s Battery, Cajit. Thomas Eliott.

* The Washington (Louisiana) Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Eshleman commanding
(four batteries), not accounted for in returns, but reported present in inspection rei)ort

for Sej)tember 1,1864; that report also roi)orts six batteries (not specified) in McIn-
tosh’s battalion.

t According to inspection report, September 1 to 30, Cutts’ battalion, under Major
Lane, and Richardson’s battalion were combined under command of Colonel Cutts.
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Poague’s BaUalion.

Lieut. Col. William T. Poague.

Madison Artillery, Capt. Thomas J. Richards.
Albemarle Artillery, Capt. Jaihes W. Wyatt.
Brooke Artillery, Capt. Addison W. Utterback.
Charlotte Artillery, Capt, Arthur B. Williams.

Headquarters Artillery Corps,
September 1, 1864,

Lieut. Col. W. H. Taylor,
Assista7it Adjutant- General^ Army Northern Virginia:

Colonel : In consequence of a statement made to me on the 30th
ultimo, by Colonel Baldwin, that the companies working’ the heavy guns
at the battery near Howlett’s house on James Biver were reduced by
sickness much below an efficient condition, I yesterday visited that
battery in my ride on the lines. There are only four men present for

duty in one company and thirty-six in the otlier, or forty altogether, out
of an aggregate of 252. The largest gun requires properly to work it

at least twenty men, the six others eight or ten a piece. If the com-
manding general deems it important to keep those guns served, one if

not both of the other comj)anies of Major Smith’s battalion now at

Drewry’s Bluff, might be ordered to Howlett’s, though I do not recom-
mend it, because at present I do not perceive the need of using all these
heavy guns. The surgeon in charge told me he thought he could verj^

much control the disease of chills, &c., if he could obtain a sufficiency

of quinine. I would respectfully suggest that the chief surgeon of the
army be instructed to have special examination made on that front as

to what can be done. I found other artillery commands also suffering

seriously.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. NT. PENDLETON^,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery^

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of ISTorthern Virginia,
Bepte7nber 1, 1864.

Respectfully referred to Surgeon Guild.
Cannot quinine be issued to the surgeon at Battery Dantzlerf
By order of General Lee

:

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assista7it A djuta7it- Genera 1.

[Second indorsement.]

Medical Hirector’s Office,
8epte77iher 2^ 1864.

Respectfully returned.
Attention invited to medical inspector’s report, herewith inclosed.*

Please return the report.

L. GUILD,
Medical Director^ Army of Northern Yirginia.

Not found.
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[Third indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 3, 1864i

Respectfully returned to General Pendleton
An additional detachment [from] Drewry’s Bluff has been sent id

Battery Dantzler.
By order of General Lee

:

W. H. TAYLOR,
Ansistant Adjutant- General.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. Generai.’s Office,
No. 207. )

Richmond^ September 7, 1864.*##**#*
XX. Capt. A. W. Lawrence, of Confederate States ordnance, is

assigned to duty with the reserves of North Carolina, and will report
to Lieut. Gen. T. H. Holmes, commanding, &c.., Raleigh, N. C.

# * # * * * *

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Division,
Petersburg^ TV/., September 7, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. R. S. Ewell :

Dear Sir : I would respectfully urge upon you the importance of
placing an efficient officer in command of my old brigade of Tennessee
troops. I understand that its discipline is seriously declining for want
of a good commander; that there is but little system in its present
management, and that the ordinary daily duties are not attended to, or
performed in a careless and unmilitary style. There is not more relia-

ble fighting material in the army than in that brigade, and if it can
ever return to Tennessee its strength will no doubt be increased by
between 2,000 and 3,000. I feel great interest in the brigade, and desire

to see some one in command of it who entertains a like interest, and
has the ability and will to maintain its discipline and high character.

Lieut. Col. R. B. Snowden, of the Forty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Con-
solidated Tennessee Regiments, is, in my opinion, an officer who will fill

all of these requirements. He received a military education, and before
the present war always manifested a spirited interest in military affairs.

He entered the First Regiment Tennessee Volunteers (Colonel Maney’s)
at the commencement of the war, and served one year as adjutant;
then served with me through the campaign in Kentucky as assistant

adjutant-general, and was with me in the battles of Perryville aiH^

Murfreesborough. He commanded the Twenty-fifth Tennessee Regi
ment at the battle of Cliickamauga with marked ability. On every
field he has displayed distinguished gallantry. His name will be found
on the roll of honor, placed there for distinguished valor on the field.

He is a gentleman of good habits and good morals, and is undoubtedly
the most able officer now serving with that brigade. I therefore recom-
mend that he re/ieive the tenq/orary rank of brigadier-general and be
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assigned to the command of Johnson’s brigade of Tennessee troops. I
will add that I believe this appointment will meet a hearty response
in the confidence of the troops, and that it will insure for it a highly
improved military condition.

Very truly, your friend and obedient servant,
B. E. JOHNSON,

Major- Ge7ieralj Provisional Anny^ C. 8.

Abstract from return of the troops in the Department of North Carolina and Southern
Virginia, General G. T. Beauregard, coninianding, f^^' September 1, 1864.

Command.

Present for
duty.

1

GO

s

SS S
o

1

^

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

Pieces

of

field

artil-

lery.

General staff -- 15 15

1

16

First Military District

:

Staff

1

4

176
10

2, 593

10
2,815

14

3, 217
15

5,058Division . . ... 5

Total 180 2, 603 2,825 3, 231 5, 073 5

Second Military District

:

Staff

210
3

3,706
3

3,771
10

4, 776
10

7, 237Division 27

Total . 217
1

3,709 3,774 4, 786 7,247 27

Third Military District:
Staff 11

136

1

1

! 2,789
1

3,455
12

4, 023
14

5,189Division

Total 147
1

2,790 3, 456 4, 035 5,203 i

Hoke’s division

:

Staff'

1

7

321
9

. 5, 048
9

12, 289
i

-

Division - 3, 222 4, 045

Total 328 3, 222 4,045 5, 057 12, 298

Johnson’s division

:

Staff 9

367
6

3,953
6

5, 100
16

6, 353
17

12,624

!

Division

Total 376 3, 959 5, 106 6, 369 12, 641

Artillery (Colonel Jones)
Drewrv’s Bluff

Cavalry brigade (General Dearing)

Grand total -

52
16

84

899
154

1, 407

1,009
188

1,601

1,119
239

1,807

1,641
257

49
14

1, 415 18, 743 22, 004 26, 658 44, 376 9^

Organization of troops in the Pepa^'tnient of JSorth Carolina and South-

ern Virginia., co^mnanded by General G. T. Beauregard, September
1

,
1864 .

FIRST MILITARY DISTRICT.

Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise.

Holcombe Legion.

A. B. Woodruff.

Stony Creek (four companies).
Nottoway Bridge (four companies).
Kowanty Bridge (two companies).
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Fort Clifton.

Lieut. Col. Henry T. Guion.

1225

34th Virginia (detachment).
10th North Carolina Artillery (detachment).

Hicksford.

Col. John J. Garnett.

C. S. Zouaves.
Virginia Reserves.
62d Georgia Cavalry, Company H.
Bradford’s section artillery.

High Bridge (South Side liailroad).

Virginia Reserves.

Mattoax Bridge.

Maj. William S. Basinger.

18th Georgia Battalion.
Virginia Reserves.

Staunton River Bridge.

Lieut. Col. Benjamin L. Fariniiolt.

Virginia Reserves.

Danville, Va.

Col. Robert E. Withers.

Virginia Reserves.

Petersburg, Va.

44th Virginia Battalion, Capt. Thomas W. Branch.
Virginia Reserves, Lieut. Col. Fletcher H. Arcdier.

Independent Signal Corps, Maj. James F. Milligan.
Operatives, Maj. William H. Hood.

SECOND MILITARY DISTRICT.

Brig. Gen. Lawrence S. Baker.

Goldshorough, N. C.

Col. Stephen D. Pool.

Battalion Senior Reserves, Maj. Boaz F. Hooks.
Company Provost Guard, Capt. John B. Griswold.

Kinston, N. C.

Col. John N. Whitford.

G7th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Rufus W. Wharton.
1st Battalion North Carolina Shari)shooters, Capt. R. E. Wilson.
3d North Carolina Cavalry (detachment, dismounted).
Gth North Carolina Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Alfred H. Baird.
10th North Carolina Artillery, Company B (detachment). Lieutenant Wliitehead.
13th North Carolina Battalion Artillery, Lieut. Col. Joseph B. Starr.

Wilmington, N. C.

Lieut. Col. John C. Van Hook.

62d Georgia Cavalry, Company G, Capt. Patrick Gray.
50th Nortli Carolina (four com])auies), Lieut. Col. .Tohn C. Van Hook.
10th North Carolina Artillery, B and G (detachments),
13th North Carolina Battalion Artillery, Company 11,

Maj. Thomas Sparrow.
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Plymouth, N. C. ^
Col. George Wortham.

50th North Carolina (six companies), Col. George Wortham.
Spencer’s and Pitt’s Companies Independent Cavalry.
10th North Carolina Artillery Companies G and H (detachments), Capt. Beniamin

T. Miller.

Lee’s light battery, Capt. Edgar J. Lee.

Weldon, W. C.

Col. Frank S. Armistead.

Ist North Carolina Reserves, Lieut. Col. Charles W. Broadfoot.
One Battalion North Carolina Reserves, ( t • i t i tj a i

Provost Guard,
[

^leut. Col. John H. Anderson.

15th Battalion North Carolina Cavalry, Lient. Col. James M. Wynn.
10th North Carolina Artillery (detachment), Lieut. John M. Blount.
Webb’s battery, Capt. Lewis H. Webb.
Local Defense Company, Capt. James W. Strange.

THIRD MILITARY DISTRICT.

Maj. Gen. William H. C. Whiting.

P'ort Fisher.

Col. William Lamb.

36th North Carolina (nine companies). Col. William Lamb.
13th Battalion Light Artillery, Company D, Capt. Zachariah T. Adams.

Fort Caswell.

Col. T. M. Jones.

1st Battalion North Carolina (three companies).
3d Battalion Heavy Artillery, Company C.
Sampson Artillery.

Fort Campbell.

Col. John D. Taylor.

1st Battalion North Carolina (one company).
36th North Carolina (one company).
40th North Carolina (one company).
Coast Guards (one company).

Fort Holmes and Fort Fender.

Col. .John J. Hedrick.

Col. John J. Hedrick.
3d North Carolina Battalion, Company B,
40th North Carolina (eight companies),
10th North Carolina (detachment), Capt. Edward D. Walsh.

Fort Anderson.

1st Battalion, and 40th Regiment North Carolina (detachment), Capt. James L.
McCormic.

Battery Lamb.

1st Battalion and 40th Regiment North Carolina (detachment), Lieut. .John J. Bright.

Masonborough Sound.

Col. George Jackson.

4th and 8th Battalions Junior Reserves, Maj. John M. Reece.
7th C. S. Cavalry, companies D andE, Capt. P. A. S. Morris.
Paris’ battery, Capt. Andrew B. Paris.
Southerland’s battery, Capt. Thomas J. Southerland.
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Eenansville, E. C.

3d North Carolina Battalion, Company A, Capt. Andrew J. Ellis.

10th North Carolina Battalion (two companies), Maj. Wilton L. Young.

City of Wilmington and River Defenses.

Col. George A. Cunningham.

2d North Carolina Battalion, Company B.
10th North Carolina Battalion (two companies).
10th North Carolina (two companies).
40th North Carolina, Company A.
Buie’s and Bass’ companies (unattached).

iioke’s division.

Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoke.

Martinis Brigade.

17th North Carolina.
42d North Carolina.
50th North Carolina.
60th North Carolina.

Colquitt’s Brigade.

6th Georgia.
19th Georgia.
23d Georgia.
27th Georgia.
28th Georgia.

Clingman’s Brigade.

8th North Carolina.
31st North Carolina.
51st North Carolina.
61st North Carolina.

Hagood’s Brigade.

7th South Carolina Battalion.
11th South Carolina.
21st South Carolina.
25th South Carolina.
27th South Carolina.

Johnson’s division.

Ransom’

24th North Carolina.
25th North Carolina.
35th North Carolina.
49th North Carolina.
56th North Carolina.

Elliott’s Brigade.

17th South Carolina.
18th South Carolina.
22d South Carolina.
23d South Carolina.
26th South Carolina.

Grade’s Brigade.

23d Alabama Battalion.
41st Alabama.
43d Alabama.
59th Alabama.
60th Alabama.

Wise’s Brigade

26th Virginia.
34th Virginia.
46th Virginia.
59th Virginia.

Brig. Gen. Archibald Gracie, Jr.

Brigade.

artillery.

Col. Hilary P. Jones.

Moseley’s Battalion.

Cumming’s (North Carolina) batteiy.
Miller’s (North Carolina) battery.
Pegram’s (Virginia) batt(uy.
Slaten’s (Georgia) battery.
Young’s (Virginia) battery.

Coit’s Battalion.

Bradford’s (Mississippi) battery.
Wright’s (Virginia) battery.

Read’s Battalion.

Blount’s (Virginia) battery.
Hampden (Virginia) battery.
Macon’s (Virginia) battery.
Marshall’s (Virginia) battery.

Boggs’ Battalion.

Martin’s (Virginia) battery.
Sturdivant’s ( Virginia) battery.
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CAVALRY.

Brig. Gen. James Bearing.

7tli Confederate, Col. V. H. Taliaferro.
62d Georgia, Col. Joel R. Griffin.

4tli North Carolina, Col. Dennis D. Ferehee.
6th North Carolina, Col. George N. Folk.
Graham’s (Virginia) battery
Horse Artillery,

[Chap. LIV.

Capt. Edward Graham.

drewry’s p.luff.

Col. George H. Terrett.

Nehlett Artillery,

Sonthside Artillery,
Col. George H. Terrett.

Note.—Two companies heavy artillery detached at Battery Dantzler, under Major
Smith

;
three companies Marine Battalion detached by order of Secretary of Navy and

ordered to Wilmington for secret service.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 1864.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
President of the Confederate States:

Mr. President : I beg leave to call your attention to the importance
of immediate and vigorous measures to increase the strength of our
armies, and to some suggestions as to the mode of doing it. The
necessity is now great, and will soon be augmented by the results of
the coming draft in the United States. As matters now stand we have
no troops disposable to meet movements of the enemy or strike Avhen
opfiortunity presents, without taking them from the trenches and exiios-

ing some important point. The enemy’s position enables him to move
his troops to the right or left without our knowledge, until he has
reached the point at which he aims, and Ave are then compelled to hurry
our men to meet him, incurring the risk of being too late to check his

progress and the additional risk of the advantage he may derive from
their a bsence. This was fully illustrated in the late demonstration north
of James Elver, Avhich called troops from our lines here who, if present,

might have firevented the occupation of the Weldon railroad. These
rapid and distant movements also fatigue and exhaust our men, greatly
impairing their efficiency in battle. It is not necessary, however, to

enumerate all the reasons for recruiting our ranks. The necessity is as
well knoAvn to Your Excellency as to myself and as much the object of

your solicitude. The means of obtaining men for field duty, as far as I

can see, are only three. A considerable number could be placed in the
ranks by relieving all able-bodied Avhite men employed as teamsters,
cooks, mechanics, and laborers, and supplying their places with negroes.
I think measures should be taken at once to substitute negroes for Avhite

in every place in the army, or connected with it, Avhere the former can
be used. It seems to me that we must choose between employing
negroes ourselves or having them employed against us. A thorough
and vigorous inspection of the rolls of exempted and detailed men is, in

my oiiinion, of immediate importance.
I think you will agree with me that no man should be excused from

service for any reason not deemed sufficient to entitle one already in
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service to Lis discharge. I do not think that the decision of such ques-

tions can be made so well by any as by those whose experience with
troops has made them acquainted with the urgent claims to relief, which
are constantly brought to the attention of commanding officers, but which
they are forced to deny. For this reason I would recommend that the
rolls of exemx3ts and details in each State be inspected by officers of
character and influence, who have had experience in the field and have
had nothing to do with the exemx^tions and details. If all that I have
heard be true, I think it will be found that very different rules of action

have been pursued toward men in service and those liable to it in

the matter of exemptions and details, and I resi)ectfully recommend that
Your Excellency cause rei^orts to be made by the Enrolling Bureau of

the number of men enrolled in each State, the number sent to the field,

and the number exemx)ted or detailed. I regard this matter as of the
utmost moment. Our ranks are constantly diminishing by battle and
disease, and few recruits are received. Tlie consequences are inevi-

table, and I feel confident that the time has come when no man capable
of bearing arms should be excused, unless it be for some controlling

reason of public necessity. The safety of the country requires this, in

my judgment, and hardshij) to individuals must be disregarded in view
of the calamity that would follow to the whole people if our armies meet
with disaster. No detail of an arms-bearing man should be continued
or granted, excejDt for the i^erformance of duty that is indispensable to

the army, and that cannot be i^erformed by one not liable to, or fit for,

service. Agricultural details take numbers from the army without any
corresi^onding advantage.

I think that the interests of land owners and cultivators may be
relied uj^on to induce them to i)rovide means for saving their crops, if

they be sent to the field. If they remain at home their produce will

only benefit the enemy, as our armies will be insufficient to defend
them. If the officers and men detailed in the ConscrqDt Bureau have
performed their duties faithfully, they must have already brought out
the chief part of those liable to duty, and have nothing to do now
except to get such as from time to time reach military age. If this be
true many of these officers and men can now be sx^ared to the army.
If not, they have been derelict, and should be sent back to the ranks,
and their x^laces supplied by others who will be more active. Such a
X^olicy will stimulate the energy of this class of men. The last resource
is the reserve force. Men of this class can render great service in con-

nection with regular troops, by taking their x^laces in trenches, forts,

&c., and leaving them free for active operations. I think no time should
be lost in bringing out the entire strength of this class, particularly in

Virginia and North Carolina. If I had the reserves of Virginia to hold
the trenches here, or even to man those below Eichmond on the north
side of the river, they would render greater service than they can in any
other way. They would give me a force to act with on the offensive or
defensive, as might be necessary, without weakening any i)art of our
lines. Their mere x)resence in tlie works below Eichmond would pre-

vent the enemy from making feints in that quarter to draw troops from
here, except in such force as to endanger his own lines around Peters-
burg. But I feel confident that with vigorous effort, and an understand-
ing on the part of the x^eople of the necessity of the case, we could get
more of this class than enough for the x)urx)ose last indicated. We
could make our regular troo])s here available iii the field. The same
remaiks are applicable to the reserves of North (kirolina, who could
render similar services at Wilmington, and allow the regular trooi)sto
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take the field against any force that might land there. I need not
remind Your Excellency that the reserves are ofgreat value in connec-
tion with our regular troops, to x)revent disaster, but would be of little

avail to retrieve it. For this reason they should be put in service
before the numerical superiority of the enemy enables him to inflict a
damaging blow upon the regular forces opposed to him. In my opinion
the necessity for them will never be more urgent, or their services of

greater value than now; and I entertain the same views as to the
importance of immediately bringing into the regular service every man
liable to military duty. It will be too late to do so after our armies
meet with disaster, should such unfortunately be the case. I trust Your
Excellency will ‘excuse the length and earnestness of this letter, in

view of the vital importance of its subject, and am confident that you
will do all in your power to accomplish the objects I have in view.

With great respect, your obedient servant.

R. E. LEE,
General,

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Se])temher 2, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. L. Kemper,
Commanding Reserves (be., Richmond : y

General : The time has rATived when the reserves can be made of

great service, and I am desirous to know what number is now available.

I hope you have been able to bring out the whole available force in

Virginia. The strength of the enemy is such that we can spare none
of the regular troops from the trenches for active operations in the field.

My object is to occupy the trenches with the reserve forces as far as

possible, so as to make the other troops disposable for any opportunity
to strike at the enemy. I shall be obliged to you if you will furnish me
a statement of the whole number of reserves enrolled, and also of the

number ready for immediate service. I should also like to know what
time will be required to bring out the whole force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.,

' Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia,
September 2, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel : I have the honor to inclose a copy of the correspondence
between General Gregg, E. S. Army, and myself in reference to his

request to be allowed to send parties to Reams’ Station to bury the
Federal dead. His letter Avas sent by flag of truce on the morning of

the 27th ofAugust. After my rejAy to him I detailed parties to bury the
dead of the enemy, which AA ork was accomplished without any molesta-

tion from the enemy. My pickets have been established since the

morning of the 26th ultimo two miles east of Reams’ Station, and the

enemy has not appeared in sight of the station since the fight of the 25th.

I am, very respectfully, yours,

WADE HAMPTON,
Major- General,
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[Inclosure No. 1.]

1231

Headquarters Cavalry, Army of the Potomac,
Awjust 27^ 1864,

COMMANDINO OFFICER CONFEDERATE CAVALRY,
At Station:

Sir: UuderstaiKling tliat there areuiiburied dead of the U. S. forces

on the field at Beams’ Station, 1 have the honor to request that burial

parties from my command may be allowed to go to Reams’ Station for

the purpose of burying such dead as may there be found, and, this done,
return within my lines.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. McM. GREGG,

Commanding Cavalry^ A rmy of the Potomac.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Hampton’s Cavalry Division,
August 27^ 1864.

Respectfully referred to Major-General Hampton, commanding cav-

alry, Army of Northern Virginia.
M. C. BUTLER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia,
August 27., 1864.

General Gregg:
General : Your letter of this date asking that burial parties might

be allowed to go to Reams’ Station, for the puiqiose of burying such
dead as may there be found,” has been referred to me. I cannot accede
to this request, but I have ordered all your dead to be buried. Your
wounded have been collected, and they are under charge of your sur-

geons.
I am, respectfully,

WADE HAMPTON,
Major-Generaly Comdg. Cavalry., Army of Northern Virgmia.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of N. C. and South. Va.,
No. 82. )

September 2, 1864.

I. Paragraph VIII, Special Orders, No. 17,* current series, from these
headquarters, is hereby modified to read as follows: The limits of the
First Military District are hereby extended so as to include all that
part of this (le])artment between the James, Roanoke, and Dan Rivers,

excluding the defenses immediately around Richmond on south side of
James River.*#***#
By command of General Beauregard

:

GEORGE WM. BRENT,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

See Vol. XXXVI, Part III, p. 865,
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Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
Petersburg^ Va.^ Septemhen 2^ 1864.

Col. G. W. Brent,
Assistant Adjutant- Ge^ieral

:

Colonel : Should it meet the approval of the general commanding,
I would respectfully urge that Col. W. H. Wallace, of the Eighteenth
South Carolina Regiment, may be (during the absence of Brig. Gen.
S. Elliott) temporarily assigned to the command of Elliott’s brigade, of
this division, with the rank of brigadier-general. My reasons for solic-

iting the assignment for Colonel Wallace are as follows: First. That
Brigadier-General Elliott’s wound is not likely to xiermit him to return
to duty pending the present season, during which we may anticipate
important operations, and, indeed, the duties of this brigade in the
trenches in front of the enemy demand that it should be rendered in

all respects as efficient as jmssible. Second. Because Colonel Wallace
is the officer best qualified in the brigade for the position pro^iosed.

Third. Because I believe that the efficiency of the brigade will be im-

proved by this assignment, and that it is necessary that such assign-

ment shall be made.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. R. JOHRSON,
Major- General.

Near Petersburg, Ya., September 4?, 1864—8 p. m.

Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Commanding Military District^ Wilmington., V. C.

:

Every exertion will be made to re-enforce you in time for all points.

Governor Vance has already been called upon to imitate Governor
Brown, of Georgia. Federal soldiers appear much discouraged. They
fight badly. I will visit Wilmington soon.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September J, 1864.

General Braxton Bragg,
Commanding C. S. Armies., Richmond

:

General- Brigadief-General Perry, of Florida, who was wounded
during the summer, has returned, but is not able to go on duty with
his brigaije, which is in the trenches, his wound still rendering him
unfit to serve on foot. His brigade originally consisted of but three
regiments, and is very much reduced. After the arrival of General
Einegan with the re-enforcements from Florida last summer, Perry’s
small brigade was temiiorarily united Avith the new troops, and has
been serving AAuth them as one brigade, under General Einegan, until

the present time. The whole makes but a small brigade, and I think
the interests of the service require that what remains of Perry’s origi-

nal brigade should remain as it now is with the other Florida troops.

If there is anj duty in Florida to which General Perry can be assigned
suitable to his present condition, or any command there which he could
take when his wound is healed, I AAmuld recommend that he be
assigned to it.

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.
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[First indorsement.]

* Headquarters Armies Confederate States,
Richmond, September 5, 1864,

Respectfully submitted to honorable Secretary of War.
The arrangement suggested by General Lee will no doubt conduce

to the efficiency of the troops. I have not found that officers could, as

a general rule, be advantageously employed near their homes, especially

where they had been previously associated with political organizations.
BRAXTON BRAGG,

General.

[Second indorsement.]

September 7, 1864.

Ad.jutant-General :

Let the brigade remain as it now is and relieve General Perry till

restored to health. Do you know any appropriate duty to which he
can be assigned'?

J. A. S[EDDON],
Secretary.

[Third indorsement.]

September 26, 1864.

Respectfully submitted to the Adjutant and Inspector General.
Shall General Perry be ordered to General Jones?

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Fourth indorsement.]

General Kemper informed me some days since that General Perry
had been ordered to him for duty by General Lee, and that he had
assigned him to the command of the reserves on the Rappahannock.

J. W. R[IELY].

[Fifth indorsement.]

Let this stand until General Kemper returns
S. C[OOPER].

[Sixth indorsement.]

Matters have changed since that time, and all the above is of no
effect.

RIELY.

Headquarters,
September 3, 1864.

General Hampton,
Commandiny Cavalry

:

General: From the reports of your scouts I judge that the enemy
is very open to attack at City Point and other points where his wagons
are parked in Ids rear. I wish you would have the matter closely in-

quired into and the roads and distances you would have to travel. A
sudden blow in tliat quarter might be detrimental to him. It also is

I)robable from the movement of all his cavalry from his rear to his

front, that he is meditating some attack or exiiedition to our right. I

hope you will be prepared for this. Keej) your cavalry as much to-

78 R R—VOL XLll, PT II
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getlier as possible, your pickets on the alert, and your scouts out and
watchful. As soon as you hear of his being in motion take after him
without further orders with all the force that can be withdrawn from
the lines, and, if possible, destroy him. You must keep on hand three
days’ rations and forage so as to start without delay. I have thought
it might be advantageous to assign the dismounts or a portion of them
with their proper brigades. Why could they not do picket duty on
some portion of the line?—at Poplar Spring Church, for instance,

where you think infantry might be of service; they might save the
horses. At all events, they must be properly officered, instructed, and
disciplined. You have to light so much on foot that they would, if ad-

vantageously organized, add greatly to your strength.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
R. E. LEE,

General.

Petersburg, September 1864.

Governor Z. B. Vance,
Raleigh

:

General Whiting apprehends an attack. Send him all the troops
you can.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

Petersburg, September 3, 1864. ^

General W. H. 0. Whiting,
Wilmington

:

General Baker, at Goldsborough, has been ordered to hold all his

disposable forces in readiness to aid you should you need them. Gov-
ernor Vance and General Holmes have been requested to send you
such troops as can be spared from the reserve.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

Petersburg, September 5, 1864.

General L. S. Baker,
Goldsborough

:

Hold all your disposable forces in readiness to sustain General Whit-
ing, should he call for them.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept, of N. C. and South. Va.,
No. 83. (

' September 4, 1864.

I. Col. C. H. Simonton, Twenty-fifth South Carolina Volunteers, is

relieved from duty with his regiment and will report to Major-General
Whiting at Wilmington, N. C., for assignment to the command of Forts
Caswell and Camiibell.*#***##
By command of General Beauregard.

GEORGE WM. BRENT,
Colonel and. Assistant Adjutant- General,
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State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
Raleigh^ September' 5^ 1864.

General E. E. Lee,
Army of Northern Virginia:

General: Your letter in relation to the defense of Wilinington has
been received.* Every aid that I can render with the militia shall be
given, though I will have arms for only a portion of them. A large

part of those sent me from Eichmond were unserviceable, but I am hav-

ing them repaired as rapidly as possible. Allow me to make a few
suggestions touching the defense of that important sea-port. There
are two regiments there—the Thirty-sixth and Fortieth North Carolina

Eegiments, Young’s battalion, numbering about 2,000 effective men.
They are well-drilled and disciplined, but have never been under fire, and
recent events at Mobile and elsewhere have demonstrated their ineffi-

ciency to hold their own under the fierce cannonade of the enemy’s
fleet. I would respectfully suggest the policy of sending them to the

field and supplying their jilaces with veteran troops. A less number of

tried men, 1 feel assured, would be far more efficient, though 1 do not
wish the garrison lessened, of course. In case a real attack should be
made uxion Wilmington I earnestly urge that General Beauregard
should be sent there, and this not only because of the great confidence
felt iu him, but also because of the very little reposed in General Whit-
ing. Since tlie affair at Petersburg the good opinion formed of that
officer here by the apparent skill evident in the construction of the
works around Wilmington has been dissipated to a painful extent.
General Beauregard was intrusted with the defense of Charleston with
the happiest results, and it cannot be denied that Wilmington is now
of far more importance to the Confederacy. A great portion of my
home guard is now in the field, and will be easily transferred to any
l^oint when desired. I am happy to say that several hundred deserters
liave already been apprehended or surrendered, and I trust to be able
to get most of them in without again asking for regular soldiers.

I am, general, very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. B. VANCE.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters,
September 10^ 1864.

Eespectfully submitted for perusal to His Excellency the President.
. His attention is invited to the request of committing the defense of
Wilmington to General Beauregard. General Beauregard is now at
Wilmington examining into its defenses, armament, and garrison. He
has been previously informed that it is my desire to place him in com-
mand of Wilmington or Charleston, whichever may be attacked.

E. E. LEE,
General.

Near Black Water, September 5, 1864.
[General Hampton:]
General : I have just returned from near City Point. Tlie defenses

are as follows, viz: At Wormley’s Point, one mile northeast of City
Point, are 1,200 dismounted cavahy. One mile southwest of City

See August 29
, p. 1206,
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Poiut, and on the railroad, is an immense hospital and ambulance and
Avagon train. At the Old Court-House, three miles from the Point, is a
very large pontoon train. At the old Prog-Hole Bridge is a small
party getting out timber for breast-works and other purposes. At
Cedar Level Station, three miles from the Point, is an immense amount
of sui)plies; there is besides about one regiment of infantry acting as
guard. The nearest ])oint of picket-line you could strike is Colonel
Creeids farm, on the stage road

5
or, rather, the line is half a mile this

side of Green’s, on the stage road, running from Mount Sinai Church
to Hite’s place, thus cutting off a large bend in this road. Southeast
of the Court-House, about five miles from City Point, is a small force of

infantry, about one large regiment (negroes). The stream this side of

City Point, about three miles, is impassable below Prog-Hole Bridge,
which they could burn before it could be attained. At Coggins’ Point
are 3,000 beeves, attended by 120 men and 30 citizens, without' arms.
At Sycamore Church is one regiment of cavalry (Pirst District of Co-
lumbia), about 250. This is the nearest point of the picket-line to Cog-
gins’ Point, about two miles. Sycamore Church is eight miles from
Hines’ Bridge, on the Blackwater; Hines’ Bridge, three miles from
Gee’s Bridge, on Warwick Swami^, and five miles from Gee’s residence.

Enemy’s cavalry are northwest of the Court-House. The greatest dan-
ger, I think, would be on the Jerusalem plank road in returning. The
enemy are constructing a railroad from the City Point railroad to the
Pifth Corps; it intersects the City Point road about six miles from
City Point at a place called Jordan’s. It is near this place they have
their large mortar, which was firing last night; it is very large, placed
on car wheels, and seems to be moved as the road progresses, which is

fast. The Tenth Corps is on the right (this side Appomattox)
;
Ninth,

center; Pifth, next; Second on extreme left. I hear that they have a
Pifteenth [Eighteenth] Corps, commanded by Ord. Prom best infor-

mation Birney commands the Tenth Corps. This Pifteenth [Eight-

eenth] and Tenth Corps are on the other side of Appomattox. Butler
has just returned (yesterday) from convention. It is thought more
cavalry is about returning. Colonel Spear is under arrest for drunk-
enness, I understand; Stratton in command.

Your obedient scout,

SHADBURNE.

War Department, C. S. A.,

Richmond^ Pm, SejRemher 5, 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. H. C. Whiting,
Commcmdingj Wilmington^ N. C. :

General : The success of the enemy in closing the port of Mobile
will very probably encourage them to make efforts on Wilmington.
Prom extracts in the Northern papers I perceive that the attention of

that Government is being earnestly urged to the importance of this

])ort and to the duty of assailing it. You are fully aware of its great

value to the Confederacy, and I need scarcely add any reason to stim-

ulate your habitual vigilance to discover and guard against the approach
of the enemy.
On one point alone I wish to invite your earnest and special attention.

Experience at Mobile, as well as at New Orleans and at other points,

shows the danger of relying for the defense of forts on troops but little

tried in war, and officers not thorougidy tested in their constancy,
familiarity with danger, and invincible courage. I wish, therefore.
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that yon would scrutinize closely the composition of the forces holding
the forts, and the character and qualities, as evinced by past services,

of the officers in command, and make sure that you have in both material
thoroughly reliable.

I will mention, in confidence, that one officer. Col. E. W. Jones, who
formerly belonged to the Army of Tennessee, and who once com-
manded at Fort Carroll, and who is stated to be now holding an imi^or-

tant command in one of your forts, has been mentioned to me by high
official authority as not thoroughly reliable for courage and constancy.
This was the only specification, but, in general terms, it was said that
there were others whom it Avould be judicious to change.
To another subject I wish to invoke your attention. You are aware

of the great importance of continued trade from the port, and of the
interruptions to which it is now being subjected by the quarantine
regulations. Would it not be possible to induce relaxation or modifi-

cation by the State officers of the stringent regulations as to time and
lading? The season is now so advanced that there is scarcely a jmssi-

bility of the introduction of yellow fever into the city, and when no
disease appears on the arrival of the ship, snrely, by due fumigation
and proper precautionary measures, adequate security could be afforded

to allow shii)s to come up, unload, and be dispatched without the vex-
atious delays at present imposed. I wish you would urge these con-

siderations strongly on the State Commissioners, and use your utmost
influence to remove the impediments which at this critical time are
operating seriously to the disadvantage of the Government.

Respectfully,
JAMES A. SEDDON,

Secretary of War.

Near Petersburg, Va., September 7, 1864—10 p. m.

Major-General Whiting,
Commanding Generaf Wilmington, N. G. :

I leave in morning with Colonel Waddy, Captain Chisolm, and Doc-
tor Choppin, who intend to stop with their friends. I accept with
pleasure your invitation.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Headquarters Post of Richmond,
September 8, 1864.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Im^peefor General

:

General: 1 have the honor to inclose a report* of the inspection of

the First Battalion Virginia Reserves, commanded by Lieutenant-Col-
onel Duke, and also a list* of the various detached guards at posts
about the city. Colonel Duke’s battalion is stationed on Belle Isle

guarding Federal prisoners. It has been occasionally necessary to ap-
ply through General Kem])erto Colonel Moore, commanding Rendezvous
of Reserves, Richmond, for additional men; as Colonel Duke’s command
was not strong enough to furnish tlie requisite nuud)er and give proper
relief to the sentinels, upon application, General Ewell has strength-

*Not found.
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ened the force there (Belle Isle) by a detachment of 200 men from the
heavy artillery battalions of the Kichmond defenses. You will observe
from the report that five-eighths of Colonel Duke’s battalion are ab-

sent without my knowledge. I do not question the right of the gen-
eral commanding the reserves to give such leaves under paragraph
XIY of General Orders, Xo. 57, but it is an inconvenience to be unable
to estimate what may be the strength of the command upon any given
day in the future, not knowing to what extent it may be in this way
depleted. This battalion was ordered to the city to supply the place
of the Sixtieth Alabama Eegiment. The latter had been ordered here,

before my arrival, in place of the Twenty-fifth or City Battalion, as it was
called. The Sixtieth Alabama was ordered by General Ewell to report
to General Hampton at the time of the Sheridan raid. Upon my aj;)-

plication for a force, the city then being entirely destitute of Confeder-
ate troops, this battalion of reserves was verbally ordered to Eichmoud
by General Heth or General G. W. C. Lee for duty during what I then
thought was the temporary absence of the Sixtieth Alabama.
To judge by the inclosed report Colonel Duke’s battalion, in a strict

sense, is not a part of the command of the post commandant. Of Col-

onel Moore I have no official knowledge. I believe he has been as-

signed to the command of the troops (reserves) from which, for the most
part, the guards for the city are drawn^ He does not report to me, nor
do I in any way exercise control over him. Guards are also furnished
from the First and Xineteenth Virginia Militia, commanded respec-

tively by Colonels Danforth and Evans. These regiments are also

portions of Colonel Moore’s command. I, therefore, have exclusively
under my command the President’s Guards, consisting of two officers

and thirty-eight men (present, sick, and absent), all disabled or recom-
mended for light duty; a detachment of one officer, three non-commis-
sioned officers, and thirteen privates of the Twenty-fifth Virginia
Battalion on duty at the city mills, and sixteen disabled soldiers at

the C. S. barracks (Soldiers’ Home), commanded by Lieutenant Bates,
and the detachment of artillery soldiers at Belle Isle. For the con-

venience of furnishing rations and supplies to the latter, and to avoid
having two separate and distinct commands on the island, I have
directed that it be taken up on Colonel Duke’s report. I suppose it is

necessary only to point out this mixed-up state of things to secure the
remedy. To illustrate how impossible it is to get along in this way I

shall state that a few days since a soldier on guard at the Libby Prison
and belonging to the command of Colonel Moore was arrested by
Major Turner, the commandant, and charges were preferred against
him. Colonel Moore recommended that the charges be withdrawn,
giving no reason for his recommendation. I therefore forwarded them,
with a request that they be tried. Two days after an order was
received from Colonel Moore Avithdrawing them. This Avas also for-

warded. I understand that the Secretary of War has decided that
General Kemper commands the reserves as a separate army. I have
nothing to say to the propriety of this. Should General Lee detach
from his army one or more battalions for duty at this post, during the
time they Avere so detached they Avould be immediately under tlie com-
mand of the post commander. The same, I should think, would obtain
Avith regard to the reserves, and is the case at Danville. As it stands
noAV, I am called the post commander, and Avould be looked to by the
Government for the interior protection of the city should the i)risoners

break out or should anything else occur requiring the exercise of mili-

tary force. I cannot consent to occupy this anomalous position longer.
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It requires about 1,250 meu to do the uecessary service of the post,

supplying all the guards and giving proper reliefs to the soldiers. This
will appear as follows

:

Guard posts in city 81
Privates to each x^ost 3

243
Men to be on duty every third day 3

Privates required 729
On Belle Isle, privates per day 150

3

Relief every third day 450

Total 1,179

Then there should be a small margin for sick, suxiernumeraries, and
guards to send away in charge of jirisoners when moved and Yankee
deserters going to the lines of the enemy under General Orders, Ko. 65.

This would make the 1,250 or 1,300. It is possible to make men do
guard duty every other day; but it should be remembered that the
reserves are composed mostly of old and in many cases infirm men. I

would respectfully suggest that two or more battalions of reserves or

other troops be assigned especially to this duty and filaced immedi-
ately under the orders of the post commander. General Winder had
two battalions of regular troops, amounting in numbers to my estimate
above. If my suggestions are accepted, the guards can then be told

oft at regular brigade guard mounting and posted by the proper officer.

I wish it to be understood that my relations with General Kemper and
Colonel Moore are of the most agreeable character. I find them most
cautious and disposed to give me what assistance they can and to act in

harmony with me.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. M. GARDNER,
Brigadier- General.

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters Post of Richmond,
October 24^ 1864.

Respectfully referred to the Adjutant and Inspector General for his

information.
Condition of guard service represented in letter of 8th of September

somewhat changed but not improved. Colonel Duke’s battalion re-

moved; no force to su^iply its place. There fare] upward of 2,000 jiris-

oners of war now in the city; these cannot be sent south at present.
I do not see, under the present arrangements, any use of a post com-
mandant, except to lodge coraiilaints against when prisoners escape on
their transit south or in the city. The necessity of furnishing a proper
garrison for the city and the possibility of doing it is for my superiors
to decide.

W. M. GARDNER,
Brigadier- General.

[Second indorsement.]

November 2, 1864.

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, with the recom-
mendation tliqt Brigadier-General Gardner be at once assigned to duty
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as Commissary-Geueral of Prisoners, and Lieutenant-General Ewell be
charged with the command of the post of Eichmond, superadded to his
other duties as commander of the defenses of Eichmond. The two
duties, in my judgment, are intimately connected, and will, if thus
united, prevent the clashing of authority which is herein represented.

S. COOPEE,
Adjutant and Inspector Ge^ieral.

[Third indorsement.]

November 4, 1864.

Eecommendatiou approved, except that General Winder be ordered
to general charge of prisoners.

J. A. S[EDDONj,
Secretary.

Headquarters,
Wilmington.; September 8, 1864.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War

:

Sir: I have your letter of the 5th instant. The subject is matter
to me of constant anxiety, and I have so often called the attention of
the Department to the points on which you touch that I fear I am con-
sidered as importunate or needlessly apprehensive. The troops that
are here have never been in action in the war. They are far too few
for the garrisons of the forts, and ought at all times to be supported by
veteran infantry, both to make the defense effectual and to permit them,
as heavy artillery, to attend to their guns and drill. There are no
infantry supports at all here, and the small garrison has to perform
constant outpost and picket duty, to the material deterioration as prac-
tised artillerists. It must be remembered that the development and
extent of the defenses here has been very greatly increased, I should
say trebled, since I assumed command, yet there has been no in-

crease of force at all to defend it. The permanent garrison of Port
Fisher should be 2,200 men; of Bald Head, the same; of Caswell and
Campbell, 800 each. You will see what I have by the copy of a letter

to General Beauregard, which I send you.* I agree with you, that only
upon troops and officers thoroughly tested in their constancy, familiar-

ity with danger, and invincible courage, can reliance be placed. Can
you give me such ? The warning of Mobile is before us. There is no
place in the country now more important than this; there is no place
now more liable to surprise, and yet the force here is now less than it

ever has been during the war. When Foster’s expedition was being
fitted out for this place, at Beaufort, and which was afterward directed

to Charleston by the attack of Flag-Officer Ingraham on the enemy’s
fleet, it was not thought sufficient to send me 8,000 veteran troops to aid

the garrisons as a supporting force. At the present time, and warned of

the danger, I have nothing but a few hundred boys and old men, utterly

inefficient and unreliable, as experience has shown, and totally inade-

quate. It has now been three weeks since the Senior Eeserves have
been summoned for the defense of Wilmington, and in that time 324

have arrived, destitute of everything. The whole system of defense

here has been placed and predicated on the presence of an army corps

* See p. 1212.
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as a support. This has been urged and demonstrated in repeated
memoirs on the subject. Indeed, no other system is practicable, and
without it the position would be no more tenable than the Richmond
defenses without the support of the army of General Lee.

I have felt this matter very deeply and given my most constant
efforts to make the most of my means. I have refrained of late from
addressing most urgent api^eals to the Dei)artment, because General
Lee deprecated my doing so, lest my opinion, getting abroad, might tend
to discouragement. You tell me to scrutinize closely the composition
of the forces holding the forts and the character and qualities of the
officers, aiid to make sure that I have in both material thoroughly
reliable. As I have said, these troops have not been in battle. I can
only add they are at present unsupported. I believe they will do well;

but you know what is acceded. Colonel Lamb, the commandant of

Fort Fisher, is a most excellent and vigilant officer, full of skill and
courage. I have every confidence in him. Is there not some mistake
as to the identity of the officer of whom you speak in your letter? You
give the initials as E. W. The officer here is T. M., in whom I have
entire confidence. As for the Senior and Junior Reserves I think they
would rather interfere witli than aid. The little boys are prostrate with
all the diseases of children and too weak to bear arms. Their officers,

made by election, are .entirely ignorant. These are the facts, and to

you I see no use in disguising them. It may well be imagined that
personally I shall leave no effort untried, knowing that if I lose

this place, whether with troops or without them, I myself am lost.

The matter of the quarantine is important, and I will endeavor to caiTy
out your wishes and procure some relaxation of the regulations, as I

have labored to do heretofore. The fever is represented, however, as
very bad in Bermuda and ilassau, and the very name of it is terrible

to this community. As the question of the defense ofWilmington may
shortly become interesting, I beg to refer to my correspondence on this

subject, both as to the mode of attack, probable lines and disposition,

and of forces required.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major- General.

Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 21 4. ) Richmond^ September 9, 1864.#***##*

L. Paragraph XXXVII, Special Orders, No. 206, current series, is

amended so as to read: Maj. I. H. Carrington, inovost-marshal of Rich-
mond, Va., will take charge of all deserters from the enemy, under Gen-
eral Orders, No. 65, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current
series, and will forward such of them as he may designate, or such as
irjay desire to go, to Abingdon, Ya., thence to be sent to Kentucky and
Ohio.***#*##
By command of the Secretary of W ar.

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters,
Sej^temler 9, 1864.

Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton,
Commanding Cavalry

:

General: I have received your letter of 9 p. in. yesterday. The
only difficulty of importance I see to your project is your return. I am
not sufficiently acquainted with the country to say how that can be
effected if embarrassed with cattle or wagons. That you must see to

and have well arranged, taking such a circuit as to give ample space
for your flank pickets to notify you of danger. Gregg is said to be
near the Weldon railroad. His exact jiosition should be ascertained
and the troops left upon your present line should close uiiou him and
watch him closely. I can move two brigades of infantry down the
plank road behind Hearing. Let your movement depend upon the
report of your scouts, and let me know your route, &c. Should time
permit, a personal conference Avould be more satisfactory.

Very truly.

R. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters,
Petersburg. September 10^ 1864.

[Governor Vance:]
Governor: Your letter of the 5th instant has been received. I am

much gratified at your readiness and ability to render all the aid in your
power in the defense ofWilmington. Of the former I neA^er doubted, and
think by combining all the forces of the Oonlederate and State Govern-
ments the security of the city may be insured. Your suggestions touch-
ing its defense have been in a measure anticipated. General Beauregard
is now there with a view of examining into its defenses, armament, and
garrison. One of the objects of his visit is to see whether a portion of

the latter cannot be replaced by troops of experience, &c. It is uncer-

tain yet whether the enemy will attack Charleston or Wilmington, but
it is my desire to give to General Beauregard the defense of whichever
place may be attacked. I hope nothing may prevent his services being
thus applied. As soon as I receive an answer to my dispatch as to the
number of arms you require for your State force I Avill endeavor to

furnish them. Please state to Avhat point they must be sent. The i^ros-

pect of peace and independence depends very much upon the success
of this campaign. I need not, therefore, inform Your Excellency of the
importance of bringing and maintaining in the field all our available

force. The life and safety of the people demand it.

I am, with great respect. Your Excellency’s obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 10, 1864.

General G. E. Pickett:
General Lee requests that the 3-inch gun that was to have been put

in battery last night to fire on the Yankee toAA er by Captain Stuart
open fire on the toAver as soon as possible.

W. H. STEVENS,
Brigadier- General and Chief Engineer.
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General Beaureoard's Headquarters,
. September 10

j
1864,

Capt. W. I). Stuart,
C. S, Engineers^ General Ficketfs Headquarters:

I will be up to-morrow to arrange about the change of guns Major
Smith proposes. General Lee ai^proves the plan. Meet me at Dantz-
ler’s between 9 and 10 a. m.

W. H. STEVEl^S,
Chief Engineer.

Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Firyinia, General Robert E. Lee
commanding, for September 10, 1864.

Command.

Present for
duty.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

and

absent

Aggregate

present

last

return.

Officers. u

First Army Corps (Anderson)

;

Statf 11 11 11

Pickett’s division 395 4, 542 6, 031 11,270 6, 007
Field’s division 440 4, 046 5,638 12, 254 5, 510
Kershaw’s division a

Total 846 8, 588 11, 680 23, 535 11, 517

Second Army Corps (Early) :

Staff 17 17 19 17

Breckinridge’s division 233 2, 172 2, 919 7, 771 2, 832
Bodes’ division 349 3, 244 4,401 16,018 4, 165

Gordon’s division 295 2, 690 3, 461 18, 562 3,339
Kamseur’s division 213 2, 010 2, 716 9,570 2, 512
Carter’s artillery 49 818 993 1,377 979

Total 1. 156 10, 934 14, 507 53, 317 13, 844

Third Army Corps (Hill)

:

Staff' 16 16 17 15

Heth’s division 354 4,159 5, 431 15, 444 5, 273
Mahone’s division 360 4, 120 5, 951 15, 258 5,876
Wilcox’s division 389 4,211 5, 609 14, 157 5,281
Fifth Alabama Battalion 14 145 175 266 178

Total 1,133 12, 635 17, 182 45, 142 16, 623

Cavalry Corps (Hampton)

;

Staff 12 12 12
Hampton’s division 106 2, 736 3, 895 10, 035 3, 758
Fitz. Lee’s division h

W. H. F. Lee’s division 151 2, 545 3,257 6, 399 3, 163

Lomax’s division 390 3, 215 4, 142 6, 380 3, 967
Horse Artillery 16 225 269 391 314
Bearing’s brigade 88 1,430 1, 820 2, 538 1,778

Total 863 10, 151 13, 395 25, 755 12, 980

Artillery Corps (Pendleton)

:

Staff 4 10 14 19
Artillery First Corps 74 1,463 1,744 2, 470 1,761
Artillery Third Corps 103 1,820 2, 337 3,389 2, 347
Hardaway’s battalion, Second Corps 17 289 376 564 366
Department of North Carolina and Southern Vir- 55 904 1, 138 1,629

ginia.

Total 253 4,486 5, 609
1

8, 071 4,474

Grand total 4, 251 46, 794 02,373 155, 820 59, 438

a No rejjort. h Detached.
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Strengih of the forces of infantry and artillery stationed near Petershurg, Va., General
G. T. Beauregard commanding, Septemher 10, 1864, as shown by inspection reports.

Troops.
Aggregate
])resent

for duty.

Aggregate
jnesent.

Aggregate
present

and absent.

1

Present
effective for
the field.

Pieces of
artillery.

Johnson’s division (Johnson)

:

Stiitf 4

1,068
1.722

854

701

4

1,485
2,272

1,533

1, 182

5

2,940
3,726

3, 021

2, 893

Cracie’s (Alabama) brigade (Gracie).
Hansom’s (North Carolina) brigade
(McAfee).

Elliott’s (South Carolina) brigade
(McMaster).

Wise’s (Virginia) brigade (Goode) ..

Total

1, 072

1, 575

815

832

4,349 6, 476 12, 585 4,294

Hoke’s division (Hoke)

:

Staff 18

824
1, 170
1,459
826

18

1, 120
1,630

1, 787
1,310

21

3,021
2, 808

2, 826

3, 884

18

! 1,121
1, 630
1, 4.59

1,310

Clingman’s brigade (Clingman)
Martin’s brigade (Zachry)
Colquitt’s brigade ((Jolquitt)

Hagood’s brigade (Hagood)

Total
j

4, 297 5,865 12, 560 5, 538

Artillery (Jones)

:

Staff 5
296
301
206
159

5

339
346
247
193

5

487
504
391
248

5

296
301
206
159

« Bead’s battalion a
Moseley’s battalion b

Coit’s battalion c

Boggs’ battalion d

Total

Grand total

16
14
11

8

967 1,130 1,655 967 49

9, 613 13, 471 26, 780 10,799 49

a Comprises Blount’s, Macon’s, Marshall’s, and Sullivan’s companies.
b Comprises Cumming’s, Miller’s, Slaten’s, and Young’s companies,
c Comprises Bradford's, Pegram’s, and Wright’s companies.
d Comprises Martin’s and Sturdivant’s companies.

Abstract from return of the First Military District, Department of North Carolina and
Southern Virginia, Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise commanding, for September 10, 1864.

Command.

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present,

i
1

1

^
4)
CO

1 ^

^ <V
CO

<X> H

fee
Pieces

of

field

artil-

lery.

Prisoners
of war.

Officers.

Men.

Officers.
d
41

Staff 4

i

10 10 14 15

Holrnmbe T.eo-inu ... 25 413 436 496 644 10 71
G. S. Znna.vp, IlirttalinTi 9 32 35 50 73
18ih flporoia Battalion 13 198 206 223 296
Viro'inia, Ivpsorvo.s 11 135 176 199 378 3

Do 19 324 356 388 988
Do 23 262 295 342 419
Do 12 58 64 105 320
Do 11 135 144 171 284

Hood’s hatt.alioTi operatives 167
Hob.son’s company .second-class militia.. 4 35 35 47 49
44th Virginia Battalion 11 167 172 200 288 1 6

Virginia, B.e.serves

Total infantry 138 1, 759 1,919 2, 221 3,906 11 80

Section Bradford’.s battery . 1 38 41 47 48 2
Section Company H,62d Georgia 3 28 30 34 131 3

Total light artillery 4 66 71 81 179 5
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Ahsiract from relurn of the First Military District, Department of North Carolina and
Southern Virginia, —Continued.

Coininaud.

I’resent for
duty.

1
Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

u
c3

o
a?
Cj
o

s

Prisoners
of war.

Officers.

11
Men.

Officers.

t

Detachment 34th Virginia Infantry
Detachment 10th North Carolina Artil-

lery.

Total heavy artillery

Signal corps

3

4
84
89

1

90
104

103
109

125
117

1

o

1

7 173 194 212 242 2

6
1

141 148 156 239 1

Grand total 159 2, 149

1

2, 342 2, 684 A7581 5 12 103

Extract from morning report of Poagne's artillery battalion, September 10, 1864.

Battery.

Officers.

Non-commis-

sioned

officers.

o

Enlisted

men.

g

Sick.

1

C3

O
H

Absent

sick.

Richards’ hatterv 2 6 45 19 77 19
Johnston’s hatteVy 2 4 29 35 74 27
Williams’ battery 1 9 44 18 84 17

Utterback’s battery 2 10 28 9 55 20
Penick’s battery 3 8 37 30 78 14

Total 10

1

;
37

1

183 111 368 97

Petersburg, September 11, 1861.

General G. T. Beauregard,
MHlmington

:

About 2 a. in. yesterday enemy broke this line in front of Hill’s corits.

It was soon restored. Slight casualties in Hoke’s and Johnson’s [divis-

ions]. Three killed and IG wounded.
GEOliGE WM. BRENT,

Colonel and Assintant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 12, 1861.

Hon. Secretary of War,
lUclimond :

Sir: I have the honor to report that General Kemper, in a recent
letter as to the avaihible strength of the reserve force of Virginia,
mentions that numerous details are being made from that class ol‘

clerks, guards, agents, employes, and laborers in the quartermaster’s,
commissary of subsistence, and ordnance departments. If these details

relieve able-bodied men for held service, I think the substitution very
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desirable, but if tbey only increase the number of men now employed
by those departments it should by all means be forbidden. I respect-
fully ask that you will cause inquiry to be made on the subject, and if

the case be as I suppose prohibit the continuance of tlie system. I

would also ask that where such additional details have been made
they be revoked, or that some able-bodied men in the office where they
exist be sent to the army in lieu of the detailed reserve, if the latter is

competent to perform the office duty.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
II. E. LEE,

General.

[Indorsement.]

September 14, 1864.

Noted. The details referred to are intended to substitute able-bodied
men and are in conformity with the law directing details to be made
preferably from the infirm and reserve classes. Instructions have been
given and will be renewed in consonance with Creneral Lee’s views.

J. A. S[EDDON],
Secretary.

Wilmington, September 12^ 1864.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

:

Everything here is in as good condition as means and circumstances
will permit. Practical artillerists and proper infantry supports are

most needed at present. I will leave here on Wednesday on my return
to Petersburg, via Danville.

G. T. BEAUIIEGARD.

[ludorsement.]

Ilespectfully referred to General Bragg.
JOHN W. RIELY,

Major and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Petersburg, September 12, 1864.

General G. T. Beauregard,
Wilmingto7i, A. C.

:

Unusual quiet. Yesterday 3 killed and 2 wounded in the trenches.
GEORGE WM. BRENT,

Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Hampton’s Cavalry Corps,
September 13, 1864.

Maj. H. B. McClellan,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Major: In accordance with the instructions of the commanding
general, I have the honor to apply for the detail of forty men and two
commis,sk)ue4 officers from Gcngi al Butler’s division and the same from
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General William Lee^s division. This detachment will be furnished by
me with the necessary tools, they Avill be armed with pistols only, and
will serve during the contemplated movement of the cavalry as a
mounted engineer troop, under my direction. I would designate Lieu-

tenant Johnson, Company A, Fourth South Carolina Eegiment, and
Lieutenant Ban skett, Sixtli South Carolina Eegiment, as suitable officers

to take charge of the detail from General Butler’s division. This detail

will be furnished with tools as soon as it reports to me at these head-
quarters. The detail from General William Lee’s division will report
at General William Lee’s headquarters to Lieut. F. Eobertson, engineer
officer, to whom I will forward instructions to furnish tools, &c.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. F. LANNEAU,
Lieiitenmii and Engineer Officer, Harnptoyih Corps.

E. B.—It is desirable that the details should be made up as far as
practicable of men accustomed to the use of the ax.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 219. ] Richmond

,
September 15, 1864.

I. The several assistant quartermasters now on duty with regiments
or battalions of infantry belonging to the First, Second, and Third
Corps, of the Army of Northern Virginia, are relieved from duty with
their respective commands, as contemplated in the second sectio i of

the Act of Congress apiiroved June 14, 1864 (No. 14, General Orders,
No. 53, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series), and
the following-named officers now serving Avith said army are re assigned
to duty as hereinafter indicated

:

Army headquarters: Lieut. Col. J. L. Corley, chief quartermaster.
Army of Northern Virginia; Maj. A. L. Land, assistant to chief quarter-
master, Army of Northern Virginia; Maj. John A. Harman, forage
quartermaster. Army of Northern Virginia; Capt. A. M. Garber, assist-

ant quartermaster, assistant to forage quartermaster. Army of North-
ern Virginia; Capts. John M. Allen, John Glaize, E. S. Bell, assistants

to forage quartermaster, Army of Northern Virginia; Maj. E. H. Jan-
ney, issuing quartermaster. Army of Northern Virginia; Capt. W. M.
Cary, assivstant to issuing quartermaster. Army of Northern Virginia;
Capt. G. W. Shell, in charge of army supply train; Capt. W. C. Mar-
row, paymaster; Cai)t. S. M. Somers, in charge of army ordnance train;

Capt. el. T. Bernard, in charge of army ambulance train; Capts. George
S. Thompson, W. F. Thomas, depot quartermasters.
Cavalry headquarters: Maj. N. E. Fitzhugh, quartermaster; Capt.

J. M. Hanger, in charge of property.
First Corps headquarters: Maj. E. Taylor, cor])S quartermaster;

Capt. F. Potts, corps paymaster; Capts. *T. C. Maben, eJames P.
PhilliiAS, assistants to corps quartermaster; Capt. W. T. Meade, in

charge of ordnance train; Capt. E. B. Moon, Fifty-third Virginia Eegi-
ment, medical and ambulance train.

Pickett’s division headquarters: Capt. A. W. Williams, assistant

quartermaster, paymaster; Capt. J. H. Holt, assistant to division quar-
termaster; Capt. David Meade, division commissary train; Capt. T. P.
Wallace, Thirteenth Virginia Eegiment, division ordnance train.

Field’s division headquarters: Maj. H. C. Deshields, division quarter-

master; Capt. J, W, McLure, Palmetto Sharpshooters, property quar-
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termaster; Capt. T. Y. Sanford, Forty-seventli Virginia Eegiment,
paymaster; Capt. J. N. Crockett, Fifth South Carolina Eegiment,
division coinmissaiy train; Capt. E. A. Wilcox, Eighth Georgia Eegi-
ment, division ordnance train.

Kershaw’s division headquarters: Maj. W. D. Peck, division quar-
termaster; Capt. G. T. McGehee, Twenty-first Mississippi Eegiment,
assistant to division quartermaster; Capt. J. J. Yillepigue, Second
South Carolina Eegiment, paymaster; Capt. M. J. Atkins, Fifty-first

Georgia Eegiment, division ordnance train
;

Capt. Frank Lumpkin,
Cobb’s Georgia Legion, division commissary train.

Second Corps headquarters: Maj. John D. Eogers, corps quarter-
master; Capt. A. Martin, assistant quartermaster. Thirty-third Vir-

ginia Eegiment, in charge of stores
;
Capt. John Preston, Thirty-seventh

Virginia Eegiment, in charge of ambulance train; Capt. A. Elhart,
paymaster.

Gordon’s division: Maj. G. D. Mercer, division quartermaster; Capt.
J. D. Brooks, assistant quartermaster, Fifth Virginia Eegiment, assist-

ant division quartermaster; Capt. C. White, assistant quartermaster.
Forty-fourth Virginia Eegiment, assistant division quartermaster; Capt.
C. G. Merritt, assistant quartermaster. Twenty-fifth Virginia Eegiment,
in cliarge commissary train

;
Capt. A. S. Stonebreaker, Second Virginia

Eegiment, in charge ordnance train.

Evans’ brigade : Maj. James Bruce, brigade quartermaster; Capt. Ker.
Boyce, assistant quartermaster, Twelfth Georgia Battalion, assistant to

brigade quartermaster; Capt. W. H. Stiles, Jr., assistant quartermaster.
Sixtieth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Terry’s brigade: Capt. E. L. Francisco, assistant quartermaster,
Fourth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster

;
Capt.

G. P. Persinger, assistant quartermaster. Twenty-seventh Virginia
Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

York’s brigade: Maj. Francis Eawle, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

James Buckner, assistant quartermaster. Tenth Louisiana Eegiment,
assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. W. J. Hughes, assistant

quartermaster, Ninth Louisiana Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-

termaster.
Eodes’ division : Maj. N. M. Tanner, division quartermaster; Capt.

J. B. Burwell, Fifty-third North Carolina Eegiment, assistant to divis-

ion quartermaster; Capt. E. F. Langdon, Third North Carolina Eegi-

ment, in charge ordnance train; Capt. W. J. Neary, Forty-fourth

Georgia Eegiment, in charge commissary train.

Holes’ brigade: Maj. H. K. Daniel, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

Howard Tinsley, Fourth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-

termaster; Capt. A. S. Eeid, Twelfth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to

brigade quartermaster.
Cox’s brigade: Maj. B. D. Williams, brigade quartermaster.

Battle’s brigade : Maj. J. C. Bryan, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

H. A. Haralson, Sixth Alabama Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-

termaster.
Grimes’ brigade: Capt. J. L. Frensley, assistant quartermaster,

Thirty-second North Carolina, acting brigade (piartermaster; Capt.

J. B. Stafibrd, assistant quartermaster. Forty-third North Carolina,

assistant to brigade quartermaster; Ca])t. Prior Eeynolds, assistant

quartermaster. Forty-fifth North Carolina, assistant to brigade (piar-

termaster.
Eamseur’s division: Maj. C. E. Snodgrass, division quartermaster;

Capt. V. E. Turner, Twenty-third North Carolina, assistant to division
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quartermaster; Capt. W. G. McN'eely, Fifty-seventh North Carolina,
assistant to division quartermaster; Capt. J. K. Vogler, Twenty-first
North Carolina, in charge commissary train.

Johnston’s brigade : Maj. W. Payne, brigade quartermaster
;
Capt.

E. S. Harris, assistant quartermaster. Twentieth North Carolina, assist-

ant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. S. Northington, Twelfth North
Carolina, assistant to brigade quartermastei’.

Pegram’s brigade: Maj. J. W. Bell, brigade quartermaster
;
Cai)t. J.

H. Baiighan, Thirteenth Virginia, assistant to brigade quartermaster;
Capt. George M. Cochran, jr.. Fifty-second [Virginia], assistant to bri-

gade quartermaster.
Hoke’s brigade: Capt. T. H. Brame, assistant to brigade quarter-

master. '

Third Corps headquarters: Maj. J. G. Field, corps quartermaster;
Capt. W. S. P. Mayo, paymaster; Capt. John Lightfoot, reserve ord-
nance train; Capt. J. H. Wilder, Twenty-second North Carolina Eegi-
ment, assistant to corps quartermaster; Capt. John Whitchard, Tenth
Georgia Battalion, medical and ambulance train.

Heth’s division headquarters: Capt. J. F. Cage, in charge commis-
sary train; Capt. E. P. McClain, paymaster. Seventh Tennessee Eegi-
ment; Capt. W. H. Brannon, First Tennessee Eegiment, assistant to

division quartermaster; Capt. J. J. Thomas, Forty-seventh North Car-
olina Eegiment, assistant to division quartermaster.
Anderson’s division headquarters: Maj. J. A. Johnston, division

quartermaster; Capt. H. J. Stone, paymaster; Capt. J. L. Briscoe, in

charge commissary train; Capt. O. H. P. CoiT)rew, Sixth Virginia
Eegiment, assistant to division quartermaster; Capt. E. C. Osborne,
Twelfth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to division quartermaster.

Wilcox’s division headquarters: Maj. N. E. Scales, division (juarter-

inaster; Capt. E. M. Oates, in charge of commissary train; Capt. C. 1).

Hill, Thirteenth North Carolina Eifles, paymaster; Capt. E. W. Gail-

lard, Twelfth South Carolina Eegiment \sic
] ;

Capt. J. M. Tate, in charge
of ordnance train.

Hunton’s brigade: Maj. George T. Jones, brigade quartermaster;
Capt. S. C. Price, Nineteenth Virginia, assistant to brigade quarter-

master.
Barton’s brigade: Maj. B. S. Thompson, brigade quartermaster

[

Capt. J. Compton, Nineteenth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade
quartermaster; Capt. J. T. Averett, Thirty-eighth Virginia Eegiment,
assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Kemper’s brigade: Maj. N. W. Crisler, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

E. C. Woods, Thventy-fourth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade
quartermaster; Capt. Cameron L. Thompson, Fifty-second Georgia,
assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Corse’s brigade: Maj. E. H. Turner, brigade quartermaster; Capt. W.
C. N. Carr, Fifteenth Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quarter-
master; Capt. T. P. McCandlish, Thirty-second Virginia Eegiment,
assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Anderson’s brigade: Maj. Josephus Guthrie, brigade quartermaster;

Capt. E. K. Holliday, Seventh Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade
quartermaster; Capt. J. W. Sutlive, Ninth Georgia Eegiment, assistant

to brigade qiqirtermaster.

Beiining’s brigade: Maj. W. E. Bird, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
A. C. Norton, Twentieth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade (juar-

termaster; Cai)t. H. W. Forbes, Fifteenth Georgia Eegiment, assistant

fo l)rigade quartermaster.
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Law’s brigade: Maj. AY. H. Scruggs, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
Eobert Lapsley, Forty-fourth Alabama, assistant to brigade quarter-
master; Capt. J. AY. Hudson, Fourth Alabama, assistant to brigade
quartermaster.

Bratton’s brigade: Maj. AY. H. Quincy, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
J. L. Agurs, Sixtli South Carolina Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-
termaster; Capt. AY. L. Shoup, Second South Carolina Eegiment,
assistant to brigade quartermaster,

Gregg’s brigade : Maj. J. H. Littlefield, brigade quartermaster
;
Capt.

AY. N. Norwood, Fifth Texas Eegiment, assistant to brigade quarter-
master; Capt. J. A. Eust, Third Arkansas Eegiment, assistant to
brigade quartermaster.

Wolford’s brigade : Capt. A. S. Turner, Twenty-four tli Georgia Eeg-
iment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Kershaw’s brigade: Capt. J. AI. Henegan, Eighth South Carolina

Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. T. AY. AYood-
ward. Twentieth South Carolina Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-
termaster.

Bryan’s brigade: Maj. L. S. AIcGuire, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
AY. H. Briggs, Fiftieth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-
termaster; Capt. 'J. AI. Ponder, Fifty-third Georgia Eegiment, assist-

ant to brigade quartermaster.
Humphreys’ brigade: Alaj. P. AI. Doherty, brigade quartermaster;

Capt. Samuel Frank, Seventh Mississippi Eegiment, assistant to bri-

gade quartermaster; Capt. J. H. Turner, Thirteenth Alississippi Eegi-
ment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Alahone’s brigade: Capt. George J. Eogers, Forty-first Virginia
Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. A. E. Etheridge,
Sixty-first Virginia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Perrin’s brigade: Maj. J. G. Pierce, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
E. E. Peabody, Sixty-fourth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade
quartermaster; Capt. J. J. Harris, Fourteenth Alabama Eegiment,
assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Wright’s brigade: Maj. E. L. McAYhorter, brigade quartermaster;

Capt. J. L. Keith, Twenty-second Georgia Eegiment, assistant to bri-

gade quartermaster; Capt. G. W. Evans, Forty-eighth Georgia Eegi-
ment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Finegan’s and Perry’s brigade: Maj. D. W. Hinkle, brigade quar-
termaster; Capt. F. C. Sollee, First Florida Eegiment, assistant to

brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. H. Johnson, Second Florida Eegi-
ment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Scales’ brigade: Maj. A. H. Galloway, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
J. W. Clarke, Thirty-fourth North Carolina Eegiment, assistant to bri-

gade quartermaster; Capt. J. S. McElroy, Sixteenth North Carolina
Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Thomas’ brigade: Maj. E. T. Taylor, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

J. T. Brown, Forty-fifth Georgia Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-
termaster.

Harris’ brigade: Maj. H. J. Hearsey, brigade quartermaster; Capt.
D. W. Ducie, Sixteenth Alississippi Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-

termaster
;
Capt. A. T. Owens, Nineteenth Mississippi Eegiment, asvsist-

ant to brigade quartermaster.
Lane’s brigade: Maj. E. AY. Herndon, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

A. D. Cazeaux, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. E. Sud-
derth. Thirty-third North Carolina, assistant to brigade quartermaster.
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McGowan’s brigade: Maj. H. Hammond, brigade quartermaster;
Capt. E. L, McOaughrin, Fourteenth South Carolina, assistant to bri-

gade quartermaster; Capt. E. E. B. Hewetson, First South Carolina,

assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Kirkland’s brigade: Maj. G. P. Collins, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

J. J. Young, Twenty-sixth Kortli Carolina Eegiment, assistant to bri-

gade quartermaster; Capt. John Gatlin, Fifty-second North Carolina
Eegiment, assistant to brigade quartermaster.
Cooke’s brigade: Maj. E. M. Braxton, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

C. H. Thomas, assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. W. White,
Twenty-seventh North Carolina Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-
termaster.
Davis’ brigade: Major J. S. Eeid, brigade quartermaster; Capt. L. P.

Cooper, Forty-second Mississippi Eegiment, assistant to brigade quar-
termaster; Capt. S. Owens, Eleventh Mississix)pi Eegiment, assistant

to brigade quartermaster.
Archer’s brigade: Capt. A. J. Allensworth, Fourteenth Tennessee,

assistant to brigade quartermaster; Capt. W. O. Haggerty, Thirteenth
Tennessee, assistant to brigade quartermaster.

Walker’s brigade: Maj. J. I). Keiley, jr., brigade quartermaster;
Maj. J. L. Powers, Twenty-second Virginia Eegiment.*##*#**
XVIII. Authority is hereby granted Maj. W. S. Basinger, command-

ing, &c., at Mattoax, to impress 100 slaves from the county of Amelia,
Va., for labor on the works now in course of construction at Flat Creek
and Mattoax Stations. In making the impressments a care should be
had that those who have heretofore furnished slaves should, as a gen-
eral rule, be passed over, in order that the burden may fall on all alike.

By command of the Secretary of War

:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

PETERSBU-Ra, iSeptember 15, 1864.

General J. A. Walker,
Bnrkeinlle :

The enemy seems to be moving. Instruct your commanders at bridges
to be on the alert.

GEOEGE WM. BEENT,
Colonel ard Assistant Adjutant- General.

Petersburg, September 15. 1864.

(Eeceived at Stony Creek.)

Capt. A. B. Woodruff,
Commandinfj

:

l^e on the alert and prepared. Enemy is moving in some direction-

HENEY A. WISE,
Brigadier- General.
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Special Orders,
|

Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 220. \

Richmond^ September' 16, 1864.#*##***
XIII. Ool. R. G. Trigg, of Fifty-fonrtli Regiment Virginia Yolunteers,

will, whilst on furlough, collect the deserters and absentees without leave
from his command and employ them tor the dispersion and arrevSt of

deserters and disatfected persons said to be banded in his vicinity, and
after such service to return his men to their command.

*
' * * * # * *

XA^I. Capt. James Boyd, of Company A, Twenty-fifth Regiment Vir-

ginia A^olunteers, will proceed to Northwestern Virginia, Avithin the
enemy’s lines, and recruit men to fill up his company, and also bring
out any deserters and absentees to their proper commands, and recruit

for any other companies in the field.

* * * # * * *

XXI. Ool. Robert Tansill, Provisional Army,C. S., is assigned to duty
as inspector-general in the District of Wilmington, Department of North
Carolina and Southern Virginia, and will report to Maj. Gen. W. H. 0.

Whiting, commanding, &c., Wilmington, N. C.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant- Geyiera 1.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Septeniber 16, 1864.

GoAwnor Z. B. Vance,
Raleigh, R. C.

:

Twenty-six hundred muskets have been sent to you, and orders have
been issued for 400 to be sent from Salisbury.

R. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 16, 1864.

J. L. Morroaa^,
Asst. Supt. Richinond and Danville Railroad, Riehmond, Va. :

Movement of enemy yesterday was but a reconnaissance. Our entire

picket-line was re-established. At present no indications of any moA^e
toAvard your road.

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
Petersburg, Ya., September 16, 1864.

Col. George Wm. Brent,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Colonel: I A^ould respectfully suggest that for the future it may be
best to place either Hoke’s division or mine in reserve and permit our
Avhole line to be occupied by one division as at present. This arrange-
ment Avill enable us at all times to bring a lieaA^y force to bear on any
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point that may be assailed, while, under ordinary circumstances, one
division will be sufficient to hold the line. I have one regiment now in

reserve in rear of Colquitt’s salient. The only addition which will per-

haps seem desirable will be a reserve in rear of Elliott’s salient.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. R. JOHNSO^l,

Major- General.

Headquarters,
^Yilmmgton^ N. 6\, September 16^ 1864.

General Gilmer:
General : You can chiefly aid me now in increasing and maintaining

a large and constant supply of labor. My laboring force is entirely in-

adequate for the great demand upon it. I should also like you to iiush

forward to completion as rapidly as possible the galvanic submarine
batteries which ought to be down complete now. I have the insulated
wire. This matter, however, is, I believe, in the hands of the Navy. At
any rate you can urge prompt action. But, especially, I hope you will

urge and constantly call the attention of the War Department to the
necessity of the presence of a strong supporting force. This 1 main-
tain to be needed at all times to prevent surprise, much more so when
it is supposed the enemy mean to attack. The whole system of defense
adopted here is predicated entirely on the presence of a movable force

or army coiqis. The enemy have too many lines of attack open to

make self-sustaining forts of much avail. The different routes or lines

of attack he may probably adopt have all been discussed and repre-

sented to the War Department. Those to which you call attention are
those which especially demonstrate the absolute need of infantry sup-
port. It Avill not be enough to be sure that Caswell or Fisher or Smith’s
Island are secure against a sudden dash or the passage of the enemy’s
fleets. The enemy must not be allowed to make a lodgment. At
Piney Point I prefer to establish lines and station a brigade to putting
up a fort, which could readily be turned, and for which I have neither
the guns npr crew. The presence of a strong force there would make
land operations against Fort Caswell very hazardous for the enemy.
But the force is necessary. At present I have but GOO men on the
whole of Oak Island, yet the garrison of Campbell and Caswell should
be 800 each, besides tlie brigade required for support at Piney Point.

So on Smith’s Island the force should be increased to 2,500, at Fort
Fisher to 2,200. The proper disposition, then, of the supporting army
would be a brigade at the head of the sound, occupying the strong posi-

tion from Gatlin’s battery across to the Sugar Loaf; a ffiigade at Sinith-

ville or Piney Point, and three brigades, the main body or reserve, on
the sound between Wrightsville and Whisky Creek. By waiting until

after the enemy has chosen his point of attack and made good his foot-

hold, great disaster may occur; much hard work and more men are
certain to be needed.

In these views and the system of defense General Beauregard agrees.
The only difficulty in the pressure upon us is everywhere for men. It

is for the Department to weigh the relative importance of difterent

positions. One thing I beg leave to urge: Let not this defense be
intrusted to reserves at all. One veteran soldier will be worth a half
dozen. If it is considered essential to save this place, on all accounts
let old regiments come here. The defenders here must go through an
ordeal that only old soldiers can stand, and it must be remembered



1254 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

that the garrisons here have never been in action. The re-enforcements
or supporting corps ought surely to be soldiers. I beg you will urge
these considerations. I have written so much and called attention so
frequently to the defense of' this place, its wants and difficulties, that
I fear my views are not considered, or regarded as those of an alarm-
ist. Considerations from an independent source may meet with more
attention. However that may be, they are correct, and time will show it.

With regard to the two lines of attack you present, the line by
Lockwood’s Folly and Oak Island makes an increased force here indis-

pensable, and it should be ready to operate before the landing is

effected. Manifestly, the garrisons of Caswell and Camxffiell, even if

they were sufficiently strong, could not be taken away to operate
against their advance. On Smith’s Island the lines are very strong,
but the force is entirely inadequate to so extensive a position. I regard
it as the key of the harbor. It shall be re-enforced at once. For the
sound, the northerly attack, the disposition above indicated of troops
near Masonborough is the only one I know of to be effective. The
points of landing are so numerous that we cannot provide the whole coast
with artillery defenses. We can only hold men and light batteries in

hand for action, and for this must have the men and batteries
5
that is

all, and these I have not got. Against the road approaches I have
strong lines on the Sound and Holly Shelter roads, to which I could
throw my forces. But the defenses of the city are useless, except as

against a raid or sudden cavalry attack. When the city is approached
by a force which could compel my troops to fall back upon it the har-

bor is gone beyond peradventure, for any such movement gives the
enemy the peninsula between this and Fort Fisher, and, of course, pos-

session of the river.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITraO,
Major-General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington^ September 10) 1864.

Brig. Gen. L. H:6bert, Commanding^ ffic., Smithville:

My Dear General : I send you a letter* of General Gilmer on which
I would like to have your views. I have answered it myself, but I

should like to forward something from you; you know my opinions
])retty well and the absolute necessity of a sympathizing friend when it

should be posted. All the suggestions about obstacles, self-sustaining

works, &c., will effect nothing, even if carried out without troops. We
have no troops to man any more Avorks, not enough for those Ave have
built. Infantry lines, light batteries, and a brigade are better at Piney
Point tlian any fort. With the strong lines on Smith’s Island the same
may be said. My position of a brigade betAveen the Sugar Loaf and
Gatlin for the supi)ort of Fisher and those between Wrightsville and
Whisky Greek is better than any other obstacle. When the enemy
advance Avith a force onto the city, and compels me to fall back into tlie

town, the harbor is lost beyond peradventure. But take Gilmer’s letter,

analyze it your own Avay, bring forward your own vicAvs, and let me send
them on. General Beauregard agrees with me. The more Ave can bring
to bear the better our chance for improvements.

Very respectfully,

W. H. G. WHITING,
Major- General.

^Noi found.
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Headquarters,
Wilmmgtonj September 16^ 1864.

[Ool. D. McEae:]
I liave read with surprise yoiii editorial upon a comiuuuication pub-

lished in the iTew York Times advocatiug an early attack on Wilming-
ton. Surprise, not at its evident reflections on myself, for I have learned
that members of the press in general show but little care as to the effect

of their articles on the reputation of individuals, who, in a public posi-

tion, may be the subjects of discussion, but that you should publish an
article which will tend to weaken the defense of this important place.

I am sure you have had no such intention, but you are of influence in

the State, politically, socially, and in your present position
j
you have

been a soldier, and a brave and gallant one, as I have often borne wit-

ness. As such, I ask you frankly: Ought you not to have informed
yourself as to what I have done already for the defense of Wilmington
and what is being done before you indicated to the people your want of
confldeiice in me and so weakened greatly my position as commanding
general ? The matter is one of the greatest importance. You and every
North Oarolinian and every Southron are interested, and I can blame
no one for the expression of anxiety, earnest as my own, that Wilming-
ton should be properly and indomitably defended. Will your remarks
help the matter! Can they help Wilmington! I do not wish to speak
of myself further than this : that I was transferred by the President
from the command of one of the noblest divisions of the army, one
which, neither under me nor under my more distinguished successors.

Generals Hood and Field, ever knew defeat, to undertake the defense
of Wilmington. I i)resunie this was done on account of my supi)osed
professional fitness for such duty. Will it aid me or help the defense

for the report to be spread that there is no confidence in me! I beg you
not to misunderstand me as putting this question to you in my own inter-

est at all. You are a patriot, and provided our last hold upon the water
is maintained it is certainly nothing to you whether it is done by me or

by any one else. That it should be clone and well donemust alone be your
object. But in furtherance of that, let me ask you if you can spare a
few days to examine for yourself what has been done here. I will take
pleasure in enabling you to see everything, even to—in confidence—my
correspondence. You will learn in what condition it was when I took
command, in what it is now, what warnings have been given, how far I

must be held responsible uj) to this time, perhai^s how far I am fit.

You will be able to judge for yourself how far I have the confidence of

my trooi)S, whatever may be the opinion of the people of Ealeigh, or of

others, who, unlike yourself, have kept out of this war. And you will

then be in position to discuss this important question from knowledge
and information. I shall be happy to welcome you. Be good enough to

understand that I take no exception to your remarks as far as they
affect me personally, oidy as they affect the defense. Perhaps I am
not a judge in the premises. But you may be assured that I have but
one object here, and that is to save this place and hold it. Whether
tliat is to be done by others, and there are many better than I, is noth-
ing, vso it is done.

Please to consider this as a private letter, not in any way intended
for publication. Should you accept the proposition I have made to see

for yourself, and I think you owe it to your position to inform yourself
fully of the matter you discuss, I can, of course, take no ex(;eption to

any criticisms you may deem to make hereafter, founded on your ow n
observation. The President, General Lee, and General Beauregard,
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wlio lias just visited this place, are pleased to have confidence in me
so far, and doubtless with such support I may be careless of outside
remarks, but I have endeavored to write this letter to you in the inter-

est of the cause, not my own. I hope you will take it in that spirit.

One word more : when the hour of trial comes no doubt you and many
other men of North Carolina will hasten to the defense of Wilmington;
and you will be needed. Accept, then, my invitation to examine for

yourself what has been done in the way of preparation. All the art
of the engineer is useless, unless his works are held by strong and
willing hearts. If, so far, nothing that could be done has been left

undone, and that I want you to see, help him when the time comes
rather than weaken him beforehand. And this I ask, not for myself
alone, but for the country and for whoever may be here in my place,
if 1 am not here, or if 1 am subordinate.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
lSe])temher 17, 1864.

Hon. Secretary of War,
Richmond

:

Sir : There is immediate necessity for the services of 5,000 negroes
for thirty days to labor on the fortifications at this place, those on
James Kiver, around Richmond, at Danville, and at several points- on
the South Side and Danville railroads. The amount of labor to be
done, and the importance of having it done prom^itly, make it impos-
sible to exact it of the troops without impairing their efficiency and
requiring their absence from exposed positions. Much of the work is

to be x>erformed at places where there are few or no troops at present,

but where it is deemed proper to prepare for possible future operations.

I thiidv the necessity sufficiently urgent to justify calling for this labor
at once. From your indorsement upon the apifiications of General
Stevens for negroes, I understand that you think that the act of Con-
gress of February 17, 1864, does not empower you to order the impress-
ment of slaves engaged in raising grain or provisions, but that the
general commanding the department where their services are needed
has the power to do so. I am willing to exercise such powers as I

possess in the premises, but have no instruments to put them in execu-
tion. I cannot consistently with the exigencies of the service detail

officers and soldiers from the army for this duty, nor, if I could, would
that agency be suitable in my judgment. The impressments would not
be made equally and justly, as the officers would necessarily be igno-

rant of the comparative resources and wants of the districts in which
they would have to operate. If the agents of the Conscript Bureau
can be employed for the purpose I am prepared to give them such
authority to act as I lawfully may. They could consult with the local

authorities and arrange for the prompt execution of the imi)ressment
in such manner as to be least injurious to the agricultural interests. I

inclose* a tabular statement of the quotas of the counties from which
it is x^roposed to draw the negroes, showing the credits to which each
is entitled. The number called for is large, but allowance must be

* See schedule aiiuexed to piiragrapli XLII, Special Orders, No. 224, Sex)temher 21,

p. 12G8.
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made for failure in some quarters, and as the negroes will be sent on at

difierent times, there will not be as great a number as the call embraces
taken from the farms at any one time. I respectfully ask instructions

how to proceed at your earliest convenience.
Very resx^ectfully, your obedient servant,

K. E. LEE,
General.

[September 17, 18G4.—For Lee to Seddon, reporting affair at Cog-
gins’ Point (IGth) and other operations, see Part I, p. 852.]

War Department, C. S. A.,

Riehmondj Va., Septemher 17, 1804.

Maj. Gen. W, H. C. WhitinCx,
Commanding, Wilmington, N. C.:

General; Your letter relative to the construction of a bridge across

the Cape Pear Piver to connect certain railroads was referred to the
Engineer Bureau, which reports:

Careful inquiries, examinations, surveys, and reports have been made and the un-
dertaking found to require much material and labor. As the gauges of the two
roads meeting at Wilmington are different, as the connection through Petersburg is

broken, and as the presidents of the two railroad companies at Wilmington, on di-

rect apjieal, decline to give any aid to the construction of the proposed bridge,
favorable action in tlie within proposition is not recommended.

Kes])ectfully,

JAMES A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters Arma^ of Northern Virginia,
Septemher 17, 1864.

Commanding Officer,
Hicl^sford, also Weldon and Stony Creei

:

Body of enemy’s cavalry, estimated between 3,000 and 5,000, passed
down Jerusalem plank road to-day. Be on the lookout and prepared
for them should they move toward you.

W. H. TAYLOB,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
Septemher 17, 1864.

General J. A. Early:
General: I have been very anxious to recall General Anderson

with Kershaw’s division to me. But a victory at tliis time over Sheri-
dan would be greatly advantageous to us, and I feared that your corps
would be insufficient for the purpose. General Anderson is more neces-
sary here than in the Valley, and I liave written to him to return with
his staff' if circumstances permit, and to direct General Kershaw with
his division to report to you for tiie i)resent. Should you and he
decide that Kershaw’s division is unnecessary in the Valley, I wish
it to return with General A. It is my intention to send to youBosser’s
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brigade of cavalry as soon as I can discover the intentions of General
Grant. I then think yon will be able to spare Kershaw. In the mean-
time I wish yon to defeat Sheridan if your strength is sufficient. He
seems disposed to protect himself under his intrenchments. If you
could draw him ui:> the Valley and fall upon him suddenly, or throw a
body of troops behind him, you might succeed in defeating him. If

you think it best for you to remain on the defensive and can spare Ker-
shaw, send him to me as secretly as you can, for I will then take the
offensive myself. If yon retain Kershaw, hold him in readiness to send
to me at a moment’s notice, and keep his division in as efficient condi-
tion as ])ossible.

Wishing you success, I remain, very truly,

K. E. LEE,
, , General.

liiCHMOND, Ya., Septemher 18, 1864.

Hon. Herschel V. Johnson:
My Hear Sir: In regard to the law and regulations relating to

foreign commerce I perceive by your reply that my explanation must
have been very imperfect, else you would have seen that, in so tar as
charters of vessels had been made at a previous date, they were
excepted from the operation of the regulations, but only in relation to

those chartered after the passage ot the law and the promulgation of
the regulations had any question been raised. The veto message was
intended to show the impolicy of yielding to an attempt to use the
States to evade the law and defeat the purpose of Congress. My objec-

tions were sustained by such a majority as relieves me from the sup-
posed want of deference to the legislative will. The clamor to which
you allude was not to be silenced by concession, as has been abundantly
proved by experiment, but if it had been otherwise the case was one
involving the public interest, which could not be bartered away. You
are, no doubt, right in your conclusion that General Johnston was not
relieved soon enough, but the judgment is sustained upon evidence
which was not possessed before the event. I did not anticipate the
abandonment of the mountain region of Georgia, and if General John-
ston had informed me that he would retreat to Atlanta, he would have
been sooner relieved, as it was my opinion then, as clearly as now, that
Atlanta could be best defended by holding some of the strong iiositions

to the north of it. You ask me to resolve “ that General Hood shall

succeed,” and for this purx)ose give the means, even if other points ^‘are

uncovered temporarily.” All that was done for General Johnston
when he was at Dalton. Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, Mississippi,

and NTorth Alabama were stripped to give him a force which would
insure success so speedily that the troops could return to these places
in time to prevent disaster. The resolution did not bring success, but
results have followed.

The concentration referred to had, I suppose, attracted your atten-

tion, as I perceive, in suggesting further action of like kind, you look to

Virginia and ask if Early and Breckinridge cannot be sent to Georgia,
your supposition being that they would do more good in Sherman’s
rear than by raiding in Pennsylvania. Not long after Congress left

Richmond the enemy advanced into the Valley of the Shenandoah,
defeated the small force we had there, and moved to the execution of a
plan which was to destroy all communications Avith Richmond, as well
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from tlie west as from tlie south, and thus to compel the evacuation of the
capital. Breckinridge, with a division, and, subsequently. Early, with a
corps,were sent to check the advance of the enemy. This was not effected

until after he had reached Lynchburg. Our success there drove
him in disorder toward the northwest, and gave us an opportunity to

assume the offensive, with not unreason able hope of capturing his capi-

tal instead of losing our own. The invasion by Sherman or Grant
might as well be denominated a raid as that of Pennsylvania by Early.

To save their capital, troops en route to Grant were diverted to Wash-
ington, and other troops were drawn from Grant to the same place,

and the enemy soon had a large force on the upper Potomac. If, then,

Early’s army had been withdrawn, the enemy could, with their increased
force and, therefore, better i:»rospects of success, again have entered on
the campaign which had been terminated at Lynchburg, and I should
probably have had to exercise the power Congress conferred on me
before their adjournment by indicating’’ a new place for their next
meeting, and for the want of supplies it would, with equal probability,

have become necessary to transfer General Lee’s army to the new field

of operations.

I do not entertain your apprehension that Early’s movement into the

enemy’s country will weaken the ])eace element there; on the other
hand, it seems to me that if we could make them feel the evils of war
at their own door that they would much more fully realize the bless-

ings of peace and much more numerously sustain the policy of stopping
the war. It has been necessity alone which has justified our attitude
of defense, as it was surely greatly to have been ]>referred that the
battle-fields, with the desolation which is their constant attendant,
should all have been on the enemy’s soil. Among the reasons for that
preference I should estimate as not the least the effect it would have
in leading the minds of our enemies to a peaceful solution of the ques-
tions at issue, and the future observance of their obligations to our
States and people. I have not failed to appreciate your motive, and
your frankness needed no apology. Suggestions are often useful, even
though not adoxDted at the time and in the manner jiroposed, and I too
I'ully realize my need of assistance to be otherwise than thankful for

well-meant advice. The first effect of disaster is to always s^iread a
deeper gloom than is due to the occasion. No one was more anxious
than myself to prevent the fall of Atlanta. I was not among those who
deemed that result inevitable as soon as the enemy had crossed the
Ghattahoochee, and I was not willing that it should be yielded before
maidy blows had been struck for its preservation. I think it can be
recovered; that if the absentees from Hood’s army can be sent back,
ami the men of Georgia who, by oxierations of the law are exempt from
nulitary service, will give temporarily their aid, that Sherman’s army
can be driven out of Georgia—perhaps be utterly destroyed. To that
end we need the support of a ]mblic opinion which will drive to the
army all who belong to it and all who ought to belong to it, and with
confidence I ax)i)eal to you for aid.

Very resi)ectfully, yours, &c.,

JEEFEKSON DAVIS.

[September 10, 18(14.—For Ijee to Davis, in reference to Beaure-
gard’s assignment to command of Alilitary Division of the West, see
Vol.XXXlX, Bart 11, p. 840.

|
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War Department, C. S. A.,

Bichmondj 8e{ptemher 19
^
1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia:

General: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 17th
instant, relative to the impressnient of 5,000 slaves to work on the
fortifications. Yon are right in supposing my reference of the subject
to you was owing to doubts whether iny ])owers allowed the impress-
ment of slaves engaged in agriculture and wliether the discretion was
not confided exclusively to commanding generals. I should not have
hesitated on the score of responsibility, nor should I have troubled you
about a matter which more appropriately pertains to the administrative
duties of the Department. While, however, your authoritative sanction
is required for the impressment, I do not consider it necessary you
should exercise it by officers of your army. In this opinion, too, the
Assistant Secretary of War, to whose legal opinion great deference is

justly due, concurs. The agencies of the Conscript Bureau will, there-

fore, in my judgment, be appropriately employed in making the im-

])ressments without delay. Orders will be issued referring to your call,

and stating the impressment to be necessary in your judgment, and
impressing upon the ofticers of that bureau the importance of a prompt
execution of the duty. I trust the number of laborers will be speedily
forthcoming.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES A. SEDDOY,

ISecretaj'y of War.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 20, 1864.

Hon. Secretary of War,
B/iehmond

:

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receiiit of your letter of
yesterday, with reference to the impressment of negroes for work on
fortifications, &c., and thank you for the iirompt measures you have
taken in the premises. 1 tliink that the time has arrived when the
public safety requires that we shall employ negro labor with the army
in all cases where it can be used to relieve able-bodied white men. The
teamsters and other laborers employed in the quartermaster’s depart-

ment, the laborers engaged in cutting wood for mines and factories,

machine shops, &c., and all doing mere manual labor in connection
with supplying the armies, can be well taken from this class, and the
white men now detailed for that purpose put in the ranks. The acces-

sion to our numbers by this means would be great, and I need not
repeat what 1 liave said as to the necessity of recruiting our armies. I

understood tiie act of Congress of 17th of February last as designed to

clothe the department with this autliority, as its title and preand)le

indicate. Tlie slaves called for in my last letter for thirty days, as I

understand the subject, ai*e to be impressed in accordance with a former
law, passed to regulate temporary impressment of negro labor. This
former law is referred to in the law of 17th of February to regulate the

manner of impressment, but not, as I understand it, to limit or alter

the powers conferred by the latter act. If I am correct in this view, I

respectfully urge the exercise of this power by the Department without
delay, to the extent of replacing all detailed men in service with negroes
where the latter can be used Avith advantage, and all Avhite laborers in
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Governitient employ whose work can be done by slaves or free negroes.

In addition to thus substituting negroes for whites, I recommend the
impressment to be extended far enough to provide a corps of laborers
for the army to prevent the necessity of many of those temporary
details that are now made to cut wood, work on roads, &c. I shall

require a large force to build roads, cut and transport wood, and make
other preparations for the supply and comfort of the troops at this

place during the winter months. These preparations are absolutely
necessary, or the health and efficiency of the army will be greatly
impaired by exposure and accumulated labor.

It is impossible, also, owing to the proximity of the enemy, to take
the troops from the lines, as was done last winter on the Rapidan, to

do this work. Among other things that will have to be done in order
to save our animals and procure adequate supplies of fuel, a short rail-

road will have to be constructed to connect us with suitable wood for

fuel, the green pine around us being unfit for that purpose. I trust you
will find means to give effect to these suggestions, if I am correct in my
interpretation of the law. I inclose a copy of an order said to have
been issued by General Kirby Smith, which seems to me to be in

accordance with the law in the main, and would recommend that some-
thing of the same kind be done at once here.* 1 am informed that there
is some legislation by the State on the subject of obtaining negro
labor, and the Governor may, if applied to, lend us material assistance.

I beg to assure you that it is, in my fopinionj, necessary for us to use
our negroes in this war if we would maintain ourselves and prevent
them from being employed against us. I am confident that our people
will contribute tins species of proi)erty with as much willingness as they
have all others, and no time should be lost in procuring the great
addition to our resources which the use of our negroes can afford us.

With great respect, your obedient servant,

R. E. LEE,
" General,

[Indorsement.]

SEPTEMnEK 21, 1864.

Captain Lay:
Please examine carefully both the suggestions and the law, and con-

fer with me.
J. A. SEDDOK,

Seeretary.

Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. General’s Office,
Ko. 223. i Jiiehmondj September 2d, 1864.

*

IV. The several assistant quartermasters now on duty with regiments
or battalions of infantry belonging to General G. T. Beauregard’s com-
mand, are relieved from their present service, as contempi ated in the
third section of the act of Congress, approved June 14, 1864 (No. 14,

General Orders, No. 53, current series), and the following-named officers

now serving with said commands are reassigned to duty as hereinafter
indicated

:

* Sec General Orders, No. 55, July 20, Vol. XLl, Part II,
i>.

1014.
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Army headquarters : Maj. E. Willis, chief quartermaster; Maj. J.

T>. Hill, Elliott’s brigade, corps paymaster; Oapt. E. C. McKnmey,
Twenty-third Georgia, reserve ordnance train; Capt. W. L. J. Eeid,
Twenty-sixth South Carolina, forage quartermaster; Caiit. G. AV. Evans,
Forty-eighth Georgia, army ambulances.
Hoke’s division: Maj. J. Hughes, division quartermaster; Capt. W.

C. Jordan, Sixty-sixth North Carolina, division paymaster; Capt. J. J.

Cbx, Thirty-first North Carolina, division ordnance train; Capt. J. H.
Gray, Sixth Georgia, division supply train.

Johnson’s division: Maj. C. L. Eandolph, division quartermaster;
Capt. A. O. Houston, Forty-third Alabama, division paymaster; Capt.
A. J. Miller, Twenty-fifth North Carolina, division supply train; Capt.
W. Fellers, Thirty-fourth Virginia, division ordnance train.

Wise’s brigade: Maj. H. C. Watkins, brigade quartermaster; Cajit.

N. J. Thomas, Forty-sixth Virginia, brigade assistant; Capt. J. M.
Nicolson, Twenty- sixth Virginia, brigade assistant.

Elliott’s brigade: Maj. E. L. Hord, Gracie’s brigade, brigade quai*ter-

master; Capt. P. O. Lemmons, Eighteenth South Carolina, assistant

brigade quartermaster; Capt. J. V. McNamee, Twenty-second South
Carolina, assistant brigade quartermaster.

Gracie’s brigade: Capt. J. J. Keigler, Fifty-ninth Alabama, assistant

brigade quartermaster; Cai)t. J. A. Fitzpatrick, Twenty-third Alabama,
assistant brigade quartermaster;

,
brigade quartermaster.

Hagood’s brigade: Maj. G. B. Lartigue, brigade quartermaster;
Capt. E. P. Gantt, Eleventh South Carolina Volunteers, brigade
assistant; Capt. J. E. Adger, Twenty-fifth South Carolina Volunteers,
brigade asvsistant.

Colquitt’s brigade: Maj. E. N. Ely, brigade quartermaster; Capt. S.

V. Sheats, Nineteenth Georgia, brigade assistant; Capt. G. B.
Buchanan, Twenty-seventh Georgia, assistant to brigade quarter-

master.
Clingraan’s brigade: Maj. A. M. Erwin, brigade quartermaster; Capt.

O. P. Meares, Sixty-first North Carolina, brigade assistant; Capt. H.
C. Eockwell, Fifty-first North Carolina, brigade assistant.

Martin’s brigade: Capt. J. S. Dancy, Seventeenth North Carolina,

acting brigade quartermaster; Capt. E. P. Bessent, Forty-second
North Carolina, brigade assistant.

* * * * m * #

By command of the Secretary of AA^ar:

JNO. AVITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Artillery, Army of Northern AArginia,
September 20, 1864.

Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley,
Acting Chief of Arty., Dept, of N. Carolina and Southern Va. :

Colonel: On visiting to-day General Johnson’s line and consulting

with himself, I ascertained several things respecting the artillery serv-

ice on that line requiring immediate attention and remedy.
First. There is no systematic communication between the chief artil-

lery officer on the line and General Johnson, Avho commands the whole.

In Colonel Jones’ absence you are, I believe, in charge of all that artillery.

You will please, therefore, arrange for daily consultation Avith General
Johnson, either in person or through your adjutant, so as to be informed
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of liis views and have them accomplished where not in conflict with
instructions from the commanding general, and in case of such conflict

appearing to you, you will immediately report the fact to these head-
quarters, so that the decision of the commanding general may be ob-

tained.

Second. Serious abuses seem to be creeping into the artillery service

on that line in consequence of the mode and extent of relieving the
officers and men of the several batteries: First, officers coming into

certain positions do not sufficiently familiarize themselves with the
held of fire of the guns coming under their charge; second, there is

not sufficient watchfulness at every gun to observe whatever occasion
may arise for firing it and have it promptly fired when it can be done
Avith damage to the enemy and advantage to ourselves; third, there

are not men enough retained at some of the guns—at least six men
ought to be at hand for each gun, in case of action or casualty; fourtli,

no proper [care] seems to be taken to repair injuries to gun carriages
and impleinente nor to readjust the works when impaired by the
enemy’s fire. I obserA^ed a gnn carriage of one of Eead’s batteries, uoav

served by Young’s company, oneAvheelof which Avas really disabled by
a shot of the enemy carrying off part of the tire, and it stands there
from day to day and Aveek to week without any one appearing to feel

responsible for neglect. You Avill please to give particular attention to

all such points, and cause the artillery commanders on the line to be
assiduous in correcting all evils of the kind and rendering their arm
thoroughly efficient for whatever service it may be called to render
there any day or hour.
Third. While artillery duels are not to be engaged in, our guns and

mortars must be always used Avith vigor when working parties of the
enemy can be damaged or his lines or troops be seriously annoyed

;

and in cases Avhere he concentrates a severe fire on one point our guns
at other points should operate to interrupt his fire and divert it.

Fourth. Artillerymen ought in justice bear a fair proportion of the
labor of preparing and renovating the Avorks for their own protection.

It is complained that they depend too much for this upon details from
infantry. Officers and men will at once i^erceive what is proper in this,

and will, I doubt not, cheerfully perform their part,

llespectfully, your obedient servant,
W. K PENDLETOK,

Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.

P. S.—I Avish you to see General Johnson this evening, especially as
to the advisability or not of firing on parties cutting doAvn a forest in

front of General Grade. As I have not time to have this copied first,

please return it for that purpose.

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
Petersburg, Va.^ September 20^ 1864.

Maj. George C. Broavn,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Lieut. Gen. EirelVs Staff, Richmo7id, Va.:

Ma.tor : Inclosed I forward to you a remonstrance from the officers

of Johnson’s old brigade against consolidation with any other com-
mand. The original application of Brigadier-General Archer for the
consolidation of Johnson’s brigade with his own, which called forth

this remonstrance, Avas sent to Colonel Hughs, about two weeks ago,

for his remarks, with instructions to return the paper to these head-
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quarters. It lias not yet been returned, and it is supposed tliat Colonel
Hughs forwarded the paper directly to your office; if it is still in

your office please place the inclosed with it and forward them together.
If, however, the original application has not reached your office, be kind
enough to direct Colonel Hughs to forward it immediately, in order
that it may accompany the inclosed remonstrance.*

I am, major, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. FOOTE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Johnson’s Brigade,
Signal Hill, Va., September 12, 1864,

Maj. Gen. B. E. Johnson,
Petersburg, Ya.

:

The application of Brigadier-General Archer for this brigade to be
transferred to his command having been submitted to us, we, the
undersigned, in behalf of the officers and men of this command, respect-
fully beg leave to enter our solemn protest against consolidation with or

transfer to any brigade. The members of this command, to a man, are
opposed to any arrangement by which they may lose their identity as
a brigade. We have existed as an organization, known as Johnson’s
brigade, now exceeding two long years. We have fought on many
battle-fields and undergone innumerable hardships together. Officers

and men have vied with each other to make Johnson’s brigade second
to none in the armies of the Confederate States. After the battles of
Shiloh and Perryville, where we lost over one-half of our original num-
bers, we entered Tennessee and recruited to a very large brigade before
the battle of Murfreesborough. On that memorable and ensanguined
field the brigade acted a conspicuous part, being in Cleburne’s division

and on the extreme left of the enemy. There we lost 672 officers and
men. Even after this heavy loss we again recruited the command to

almost the maximum number required by law. At Hoover’s Gap we
sufl’ered severely, Stewart’s division, ofiwhich we formed a part, being
the only troops confronting the enemy at that point and Johnson’s bri-

gade bringing up the rear of the army to Chattanooga. After the
demoralization of the retreat from our own State and a campaign in

East Tennessee and North Georgia, we again met the enemy on the
glorious and ever-memorable field of Chickamauga. Here, as you are
aware, our losses were very heavy, being over one-half of the entire

command. About 23d of November, 1863, we left the Army of Tennessee
to re-enforce General Longstreet at Knoxville. We arrived in time to

take part in that engagement. At Bean’s Station the command com-
posed one-third of the force in your successful attack and rout of a
greatly superior enemy, numbering about five to one. The whole win-
ter of 1863 was a series of active operations. The troops of this com-
mand were kept constantly on outpost duty and sufiered immensely,
both from exposure and lack of supplies, never remaining stationary
or in quarters but for a few days at a time. We were taken from that
scene of action about 1st of May, 1864, and brought to Eichmond, Va.,

where we arrived just in time to confront the enemy at Port Walthall
and Port Clifton. It will be remembered that a detachment of mpn
from this brigade, under Lieut. F. M. Kelso, manned the guns at Fort
Clifton, and resisted successfully the advance of five of the enemy’s

* See Foote to Brown, September 24, p. 1283,
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gun-boats, sinking one and disabling and repulsing the otliers. At
l)rewry’s Bind, on IGtli of May following, our losses were heavy, both in

officers and men.
On 15th, 16th, 17th, again on 30th of June and 1st of July, we were

engaged in battles before Petersburg, Ya. Our losses were augmented,
including valuable officers. This brigade has lost twelve field officers

killed and three permanently disabled from field service. Seven of

these field officers were killed in the fights around Eichmond and Peters-
burg in the present campaign. On every field Johnson's brigade has
shown uniform valor, gaining laurels of which they are justly proud.
Would it not be injustice to consolidate such a command and cause it

thereby to lose its identity? To say the least, would it not be ungrate-
ful ? When our absent members, who are not permanently disabled and
prisoner^ of Avar, shall return, we will muster, as shown by our reports,

OA^er 1,650 officers and men. Should we be so fortunate as to again enter
our beloved State, we pledge ourselves to recruit the command to its

maximum number in six Aveeks. We know that this can be done Avithout

resorting to conscription, for Johnson’s brigade is well and faA^orably

known and mainly composed of men living south of Murfreesborough.
We have made this statement to you in justice to ourselves and the

brave men Ave represent, trusting that you Avill use every endeavor to

prevent our being swallowed up by any other command. We feel our
indebtedness to you in a great measure for our present standing, and be-
lieve that you will take that interest in your old brigade Avhich Avill defeat
this measure. If Ave are allowed to remain as a separate organization
and continued in the Department of Eichmond until it becomes generally
knoAvn throughout the South, we believe that there are Tennesseeans
enough Avithin our lines, refugees from home,” to SAA^ell our raidis to a
resx^ectable number. We hear daily ofmen in the enemy’s lines desirous
of joining us, but what chance have they at present ? It is true that it

may be urged that the transfer proposed is to be only temporaiy, but
experience has shoAvn that those temporary annexations do, after a lapse
of time, by general assent, become permanent. Should this transfer be
ordered in the face of the present strong opposition to it the most
unhappy results may be anticipated, the energies of the officers would
become paralyzed, and the spirit of the men broken.

Very respectfully.

JOHlSr M. HUGHS,
Colonel^ Commanding Johnson’s Brigade.

WM. H. FULKEESOE,
Major, Commanding Sixty-third Tennessee Regiment.

U. 0. HAEEISOY,
Senior Captain Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment.

HOEACE EEADY,
Lieut. Col., Comdq. Seventeenth and Ticenty-third Regiments.

E. B. SNOWDEN,
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Forty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Tennessee.

J. E. SPENOEE,-
Senior Capt. and Acting Major Forty-fourth Tennessee Regiment.

[Iiulorsemeiit.]

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
September 19, 1864.

Eespectfully forwarded.
There can be no doubt that the seiitimeuts of the officers and men of

this brigade are strongly o])pos(‘d to a combination Avith any other bri-

80 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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gacle, however worthy or distinguished. This arises in jmrt from expe-

rience resulting from the consolidation of regiments, and in part from
a desire to preserve its identity in connection with its past history, its

honorable deeds on fields that will be memorable in all future ages, the
toils, privations, and heroic deeds, as well of the living as of the ven-
erated dead, the memories of whose virtues hallow the very name it

bears, unworthy though that name be. The men and officers still hope
to return in triumph to their native State, and none but they can per-

haps appreciate tlie unspeakable pride they will have, bearing there a
distinct name and organization with all the glorious associations of

the past. Though I may be excused for peculiar sentiments of regard
for this brigade, I believe, in recommending that the combination pro-

posed be not authorized, I but pointedly subserve the real interest of

the Confederacy and the public good.
B. K. JOHNSON,

Major- General.

Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Richmond, Lieut. Gen. Richard S.

Ewell commanding, for September 20, 1864.

Command.

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

present.

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

Pieces

of

field

artil-

lery.

Prisoners.

a?
u
o
V
E
O

i

a*
u
o

o
S

General staff" ...... . .... . 12 12 12

Johnson's brigade
25th Virginia Eattalion
1st Virginia Eegiment Eeserves

Total

47
13
1!)

341
208
287

385
325
318

745
542
360

”T,73T
844
788

47
1

1 461
14

i

79 836 1,028 1,647 3, 366 48 475

Gary’s cavalry brigade
Artillery Defenses

Grand total

52
103

813

2, 228
1,245
2,458

1,522

2, 804
2, 670

3, 305 26
7

2

177
1

24(i 3, 877 4,731 5, 985 9, 353 26 57 653

Abstract from return of the First Military District, Department of North Carolina
and Southern Virginia, Brig. Gen. Henry A. Wise commanding, for September 20,
1864.

Comiuaiul.

Staff’

Uolcombe Legion
C. S. Zonave Iffittalion

44th Virginia Eattalion
Virginia lieservcs

Do
18th Oeorgia Eattalion and

lieserves.

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

Aggregate

i^resent.

1

Aggregate

present

and

absent.

i

Pieces

of

field

artil-

lery.

Prisoners
of war.

Officers.

Men.

Officers.

Men.

'

4 10 10 14 14
1

26 368 396 490 647 10 68

9 32 35 50 73
12 161 167 196

1

289
IX 135 144 17] *’81

23 368 393 426 989
25 352 396 437 680

i
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Abstract from return of the First Military District, Department of North Carolina
and Southern Virginia, —Coutiniied.

Command.

Present for
duty. 1

Aggregate

present

aiad

absent.

Pieces

of

field

artil-

lery.

Prisoners
of war.

o
o

g

i

i

O 4-2

§

o
u
©

1
O

18
28

i

245
414
45

271
435
49

324
486
88

393
883
310
167
51

Do 1

Archer’s (Virginia) Reserves ..

1

Battalion Second-Class Militia, Peters-
hurg (Hobson’s company).

Total infantry

Bradford’s battery (section)

62d Georgia, Company H

Total light artillery

34tb Virginia Regiment Infantry (de-

tachment).
10th North Carolina Artillery (detach-
ment).

Total heavy artillery

Independent Signal Corps

37 37 48

107 2, 157 2,323 2, 710 4,766 10
1

68

1

;

3

38

28
41
30

47
34

48
131

2

3

i 4 66 71 81 179 5
1

1

4

86

84

92

98

102

109

125”

117

2

i
7

1

170 190 211 242 2

'

5 1^ 143 1^ 239 r 21

Grand total 1 187

!

2, 538 3, 172 5,44^ 5
1

iT
1

91

Orgamzation of troops in the First Military District, Department of
North Carolina, and /Southern Virginia, commanded by Brig, Gen.
Henry A. Wise, September 20, 1864.

HOLCOMKE LEGION.

Capt. A. B. Woodruff.

Stony Creek (four companies).
Nottoway Bridge (four companies).
Rowanty Bridge (two companies).

FORT CLIFTON.

Lieut. Col. Henry T. Guion.

34th Virginia Infantry (detachment).
lOth North Carolina Artillery (detachment).

HICKSFORD.

Lieut. Col. .loiiN J. Garnett.

C. S. Zouaves.
Virginia Reserves.
{i2d Georgia, Company H, Lieut. A. M. G. Wiggins.
Bradford’s artillery (section), Lieut. A. J. Cochran.
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HIGH BRIDGE, MATTOAX, AND STAUNTON RIVER BRIDGE.

Brig. Geu. James A. Walker.

Virginia Reserves.
18th Georgia Battalion, Maj, William S. Basinger.
Virginia Reserves, Lient. Col. Benjamin L. Farinliolt.

DANVILLE.

Virginia Reserves.

PETERSBURG.

Maj. W. H. Ker.

44th Virginia Battalion, Capt. Thomas W. Branch.
Operatives, Maj. Wiliam H. Hood.
Second-Class Militia, Capt. Owen H. Hobson.
Virginia Reserves, Maj. William H. Jarvis.
Independent Signal Corps, Maj. Janies E. Milligan.

Special Orders, ) Ad.tt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 224. ( Richmond^ September 2i, 1864.**#*###

XXXI. Maj. S. B. Freiicli, commissary of subsistence, Provisional
Army, 0. S., will proceed witliont delay to Wilmington and such other
points in North Carolina as he may deem advisable for the pnrpose of

regulating the distribution of subsistence stores, nnder orders of tlie

Commissary-General. Officers of the qnartermaster’s department will

promptly provide the necessary transportation to the points indicated
by Major French for all stores requiring removal.**#**##
XXXIII. Col. S. D. Lowe, of the Invalid Corps, is assigned to duty as

commandant of the post at Asheville, N. C., and will report accord-

ingly.
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

XLII. The general commanding the Army of Northern Virginia rep-

resents to this department that there is an urgent necessity for the
services of 5,000 slaves with his army for the term of thirty days after

their report for duty, and that the services of these are not attainable

by contract nor by the employment or impressment of free negroes.
The Bureau of Conscription, through its officers, will proceed to impress
the slaves required according to the schedule hereto annexed, as fur-

nished bythe general commanding. Slaves under eighteen and over fifty

years of age will not be impressed, nor slaves engaged in the family
and domestic service as house servants, nor more than one slave out of

five on anyone farmer i^lantation, and when there are but- three slaves

of the age specified on a farm none shall be taken. The Quartermaster-
General will make the requisite provision for transportation, and the
Commissary-General will provide subsistence for them, or when the
masters supply food to tlieir slaves will commute at the rates allowed
to soldiers in the service. The officers placed in charge of the slaves
will cause proper rolls to be made and direct the appraisement of the
slaves, so as to secure to the master, in case of loss, the benefit of the
act of Congress of the 17th of February, 1864, relative to (iompensation.
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A Ji'St of counties upon which to hase a call for 5,000 slaves for labor on the fortifications

to serve for thirty days.

County.
Quota

called for.

Credit by
number

furnished
under
recent
calls.

Quota
due.

1

!

1

County.

j

i

Quota
called for.

Credit by
number

furnished
under
recent
calls.

Quota
due.

153 100 TTpiiPipn
I

131 58 73
143 143 City of Richmond. 158 344

A mB 117 17 100 Henry 85 85
A ppoi^i nfLoN"

i

8.5 85 Louisa 183 183
|A Sit.J*. 88 88 Lunenburg 118 118

Staunton 14 14 Mecklenburg 326 326
T?p<l t’orfl 182 182 Montgomery 42 .42
"Rfjtfitmirt 57 57 Nelson 90 12 *78

Brunswick 148 148 Nottoway 102 102
Buckinsrliani 130 147 Pittsylvania 247 247
Campbell 180 180 Town of Danville. 20 20
T.yTicbbnrg 30 17 13 Powhatan 105 92 13
Cliiirlnttc 178 178 Prince Edward . .

.

120 120
Chestertielfl 149 149 Patrick 37 37
Cumberlaiul 127 101 26 Pulaski 32 32
Tbin wifi flic 1 130 130 Roanoke 54 54

nr 80 80 Rockbridge . 77 77
riuvanna .... 74 80 Russell 20 20
T'rn 71 If 1 i 11 117 117 ^ Washington 46 46
Goochland 115 115 Wvthe 38 38
r^r»PPTi tt'x^illp 79 79
Halifax 295 295 Total '4,974 1,027 4, 162
Hanover 172 172

!

By command of tlie Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,

Assifitant Adjutant- General.

War Department, 0. S. A.,

Richmond^ Va., Sefitemher 22^ 1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of fiforthem Virginia:

General: I liave tlie honor to acknowledge your letter of the 20th
instant and to tliarik you for the full expression of your views relative

to the impressment and supply of slaves for service with the armies.
Concurring in your general views, I shall proceed at once to impress
and collect, to the number of 20,000, as authorized by the act of Con-
gress, for employment with the armies. 1 pro])ose likewise to hav^e all

free negroes of the age for service enrolled and organized thoroughly,
to be employed mainly in localities most exposed and where there is

the greatest danger of .slaves running away. I think these negroes,
whether free or slave, had better be arranged and organized into some-
thing like companies, battalions, and regiments, after the plan adopted
by the English, with reference to what they call navvies, or laborers,
with su])erintendents and overseers in lieu of officers. From these
organizations apiwopriate details may be made, singly or by squads,
comi)anies, or the like, for the various duties in which they are intended
to be emidoyed. Many advantages, I think, woidd result from this

system in enabling us to ])reserv<^ better order and exercise more care
and suxjervision over the negroes so employed. The requisite number
deemed necessary might be sent to the armies in organized bodies and
the requisite details made by commanding officers. Orders will be
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promptly issued, and as little delay as possible be allowed in their
execution. I hope these views may have the concurrence of your uidg-
ment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES A. SEDDON,

^Secretary of War.

Headquarters,
Septemher 22^ 1864.

General Wade Hampton,
Gommamlimj Cavalry:

General: General William Lee’s note of to-day forwarded by you
is received. I jmesume Gregg is about making an expedition or to

recruit his cavalry. It is possible he may go north of James River.
Early has met with a reverse in the Valley and fallen back to Fisher’s
Hill (two miles above Strasburg). Sheridan confronts him and is

fortifying. Wilson’s division is moving up the Luray Valley, and is

opposed by Lee’s division under Wickham. Fitz Lee is wounded. I

fear Wickhain is too weak. It may be their plan for Gregg to join

Wilson this side of the mountains. Keep your scouts on the alert and
be prepared to move in any direction.

Very truly,

R. E. LEE,
General.

Special Orders,
\

Adji'. and Insp. General’s Office,
Ko. 220. i Richmonf Fu., September 23^ 1864.*#***##

XXIV. The Third Battalion Local Defense Troops having been in-

creased to ten companies will from this day be known as the Third
Regiment Local Detense Troops.*#**#*#
By command of the Secretary of War:

JXO. WITHERS,
AHHintant A djutant- General.

Inspector-General’s Office,
Army of Northern Virginia,

/September 23, 1864.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

General: I have the honor to transmit the inclosed inspection re-

ports for the month of August, and in doing so would respectfully

submit a statement of facts explaining the delay as well as the incom-
pleteness of the reports

:

After the commencement of active operations, Colonel IMurray,

then chief inspector of the army, wrote to the Department in Ricli-

mond that it was impracticable to make inspections as prescribed
by General Orders, No. 42, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office,

during the constant movements of a campaign, and that he would
discontinue them unless otherwise directed. No answer being made to
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his letter the silence was accepted as an acquiescence in his suggestion

and no inspections were made. On the 3d of August an order was ad-

dressed to Colonel Murray, requiring a resumption of the inspections

and a transmittal of the reports as heretofore required. Colonel M.
being absent sick, I issued the inclosed circular* to the corps insi:)ectors

in accordance with instructions contained in the order. Many causes
have operated to i)revent a promjjt and satisfactory execution of this

order. From General Early’s command the reports are necessarily

meager, owing to the fact that that corps has been constantly on the

march or in line of battle. Colonel Smead, the inspector of that army,
whose position and opportunities enable him to present a general view of

the condition of the corps, makes no report and conveys no information of

any sort. He neither indorses nor comments upon the brigade and divis-

ion reports. The reports for the last of the month have not been for-

warded. I have delayed the transmittal of my own report, hoping to

receive these. It will be seen that there is general comi3laint throughout
this command of the indifferent clothing of the troops, including shoes.

There are no indorsements of the quartermasters except in one or two
cases, showing the cause of this deficiency, nor does Colonel Sinead
throw any light on the vsubject. His attention has been called to this

omission.
It is a matter of congratulation that the health of this command is

universally good. There is an abundance of medicines and ordnance
stores, secured in great part from battle-fields. The inspectors have
made no return of captured property, as required by circular of instruc-

tions from Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, Eichmond. The dis-

cipline is represented as a general thing lax; not more so, perhaps,
than could be ex^iected under the circumstances. Attention is called

to the remarks of Major Moore, inspector of Gordon’s division, from
Avhich it will appear that that command had performed ^Hrom the 13th oT
June to the 20th of August 800 miles of route marching, independent of
movements in the presence of the enemy, and been engaged in seven-
teen battles and skirmishes, some of which have lasted through two
and three days.” It will be seen that none of the reports are made
according to the instructions at the bottom of the third page of the form.
Desks containing the records having been left behind when General
Early moved from Staunton, it was not i)racticable to obtain the data
necessary to fill up all the columns and thereby perfect the reports.
Attention is called to my indorsements on brigade reports of this

corx)S.

First Corps
^
Lieutenant-General Anderson {Maj. John W. Fairfax^ assist-

ant adjutant' and inspector gerieral).

Xo report has been made by Major Fairfax. He and Major Latrobe
accompanied General Anderson to the Valley with Kershaw’s division,

Pickett’s and Field’s divisions report directly to these headquarters.
Inclosed * will please find reports of inspectors of these divisions.

Pickett’s division (Maj. W. Harrison, inspector), is situated between
the James and Appomattox Eivers, and has suffered considerably from
ague and fever, a disease i)eculiar to that locality. Corse’s brigade,
resting on James Eiver, has suffered most. Attention is called to
IMajor Harrison’s rei)ort and remarks of Surgeon Guild, medical di-

rector of the army. I made a general informal ins])ection of the whole
of this division and a more special insx)ection of Hunton’s brigade.

Not fouu(]»
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I found tlie general condition of trendies, sinks, arms, accouterments,
and clothing of General H.’s brigade good. This brigade deserves
special mention. It was in all respects most creditable. General H.
bivouacs in the trenches with his men, and is active and vigilant in

all that is promotive of the comfort and efficiency of his command.
Attention is called to report of brigade inspector for tlie strength of
the brigade and the number of officers absent, by what authority,

&c. There is a large proportion of absent disabled officers in this

brigade. I would respectfully suggest that they be made to appear
before an examining board for discharge or retirement. The same
thing should be required of absent officers in all the brigades. Hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of meritorious young officers are denied all

hopes of promotion, because wounded officers long disabled, some for

more than two years (see the accompanying lists*), still keep their

names upon the rolls. It is an injury to the service and a special

wrong inflicted upon those brave men who have so long borne the
perils and resxionsibilities of command without the corresponding rank.
The prompt remedy of this evil will remove a feeling of discontent that
now prevails to a greater or less extent in every brigade of the army.
Attention is called to Major Harrison’s remarks on the subject of in-

creased desertion in this division. It will be seen that the reports of
this division, according to instructions, page 3, are also incomplete.
Hereafter the form shall be strictly complied with.

Field’s division (Major Masters, inspector) : Not having been able to

make a personal inspection of this division, attention is called to report
of Major Masters. He reports health good

5
the sick and wounded to

have had most excellent attention. Clothing and shoes are reported
needed, but are being rapidly supiflied; discipline is relaxed and the
command in need of drilling and other military instruction. Damages
committed are said to have been duly assessed (I fear that the facts

now being investigated will prove Major Masters to have been mis-

taken in this last assertion). Complaints have been made by different

parties against this division, the truthfulness of which will be deter-

mined and reported in my next monthly report. The long absence of
this division from the Army of Northern Virginia prevents my speak-
ing from personal knowledge of its general condition.

Third Corps, JAeut. Gen. A. F. Hill (Maj. E. J. ^Yin()aie, inspecior).

This corps is stationed in the trenches in front of Petersburg, com-
jiosing the right of our infantry line. During the month of August
Major Wingate, assistant inspector-general of thecoiqis, was absent on
sick leave; Captain Adams, signal officer on General Hill’s staff', acted
in his place. Captain A. has made no report, but has sent the acconi-

I)anying note,* stating his inability to make any personal inspections.

I do not consider his reasons for not inspecting are suflicient; with
proper energy and diligence two if not three of the divisions could
have been inspected. Captain A. is inexperienced in the duties of the
office, and has rendered me but little assistance. There has been great
delay in transmitting reports, all of which had to be returned on ac-

count of the errors they contained. (They were returned to-day, 23d
of September.) Major Wingate having returned to duty, I hope there
will be no occasion for complaint in future.

Petween the 9th and I3th ofAugust I inspected in the trenches under
arms Heth’s division. General Heth had but recently occuj)i(‘d t lie line.

Not IouikI,
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wliicli lie found in bad condition, having been badly i)o]iced, and full

of individual bomb-proofs and covered ways that rendered it difficult

to keep in good order. I first inspected Brigadier-General Davis’ bri-

gade, consisting of Twenty-sixth, Eleventh, Second, and Forty-second
Mississippi, Fifty-fifth North Carolina, and Confederate Battalion.

The brigade was commanded by Col. A. E. Eeynolds, General Davis
having left a day or two before on sick leave. I found the arms and
accouterments in very bad condition in all the regiments except the
Second, Col. J. M. Stone, and Eleventh, MaJ. K. O. Eeynolds. In the
Second they were good; in the Eleventh very good, clean inside and
bright .outside

;
the accouterments attached to the guns, which were

secured between i^egs driven in the breast-works. The trenches were
clean, and the general appearance was neat and military. At other
parts of the line of the brigade, guns and bayonets were lying loosely

about the trenches and under the shelter-tents of the men, peelings of

fruit and rinds ofmelons were dropped promiscuously about the trenches,

which, together with the accumulated dirt, indicated a neglect in the
most necessary feature of cleaidiness. The Twenty-sixth Mississippi,

commanded by Capt. A. E. Earley, was in the most discreditable condi-

tion. Company I, Lieutenant Jackson, was the worst company of the
regiment. I called the attention of the officers to the number of guns of

sick men that had not been turned in to ordnance officers, as required
by the orders. There was much in the api^earance of the command to

reflect upon the brigade inspector, Captain Cameron, whom I regretted
to find absent, as I wished to call his attention to the irregularities

which he allowed to go unreported. If he could not correct them it

was his duty to have reported them, which he did not do.

Cooke’s brigade I found in excellent order, as it always is. I in-

spected this brigade the day General Cooke took command of it at

Fredericksburg. I then Avas compelled to make an adverse report. I

have inspected it three times since, and each time have found it equal
to any in the army in all respects. Whether in camp, in the trenches,

or on the march, it is distinguished for its high discipline and good
conduct. I consider the high state of perfection which it has reached
attributable more to the energy and devotion of its commander than
any other cause. Other brigades have as good material, but few bri-

gades have so watchful and skillful a comqiander. The arms aud ac-

couterments were so generally good that there is no occasion for fault-

finding with any. The inspection wa§ creditable in all respects as if it

had been made in winter quarters. Notes containing the strength of
this brigade, the number of absent officers, and by what authority ab-

sent, and other points of information, Avere made by me in conjunction
Avith Captain Grinnell, the acting diAusion inspector. Captain G. Avas

Avounded a few days after the inspection Avas made aiid the notes mis-

])laced. General Cooke declines to send in a report of his brigade on
the ground that he is not alloAved an inspector. For these reasons I

cannot furnish the facts. I took a memorandum of the inspection.

Fry’s brigade, commanded by Colonel Mayo, is composed of Archer’s
and Field’s old brigades, with iblloAving regiments: First, Seventh, and
Fourteenth Tennessee; Thirteenth Alabaiha; Second Maryland Bat-
talion; Twenty-second, Fortieth, Forty-seventh, and Fifty-filth Vir-

ginia Eegiments. After the Pennsylvania campaign. Field’s old bri-

gade, commanded for some tinn*. by (Jolonel Brockeiduongh, and Avhat
was left of Arch(*r’s afbn* his cai)tui‘e at Gettysburg, were consolidated
and placed under command of General II. H. Walker, Avho was Avonnded
at Spotsylvania Court-House. Subse(piently General Fry took com-
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maud, but ayus liiiuself wounded at . The day I inspected it, it

was commanded by Colonel Mayo. It i)resented, as it had done at pre-

ceding inspections, but few evidences of discipline. In the Fourteenth
and Seventh Tennessee guns and accouterments [in] fair condition.

Thirteenth Alabama, Colonel Aiken, was in discreditable order; guns
very rusty. Lieut. G. W. Callaway, Companies A and G, showed great
neglect in the general aj^pearance of his command. Lieutenant Lips-
comb Avas specially neglectful of police. In the Virginia regiments the
guns for the most part Avere in serviceable order. Fortieth Virginia,
Capt. H. E. Coles, specially bad police. This brigade is now commanded
by Brigadier-General Archer, Avho will doubtless improve the discipline

and general condition of this command. The Tennesseeans have never
been entirely satisfied since the consolidation. General Archer is

almost idolized by them, and will, no doubt, harmonize the antagonisms
that may have heretofore existed. Improvement is already apparent
in this command since the date of my inspection, 13th of August (uoay

23d of September).
MaciKae’s brigade, formerly commanded by General Kirkland, consist-

ing of Forty-seventh North Carolina, Maj. W. C. Lankford; Forty-
fourth, Maj. C. M. Stedman; Twenty-sixth, Col. John R. Lane; Eleventh,
Col. W. J. Martin; Fifty-second, Maj. E. Erson, I found in good order,

in discipline, arms, accouterments, and clothing; police was fair. Gen-
eral Macliae had recently been assigned to its command from General
Cooke’s brigade, and Avas devoting himself Avith great energy to the
comfort and etliciency of his command and the improvement and
strengthening of his line. General MacRae is a strict disciplinarian,

but has secured in an eminent degree the confidence of his men, as Avas

shoAvn in his successful charge at Reams’ Station on 25th of August.
Attention is called to the report of brigade inspector for strength of this

brigade, the number of ofiicers absent, and by Avhat authority, &c. I

have considered it unnecessary to attach a duplicate copy of these
statistical facds to this report, as the brigade inspector accompanied me
and noted these facts at my instance in his report which accompanies
this.

Heth’s division hospital. Doctor Hubbard in charge, was inspected by
me about the 5th of September, in company with Doctor Breckinridge,
medi(‘.al inspector of the army. Doctor PoAvell, medical director of the
corps, and Major Wingate, assistant inspector-general. We found the
hospital Avell located in a very beautiful grove near Petersburg, Avith

the ground sipping favorably for x^olicing. With the exception of

being too much croAvded, the situation was a good one. The police Avas

very bad. In fact, no attention seemed to be paid to cleaning u]).the

grounds immediately in and about the hospital, nor Avas proper atten-

tion bestoAved upon the sinks. The ground between the hospital and
the sinks had been used for uncleanly purposes by the patients, mak-
ing it ofieusive to the sight as Avell as the smell. In this important
feature of cleanliness there Avas evident and inexcusable neglect in the
management of this hospital. I found the sickness of this di\dsion was
on the decrease and the diseases reported of a mild form. There Avas

and had been a sufficient sui^ply of medicines, except in Davis’ brigade.

Strength of division, 5,525; total number sick in hospital, 37(>; dis-

abled, 32. The attention of Surgeon Guild, medical director, and Gen-
eral Ileth, and General Lee, Avas called to the Avant of proper i)olice in

this hospital.

Transportation of this division I did not inspect, being disappointed

tAvo or three times by the Aveather and since by the presence of office
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and other duties. The general appearance of the animals, as seen on
the roads, at the depot, &c., is good. Their general condition on inspec-

tions heretofore has compared well with the best in the army. My daily

observation in riding through the army confirms the re])ort of Maj. It.

H. Carter, chief inspector transportation, that the general condition
of transportation of the army is goodj considering all the circumstances
of the cami)aign, very good.

RECAPITULATION.

Two brigades of Heth’s division, Cooke’s and AlacKae’s, it will be seen
are in specially good order and commanded by two most excellent offi-

cers, who are strict disciplinarians, but who have great intiuence over
their men in camp and on the fiehl. Their spirits are specially good
since the brilliant victory which they, under General Heth, achieved at
Reams’ on 25th of August. Archei‘’s brigade, which heretofore has
sufiered from relaxation of discijdine from causes referred to, will soon
])resent a marked improvement under the commander of their choice.

Davis’ brigade, which has been less distinguished for discipline than
any portion of the division, is giving evidence of improvement, as will

be seen by second inspection report, made on the 5th of Se])tember, and
to which attention is called in appendix to this report. This division

has done hard and distinguished service during the campaign, and has
sustained very heavy losses. General Heth is active and energetic in

the discharge of his duties, and is devoting himself with zeal to the
improved efficiency of his command.
Mahone’s and Wilcox’s divisions have not been inspected by me,

exce])t with the view of observing their general police, which I have
found to be fair. Attention is respectfully called to tlie inspectors’

reports of brigades in these divisions and my indorsements thereon.
Beauregard’s command was inspected by me in comiiany with one of

his inspectors. Major Bryan. Colonel Roman, chief inspector, received
a circular from the Adjutant and Inspector-General’s Office, con-
taining instructions, which he thought required him to send his

reports direct to Richmond. He has not, therefore, transmitted them
through me, although he has, since the army reached Petersburg, been
reporting to and receiving orders from this office. Under this con-
struction I do not consider it incumbent upon me to make an official

report of my inspection of Hoke’s and Johnson’s divisions.

Artillery: Attention resi)ectfully called to reports [otj Captain Dand-
ridge, adjutant and inspector general, as to the wants, condition, &c., of
artillery Third and First Corps. Ca])tain D. reports large deficiencies

in horses. Please see indorsement of Colonel Corley, (piartermaster
army, on the subject. It will be seen that Huger’s and Haskell’s bat-

talions, situated between James and Aiii)omattox, have suffered very
much from sickness, principally ague and fever; clothing and equip-
ments represented good. The artillery horses have been grazed and
fed some miles in rear of the army. The horses of only one battery
to each battalion are kept with the guns. There has been scarcity of
grass, and rations have been reduced. In addition, the flies have been
unprecedentedly annoying, rendering it impossible for horses to fatten.

Owing to these reasons, as well as in some chses positive neglect, the
artillery horses of the army are generally thin. Ro reports have been
forwarded from artillery of Early’s command.

Cavalry: No reymrts have come in from the cavalry, notwithstand-
ing the circular of 3d of August, issued from this office, requiring them
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to be made. Having waited until this date. 23d of September, without
hearing from them, I have called upon the inspectors for an explana-
tion of their silence. Since the reorganization of the cavalry into a
corps, which has recently occurred,, Major Venable, assistant adjutant
and inspector general, has been assigned as chief inspector of the
corps. Major A^. was formerly in that position under General Stuart,
and rendered efficient service. He is zealous and energetic in the dis-

charge of his duties, and will no doubt give increased efficiency to the
inspecting department of the cavalry. Having been unable to make
aii}^ personal inspections of the cavalry, and receiving no reports for

the month of August, I Avill defer for my next report the views sug-
gested by the present condition and necessities of that arm of the
service.

GENERAL REMARKS.

General orders and instructions from the dei)artment recpiire me, as
army inspector, to call attention to the irregularities and deficiencies

existing in the army and the causes of the same. In compliance with
these instructions, I cannot close this report without expressing the
conviction, that has strengthened Avith my experience as inspector, that
the source of almost every cauI existing in the army is due to the diffi-

culty of having orders prox)erly and promptly executed. There is not
that si^irit of respect for and obedience to general orders which should
pei'Amde a military organization of such size and upon AAffiose perfection

ol disci])line such great issues of lite and liberty depend. In my opin-

ion, officers of all grades and departments are more or less to blame,
but the brigade commander, more than any one else, is at fault and
possesses in a greater degree the lAower to control and correct the evils

resulting from this tendency to neglect of duty. Upon him rests the
greatest res])oi)sibility, for the brigade is really the unit organization
of the army, and reflects the character and qualifications of its com-
mander. Indeed, the brigadier makes the brigade. If he does his

duty, the evidences are at once apparent in the superior discipline

and efficiency of his command. If he holds his colonels to a strict

accountability, the colonels will look to their captains, the captains to

their lieutenants, the commissioned to the non-commissioned officers,

and tlins then is that distinct division of responsibility defined and con-

templated by the regulations.' The proof of this aucav is in the fact that
in the same division Avill be found one brigade Avith its comidemeiit of
bayonets and its guns ahvays bright, Avhilst another just by, with
originally the same number, has no bayonets and its guns invariably in

bad order; one Avill not allow the burning of rails or other depredations
of ])roi)erty, Avhilst the adjoining brigadier of the same command says
the evil cannot be stopped; one holds his colonels responsible for Govern-
ment property, whilst the other says it is impossible to bring volunteers
to such a high state of discipline. The illustration might be extended
to shoAV that an army with good brigadiers AAill haAKA good discipline,

and that Avithont them the best troops deteriorate. The greatest evil

that flows from this laxity in the execution of orders is straggling. It

is the parent of almost every other irregularity that affects the armjq
and contributes more than all others to injure its good name. If the
orders goA^erning this subject AA^ere rigorously enforced by general offi-

cers, thousands of muskets avouUI be heard in every tight that are uoav

never fired, and fhe disgracefnl depredations committed uxron xrri\mte

X)roperty Avorrld be rrnknoAvn. General Orders, No. 110, Armj^ Head-
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quarters, 1862, requires the inspection of arms aaul roll-call at the begin-

ning and close of every inarch, and that all absentees be reported. A
more important order was never issued, yet it is very generally neg-

lected throughout the army. The order requiring general officers to

ride frequently along their columns, jiersonally inspecting the order of

march, is also too generally neglected. They remain for the most part
at the head of their troops, rarely seeing to the straggling of their men.
Attention is called to circular issued from this office, of the 5th of

September, requiring inspectors to re])ort hereafter to this office the
manner in which diffierent marches have been conducted and the meas-
ures adopted by their respective generals to correct the irregularities

reported. If the inspectors fail to make the report, they will be brought
before a court-martial for trial for disobedience of orders. The neces-

sity for reform in the marching of troops requires that stringent meas-
ures be adopted.

I have had the honor to re])ort a number of officers to the general
commanding for violating the orders reciuiring all property captured on
battle-fields to be turned over to the chiefs of the respective depart-
ments. Horses captured from the enemy are in most cases appropriated
by the officers of the command capturing them. The chief quarter-

master of the army is responsible for the transportation of the army,
and should, under instructions of the general commanding, have the
sole distribution of Government animals. Attention is respectfully

called to instructions to inspectors on this subject of the 28th of July.

Orders regulating the settlement of damages done private property are
frequently neglected. To insure a compliance hereafter and to ascer-

tain the guilty i^arty when there is neglect, inspectors are required
(see circular September 5) to forward tri-monthly certificates with their

reports, stating on whose ])roperty their commands have eneanqied the
ten days xireceding, the condition of the property when first occupied,
and at the time of breaking up camp, and whether damages inflicted

have been settled according to the provisions of General Orders, No. 26.

The ins])ectors of the army have not contributed as much to the repres-

sion of the evils and irregularities referred to above as the orders de-

fining their duties contemplated. The chief reason for this delinquency
is that inspectors have been too generally considered and used by their

generals as members of their personal staff. They have not been
encouraged in the discharge of their legitimate and prescribed duties,

but have been in many cases ordered to do the work of adjutants and
aides-de-camp. The functions of the two offices are directly conflicting;

indeed, their duties are in many important particulars incompatible.
The duties of adjutant ai’e at the desk and by the side, or bearing the
ordei’s of his general

;
those of inspector are supervisory in their nature,

and keep him moving constantly along and through his command, seeing
to the general execution, and reporting all violations of orders and
regulations. He is tlius taken from the iiresence of his commander,
when as adjutant he is required at his side. To correct this evil I ealled
the attention of inspectors, in circular from this office of the 6th of July,
to the fact that they did not belong to the i)ersonai staff*, but Avould be
required to discharge the duties prescribed in orders from army head-
quarters of January, 1 863. Notwithstanding these orders generals still

use inspectors as adjutants-general. I Avould respe(dfully call the
attention of the I)ei)artment to the embarrassments resulting from this
course. By this system inspectors are taken fi om the control of the
chief inspector of the army and become subject to the orders alone of
their generals. It i)ractically relieves them from the functions as well
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as the responsibilities of their position. It furnishes an excuse for the
neglect of the duties for the faithful discharge of which they were com-
missioned, and offers every assurance of protection against its penalties.

The tendency of such a policy is to impair the efficiency of the depart-
ment and the usefulness of its officers. I would suggest that aides-de-
camp be required to act in place of adjutants-general when the latter

are absent from wounds or other causes. This could be done without
injury to the service or interference with the officers of another depart-
ment.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

H. E. PEYTOI7,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General.

Appendix.

Second Inspection Davis'^ Brigade.

On the 5th of September I made a special inspection of Davis’ brigade.
There was a marked improvement in all respects since my inspection
three weeks previous. General Heth had ordered frequent inspections
in the meantime and their beneficial eflects were manifest in the gen-
erally improved condition of the command. The guns, accouterments,
and trenches were equal to any on the line. The Twenty-sixth Missis-

sippi Itegiment, which was not only the worst in the brigade, but whose
guns and accouterments were in discreditable condition before, now
excelled any regiment in the brigade. There was nothing indeed in the
appearance and condition of the brigade about which I could find fault.

Having had to complain of so many things at my first inspection of the
brigade, it gives me pleasure to be able to make a favorable report at

this time, and to note the decided improvements that have taken place.

II. E. PEYTOlS^,
Lieutenant- Colonel., Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General.

General Orders,
\

Hdqrs. Department of IIichmond,
No. 43. j' Biehniond, September A3, 1864.

'

By direction of General Braxton Bragg the hospitals and all officials

tiiereto attached within the limits of the post of Bichmond, and in its

vicinity, are hereby transferred to the command of Brig. Gen. W. M.
Gardner, commanding post, &e.
By order of Lieut. Gen. B. S. Ewell:

L. B. ILVGE,
Major (Old Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
September A3, 1864.

General Bragg,
Commayiding :

General : Will you allow me to call your attention to tfie subject

of a conversation with you when I had the pleasure of seeing you in

Bichmond last in reference to some of my officers? I liave recom-
mended Brigadier-General Butler for promotion, and as General Lee
tells me that he has concurred in this recommendation, 1 hope that

action will be taken in this case as speedily as possible. The interests

of the service require that this matter should be settled at once, and
General Butler’s conduct in command of his division on several recent
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occasions proves him to he eminently qualified to command it. I should
still urge his promotion even at the risk of losing the services of the
other two brigadier-generals of the division, highly as I appreciate
their services and anxious as I am to see these services rewarded also

by promotion. I hope that in the reorganization of the cavalry both
Eosser and Young may be able to obtain larger commands than they
now hold. The other matter in which you were kind enough to promise
your assistance was in connection with my former assistant adjutant-
general, Maj. T. G. Barker, who has been with me since the war began
and from whom I am very unwilling to part. I have asked for his pro-

motion to a lieutenant-colonelcy, and as my staff officers have all the
labors and duties pertaining to a corps it is not unreasonable to ask
for them the rank belonging to staff officers of a corps. If Majjor

Barker can be promoted and transferred to the line I shall cheerfully

give him up, but if no position in the line can be found for him I trust

that he may be promoted and assigned to duty with me. With him I

would not have a larger staff’ than is allowed to corps commanders.
Hoping that you may find it in your power to promote my wishes in

these matters,
I am, very respectfully, yours,

WADE HAMPTON.

War Department, 0. S. A.,

Richmond., Va., l:ieptemher 23^ 1864.

General G. T. Beauredard,
Commanding., d'C. :

General : I have had lately representations from several sources,

and among them a letter from the Governor of North Carolina, that
many outrages are being committed in the district beyond the Chowan
Kiver by detached parties of soldiers, said maintyto be of the Fifteenth
Virginia Cavalry, who are roaming about, levying contributions and
committing depredations upon the people. They are in all probability
bands of deserters or stragglers, who are enabled to practice these out-

rages with impunity by holding out the character of authorized bodies
of Confederate soldiers. I am told the district might be visited witli-

out much danger by some regular cavalry dr other force from your
command, and by their instrumentality these disorderly and plundering
bands be broken up and the deserters returned to their commands.
You can best judge of the feasibility of such course, and I only write
to invite your attention specially to it, and to suggest that such relief

may be afforded as in your judgment may be done with safety and con-
sistency to more important interests.

Very resi^ectfully,

JAMES A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

[Fir.st iiiflorseincut.]

September 24, 1864.

Eespectfully referred to Brigadier-General Baker for his information
and action.

General Bakin* will take such steps as he may deem ex])edient for

the correction of the evils complained of and will rei)ort the result to

these headquarters.
Bv command of General Beauregard

:

JNO. M. OTEY,
Licntenant- Colonel and A^Hutant Adjutant- General.
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[Seccml iiulorsement.]

Hdqrs. Second Dist., Dept, of N. 0. and Southern Va.,
Goldshorough, ^eptemher 28^ 1864.

Eespectfiilly referred to Colonel Gaillard, commanding at Weldon,
who will please report if any troops are in this section under orders,
and whether lie can send any for the purpose specified in the ahove
indorsement.
By order of Brigadier-General Baker:

J. C. McKAE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Third iiulorseiueut.]

Headquarters,
Weldon, W €., I8eptemher'30, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
There are no troops beyond the Blackwater that I am aware of; at all

events, none that receive orders tlirough this office. I would respect-

fully state that it is impossible for me to send any troops in that region.

I applied for a company of cavalry a few days since for the purpose of

sending them there, and would suggest that a company there would do
more good and probably take more deserters than on the Roanoke.

P. 0. GAILLARD,
Co loncl, Commandinff.

[Fourth iudorsement.]

Hdqrs. Second Dist., Dept, of N. C. and Southern Va.,
Goldsboroiigh, October 5, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
A company of cavalry has been sent to that section.

L. S. BAKER,,
Brigadier- General.

[Fifth indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
October 22, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the Secretary of War.
For General R. E. Lee:

W. H. TAYLOR,
Assistant AdjiUant- General.

Headquarters,
Wilmington, /September 24, 1864.

General R. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of Northern yirginia, Fetersbnrg

:

General: I have received your letter, handed me by General Beau-
regard, this morning. As to labor, I have used every exertion for tlie

past year to procure sufficient, but with very indifferent success; four

precious months in tlie spring were lost by the whole of n>y small force

of negroes being taken away. I succeeded at last in procuring ordei\s

for all free negroes to be enrolled. At present only 800 have been
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received. Owing' to desertions daily and sickness the force at work is

short of 600. I have work for 2,000 and upward, and it is very press-

ing. The Conscript Bureau was ordered to enroll the free negroes, and
if the number proved insufScieiit to iini:>ress the slaves. , An order
to those officers would, j)erhaps, stir them up. Our need is very great.

Provision ought to be made to clothe and pay these negroes. The
quartermaster and engineer departments are six months in arrears here.

The first to the amount of $2,500,000, the latter to $500,000. I have
been compelled to address the Secretary of the Treasury directly on the
subject. This occasions great distress among the free negroes and
their families, and is no doubt the cause of their continual desertions.

With regard to the new lines proposed, the works about the city can
only be taken in hand by a largely increased force of negroes. Those
for the positions of supports at Sugar Loaf, near Fort Fisher, and Piney
Point and Lockwood’s Folly should be put up only by the troops in

l)Osition at those points, and to construct them and have them unoccu-
pied would be dangerous and troops should be there now. Every
available man at present is employed in finishing the forts and strength-

ening them, and in putting up the additional guns which have arrived.

The city garrison is on guard every night. In connection with the
subject of your letter, I beg you will send to General Gilmer for a very
good letter of General Hebert’s on the defense. Taken with the map
you will be fully possessed of the conditions and necessities of the
defenses. The map left with you by General Beauregard was unfin-

ished and taken by mistake. I beg you will return it when copied.

The scale is 1-80000 and the cardinal points are shown by the parallels.

I have called on the Governor for aid.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major- (General.

P. 8.—I beg leave to call your special attention to the fitting out and
sending from this port two blockade runners as privateers. They had
much better be employed in bringing in supplies for your army. If

they could be made vessels of war, could cope at* all with any of the

enemy’s cruisers, could aid in the least in the defense, could break up
the blockade, or do anything save destroy some few of the enemy’s ves-

sels, all put together not worth one cargo from abroad for the support

of the war; nothing should be spared to fit them out. But the fact is

just the reverse. The exx)edition of tlie Tallahassee has greatly in-

creased the danger to this place. It has doubled the number of the

enemy off this coast and the efficiency of the blockade; it lias made
your reception of sui)plies very precarious

;
it has attracted the atten-

tion of the enemy here, flushed witli their success at Mobile; it lias

caused the loss of the fine steamer Advance, the fastest and best of the

trade, in consequence of the latter being obliged to transfer all her fine

English coal to the Tallahassee, and take North Carolina coal instead,

and brought the whole pressure of the Northern press to bear upon
the speedy capture of this place. On the other hand, accomplished

nothing but the burning of a few shiiis and smacks on the coast of

New England. This ship and another are now being fitted out for an-

other cruise. All the vessels in port, although under contract with

the Government to bring in supplies, are to be compelled to give up
their coal to such ap extent as will endanger their safety very much.
If the officers, guns, and men can be spared for an expedition of this

kind, they can surely be applied better to the defense of this place, to

81 R you NLii, FT II
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aid in i)icketiug and guarding tlie river now so much exi)osed, and to

man the batteries which are so much in need of men. £ beg that you
will have this matter considered. It is in every resjiect a grave one.

I am satisfied not only that General Beauregard agrees with me, as do
the officers of the navy here, and the entire community.

Very respectfully,

W. H. O. WHITING.

[First indorsement.]

Headquarters,
October 5, 1864.

Eespectfully submitted to the Secretary of War, with the request

that orders be given the enrolling officers to expedite as much as

possible the enrolling of the negro force. The attention of the Depart-
ment is invited to General Whiting’s remarks as regards the use of the
naval force in the defense of Wilmington.

E. E. LEE,
General.

[Second indorsement.]

October 6, 1864.

Eespectfully referred to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, invit-

ing his attention to the postscript of General Whiting’s letter.

J. A. SEDDON.

[Third indorsement.]

Eespectfully returned to honorable Secretary of War.
General Whiting has evidently not considered the subject of the

employment of the two vessels to which he refers. Had he looked at
the structure of these vessels and the effect of the Tallahassee’s cruise

in its broad light, he would not have expressed the opinions he has. I

am not aware that this vessel destroyed any smacks, either on the coast
of New England or elsewhere.

S. E. MALLOEY,
Secretary,

Headquarters,
Wilminyton, W. 0., September 24, 1864.

His Excellency Governor Vance,
Raleigh

:

Sir: Can you do anything for Wilmington in the way of labor! I

have most important work to do on Bald Head and at Caswell—Avork
that is essential to the safety of this place. In the spring all negroes

—

the Avhole of the very small force sent here—were taken away and four
months of precious time Avere lost. Of the free negroes ordered to be
enrolled, I have been able to get but 800, and manj^ of these have
deserted and many are down in sickness. If you can do anything to

aid in this matter, I beg you will do it quickly. There is another sort
of help wanted; we must have troops here; all the labor and all the
fortifications and all the engineering skill in the country Avill not be able
to save this place without an adequate force. At no time since the
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war began has the force to defend Wiliniugton been so small as it is

now
5
at no time has it been in greater danger. You know the posi-

tion of our two great armies, and what our chance is of receiving aid
by detaching troops froin them. Even if we could expect that, it

might and i)robably would come too late, or at any rate after the enemy
might have secured his foothold, perhaps even cut off the forts from
the town. It is perfectly possible to do this. It can only be prevented
by the presence of troops in force. If the enemy should be able to cut
off the forts, no amount of gallantry or endurance on the part of the
gari'isons could save them, lor they would eventually starve. It is no
more practicable to protect a position like this, by its garrison alone,

from a combined land and naval attack, than to protect Eichmond or
Petersburg by their fortifications without the presence of General Lee’s

army.
I am informed on good authority that there are 10,000 men in North

Carolina between the military ages not in service. Will not many of
them come forward at this time to aid in the defense of their own
homes'? While it is the duty of the Confederate Government to pro-

vide for the safety of all vital points, no one can help seeing that as
events have gone lately, all its force will have to be concentrated in the
two great armies. We must do our best here to help ourselves. If

North Carolina can provide any aid, I beg that it may be done at once.

It is time for all troops that are to be here to be gathering. Oue-half
the number before the event will do what double may not be able to

effect after the enemy makes his appearance. Let these 10,000 men come
out for three months until the winter may release some of the veter-

ans. Their very presence may avert attack. I have been laboring
now. for nearly two years to procure guns and put up forts. Neither
guns nor forts will avail, nor engineering, without men.

Very respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major- General.

P. S.—Since writing the above, I have received a letter from General
Lee, handed me by General Beauregard, who has just passed through
south, in which he says the force of negroes must be increased. He
says further that I “ must rely for re-enforcements from the reserve
forces of the State; and the increase to your rank and file from the con-

scripts.” The case is before you now for such aid as you can render.

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
Petersburg^ Pu., September 24., 1864.

Maj. G. C. Brown,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

Sir: I send you the original application of General Archer to have
Johnson’s old brigade consolidated with his own. Please inclose this

with the paper forwarded on tlie same subject the other day.*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. E. FOOTE,
A ssistant A djutant- General.

Sec Foote to Brown, September 20, p. 12()3,
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[Inclostire.]

Headquarters Archer’s and Walker’s Brigades,
August 27^ 1864.

Col. W. H. Taylor,
Assistmit Adjutant- General,, Army of Northern Virginia:

Colonel: I have the honor to request the transfer of the Tennessee
brigade (late Bushrod Johnson’s) to my brigade. The Tennesseeans of
my command who are anxious for this transfer, and have asked me to

axiply for it, assure me that it is equally the desire of Bushrod John-
son’s brigade. Johnson’s brigade is on provost duty in Eichmond.

Eespectfully, your obedient servant,

j. J. AECHER,
Brigadier General.

[Fii’.st iudorscmeiit.]

Headquarters Heth’s Division,
August 27, 1864.

Eespectfully forwarded and recommended to the favorable consider-

ation of the general commanding. I suggest that Walker’s old brigade
be put on the duty Johnson’s brigade now performs. Walker’s brigade
is much reduced, and being a Virginia brigade, stationary and near
their homes, would till up. It numbers now 600 men for duty.

Eespectlully,
H. HETH,

Major- General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Third Army Corps,
August 28, 1864.

Eespectfully forwarded, recommended.
It is certainly advisable to brigade together all the Tennessee troops

in this army.
A. P. HILL,

Lieutenant-General.

[Third indorsement.]

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
August 30, 1864.

Eespectfully referred to General Beauregard for remarks.
By order of General Lee

:

W. H. TAYLOE.

[Fourth indorsement.]

August 31, 1864.

Eespectfully returned to army headquarters.
The Tennessee brigade, known as Johnson’s, is now in the Department

of Eichmond, under Lieutenant-General Ewell.

For General Beauregard

:

JNO. M. OTEY,
A ssistant Adjutant- Generah
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[Fiftli indorsement.]
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September 1, 1864.

Kespectfully returned.
It was known tliat this brigade is at this time in the Department of

Eichmond. As it constitutes a part of Johnson^s division and is only
temxjorarily detached, the application for its transfer to another com-
mand, by exchange, was submitted for the views of General Beaure-
gard. The exchange is deemed advisable.
By order of General Lee

:

W. H. TAYLOE,
AfisiMant A dpitant- General.

[Sixtli indorsement.]

September 3, 1864.

Eespectfully referred to Major-Geueral Johnson.
By command of General Beauregard

:

GEOEGE AVM. BEENT,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant- General.

fSeventli indorsement.]

Headquarters Johnson’s Brioade,
Signal Hill, Va., September 9, 1864,

Eespectfully referred by direction of Major-General Johnson for the
views of regimental commanders.
By order of Colonel Hughs, commanding brigade:

WALTEE WEIE,
A ssistant Adjutant- General.

[Eiglith indor.sement.]

Hdqrs. 17th and 23d Tennessee Eegiments,
Signal Rill, September 9, 1864.

Eespectfully returned.
From my long connection with what is known as General B. E. John-

son’s old brigade, and from recent expressions of opinion on the part
of the officers and men com^iosiug the brigade, I am justified in say-

ing in their behalf, and on my own x^art, that we are not willing to

enter into any arrangement that will in any way destroy our identity as
a brigade. We are now in the Dexiartment of Eichmond, under Lieu-

tenant-General Ewell, but not in Eichmond on x^rovost duty, as stated
by General Archer. In my ox^inion the consolidation of this brigade
with any other brigade, and more especially with one in the Army of
Northern Virginia, to which we do not prox)erly belong, vDuld be inju-

rious to the service in several ways. Each regiment in this brigade
has three times recruited its often thinned and decimated ranks to the
maximum prescribed by law, and, though now much reduced by the
many recent engagements which it has been in, it can again be recruited
to the maximum number if allowed to return to Tennessee or remain
where we are a sufficient time for our friends to learn our whereabouts.

H. EEADY,
Lieutenan t- Colone I

.
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[Xinlli indorsement.!

Hdqrs. 44th and 25th Tennessee Eegiments,
Signal Hill, September 11, 18G4.

Kespectfully disapproved.
This brigade has existed as an organization for over two years. We

have earned an enviable reputation, both for discipline and good con-

duct on the field of battle. 1 have consulted with my officers and men,
and they are unanimonsly opposed to any consolidation or transfer,

even temporarily, and express a commendable desire to recruit their

shattered ranks. This can be easily atjcomplished if time and oppor-
tunity is given. In my opinion this will be the first Tennessee brigade
recruited after our occupation of Middle Tennessee if allowed to remain
in its iiresent organization. At present we are on outpost duty in front

of Signal Hill and doing good service. When our prisoners—about
500 in number—are exclianged, and our convalescents, sick, and slightly

wounded—in number about 450—return, we will have more than an
average brigade. All we ask of the Department is to allow us to retain

our identity for a time sufficient to demonstrate what energy can do
toward recruiting a command, even with our State under the heel of
our oppressors. I believe a transfer of this brigade would prove
seriously injurious to the service, as already two of my men have
deserted to the enemy since this question has been agitated. I doubt
whether any single brigade of five regiments in the Confederate armies
can show as many names on their muster-rolls since the commencement
of the war, or boast a longer list of killed and wounded, or the names
of more battle-fields on their colors, than B. E. Johnson’s brigade.

Certainly such a record should entitle these veterans to protest against
any interference with their identity.

E. B. SNOWDEN,
TAentenant- Coloriel, Comdg. iltli and 25th Tennessee Regiments.

[Tenth indorsement.]

Headquarters Sixty-third Tennessee Eegiment,
Signal Hill, September 13, 1864.

Eespectfully disapproved.
Having ascertained the animus of the command respecting the

change proxiosed, I am able to say that there is not an officer or private

in the regiment who is not bitterly opposed to consolidation or any
change by which the standing of the brigade would be injuriously

affected, as it must be in this case if the aiiplication be successful.

A. A. BLAIE,
Captain, Commanding SiMy-third Tennessee Regiment.

[Elevenih indorsement.]

IlEADQirARTERS JOHNSON’S BRIGADE,
Signal Hill, September IS, 1864.

Eespe«. tfully returned disapproved.
/ttertion called to the indorsements of regimental commanders,

trim vhich it will be perceived that the transfer proposed by Brigadier-

General Archer is by no means the desire of this brigade,” and this

being the ground on which the application is based, we trust that

the War Department will see fit to disap])rove it and sufter us to retain

our identity and remain where we are in the Department of Eiclimond,
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SO that iu time we may recruit our remakiing 350 ^‘effective men’’ to a
respectable brigade and prepare ourselves to enter anew the lists in the
struggle for independence.

JOHN M. HUGHS,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

[Twelfth hulorsenient.]

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
September 23, 1864.

Eespectfully forwarded.
The sentiments of the brigade are sufficiently indicated in the

indorsements. My impression is that combination of the brigades pro-

posed would not be beneficial to the service.

B. B. JOHNSON,
Major- Genera 1.

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
Petersburg^ Ua., September 24^ 1864.

Col. G. W. Brent,
Assistant Adjutant- General :

Sir : I would respectfully recommend the following improvement in

the line of defense now occupied bymy command. The connection of the
line of rifie-pits from pickets in front of Wise’s brigade, extending from
the river to the right, with abatis ten paces in front, the line of rifle-

pits will thus be made continuous. They should be sloxied to the rear,

so as to be fired into from main parapet, if ever carried by the enemy,
and the earth thrown up in front should be sloiied to the natural sur-

face like a glacis. My troops are ready to commence the work and con-

tinue it while they occuxiy the main line. The enemy are working
constantly in front of this part of our lines, and are making strong for-

tifications. I would respectfully call attention to the fact that the
mining on the City Point railroad is not being conducted with proper
energy. The detail is but small, and does not work regularly. The
relative jiosition of our lines and those of the enemy is jieculiar at this

point, and seems to call for special attention and skillful means of de-

fense. The mortar fire on our line between the river and the City
Point railroad is sometimes quite heavy, and there appears to be no
arrangements for response by our mortars. Mortar batteries on the
north side of the Ajqiomattox would secure more safety to our men and
perhaps often silence the enemy’s fire. It appears that the enemy are
strengthening their second line by a wide and deep ditch; it is also

reported by deserters that they are building strong batteries in which
they propose to mount heavy columbiads. This suggests the necessity
of similar works on our line. At least a ditch of such strength as to

be a real obstacle might be put in front of our second line, or even our
front line. In front of our 8-inch columbiad near the Norfolk railroad
the enemy have three times battered down our infantry breast- works.
It seems necessary to make this parapet some twenty feet thick, which
can be done by running a ditch in front. In case it is thought proper
to complete the second line to the river it will be necessary that the
troops ill reserve should do the work.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. E. JOHNSON,

Major-General.
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Petersburg, A"a., September 26^ 1864,

Lieut. Gen. R. S. Ewell,
Richmond^ Va.

:

General: To your communication of the 22(i instant, inclosing

report of an inspection of my old brigade, I desire to make a brief un-
official response. The suggestion you have made in regard to Governor
Ifarris is much better for the brigade and for the service than anything
that I have anticipated. I only apprehend that he will not accept, or

that if he should do so it will be with the condition that he shall be
permitted to mount his command. In the recommendation which I

made my object was to do the best I could with the material at liand.

On the 24th instant I addressed a communication to Maj. G. C. Brown,
of your staff, requesting that my letter recommending Lieutenant-
Colonel Snowden for brigade commander should be regarded as official

and be forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General. I shall be
entirely satisfied if you decide not to forward that communication.
Col. A. S. Marks, formerly of the Seventeenth Tennessee Regiment, and
now a member of the general court-martial for Forrest’s command, would
be received by the brigade most favorably, if Governor Harris declines.

Colonel Marks is one of the best, if not the very best, regimental com-
mander I have ever known in the Confederate service. I should have
recommended him for brigade commander had I thought that in the
present reduced strength of the brigade the command would have been
desirable to him. It is also proper to state that he has lost his right
leg below the knee in consequence of a wound received at Murfrees-
borough. When the brigade was in good condition, and up to perhaps
May last. Colonel Marks was desirous of being appointed to the com-
mand. He may indeed have the same desire yet. I am ready to rec-

ommend him before anyone else, as a military man, possibly available.

Colonel Snowden informed me that it is decided that my brigade is a
part of my division. If this is so it is no doubt desirable that I should
give it more particular attention than I have lately done. On this

point I should be pleased to have your suggestions and a proper under-
standing. Hitherto my actions have been mainly confined to such
matters as my former connection with the brigade enabled me to judge
with perhaps superior means of information. Of Colonel Hughs i have
clearly expressed my opinion, founded on long familiarity with his

qualifications for office and for command. I think he should be relieved

of the command of the brigade, for which he is entirely disqualified, and
that he should be brought to trial. When brought before a board
in Tennessee to relieve the army of disabled, disqualified, and incom-
petent officers Colonel Hughs was pronounced incompetent for the
command of his regiment, but was retained simply because that regi-

ment could furnish no competent officer, and it was believed that Colonel
Hughs could better keep the men together than a new appointment.
He has, however, failed to keep his men from deserting, and I believe

that there are not now twenty effective men of his regiment present
for duty. While I should regret to see the officers and men of the
brigade disappointed in regard to their wishes for the preservation of

a distinct organization, the report of your inspector presents matters
very unfavorable thereto, I confess. If Governor Harris could be
placed in command both of Archer’s and my brigade it would perhaps
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give satisfaction to tliese commands, and in the end gain increased
strength for them. With kind regards, and the hoi)e that we may be
able to renew personally our former acquaintance,

I remain, yours, truly,

B. K. JOHNSON,
Major- General.

P. S.—I incline to the opinion that it will be well to completely reor-

ganize our army; consolidate regiments, so that every regiment from
each State shall be at least 1,000 in effective strength, and return all

supernumerary officers to the ranks.
B. E. J.

Confidential.] Headquarters,
Wilmington^ W. (7., Septe^nher ^5, 1864.

To His Excellency Governor Vance,
Raleigh :

Sir: I send for your information, the following extract from General
Lee’s letter to me of the 22d instant on the defense of this place:

I may as well now state that you must rely for re-enforcements from the reserve
force of the State, and the increase of your rank and file from the conscripts. I

should be very glad to send you five veteran brigades as you desire, but it is impos-
sible to keep an army at every point threatened sufficient to insure its safety.

The whole system of defense for Wilmington and its harbor is predi-

cated on the presence of a strong movable force, indeed no other sys-

tem could be provided. During the whole of the war heretofore, that
is until the present campaign, it has been considered necessary to keep
from one to live brigades here. When Foster’s expedition threatened
this point 8,000 of the best troops in the army were sent here at once.
At present, as you are no doubt aware, there is no such force here,

except some 300 lads of the Junior Eeserves. You can then readily see
why I call upon the State to send forward all her available force. I

understand that you express a want of confidence in me as command-
ing general. To that I have only to say that so Wilmington is saved I
am perfectly willing to aid as far as I am able any of my seniors who
may be designated as more capable than myself or more acceptable.
Secondly, no matter who is here, were it Napoleon or General Lee, they
would have to have troops to be able to save the place; and thirdly, the
responsibility is now on the people of North Carolina, and unless they
meet it, it will not do to throw it upon the general or the Government
after the event, should it be disastrous. 1 have been and am doing
everything our means will allow to strengthen and prepare. The more
labor and tlie more time I have the better. I ask for all the men you
can send me, and all the labor; that is to say, for the latter to increase
my present small force of negroes to at least 2,000. The troops should
be gathered, in order to have them ready, armed, and organized, and on
the spot when the enemy appears.

Very resfiectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.

P. S.—I respectfully recjuest that you will show this to Lieutenant-
General Holmes. 1 have marked it confidential, as containing special
information.
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Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia,
Septe^nber 26, 1864.

Hon. Secretary of War,
Richmond

:

Sir: I have the honor to call your attention to the remarks of Major-
General Pickett, contained in the inclosed letter, with reference to the
co-operation of the navy with the land forces on James Piver. I respect-

fully recommend that the Navy Department be requested to give such
directions to the officers commanding the fleet as will enable them, by
agreement with General Pickett, to arrange for immediate and full

co-operation between them should it become necessary. The navy can
readily prevent the enemy from crossing the river at the point indicated
by General Pickett if an understanding be come to by which they shall

move promptly to the spot upon being notified of the existence of danger.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. E. LEE,
General.

[First indorsement.]

September 28, 18G4.

Pespectfully referred to the honorable Secretary ofthe Navy, inviting

his attention to General Lee’s letter and inclosure, and requesting that
orders may be given to secure full concert and co-operation with Gen-
eral Pickett.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary.

[Second indorsement.]

September 28, 18G4.

Peferred to Flag-Officer John K. Mitchell for attention.

S. P. MALLOPY,
Secretary.

[Third indorsement.]

Flag-ship Virginia,
Boulware’s Landing, September 30, 1864.

Peceived yesterday and respectfully returned to the Secretary of the

Navy with the letter accompanying it from General Pickett.

The iron-clads and several of the gun-boats have been in position at

Bishop’s since the 15th instant until yesterday (except for a few brief

hours to avoid the notice of the exchanged prisoners wffien coming down
the river) in pursuance of the orders of the Department for the very
purpose proposed in General Pickett’s letter, viz, to move down to

oppose any movement of the enemy through Dutch Gap and to act

against him anywhere and at anytime when it can be done with effect.

The squadron was yesterday and is now stationed from this point up
to the pontoon bridge above Chaffin’s Bluffi to operate on the enemy

;

its fire yesterday on the enemy at and near Fort Harrison is represented
to me by General Anderson as being ‘‘very effective.” Last night dis-

positions were made with an iron -clad and a gun-boat below Bishop’s
to protect General Pickett’s left. I have offered repeatedly to the com-
manding generals on both sides of the James Biver to co-operate with
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tliem, and shall always he happy to answer any calls for this purpose
and feel thankful for any information which will enable the squadron
to move promptly where its services can be useful.

JNO. K. MITCHELL,
Flag-Officer^ Comynanding James Fiver Squadron.

[Fourth indorsement.]

NTavy Department,
October f

,
1864.

Eespectfully returned to honorable Secretary of War, whose atten-

tion is called to the above indorsement of Flag-Officer Mitchell.

S. 11. M[ALLORY],
Secretary of Navy. "

[Fifth indorsement.]

Koted with pleasure.

October 1, 18G4.

J. A. S[EDDONr],
Secretary.

[Inclosnre.]

Headquarters,
Chesterfield, September 25, 1864.

Col. Walter H. Taylor,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Army of Northern Virginia:

Colonel: I have the honor to report that Colonel Poague fired

ninety-four times on Friday, and only forty shots yesterday. He says
that the flag-of-truce boat came down to Cox’s Wharf and remained
many hours

j
that it would have to cross the line of enemy’s fire, and

he did not wish to draw the fire on the boat loaded with our returned
Xndsoners. In the meantime, A^ankee like, the enemy vigorously push
forward their work at the Gap. I have already rex^orted this truce. I

now again respectfully call the attention of the commanding general to

the facts. Something should be done, some uiiderstaiidiiig come to.

Either another x^oint of exchange should be agreed upon or they should
be coinx)elled to desist working while the flag is x^ending. As the flag

visits so frequently and remains so long, it interferes materially with
our mortar practice. The firing of Colonel Mayo’s shaiq^shooters has
succeeded in keex)ing the enemy from the bank of the river. A feeble

attemx)t was made to reply with musketry, which soon ceased, and tlie

enemy then shelled the pickets with mortars, of course without effect.

The firing of the mortars, Poague’s and Huger’s 8-inch, has kept the
working x^arties of the enemy very busy dodging, and their dredging
machine has come to a stand-still. If they wish to comx3lete the canal
they will be comx)elled to occupy this bank of the river. Any atteinx)t

to do this ought to be prevented by the gun-boats. They certainly can
and ought to do so, and I should like much if the commanding general
would liave it so understood, that when the x)ickets report an^ endeavor
to or ax)X)earance of crossing a bodj^ of troops in barges, or of laying
down a pontoon, that the fleet immediately move down to prevent it.

Mayo’s regiment is small, but with the defenses which we will soon
have, it, with Poague’s artillery, will (with the assistance asked for

from the fleet) be enabled to hold in check any advance of the enemy
till we can be re-enforced. I regret to rex)ort four deserters from the
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Fifteenth Virginia, Corse’s brigade, last night. General C. speaks of
tliem as among the most reliable in the regiment. Also, two from
Hnnton’s brigade. I send his own report in the premises, to show that
every effort is being made to prevent this practice. Deserter from tlie

enemy last night (Orders, 65), Canadian, says he was kidnapped
with a half dozen others, drugged, and forced into service. This is

evidently the way in which the quota” is made up. The enemy are
certainly put to great straits to get men, and by turning in our detailed
men and employing negroes we will more than ecpial them in nerve, if

not in numbers.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. E. PICKETT,
Major- General., Commanding.

Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia,
September 26, 1864.

Hon. Secretary of War,
Richmond

:

Sir: I have the honor to inclose* a report of Major-General Pickett
of operations on Ids line, from whicli you will see that the presence of

the dag-of-truce boat at Cox’s Wharf interferes with the fire of our
batteries, and that the enemy takes advantage of it to push on his work
on the canal. I do not know whether it will be practicable to have the
returned prisoners delivered at any other point, but respectfully ask
that some understanding be had between the commissioners on the
subject. It must be agreed either that the presence of the fiag-of-truce

boat must suspend working as well as firing on both sides, or it must
be understood that either party shall be at liberty to fire. It is mani-
fest that we cannot agree to a state of affairs that inures entirely to the
benefit of the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. E. IjEE,
General.

Headquarters,
Petersburg, September 26, 1864.

(leneral Braxton Bragg,
Commanding Confederate Armies

:

General : I cannot impress upon you too strongly the imperious
necessity of getting all our men subject to military duty to the field.

We should have them with the armies now. The duties of the Enroll-

ing Bureau are the most important in the service, and every facility

should be given to it to increase our forces. I think the officers should
be entirely relieved from the consideration of exempting, detailing, or

recommending for light service. Let their sole object and purpose be
to put men into the field and fill up our depleted regiments. Let others

undertake their relief and exemption. The enemy are increasing their

forces in Virginia, and I presume in other States. I get no additions.

The men coming in do not supply the vacancies caused by sickness,

desertions, and other casualties. If things thus continue the most

See next, ante.
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serious consequences must result. We shall have no use for the men
detailed in other branches of the service, for agriculture, &c., if we are

driven from the field. To show the steady increase to General Grant’s

army, I inclose reports from scouts between the 13th and 23d instant.

I do not think the transports carry on an average as large a number of

troops as the observers state—between 250 and 300 in my opinion is

nearer the truth. According to this diminished estimate you will per-

ceive that within the times specified about 10,000 men over those he
has sent away have been added to General Grant here If I had
negroes to replace the teamsters, cooks, and hospital attendants I

could increase each division many hundred men. Unless they are sent

to me rapidly it may be too late. General Whiting is also in need of

negroes. Will you have orders given in his case also?

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. EEE,

General,

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
Ko. 228. ( Eiehmond, September 26, 1864,

# * * , * # * *

lY. The workmen at arsenals and ordnance depots under charge of

the Ordnance Bureau will not be called from their work for military

purposes without the consent of the commanding officer of such arsenal
or depot, except on orders from the War Department or from the gen-

eral commanding the department in which the arsenal or depot is wsit-

uated. When so called out the commanding officer of the arsenal or

depot may retain at their work a number not to exceed one-third of his

whole force of mechanics or skilled workmen, on certificate that they
are necessary to execution of work in hand. In all cases it is enjoined
on commanding generals to return workmen so withdrawn at the earli-

est moment, the continued operation of these establishments being of
great imiiortance at all times.

* * * * * . # *

XXVIII. Col. B. S. Ewell, assistant adjutant-general, is assigned to

duty in the Department of Eichmond, and will report for orders to Lieut.

Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding, &c.
XXIX. First Lieut. W. E. Beale, Provisional Army, C. S., will report

to Brig. Gen. John Echols, commanding, &c., for assignment to duty.#***##*
By command of the Secretary of Y’^ar

:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters,
Wilmington, Septe^nber 26, 1864.

His Excellency Governor Yance,
Raleigh, N. C.

:

Governor: My great solicitude for the preservation of this place
induces me to call your attention to a matter wliich I deem of much
im])ortance in its defeuse. The Confederate steamers Tallahassee and
Chickamauga are now nearly ready for sea, and Avill leave this port for

the purpose of operating against the enemy’s commerce. Should they
leave on this service, the few vessels they might destroy would be of
little advantage to our cause, while it would excite the enemy to
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increase the immber of the blockading squadron to such an extent as
to render it almost inix)ossible for vessels running the blockade to
escape them. I am fully persuaded that the public interest would be
better served by retaining the Tallahassee and Chickamauga for the
defense of this place. They would be of vast imi)ortance in transport-
ing troops and supplies to the different points which might be attacked,
and thus might save Wilmington, which it is so necessary for us to

hold. Should you concur in these views, I beg Your Excellency will

write at once to the Government at Kichmond and ask that the vessels
in question may be retained here for objects indicated, which I cannot
but believe are of paramount importance, and which doubtless a
request from Your Excellency will accomplish.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
W. H. C. WHITING,

3Iajor- General.

Headquarters,
Wilnvln'jtonj September 26^ 1864.

General K. E. Lee,
Commanding^ the., Petersburg

:

General : As I shall probably have nothing better than the State
reserves to rely upon, will it not be possible at least to let me have
two companies of cavalry and two batteries of artillery? I always
had for this command until the spring six companies. Four have been
taken away, as also two of my best batteries; in fact, the only two
which had been under fire, and sent to Petersburg. If North Carolina
furnishes me men it will be as much as ayc can expect. With such
a large coast line a small force of cavalry Avill be indispensable, and I

hope I can get 'it. The artillery is needed also. One of my batteries

here consists of O-pounders only. I telegra})hed you yesterday, asking
your influence to stop that expedition from leaving this port on a
privateering trip. I can hardly express myself too strongly against
this measure. I am satisfied that the officers of the navy concur with
me. At the very moment when the Ealeigh iron-clad has been
destroyed and the North Carolina, the only remaining one, is sunk and
useless, Avheii the place is threatened, the enemy’s fleet doubled, an
expedition is sent off, taking valuable officers, men, guns, and ships,

all needed for the defenses. The navy ought to help us here, and I

am sure they are anxious to do it. I hope these vessels will be assigned
to aid. Their services in guarding the riA^er and remaining batteries

Avill be priceless to me in my present condition. I think Flag-Officer

Pinckney agrees with me, and if it Avill be projAer on his part I am in

hopes he Avill apply for this force. General Beauregard, I know, con-

curs entirely in the AueAvs I luwe expressed, and it is the sentiment of
tlie whole community without exception.
With regard to your question about probable changes in the force at

New Berne, I have heard of small movements of troops there, probably
the exchange you speak of. It is rejiorted to-daythat the yellow feA^er

is ])revailing there, and that there is talk of remoAuug the garrison,

probably to the sea- coast. I shall no doubt hear definitely to-morrow.
I have one more point: Will you direct a supply of arms to be sent

here aa ith ammunition for such force as I may be able to gather? Many
that will come from the State will be unarmed,

yery respectfully,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major-General.
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[Eirst iudorsemeut.]

Headquarters,
October 5, 1864.

Eespectfiilly siibnutted to the liouorable Secretary of War.
I think two companies of cavalry or a small battery might be sent

from South Carolina in the event of an attack on Wilmington. There^
are seven batteries of artillery now there, I should think sufficient.

I will endeavor to replace the G-pounders with better pieces. If the
naval boats and officers required for the defense of Wilmington can be
efficiently used for that purpose I think they had better be so applied.

The loss of Wilmington to us would weigh more than the destruction
of the enemy’s coasters. I have sent 7,500 arms to Governor Vance to

arm the reserves. Should more be required, 1 will endeavor to send
them.

E. E. LEE,
General.

[Second indorsement.]

October G, 18G4.

Eespectfiilly referred for the consideration of the honorable Secretary
of the Navy, inviting his attention to General Lee’s indorsement.

J. A. SEDHON,
Secretary.

[Third indorsement.]

October 8, 1864.

Eespectfully returned to honorable Secretary of War.
I do not concur in the views of General Whiting, and have written

to him upon this subject. If such shells as the Tallapoosa and Edith
are wanted by him, he can at any time find any number he may wish
in Wilmington. I concur with General Lee’s views, and think the
vessels should go to sea, and regret that they have been so long de-

tained in port.

S. E. MALLOEY,
Secretary of the Navy.

Headquarters,
Wilmington^ N. (7., September 26^ 1864.

Lieutenant-General Holmes, Raleigh:

My dear General : I duly got your note. The information it con-

tained was not very pleasant but I take it very kindly. Those people,

from the Governor down, who express a want of confidence in me” are

probably people who have kept out of the war, and while I am doing
ihy duty to the utmost to defend this place I care very little for abuse.

I kiould like to know who the ‘‘ high official” was who gave the Gov-
ernor his information. T have never reached any such unfortunate con-

dition as that and never will. Just advise the Governor to do all he can
to send troops and labor here, and when he does that and does his duty
it will be quite time to take tlui Government to task for sending me
here, and me for failure. The resxjousibility is on him and the people

of North Carolina, the 10,000 men between the military ages. General
Lee has informed me officially that all my reliance must be on the

reserve forces of the State—a good prospect. The thing is so, neither

General Lee nor General Anybody can hold this place Aviththe present

force if attacked Avith any vigor. I desire its safety so much and so

sincerely that I am Avilling at any time to serve under any more able or
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capable of my seniors wbo may be more acceptable to the people of
Ealeigh, &c., and to aid any such with my entire efforts, or to waive in

favor of any junior who may be wished for. It’s an ungrateful duty
this, and no bed of roses, and the i)rospect not i)articnlarly cheerful

ahead. But whether we fail or not it will not do for North Carolinians
to howl at either the Government or the general nnless they come for-

wai d manfnlly with their muskets. Ask the Governor to show you my
letter to him. This is private to you. McRae wrote me a friendly

letter; ask him to put his pen to work to push forward men and negroes
as much as' he can without compromising the ijlace by too great pub-
licity of our weakness.

Yours, truly,

W. H. C. WHITING,
Major- General.

Richmond, September 27, 1864.

General R. E. Lee, Commanding, (&c.

:

General: The subject of your letter of yesterday’s date has occu-

I^ied the attention of the War Department recently and some important
action has been had which will be seen in the recent general orders.

The changes which have been made in the Enrolling Department will, it

is hopeil, improve that service and at the same time give to the armies
in the field some able-bodied men heretofore employed in that duty. I

do not, however, regard the administration of that branch of the serv-

ice sufficiently vigorous aud energetic, and fear Ave shall not realize

any great result. Your suggestion for an increase of negro force both
in your army and with General Whiting has been submitted to the
War Department. A compliance with your request was urged and
promised. It has been suggested that possibly some force could be
raised by offering inducements to the enemy’s prisoners in our hands.
Many of them, especially in the foreign element, are reported as greatly
dissatisfied at the course of their Government and some voluntary
offers have been made to enlist in our service. From those Avhose
terms of service have expired it is possible Ave may obtain recruits who
will at least do us no harm and may add to our strength. The ex-

periment will be tried.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
BRAXTON BRAGG.

P. S.—We are at a loss for a proper general officer from Alabama
(disabled) to command reserves and conduct enrolling service. Can
you suggest one?

B. B.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 229. ) Richmond, September 27, 1864.*******

VII. During the temporary absence of Brig. Gen. G. C. Lee,
Brig. Gen. W. M. Gardner will assume command of the brigade of

Local Defense Troops.*******
By command of the Secretary of War:

’ JNO. WITHERS,
A>'^^istant Adjiitant- General ,
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Headquarters,
Wilmington^ W. 0., Se])ttmheT 27^ 1864.

Hon. S. E. Mallory,
Secretary of the Wavy, lUclwiond:

Sir: In the present condition of this post, our last remaining sea-

liort, I resx)ectfully request that you will direct Captain Wilkinson^s
command, for the present at least, to report for the defense of the place
to the hag-officer. I have less force to secure Wilmington now than at

any time during the war, and every available man and gun is needed
more than ever. The two iron-clads, the Ealeigh and North Carolina,
on which we relied to defend the rips, or inner bars, are both gone.
We have here no naval forces ahoat, and one is greatly needed. The
officers, men, guns, and ships of the expedition would be of the very
greatest assistance in every way in event of attack, now regarded as,

imminent. I have been notified that I must depend on this State for

aid. The departure of this force, at this time, will be a serious loss to
us. For the present, at least, I beg you will aid me in this. The enemy’s
fleet is very largely increased. The difficulty of running the blockade
has been lately very great. Far more than the average of ships have
been lost, and the receipt of our supplies is very precarious. XJnless I

receive strong accessions of force, and that very soon, I cannot ansAver
for keeping the port even for the return of these ships. With regard
to the propriety of their remaining to increase the means of defense
here, I am satisfied that Generals Lee and Beauregard, and the chief
officers of the navy, agree Avith me. I beg leave to refer you to the
War Department for a statement of the condition of this xjlace, and the
necessity of procuring every available man for its security. You know
its vital importance to our credit abroad and to our ability to continue
the war. The extreme urgency of the case has induced me to take the
liberty of addressing you on this subject, for which I trust you will

pardon me. I requested an application from the flag-officer
]
but, though

he concurred with me in the matter, he informed me that he could not
properly make it. I hope you will excuse me, therefore, as writing in

the interest of the defense for botli arms of the service. I am building
batteries and quarters for the small naval force here, to be, of course,
an exclusive naval command, and the addition of these vessels^will be
of the greatest help. On the other hand, should they successfully evade
the fleet and get out, it may precipitate attack before either our re-

enforcements can be gathered or my preparations completed. I beg
that before giving your final orders on the subject, you will obtain from
the War Department a report of our exact condition and resources.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
W. H. C. WHITING,

Major- General.

War Department, C. S. A.,

liiehmond, Va., September 28, 1864.
General E. E. Lee,

(Jommanding Army of Northern Virginia

:

General: 1 have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 26th
instant, inclosing a report of General Pickett, and desiring the co-oper-
ation of the Navy to be secured in tlie operations on the river beloAv
the city. 1 have seen the honorable Secretary of the Navy, and he

82 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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profes’ses a desire to render all the assistance that it may be in the
l)ower of the Navy to give. He will give such instructions as are
deemed necessary for concert and cordial co-operation. He wishes
General Pickett advised to make known freely to the commander of
the fleet what places he wishes taken to promote his operations^ and
does not think there will be the least hesitancy on the part of the naval
commander in meeting his views.

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES A. SEDHON,
Secretary of War.

War Department, C. S. A.,
Richmond^ Fu., Sejytemher :28j 1864

General B. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia

:

General : I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 26th
instant relative to the abuse by the enemy of the opportunities afforded
by the flag-of-truce boat. On conference with Mr. Ould, the agent of
exchange, I am informed it would be very inconvenient to change the
place of meeting, and, if arranged at a lower point on the river, it

will be almost impracticable to transport the prisoners to the x>lace of
exchange and bring up our own. He is, however, perfectly confident
that neither the presence of the boat at the point now used, nor its

passage to and fro, need interrupt at all the firing from any of our bat-

teries. He says the boat is entirely out of range when at the place,

and in passing incurs not the least risk unless designedly aimed at. He
vouches this on his own observation and exi)erience, and as he is

always upon the boat he must feel very secure of his accuracy and his

exemption from danger which he and those with him enjoy. I think,

therefore, your officers may be instructed to fire without interruption

or hesitancy on account of the i)assage of the boat.

Very respectfully,

JAMES A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 28, 1864.

Lieut. Gen B. H. Anderson,
Coynmanding LongstreeVs Corps:

General : I am directed by General Lee to say that he desires you
to move to the north side of James Biver and take command of the
trooi)S and line of defense about Chaffin’s Bluff, New Market, &c. He
w ishes the construction of the line of w^orks under the supervision of

Col. W. Proctor Smith, engineers, &c., pushed forward as vigorously as

possible, and everything done to make the entire defensive line secure
against any attack of the enemy. You are requested to establish your
headquarters at such point as may be most convenient to the lines, and to

report your location to the general commanding, and also to Major-
Generals Field and Pickett. These division commanders have been
instructed to communicate through you in all matters of routine and
internal administration, and, being nearer the general commanding, to

repoit to army headquarters direct in matters appertaining to military
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operations. A copy of this letter has been furnished Lieutenant-
General Ewell, commanding the Department of Eichmond, in whose
department you will be operating.

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. TAYLOE,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ealeioh, September 28j 1864.

Maj. Gen. W. H. 0. Whiting,
Wilmington^ A. C.

:

General : I judge from the tenor of your private letter received
yesterday that you infer that I did you injustice in expressing a want
of confidence in your command of Wilmington, &c. I desire to say for

myself fully and frankly all that I have felt or expressed on that sub-

ject. You are universally (so far as I have learned) regarded as an
officer of a high order of talent in your profession. In tlie fall of 1802
I solicited the President to send you to Wilmington, and my own
judgment (freely admitted to be worth little) of the works erected for

the defense of the place but concurs with tliat of better judges that
they are well and judiciously built. Only one thing has ever occurred
to impair the universal confidence which you inspired by your diligence

in fortifying the town, and that was a very general impression that you
drank too much; that your nervous system had been injured by it. I

was also informed by an officer high in command and your friend, that
at Petersburg you were suffering from depression, caused by abstinence
from drink. But not until Colonel McEae and others here, who could
have no personal or political prejudice against you, had made this feel-

ing public, did I deem it my duty to say a word. Then I wrote to Gen-
eral Lee, reciting these things, and asking, not for your removal, but
that in case of actual attack on the city General Beauregard might be
sent down to help you. This is all that I have said, done, or felt in the
matter. I don’t think I have done you any injustice, and 1 know I have
no unfriendly feeling, though, to confess the truth, general, you have
tried me sorely on more than one occasion. Citizens have been shot
down wantonly in the streets by your patrols

;
my trains have been

frequently seized
;
my boats seized, and salt-works stopped; the pilot

of the Advance seized and taken off, and a drunken wretch sent in his

place, contributing in no small degree to the loss of the vessel ; besides
numerous instances of an entire usurpation of the civil authority in the
town of Wilmington and surrounding country. Yon have no idea of

the complaints made to me on this head alone, with which 1 have
declined to interfere. I believed you to be the man for the defense of
Wilmington, and have endeavored earnestly to get along harmoniously
with that great end in view. I have even swallowed in silence some
very rough and discourteous remarks of a personal character, more
than once reported as having fallen from you, conscious of my own
infirmity in this resjiect in moments of irritation. But I can assure you
in all truth and sincerity that none of these things moved me to

express a want of confidence in you, but the cause first mentioned, and
I am hap[)y to say that I learn that the objection referred to has been
in a great measure removed. God knows I have no other, so far as
your capacity to command the defenses of Wilmington is concerned.

Very respectfully, yours,

Z. B. VANCE.
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State of North Carolina, Executive Department,
EaleAgk^ Septemher 28, 1864.

General Whiting,
Wilmington

:

General : Your letter of the 24th instant, in relation to the defense
of Wilmington, has been received, and has my earnest consideration.
I regret to learn that the defense of Wilmington depends alone upon
the militia forces of the State. If this be so, the place might as well be
surrendered on the first summons of the enemy. The entire force 1

could send you for three months would not exceed 5,000 men, raw and
untrained. It was my intention to send every one x^romptly when the
time comes, and the reason why I cannot send them and have not sent
them heretofore in order that you might drill and, to some extent, dis-

cipline them, is twofold: First, nearly all of the militia subject to my
control are farmers; they are now saving forage, making molasses, and
sowing wheat. I have had them out for thirty days drilling, organ-
izing, and arresting deserters, about 1,000 of whom have been returned
to duty. With these men kept out all the time and not permitted to

sow wheat, the loss to both people and army would be incalculable.

This is a part of the programme military commanders are apt to forget.

Now, if I were to send you the negroes and the home guard, having
already the Junior and Senior Eeserves, what labor would be left to do
anything at all? I admit that almost anything is preferable to the
capture of Wilmington, but, destitute as the country is of labor, I had
earnestly hoped that the militia Avould be spared until the last moment.
Secondly, I respectfully submit that I am entitled to judge of the ne-

cessity which calls these men to the field. It has been the habit of
Confederate commanders in North Carolina to conduct all matters con-

nected with our defense without reference to me whatever, with the
exception of General G. W. Smith, and calls are constantly made upon
me for the militia Avithout putting me in possession of any facts other
than the opinion of the officers upon what the necessity of the call is

predicated. In the spring General Kausoin telegraphed me from Wel-
don to call out the militia, and to my inquiry what for, he made no
reply. General Baker wrote me from Goldsborough to the same effect

some weeks ago, and even now I have not been informed of one single

circumstance showing why Wilmington is about to be attacked. Your
opinion is, of course, to be respected, but I should be much better satis-

fied to make these people lose their crops if my own judgment had an
opportunity of concurring Avith yours as to its immediate necessity. I

now say to you, general, that if convinced of its being absolutely neces-

sary to the safety of Wilmington I will make any sacrifice that may
be required, even to the risk of starvation. I will send you every man
I can control in the State, except from a few counties on the western
border; will appeal to every other able-bodied man to go, and will go
myself. You have already the power, under act of Congress, to impress
slave labor, and for various reasons I prefer you should do it, unless I

have the poAver of returning them when I thought proper.

I am, general, very resjAectfully, yours,
Z. B. VANCE.

Kaleigh, September 28, 1864.

General W. H. C. Whiting:
My Dear General : When I told the Governor I should write to you

the purport of my conversation with him about you, he desired me not
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to mention the name of the officer, but assented when I told him I would
substitute the “ highest authority.” I did this rather than not write at

all, suj)posing that under the circumstances you would have no diffi-

culty in understanding who was meant. Thank God, the thing has
been met, and I do not doubt greatly to your advantage, for your let-

ters to the Governor and McEae were written in a sjiirit of such pure,
- disinterested patriotism that they have had good effect. I am directed

to form the reserve into brigades. I will be obliged if you will recom-
mend to me by telegraph some good man to be appointed to command
the regiment of Junior Eeserves, to be made of the three battalions near
Wilmington. There will be a brigade of the Juniors, all of which will

be available for you.
I am, general, yours,

T. H. HOLMES.

Special Orders, ) Adjt. and Insp. General’s Office,
No. 231. ) Richmond., Va., Septemher 29^ 1864.##***#*

II. The Local Defense Troops under the command of Brig. Gen. W.
M. Gardner, Provisional Army, 0. S., will immediately report to Lieut.
Gen. E. S. Ewell, commanding, &c. Such ot the brigade as may be
essential to the manufacture and continuance of current supplies to
the army will remain on duty as heretofore.*###***
By command of the Secretary of War:

JNO. WITHEES,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Yircinia,
Chaffin's Bluff, September 29, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary

:

General Gregg reports that he repulsed the several attacks of the
enemy made against the intermediate line of defenses, capturing many
prisoners. The enemy still hold Battery Harrison on the exterior line.

Our loss is very small.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 29, 1864.

General Samuel Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond

:

General Lee has moved to Chaffin’s Bluff, where he can be communi-
cated with. Please inform the honorable Secretary of War and General
Bragg.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia,
Septe^nher 29^ 1864.

Admiral Mitchell, or

Commanding! Officer James Eiver Squadron:
I request that the bridge at Chaffin’s may be protected and defended

by your boats.

E. E. LEE,
General.

Headquarters Arma^ of Northern Virg^inia,
September 29, 1864.

Maj. E. H. Janney,
Quartermaster, Dtmlop^s Station:

Lieutenant-General Hill is at General Lee’s headquarters, and desires

you to notify him by telegraph whenever trains are ready, and no trooiis

at Dunlop’s to use them.
W. H. TAYLOE,

Assistant Adpitant- General.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arma^ of Northern Virginia,
No. 58. j September 29, 1864.

For the information of the army, it is announced that the fourth clause
of paragraph II, General Orders, No. 7, Adjutant and Inspector Gen-
eral’s Office, current series, only applies to that class to which the whole
order appertains—that is, no volunteer of the class liable to military
duty will be received into any comxiany, except on the certificate of an
enrolling officer that he has volunteered to serve in that company, and
in accordance with the existing orders of the War Department; but
those who are not liable to military duty, under the act of Congress
“to organize forces to serve during the war,” approved 17th of Feb-
ruary, 18G4, may be accejited as volunteers in any company whose num-
bers do not reach the maximum allowed by law.

By command of General Lee

:

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters,
September 29, 1864.

General Braxton Bragg,
Richmond :

General Ewell reports the enemy have possession of Fort Harrison.
Order out the locals and all the other troops to his assistance.

E. E. LEE.

Petersburg, September 29, 1864.

General Braxton Bragg,
Richmond :

Can General Gardner take command of the locals? If he cannot go
into the field whom can you place over them ?

E. E. LEE.
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General Ewell,
Chaffin’’s Bluff:

Have telegraphed General Bragg to order out locals. Endeavor to

retake Fort Harrison.
K. E. LEE.

Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29^ 1864—6 a. m.
General BragO:

Affairs look serious. Pickets driven in. While Gardner is away
would it not be best to place Kemper in command of locals or else

Pemberton? All disposable troops should be on the lines. The enemy
have possession of Fort Harrison.

E. S. EWELL,
Lieutenant- Generali

Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29, 1864.

(Keceived 9.50 a. m.)

General Bragg ;

Enemy aiiproaching Kichmond by the New Market road in large

force. Gary is holding Chaffin’s interior line—the locals must hold
interior line.

E. S. EWELL.

Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29, 1864.

General Bragg:
I have already reported that the local troops will be required to meet

enemy’s advance on Kew Market road. Gary reports advance of a
division. Gary has been sent to meet them. I will extend to my left,

but enemy are still in my front.

E. S. EWELL.

Chaffin’s Bluff, September 29, 1864.

General Bragg:
If some troops could be sent down the Osborne road, 1 may hol'd the

enemy in check till General Lee sends me re-enforcements. Enemy
hold much of the intrenchments around Fort Harrison, and I have
great difficulty in keeping my men together, who are scattering much,
being new troops.

E. S. EWELL,
IAeutenant- General.

Chaffin’s Blufj^ September 29, 1864—2.60 p. m.
General Bragg:
One brigade of Field’s division has arrived, and is directed to a point

in repelling attack near Fort Gilmer. One regiment has arrived from
Pickett and is placed to protect Chaffin’s. 1 have directed Gary to

cover Darbytown road. Home local trooi)S should move in that direc-

tion as the enemy are extending toward the Darbytown road. General
Anderson is here.

E. H. EWELL.
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Chaffin’s Bluff, September 39, 1864—3 p. m.
General Bragg:
The attack on Fort Gilmer was repulsed by General Field and

General Gregg handsomely. We will take the offensive as soon as
troops come up.

B. S. EWELL.

Headquarters Army of ^^^orthern Ahrginia,
September 29, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. E. S. Ewell, Chaffin ’’

s

Bluff:

Can you not draw some troops from your left to retake Fort Har-
rison"? It will take time for troops from here to reach north side.

Don’t wait for them
j
endeavor to retake the salient at once. Pickett

has been ordered to send a brigade to north side.

E. E. LEE.

General Bragg:
Williamsburg Eoad, September 29, 1864.

I do not think the danger is much on this line at present.
J. C. PEMBEETO^^^,

Lieutenant- Colonel.

Petersburg, September 29, 1864—7.45 a. m.

General Pickett, HaneoeWs House:

Enemy seems to be moving against Signal Hill. I wish you to pro
ceed to the left of your line. Watch operations and endeavor to aid all

in your power. See whether enemy have diminished in your front, and,
if so, what re-enforcements you can send to north side. Eequest co-oper-

ation of the navy.
E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 29, 1864.

Major-General Pickett, nancocBs House:

Major Pickett’s telegram received. General Lee desires the regi-

ments ordered to be in readiness to move, to be sent at once to the
north side and report to commanding officer.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 29, 1864.

Major-General Pickett, Hancoch’s House:

General Gregg reports having captured prisoners from Eighteenth
Corps, who say they crossed just before day this morning. These troops
may have left your front. General Lee says it is very desirable, if

Xiracticable, for you to relieve a brigade to be available for service on
north side of James.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Headquarters Army of Northern Yiroinia,
September 29^ 1864.

Brig. Gen. John Greco, Cliaffinh Bhlff:

Telegram received. Similar report liad first been received from
pickets on soiitli side. Endeavor to ascertain nature of movement and
of what enemy’s force is composed. General Field, with three brigades,
has been ordered to north side.

W. H. TAYLOE,
Assistaiit Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of Northern Viroinia,
September 29

^
1864.

Col. G. H. Terrett, Brenmjs Bluff:

Telegram received. Can yon not send a force to defend the bridge
above Chaffin’s from this end? Communicate with commander of
James Eiver Squadron and request him to see to protection of bridge
by his boats.

E. E. LEE.

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
September 29, 1864—11.15 p. m.

Lieutenant-Colonel Otey, Assistant Adjutant- General:

Colonel : Your communication of this date, inquiring if I can extend
to the right so as to relieve Cooke’s brigade, has been received. In reply,

I have simply to state, that I Avill relieve Cooke’s brigade, and have
given the necessary orders to accomplish that object.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. E. JOHNSON,

Major- General.

Headquarters Johnson’s Division,
September 29, 1864.

Lieut. Col. John M. Otey, Assistant Adjutant- General:

Colonel: My assistant adjutant-general, Captain Foote, has per-

haps informed you that the authority to stop the movement for reliev-

ing Cooke’s brigade could not be communicated before we had covered
his position. If this brigade is not withdrawn from the city to-night

I would suggest that it should be placed in vicinity of Blandford Cem-
etery as a reserve force, or a regiment of it might be placed at each of

the salients on my line—Colquitt’s, Elliott’s, Gracie’s—and the left of

my line in reserve.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. E. JOHNSON,

Majar- General. •

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Petersburg, September 29, 1864.

General Baker, Goldsborough, A~. C. :

Procure negro labor and finish works and redoubts at Weldon as

soon as possible. Strengthen tliem thoroughly with abatis.

E. E. LEE.



1306 OPERATIONS IN SE, VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Ahstract from inspection report of Anderson^ division, Maj. Gen. William Mahone com-
manding, for September 29, 1864.

Command.

Mahone’s brigade ("Weisiger) .

Harris’ brigade (Harris)
Wright’s brigade (Gibson)

Total

1

Present for
duty.

Aggregate

effective

for

the

field.

|

Aggregate

present,

l

Aggregate

present

anrt

absent.

OC
U
o

o

i

1

a

72 968 1,232 2,598
61 498 897 1,915
67 1,037 1,390 2, 988

86 592 667 3, 181

286 3, 095 3, 381 4, 686 10, 682

Organization of Anderson'^s Division.

Maj. Gen. William Mahone.

Mahone's Brigade.

Col. Daa^ii) a. Weisiger.
^

6tli Virginia, Col. George T. Rogers. i

12th Virginia, Maj. J. Richard Lewellen.
|

16th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Richard O. i

Whitehead.
41st Virginia, Lieut. Col. Joseph P. Mine-

tree.

61st Virginia, Lieut. Col. William H.
Stewart.

Wright’s Brigade.

Col. William Girsox.

3d Georgia, Capt. James K. AVright.
22d Georgia, Capt. George W. Thomas.
48th Georgia, Lieut. Col. M. R. Hall.
64th Georgia, Capt. James G. Brown.
2d Georgia Battalion, Capt. George S.

Jones.
10th Georgia Battalion, Capt. William A.

Greer.

Harris’ Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Nathaniel H. Harris.

12th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Thomas B.
Manlove.

16th Mississipi)i, Capt. John S. Lewis.
19th Mississippi, Col. Richard W. Phipps.
48th Mississippi, Col. Joseph M. Jayne.

Finegan’s and Perry’s Brigades.

Brig. Gen. Joseph Finegan.

2d Florida, Capt. John B. G. O’Neill.

5th Florida, Capt. John W. Holleyman.
8th Florida, J. Anthony Pacetty.

i
9th Florida, Col. John M. Martin.

-10th Florida, Lieut. Col. William AV.

Scott.
11th Florida,* Col. Theodore W. Brevard.

Chaffin’s Bluff, September 30, 1864—8.10 p. m.

Hon. Jas. a. Seddon,
Secretary of War:

An attempt Avas made this afternoon to retake Battery Harrison,
which, though partly successful, failed.

B. E. LEE.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Arty., Army of Northern Va.,
No. —

. i September 30, 1864.

I. Battalion commanders will make arrangements with the engineer
officers to have all guns Avhich are exposed to the fire of the enemy’s

Two companies Bonand’s (Georgia) battalion attached to this regiment.
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sliarpsiiooters immediately provided Tvith mantlets, to protect the gun-
ners, of the pattern now being furnished by the engineers, and also to

provide on each flank of every gun on the lines a lookout loop-hole for

sentries and gunners, covering the entire field of the fire of the gun.
The pattern of loop-hole adopted, or the loop-holes themselves, can be
obtained at the engineer workshops of Lieutenant Wise, in Peters-

burg, near the back of the Weldon railroad.

II. Should the enemy open a general bombardment along the lines,

guns and men will be kept under cover and no reply made to their

artillery fire without special instructions. One sentinel will be kept
constantly on the alert at every gun, observing the ground in front

through one of the loop-holes by day and by night, to report any
movement of troops or x^reparations for an assault of the enemy. The
commanding officer of each battery will be held resj^onsible for the vig-

ilance of this watch. Should any troops axipear within range at any
time every available gun will immediately open upon them. Should
the bombardment be kept up during the night the sentries will be
doubled at dark on the front lines, all guns run into x^osition and their

embrasures cleared, and those on the front lines be doubled-shotted
with canister. The mortars during the bombardment will fire occa-
sionally at the batteries of the enemy in their reach, and from a half
hour after dark, and from midnight until daylight, will maintain a slow
fire upon all ravines and positions within reach in which the enemy
might mass troox)s, but will never allow their ammunition on hand to be
reduced below thirty rounds per mortar unless the enemy should make
a lodgment in our lines. Should this occur every available mortar
will ox)en upon his lodgment and the light ones will be moved up in

the trenches and concentrated upon it.

III. All guns must be habitually kex)t covered from the enemy’s fire

and view during the day, and at night moved into x^osition. Mantlets
will not be wanted to x^^’of^ct from artillery fire alone. They will

be habitually kept mounted only on guns on the front lines, and those
miist be well concealed from view and fire.

By command of General Alexander, acting chief of artillery:

D. D. PENDLETON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Jhsiract from return of Wilcoxes division, Ambrose P. HilVs corps, Maj. Gen. Cadmus
M. Wilcox commanding, for September 30, 1864.

Command.

Aggregate

present

for

duty.

Aggregate

present.

|

Aggregate

present

j

and

absent.

Present

effective

for

the

field.

General staff 14
1. 275
994

1, 287
1,210

14

1, 544
1,258
1, 503

1,500

14
3, 617
2, 180
3, 156
3,009

Lane’s brigade (Lane) 1, 275
1, 172

1,296
1, 212

Tliomas’ brig.ade (Thomasi
McGowan’s brigade (McGowan)
Scales’ brigade (Scales)

Total 4, 780 5, 819 11, 976 4, 955
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Organizatio7i of Wilcox’s Division.

Maj. Gen. Cadmus M. Wilcox.

Lane’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. James H. Lane.

7tli North Carolina, Lient. Col. William L. Davidson.
18th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John W. McGill.
28th North Carolina, Maj. Samuel N. Stowe.
33d North Carolina, Col. Robert V. Cowan.
37th North Carolina, Col. William M. Barbour.

McGowan’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan.

1st South Carolina, Col. Charles W. McCreary.
Ist South Carolina Rifles, Col. G. McDulfle Miller.
12th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Edwin F. Bookter.
13th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. William Lester.
14th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Edward Croft.

Thomas’ Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Edward L. Thomas.

14th Georgia, Lieut. Col. Richard P. Lester.
35th Georgia, Maj. James T. McElvany.
45th Georgia, Capt. Aurelius W. Gibson.
49th Georgia, Col. John T. Jordan.

Scales’ Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Alfred M. Scales.

13th North Carolina, Col. Joseph H. Hyman.
16th North Carolina, Col. William A. Stowe.
22d North Carolina, Col. Thomas S. Gallaway, jr.

34th North Carolina, Col. William L. J. Lowrance.
38th North Carolina, Col. John Ashford.

Strength of Seth’s division, Third Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Henry Seth commanding,
for September 30, 1864.

Command.

Division field and st.aff

Archer’s brigade ( Ai-clier) .

.

Davis’ brigade (Davis)
MacRae’s brigade (MacRae)

1.283 1,540 3,601 1,153
927 1, 022 2, 869 1, 072

1,394 1,757 3,099 1,231

6 6 9

Total 3,610
I

4,375
j

9,578 3,456
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Organization of Hetli’s Division.

Maj. Geu. Hexry Hetii.

Archer^s and IFalker’s Brigades.

Brig. Gen. James J. Archer.

13th Alabama, Lieut. Col. James Aiken.
1st Tennessee, Capt. William S. Daniel.
7tli Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Samuel G.

Shepard.
14th Tennessee, Col. William McComb.
2d Maryland Battalion, Capt. John W.

Torsch.
40th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Arthur S.

Cunningham.
47th Virginia, Capt. E. L. Wharton.
55th Virginia, Maj. Robert B. Fauntleroy
22d Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Ed-

ward P. Tayloe.

JDavis’ Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Joseph R. Davis.

1st Confederate Battalion, Lieut. Col.
Francis B. McClung.

2d
^
Mississippi, Col. John M. Stone.

11th' Mississippi, Maj. Reuben O. Rey-
nolds.

26th Mississippi, Col. Arthur E. Rey-
nolds.

42(1 Mississippi, Capt. Thomas R. Smith.
55th North Carolina, Capt. Walter A.

Whitted.

MacBae's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. William MacRae.

11th North Carolina, Col. William J. Martin.
26th North Carolina, Maj. James T. Adams.
44th North Carolina, Maj. Charles M. Stedman.
47th North Carolina, Maj. William C. Lankford.
52d North Carolina, Lieut. William W. Carmichael

Strength of the Third Corps Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia, Col. B. L. Walker
commanding, September 30, 1864.*

Command.

Present for

duty.
Present and

absent.

Present effect-

ive for the
field.

Guns.

00
O
00

o

r£

Officers.

Men.

Officers.

u
0?
o
e
o

Men.

q;

u
0?

xn

Staff 7 10 8 10 7 10

Cutts’ battalion t 26 604 49 984 26 • 604 32 265
McIntosh’s battalion 24 414 27 719 24 414 21 221

Pegram’s battalion 9 363 23 647 9 363 20 159

Poague’s battalion 14 188 22 449 14 188 13 128

Washington Artillery 17 271 24 411 17 271 14 119

Total 97 1, 850 153 3, 220 97 1,850 100 892

Strength of the Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton
commanding, for September 30, 1864.X

Command.

General staff

Lee's division (Lee)
Butler’s division (Butler) . .

.

Do.aring’s brigade (Bearing)
Artillery (Chew)

Total

Aggregate

present

.

for

duty.

Aggregate

present.

Agg

r
e

ga
t
e
i

present

and

|

absent.

|

Present

effect-

ive

for

the

1

field.

72

2, 684 3, 243 5, 707 2,241
1, 510 2,111 6, 302 882
1,374 1,636 2, 226 937
222 254 333 227

5, 862 7,244 14, 568

1

4, 287

2
.

12

* From (.'ax)t. Richard Walke’s re])ort of ins])ection at that date,
t Comprising Lane’s and Richardson’s battalions.

I As shown by inspection report of Maj. Af IL Venable,
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Organization of Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia,

Maj. Gen, Wade Hampton.

lee’s division.

Maj. Gen. William H. F. Lee.

Chambliss’ Brigade.

Col. J. Lucius Davis.

9tli Virginia, Lieut. Col. Thomas Waller.
10th Virginia, Capt. John H. Dettor.
13th Virginia, Col. Jefferson C. Phillips.

Barringer’s Brigade.

Prig. Gen. Rufus Barringer.

1st North Carolina, Col. William H. Cheek.
2d North Carolina, Col. William P. Roberts,
3d North Carolina, Maj. Roger Moore.
5th North Carolina, Maj. James H. McNeill.

rutler’s division.

Brig. Gen. Matthew C. Butler.

Butler’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. John Dunovant.

4th South Carolina, Col. B. Huger Rutledge.
5th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Robert J. Jeffords.

6th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Lovick P. Miller.

Young’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Pierce M. B. Young.

7th Georgia, Maj. Edward C. Anderson, jr.

Alabama Battalion,
Phillips (Georgia) Legion,

Lieut. Col. William W. Rich.

20th Georgia Battalion, )

^ieut. Col. J. Fred. Waring.
Jeff. Davis Legion, )

Cobb’s Legion, Capt. John H. Burr.

dearing’s brigade.

Briir. Gen. James Dearing.

7th Confederate, Col. V. H. Taliaferro.
4th North Carolina, Col. Dennis D. Ferebee.
8th Georgia, Col. Joel R. Griffin.
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ARTILLERY.

Maj. R. Preston CHE^v.

Hart’s (South Carolina) battery, Capt. James F. Hart.
McGregor’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. William M. McGregor.
Petersburg (Virginia) Light Battery, Capt. Edward Graham.

Abstract from return of the troops commanded by Maj, Gen. Bushrod B. Johnson, for Sep-
tember 30, 1864.

Command.

« 1

Present for
duty.

Effective

total

pres-

ent.

1

Aggregate

present.

|
Aggregate

present

and

absent.

1

Prisoners

of

war.

i

Officers.

Men.

Staff
_ i

5 5 12 14
Elliott’s brigade 96 905 1,023 1,528 3,150 262
Wise’s brigade 108 891 949 1, 463 2. 834 281
Grade’s brigade 109 1, 096 1,062 1,636 2, 839 155
Eansom’s bidgade 132 1,389 1,387 2, 124 3, 774 347

Total 452 4, 286 4,426 6,763 12, 611 1,045

Organization of Johnson'’s Command.

Maj. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson.

Elliott’s Brigade.

17th South Carolina, Col. Fitz AV. McMaster,
18th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. W. B. Allison.

22d South Carolina, Lieut. Col. William G. Burt.
23d South Carolina, Col. Henry L. Benbow.
26th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. Joshua H. Hudson.

Wise’s Brigade.

26th Virginia, Capt. Napoleon B. Street.

34th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Randolph Harrison.
46th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Peyton Wise.
59th Virginia, Caiit. James L. Jennett.

Ransom’s Brigade.

24th North Carolina Regiment.
25th North Carolina Regiment.
35th North Carolina Regiment.
49th North Carolina Regiment.
.56th North Carolina Regiment.

Grade’s Brigade.

23d Alabama Battalion.
41st Alabama Regiment.
43d Alabama Regiment.
59th Alabama Reginumt.
60th Alabama Regiinent.





ALTEKNATE DESIO^^^ATIOlSrS
OF

ORaANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME/

^bboUs (Henry L.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment.

Abbott’s (Joseph C.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 7th Regiment.

Abie’s (T. N.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 22d Regiment.

Adams’ (Charles F., jr.) Cavalry. See Massaeliusetts Troops, 1st Regiment.

Adams’ (James T.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment.

Adams’ (Zachariah T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, ISih Bat-

talion, Battery D.

Ager’s (George) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery K.

Aiken’s (Hugh K.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment.

Aiken’s. (James) Infantry, Alabama Troops, t3th Regiment.

Albemarle Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Alden’s (Alonzo) Infantry. See New York Troops, 169th Regiment.

Alleghany Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Allen’s (David A ) Infantry. See New York Troops, 39th Regiment.

Allen’s (Richard J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Allison’s (W. B.) Infantry. See South Carolivfi Troops, 18th Regiment.

Ames’ (John \V.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 6th Regiment.

Ames’ (Nelson) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery G.

Amherst Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Anderson’s (Charles L.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L,

Anderson’s (Edward C., jr.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 7th Regiment.

Anderson’s (James L.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment.

Anderson’s (John H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Bat-

talion, Reserves.

Anderson’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, post, 1st Company.

Andrew Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Company.

Andrews’ (Joseph) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 4th Regiment.

Angel’s (James R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery K.

Anthony’s (George T.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 17th Battery.

Archer’s (Fletcher H.) Reserves. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Armory Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Local

Defense.

Armstrong’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, ISth Regiment.

Armstrong’s (Samuel C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment.

Arsenal Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Battalion, Loeal

Defense.

Ashby’s (George E.) Artillery. See Ne\v York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery E.

Ashford’s (John) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3Sth Regiment.

Ashland Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Atkinson’s (Edmund N.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 26th Regiment.

Atwell’s (Seager S.) Infantry. See Conneeticut Troops, 7th Regiment.

* References, unless otherwise inaicated, are to index following.
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August’s (Thomas P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 15th Regiment.

Avery’s (Clark M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment.

Avery’s (Martin P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 60th Regiment.

Avery’s (M. Henry) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment.

Aylett’s (William R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 53d Regiment.

Bailey’s (Peter S.) Infantry.

Baily’s (James E.) Infantry.

Baird’s (Alfred H.) Cavalry.

Baker’s (John A.) Cavalry.

Baker’s (John H.) Infantry.

See Massachusetts Troops, 37th Regiment.

See Delaware Troops, 3d Regiment.

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment.

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

See Georgia Troops, 13th Regiment.

Baker’s (J. Stannard) Cavalry. See District of Columhia Troops, 1st Regiment.

Ball’s (Edward) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 51st Regiment.

Ballard’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 38th Regiment, p-

Bambach’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 53d Regiment.

Barbour’s (William M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 37th

Regiment.

Barker’s (Thomas E.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment.

Barnes’ (Almont) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery G.

Barnes’ (Dixon) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 12th Regiment.

Barney’s (Albert M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 143d Regiment.

Barnum’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment.

Barrett’s (Gregory, jr.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 4th and 7th* Regi-

ments.

Barrett’s (Norman A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 6th Regiment.

Barrier’s (Rufus A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment.

Basinger’s (William S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 18th Battalion.

Bass’ (William R.) Infantry. See North Carolma Troops, Confederate, 66th Regiment.

Baxter’s (Orson A.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment.

Beale’s (Richard L. T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment.

Beck’s (W. Butler) Artillery. See Union Troo^ys, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Batteries

C and I.

Bedford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Benbow’s (Henry L.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 33d Regiment.

Bennett’s (R. Tyler) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 14th Regi-

ment.

Bent’s (Luther S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Ti'oops, 18th Regiment.

Bentley’s (William W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 34th Regiment.

Berkeley’s (Norborne) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment.

Biles’ (Edwin R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 99th Regiment.

See Pennsylvania Troops, 191st Regiment.

See Minnesota Troops, 3d Company.

See Union Troops, Colored, 37th Regiment.

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 33d Regi-

Birkman’s (Richard M.) Infantry.

Black’s (Mahlon) Sharpshooters.

Blackman’s (Albert M.) Infantry.

Blacknall’s (Charies C.) Infantry.

ment.

Blake’s (Francis D.) Artillery. See South Carolma Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A.

Blake’s (Julius A.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 37th Regiment.

Blount’s (.John M.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment.

Blount’s (Joseph G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Board’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 58th Regiment.

Boernstein’s (Augustus S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 4th Regiment.

Bolter’s (Sampson) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 13th Regiment.

Bolton’s (Joseph K.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 51st Regiment.

Bonaud’s (A.) Heavy Artillery. See Georgia Troops, 38th Battalion.

Bookter’s (Edwin F.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 13th Regiment.

Temporarily commanding.
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BosbyshelFs (Oliver C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 48th Regiment,

Boston’s (Reuben B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment.

Bowen’s (Robert E.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment, Rifles.

Bowles’ (Pinckney D.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 4th Regiment.

Boyd’s (James) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Regiment.

Boyd’s (Samuel H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 45th Regiment.

Boyd’s (Waller M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment.

Boykin’s (Stephen M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 20th Regiment.

Brabble’s (Edmund C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 32d Regi-

ment.

Bradford’s (William D.) Artillery. See Confederate Guards, Artillery, post.

Bradshaw’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42d

Regiment.

Brady’s Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops.

Branch Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Branch’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 44th Battalion.

Brander’s (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Letcher Artillery, post.

Brevard’s (Theodore W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 11th Regiment.

Bright’s (John J.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d

Regiment; also 1st Battalion.

Brinckle’s (John R.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery E.

Broadfoot’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi-

ment, Junior Reserves.

^Broady’s (K. Oscar) Infantry. See New York Troops, Gist Regiment.

Brooke Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Brooks Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Brower’s (Martin V. B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 57th Regiment.

Brown’s (Francis T.) Infantry. See Connecticnt Troops, 11th Regiment.

Brown’s (Hamilton A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist Regi-

ment.

Brown’s (Harvey W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, Ist Regiment.

Brown’s (Jack) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 59th Regiment.

Brown’s (.James F.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment.

Brown’s (James G.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 64th Regiment.

Brown’s (T. Frederick) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Batteries

A and B.

Brunson’s (Ervin B.) Artillery. See Pee Dee Artillery, post.

Buie’s (Duncan M.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Bulger’s (Michael .J.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 47th Regiment.

Bumstead’s (Horace) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 43d Regiment.

Burr’s (John H.) Cavalry, See Cobb’s I^egion, post.

Burt’s (Mason W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 22d Regiment.

Burt’s (William G.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 22d Regiment.

Burton’s (John E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 11th Battery.

Burton’s (.John H.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops. 1st Regiment, Bat-

tery I.

Bussey’s (Hezekiah) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 27th Regiment.

Butler’s (Andrew P.) Infantry. Sec South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, F. A.

Butler’s (Benjamin C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 93d Regiment.

Callais’ (W. .J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment,

Callaway’s (Morgan) Artillery. See Pulaski Artillery, post.

Campbell’s (Edward) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 85th Regiment.

Cannon’s (Madison M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 40th Regiment.

Carlton’s (Henry H.) Artillery. See Troup Artillery, post.

Carmical’s (George H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 7th Regiment.
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Carmichaers (William W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d

Regiment.

Carpenter’s (John C.) Artillery. See Alleghany Artillery, ante.

Carrington’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 18th Regiment.

Carrington’s (James McD.) Artillery. See Charlottesville Artillery, post.

Carter’s (R. Welby) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment.

Carter’s (Thomas E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 157th Regiment.

Carter’s (William P.) Artillery. See King William Artillery, post.

Cayce’s (George M.) Artillery. See Purcell Artillery, post.

Chamberlain’s (Abial G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 37tli Regiment.

Chamberlain’s (Samuel E.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment.

Chamberlayne’s (John H.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Chamberlin’s (William N.) Artillery. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Battery.

Charlotte Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Battery C.

Charlottesville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Cheek’s (William H.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi-

ment.

Chew’s (Robert S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment.

Child’s (William D.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Batteries A
and B.

Choate’s (Francis C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, M Regiment, Battery B.

Christian’s (William S.) Infantry. See. Virginia Troops, Confederate, 55th Regiment.

Clapp’s (Dexter E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 38th Regiment.

Clark’s (A. Judson) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 2d Battery.

Clark’s (Stephen R.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 13th Regiment.

Clarke’s (Robert) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery A.

Clarke’s (Will W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment.

Clinton’s (James B.) Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Battery.

Clutter's (Valentine J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Coan’s (William B.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 48th Regiment.

Coast Guard, Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Cobb’s Legion. See Georgia. Troops.

Cobb’s (Norvell) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 44th Regiment.

Cochran’s (A. J.) Artillery. See Confederate Guards, Artillery
,
post

.

Cochran’s (Jesse C.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 17th Regiment.

Cochran’s (Thomas A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 103d Regiment.

Coit’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regiment.

Colburn’s (.Joseph) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 59th Regiment.

Colcock’s (Charles .1.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment.

Cole’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 2d Regiment.

Coleman’s (Henry E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 12th Regi-

ment.

Coles’ (Hiram E.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 40th Regiment.

Collins’ (Charles R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 15th Regiment.

Collis’ (Charles H. T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 114th Regiment.

Confederate Guards, Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Confederate States Zouaves, Infantry. See Alfred Coppens' Infantry, posU

Conner’s (Freeman) Infantry. See New York Troops, 44th Regiment.

Conser’s (John C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 105th Regimeni.

Cook’s (George B.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment.

Cook’s (John E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 76th Regiment.

Cook’s (Philip) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 4th Regiment.

Coonan’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 182d Regiment.

Cooper’s (John B.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 9th Regiment.

Cooper’s (Raleigh L.) Artillery. See Stafford Artillery, post.
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Coppens' (Alfred) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops.

Coughlin^s (John) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 10th lieghnent.

Counselman’s (Jacob H.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Itegimeni.

Courtney Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Cowan’s (Robert V.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 33d Regimem-

Coward’s (A.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Regiment.

Cox’s (William R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

Creney’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 95th Regiment.

Crenshaw’s (William G.) Artillery. See Thomas Ellett’s Artillery, post.

Croft’s (EdAvard) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 14th Regiment.

Culp’s (John R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 17th Regiment.

Cumming’s (James D.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat-

talion, Battery C.'

Cummings’ (Emory) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 23d Battalion.

Cunningham’s (Arthur S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 40th Regiment.

Cutcheon’s (Byron M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 20th Regiment.

Daggett’s (Rufus) Infantry. See New York Troops, lT7ih Regiment.

Dance's (Willis J.) Artillery. See Powhatan Artillery, post.

Dandy’s (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 100th Regiment.

Danforth’s (John B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, StaU

Reserves, Militia.

Daniel’s (William S.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 1st Regiment, P. A.

Daniels’ (Percy) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 7th Regiment.

Danville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Dare’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 12th Regiment,

Dauchy’s (George K.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 12th Battery.

Davidson’s (George S.) Artillery. See John H. Chamherlayne’s Artillery, ante.

Davidson’s (William L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th Reg.

iment.

Davis’ (James T.) Infantry. See Not'th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment

Davis’ ( J. Lucius) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment.

Davis’ (John B.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 15th Regiment.

Davis’ (William P.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 90th Regiment.

Deans’ (James) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 31st Regiment.

De Blanc’s (Alcibiades) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 8th Regiment.

De Land’s (Charles V.) Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment.

Dement’s (William F.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 1st Battery.

De Meulen’s (Emelins) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment.

Battery K.

Desmond’s (John A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 88th Regiment.

Dettor’s (John H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment.

Dickenson’s (Crispin) Artillery. See Ringgold Artillery, post.

Dimon’s (Charles A. R.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 1st Regiment.

Doane’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 4th Battery.

Doheny’s (Michael) Infantry. See New York Troops, 155th Regiment.

Donald’s (William K.) Artillery. See Rockbridge Artillery No. 2, post.

Donaldsonville Artillery. See Louisiana Troops.

Dorsey’s (Stephen W.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery M.
Doty’s (Albert) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 57th Regiment.

Doty’s (Franklin B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 179th Regiment.

Dow’s (Edwin B.) Artillery. Sec Maine Troops, 6th Battery.

Dow’s (EdAvin C.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, Ist Regiment, Battery P.

Draper’s (William F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 36th Regiment.

Drew’s (Jeremiah D.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 4th Regiment.

Du Bose’s (Dudley M.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 15th Regiment.
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Puke’s (Richard T. W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion,

Besei'ves.

Dulany’s (Richard H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 7tli Regiment.

Duncan’s (David R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 13th Regiment

Duncan’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 4th Regiment.

Dungan’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 48th Regiment.

Dunning’s (Erasmus C.) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment.

Durell’s (George W.) Artillery. See Fennsylvania Troops, Battery D.

Duvall’s (Robert E.) Cavalry. See Purnell Legion, post.

Earley’s (A. E.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 26th Regiment.

Easterling’s (N. A.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 21st Regiment.

Easterly’s (George B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 4th Battery.

Eaton’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 17th Regiment.

Eaton’s (John B.) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 27th Battery.

Eaton’s (Samuel C.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment.

Eckert’s (George C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment.

Edgell’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See Neiv Hampshire Troops, 1st Battery.

Edgerton’s (William G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 11th Regiment.

Edmands’ (J. Cushing) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 32d Regiment.

Edwards’ (Albert M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 24th Regiment.

Edwards’ (Oliver E.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 13th Regiment.

Egbert’s (George T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 183d Regiment.

Ege’s (Joseph A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 187th Regiment.

Ellett’s (Thomas) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Ellis’ (Andrew J.) Artillery, ^ee North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion,

Battery A

.

Emerson’s (Edward O.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19th Regiment.

Erson’s (Eric) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment.

Eshleman’s (Benjamin F.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery Battalion, post.

Evans’ (Andrew W.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.

Evans’ (Clement A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 31st Regiment.

Evans’ (Edwin) Infantry. See New York Troops, 100th Regiment.

Evans’ (Stephen B.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troojjs, Confederate, 5th Regiment.

Evans’ (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment, State

Reserves.

Falls’ (Richard J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment.

Faribault’s (George H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 47th Reg-

iment.

Farinholt’s (Benjamin L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment,

Reserves.

Farrington’s (George M.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 35th Regiment.

Faiwell’s (James C.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 1st Regiment.

Fauntleroy’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 55th Regiment.

Fauquier Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Fay’s (Harry C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment.

Ferebee’s (Dennis D.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regi-

ment.

Fickling’s (William W.) Artillery. See Brooks Artillery, ante.

Finley’s (Joseph R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 76th Regiment.

Finnicum’s (Mark) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 7ih Regiment.

Fisher’s (Isaac B.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 7th Regiment.

Fitch’s (Butler) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 8th Battery.

Fite’s (John A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 7th Regiment.

FitJshugh’s (Charles L.) Artillery. Se© Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat-

teries C and E,
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Planners (Henry G.) Artillery, See Branch Artillery, ante.

Fleming’s (James) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 28th Eegiment.

Flowerree’^s (Charles C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 7th Eegiment.

Fluvanna Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Folk’s (George N.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Eegiment.

Follett’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Eegnlars, 4th Eegiment, Bat-

tery D.

Fontaine’s (Clement R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 57th Eegiment.

Forney’s (William H.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 10th Eegiment.

Forno’s (Henry) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 5th Eegiment.

Forsyth’s (Charles) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 3d Eegiment.

Foster’s (Albert H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25th Eegiment.

Frankie’s (Jones) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Eegiment.

Frederick’s (James D.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Battalion.

Fredericksburg Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Freeman’s (John S.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 8th Eegiment.

Pry’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Orange Artillery, post.

Fuller’s (Nehemiah P.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Eegiment,

Battery B.
,

Funk’s (John H. S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Eegiment.

Funsten’s (Oliver R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 11th Eegiment.

Gallaway’s (Thomas S., jr.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 22d

Eegiment.

Gantt’s (Henry) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Eegiment.

Garber’s (Asher W.) Artillery. See Staunton Artillery, post.

Garden’s (Hugh R.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery No. 2, post.

Gardner’s (George W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 24th Eegiment.

Garrard’s (Jeptha) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Eegiment.

Garrett’.s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5th Eegi-

ment.

Garrison’s (Henry C.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 1st Eegiment.

Garvin’s (Edwin L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Eegulars, 1st Eegiment, Batteries

U and I.

Gates’ (Theodore B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 80th Eegiment.

George’s (Newton J.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 1st Eegiment, F. A.

Gholston’s (James S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 16th Eegiment.

Gibson’s (Aurelius W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 45th Eegiment.

Gibson’s (John C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 49th Eegiment.

Gibson’s (William) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 48th Eegiment.

Giles’ (James) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 29th Eegiment.

Gilmer’s (John A., jr.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 27th Eegi-

ment.

Gist’s (Moses B.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 4th Eegiment.

Glenn’s (Luther J.) Infantry. See Cobb’s Legion, ante.

Glenn’s (R. H.) Infantry. See South Carolma Troops, 18th Eegiment.

Godwin’s (Archibald C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 57th

Eegiment.

Goggans’ (Elijah J.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Eegiment.

Goldsmith’s (Washington L.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 14th Eegiment.

Gooding’s (John J.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 11th Eegiment.

Goodwin’s (Samuel G.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 6th Eegiment.

Gordon’s (William B.) Infantry. See South Carolina T'roops, 25th Eegiment.

Graham’s (Archibald) Artillery. See Eockbridge Artillery, post.

Graham’s (Edward) Artillery. See Petersburg Artillery, post.

Graham’s (William W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 104th Eegiment.
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Grandy’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See Norfolk Blues, Artillery, post.

Granger’s (Henry H.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 10th Battery,

Gray’s (Patrick) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 62d Begiment.

Gray’s (Robert J.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 9th Begiment.

Greeley’s (Edwin S.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Begiment.

Green’s (Charles A.) Artillery. See Louisiana Guard, Artillery
,
post.

Greer’s (William A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Battalion.

Gregg’s (Theodore) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 45th Begiment.

Griffin’s (Charles B.) Artillery. See Salem Artillery, post.

Griffin’s (Joel R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 8th Begiment; also 62d Begiment.

Griffin’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 18th Begiment.

Griggs’ (George K.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 38th Begiment.

Grimes’ (Bryan) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Begiment.

Grindlay’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 146th Begiment.

Groner’s (Virginius D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 61st Begiment.

Grubb’s (E. Burd) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 37th Begiment.

Guest’s (Adolphus A.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 2d Begiment.

Hagood’s (James R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Begiment, Volunteers.

Haines’ (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Begiment.

Hall’s (Josephus M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 5th Begiment.

Hall’s (Matthew R.) Infantry. See Georgia Trooxm, 48th Begiment.

Hall’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Begulars, 1st Begiment, Battery B.

Hall’s (William C. J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 2Sd Begiment.

Ham’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Begiment.

Hamilton’s (Daniel H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Begiment, P. A.

Hamilton’s (Isaac T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 110th Begiment.

Hamilton’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Phillips Legion, post.

Hamlin’s (James H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 145th Begiment.

Hamlink’s (Derrick F.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Begimmit, Bat-

tery D.

Hampden Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops.

Hancock’s (John M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Bat-

talion.

Hardaway Artillery. See William B. Hurt’s Artillery, post.

Harding’s (Henry) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 61st Begiment.

Hardwick’s (William M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 48ih Begiment.

Hardwicke’s (William W.) Artillery. See Lee Ai'tillery, post.

Harman’s (Asher W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 12th Begiment.

Harney’s (George) Infantry. See New York Troops, 147th Begiment.

Harrill’s (Lawson) Infantry. See North Carolina Troo^JS, Confederate, 56th Begiment.'

Harriman’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 37th Begiment.

Harris’ (James G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th Begiment.

Harris’ (John L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 24th Begiment.

Harris’ (William T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Begiment.

Harrison’s (Archibald T.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 30th Begi-

ment.

Harrison’s (Julian) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Begiment.

Harrison’s (Randolph) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 34th Begiment.

Harrower’s (Henry G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 86th Begiment.

Hart’s (James F.) Artillery. See Washington (S. C.) Artillery, post.

Hart’s (Patrick) Artillery. See New York Troops, 15th Battery.

Harwood’s (Franklin) Engineers. See Union Troops, Begulars.

Haynes’ (Charles L.) Infantry. Sec Virginia Troops, Confederate, 27th Begiment.

Haywood’s (Edward G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 7th

Begiment.
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Hazley’s (James) Infantry. See Xew York Trooj)s, 89th Begiment.

Heald’s (John A.) Cavalry. See Maine Trooi)S, 1st Beyiment.

Healy’s (Virgil M.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, Sih Beyiment.

HefFron’s (Henry G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 79ih Beyiment.

Heggart’s (Robert) Infantry. See New York Troops, 164th Beyiment.

Henagan’.s (John W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 8th Begiment.

Henderson’.? (William) Engineers. See New York Troops, 15th Begiment.

Henry’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 140th Beyiment.

Hensley’s (James O.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Bat-

talion.

Herbert’s (Arthur) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 17th Beyiment.

Herbert’s (James R.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Beyiment.

Higginbotham’s (John C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Begi-

ment.

Hill’s (Lewis H.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 61st Begiment.

Hindes’ (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Beyiment.

Hitchcock’s (George H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 132d Beyiment.

Hobson’s (Owen H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Hodges’ (Wesley C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 17th Beyiment.

Hoffman’s (John S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 31st Beyiment.

Hoge’s (Edward F.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 9th Beyiment.

Hogg’s (George) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 2d Beyiment.

Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops.

Holleyman’s (John V/.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 5th Begiment.

Holliday’s (Frederick W. M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 33d Begi-

ment.

Hollis’ (Abijah) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 56th Begiment.

Holman’s (John H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Begiment.

Holmes’ (Joseph W.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Begiment.

Holt’s (Willis C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Beyiment.

Hood’s (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion (Oper-

atives).

Hooks’ (Boaz F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion,

Senior Beserves.

See Florida Troops, 10th Begiment.

See Michigan Troops, 1st Beyiment.

See New York Troops, 10th Begimen t.

See Massachusetts Troops, 58th Beyiment.

Hough’s (John S.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Begiment.

Howard’s ('William A.) Heavy Artillery. See Wea; York Troops, 13th Beyiment.

Howell’s (John H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Begiment, Battery M.
Howie’s (Sandford G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 35th Begi-

ment.

Hubbard’s (Stephen L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Begulars, 4th Begiment, Bat-

tery L.

Hudson’s (Joshua H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 26th Begwient.

Hueston’s (Edgar J.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 111th Begiment.

Huger Artillery. See Joseph 1). Mooreds Artillery, post.

Huggins’ (James H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 23d Begiment.

Hughes’ (Chester K.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 143d Begiment.

Hughs’ (John M.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 25th Begiment.

Huguley’s (George W.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 59th Beyiment.

Hunt’s (Horatio N.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 64th Begiment.

Hurt’s (William B.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops.

Hutchins’ (Nathan L.,jr.) Sharpshooters. See Georgia Troops, 3d Battalion.

Hopkins’ (Charles F.) Infantry.

Hopper’s (George C.) Infantry.

Hopper’s (George F.) Infantry.

Horton’s (Everett S.) Infantry.
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Hyman’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Eegu
ment.

Ingraham’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 14th Regiment.

Irvin’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 106th Regiment.

Irvin’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 149th Regiment.

Irwin Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post, Battery C.

Ives’ (Lucius H.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 26th Regiment.

Jack’s (John T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 56th Regiment.

James’ (Martin S.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 3d Regiment, Bat-

tery C.

Jameson’s (Thorndike C.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st

Regiment, Colored.

Jardine’s (George) Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops.

Jarvis’ (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, Re-

serves.

Jayne’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 48th Regiment.

Jeff. Davis Artillery. See Alabama Troops.

Jeff. Davis Legion, Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops.

Jeffords’ (Robert J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Regiment.

Jennett’s (James L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 59th Regiment.

Johannes’ (John G.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 8th Regiment.

Johnson’s (J. M.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, 1st Battalion.

Johnson’s (John A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 28th Regiment.

Johnson’s (Marmaduke) Artillery. See Valentine J. Clutter’s Artillery, ante.

Johnson’s (Philip) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 2d Regiment.

Johnston’s (Charles F.) Artillery. See Albemarle Artillery, ante.

Jolly’s (John J.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 43d Regiment.

Jones’ (Edward J.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 11th Battery.

Jones’ (Enoch) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery C.

Jones’ (George H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 22d Regiment.

Jones’ (George S.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Battalion.

Jones’ (George W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 150th Regiment.

Jones’ (Josiah N.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 32d Regiment.

Jones’ (Lorraine F.) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, post, 2d Company.

Jordan’s (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 49th Regiment.

Jordan’s (John V.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment.

Jourdan’s (James) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 158th Regiment.

Judson’s (Amos M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 83d Regiment.

Kenan’s (Thomas S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 43d Regi-

ment.

Kennedy’s (John D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment.

Kerr’s (Robert M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 12th Regiment.

Kerr’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Regiment.

Kerwin’s (Michael) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Regiment.

Kesselmark’s (John M.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 46th Regiment.

Kester’s (John W.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment.

Ketchum’s (William A.) Engineers. See Aetc York Troops, 15th Regiment.

Key’s (John C. G.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 4th Regiment.

Kiddoo’s (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 22d Regiment.

King’s (J. Horace) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 9th Regiment.

King’s (Robert G.) Infantry. See Purnell Legion, post.

King William Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Kinsey’s (Neri B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 190th Regiment.

Kirby’s (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 47th, Regiment.

Kirkpatrick’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Amherst Artillery, ante.
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Kitching’s (J. Howard) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment.

Kleckner’s (Cliarles) Infantry. See Pennsglvania Troops, ISdth Regiment.

Klein's (Daniel) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 6i1i Regiment.

Kleinz's (Cliristoi)her) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment.

Knowles’ (Oliver B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 21st Regiment.

Korte’s (Frederick) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment, Bat-

tery M.
Kreutzer’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 98th Regiment.

Lamar’s (John H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Gist Regiment.

Lamar’s (Thomas B.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 5th Regiment.

Lamb’s (William) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d

Regiment.

Lane’s (John R.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2Gth Regiment.

Lang’s (David) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 8th Regiment.

Lang’s (Nathaniel) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 121st Regiment.

Langdon’s (Loomis L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Bat-

tery M.
Langhorne’s (Maurice S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 11th Regi-

ment.

Langley’s (Frank H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment.

Lankford’s (William C.) Infantry. See North. Carolina Troops, Confederate, 47th

Regiment.

Lansing’s (Jacob H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 86th Regiment.

Larkin’s (James E.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 5th Regiment.

Lee Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Lee's (Edgar J.) Artillery. See Montgomery True Blues, Artillery, post.

Lee’s (John C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment.

Lee’s (John D.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment.

Lee’s (Richard H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Battery.

Lentz’s (John D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 91st Regiment.

Lesesne’s (Henry FI.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 23d Regiment.

Lester’s (Richard P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 14th Regiment.

Lester’s (William) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 13th Regiment.

Letcher Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Lewellen’s (J. Richard) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment.

Lewis’ (George W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Lewis’ (John S.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 16th Regiment.

Lewis’ (John W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Lewis’ (Wellington M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 89th Regiment.

Lightfoot’s (James N.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Gth Regiment.

Little’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 11th Regiment.

Locke’s (Arthur C.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 11th Regiment.

Lofton’s (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 6th Regiment.

Loomis’ (Adgate L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 31st Regiment.

Lord’s (Newton B.) Cavalry, ^ee New York Troops, 20th Regiment.

Louisiana Guard, Artillery. See Louisiana Troops.

Love’s (Andrew P.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, 4th Battalion.

Love’s (Matthew N.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 25th Regi-

ment.

Lowrance’s (William L. J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 24th

Regiment.

Lowry’s (William B.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 11th Regiment.

Lowther’s (Alexander A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 15th Regiment.

Lucas’ (J. Jonathan) Heavy Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, 15th Battalion.

Ludlow’s (Israel) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery A.
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Liiniiig’s (Adolpli) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 10th Regiment.

McArthur^'3 (William M.) Infantry, See Maine Troops, 8th Regiment. •

McCallum’s (Alexander) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Regiment.

McChesney's (Joseph M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regi-

i ment.

McClung^s (Francis B.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, 1st Battalion.

McComb’s (William) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 14th Regiment.

McCormic’s (James L.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate,

3d Regiment; also 1st Battalion.

McCreary’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, P. A.

McCulloch Rangers. See Louisiana Troops.

McCullohs’ (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 35th RegimenU

McDonald’s (Alexander J.) Artillery. See Uriion Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment,

Battery F.

McElvany’s (James T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 35th Regiment.

McFarlan’s (James E.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment.

McGill’s (John W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 18th Regi-

ment.

McGlashan’s (Peter) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 50th Regiment.

McGregor’s (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

McIntyre’s (Martin V.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Battery.

Mclvor’s (James P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 170th Regiment.

McKethan’s (Hector) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 51st Regi-

ment.

McKnight’s (George F.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 12th Battery.

McLain’s (Alexander S.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Battery.

McMahon’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 94th Regiment.

McMaster’s (Fitz William) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 17th Regiment.

McNeill’s (James H.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 5th Regi-

ment.

Macon Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Macon’s (Miles C.) Artillery, See Riehmond Fayette Artillery, post.

Madison Artillery. See Louisiana Troops.

Madison Light Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Mahon’s (James D.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment.

Majtheny’s (Theodore) Cavalry. See Lndiana Troops, 1st Regiment.

Manlove’s (Thomas B.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 12th and 48th Regiments.

Manly’s (Basil C.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment,

Battery A.

Mann’s (Daniel P.) Cavalry. See Oneida Cavalry, post.

Manning’s (Van H.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 3d Regiment.

Mapes’ (William H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment {Mounted Rifles).

Marshall’s (William C.) Artillery. See Fauquier Artillery, ante.

Martin’s (John M.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 9th Regiment.

Martin’s (Robert D.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 4th Regiment.

Martin’s (S. Taylor) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Martin’s (William J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 11th Regi-

ment.

Marye’s (Edward A.) Artillery. See Frederiekshurg Artillery, ante.,

Massie’s (John L.) Artillery. See Fluvanna Artillery, ante.

Mathews’ (James D.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 38th Regiment.

Matthewson’s (Angell) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E.

Maurin’s (Victor) Artillery. See Bonaldsonville Artillery, ante.

Maury’s (Richard L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 24th Regiment.

Mayer’s (Edelmiro) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 8th Regiment.
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Mayo’s (Ezekiel R.) Artillery. See Maine Troojis, 3d Battery.

Mayo’s (Joseph, jr.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

Mayo’s (Robert M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 47t1i Regiment.

Meikel’s (George W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 30th Regiment; also Union

Troops, 3d Regiment, Sharpshooters.

Mercer’s (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 31st Regiment.

Mercer’s (Lawrence) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Slst Regiment,

Merrill’s (Charles B.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 17th Regiment.

Merrill’s (Simeon H.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 11th Regiment.

Milledge’s (John, jr.) Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Milieu’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 30th Battalion.

Miller’s (Benjamin T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi-

ment, Batteries G and IT.

Miller’s (George McD.) . . try. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, Rifles.

Miller’s (John O.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment,

Battery E.

Miller’s (Lovick P.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment.

Miller’s (William C.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B.

Milton’s (Richard S.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 9th Battery.

Minetree’s (Joseph P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 41st Regiment.

Mink’s (Charles E.) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H.

Mobley’s (Edward M.*) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Uriion, 7th Regiment.

Moffett’s (Charles J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 3d Battalion.

Monaghan’s (William) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 6th Regiment.

Montague’s (Edgar B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 33d Regiment.

Montgomery True Blues, Artillery. See Alabama Troops.

Moody’s (Daniel N.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 31st Regiment.

Moody’s (George V.) Artillery. See Madison Artillery, ante.

Moore’s (John W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 303d Regiment.

Moore’s (Joseph D.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Moore’s (Roger) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

Moore’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 14ih Regiment.

Moore’s (Walter R.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 3d Regiment.

Moran’s (James) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment, Bat-

tery D.

Morris Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Morris’ (Louis M.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 6th Regiment.

Morris’ (P. A. S.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, 7th Regiment.

Morrison’s (Emmett M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 15th Regiment.

Morrison’s (Joseph J.) Heavy Artillery. See New Yorlc Troops, 16th Regiment.

Morrow’s (Thomas G.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 5th Regiment.

Mosby’s (Robert G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 59th Regiment.

Mounger’s (John C. L.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 9th Regiment.

Mudgett’s (Isaac N.) Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, Isi Company.

Munford’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

Murchison’s (Keunetli M.) Infantry. Sea North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 54th

Regiment.

Murphy’s (Joseph M.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment

Murphy’s (Murtba) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69th Regiment.

Murray’s (John B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 14Sth Regiment.

Myers’ (Ezekiel) Artillery. Sec Rowan Artillery, post.

Myrick’s (John R.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery E.

iNadenbousch’s (John Q. A.) Infantry. Sec Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Regi.

ment.

Naegely’s (Henry) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment.



1326 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. [Chap. LIV.

Naval Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Battalion, Local

Defense.

NeaFs (James H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment.

Neblett Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Neeper’s (William B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 57th Regiment.

Nelson Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Nelson’s (Andrew M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 42d Regiment.

Nelson’s (George S.) Infantry. See Massachnsetts Troops, 39th Regiment.

Nethercutt’s (John H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 66lh

Regiment.

Newberry’s (Walter C.) Cavalry. See Neiv York Troops, 24th Regiment.

New York 1st Mounted Rifles. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment, Cavalry.

New York 20th Militia, Infantry. See New York Troojys, 80th Regiment.

New York 69th National Guard, Artillery. See York Troops, 182d Regiment,

Infantry.

Nichols’ (George F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 118th Regiment.

Norfolk Blues, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

North Carolina 10th Regiment.

ment, Artillery.

North Carolina 36th Regiment,

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi-

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regi-

ment, Heavy Artillery.

North Carolina 40th Regiment.

merit. Heavy Artillery.

Oakman’s (Hiram A.) Infantry.

O’Brien’s (Alfred G.) Infantry.

See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regi-

See Union Troops, Colored, 30th Regiment.

See Mississippi Troops, 13th Regiment.

Oneida Cavalry. See New York Troops.

O’Neill’s (Henry) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 118tli Regiment.

O’Neill’s (John B. G.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 2d Regiment.

Orange Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Orr’s (James L.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regimsnt, Rifles.

Orr’s (William) Infantry. See Indiana Ti'oops, 19th Regiment.

Orwig’s (Thomas G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E.

Otey Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Otis’ (Elwell S.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 140th Regiment.

Overton’s (Edward, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 50th Regiment.

Owen’s (Thomas H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment.

Owens’ (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troopts, Confederate, 53d Regi-

ment.

Pacetty’s ( J. Anthony) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 8th Regiment.

Palmetto Artillery No. 2. See South Carolina Troops.

Palmetto Sharpshooters, Infantry. See South Carolina Troops.

Parham’s (William A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 41st Regiment.

Paris’ (Andrew B.) Artillery. See Staunton Hill Artillery, post.

Park’s (Wisner) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 40th Regiment.

Parker’s (Francis M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 30th Regi-

ment.

Parker’s (William W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Parks’ (Marcus A.) Infantry, ^ee North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment.

Parsons’ (Augustin N.) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Battery.

Patterson’s (Edmund Y.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 88ih Regiment.

Patterson’s (George M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post. Battery B.

Patterson’s (Joah N.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 2d Regiment.

Patton’s (Alexander G.) Cavalry. See York Troops, 7th Regiment.

Payne’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment,

Pearson’s (Alfred L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 155th Regiment,
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Peekes (William R.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 9th Regiment.

Peebles’ (William H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 44th Regiment.

Pee Dee Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Pegram’s (Richard G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Pendleton’s (Edmund) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 15th Regiment.

Pendleton’s (Samuel H.) Artillery. See Morris Artillery, ante.

Pendrell’s (William) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, Bat-

teries A and LI.

Penick’s (Nathan) Artillery. See John W. Lewis’ Artillery, ante.

Penn’s (Davidson B.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 7th Regiment.

Pennington’s (Alexander C. M.,jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d

Regiment, Battery M.
Pennypacker’s (Galusha) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 97th Regiment.

Pentecost’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 100th Regiment.

Perkins’ (Henry S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment.

Perkins’ (.Joseph G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 19th Regiment.

Perrin’s (Abner) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 14th Regiment.

Perry’s (William F.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 44th Regiment.

Petersburg Artillery. See Virgmia Troops, Confederate.

Pettes’ (William H.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 50th Regiment.

Phillips’ (James J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment.

Phillips’ (Jefferson C.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 13th Regiment.

Phillips Legion. See Georgia Troops.

Phipps’ (Richard W.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 19th Regwient.

Pickens’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 12th Regimerit.

Pickering’s (John, jr.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 13th Unattached

Company.

Pierce’s (Francis E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 108th Regiment.

Pierce’s (Henry H.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Bat-

tery C.

Pinckard’s (Lucius) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 14th Regiment.

Pincus’ (Simon) Infantry. See Nmv York Troops, 66th Regiment.

Pitt’s (Franklin G.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 16th Bat-

talion.

Poague’s (William T.) Artillery. See Rockbridge Artillery
,
post.

Poindexter’s (George) Artillery. See Madison Ariillery, ante.

Pond’s (Francis B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 62d Regiment.

Poor’s (Walter S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.

Powell’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 10th Regiment.

Powell’s (Robert M.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 5th Regiment.

Powhatan Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Pratt’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 36th Regiment.

PresideJit’s Guards, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Battalion.

Pruyn’s (Minott A.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment.

Pulaski Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Pulford’s (John) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 5th Regiment.

Purcell Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Purnell Legion, Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union.

Purnell Legion, Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union.

Ramsey’s (David M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment.

Rand’s (Arnold A.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment.

Randall’s (George M.) Heavy Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 14th Regiment.

Randlett’s (James F.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 3d Regiment.

Randolph’s (John F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 126th Regiment.
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Rankin’s (YvTlliam S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 21st Begi-

ment.

Ransom’s (Alfred) Artillery. See Nexv YorTc Troops, 23d Battery.

Ranlston’s (John B.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 81st Regiment.

Raymond’s (John W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment.

Read’s (Walter A.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 4th Regiment.

Reece’s (John, M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th and Sih

Battalions, Junior Reserves.

Reese’s (William J.) Artillery. See Jeff. Davis Artillery, ante.

Reichard’s (Francis H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 188th Regiment.

Reynolds’ (Albert) Infantry. See New York Troogjs, 125th Regiment.

Reynolds’ (Arthur E.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 26th Regiment.

Reynolds’ (Reuben O.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 11th Regiment.

Rhodes’ (William B.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E.

Rice’s (Edmund) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troogm, 1.9th and 20th Regiments.

Rice’s (R. Sidney) Artillery. See Danville Artillery, ante.

Rice’s (William G.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Battalion.

Rich’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Phillips Legion, ante.

Richards’ (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Madison Light Artillery, ante.

Richardson’s (J. B.) Artillery. See JJ^ashington Artillery Battalion, post, 2d Bat-

tery.

Richardson’s (John) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment.

Richardson’s (Lester I.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D.

Richmond City Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Bat-

talion.

Richmond City Home Guards. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Richmond Fayette Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Richmond Howitzers, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Ricketts’ (R. Brnce) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F.

Riggs’ (William J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery H.

Ringgold Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Rion’s (Janies H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Battalion.

Ripley’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment.

Rivers’ (Charles C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, llih Regiment.

Roberts’ (Joseph) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment.

Roberts’ (William P.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Regi-

ment.

Robertson’s (James T.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, Rifles.

Robison’s (John K.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 16th Regiment.

Rockbridge Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Rockbridge Artillery No. 2. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Rockwell’s (Alfred P.) Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Battery.

Roder’s (John W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery K.

Roemer’s (Jacob) Artillery. See New York Troops, 34th Battery.

Rogers’ (Edward W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 19ih Battery.

Rogers’ (Embre) Infantry. See New York Troops, 139th Regiment.

Rogers’ (George T.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment.

Rogers’ (Robert E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B.

Ross’ (Hugh M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post. Battery A.

Ross’ (John R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania 2'roops, 84th Regiment.

Rowan Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Royston’s (Young L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 8th Regiment.

Russell’s (Charles S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 28th Regiment.

Rutherford’s (William D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment.

Rutledge’s (B. Huger) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 4th Regiment.
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Ryerson’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 59th Regiment.

Salem Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Salter’s (Samuel) Infantry. See AlaT)ama Troops, 23d Battalion, Sharpshooters.

Sampson Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Sampson’s (Orange S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 21st Regiment.

Sanders’ (C. C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 24th Regiment.

Sanford’s (John W. A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 60th Regiment.

Sanger’s (Joseph P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery D.

Saunders’ (William L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 46th

Regiment.

Savage’s (James W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment.

Scheu’s (Jacob) Infantry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment.

Schoonover’s (John) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 11th Regiment.

Schreyer’s (Philij) H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 53d Regiment.

Scott’s (William W.) Infantry. See Florida Troops, 10th Regiment.

Sellers’ (Eli G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 91st Regiment.

Serrell’s (Edward W.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment.

Seymour’s (Frank) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment, Bat-

tery L.

Shatswell’s (Nathaniel) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment.

Shaw’s (James, jr.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment.

Shaw’s (William H.) Infantry. See Netv York Troops, 115th Regiment.

Sheafer’s (Henry J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 107th Regiment.

Shearer’s (John C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 55th Regiment.

Shepard’s (Samuel G.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, 7th Regiment.

Shields’ (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion.

Shivers’ (William R.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 1st Regiment.

Shurtleff’s (Giles W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 5th Regiment.

Sickel’s (Horatio G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 198th Regiment.

Silvis’ (George W.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery D.

Simms’ (James P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 53d Regiment.

Simpson’s (Thomas) Artillery. See Rhode Isl<ind Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F.

Singeltary’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 44th

Regiment.

Skinner’s (Frederick G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment.

Skinner’s (James H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 52d Regiment.

Slaten’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Macon Artillery, ante.

Slaughter’s (Philips P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment.

Sleeper’s ( J. Henry) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 10th Battery.

Slosson’s (Henry Y.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment.

Smith’s (Benjamin H., jr.) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, ante, 3d Company.

Smith’s (John D.) Artillery, See Bedford Artillery, ante.

Smith’s (John F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 112th Regiment.

Smith’s (John Holmes) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 11th Regiment.

Smith’s (Norinand) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment.

Smith’s (Samuel N.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment.

Smith’s (Thomas R.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 42d Regiment.

Southerland’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st

Regiment, Battery I.

Southside Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Spalter’s (Frank J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 4th Regiment.

Spaulding’s (Ira) Engineers. See Neiv York Troops, 50th Regiment.

Spaulding’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 19th Regiment.

Spear’s (Ellis) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 20th Regiment.
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Spear’s (Joseph E.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 5th (E) Battery.

Speeds (William H. A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 28th Reg-

iment.

Spencer’s (William H.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate.

Splaine’s (Henry) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment.

Sprague’s (Augustus B. R.) Heavy Artillery. Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regi-

ment, 3d Battalion.

Stafford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Stanfield’s (William B.) Artillery. See Nelson Artillery, ante.

Stanhope’s (Philip W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment.

Stansel’s (Martin L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 41st Regiment.

Starr’s (Joseph B.) Artillery. See North Carolina TroojJS, Confederate, 13th Bat-

talion.

Start’s (Romeo H.) Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 3d Battery.

Staunton Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Staunton Hill Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Stearns’ (Ozora P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 39th Regiment.

Stedman’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 44th

Regiment.

Steedman’s (JohnM.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment.

Stevens’ (Atherton H., jr.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment.

Stewart’s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery B.

Stewart’s (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 61st Regiment.

Stiles’ (William 11., sr.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 60th Regiment.

Stitt’s (William) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A.

Stone’s (Henry M.) Artillery. See A’eir Yorh Troops, 3d Regiment.

Stone’s (John M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 2d Regiment.

Stowe’s (Samuel N.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 28th Regi-

ment.

Stowe’s (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate,. 16th Regi-

ment.

Strange’s (James W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 2d Battal-

ion, Local Defense.

Stratton’s (Franklin A.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, lltli Regiment.

Street’s (Napoleon B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 26th Regiment.

Strong’s (Thomas J.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment.

Stubbs’ (Charles E.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 2d Battery.

Sturdivant’s (N. A) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Sudborough’s (Joseph A.) Infantry, ^eo Michigan Troops, 17th Regiment.

Sullivan’s (J. E.) Artillery. Hampden Artillery, ante.

Sumner’s (Edwin V.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment.

Sumter Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Swain’s (John L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment.

Talbot’s (Thomas H.) Heavy Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment.

Taliaferro’s (Alexander G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 23d Regi-

ment.

Taliaferro’s (V. H) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, 7th Regiment.

Tanner’s (William A.) Artillery. See Courtney Artillery, ante.

Tappen’s (John R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 72d and 120th Regiments.

Tayloe’s (Edward P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 22d Battalion.

Tayloe’s (George E.) Izifantry. See Alal)ama Troops, lltli Regiment.

Taylor’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.

Taylor’s (John P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment.

Taylor’s (Osmond B.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Terrill’s (James B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 13th Regiment.



Chap. LIV.] ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED. 1331

Terry’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment.

Tew’s (George W.) Heavy Artillery, Rhode Island Trooxis, 5th Regiment.

Thaxter’s (Sidney W.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment.

Thomas’ (Albert F.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 2d Battery.

Thomas’ (George W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 22d Regiment.

Thomas’ (Oliver G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Union, 1st Company.

Thomas’ (R. W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 55th Regiment,

Thompson’s (Augustus) Infantry. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 9th Regiment,

Thompson’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 152d Regiment,

Thompson’s (Lawrence H. ) Infantry. See Neie York Troops, 73d Regiment,

Thompson’s (Thomas C.) Infantry, New Jersey Troops, 7th Regiment.

Thruston’s (Stephen D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Tvoops, Confederate, 3d RegU
ment.

Tilden’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 16th Regiment.

Timberlake’s (John C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troojw, Co7ifederate, 53d Regiment,

Tinen’s (Patrick S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 69th Regiment.

Tippin’s (Andrew H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 68th Regiment.

Toon’s (Thomas F.) Infantry. See No7'th Carolina Troops, Confederate, 20th Regi-

ment.

Torrance’s (David) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 29th Regiment (Colored),

Torsch’s (John W.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.

Towers’ (John R.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 8th Regiment,

Tredegar Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Battalion, Lo-

cal Defense.

Trigg’s (Robert C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 54th Regiment,

Tripp’s (Willard D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 29th Regiment,

Troup Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Tulloch’s (Ebenezer C.) Infantry. See Michiga^i Troops, 2d Regiment,

Twitchell’s (Adelbert B.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 7th Battery.

Tyler’s (Casper W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 141st Regiment,

Upham’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment.

Utterback’s (Addison W.) Artillery. See Brooke A^'tillery, ante.

Vandeventer’s (Alexander S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 50th

Regiment.

Vande Wiele’s (John B.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment.

Van Hook’s (John C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 50th Regi-

ment.

Van Reed’s (William E.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment,

Battery D.

Voris’ (Alvin C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 67th Regiment.

Vosper’s (Richard) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 27th Regiment.

Waddell’s (James D.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Regiment.

Waggaman’s (Eugene) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 10th Regiment.

Walcott’s (Aaron F.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d (C) Battei'y.

Wales’ (John P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 17th Regiment.

Walker’s (David N.) Artillery. See Otey Artillery, ante.

Walker’s (Edward J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 3d Regiment.

Walker’s (Joseph) Infantry. See Palmetto Sharpshooters, ante.

Walkup’s (Samuel H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 48th Regi-

ment.

Waller’s (Thomas) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment.

Walsh’s (Edward D.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, Ist Regi-

ment.

Walsh’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment.
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Waring’s (J. Fred.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 20tli Battalion; also Jeff. Davis

Legion, ante.

Warner’s (Clement E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 36th Regiment.

Warren’s (Edward T. H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, lOth Regi-

ment.

Warren’s (Horatio N.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 142d Regiment.

Warren’s (Zenas C.) Artillery. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 6th Battery.

Washburn’s (Francis) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 4th Regiment.

Washington Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Washington Artillery Battalion. See Louisiana Troops.

Watts’ (Alexander) Infantry. See New York Troops, 63d Regiment.

Watts’ (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 28th Regiment.

Weaver’s (David J.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.

Weaver’s (Hanson E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 8th Regiment.

Weaver’s (James F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 148th Regiment.

Webb’s (Lewis H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat-

talion, Battery A.

Webb’s (Robert F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Regi-

ment.

Weems’ (Walter H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 64tli Regiment.

Weisiger’s (David A.) Infantry. See Virgmia Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment.

Weiss’ (Julius A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment.

Welch’s (Norval E.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 16th Regiment.

Welsh’s (Merit C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 7th Regiment.

Weltner’s (Johu R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 116th Regiment.

Weygant’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 124th Regiment.

Wharton’s (E. L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 47th Regiment.

Wharton’s (Rufus W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 67th Regi-

ment; also 1st Battalion, Sharpshooters.

Wheeler’s (Alger M.) Artillery. See New York Troox)S, 33d Battery.

Wheeler’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment.

Wheelock’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 97th Regiment.

Whipple’s (Lewis T.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 39th Regiment.

Whistler’s (Joseph N. G.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment.

White’s (Charles W.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 4th Battery.

White’s (David B.) Infantry.’^ See Maryland Troops, Union, 5th Regiment.

White’s (Elijah V.) Cavalry. See Virginia Trooxjs, Confederate, 35th Battalion.

White’s (John H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 46th Regiment.

White’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment.

Whitehead’s Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Bat-

tery B.

Whitehead’s (Richard O.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regi-

ment.

Whitman’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 51st Regiment.

Whitted’s (Walter A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 55th Regi-

ment.

Wicks’ (Jay M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment.

Wiedrich’s (Michael) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment.

Wiggins’ (A. M. G.) Artillery. See Georgia. Troops, 62d Regiment, Cavalry.

Wildey’s (Henry Y.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E.

Williams’ (Arthur B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi-

ment, Batterj C.

Williams’ (Jesse M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 2d Regiment.

Williams’ (Titus V.) Infantry. See Virginia Troojm, Confederate, 37th Regiment.

TcmpCrarily connuaiidiiig.
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Willis’ (Edward) Infantry. See Georgia Troopn, Wh Regiment.

Wilson’s (John W.) Infantry, ^ee Margland Troops, Union, 1st Reginient.

Wilson’s (R. E.) Sharpshooters. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, let Bat-

talion.

Wingfield’s (John T.) Artillery. See /Sumter Artillery, ante. Battery C.

Wingfield’s (William L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, ;28th Regi-

ment

.

Winn’s (Charles A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 58th Regiment.

Winthrop’s (Frederick) Infantry. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment (Veteran).

Wise’s (Peyton) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4Gth Regiment.

Witcher’s (William A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 21sl Regiment.

Withers’ (Robert W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42d Regiment.

Woerner’s (Christian) Artillery. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 3d Battery.

Woodall’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment.

Woodruff’s (A. B.) Cavalry. Hee Holcomhe Legion
,

ante.

Woolfolk’s (James) Artillery. See Ashland Artillery, ante.

Wortham’s (George) Infantry. See North Carolma Troops, Confederate, 50th Regi-

ment.

Wright’s (Charles J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 29th Regiment.

Wright’s (Gilbert J.) Cavalry. See CoWs Legion, ante.

Wright’s (James K.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 3d Regiment. .

Wright’s (Joseph W. B.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 14th Battery.

Wright’s (Samuel T.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Wyatt’s (James W.) Artillery, Albemarle Artillery, ante. v

Wynn’s (James M.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 15th Bat-

talion.

Yarborough’s (William H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 15th

Regiment.

York’s (Zebulon) Infantry, i^ee Louisiana Troops, 14th Regiment.

Young’s (Edward R.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Young’s (Wilton L.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 10th

Battalion.

Zent’s (Samuel M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 13th Regiment.
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Agurs, J. L. Mentioned 1250

Aiken, Hugh K. Mentioned 1219

Aiken, James. Mentioned 1218,1274,1309

Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light

—

Batteries: Hurt’s, 1221; Jeff. Davis, 1221; Montgomery-
True Blues, 1226.

Cavalry

—

Battalions: 4th, 656, 1219, 1310.

Infantry

—

Battalions: 5th, 1030,1041,1214,1219,1243
;
23d Sharpshooters,

1166, 1227, 1311. Regiments

:

3d, 1217
;
4th, 34, 36. 159, 683, 1215 ;

5th, 6th,

1217
;
8th, 126, 127, 421, 628, 698, 1217

;
9th, 684, 988, 1175, 1183, 1217

;
10th,

988,1217; 11th, 84, 1217; 12th, 1217; 13th, 169, 1218, 1273, 1274, 1309;

14th, 329, 978, 979, 1217
;
15th, 159, 746, 1215 ;

41st, 1166, 1227, 1311
;
43d,

899,1166,1227,1311; 44th, 159, 334, 1215; 47th, 159, 1215; 48th, 159,198,

1215; 59th, 1065,1166,1227,1311; 60th, 1065, 1166, 1213, 1227,1238,1311;

61st, 1217.

Alden, Alonzo. Mentioned 620

Alexander, E. Porter. Mentioned 1183, 1184, 1208, 1214, 1220, 1243

Allen, David A. Mentioned 612

Allen, John M. Mentioned 1247

Allen, Richard J. Mentioned 624

Allensworth, A. J. Mentioned 1251

Allis, James A. Mentioned 586

Allison, W. B. Mentioned 1311
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Page
Ames, Adelbert.

Correspondence with

Birney, David B 515, 516

Ord, Edward O. C 25, 51, 94, 240, 388, 417, 515

Mentioned 16, 25, 59, 94, 193,

365, 387, 457, 500-504, 506-510, 514, 515, 535, 538-540, 554, 555, 599, 621, 892

Ames, John W. Mentioned 38,622

Ames, Nelson. Mentioned 614, 722

Amory, Thomas J. C.

Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer 731

Mentioned 623

Amsden, Frederick J.

Correspondence with Theodore F. Patterson 589

Mentioned 589, 1027, 1112

Anderson, Archer. Mentioned 1157, 1205

Anderson, Charles L. Mentioned 616

Anderson, Edward C., jr.

Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1177

Mentioned 1177, 1219, 1310

Anderson, George T.

Correspondence with

Field, Charles W 1156

Lee, Robert E 1193

Mentioned 35,

86, 159, 195, 473, 484, 520, 521, 543, 567, 628, 630, 657, 899, 998, 1049, 1215

Anderson, James L. Mentioned 621

Anderson, John H. Mentioned 1226

Anderson, Joseph R. Mentioned 882

Anderson, Richard H.
Correspondence with

Field, Charles W r 1156

Lee, Robert E 1170,1298

Mentioned 86,

249, 330, 1144, 1156, 1171, 1172, 1213, 1214, 1243, 1257, 1271, 1290, 1303, 1306

Anderson, Robert M. Mentioned 1220

Andrew, John A. Mentioned 697

Andrews, Ethan A. Mentioned 1105

Andrews, Joseph.

Correspondence with David McM. Gregg 646

Mentioned 618, 643

Angel, Ashbel W. Mentioned 526

Angel, James R. Mentioned 464,622

Anthony, George T. Mentioned 622

Antonzini, . Mentioned 794

AVcher, Fletcher H. Mentioned 1225

Archer, James J.

Assignment to command 1189

Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1284

Mentioned 54, 304, 1011,

1049, 1189, 1218, 1263, 1264, 1273-1275, 1283, 1285, 1286, 1288, 1308, 1309

Arkansas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Infantry—

;

3d, 159, 766.
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Armies of the United States.

Exclusion of liquors from. Communication from U. S. Grant 837

Orders, Special, series 1864

—

Grant: No. 68, 21; No. 72, 131; No. 74,197;

No. 78, 424; No. 82, 555; No. 85, 631; No. 86, 660; No. 87,

691; No. 89, 745; No. 91, 795; No. 92, 805; No. 94, 831; No.

100, 1148.

Recommendations, etc., for promotion in. Communication from U. S.Grant. Ill

Suffrage. Right of, in. Communication from U. S. Grant 1045

Armistead, Frank S.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 1188

Lee, Robert E 1257

Mentioned 1226

Arms, Ammunition, etc. See Munitions of War. . -

Armstrong, . Mentioned 1108

Armstrong, Joseph. Mentioned 1215

Armstrong, Samuel C. Mentioned 620

Army Corps, 1st. (Confederate.) James Conner assigned to command of

Kershaw’s brigade, Kershaw’s division 1207

Army Corps, 2d. (Union.)

Egan, Thomas W., assigned to command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division of .. . 1019

Gibbon, John, resumes command of 2d Division of 1019

McGee, James^^ E., assigned to temporary command of Consolidated Bri-

gade, 1st Division of 799

Macy, George N., assigned to command of Ist Brigade, 2d Division of 151

Moore, Samuel A., relieved from command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division of. . 151

Pierce, Francis E.

Assigned to command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division of 151

Relieved from command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division of 151

Rugg, Horace P., assigned to command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division of 151

Smyth, Thomas A., assumes command of 2d Division of 723

Wilson, William.

Assigned to temporary command of Consolidated Brigade, 1st Divis-

ion of 571

Relieved from command of Consolidated Brigade, Ist Division of 799

Army Corps, 3d. (Confederate.)

Archer, James J., assigned to command of Archer’s and AValker’s brigades,

Heth’s division 1189

Barry, John D., assigned to command of Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division. 1171

Conner, James.

Relieved from command of Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s division 1207

Relieved from command of McGowan’s brigade, Wilcox’s division 1185

Lane, James H., reassigned to command of Lane’s brigade, Wilcox’s divis-

ion 1207

McGowan, Samuel, assigned to command of McGowan’s brigade, Wilcox’s

division 1185

Army Corps, 5th. (Union.)

Reorganization of. Communications from

Griffin, Charles 999

Meade, George G 572,631,632,636,637,789

Warren, Gouverneur K 636-638, 750, 800

Stone, Charles P., assigned to command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division of 372

Tbroop, William A., assigned to command of 1st Brigade, 1st Division of. 402

Tilton, Williams., relieved from command of 1st Brigade, 1st Division of. 402
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Army Corps, 9th. (Union.)

Artillery Brigade. Reorganization of. Communications from .

Hunt, Henry J 573

Meade, George G 570

Barnes, Joseph H., relieved from command of 3d Brigade, Ist Division of. 826

Curtin, John I., assigned to command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division of 374

Harriman, Samuel, assumes command of 1st Brigade, 1st Division of 1138

Hartranft, John F.

Assigned to temporary command of 3d Division of 809

Assumes temporary command of 1st X-ivision, 9th Army Corps 560

Assumes temporary command of 3d Division of 669

Ledlie, James H., relieved temporarily from command of 1st Division of. . 44

McLaughlen, Napoleon B.

Assigned to command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division of 826

Assumes command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division of 847

Parke, John G., assumes command of 177

Pleasants, Henry, assigned to command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division of 11

Reorganization of. Communications from

Meade, George G 573, 603, 631, 642

Parke, John G 603

Willcox, Orlando B 642

White, Julius.

Assigned to command of 1st Division of 44

Assumes command of 1st Division of 59

<irmy Corps, 10th. (Union.)

Abbott, Joseph C., assigned to command of 2d Brigade, 1st Division of.. . 803

Barton, William B.

Assigned to command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division of 555

Relieved from command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division of 830

Bell, Louis, assigned to command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division of 986

Daggett, Rufus, assigned to temporary command of 1st Brigade, 2d Divis-

ion of 872

Follett, Frederick M., relieved from command of Artillery Brigade of 162

Foster, Robert S.

Assigned to temporary command of 2d Division of 438

Resigns temporarily the command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division of 459

Howell, Joshua B.

Assigned to temjiorary command of 3d Division of 650

Relieved from command of 3d Division of 811

Jackson, Richard H., assigned to command of Artillery Brigade of 672

McGilvery, Freeman, assigned to command of Artillery Brigade of 162

Osborn, Francis A.

Assigned to command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division of 161

Assumes command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division of 164

Relieved from command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division of 985, 986

Pennypacker, Galusha.

Assigned to command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division of 830

Assumes command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division of 851

Plaisted, Harris M., assumes command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division of 460

Pond, Francis B.

Assigned to command of 1st Brigade, Ist Division of 1005

Assigned to temporary command of 3d Division of 811

Voris, Alvin C., assigned to command of Ist Brigade, 1st Division of 812
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Page,

Army Corps, 18th. (Union.)

Carr^ Joseph B., assumes command of 1st CiTision 37

Gibbon, John, assigned tc temporary comiiiaud of . . 691

Heckman, Charles A., assigned to tempora>y comma*.d of 2d Divisiou of.. 892

Neill, Thomas H., relieved from duty with - 795

Weitzel, Godfrey, assigned to command of 1146

Army Transportation. See Munitions of War.

Arrow, Steamer. Mentioned 731

Asch, Myer J. For correspondence as A, A. A. G., see August V. Kautz.

Ashby, George E. Mentioned 620

Ashford, John. Mentioned 971,1218,1308

Atkins, M. J. Mentioned 1248

Atkinson, Edmund N. Mentioned 1216

Atlanta, Ga. Evacuation of. Communication from John B. Hood 705

Atlantic, Steamer. Mentioned 1024

Atwell, Seager S. Mentioned 619

Atwood, Alfred T. Mentioned 599

Augur, Christopher C.

Correspondence with U. S. Grant 85

Mentioned .• 140

August, Thomas P. Mentioned 1214

Averell, William W. Mentioned 1009

Averett, John T. Mentioned 1249

Avery, Clark M. Mentioned 159

Avery, Martin P. Mentioned 617

Avery, M. Henry. Mentioned 207, 618

Ayers, Ezra F. Mentioned 781

Aylett, William R. Mentioned 1168, 1214

Ayres, Romeyn B.

Correspondence with

Bragg, Edward S 404

Dushane, Nathan T 31, 312

Hayes, Joseph 313

Stone, Charles P , 493

Warren, Gouverneur K 202, 277,

311, 312, 344, 345, 370, 371, 403, 433, 453, 492, 532, 54^, 641, 725, 845, 866, 1021

Winthrop, Frederick 403,404

Mentioned 19, 31, 58, 201, 252, 264, 265, 273-275, 305, 308, 311-314, 317, 320,

338, 346, 366, 370, 400, 401,. 403, 406, 453, d91, 496, 615, 624. 637-639, 644, 645,

724, 750-753, 789, 845, 846, 1021, 1056, 1075, 1103, 1104, 1120, 1131, 1132, 1135

Babcock, John C.

Correspondence with

Meade, George G. 75, 84, 85, 96, 113, 114, 126, 169, 212, 785, 796, 806, 833, 854, 855,

881, 899, 913, 952, 965, 978, 988, 1011, 1030, 1048, 1050, 1065, 1066, 1123, 1124

Parke, John G 757, 770

Sharpe, George H 97,

•116, 126, 127, 143, 144, 195, 213, 758, 770, 856, 880, 913, 964, 1051, 1066, 1124

Mentioned 801, 803, 1122

Babcock, Orville E.

Correspondence with

Grant, U. S 1133

Parker, Ely S 1109,1133

Mentioned 95, 98, 1111

For corresimndence as A. D. C., see TJ, S, Grant.
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Bache, Francis M. Mentioned 31&

Bailey, Marcellus. Mentioned 896

Bailey, Peter S. Mentioned 621

Baily, James E. Mentioned 615

Baird, Alfred H. Mentioned 1225

Baird, Edward C. For correspondence as A. A. Or., see Samuel W. Crawford.

Baker, James M. Correspondence with Thomas M. Palmer 1188

Baker, John A. Mentioned 1201

Baker, John H. Mentioned 1216

Baker, J. Stannard.

Correspondence with

Spear, Samuel P 695

Wetherill, Samuel 716

Mentioned 166, 622, 681, 695, 716, 854, 877, 878

Baker, Lawrence S.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 1234, 1279, 1280

Gaillard, Peter C 1280

Harland, Edward 963, 1007

Lee, Robert E 1305

North Carolina, Governor of 1203

Mentioned 1007, 1225, 1234, 1279, 1300

Baker, William N. Correspondence with Lemuel B. Norton 499,500

Baldwin, Briscoe G.

Correspondence with R. Lindsay Walker 1205

Mentioned 1222

Ball, Edward. Mentioned 1215

Ballard, Charles L. Mentioned 617

Balloon, Steamer. Mentioned 66

Baltic, Steamer. Mentioned 1024

Bambach, John. Mentioned 612

Bankerd, Josiah. Mentioned 346

Bankhead, Henry C. Mentioned 751

Banskett, John. Mentioned 1247

Barbour, William M. Mentioned 159, 1218, 1308

Barker, Theodore G. Mentioned 1279

Barker, Thomas E. Mentioned 621

Barker, William N. Correspondence with

Moore, John F 1162

Thomas, J. Henry 1209

Barlow, Francis C.

Correspondence with Winfield S. Hancock 148, 175, 428-430

Mentioned 149, 150, 173-

175, 179, 187, 198, 200, 207, 223, 235, 250, 426, 428, 432, 447, 448, 477, 486, 594

Barnard, John G.

Correspondence with

Michie, Peter S 606

Parke, John G 683

Mentioned 15, 248, 249, 254, 296, 316, 597, 598, 707, 1111

Barnard, James M., jr. Mentioned 554

Barnard, J.T. Mentioned 1247

Barnes, . Mentioned.... 145

Barnes, Almont. Mentioned 616

Barnes, Dixon. Mentioned 159
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Page.

Barnes, Joseph H.
Mentioned 20,21,92,616,826

RelieA^ed from command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, 9th Army Corps 826

Barnes, Joseph K. For correspondence, etc., see Surgeon- General’s Office, U.

S. A.

Barney, Albert M. Mentioned : 620

Barnum, Joseph H. Mentioned 623

Barrett, Gregory, jr. Mentioned 345,615

Barrett, Norman A. Mentioned 618

Barrier, Rufus A. Mentioned 1166

Barringer, Rufus. Mentioned . . . 199, 213, 296, 297, 360, 520, 521, 1123, 1207, 1220, 1310

Barry, John D.

Assignment to command 1171

Mentioned 1171

Barstow, Simon F. Mentioned 1036

For correspondence as A. A. G., see George G. Meade.

Bartlett, Joseph J. Correspondence with

Gregory, Edgar M 30

Warren, Gouverneur K 43,91

Barton, Seth M. Mentioned 41, 771, 1168, 1214

Barton, William B.

Assignment to command 555

Correspondence with Robert S. Foster 609, 652, 714

Mentioned 555, 585, 620, 673, 681, 792, 813, 830, 896, 1147

Relieved from command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Corps 830

Ba.singer, William S. Mentioned 1225, 1251, 1268

Bass, Frederick S. Mentioned 766

Batchelder, Richard N,

Correspondence with Perley P. Pitkin 899

Mentioned 195

Bates, Benjamin. Mentioned 1238

Bates, John C. Correspondence with Andrew A. Humphreys 1109

Batonn, . Mentioned 663

Battle, Cullen A. Mentioned 1217

Baughan, J. H. Mentioned 1249

Baxter, Henry.
Correspondence with

Crawford, Samuel W 825

Warren, Gouverneur K 834

Mentioned 101, 615, 750, 753, 825, 839-841, 844-846, 971, 1021, 1104

Baxter, Orson A. Mentioned 623

Beale, Richard L. T. Mentioned 1220

Beale, W. R. Mentioned 1293

Beaufort, Steamer. Mentioned.... 568

Beauregard, G. T.

Correspondence with

A 1068

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 1163,

1178, 1183, 1194, 1201, 1246

Armistead, Frank S 1188

Baker, Lawrence S 1234, 1279, 1280

Brent, George William ^ 1245, 1246

Chisolm, A. R 1191

Davis, Jefferson 1196
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Page.

Beauregard, G. T.—Continued.
Correspondence with

Bearing, James 1186

Etheredge, J. Q 883, 916, 937, 953, 980, 990, 1013, 1052, 1053, 1121

Garnett, John J 1188

Gilmer, Jeremy F 1187

Hagood, Johnson 1194, 1196

J.A.S -• 797,818,

836, 857, 858, 883, 915, 916, 936, 953, 965, 980, 990, 1013, 1031, 1052, 1068, 1098

Johnson, Bushrod R 1232, 1252, 1287, 1305

Lee, Robert E 1182, 1184-1187, 1190-1192, 1284, 1285

North Carolina, Governor of 1234

0 97,98,376

Pickett, George E 468, 479, 500, 518, 522, 658, 659, 1202

Rooney, Edward L 196,

362, 377, 444, 456, 479, 480, 544, 557, 558, 659, 772, 786, 797, 817, 953

S 979,990,1013,1098

Virginia, Governor of 1206

Walker, James A 1251

War Department, C. S 1279

Whiting, William H. C 1212, 1232, 1234, 1237

Y 1121

Mentioned 3, 26,

54, 85, 96, 145, 169, 176, 191, 211, 213, 218, 232, 276, 326, 327, 329, JlO, 356,

359, 475, 476, 512, 519, 567, 568, 630, 703, 755, 856, 913, 952, 979, 989, 1011,

1123, 1124, 1158, 1166, 1179, 1190, 1191, 1194, 1202, 1203, 1224, 1232, 1235,

1240, 1242, 1244, 1253-1255, 1259, 1261, 1275, 1280-1285, 1294, 1297, 1299

Beaver, James A. Mentioned 558,594

Beck, W. Butler. Mentioned 614

Belcher, Major. Mentioned 877

Bell, Charles H. Mentioned 438

Bell, John W. Mentioned 1249

Bell, Louis.

Assignment to command 986

Mentioned 986, 987

Bell, Robert S. Mentioned 1247

Benbow, Henry L. Mentioned 1311

Benham, Henry W.
Correspondence witli

Butler, Benjamin F 926

Deacon, Edward P 1032, 1033

Grant, U. S 1126

Henderson, William 147

Kantz, August V 930,931

Livingston, Frank S 333

Lnbey, Timothy 350

Meade, George G 858, 901, 917-919, 1033, 1035, 1036, 1070, 1071, 1099

Otis, Elmer 919

Sergeant, Sewall 104

Slosson, Henry V 333, 362

Strang, Edward J 919

Mentioned 611, 798, 854, 901, 910, 919, 926, 930, 988, 1032-1034, 1119, 1150

Bennett, R. Tyler. Mentioned 1217

Benning, Henry L. Mentioned - . 35, 86, 159, 323, 437, 766, 771, 893, 899, 914, 1049, 1215

Benson, R. Dale. Mentioned Ill
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Page.

Bent, Luther S. Mentioned 615

Bentley, William W. Mentioned 1168

Benyaurd, William H. H.
Correspondence with Winfield S. Hancock 921

Mentioned 93, 604, 991

Berkeley, Norborne. Mentioned 1168, 1214

Bertolette, John D. Mentioned 669

Bessent, Ransom P. Mentioned * 1262

B. F. Correspondence with C. C. Crow 817

Bickford, Frederick T. Correspondence with Ely S. Parker 80

Biddle, James C. Mentioned 455

Biggs, Herman. Mentioned 102,447

Biles, Edwin R. Mentioned 613, 761, 777, 888

Bingham, Henry H. Mentioned 887, 957

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Winfield S. Hancoclc.

Bird, William E. Mentioned 1249

Birkman, Richard M. Mentioned 615

Birney, David B.

Congratulatory Orders. Demonstration on the north hank of James
Eiver, Va., at Deep Bottom, Aug. 13-20, 1864 325

Correspondence with

Ames, Adelbert 515,516

Birney, William 187, 188, 209, 459, 504, 508, 1148

Briscoe, James C 208

Broclie, Paul 780,802

Butler, Benjamin F 35, 36, 63, 70, 108, 109, 161, 162, 183, 184, 292, 324, 377-

379, 412, 413, 438, 458, 501-505, 927, 961, 1003, 1004, 1061, 1080, 1081, 1146

Cross, Charles F 379, 551

Curtis, N. Martin 563

Davis, Robert S 709-711

Ferry, Orris S 460

Follett, Frederick M 36

Foster, Robert S 14, 380, 460, 507, 508, 540, 554, 651, 673, 681,

714, 731, 744, 781, 782, 792, 812, 813, 896, 906, 928, 950, 962, 976, 1005, 1006

Gibbon, John 715

Gillespie, George L 713, 976

Grant, U.S 1114

Graves, Charles H 541

Hancock, AVinfield S 55, 184-

186, 204, 206, 207, 221, 235, 236, 248, 257, 258, 287, 351, 438, 743, 765, 995, 996

Howell, Joshua B 781

Jackson, Richard H 692,

712, 781, 792, 803, 811, 830, 849, 895, 906, 949, 961, 976, 986

McGilvery, Freeman 351, 562, 584

Meade, George G . 536, 538, 539, 551, 552, 598, 607, 649, 774, 785, 791, 802, 811, 820,

821, 829, 830, 848, 849, 871, 894, 895, 906, 927, 928, 949, 961, 975, 1003, 1004

Nichols, Edward T 184

Ord, Edward O. C 463, 464, 502, 503, 505, 537, 538, 560-562, 584, 587, 650

Paine^ Charles J 539, 1149

Parke, John G 634,

672, 680, 685, 691, 710-712, 719, 720, 729, 730, 742, 754, 755, 765, 781

Plaisted, Harris M 540

Rand, Arnold A 553,5.54

Simons, Alfred G 36
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Paga
Birney, David B.—Continued.

Correspondence with

Spring Hill, Va,, Commanding Officer at 508

Terry, Alfred H 36, 110, 139,

187, 188, 236, 237, 352, 380, 460, 539, 540, 712, 730, 743, 765, 781, 811, 950, 1147

Turner, John W 101, 188, 237, 259, 380, 381

Washburn, Francis 381

Whipple, Lewis T 782

Mentioned 36, 55, 70, 101, 106, 110, 131, 136,

138, 139, 148, 150, 163, 167, 172-175, 179, 180, 183-185, 187, 188, 196-200', 204-

206, 213, 216-224, 229, 230, 233, 236, 237, 245, 24(5, 248, 249, 256, 258, 262, 270,

271, 292, 295, 302, 303, 323-325, 334, 336-338, 348-351, 357, 376, 380, 381, 390-

392, 409, 410, 415, 436, 438, 440, 443, 449, 455-457, 459, 462-464, 467, 498, 507,

510-513, 515, 519, 534, 535, 539, 540, 551, 553, 554, 556, 561, 563, 564, 568, 569,

584, 586, 587, 593, 598, 607, 609, 618, 619, 647, 662, 701, 708, 709, 711, 715, 717,

719, 730, 734, 742, 743, 765, 784, 785, 795, 815, 821, 830, 842, 848, 849, 852, 854,

880, 899, 909, 913, 937, 939, 948, 949, 986-988, 991, 992, 996, 1002, 1003, 1006,

1008, 1014, 1015, 1017-1019, 1027, 1029, 1030, 1044, 1046, 1048, 1061, 1062,

1083-1085, 1088, 1090, 1091, 1109, 1110, 1116, 1142, 1143, 1146-1150, 1236

Staff. Announcement of ... 1061

Birney, William.

Correspondence with

Birney, David B 187, 188, 209, 459, 504, 508, 1148

Holman, John H 652

. Mentioned 139, 186-188, 207, 208,

236, 237, 257, 352, 379, 381, 414, 516, 552, 562, 585, 620, 650, 1026, 1081, 1114

Staff. Announcement of 599

Black, . Mentioned 1155

Black, John D. Mentioned 888

Black, Mahlon. Mentioned 613

Blackman, Albert M. Mentioned 617

Blacknall, Charles C. Mentioned 1217

Blair, A. A. Correspondence with John M. Hughs 1286

Blair, Montgomery. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler 62

Blake, Julius A. Mentioned 1166

Bliss, Zenas R.
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Sheridan.

Fort Powhatan, Va., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Benja-

min F. Butler 933

Foster, Albert H. Mentioned 621

Foster, John G. Mentioned 112, 1240, 1289

Foster, Robert S.

Assignment to command 438

Correspondence with

Barton, William B 609, 652, 714

Biruey, David B 14, 380, 460, 507, 508, 540, .554, 6.51, 673, 681,

714, 731, 744, 781, 782, 792, 812, 813, 896, 906, 928, 950, 962, 976, 1005, 1006

Butler, Benjamin F 14, 36

Coan, William B 461

Curtis, N. Martin 460,652,693,714

Dandy, George B 181

Ord, Edward O. C ,540, 553

Oshorn, Francis A 461, 652, 681, 744, 793, 851, 907

Mentioned : 35, 36, 137, 162, 186, 188,

197, 235, 257, 352, 379, 380, 439, 459-461, 498-500, 502, 504, 50.5, 514, 538-540,

552-554, 560-563, .584, 620, 693, 714, 767, 793, 995, 1027, 1061, 1081, 1114, 1147

ResigJis temporarily the command of 3d Brigade, 1st Division, 10th Army
Corps 459

Staff. Announcement of 554

Fox, Gustavus V. Mentioned 624, 769, 794, 936

For correspondence as Assistant Secretary, see Navy Department, U. S.

Fox, Henry. Mentioned 811

Francisco, Robert L. Mentioned 1248

Frank, Samuel. Mentioned 1250

Frankie, Jones. Mentioned 624

Freaner, George. Mentioned 1171

Frederick, James D. Mentioned 1217

Frederick the Great. Mentioned 579

Fredericksburg, C. S. S. Mentioned 568

Freeman, John S. Mentioned 617

French, Seth Bassett. Mentioned. 1268

Frensley, John L. Mentioned 1248

Frost, Charles E. Mentioned 809

Fry, Birket D. Mentioned 296, 327, 329, 359, 556, 698, 746, 747, 1219, 1273

Fry, C. W. Mentioned 1221

Fulkerson, William H. Correspondence with Bushrod R. Johnson 1264

Fuller, Frederick. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Fisher 298,

423, 445, 478, 522, 658, 659

Fuller, Nehemiah P. Mentioned 623

Fullonton, John E. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Gilman Mareton.

Fulton, Henry W.
Correspondence with

Castle, Davis E 75, 77, 87, 146

Fisher, Benjamin F 7,

18, 55, 75, 87, 97, 98, 103, 116, 117, 128, 146, 171, 197, 214, 244, 268, 297, 307,

330, 331, 362, 396, 398, 399, 422, 424, 444-446, 478, 522, 523, 527, 543-545, 557,

558, 569, 591, 592, 601, 658, 659, 684, 700, 719, 736, 747, 758, 759, 771, 773, 798,

806, 817-819, 834-836, 857, 864, 900, 914, 952, 965, 979, 990, 1009, 1011, 1012,

1030, 1031, 1051, 1052, 1066, 1067, 1095, 1096, 1098, 1099, 1118, 1124, 1125
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Fulton, Henry W.—Continued.

Correspondence witli

Meade, George G 4

Stryker, William S 6, 7, 87, 194, 214, 263, 360, 659, 749

Mentioned 6, 211, 1122

Funk, John H. S. Mentioned 1216

Funsten, Oliver R. Mentioned 1219

Fuqua, John A. Mentioned 1200

Gaillard, Peter C.

Correspondence with Lawrence S. Baker 1280

Mentioned 657

Gaillard, R. W. Mentioned 1249

Gallaway, Thomas S., jr. Mentioned 1218, 1308

Galloway, Alexander H. Mentioned 1250

Gantt, Henry. Mentioned 1214

Gantt, R. P. Mentioned 1262

Garber, A. M. Mentioned 1247

Garber, Asher W. Mentioned 1221

Garden, Hugh R. Mentioned 1220

Gardner, Franklin. Mentioned 303

Gardner, George W. Mentioned 541, 619

Gardner, William M.
Assignment to command 1296

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A. 1237, 1239

Mentioned 1239, 1278, 1296, 1301-1303

Garnett, John J.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 1188

Lee, Robert E 1257

Mentioned 79, 1225, 1267

Garrard, Jeptha. Mentioned 100

Garrett, Thomas M. Mentioned 1217

Garrison, Henry C. Mentioned 614

Garvin, Edwin L. Mentioned 612

Gary, Martin W.
Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1206

Mentioned 196, 249, 520, 521, 698, 766, 1167, 1189, 1213, 1266, 1303

Staff. Announcement of 1167

Gates, Theodore B.

Correspondence with

Patrick, Marsena R 853, 854, 859, 901

Van Rensselaer, Walter A 854

Mentioned 611, 858, 870, 917, 919, 1036

Gatlin, John. Mentioned 1251

Gay, Abraham F. Mentioned 745

George, Newton J. Mentioned 1218

Georgia Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy—5atta//o/7S ; 12th, 1216; 28th, 1218, 1306.

Artillery, Light— 5afta//oA;s ; Snmter {Batter ies), A, 1205,1221; B, C, 1221.

Batteries: Macon, 1167,1207,1227,1244; Milledge, 1221; Pulaski, 1220

;

Troup, 1220.

Cavalry

—

Battalions: 12th, 1204; 20th, 656, 1219, 1310. Regiments: 2d,

521
;
7th, 638, 644, 656, 698, 1219, 1310; 8th,^ 1074, 1310; 62d,t 296, 297, 1225,

1228, 1244, 1267.

Forriif-d from 20th Hattalion ami 62(1 Kegiuomt. I Company H served as artillery.
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Georgia Troops. Mentioned—Continued.

Infantry—Battalions: 2d, 1217,1306; 3d Sharpshooters, 1215; 10th, 249,

1217, 1306; 18th, 1225, 1244, 1266, 1268. Regiments : 2d, 159, 218, 766; 3d,

758, 764, 952, 1217, 1306; 4th, 1217; 6th, 699, 1166,1227; 7th, 159, 1156,

1215; 8th, 159, 890, 899, 902, 1215; 9th, 159, 1215; 10th, 218, 1215; 11th,

159,1215; 12th, 1217; 13th, 1216; 14th, 1218, 1308
;
15th, 159, 766; 16th,

1215; 17th, 159, 766; 18th, 1215; 19th, 630, 1166, 1227; 20th, 159, 543,

766; 21st, 1217; 22d, 218, 1217, 1306; 23d, 1166, 1227; 24th, 1215; 26th,

1216; 27th, 28th, 1166, 1227; 31st, 1216; 32d, 656; 35th, 913, 1218,

1308; 38th, 1216; 44th, 1217; 45th, 1218, 1308; 48th, 218, 1030, 1217, 1306;

49th, 1218, 1308; 50th, 51st, 53d, 1215; 59th, 159, 1215; 60th, 1216;

61st, 551, 1216 ;
64th, 218, 249, 1217, 1306.

Miscellaneous—Cobb’s Legion, 688, 698, 1215, 1219, 1310; Phillips Legion,

656, 1215, 1219, 1310.

Georgianna, Steamer. Mentioned - 66

Gholston, Janies S. Mentioned 1215

Gibbes, Wade H. Mentioned 1156,1220

Gibbon, John.

Assignment to command 691

Correspondence with

Birney, David B 715

Butler, Benjamin F 783, 873, 929

Davis, Robert S 715

Grant, U. S*. 694

Hancock, Winfield S 595

Heckman, Charles A 930

Meade, George G 872, 873

Paine, Charles J 766

Parke, John G 719,720

Patterson, Theodore F 745, 851

Piper, Alexander 813

Stannard, George J 930

Mentioned 8,89,

149, 150, 175, 237, 419, 420, 429, 430, 432, 436, 448, 481, 482, 524, 525, 559, 602,

613, 635, 691, 694, 709, 711, 813, 872, 930, 977, 981, 987, 1037, 1039, 1071, 1127

Resumes command of 2d Division, 2d Army Corps 1019

Gibboney, Robert. Correspondence with War Department, C. S 1151

Gibson, Agnes, Barge. Mentioned : 233

Gibson, Aurelius W. Mentioned 1218, 1308

Gibson, John C. Mentioned 1216

Gibson, William. Mentioned 1217,1306

Giles, James. Mentioned *. 1168,1214

Gillespie, George L.

Correspondence with David B. Birney 713, 976

Mentioned 9, 608, 713, 730, 1030

Gillett, Cornelius. Mentioned 1113

Gillmore, Quincy A.
Correspondence with Henry W. Halleck 731

Mentioned 624

Gilmer, Jeremy F.

Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 1187

Mentioned 1254,1281

For correspondence, etc., see Engineer Department, C. S. A.

Gilmer, John A., jr. Mentioned 1218

Gilmore, Joseph A. Mentioned 438
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Girardey, Victor J. B. * Mentioned 210, 215, 229, 246, 301, 1157, 1217

Gist, Moses B. Mentioned 615

Glaize, John. Mentioned 1247

Glenn, Luther J. Mentioned 1215

Glenn, R. H. Mentioned 1166

Glenny, William.
Correspondence witit Xelson A. Miles 1018, 1019

Mentioned 613, 1019

Godwin, Archibald C. Mentioned 978,981,1216

Goff, Nathan, jr. Mentioned 542

Goff, Waldo P. Corresi3ondence with Telegraph Operator at Cabin Point,

Va 542

Goggans, Elijah J. Mentioned 1215

Goldsmith, Washington L. Mentioned 1218

Goode, John T. Mentioned 1166, 1244

Gooding, John J. Mentioned 1166

Goodwin, Samuel G. Mentioned 617

Gordon, John B. Mentioned 1213, 1216, 1243

Gordon, William B. Mentioned 1166

Gorgas, Josiah. Mentioned 1164,1178

Gowan, George W.
Correspondence with John G. Parke 281

Mentioned 178, 281

Gracie, Archibald, jr. Mentioned 854,

899, 1049, 1065, 1155, 1158, 1163, 1166, 1227, 1244, 1263, 1305, 1311

Graham, . Mentioned 731

Graham, Archibald. Mentioned 1221

Graham, Charles K.
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler 51, 111

Mentioned 62, 111, 122, 162, 438, 505, 618, 619, 871, 1025, 1150

Graham, Edward. Mentioned 1228, 1311

Graham, Samuel A. Mentioned 202, 403, 615, 753

Graham, William W. Mentioned 615

Grandy, Charles R. Mentioned 1221

Granger, Henry H. Mentioned : 614

Grant, U. S.

Correspondence with

Abbot, Henry L 1113

Augur, Christopher C 85

Babcock, Orville E 1133

Benham, Henry W 1126

Birney, David B 1114

Burnside, Ambrose E 43, 603, 641, 1000, 1076, 1136

Butler, Benjamin F 13, 34, 48, 49, 62, 69,

82, 106, 107, 136, 137, 158, 180, 206, 230-232, 254, 255, 286, 287, 322, 323, 349,

350, 375, 376, 378, 409-411, 436, 437, 455, 456, 468, 497, 498, 742, 801, 802, 892,

905, 925, 948, 960, 974, 978, 985, 1002, 1003, 1058, 1079, 1109-1111, 1142-1145

Gibbon, John 694

Halleck, Henry W 38,

94, 111, 112, 140, 167, 193, 210, 261, 291, 292, 353, 354, 390, 418, 441, 466,

517, 624, 757, 768, 769, 795, 804, 815, 909, 934, 963, 1008, 1091, 1117

Hancock, AVinfield S 148,

172, 173, 185, 197-199, 215-223, 247-250, 268-270, 299, 303, 333-336, 956, 1071

Hoffman, William 194

Humphreys, Andrew A 467
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Grants U. S.—Continued.

Correspondence witli

Ingalls, Rufus 565

Lee, S. Phillips 95

Lincoln Abraham 38, 167, 243, 1090

Meade, George G 3, 26,

39, 52, 75, 85, 95, 101, 112, 114, 115, 140-143, 168-170, 194, 210-212, 244, 245,

261-266, 293-295, 326-328, 354-358, 390-393, 418-420, 442, 443, 451, 466-471,

517-520, 541, 542, 556, 564, 565, 587, 600, 601, 624-626, 784, 785, 795, 796, 805,

815, 816, 831, 852, 853, 879, 909-911, 935, 936, 948, 963, 964, 977, 978, 985, 987,

988, 1008-1010, 1028-1030, 1046-1048, 1064, 1065, 1091-1094, 1118-1122

Michi e, Peter S 598

Navy Department, U. S 654, 674, 697, 769

Ord, Edward 0. C 15,

123, 353, 384, 511, 534, 535, 542, 585-587, 597, 598, 647, 692, 1062, 1115

Parke, John G 654, 655, 682, 683, 697, 717, 734, 746, 1000, 1137

Parker, Ely S 52

Patrick, Marsena R 817, 837, 912

Shaffer, John W 518

Sharpe, George H 144

Sheridan, Philip H 717

Smith, Melaucton 567,627,952

Surgeon-GeneraPs Office, U. S. A 1064

War Department, U. S . . Ill, 291, 465, 624, 674, 756, 783, 794, 804, 815, 1045, 1117

Wa.shburue, Elihu B 934,951

Wilson, James H 61

Mentioned 3, 15, 17, 22, 38, 44, 46, 52, 65, 76, 80, 83, 90-92, 100, 102, 104, 113,

114, 125, 132, 142, 143, 148, 155, 160, 164, 170, 173, 174, 183, 184, 190, 192, 193,

198, 219, 222, 233, 251, 259, 261, 266, 286, 293, 301, 303, 305, 306, 309, 318, 321,

324, 332, 335, 343, 358, 369, 376, 378, 379, 385, 390, 408, 412, 443, 448, 458, 462,

469, 471, 497, 498, 500, 526, 531, 538, 548, 550, 563, 566-568, 586, 607, 609, 610,

625, 641, 647, 683-685, 690-692, 699, 708-711, 729-731, 735, 764, 784, 785, 789,

795, 802, 831-833, 837, 839, 893, 929, 943, 948, 960, 964, 967, 1000, 1006, 1009,

1024, 1029, 1035-1037, 1060, 1073, 1082, 1088, 1091, 1100, 1110, 1114, 1122,

1124,1126,1137, 1145, 1161, 1162, 1170, 1171, 1173, 1198, 1258,1259,1293

Staff. Announcements of 592, 831

Grattan, Charles. Mentioned 1171

Graves, Charles H.
Correspondence with David B. Birney 541

Mentioned 849, 1061

For correspondence as A. A. G., see David B. Birney.

Gray, John H. Mentioned 1262

Gray, Patrick. Mentioned 1225

Gray, Robert J. Mentioned 620

Greeley, Edwin S. Mentioned 619

Green, Charles A. Mentioned 1165

Green, James S., Steamer. Mentioned 182

Green, Robert. Mentioned 676

Greer, William A. Mentioned 1306

Gregg, David McM.
Correspondence with

Andrews, Josepli 646

Butler, Matthew C 1231

Davies, Henry E., jr 972, 1023, 1043, 1057, 1078

Gregg, J. Irvin 60,205
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Gregg, David McM.—Continued.

Correspondence witli
'

Hampton, Wade 1231

Hancock, Winfield S 179,

180, 204, 205, 228-230, 253, 254, 285, 321, 318, 349, 455, 497, 525

Kantz, August V ^ 51, 65, 390,

563, 589, 600, 610, 652, 681, 682, 694, 695, 715, 767, 793, 803, 814, 1007, 1044

Kester, John W 665

Lee, William H. F 253

Meade, George G 22,

46, 81, 105, 135, 157, 374, 375, 407, 408, 435, 436, 549, 560, 583, 597, 605, 606,

644, 790, 801, 810, 827, 984, 985, 1001, 1023, 1043, 1057, 1106-1108, 1139-1141

Parke, John G 644-

646, 664, 669-671, 680, 690, 691, 695, 708, 719, 729, 741, 754, 764, 779

Smith, Charles H 349, 827, 828, 973, 1002, 1024, 1043, 1078, 1109

Taylor, John P 646

Warren, Gonverneiir K 639, 640, 665

Weir, Henry C 627, 644

iMeutioned 12, 14, 16, 39, 40, 46, 47, 60, 65, 88, 102, 124, 131, 143, 149, 150, 153,

165, 167, 174, 175, 181, 198-200, 204, 206, 207, 215, 216, 218, 220, 221, 223, 224,

241, 246, 268-270, 299, 302, 307, 326-329, 332, 333, 336-340, 358, 377, 381, 390,

393, 401, 408, 418, 426-430, 432, 433, 441-443, 448, 464-466, 471, 481, 482, 485-

487, 494, 510, 517-519, 524, 525, 528, 534, 556, 560, 565, 589, 594, 611, 618, 624,

626, 627, 633, 634, 638-641, 646, 652, 654, 655, 671, 676, 677, 681, 682, 694, 695,

708, 715, 719, 754, 764, 779, 801, 803, 804, 810, 828, 831, 843, 854, 859, 874, 876,

896, 897, 935, 936, 944, 946, 1001, 1002, 1006,1008, 1010, 1011, 1014, 1023, 1024,

1043, 1044, 1053, 1069, 1074, 1078, 1091, 1093, 1094, 1109, 1119, 1120, 1124,

1125, 1127, 1131, 1133, 1136-1138, 1150, 1177, 1193, 1205,1230, 1242,1270

Gregg, Henry H. Mentioned 854,877

Gregg, J. Irvin.

Correspondence with David McM. Gregg 60, 205

Mentioned 16, 47, 51, 60, 61, 65, 135, 205, 214-216, 228, 665

Relieved from command of 2d Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Poto-

mac 135

Gregg, John.

Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1305

Mentioned 35, 86, 159, 766, 771, 893, 899, 914, 1049, 1083, 121.5, 1301, 1304

Gregg, Theodore. Mentioned 617,808

Gregory, Edgar M.
Correspondence with Joseph J. Bartlett 30

Mentioned 532, 614*, 753, 999

Greyhound, Steamer. Mentioned 254

Griffin, Charles.

Correspondence with

Meade, George G 999

Warren, Goiiverneur K : 311,

491, 532, 596, 640, 678, 845, 846, 865, 866, 944, 999, 1104, 1105 •

Mentioned 9, 125, 201, 202, 252, 274, 372, 454, 491, 492, 614, 637, 665, 724, 751-753,

779, 789, 840, 84.5, 945, 1021, 107.5, 1103, 1108, 1119-1121, 1131-1133, 1135

Griffin, Charles B. Mentioned 1221

Griffin, George. Mentioned 908

Griffin, Joel R. Mentioned 1228,1310

Griffin, Simon G.

Corresj)()nd(mce with Robert B. Potter 406, 533

Mentioned 120, 434, 617, 668
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GrifRn, Thomas M. Mentioned 1215

Griggs, George K. Mentioned 1168,1214

Grimes, Bryan. Mentioned 1217

Grindlay, James. Mentioned 615

Grinnell, R. M. Mentioned 1273

Griswold, John B. Mentioned •. 1225

Groner, Virginius D. Mentioned 1217

Grubb, E. Burd. Mentioned 516, 541, 551, 552, 561, 620

Guerrillas. Movements, operations, etc., of. Communications from

Gregg, David McM 810

Kaiitz, August V 241, 242, 814

Meade, George G 241,242

West, Robert M 756

Guest, Adolphus A. Mentioned 613

Guild, Lafayette.

Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1222

Mentioned 1222, 1271, 1274

Guion, George M. Mentioned 621

Guion, Henry T. Mentioned 1225, 1267

Gulic, Furman. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Samuel Wetherill.

Guthrie, Josephus. Mentioned 1249

Gwyn, James. Mentioned 615, 753, 999

Gwynn, . Correspondence with Edward L. Rooney 444

Haggerty, W. O. Mentioned 1251

Hagood, James R. Mentioned 1215

Hagood, Johnson.

Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 1194, 1196

Mentioned 17,

198, 359, 360, 368, 369, 393, 472, 475, 656, 1049, 1166, 1196, 1197, 1227, 1244

Haines, Benjamin F. Mentioned 615

Hall, Josephus M. Mentioned 1217

Hall, Matthew R. Mentioned 1306

Hall, Robert M. Mentioned 622

Hall, William C. J. Mentioned 617

Halleck, Henry W.
Correspondence with

Butler, Benjamin F 498,534

Gillmore, Quincy A 731

Grant, U. S . . . . 38, 94, 111, 112, 140, 167, 193, 210, 261, 291, 292, 353, 354, 390, 418,

441, 466, 517, 624, 757, 768, 769, 795, 804, 815, 909, 934, 963, 1008, 1091, 1117

Mentioned 3, 17, 21, 38, 85, 151, 322, 471, 563, 1046

Hallenbeck, John B, Mentioned 888

Ham, Joseph H. Mentioned ‘ 1217

Hamilton, . Mentioned 1116

Hamilton, Daniel H. Mentioned 159

Hamilton, Isaac T. Mentioned 613
* Hamilton, Joseph. Mentioned 1215

Hamilton, S. P. Mentioned 98

Hamilton, William. Mentioned 681

Hamlin, James H. Mentioned 613

Hamlink, Derrick F. Mentioned 614, 1129

Hammond, . Mentioned 114

Hammond, Harry. Mentioned 1251

Hampton, Wade.
Assignment to command 1171

Assumes command of Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia 1173
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Hampton, Wade—Continued.

Correspondence with

Adjutant and Inspector Generars Office, C. S. A 1173, 1174

Bragg, Braxton 1278

Gregg, David McM 1231

Lanueau, John F 1246

Lee, Robert E 1165, 1171, 1177, 1189, 1193, 1202, 1204, 1230, 1233, 1242, 1270

Shadhurue, George D 1235

Mentioned 26, 142, 143, 145, 198, 204,

262, 427, 483, 520, 521, 556, 698, 785, 852, 853, 856, 860, 861, 864, 870, 877, 880,

890, 892, 896, 989, 1009, 1011, 1025, 1094, 1106, 1127, 1140, 1170-1172, 1177,

1178, 1180, 1193, 1195, 1205, 1214, 1219, 1231, 1238, 1243, 1246, 1309, 1310

Staff. Announcement of 1171

Hancock, John. Mentioned 917

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Gershom Molt.

Hancock, John M. Mentioned 1217

Hancock, Winfield S.

Congratulatory Orders. Assault on Confederate works at the Chimneys,

Sept. 10, 1864 888

Correspondence with

Barlow, Francis C 148, 175, 428-430

Benyaurd, William H. H 921

Birney, David B 55, 184-

186, 204, 206, 207, 221, 235, 236, 248, 25T, 258, 287, 351, 438, 743, 765, 995, 996

Butler, Benjamin F 160, 199, 336

Crawford, Samuel W 1136

Davies, Henry E., jr 904, 941

De Kay, Sidney B 250

Duane, James C 662

Edgell, Frederick M 776, 902, 1017, 1039

Gihhon, John 595

Grant, U. S 148;

172, 173, 185, 197-199, 215-223, 247-250, 268-270, 299-303, 333-336, 956, 1071

Gregg, David McM 179,

180, 204, 205, 228-230, 253, 254, 285, 321, 348, 349, 455, 497, 525

Hazard, John G 1102, 1129

Hunt, Henry J 571, 634, 759

Locke, Frederick T 427

Meade, George G 8, 24, 55, 56, 131, 132, 137, 148, 173, 174, 198, 199,

216, 218, 219, 222, 247-249, 269, 301, 303, 324, 334, 336, 362, 363, 399, 425-428,

448, 449, 473, 481-486, 524-528, 571, 593, 594, 602, 632, 774, 787, 799, 806, 820-

822, 837, 838, 859-863, 884-886, 901, 902, 920, 921, 937-940, 956, 965-967, 981,

982, 991-993, 1014-1016, 1029, 1037, 1038, 1054, 1072, 1073, 1100, 1126-1128

Miles, Nelson A 57, 223,

224, 271, 558, 662, 704, 723, 748, 776, 889, 941, 969, 1018, 1040, 1100, 1101, 1129

Mitchell, William G 214, 215, 220

Morgan, Charles H 336

Mott, Gershom 57, 175, 200, 224, 225, 271, 304,

365, 571, 635, 636, 660, 663, 686, 738, 748, 777, 863, 1019, 1038, 1040, 1041, 1130

Ord, Edward O. C (580

Parke, John G 633, 660-662, 675, 676,

684, 685, 700-704,. 719-721, 736, 737, 746-748, 760, 761, 774, 940, 1038, 1039

Smyth, Thomas A 224, 271, 997, 1018

Taylor, Peter A 174, 1029, 1054, 1103

Warren, Gouverneur K 8, 402, 426, 432, 764, 774, 775, 779, 844

Willcox, Orlando B 497, 727, 728, 764, 775
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Hancock, Winfield S.—Continued.

Mentioned 5, 18, 52, 57, 63, 64, 111, 124, 125, 131, 135, 136, 140,

141, 149, 150, 153, 162, 167, 175-177, 180, 181, 184-186, 188, 190, 195, 197^ 200,

201, 204-206, 208, 210, 211, 221, 222, 224-226, 228-233, 236, 238, 239, 246, 249,

254, 257, 258, 262, 265, 266, 271, 281, 286, 287, 293, 295, 304, 321, 322, 326-328,

330, 332-334, 336, 337, 343, 349, 351, 352, 354-358, 365-369, 373, 374, 376, 377,

384, 385, 391, 392, 401, 407-409, 419, 420, 429-432, 435, 436, 442, 452, 455, 466-

469, 471-473, 477, 486, 487, 489-491, 493-497, 505, 510, 511, 517-521, 524, 529,

530, 532-535, 549, 556, 571, 600, 611, 612, 626, 627, 635, 636, 662, 663, 670, 679,

683, 686, 687, 704, 713, 719, 722, 727-729, 734, 737, 738, 741, 743, 746, 748, 767,

770, 776, 782, 784, 795, 815, 826, 829, 833, 841, 850, 868, 886, 888, 889, 892, 904,

914,939, 941, 945-947, 958, 969, 971-973, 977, 978, 988, 995, 997, 1001-1006,

1008, 1014, 1017-1019, 1022, 1032, 1039, 1065, 1075, 1077, 1083, 1094, 1101,

1119, 1120, 1122, 1123, 1129, 1130, 1136, 1150, 1162, 1178, 1182, 1192, 1236

Staff. Announcement of 957

Hanger, J. Marshall. Mentioned 1171,1247

Haralson, Hu. A. Mentioned 1248

Hardaway, Robert A. Mentioned 1221, 1243

Hardee, William J. Mentioned 705

Hardenbergh, Henry M. Mentioned 782

Hardenbergh, Jacob B. Mentioned
.

858

Hardie, James A. For corresiioudence, etc., see Inspector-General’s Office, U.

S. A.

Harding, Henry. Mentioned ,1166

Hardwick, William M. Mentioned 1215,1221

Harland, Edward.
Correspondence with

Baker, Lawrence S 963, 1007

Hitchcock, George H 243,1116

Overton, Gilbert E 1007

Savage, JamesW 1116

Mentioned 624, 1007, 1150

Harman, Asher W. Mentioned 1219

Harman, John A. Mentioned 1247

Harn, William A.
Correspondence with John G. Hazard 1129

Mentioned 464, 612, 759-761, 776, 1070

Harney, George. Mentioned 615

Harper, William, jr. Correspondence with George G. Meade 408

Harrili, Lawson. Mentioned 1166

Harriman, Samuel.
Assumes command of 1st Brigade, Ist Division, 9th Army Corps 1138

Mentioned 617

Harris, D. B. Mentioned 1187

Harris, Isham G. Mentioned 1288

Harris, James G. Mentioned 1218

Harris, J. J. 'Mentioned 1250

Harris, John L. Mentioned 1166

Harris, Nathaniel H. Mentioned 4, 5, 115, 212, 267, 296, 329, 359, 393,

442, 472, 475, 476, 556, 628, 630, 674, 697, 717, 734, 757, 770, 1049, 1217, 1306

Harri.s, Richard S. Mentioned 1249

Harris, William H. Mentioned • 10

Harris, William T. Mentioned 159

Harrison, Archibald T. Mentioned 1214

Harrison, Julian. Mentioned 1219

Harrison, Randolph. Mentioned 1166, 1311
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Harrison, U. C. Correspondence with Bushrod R. Johnson 1264

Harrison, Walter. Mentioned 1271, 1272

Harrison, William B.

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 1151

Mentioned 1151

narrower, Henry G. Mentioned 888, 997

Hart, James F. Mentioned 1311

Hart, Patrick. Mentioned 616

Hart, Samuel C. Mentioned 108

Hartranft, John F.

Assignment to command 809

Assumes temporary command of 1st Division, 9th Army Corps 560

Assumes temporary command of 3d Division, 9th Army Corps 669

Correspondence with

Parke, John Gr 605

Willcox, Orlando B 68, 155, 644, 669, 679, 728

Mentioned 81, 203, 315, 320, 371,

545, 573, 605, 616, 643, 668, 679, 689, 706, 707, 809, 1 001, 1014, 1042, 1069, 1121

Staff. Announcements of 560, 669

Hartshorne, William R. Mentioned 313,315,372

Harwood, Franklin. Mentioned 152-154,565,611,612,11.50

Haskell, John C. Mentioned 1220,1275

Haskell, Joseph C. Mentioned 1156

Hassler, Ferdinand R. Mentioned 1025

Hatfield, Samuel P.

Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot 161

Mentioned 108

Hawley, Joseph R.

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 93, 164

Mentioned 562, 619, 713, 730, 744, 803

Hayes, Joseph.

Correspondence with Romeyu B. Ayres ' 313

Mentioned 275, 309, 312, 313, 324, 336

Haynes, Charles L. Mentioned 1216

Hays, Harry T. Mentioned 1216

Haywood, Edward G. Mentioned 159

Hazard, John G.

Correspondence with

Hancock, Winfield S 1102, 1129

Harn, William A 1129

Mott, Gershom - 364

Mentioned 133, 614, 686, 886, 996, 1102, 1129

Hazley, James. Mentioned 621

Heald, John A. Mentioned 925

Healy, Virgil M. Mentioned 614, 704

Hearsey, H. J. Mentioned 1250

Hebert, Louis.’

Correspondence with William H. C. Whiting 1254

Mentioned 1281

Heckman, Charles A.
Assignment to command 892

Correspondence with

Butler, Benjamin F 1116

Gibbon, John 930

Mentioned 892, 926, 930, 1026, 1062, 1070, 1114
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Page.

Hedrick, John J. Mentioned 1226

Heffron, Henry G. Mentioned 622,707

Heggart, Robert. Mentioned 613

Heintzelman, Samuel P. Mentioned 194

Hemmell, Henry. Mentioned 812

Henagan, John W. Mentioned 1215

Henderson, Thomas A. Mentioned 871

Henderson, William.
Correspondence with Henry W. Benham 147

Mentioned • 324,350

Henegan, James M. Mentioned 1250

Henry, Guy V. Mentioned 15,16

Henry, Thomas. Mentioned 612

Herbert, Arthur. Mentioned 1168,1214

Herbert, James R. Mentioned 1219

Herndon, Eugene W. Mentioned 1250

Heth (or Heath), . Mentioned 756

Heth, Henry.
Correspondence with Ambrose P. Hill 1284

Mentioned 4, 5, 26, 28, 39, 41, 53, 54, 66, 85, 86, 96, 115, 120,

145, 169, 176, 196, 211, 213, 218, 246, 274, 276, 292, 296, 297, 302, 308-310, 317,

327, 355, 359, 363, 369, 420, 437, 472, 475, 483, 521, 525, 526, 591, 607, 630, 649,

650, 749, 757, 833, 854-856, 952, 989, 1011, 1048-1050, 1118, 1126, 1143-1145,

1185. 1187, 1202, 1214, 1218, 1238, 1243, 1272, 1274, 1275, 1278, 1308, 1309

Hewetson, Ralph E. B. Mentioned 1251

Hicks, George. Mentioned 809

Hicks, George A. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Edward Ferrero.

Hicks, Martin S.

Correspondence with Edward P. Deacon 1032, 1033

Mentioned 1032, 1033

Higbee, George H. Correspondence with Gouverneur K. Warren 844

Higginbotham, John C. Mentioned 1216

Hill, Ambrose P.

Correspondence with

Heth, Henry 1284

Lee, Robert E 1284

Mentioned 28, 55, 79, 85, 112, 115,

144, 167, 169, 211, 220, 274, 277, 356, 421, 451, 483, 484, 591, 596, 638, 684, 703,

757, 770, 806, 833, 880, 989, 1030, 1042, 1048, 1051, 1121, 1128,1144, 1145, 1175,

1178. 1184. 1187, 1191, 1196, 1202, 1206, 1214, 1217, 1243, 1245, 1272, 1302

Hill, Charles D. Mentioned 1249

Hill, Daniel H. Mentioned 96, 297

'Hill, George J. Mentioned 980

Hill, J. B. Mentioned 1262

Hill, Lewis H. Mentioned 1217

Hindes, George W. Mentioned 621

Hinkle, David W. Mentioned 1250

Hitchcock, George H.
Correspondence with

Harland, Edw ard 243, 1116

Palmer, Innis N 243, 590

Savage, James W 73

Mentioned 624, 1116

Hobson, Owen H. Mentioned 1263
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Hodges, Wesley C. Mentioned 159

Hodsdon, John L. For correspondence, etc., see Maine, Adjutant-General of.

Hoffman, John S. Mentioned 1216

Hoffman, Wickham. For correspondence as A. A. G., see George F. Shepley.

Hoffman, William. Correspondence with U. S. Grant 194

Hofmann, J. William.

Correspondence with Samuel W. Crawford 825

Mentioned 345, 453, 547, 615, 752, 753, 825, 845, 1075, 1103, 1135

Hogan, Michael K. Mentioned 59

Hoge, Edward F. Mentioned 1 1215

Hogg, George. Mentioned 612

Hoke, Rol^ert F. Mentioned 17,

26, 85, 86, 96, 115, 126, 128, 169, 276, 292, 297, 302, 308, 310, 317, 363, 368, 369,

437, '468, 512, 518, 538, 543, 551, 568, 569, 630, 650, 720, 724, 725, 729, 730, 740,

854-856, 871, 880, 881, 893, 894, 899, 910, 913, 927,928, 936, 952, 975, 989,1048-

1050, 1065, 1066, 1079, 1093, 1122-1124, 1128, 1143-1145, 1149, 1158, 1159,

. 1166, 1187, 1190, 1192, 1194, 1202, 1216, 1224, 1227, 1244, 1245, 1252, 1275

Holden, William. Correspondence with Innis N. Palmer 610

Holleyman, John W. Mentioned 1306

Holliday, Frederick W. M. Mentioned 1216

Holliday, Robert K. Mentioned 1249

Hollis, Abijah. Mentioned 616

Holman, Harrison W.
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Fisher 772,773,

786, 796, 797, 806, 817-819, 834, 836, 857, 858, 883, 900, 915, 916, 936,

953, 965, 980, 990, 1012, 1013, 1031, 1052, 1067, 1068, 1095, 1098, 1120

Mentioned 1097

Holman, John H.
Correspondence with William Birney 652

Mentioned . * 599, 620, 622

Holmes, Joseph W. Mentioned 613

Holmes, Robert. Mentioned 599

Holmes, Theophilus H.
Correspondence with

Davis, Jefferson 1192

AVhiting, William H. C 1295, 1300

Mentioned / 1223, 1234, 1289

Holt, Joseph H. Mentioned 1247

Holt, Willis C. Mentioned 1215

Hood, John B.

Correspondence with War Department, C. S 705

Mentioned 17, 35, 37,

41, 85, 86, 115, 193, 682, 705, 735, 882, 1050, 1198, 1199, 1255, 1258, 1259, 1264

Hood, William H. Mentioned 1225, 1268

Hooker, Joseph. Mentioned 1170

Hooks, Boaz F. Mentioned 1225

Hopkins, Charles F. Mentioned 1218

Hopper, George C. Mentioned 615

Hopper, George F. Mentioned 613

Hord, E. L. Mentioned 1262

Horton, Everett S. Mentioned 617

Hough, John S. Mentioned 616

Houston, A. O. Mentioned 1262

Hovey, Solomon, jr. Mentioned 1 59
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Howard, Charles. Mentioned 1181

Howard, Henry. Mentioned 827

Howard, John B.

Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler 93, 138, 182, 233, 499

Mentioned 463,715

Howard, William A. Mentioned 623

Howe, Albion P. Mentioned 447

Howe, Edward E. Mentioned 311

Howell, Charles W.
Correspondence with Gouverneur K. Warren 677

Mentioned 491, 529, 530, 1136

Howell, John H. Mentioned 622

Howell, Joshua B.

Assignment to command 650

Correspondence with

Birney, David B 781

Terry, Alfred H 608, 651

Mentioned 379, 414, 562, 619, 650, 673, 811

'Believed from command of 3d Division, 10th Army Corps 811

Howie, Sandford G. Mentioned 1166

Hoysradt, Nicholas. Mentioned 859

Hubard, E. W. Correspondence with War Department, C. S... 1151

Hubbard, H. H. Mentioned 1274

Hubbard, Stephen L. Mentioned 622

Hudson, John W. Mentioned 59, 68

Hudson, Joshua H. Mentioned 1166,1311

Hudson, J. W. Mentioned 1250

Hueston, Edgar J. Mentioned 612

Huger, Frank. Mentioned 1220,1275,1291

Huggins, James H. Mentioned 1166

Hughes, Chester K. Mentioned 614

Hughes, John. Mentioned 1262

Hughes, W. J. Mentioned 1248

Hughs, John M.
Correspondence with

Blair, A. A 1286

Johnson, Bushrod R 1264, 1286

Ready, Horace 1285

Snowden, Robert B 1286

Mentioned . .
.*. 256, 893, 1213, 1263, 1264, 1288

Huguley, George W. Mentioned 1166

Humphrey, William.
Correspondence with Orlando B. Willcox 33,406

Mentioned. 20, 33, 68, 81, 203, 320, 617, 728, 741, 1137, 1143

Humphreys, Andrew A.
Correspondence with

Bates, John C 1109

Emory, Campbell D 627

Grant, U.S 467

Meade, George G 4,

28, 29, 39, 84, 102, 124, 166, 293, 443, 468, 471-473, 475, 520, 591, 992, 1065

Parke, John G 494, 626, 627

Warren, Gouverneur K 90

Williams, Seth 1122
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Humphreys, Andrew A.—Continued.

^Mentioned 52, 144, 146, 227, 262-265, 283,

285, 288, 290, 294, 295, 306, 326, 345, 354, 416, 452-455, 468, 480, 520, 568, 638,

641, 654, 655, 662, 682, 707, 727, 738, 758, 801, 803, 815, 826, 831, 833, 834, 866,

867,879,911,919,923,925,940, 969, 976, 1035, 1037, 1064, 1102-1110, 1177

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see George G. Meade; also John G. Parke.

Humphreys, Benjamin G. Mentioned 757, 1066, 1215

Hunchback, U. S. S. Mentioned 952

Hunt, Henry J,

Correspondence with

Abbot, Henry L 182, 256, 257, 598, 607

Edgell, FrederFck M . . . . 775, 788, 800, 823, 838, 863, 957, 969, 982, 997, 1017, 1040

Hancock, Wintield S 571,634,759

Jackson, Richard H 849

McGilvery, Freeman 649

Meade, Geor<;e G 142, 831, 949, 991

Monroe, J. Albert 547,573

Parke, John G 547

Piper, Alexander 464

Shaffer, Calvin 1070

Mentioned 177, 178, 192, 392, 415, 520, 526, 570, 574, 611, 612, 703, 721,

742, 760, 761, 850, 875, 895, 901, 920, 921, 949, 992, 996, 998, 1004, 1039, 1150

Hunt, Horatio N. Mentioned 613

Hunter, David. Mentioned 38, 1170

Hunton, Eppa. Mentioned 1168, 1214, 1271, 1272, 1291

Hurt, William B. Mentioned 1222

Hutchins, Nathan L., jr. Mentioned 1215

Hutchins, Robert A.
Correspondence with

Meade, George G 347, 405

Parke, John G 373

Mentioned 178

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Orlando B. Willcox; also John G. Parke.

Hyde, Joel W. Mentioned 650

Hyman, Joseph H. Mentioned 1218, 1308

Illinois Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry

—

Regiments: 8th, 61.

Infantry—Regiments : 39th, 619.

Indiana Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalry

—

Regiments: 1st, 611.

Infantry—/?e5r/me/7fs; 7th, 616; 13th, 620; 19th, 304, 616, 1105
;
20th, 613,

761, 762, 777, 888.

Ingalls, Rufus.

Correspondence with

liurnside, Ambrose E 80

Duane, James C 566

Grant, U. S 565

Meade, George G 40, 95, 102, 195, 542, 566, 591, 1123

Quartermaster-GeneraEs Office, U. S. A. . 40, 53, 66, 76, 102, 125, 329, 443, 471, 566

Mentioned 39, 78, 151, 168, 204, 447, 567, 591, 611, 625, 626, 631, 1150

Ingraham, Charles H. Mentioned 615

Ingraham, Duncan N. Mentioned 1240

87 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Innis, Gustavus S.

Correspondeuco with
Butler, Benjamin F 38, 72

Marston, Gilman 121, 122

Mentioned 101,111,121,122,140

Inspector-General’s Office, U. S. A. Correspondence with Benjamin F.

Butler.....' 82

Intercourse. See Trade and Iniercourse.

Ireland, Oscar B. Mentioned 458,632

Irvin, John. (Lieutenant.) Mentioned 613

Irvin, John. (Lieutenaiit-Colonei.) Mentioned 614

Irwin, William D.
Correspondence with Samuel P. Spear 977

Mentioned 977

Iverson, Alfred, jr. Mentioned 37

Ives, Lucius H. Mentioned 612

Jack, John T. Mentioned 615

Jackson, George. Mentioned 1226

Jackson, J. H. Mentioned 1273

Jackson, Richard H.
Assignment to command 672

Correspondence with
Birney, David B. . . 692, 712, 781, 792, 803, 811, 830, 849, 895, 906, 949, 961, 976, 986

Hunt, Henry .T 849

Mentioned '

553, 650, 672, 680, 781, 811, 976, 986, 995, 996, 1081

Jacobs, Ferris, jr. Mentioned 756,873

James, Army of the. (Union.)

Foster, Kohert S., assigned to temporary command of 2d Division, 10th

Arm 5
'^ Corps : : 438

Gibbon, John, assigned to temporary command of 18tli Army Corps 691

Heckman, Charles A., assigned to temporary command of 2d Division, 18th

Army Corps 892

Howell, Joshua B.

Assigned to temporary command of 3d Division, 10th Army Corps 650

Relieved from command of 3d Division, 10th Army Corps 811

Ord, Edward O. C., assigned to temporary command of 499

Orders, series ISQi—Butler

:

Aug. 4, 51; Aug. 25, 499; Sept. 30, 1149.

D. B. Birney: Aug. 13, 163; Aug. 14 (three), 186,188; Aug.
21, 380; Sept. 28 (two), 1081, 1082. Terr/ : Aug. 22 (two),

414; Sept. 6, 730.

Orders, Circulars, series 1864

—

Ames: Aug. 2, 25; Aug. 21, 388. D. B.

Birney

:

Aug. 13, 163; Aug. 15 (three), 208; Aug. 16 (two), 223,

236; Aug. 17, 258; Aug. 19,324; Aug. 20 (two), 351, 352; Aug.
21, 379; Aug. 22 (two), 413; Aug. 24, 4.59; Aug. 27. 552;

Sept. 24 (two), 1004; Sept. 27 (two), 1062; Sept. 29 (two),

1114; Sept. 30 (three), 1146, 1147. William Birney: Aug. 30,

599. Carr: Aug. 25 (two), 514. Foster ; Aug. 29, 584. Gibbon:

Sept. 15,851. Ord: Aug. 30, 599. Stevens: Aug. 18, 290.

Terry

:

Sept. 1, 651; Sept. 13, 812.

Order.s, General, series Butler

:

June 19, 648; No. 96, 438; No.

106, 742; No. 112, 1024; No. 115, 1080; No. 116, 1146. D. B.

Birney: No. 20,23; No. 22, 70; No. 24, 162; No. 25, 325; No.

27, 459; No. 34, 1026; No. 35, 1061; No. 36, 1081. William

Birney: No. 1, 599; No. 7, 976. Foster: No. 20, 70; Aug.

24, 459; No. 24, .540; No. 25, 554. Kautz

:

No. 8, 767. Ord:

No. 99, 72; No. 109,555; No. 125, 1006. Osborn: No. 5, 164.

jt Pennypacker

:

No. 34, 851. Plaisted

:

No. 25, 460. Pond: No.

4, 896. Terry : No. 25, 693.
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James, Army of the. (Union)—Continued.

Orders, Special, series 1864

—

Butter: No. 232,4.57; No. 233, 500; No.

249, 780; No. 256, 892; No. 266, 1060. D. B. Birney : No. 30,

680; No. 97, 101; No. 98, 110; No. 100, 139; No. 101, 161;

Aug. 19, 325; No. 103, 414; No. 104,438; No. 107,552; Nos.

109, 110, 584; No. 113, 608; No. 114, 650; No. 115, 672
;

No. 117, 712; No. 124, 811; No. 128,895; No. 134, 985; No.

136, 1026; Sept. 25, 1027; No. 138, 1061. Carr: No. 32,37.

Foster: No. 80, 541; No. 81, 555; No. 93, 830; No. 95, 872;

No. 98, 986. Heckman : No. 119, 1063. Jackson : No. 29, 986.

McGHvery : No. 15, .585. Ord

:

No. 123, 649; No. 235, 551;

No. 239, 606; No. 240, 647; No. 244, 708. Paine: No. 83,

37. Piper : No. 16, 694. Plaisted

:

No. 105, 506. Terry : No.

104, 562; No. 108, 673; No. 112, 744; No. 117, 803; No. 118,

812; No. 128, 1005; No. 132, 1082. Turner: No. 73, 161; No.

75, 325; No. 76, 352.

Organization, strength, etc.

Aug. 13, 1864 164

'Aug. 31, 1864 618-622

Sept. 30, 1864 1150

Pond, Francis B., assigned to temporary command of 3d Division, 10th

Army Corps 811

'VVeitzel, Godfrey, assigned to command of 18th Army Corps 1146

James River, Va. Demonstration on the north hank of, at Deep Bottom,

Aug. 13-20, 1864 (includiug combats at Fussell’s Mill, Gravel

Hill, Bailey’s Creek, Deep Run (or Creek), White’s Tavern,

Charles City Road, New Market Road, etc.).

Communications from

Barlow, Francis C 175

Birney, David B 163, 183-188, 204, 206-209, 221, 235-237, 257, 258, 292, 325

Butler, Benjamin F , 136, 162, 180, 183-185, 206, 231-233, 238, 324

Dandy, George B 181

Davis, Jefferson 1180

De Kay, Sidney B 250

Grant,\j. S 136, M8,

167, 173, 185, 198, 206, 210, 217, 222, 231, 232, 248-250, 268, 269, 293, 299-302

Gregg, David McM 179, 204, 228-230, 321, 348

Gregg, J . Irvin 205

Hancock, Winfield S 132,

149, 172-175, 179, 180, 185, 197-200, 204, 205, 207, 215-225,228-230,

235, 236, 247-249, 257, 258, 269-271, 287, 299-303, 321, 333, 334, 336

Kensel, George A 239

Lee, Robert E 1176, 1180, 1181, 1189

Meade, George G 124, 131, 132, 135, 174, 218

Miles, Nelson A 223

Mitchell, William G 214, 215, 220

Mott, Gershom 200, 225

Sharpe, George H 213,245,246
Taylor, Constantine 205

Taylor, Peter A 174

Turner, Jolin W 238

Washburn, Francis 381

Wooster, William B 206,209,239
Congratulatory Orders. Birney 325

Newspaper extract concerning 301
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James, Martin S. Mentioned 562,620

James S. Green, Steamer. Mentioned ' 182

Jameson, Thorndike C. Mentioned 624

Janney, E. H.
Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1302

Mentioned 1247

Jarvis, William H. Mentioned 1268

J. A. S. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 797, 818, 836,

857, 858, 883, 915, 916, 936, 953, 965, 980, 990, 1013, 1031, 1052, 1068, 1098

Jay, William. Mentioned 1075

Jayne, Joseph M. Mentioned 1217,1306

Jeffords, Robert J. Mentioned 1219,1310
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Navy, C. S. Co-operation of, with Army. Communications from

Lee, Eobert E ’ 1290

Mitchell, John K 1290

Pickett, George E 1291

War Department, C. S 1290, 129'3

Navy, U. S. Co-operation of, with Army. Communications from

Grant, U. S 769

Palmer, Innis N 590

Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with

Mitchell, John K *

1290

War Department, C. S 1282, 1290, 1295

Whiting, William H. C 1297

Navy Department, U. S. Correspondence witli

Butler, Benjamin F 82, 100

Grant, U. S 654, 674, 697, 769

Neal, James H. Mentioned 1166

Neary, William J. Mentioned 1248

Neel, William H. R. Correspondence with Peter A. Taylor 196,818

Neeper, William B. Mentioned 614

Negroes.
Employment of, as laborers. Communications from

Butler, Benjamin F 411

Grant, U. S 411

Martin, Frederick 653

Palmer, Innis N 590, 600, 610, 654

Impressment of. Communications from

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A 1268

Lee, Robert E 1256, 1260, 1282

AVar Department, C. S 1260, 1261, 1269

AVhiting, William H. C 1280, 1282

Neill, Thomas H.
Mentioned 1 795

Relieved from duty with 18th Army Cor2)s 795

Nelson, Andrew M. Mentioned 1218

Nelson, George S. Mentioned 615

Nelson, William. Mentioned 1221

Nethercutt, John H. Mentioned 1166

Newberry, Walter C. Mentioned 617

New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—^affer/es ; 1st, 88, 364, 614, 634, 722, 759, 839, 941, 957, 997,

1017.

. Infantry

—

Regiments: 2d, 500, 621, 1045
;
3d, 164, 459, 619; 4th, 620, 896;

5th, 612; 6th, 617; 7th, 164, 619; 9th, 617; 10th, 387, 621; 11th, 617;

12th, 13th, 621.

New Jersey Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light

—

Batteries: 1st, 88, 612, 1040; 2d, 88, 151, 364, 614, 775, 982;

3d, 364, 614, 635, 722, 957, 969, 1017; 4th, 620; 5th, 620, 895, 1017.
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New Jersey Troops. Mentioned—Continued.

Cavalry

—

Regiments: 1st, 618; 3d, 616,1125.

Infantry

—

Regiments

:

5th, 545, 614, 739
;

6th, 545, 614, 705
;
7th, 614, 739

;

8th, 614,704,705,739; 9th, 500,621; 11th, 614, 704, 983, 984; 12th, 613;

37th, 551,560,561,599,620,1026,1027; 38th, 1062,1063.

Newton, John. Mentioned 750, 752, 753

New York Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy

—

Regiments: 2d, 85, 140, 612; 4th, 18, 78, 602, 612, 832
;
4th

(Batteries), D, L,614; 6th, 140, 141, 151, 752; 7th, 613; 8th, 59.5, 613, 1071,

1072; 10th, 140; 13th, 623, 694, 813; 13th (Batteries), A, H, 619; M,
1025; 14th, 92,104,616,643; 15th, 275,345, 615; 16th, 93, 164, 352, 619,

623, 1045.

Artillery, Light—5affer/es: 3d, 612; 7th, 622; 8th, 623; 11th, 88,151,

364,614,838,863,982,1040,1102; 12th, 88,364,614, 635, 941, 957, 969, 997,

1017,1040, 1102; 15th, 88, 616; 16th, 620, 986, 1017; 17th, 622; 19th,

547, 570, 618, 827
;
23d, 624, 794

;
24th, 623

;
27th, 547, 570, 618

;
33d, 620

;

34th, 45, 100, 134, 135, 203, 284, 570, 618. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), B,

616; C, D, E, 88, 616; G, 88, 151, 364, 614, 703, 721, 722, 738, 839, 997, 1017;

H, 88, 616, 1041; L, 88,616; 3d, 624; 3d (Batteries), C, 623; E, 74, 620;

H, 620, 692, 986, 1017; K, M, 622.

Cavalry—Battalions: 23d, 623. Companies: Oneida, 612. Regiments: 2d
(Mounted Bifles), 434, 617,1042,1053; 3d, 165, 282, 291, 622, 715,716,873-

876, 897, 907; 7th,* 71, 186, 597, 598, 619, 623, 934, 1150; 10th, 204, 206, 618;

12th, 73, 624
;
20th, 623, 696, 697

;
24th, 617, 1042, 1053.

Engineers—/?e^/me/7fs ; 1st, 501, 618, 619, 1029, 1030, 1081, 1150; 15th, 147,

333, 350, 362, 611, 1037; 50th, 152, 611, 1037, 1128.

Infantry

—

Battalions: 1st Sharpshooters, 616. Regiments: 3d, 563, 620;

5th (Veteran), 615; 7th, 612; 10th, 613; 39th, 612; 40th, 613, 762, 983;

44th, 615,999; 46th, 617; 47th, 620,694; 48th, 620, 714, 896, 1005
;
51st,

617; 52d, 57th, 612; 59th, 613; 61st, 594, 612; 63d, 612; 64th, 66th,

613; 69th, 612; 72d, 614; -73d, 613,983; 76th, 615, 800; 79th, 622,647,

707; 80th, 611; 81st, 621; 85th, 623; 86th, 613, 762, 983, 997 ;
88th, 612;

89th, 621, 1062, 1063, 1089; 92d, 621; 93d, 614; 94th, 615, 1022, 1041;

95th, 615, 800; 96th, 621; 97th, 615; 98th, 621; 99th, 73, 624; 100th,

181, 506, 540, 619; 104th, 615; 108th, 613; 109th, 617; 111th, 612;

112th, 563, 620; 115th, 620; 117th, 563, 620; 118th, 621; 120th, 614,

739; 124th, 613, 762, 983; 125th, 126th, 612; 132d, 624; 139th, 621;

140th, 615; 142d, 563, 620, 694; 146th, 615; 147th, 615, 800; 148th,

621; 152d, 155th, 613; 158th, 500, 623; 164th, 595, 613, 1071, 1072;

169th, 620; 170th, 613; 179th. 92,605,616,643,668; 182d,613; 184th,

1062,1063; 185th, 1125,1136.

Nichols, Edward T. Correspondence with David B. Birney 184

Nichols, George F. Mentioned 621

Nicolson, James M. Mentioned 1262

Noble, . Mentioned 1007

Noble, Charles, jr. For correspondence as A. A. D. C., see David B. Birney.

North Carolina, C. S. S. Mentioned 1294, 1297

North Carolina.

Aflairs in, generally. Communications from

Beauregard, G. T 1232, 1246

Holmes, Theophilus H 1300

Lee, Robert E 1206, 1235, 1242

North Carolina, Governor of 1235, 1299, 1300

War Department, C. 1236

Whiting, William H. C 1212, 1240, 1253-12.55, 1289, 1293, 1295, 1297

Ist Mounted Ilifles.
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North Carolina—Continued,

Operations in. Commvinications from

Baker, Lawrence S 1203

Beauregard, G. T 1234

Butler, Benjamin F 84

Hitchcock, George H 243

Vogdes, Israel 84

North Carolina, District of. (Union.)

Affairs in, generally. Communications from

Harland, Edward 963

Hitchcock, George H 73, 590

Palmer, Innis N 210, 731

Movements and disposition of troops in. Communication from Edward
Harland 793

Operations in. Communications from

Harland, Edward 1116

Hitchcock, George H 1116

North Carolina, Governor of. Correspondence with

Baker, Lawrence S 1203

Beauregard, G. T 1234

Lee, Robert E 1206, 1235, 1242, 1252

Whiting, William H. C 1282, 1289, 1293, 1299, 1300

North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Heavy

—

Battalions : 1st, 1226
;

10th, 1227, 1235. Batteries :

Buie’s, 1227. Regiments: 2d,* 1226,1235; 2d {Batteries), B, 1227; 3d,t

1226, 1235.

Artillery, Light

—

Battalions: 3d {Batteries), A, 1227; B, C, 1226; 13th,

1225; 13th {Batteries), A, 1226; B, 1225; C, 1167,1207, 1227, 1241; D,

1226. Batteries: Branch, 1220; Rowan, 1220; Sampson, 1226. Regi-

ments: lst,t 1225-1227,1245,1267; 1st {Batteries), A, 1220; B, 1225; C,

1191, 1222, 1245; E, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; G, 1225, 1226; H, I, 1226.

Cavalry— ^affa//o/7s: 15th, 16th, 1226. Companies: Coast Guards, 1226

;

Spencer Rangers, 1226. Regiments: 1st, 708, 715, 1220, 1310; 2d, 881,

1220, 1310; 3d, 881, 1179, 1225, 3310; 4th, 296, 297,521,1220,1228,1310;

5th, 360, 881, 1220, 1310
;
6th, 921, 1116, 1225, 1228.

Infantry

—

Battalions: 1st Sharpshooters, 1216,1225; 2d, 1217; 2d Local

Defense, 1226; 2d Reserves, 1226; 3d Senior Reserves, 1225; 4th Ju-

nior Reserves, 1226; 8th Junior Reserve.s, 1226. Regiments: 1st, 1216;

l.st Junior Reserves, 1226; 2d, 1217; 3d, 232,240,1216; 4th, 5th, 1217;

6th, 1216; 7th, 159, 806, 998, 1123, 1218, 1308; 8th, 1166, 1227; 11th, 1218,

1274,1309; 12th, 1217; 13th, 1218, 1308; 14th, 1217; 15th, 1218; 16th,

1218,1308; 17th, 1166, 1227; 18th, 159,238,1123, 1218, 1308; 20th, 1217;

21st, 1216; 22d, 984,1218,1308; 23d, 1217; 24th, 1166, 1227, 1311
;
25th,

569,3166,1227, 1311; 26tli, 1218, 1274, 1309; 27tli, 1100, 1218; 28th, 159,

218,1218,1308; 30th, 1217; 31st, 543, 1166, 1227; 32d, 1217; 33d, 159,

218, 789, 1218, 1308
;
34th,789, 796, 855, 856, 867, 952, 1218, 1308

;
35th, 1166,

1227, 1311; 37th, 159, 218, 1042, 1048, 1055, 1218, 1308; 38tli, 218, 718, 913,

922,965, 971, 1218,1308; 42d, 34,1166,1227; 43d, 1217; 44th, 420,1218,

1274,1309; 45th,1217; 4 6th, 657, 1065, 1218; 47th, 1218, 1274, 1309; 48th,

318,327,1048, 1218; 49th, 881,1166, 1227, 1311; 50th, 1225-1227; 51st,

658,1166,1227; 52d, 1218,1274,1309; 53d, 1217; 54th, 1216; 55th, 1218,

1273,1309; 56th, 1166, 1227, 1311; 57th,1216; 60th, 1227; 61st, 66th,

1166,1227; 67th, 1225.

* Also called 3tith North Carolina,

t Also called 40th North Caroliua.

J Also called 10th North Carolina.
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North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Artillery, Heavy

—

Regiments: 1st {Colored), 624,794.

Infantry

—

Regiments: 1st, 623,624; 2d, 623.

North Carolina and Southern Virginia, Department of. (Confederate.)

Confederate troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Aug. 8-29, 1864- 1166, 1167

Aug. 29, 1864 1207

Sept. 1,1864 1224-1228

Sept. 10, 1864 1244,1245

Sept. 20, 1864 1266-1268

Sept. 30, 1864 1311

Orders, Special, series 1864

—

Beauregard

:

No. 62, 1158; No. 80, 1209; No.

82, 1231; No. 83, 1234.

Recommendations for promotion in. Communication from G. T. Beaure-

gard 1196

Northern Virginia, Army of.

Consolidation of Archer’s and Johnson’s brigades. Communications from

Archer, James J 1284

Blair, A. A 1286

Heth, Henry 1284

Hughs, John M 1286

Hughs, John M., et al 1264

Johnson, Bushrod R 1263, 1265, 1283, 1287, 1288

Lee, Robert E 1285

Ready, Horace 1285

Snowden, Robert B 1286

Hampton,Wade.

Assigned to command of Cavalry Corps 1171

Assumes command of Cavalry Corps 1173

Inspection of. Communication from Henry E. Peyton 1270

Orders, General, series 1864—Z.ee : No. 52, 1157; No. 54, 1169; No. 58,

1302. Alexander : Sept. 30, 1306. Hampton

:

No. 10, 1173.

Orders, Special, series 1864—Z.ee; No. 189, 1171; No. 196, 1185; No. 197,

1189; No. 199, 1195; No. 205, 1207; No. 207, 1210. Huger:

No. 24, 1156.

Organization, strength, etc.

Aug. 9-29, 1864 1168

Aug. 31, 1864 1213-1222

Sept. 10, 1864 1243,1245

Sept. 29, 1864 1306

Sept. 30, 1864 1307-1311

Recommendations for promotion in. Communication from Wade Hamp-
ton 1278

Steuart, George H., assigned to duty in 1170

Northington, John S. Mentioned 1249

Northrop, Lucius B. Mentioned 1268

Norton, A. C. Mentioned 1249

Norton, Lemuel B.

Correspondence with

Baker, William N 499, 500
Bruyn, Wilson 536
Butler, Benjamin F 12-14, 22, 23, 35, 50, 62, 69, 108, 121,

138, 139, 160, 234, 256, 287, 376, 377, 109, 410, 412, 456, 457, 497, 499, 500, 536
Cross, Charles F 458

Dana, Gustavus S 13, 50, 63, 70, 83, 106, 107, 138, 147, 160



1400 INDEX.

Norton, Lemuel B.—Continued.

Correspondence with

Davis, Charles L 145

Krzywoszynski, Julius C 377

Ord, Edward O. C 560, 606

Partridge, Sylvester B 680

Patterson, Theodore F 589

Simons, Alfred G 13, 14, 22, 35, 100, 138, 139, 234, 409, 456

Mentioned 145, 6 18, 619, 632, 742

Norwood, W. N. Mentioned 1250

O. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 97, 98, 376

Oakman, Hiram A. Mentioned 617

Oates, R. M. Mentioned 1249

O’Brien, Alfred G. Mentioned 1215

O’Brien, Richard. Correspondence with Thomas T. Eckert 542

Ohio Troops.

Mentioned.

Artillery, Light

—

Regiments: l&t {Batteries)

,

H, 88,202,612.

Cavalry

—

Regiments: 6th, 618; 13th, 617, 1042, 1053,

Infantry—Companies -* 9th Sharpshooters, 617
;
10th Sharpshooters,

617. Regiments: 4th, 613; 60th, 617; 62d, 619, 673,896; 67th, 608,

619,713; 130th, 133d, 110; 155th, 234.

Thanks of President, U. S., to the National Guard 768

O’Neill, Henry. Mentioned 615

O’Neill, John B. G. Mentioned 1306

Onondaga, U. S. S. Mentioned 147

Ord, Edward O. C.

Assignment to command 499

Correspondence with

Abbot, Henry L 588, 647, 1112, 1113

Ames, Adelbert 25, 51, 94, 240, 388, 417, 515

Birney, David B 463, 464, 502, 503, 505, 537, 538, 560-562, 584, 587, 650

Bowers, Theodore S 83

Burnham, Hiram 24

Butler, Benjamin F 15, 37, 50, 65, 71, 83,

190, 288, 382, 385, 440, 457, 462, 463, 501, 509, 510, 987, 1044, 1062, 1082, 1088

Carr, Joseph B . . 15, 25, 193, 209, 240, 290, 386, 387, 416, 439-441, 464, 513, 514, 600

Davis, Robert S 609

Foster, Robert S 540, 553

Grant, U.S 15,

123, 353, 384, 511, 534, 535, 542, 585-587, 597, 598, 647, 692, 1062, 1115

Hancock, Winfield S 680

Marston, Gilman 610

Meade, George G.. . 8, 24, 37, 63-65, 71, 83, 84, 190-193, 240, 278-280, 288, 289, 353,

363, 382-385, 415, 416, 439, 440, 443, 461, 462, 509-511, 535, 536, 550, 1095, 1115

Michie, Peter S 588

Mott, Gershom 365

Norton, Lemuel B 560, 606

Paine, Charles J 240, 588

Palmer, Inuis N 654

Parke, John G 178, 289, 290, 671

Parker, Ely S 83

Potter, Joseph H 1089

Read, Theodore 553

Roberts, Samuel H 443,462
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Ord, Edward O. C.—Continued.

Correspondence with

Shaffer, JohnW 512, 513, 550

Shurtleff, Giles W 385

Terry, Alfred H 506

War Department, U. S 716

Wright, Elias 416

Mentioned 7, 10, 15, 26, 51-53, 55-57, 60, 68, 70, 77, 85, 88,

94, 115, 136, 168-170, 176, 178, 180, WO, 193, 202, 203, 209, 226, 240, 244, 261-

263, 266, 276, 282, 283, 293, 295, 303, 323, 350, 354-356, 358, 363, 365, 375, 376,

386, 387, 391-393, 417, 420, 436-438, 440-443, 449-451, 455, 457-459, 467, 468,

471, 480, 498-500, 502, 504, 506, 507, 510, 511, 513-516, 519, 520, 535, 536, 538-

541, 550, 552, 554, 560, 562, 587, 593, 598, 600, 604, 606, 609, 610, 618, 621, 649,

650, 672, 691, 709, 710, 715, 742, 906, 977, 1003, 1047, 1060, 1083-1086, 1091,

1092, 1109, 1110, 1113-1115, 1137, 114.5, 1146, 1148, 1170, 1171, 1236, 1304

Ordnance Department, U. S. A. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot. 121, 183, 287

Organization, Strength, etc.

Confederate Troops 1166-

1168, 1207, 1213-1222, 1224-1228, 1243-1245, 1266-1268, 1306-1311

Union Troops 164,611-624,1150

Orr, William. Mentioned 616

Orwig, Thoma.<3 G. Mentioned 620,692

Osborn, Francis A.
Assignment to command 161

Assumes command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Corps 164

Corresi)ondence with Robert S. Foster 461, 652, 681, 744, 793, 851, 907

Mentioned- 161, 164, 187, 188, 237, 540, .541, 585, 620, 651, 681, 782, 792, 813, 896, 985-987

Relieved from command of 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Corps .. 985, 986

Osborne, Robert C. Mentioned 1249

Osceola, U. S. S. Mentioned 49

Otey, John M. Mentioned 1178

For correspondence as A. A. G., see G. T. Beauregard.

Otis, Elmer.
Correspondence with Henry W. Benham 919

Mentioned 660

Otis, Elwell S. Mentioned 615

Ould, Robert. Mentioned 1169, 1298

Overton, Edward, jr. Mentioned 617

Overton, Gilbert E.

Correspondence with Edward Harland 1007

Mentioned 1007

Owen, Thomas H. Mentioned. 1219

Owen, William Miller. Mentioned 11.56

Owens, A. T. Mentioned 12.50

Owens, Silas. Mentioned 1251

Owens, William A. Mentioned 1217

Pacetty, J. Anthony. Mentioned 1306

Page, L. R. Mentioned 1278

Paine, Charles J.

Correspondence with

Birney, David B .539, 1149

Bmtlcr, Benjamin F 766, 987, 1027, 1088

Duncan, Samnel A 38

Gibbon, John 766
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Paine, Charles J.—Continued.

Correspondence with

Drd, Edward O. C 240, 588

Wright, Elias 383, 384 516

Mentioned 37. 38. 504 505,

510, 516, 537, 538, 540, 588, 622, 1027, 1083-1085, 1088, 1109, 1114, 1146-1148

Paine, Jedediah C. Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 44

Palfrey, Edward A. Mentioned 1197

Palmer, Innis N.
Correspondence with

Amory, Thomas J. C 731

Butler, Benjamin F 210

Hitchcock, George H 243,590

Holden, William 610

Josselyn, Francis 590

Lawson, Henry T 600

Ord, Edward O. C 654

War Department, U. S 123

Wardrop, David W 590

Mentioned 243. 500. 590. 600. 610. 611. 618. 623. 793. 1116

Palmer, John B. Mentioned 1161

Palmer, Thomas M. Correspondence with

Baker, James M 1188

Maxwell, A. E 1188

Parham, William A. Mentioned 1217

Paris, Andrew B. Mentioned 1226

Park, Wisner. Mentioned 621

Parke, John G.

Assumes command of 9th Army Corps 177

Correspondence with

Babcock, John C 757,770

Barnard, John G 683

Birney, David B 634,

672, 680, 685, 691, 710-712, 719, 720, 729, 730, 742, 754, 755, 765, 781

Ferrero, Edward 285, 374, 434, 534, 1077, 1105, 1106

Fisher, Benjamin F 675, 700, 736, 747, 771

Gibbon, John 719,720

Gowan, George W 281

Grant, U. S 654, 655, 682, 683, 697, 717, 734, 746, 1000, 1137

Gregg, David McM 644-

646, 664, 669-671, 680, 690, 691, 695, 708, 719, 729, 741, 754, 764, 779

Hancock, Winfield S 633, 660-662, 675,

676, 684, 685, 700-704, 719-721, 736, 737, 746-748, 760, 761, 774, 940,1038,1039

Hartranft, John F 605

Humplireys, Andrew A 494, 626, 627

Hunt, Henry J 547

Hutchins, Robert A 373

Kautz, August V 652

Locke, Frederick T 496

McEntee, John 656, 657, 674, 683, 697, 698, 717, 718, 734, 746

Meade, George G 178, 202, 227, 228, 252, 278-283,

315-319, 346, 347, 362, 373, 404-406, 434, 454, 455, 491, 494, 495, 551, 533, 547,

548, 559, 571-573, 596, 597, 603, 642, 789, 790, 801, 807, 821, 825, 826, 846, 847,

859, 862, 866, 891, 902, 904, 922, 939, 945, 946, 958, 971, 972, 984, 1000, 1015,

1021, 1022, 1028, 1037, 1041, 1042, 1056, 1076-1078, 1105, 1130, 1137, 1138
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Parke, John G.—Continued.

Correspondence with

Michler, Nathaniel 604

Ord, Edward O. C 178, 289, 290, 671

Potter, Robert B 203, 497, 605, 808, 827, 1076

Sharpe, George H 735

Stryker, William S 659, 749,

Warren, Goiiverneur K 283, 284,

309, 310, 319, 496, 596, 602, 633, 638-640, 663-665, 676, 677, 685, 688, 705, 706,

719, 720, 724, 739, 749, 750, 762, 763, 778, 864, 867, 944, 1022, 1056, 1075, 1138

White, Julius 284, 319, 374

Willcox, Orlando B 203, 253, 284, 285, 320, 605, 633, 634,

643, 666, 667, 678, 679, 685, 688-690, 706, 707, 719, 720, 725-727, 740, 754, 764

Mentioned 142, 168-170, 176-179, 190, 192, 193,

201, 202, 210, 226, 244, 249, 261, 263, 266, 267, 273-278, 284, 285, 289, 293-295,

303, 305-307, 309-311, 314, 315, 323, 324, 328, 332, 339, 343, 347, 349, 350, 354,

357, 358, 368, 369, 371, 373, 384-386, 391, 404, 405, 418-420, 431, 432, 434, 452,

467, 470-472, 482, 487, 489, 490, 517, 519, 520, 524, 526, 530, 531, 533, 534, 548,

570, 573, 574, 593, 595, 603, 605, 611, 616, 626, 631, 639, 644, 646, 664, 670, 671,

679-681, 684, 685, 689, 690, 701, 705-708, 710, 711, 719, 720, 724, 725, 737, 742,

751-754, 784, 795, 808, 855, 866, 867, 904, 937, 939, 943, 946, 947, 1008, 1014,

1019-1021, 1023, 1030, 1040, 1041, 1047, 1054, 1056, 1064, 1066, 1069, 1073,

1076, 1094, 1118-1122, 1131-1133, 1136, 1140-1142, 1144, 1150, 1192, 1236

Staff. Announcement of i 177

Parker, Ely S.

Correspondence with

Babcock, Orville E 1109, 1133

Bickford, Frederick T 80

Burnside, Ambrose E 80, 91, 92

Grant, U. S 52

Ord, Edward O. C 83

Mentioned 592, 870

For correspondence as A. A. G., see U. S. Grant.

Parker, Francis M. Mentioned 1217

Parker, George C. Mentioned 59

Parker, Isaac B. Mentioned 887

Parker, William W. Mentioned 1220

Parkinson, Edward T. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Edward Harland.

Parks, Marcus A. Mentioned 1218

Parsons, Augustin N. Mentioned 612

Partridge, Sylvester B. Correspondence with
Clum, Henry R 1027

Norton, Lemuel B 680

Patrick, Marsena R.

Correspondence with
Gates, Theodore B 853, 854, 859, 901

Grant, U.S 817,837,912

Sharpe, George H 858

Mentioned .... 241, 242, 473, 611, 645, 763, 783, 784, 837, 848, 901, 903, 1036, 1122, 1150

Patterson, Edmund Y. Mentioned 615

Patterson, George M. Mentioned 1221

Patterson, Joab N.
Correspondence with Gilman Marston 1045

Mentioned 621
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Page.

Patterson, Theodore F. Correspondence with

Amsden, Frederick J 589

Gibbon, John 745, 851

Norton, Lemuel B 589

Patton, Alexander G. Mentioned 619

Paul, Frank W. Mentioned 694

Payne, William H. Mentioned 1219

Payne, William M. Mentioned 1241:'

Peabody, Edward R. Mentioned 1250

Pearson, Alfred L. Mentioned 614

Pearson, Henry H. Mentioned 827

Peck, W. D. Mentioned 1248

Peck, William R. Mentioned 1216

Peckham, Peleg E. Mentioned 809

Peebles, William H. Mentioned 1217

Pegram, John. Mentioned 1216

Pegram, William J. Mentioned 79, 85, 1205, 1221, 1309

Peirce, Luther H. Mentioned 168

Peirpoint, Francis H. Mentioned 33, 1261

Peirson, Charles L.

Correspor. - :"ce with Samuel W. Crawford 91

Mentioned * 275

Pemberton, John C.

Correspondence with

Bragg, Braxton 1304

Ewell, Richard S 1181

Lee, Robert E 1168

Maury, John M 1182

War Department, C. S 1164

Mentioned 1180, 1303

Pendleton, Dudley D. Mentioned 1168

Pendleton, Edmund. Mentioned *. 1216

Pendleton, Samuel H. Mentioned 1221

Pendleton, William N.
Correspondence with

Jones, Hilary P 1209

Lee, Robert E • 1206, 1208, 1222, 1223

Moseley, Edgar F 1262

Poague, William T 1185,1191

Stevens, Walter H 1183

Walker, R. Lindsay 1168, 1184, 1195, 1208

Mentioned 1206, 1214, 1220, 1243

Pendrell, William. Mentioned 619

Penick, Nathan. Mentioned 1186, 1191, 1221

Penn, Davidson B. Mentioned 1216

Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned.
,

Artillery, Heavy

—

Regiments: 2d, 621; 2d Provisional, 593, 604, 605; 3d,

438, 623, 694
;
3d {Batteries), M, 619, 648.

Artillery, Light

—

Batteries: D, 88, 526, 570, 618. Regiments: 1st {Batter-

ies), A, 620; B, 616; E, 620,714; F, 151, 614, 775, 823, 838, 863, 997, 1017,

1040.

Cavalry

—

Regiments

:

1st, 618, 646, 844, 903; 2d, 618, 870; 3d, 611, 854, 878;

4th, 131, 618, 627, 640, 644,646; 5th, 140,165,622, 756,873,875,876,1060;

8th, 205,618; 11th, 241, 291, 563, 589,610, 622,623, 873,876,878,879,908,

1060
;
13th, 205, 618, 870, 1024 ;

16th, 618, 627 ;
21st, 614, 999, 1041, 1053.
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Page.

ennsylvania Troops. Mentioned—Continued.

Infantry

—

Regiments

:

lltli, 615; 45th, 617; 48th, 11,434,617, 867; 50th,

617; 51st, 68,617; 53d, 613; 55th, 621; 56th, 615,800; 57th, 614; 58th,

461,621; 68th, 611; 69th, 613; 76th, 620; 81st, 612; 83d, 615, 999, 1132;

84th, 614;' 85th, 608,619, 673, 744, 755, 896
;
88th, 278, 615; 90th, 615;

91st, 30,614,999; 97th, 620; 99th, 613, 761, 762, 777, 888; 100th, 616,

643; 101st, 103d, 623; 105th, 614; 106th, 613; 107th, 615; 110th, 613,

998
;
114th, 611, 1122

;
116th, 613

;
118th, 615, 999

;
121st, 614, 800

;
140th,

612; 141st, 614; 142d, 614, 800; 143d, 614, 800, 1105; 145th, 148th, 613;

149th, 150th, 614, 800, 1105; 155th, 614,999; 157th, 615; 183d, 612;

184th, 613; 187th, 614, 954; 188th, 621; 190th, 191st, 372, 615, 800;

198th, 840, 964, 990, 1000, 1020; 200th, 1025, 1070
;
203d, 1027, 1061, 1082;

205th, 1025, 1070; 210th, 1125, 1138.

Pennypacker, Galusha.

Assignment to command 830

Assumes command of 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 10th Army Corps 851

Mentioned 620, 830

Pentecost, Joseph H. Mentioned 616

Perkins, Henry S. Mentioned 620,622

Perkins, Joseph G. Mentioned 617

Perrin, Abner. Mentioned. . . 159, 211-213, 218, 245, 246, 256, 267, 296, 297, 326, 329, 334

Perry, Edward A. Mentioned 734, 747, 1218, 1232, 1233, 1306

Perry, William F. Mentioned 159, 1215

Persinger, George P. Mentioned 1248

Pettes, William H. Mentioned 611

Peyton, Henry E. Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector GeneraFs
Office, C.S. A 1270

Phillips, James J. Mentioned 1168, 1214

Phillips, James P. Mentioned 1247

Phillips, Jefferson C. Mentioned 1220, 1310

Phillips, Rolla O. Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 782

Phipps, Richard W. Mentioned 1217,1306

Pickens, Samuel B. Mentioned 1217

Pickering, John, jr. Mentioned 619,1150

Pickett, George E.

Correspondence with

Beauregard, G. T 468, 479, 500, 518, 522, 658, 659, 1202

Lee, Robert E 1168, 1186, 1202, 1291, 1304

Stevens, Walter H 1242

Mentioned 26, 34, 42, 54, 76, 85, 103, 115, 120, 126-128, 145, 167, 231,

302, 322, 323, 330, 334, 341, 349, 437, 456, 458, 466, 474, 476, 477, 480, 497, 498,

501, 509, 511, 513, 771, 832, 882, 893, 913, 914, 1123, 1124, 1128, 1144, 1168,

1169,1172,1202,1213, 1214, 1243, 1271,1290, 1292,1297, 1298, 1303, 1304

Pierce, Byron R.

Correspondence with Gershom Mott 545, 595, 676, 687, 739, 777, 970, 1020

Mentioned 614, 635, 663, 739, 778, 901, 920, 970, 983, 1020, 1039, 1041

Pierce, Francis E.

Assignment to command 151

Mentioned 151,613

Relieved from command of 1st Brigade, 2d Division, 2d Army Corps 151

Pierce, Henry H. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot 754,

764, 780, 790, 828, 847, 905, 926, 961, 974, 985, 1026, 1060, 1114

Pierce, John G. Mentioned 1250

Pinckard, Lucius. Mentioned 1217
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Page,

Pinckney, R. F. Mentioned 1294

Pincus, Simon. Mentioned 613

Piper, Alexander.
Correspondence with

Gibbon, John 813

Hunt, Henry J 461

McGilvery, Freeman 459

Mentioned 539, 561, 622, 649

Pitkin, Perley P.

Correspondence with Richard N. Batcbelder 899

Mentioned 121, 251, 447, 551, 631

Plaisted, Harris M.
Assumes command of 3d Brigade, Ist Division, lOtb Army Corps 460

Correspondence with David B. Hirney 540

Mentioned 539, 540, 562, 619, 713, 730, 1082

Staff. Announcement of 1082

Platt, Hiram. Correspondence with Richard J. Falls 889

Pleasants, Henry.
Assignment to command 11

Correspondence with Ambrose E. Burnside 156

Mentioned 11, 808

Plimpton, Jo.siah 1'. Mentioned 237, 459, 871

Poague, William T.

Correspondence with William N. Pendleton 1185, 1191

Mentioned 1172, 1222, 1245, 1291, 1309

Poindexter, George. Mentioned 1220

Polk, A. H. Mentioned 1161

Pond, Francis B.

Assignments to command 811, 1005

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 110, 673, 693, 713, 744, 812

Mentioned 110, 619, 673, 730, 744, 755, 811, 812, 895, 896, 1005

Ponder, James M. Mentioned 1250,

Pontoons. Employment of, etc. Communications from

Benham, Henry W 104,147,333,350,362

Michie, Peter S 324

Pool, Stephen D. Mentioned 1225

Poor, Walter S. Mentioned 623

Pope, John. Mentioned 100,140

Poplar Spring Church, Va. Battle of. Sept. 29-Oct. 2, 1864 (including com-

bats at Wyatt's, Peebles’, and Pegram’s Farms, Chappell House,

and Vaughan Road). Communications from

Babcock, Orville E 1133

Bates, John C 1109

Clarke, George J 1134, 1135

Crawford, Samuel W 1136, 1138

Grant, U. S 1094, 1117-1121, 1143, 1144

Gregg, David McM 1106-1109, 1139, 1140

Meade, George G 1091, 1093, 1094, 1106, 1118-1122, 1131-1133, 1137-1141

Parke, John G 1137, 1138

Warren, Gouverneur K 1131-1133, 1135

Porter, David D. Mentioned 697, 936

Porter, Horace. Mentioned 197

For correspondence as A. D. C., see TJ. S. Grant.

Porter, Peter A. Mentioned 837

Posey, Carnot. Mentioned 28,591
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Potomac, Army of the.

Cutler, LySander, relieved from duty with

Exclusion of liquors from. Communication from George G. Meade

Gibbon, John, resumes command of 2d Division, 2d Army Corps

Gregg, J. Irvin, relieved from command of 2d Division, Cavalry Corps

Hartranft, John F.

Assigned to temporary command of 3d Division, 9th Army Corps

Assumes temporary command of 1st Division, 9th Army Corps

Assumes temporary command of 3d Division, 9th Army Corps

List of batteries of, whose terms exjiire during 1864

Orders, series 1864

—

Meade: Aug. 26 (two), 524, 534; Sept. 28,1069, 1070.

Clark: Aug. 13, 151; Aug. 21,364. Crawford

:

Aug. 24 (two),

454; Aug. 25 (two), 493; Sept. 14, 825. Hancock

:

Aug, 8, 89;

Aug. 15, 200. McAllister: Sept. 5, 704. McLaughlen

:

Sept. 15,

847. Wilson : Aug. 1, 12; Aug. 5, 61.

Orders, Circulars, series 1864

—

Meade: Aug. 9, 98; Aug. 20, 332; Sept.

21, 954; Sept. 23, 981; Sept. 25, 1014; Sept. 28, 1070. Ayres :

Aug. 19, 312; Sept. 25, 1021. Bragg: Sept. 29, 1105. De

Trobriand

:

Sept. 9, 761. Edgell

:

Sept. 24, 997. D. M. Gregg :

Aug. 13,158; Sept. 14,828. Charles Griffin: Aug. 25 ,
492.

Hancock: Aug. 3, 30; Aug. 12, 132; Aug. 13 (three), 149;

Aug. 14, 174; Aug. 16 (two), 223; Aug. 17, 250; Aug. 18,

270; Aug. 19, 303; Aug. 20 (two), 337, 338; Aug. 21
(three), 364; Aug. 26, 528; Sept. 1, 634; Sept. 6, 722; Sept.

13,807; Sept. 22, 968; Sept. 25, 1016; Sept. 27, 634; Sept.

28, 1073; Sept. 29 (two), .1102; Sept. 30, 1129. Hazard

:

Aug.

12, 133; Aug. 30, .595. McAllister: Sept. 7, 739. Mott: Aug.

16, 225; Aug. 25, 488; Sept. 23, 982; Sept. 29, 1101. Parke:

Aug. 26, 533; Aug. 27, 548; Sept. 14, 826. Warren: Aug.

25, 491; Aug. 26, 532; Aug. 28, 559; Sept. 1, 640; Sept. 30,

1135; No. 102, 177; No. 103, 201; No. 105, 227; Nos. 106,

107, 252; No. 107^, 276; No. 109, 343; Nos. 110, 1104,370;

No. 131,824; No. 132, 845; No. 138, 1075.

Orders, General, series 1864

—

Meade: No. 31, 29; No. 36, 837; No. 37,
981. Burnside: No. 35, 10. Gibbon: No. 61,559; No. 63, 595;

No. 69, 1019. Charles Griffin : No. 53, 945. Hancock : No. 30,

888; No. 31, 941; No. 32, 9.57; No. 35, 996; No. 36, 1054.

Harriman: No. 12, 1138. Hartranft: No. 45, 560; No. 47, 669.

Hunt: No. 2, 574; No. 5, 582. McAllister: No. 2, 66. Parke:

No. 37, 177; No. 39, 808. Smyth: No. 67, 723. Warren: No.

35, 800; No. 36, 903; No. 43, 1103. White: No. 38, 59; No.

40, 92. WiHcox

:

No. 49, 809.

Orders, Special, series mi—Meade

:

No. 206, 18; No. 212, 88; No. 228,

447; No. 22 9, 480; No. 233, 570; No. 234, 592; No. 236,631;
No. 237,632; No. 247, 798; No. 255, 954; No. 258, 990; No.
259, 1032; No. 260, 1053; No. 264, 1125; No. 279, 574. Ayres:

No. 45, .345; No. 46, 372; No. 49, 547; No. 61,846. Burn-

side: No. 132, 44. Crawford: Aug. 21, 372. De Trobriand: No.
77,761. Dushane: No. Ill, 345. Edgell: No. 53,838; No.
145, 722; No. 158, 957; Sept. 14, 823. Gibbon : No. 132, 1019.

J. /. Gregg: No. 60, 135; No. 78, ,550; No. 99, 1078. Charles

Griffin

:

No. 132, 1000. Hancock

:

No. 205, 78 ;
No. 210, 149

;
No.

212, 2.50; No. 2 16, 528; No. 241, 968; No. 244, 1039. Hartranft:,

No. 71, 826. Hazard: No. 141, 635; No. 143, 686. McAllister:'

No. 78, 983. Miles: No. 494, 571
;
No. 498, 602; No. 508, 799.

Page.

805

837

1019

135

809

560

669

88
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Orders, Special, series 1864 (coutimied)

—

Mott: No. 184, 545. Parke: No.
150,406; No. 157,597; No. 172,808; No. 183,1000; No. 238,
660; No. 240, 684. Potter: No. 88, 11; No. 98, 374; No. 99,

434; No. 105, 668. Smyth: No. 115, 151. Warren: No. 194,

78; No. 199, 133; No. 205, 370; No. 206, 402; No. 207, 453;

No. 215, 641; No. 22 9, 844; No. 232, 903; No. 239, 1021.

WiUcox: No. 160, 642; No. 161, 668; No. 164, 707.

Organization, strength, etc.

Ang.31, 1864 611-618

Sept. 30, 1864 1159

Parke, John G., assumes command of 9th Army Corps 177

Recommendations for promotion in. Communications from

Hancock, Winfield S 594, 886, 956

Miles, Nelson A 558

Potter, Robert B 808

Regulations for artillery in. Communications from Henry J. Hunt 574, 582

Sheridan, Philip H., relieved temporarily from duty in 21

Smyth, Thomas A., assumes command of 2d Division, 2d Army Corps 723

Potter, Joseph H.
Correspondence with

Abbot, Henry L 1113

Butler, Benjamin F 1115

Ord, Edward O. C 1089

Mentioned 1025, 1088, 1089, 1113, 1150

Potter, Robert B.

Correspondence with

Burnside, Ambrose E 10, 20, 24, 32, 45, 60, 92, 119, 134, 156

Fisk, John 119

Griffin, Simon G 406, 533

Monroe, J. Albert 202

Parke, John G 203, 497, 605, 808, 827, 1076

Warren, Gouverneur K 347, 348

Willcox, Orlando B 155, 644, 668, 728, 740

Mentioned. 21, 81, 119, 154, 156, 178, 201, 202, 227, 252, 279, 282, 308-310, 315, 316, 320,

339, 343, 348, 369, 373, 374, 405, 434, 492, 494, 524, 533, 534, 573, 603, 604, 617,

666, 668, 669, 706, 707, 725, 1014, 1022, 1042, 1069, 1072, 1076, 1077, 1105, 1121

Potts, Frank. Mentioned 1247

Powell, Edward H. Mentioned 622

Powell, John W. Mentioned 1274

Powell, Robert M. Mentioned 159

Powers, J. L. Mentioned 1251

Pratt, Benjamin F. Mentioned 416, 622

Pratt, Franklin A. Mentioned ^ 182, 1070

Prescott, George L. Mentioned 706

President, C. S. See Jefferson Davis.

President, U. S. See Ahraham Lincoln.

Preston, John. Mentioned 1248

Price, Samuel C. Mentioned 1249

Pride, William G. Mentioned 802

Prince, Frederick W. Mentioned 850

-Prisoners of War.
Enlistment of. Communications from

' Adjutant-Genera I’s Office, U. S. A 973

Butler, Benjamin F 948,1007

War Department, U. S 948
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Prisoners of War—Continued.

Treatment of. Conmiiinications from

Butler, Benjamin F 959

Duncan, Samuel A 959

Loring, Charles G 31

Private Property. Deiiredations on, etc. Communications from

Baker, Lawrence S 1007, 1280

Beauregard, G. T 1279

Gaillard, Peter C 1280

Grant, U. S 243

Lincoln, Abraham 167

War Department, C. S - 1279

Pruyii, Minott A. Mentioned 623

Pryor, Roger A. Mentioned 72

Pnlford, John.

Correspondence with Gershom Mott 304

Mentioned 304, 317, 488, 614

Quartermaster-Generars Office, U. S. A. Correspondence with Eufus In-

galls 40, 53, 66, 76, 102, 125, 329, 443, 471, 566

Quincy, William H. Mentioned 1250

Raleigh, C. S. S. Mentioned 1294, 1297

Ramsay, George D. Mentioned 973

For correspondence, etc., see Ordnance Department
,
U. S. A,

Ramseur, Stephen D. Mentioned 12i3, 1216, 1217, 1243

Ramsey, David M. Mentioned 623

Rand, Arnold A.
Correspondence with David B. Birney 5ii3, 554

Mentioned 584, 621, 1109

Randall, George M. Mentioned 616

Randlett, Janies F. Mentioned 459,619

Randolph, Coleman L. Mentioned 1262

Randolph, John F. Mentioned 612

Rankin, William S. Mentioned 1 1216

Ransom, Alfred. Mentioned 624

Ransom, Matt. W. Mentioned 96,

297, 329, 359, 360, 393, 854, 880, 899, 1049, 1166, 1227, 1244, 1311

Ransom, Robert, jr. Mentioned 11G3, 1300

Ransom, William M. Mentioned 805

Raulston, John B. Mentioned 621

Rawle, Francis. Mentioned 1248

Rawlins, John A. Mentioned 39

For coiTC8])ondeuce as Chief of Staff, see U. S. Grant.

Raymond, Edward T. Mentioned 809

Raymond, John W. Mentioned 621

Read, John P. W. Mentioned 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244, 1263

Read, Theodore. Correspondence with
Davis, Kobert S i (509

Kensel, George A 553

Ord, Edward O. C 553

For conespondence as A. A. G., see Ednmrd O. C. Ord; also rfohn Gihhon.

Read, Walter A. Mentione«l 617

Ready, Horace. Corresjxnideuce with

Hughs, .John M 1285

'ohuson, Biishrod K 1264

81) 11 U—VOL XLIl, PT II
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Page.

Reams' Station, Va. Battle of, Aug. 25, 1864. Communications from
Grant, U. S 466, 470, 517
Gregg, David McM 525
Hancock, Winfield S 473, 482-484, 497, 524, 525
Humphreys, Andrew A 472, 473, 494

Lee, Robert E 1204

McAllister, Robert 529

Meade, Geotge G 467-472, 482-490, 494. 495, 510, 511, 517, 518, 535, 556
Mott, Gershom 488, 686
Parke, John G 496, 497

Warren, Gouverneur K 489, 491, 496

Reece, John M. Mentioned 1226

Reed, Lieutenant. Mentioned 786

Reese, William J. Mentioned 1221

Refugees. Action touching. Communications from

Parke, John G 763

Sharpe, George H 678

Warren, Gouverneur K 763

Reichard, Francis H. Mentioned 621

Reid, Alexander S. Mentioned 1248

Reid, James S. Mentioned 1251

Reid, William L. J. Mentioned 1262

Reilly, James. Mentioned r 79

Reynolds, Albert. Mentioned 612

Reynolds, Arthur B. Mentioned 1218, 1273, 1309

Reynolds, Prior. Mentioned 1248

Reynolds, Reuben O. Mentioned 1273,1309

Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy—^e^r/'/newfs ; 3d {Batteries), C, 562, 620; 5th, 624; 5th
{Batteries), D, K, 623.

Artillery, Regiments : 1st {Batteries), A, B, 88, 364, 614, 722, 997,

1017; E, 88,202,612,721; F, 622.

Infantry

—

Regiments: 4th, 7th, 617.

Rhodes, William B. Mentioned 612

Rice, Edmund. Mentioned 613

Rice, James C. Mentioned 751

Rice, R. Sydney. Mentioned 1221

Rice, William G. Mentioned 1215

Rich, William W. Mentioned 1219,1310

Richards, Thomas J. Mentioned 1222

Richards, William V. For correspondence as A. D. C., see Orlando B. Will-

cox.
"

Richardson, Charles. Mentioned 1221

Richardson, John. Mentioned 1168

Richardson, Lester I. Mentioned 616

Richardson, Martin V. B. Mentioned 599

Richardson, Nathaniel A. Mentioned 854

Richmond, Lewis.
Correspondence with

Burnside, Ambrose E Ill

Loring, Charles G 31

Mentioned 16H

For eorrespoiidenee as A. A. G., see Ambrose E. Burnside.
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Richmond, Va. Ailairs in, generally. Communications from

Gardner, William M . 1237, 1239

Manning, Fred. L 522

Sharpe, George H 568, 718, 735, 881, 912, 964, 989, 1010, 1050

Richmond, Va., Campaign, Aug. 1-Dec. 31, 1864.

Casualties. Returns of. Union troops 982

Congratulatory Orders.

Birney, David B 325

Hancock, Winfield S 888

Engineer operations during. Communications from

Meade, George G 19, 115

Warren, Gouverneur K 19

Exclusion of liquors froiii. Communications from

Grant, U. S 837

Meade, George G 837

List of field-works. (Union) -• 954

Movements and disj^osition of troops during. Comuiuiiications from

Abbot, Henry L 790, 791

Ames, Adelbert 515

Ayres, Romeyn B 31

Benham, Henry AV 918, 919

Birney, David B 101, 351, 352, 379-381, 412-414, 459, 464, 504,

. 505, 507, 508, 515, 516, 538-540, 552, 650, 692, 743, 894, 1004, 1062, 1080-1082

Bragg, Edward S 1105

Butler, Benjamin F 37, 189, 190,

412, 413, 437, 438, 457, 458, 500, 503, 504, 509, 926, 1004, 1062, 1063, 1082, 1088

Carr, Joseph B 15, 16, 25, 387

Crawford, Samuel W 454, 493, 532

Curtis, N. Martin 563

Davies, Henry E., jr 947, 972, 973

De Trobriand, P. Regis 983, 997

Edgell, Frederick M 1017, 1040

Ferrero, Edward 11,741

Foster, Robert S 460, 461, 540, 541, 554, .584, 693

Gibbon, John 930

Grant, U. S 38, 39, 48, 95,

140, 141, 169, 334, 335, 350, 391, 410, 420, 436, 455, 1002, 1010, 1046-1048, 1058

Gregg, David McM 46, 51, 60, 65,

349, 435, 549, 560, 606, 695, 828, 1001, 1002, 1023, 1024, 1043, 1044, 1057, 1078

Griffin, Charles 492, 1104

Hancock, Winfield S 8,

.56,57,334-338, 349, 351, 402, 663, 67.5, 686, 703, 704,721,722, 747, 861-863,

884,885,938-941,969, 993, 995-997,1014-1016, 1018, 1019, 1073, 1129,1130

Heckman, Charles A 1063

Hunt, Henry .1 547, 1070
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Kautz, August V 1006, 1007, 1064
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McAllister, Ro])ert 739, 983

Mars ton, Gilman 1089,1090
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1001, 1004, 1008, 1010, 1014, 1043, 1047, 1057, 1064, 1069, 1074, 1076, 1128
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Edgell, Frederick M 775, 776, 788, 823, 838, 982

Emory, Campbell D 627

Ferrero, Edward 45, 1077, 110.5, 1106

Gibbon, John 783

Grant, U. S 141, 212, 357, 418, 518, 79.5, 1009

Gregg, David McM 708

Hancock, Winfield S 428-430, 432, 448, 636, 759, 760, 1072, 1073, 1100, 1127

Hazard, John G 1102, 1129

Howell, Joshua B 608, 651

Hunt, Henry J 142, 949

Inuis, Gustavus S 121

Jackson, Richard H : 692, 712, 781, 792, 803, 811, 830, 849

Johnson, Bushrod R 1287

Kautz, August V 164, 166, 610, 907, 931, 932

Lee, Robert E 1168, 1233, 1242, 1270

Locke, Frederick T 889

Lynch, James C 1101

McAllister, Robert 365, 839

McCabe, George F 1024

McGilvery, Freeman 585

Marston, Gilman 121, 1045

Meade, George G 26, 152, 153, 212, 226, 227, 261, 382, .383, 391-

393, 399-402, 405-^408,425, 466, 624, 795, 815,816, 821, 910, 911, 942, 1065, 1127
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Smith, Charles H 1024
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Stratton, Franklin A 908

Taylor, Walter H 1178

Thomas, Henry G 285, 320

Voris, Alvin C 755, 756, 765, 792, 803, 895

Warren, Gouverneur K 78, 90, 133, 400, 401, 431, 603, 677, 749, 864

Weir, Henry C 627

Wethorill, Samuel 908
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Willcox, Orlando B 45, 93, 100, 134, 156, 203, 284, 406, 667, 706
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Wright, Elias 383,384
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Ayres, Romeyn B 532

Babcock, John C 75, 84, 85, 96, 114, 126, 127, 143, 169, 212, 213, 757,

785, 806, 854-856, 880, 881, 899, 913, 952, 988, 1011, 1048, 1065, 1066, 1123, 1124

Bartlett, Joseph J 91

Birney, David B 35, 36, 607, 691, 711, 729, 730, 871, 975

Butler, Benjamin F 13, 34, 65, 82, 255, 323, 349, 409, 410, 455, 1092

C aiT, Joseph B 439

Castle, Davis E 168

Clark, Thomas R 6, 29, 113, 117, 129, 395, 397

Clarke, George J 531

Clum, Henry R 1060

Crawford, Samuel W 9,79,101,125

Dana, Gustavus S 13

Davenport, John 1 35,41,86,120,127,128,145,159,256,437

Davis, Charles L 74, 124, 129, 395, 396, 546, 667, 834, 835, 890, 1102

Fearey, Thomas H 117, 398

Fisher, Benjamin F 77,

395, 396, 771, 900, 915, 1013, 1029, 1051, 1067-1069, 1092-1094, 1098, 1120

Fulton, Henry W 116, 117, 128, 214, 268, 331, 398, 444-446, 523,

527, 543, 544, 569, 771, 817, 818, 835, 857, 900, 979, 1009, 1066, 1067, 1099

Grant, U. S 112, 115, 292, 322, 393, 466, 682, 717

Halleck, Henry W
Hancock, Winlicld S...

Holman, Harrison W ..

Humphreys, Andrew A

-291

455, 700, 702, 838, 967, 1126

834,915,916

4, 39
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Kantz, August V 962

Leet, George K . . .
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Manning, Fred. L 543, 699, 893
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Sealy, Israel R 1112
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53, 54, 116, 126, 127, 144, 195, 330, 437, 473, 476, 629, 630, 1025, 1079

Shurtlefif, Giles W 385

Simons, Alfred G 13, 14, 35, 36, 100, 138, 409, 512
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War Department, C. S 1170
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Richmond, Department of. (Confederate.)
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Aug. 31,1864 1213

Sept. 20, 1864 1266

Gardner, William M., assigned to tem])orary command of Brigade of Lo-

cal Defense Troops 1296

Orders, General, series 1864

—

Ewell

:

No. 43, 1278.

Ricker, John S. Mentioned 1101

Ricketts, Charles. Mentioned 489

Ricketts, R. Bruce. Mentioned 614,838,941,968

Riely, JohnW. Mentioned 1211

Riggs, William J. Mentioned 620

Rion, James H. Mentioned 1166

Ripley, Edward H. Mentioned 624, 794, 1033, 1036, 1063, 1070

Rivers, Charles C. Mentioned 614, 984

Roberts, Joseph. Mentioned 623
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Ord, Edward O. C 443, 462

Mentioned 387, 417, 443, 462, 464, 621

Roberts, William P. Mentioned 1220,1310

Robertson, Frank. Mentioned 1247

Robertson, James T. Mentioned 1218

Robinett, Henry C. Mentioned 831

Robins, Charles M. Mentioned ' 680

Robinson, Gilbert P.
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Mentioned 20, 92, 616

Robinson, John C. Mentioned 750,751

Robison, John K. Mentioned 618

Rockwell, Alfred P. Mentioned 950

Rockwell, Henry C. Mentioned 1262

Roder, John W. Mentioned 614,635

Rodes, Robert E. Mentioned 978, 981, 1144, 1213, 1217, 1243

Roebling, Washington A.
Correspondence with Gouverneur K. Warren 343, 840

Mentioned 314, 347, 348, 452, 489, 844, 842, 1132

For correspondence as A. D. C., see Gouverneur K. Warre7i.

Roemer, Jacob. Mentioned 93,203,284,618

Rogers, Edward W. Mentioned .547, 618

Rogers, Embre. Mentioned .621

Rogers, George J. Mentioned 1250

Rogers, George T. Mentioned 1217, 1306

Rogers, John D. Mentioned 1248

Rogers, Robert E. Mentioned 616

Rollins, . Mentioned 877

Roman, Alfred. Mentioned 1275

Rooney, Edward L. Correspondence with

A 771

A. B 479, 480, 544, 557, 558, 772, 786, 797, 817, 953

Beauregard, G. T 196,

362, 377, 444, 456, 479, 480, 544, 557, 558, 659, 772, 786, 797, 817, 953

Gwynn, 444

Lee, Robert E 674

Root, Charles N. Mentioned 782

Rosencrantz, Frederick. Mentioned 473

Ross, Hugh M. Mentioned 1221

Ross, John R. Mentioned 614

Rosser, Thomas L. Mentioned 26,

262, 360, 520, 521, 785, 1117, 1123, 1124, 1219, 1257, 1279

Rowley, Washington R. Mentioned 592

Royston. Young L. Mentioned 1217

Rucker, Daniel H. Mentioned 66, 125

Rugg, Horace P.

Assignment to command 151

Mentioned 151, 613

Rusling, William J. Mentioned 66

Russell, Charles S. Mentioned 617,689,1039

Russell, William, jr. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Edward 0. C. Ord.
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Rust, James A. Mentioned 1250

Rutherford, William D. Mentioned 1215

Rutledge, B. Huger. Mentioned 1219,1310

Ryals, G. M. Mentioned 1171

Ryerson, George W. Mentioned 613

S. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 979,990,1013,1098

Salter, Samuel. Mentioned 1166

Sampson, Orange S. Mentioned 616

Sanders, C. C. Mentioned. 1215

Sanders, Horace T. Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler 73

Sanders, John C. C. Mentioned 4, 5, 115, 216, 220, 327, 329, 334, 359, 393, 394,

418, 421, 437, 442, 472, 475, 476, 520, 521, 628, 630, 656, 834, 979, 1049, 1217

Sandford, Charles O. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1192

Sandford, William. Mentioned 739

Sanford, John W. A. Mentioned 1166

Sanford, Thomas V. Mentioned 1248

Sanger, Joseph P. Mentioned 620

Santiago, U. S. S. Mentioned 794

Sargent, Daniel F. Mentioned 427

Sassacus, U. S. S. Mentioned 627

Saunders, William L. Mentioned 1218

Savage, James W.
Correspondence with

Harland, Edward 1116

Hitchcock, George H 73

Mentioned 624

Sawyer, Frederick A. Mentioned 94

' Scales, Alfred M. Mentioned 103,126,

128, 231, 246, 256, 394, 421, 471, 472, 475, 476, 483, 543, 657, 698,

699, 718, 789, 796, 855, 856, 913, 952, 1049, 1103, 1218, 1307, 1308

Scales, Nathaniel E. Mentioned 1249

Schaff, Morris. Mentioned 131

Schaunel, Frederick. Mentioned 125

Scheu, Jacob. Mentioned 612

Schilling, Franz von. Mentioned Ill

Schoonover, John. Mentioned 614,704,739,983

Schreyer, Philip H. Mentioned 613

Schriver, Edmund. Mentioned 798

Scott, George W. Mentioned 1040

Scott, Walter F. Mentioned 705

Scott, William W. Mentioned 1306

Scruggs, William H. Mentioned 1250

Sealy, Israel R.

Correspondence with George A. Kensel 1112

Mentioned 742

For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see John JF. Turner.

Seddon, James A. Mentioned 981,1153,

1179, 1191, 1192, 1197, 1201, 1203, 1210, 1211, 1238, 1257, 1280, 1291, 1301
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Seip, Albert N.
Correspondence with Charles H. Smith 870

Mentioned 870

Sellers, Eli G. Mentioned 614

Selma, C. S. S. Mentioued 84,89
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Shaffer, John W.
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Grant, U. S ' 518

Ord, Edward O. C 512, 513, 550
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Shallenberger, George A. Mentioned 133

Sharpe, Alexander B. For corresjtondence as A. D. C., see Edward O.C. Ord.

Sharpe, George H.
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Babcock, John C 97,

116, 126, 127, 143, 144, 195, 213, 758, 770, 856, 880, 913, 964, 1051, 1066, 1124

Butler, Benjamin F 34, 870, 871, 1050

Davenport, John 1 35,

41, 76, 86, 103, 116,120, 127, 128, 145, 246, 256, 330, 437, 477, 914, 1025, 1079

Grant, U. S 144

McEntee, John 4,

5, 40, 96, 245, 246, 297, 329, 330, 359, 476, 477, 521, 568, 630, 718, 747

Manning, Fred. L 477, 521, 522, 543, 556, 569, 601, 630, 657, 658, 699, 718, 893

Meade, George G 53, 54, 473, 568, 629, 832, 856, 880, 881, 912, 989, 1010, 1050

Parke, John G 735

Patrick, Marsena R 858

Warren, Gouvernenr K 678

Mentioned 84, 213, 245, 474, 475, 859, 876, 879, 963

Shatswell, Nathaniel. Mentioned 614

Shaver, William H. Mentioned 830

Shaw, James, jr. Mentioned 138, 599, 620, 976

Shaw, William H. Mentioned 620

Sheafer, Henry J. Mentioned 615

Shearer, John C. Mentioned 621

Sheats, S. V. Mentioned 1262

Shell, G. W. Mentioned 1247

Shepard, Samuel G. Mentioned 1309

Shepley, George F.
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Butler, Benjamin F 123, 697, 934, 951, 977, 1007

Morrison, Joseph J 696

Vogdes, Israel 934

Wild, Edward A 653

Mentioned 84, 618, 623, 1025, 1150
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Sheridan, Philip H.
Correspondence with

Grant, U. S 717

Kautz, August V 16

Torbert, Allred T. A 12

Wilson, James H 12

Mentioned 3, >1, 21, 111, 112, 167,

180, 244, 291, 292, 466, 563, 564, 567, 625, 632, 768, 795, 815, 816, 939, 948, 952,

960, 978, 1008, 1009, 1090, 1117, 1134, 1169, 1170, 1172, 1238, V. 57, 1258, 1270
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Sherman, William T. Mentioned 86,

111, 140, 193, 474, 674, 682, 764, 795, 942, 943, 1008, 1027, 1198, 1258, 1259

Shields, William. Mentioned 623

Shivers, William R. Mentioned 1216

Shoup, W. L. Mentioned 1250

Shurtleff, Giles W.
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Shuttleworth, William L. Mentioned 747

Sickel, Horatio G. Mentioned 840, 964, 1000, 1020

Siebert, Louis. For correspondence as A. A. G., see James H. Wilson.

Sigfried, Joshua K. Mentioned 45,617
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106, 109, 137, 196, 322, 332, 362, 376, 377, 444, 456, 468, 479, 480, 500, 518, 522,

524, 544, 557, 558, 658, 659, 674, 771-773, 786, 797, 817, 818, 836, 857, 858. 883,

915,916, 936, 937, 953, 965, 979, 980, 990, 1013, 1031,1052,1053,1068,1098,1121
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Simmons, Thomas J. Mentioned 322,1190,1218
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Clum, Henry R 810, 893, 905, 960, 974, 1044, 1060
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Sketches.

Richmond, Va., Campaign, Aug. 1-Dec. 31, 1864 1049
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McCabe, George F 1024
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Mentioned 550, 618, 627, 640, 665, 891, 947, 1023, 1043, 1057, 1078

Smith, Edward W. Mentioned 1061, 1080

For correspondence as A. A, G., see David B. Birriey; also Benjamin F. Butler.
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Smith, E. Kirby. Mentioned 1261

Smith, Francis W. Mentioned 1172, 1222, 1228, 1243

Smith, G. F. Correspondence with Max. T. Davidson 1173

Smith, Gustavus W. Mentioned 1300

Smith, Henry B. Mentioned 176, 177

Smith, Hezekiah B., jr. Mentioned 986
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Smith, James M. Mentioned 715
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Smith John D. Mentioned 1220

Smith, John F. Mentioned 620
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Smith, Joseph S. Mentioned 1032
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Smith, Nathaniel C. Mentioned 1007

Smith, N. B. Mentioned 305

Smith, Normand. Mentioned 621

Smith, Samuel N. Mentioned : 613

Smith, Thomas R. Mentioned 1309

Smith, William. For correspondence, etc., see Virginia, Governor of.

Smith, W. Proctor. Mentioned 1298
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Hancock, Winfield S 224, 271, 997, 1018
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Mentioned 200, 221, 223, 235, 257, 270, 271, 337, 338, 594, 613, 722, 723, 747, 774,

860, 861, 875, 884, 894, 921, 957, 969, 982, 993-996, 1014, 1016, 1019, 1020, 1041

Snodgrass, C. E. Mentioned 1248

Snowden, Charles A. Mentioned 1163
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Hughs, John M 1286
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Mentioned 1223,1288

Sollee, F. C. Mentioned 12.50

Somers, Samuel M. Mentioned 1247

South Carolina Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Heavy

—

Battalions: 15th, 656. Regiments: 2d, 3d,* 656.

Artillery, Light

—

Batteries: Brooks, 1220; Palmetto No. 2, 1220; Pee
Dee,t 1221; Washington, 1311. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), A, 656.

* Also called Ist licgiilar Infantry,

t So in return
;
evidently an error.
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—
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Warren, Gouverneur K 325, 353, 389, 417, 427

Mentioned 165, 305, 339, 340, 374, 375, 390, 393, 401, 407, 408, 426-430,

432, 433, 435, 436, 441, 442, 464, 465, 482, 486, 622, 697, 708, 1006, 1034, 1236

Speer, William H. A. Mentioned 159

Speers, Thomas C. Mentioned 877, 904, 908, 911, 931, 932

Spencer, J. E. Correspondence with Bushrod R. Johnson 1264

Splaine, Henry. Mentioned 623

Sprague, Augustus B. R. Mentioned 623

Spring Hill, Va., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with David B.

Birney 508

Stafford, Joseph B. Mentioned 1240

Stafford, Leroy A. Mentioned 1218

Stanfield, William B. Mentioned 1226

Stanhope, Philip W. Mentioned 615

Stannard, George J.

Correspondence with John Gibbon 930

Mentioned 1115, 1137, 1143, 1146, 1148

Stansel, Martin L. Mentioned 1166

Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned 10, 67, 91, 167, 441, 731, 768, 815, 973, 1007

For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. S.

Stark, Alexander W. Mentioned 1165

Starr, Joseph B. Mentioned 1225

Start, Romeo H. Mentioned .547,612

Stearns, Ozora P.

Correspondence with Edward Ferrero 741

Mentioned 617

Stedman, Charles M. Mentioned 1274, 1309

Stedman, Griffin, Mrs. Mentioned 83

Stedman, Griffin A., jr. Mentioned 52, 56, 64, 65, 69, 71, 82, 83, 873
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Page.

Stedman, William.

Correspondence with

Taylor, Constantine 205

Warren, Gourei nour K 375

Mentioned 94, 105, 339, 340, 530, 618, 910, 911, 923, 925, 931, 932

Steedman, John M. Mentioned 159, 1215

Steuart, George H.
Assignment to duty 1170

Mentioned 1170, 1216, 1217

Stevens, Aaron F.

Correspondence Avitli Joseph B. Carr 387

Mentioned 621

* Stevens, Atherton H., jr. Mentioned 553,584

Stevens, Walter H.
Correspondence witli

Douglas, Hugh Thomas 1155

Pendleton, William N 1183

Pickett, George E 1242

Stuart, W.D 1243

Mentioned 1184, 1187, 1208, 1256

Stewart, Alexander P. Mentioned 1264

Stewart, James. Mentioned 616

Stewart, James, jr. Mentioned 621

Stewart, William H. Mentioned 1306

Stiles, William H., jr. Mentioned 1248

Stiles, William H., sr. Mentioned 1216

Stitt, William. Mentioned 620, 692

Stone, Charles P.

Assignment to command 372

Correspondence with

Ayres, Romeyn B 493

Warren, Gouverneur K 572, 665

Mentioned 95, 143, 370, 372, 403, 615, 640, 753

Stone, Hamilton J. Mentioned 1249

Stone, Henry M. Mentioned 624

Stone, John M. Mentioned 1218,1273,1309

Stonebreaker, A. S. Mentioned. 1248

Stoneman, George. Mentioned 37,54

Stoney, J. D. Mentioned 1196, 1197

Stony Creek, N. C., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Robert
E. Lee 1257

Stowe, Samuel N. Mentioned 1218,1308

Stowe, William A. Mentioned 1218,1308

Strang, Edward J.

Correspondence with Henry W. Benham 919

Mentioned 40

Strange, James W. Mentioned 1226

Stratton, Franklin A.
Correspondence witli Samuel Wetherill 716,878,908
Mmit ioned 022, 745, 908, 1236

Street, Napoleon B. Mentioned 1166,1311

Strength of Troops. See Orfianizaiiou, Sireu<jth, etc.

Strieker, David L. Mentioned 837
Strickland, Major. Mentioned 542
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Page.

Strong, Joseph W. Correspondence with Frank J. White 441

Strong, Richard P. Mentioned 820

Strong, Thomas J.

Correspondence with Alfred 11. Terry 93, 139

Mentioned 139, 352, G19

Stryker, William S.

Correspondence with

Clark, Thomas R 129, 395, 397, 569

Davis, Charles L 7, 146, 361, 395, 396

Fearey, Thomas H 398

Fisher, Benjamin F 395, 523

Fulton, Henry W 6, 7, 87, 194, 214, 263, 360, 659, 749

Jordan, Amos C 87, 113, 214, 267, 395, 397, 570

Lyon, Isaac S 129, 749

Meade, George G 7, 87,

113, 129, 130, 146, 194, 213, 214, 263, 267, 360-362, 395-397, 444, 479, 569, 570

Parke, John G 659, 749

Warts, William H 87, 147, 194, 213, 395

Mentioned 6

Stuart, J. E. B. Mentioned 128,1276

Stuart, W. D.

Correspondence with Walter H. Stevens 1243

Mentioned 1242

Stubbs, Charles E. Mentioned 612

Subsistence Stores. See Munitions of War.

Sudborough, Joseph A. Mentioned 617

Sudderth. John R. Mentioned 1250

Sumner, Edwin V. Mentioned ll50

Surgeon-GeneraPs Office, U. S. A. Correspondence witli

Butler, Benjamin F 1024

Grant, U. S 1064

Sutlive, John W. Mentioned 1249

Swain, John L. Mentioned 1166

Swain, Julius M.
Correspondence with Gilman Marston 122

Mentioned 122

Sweet, John E. Mentioned 459

Sycamore Church, Va.
Aftair near. Sept. 3, 1864. Communications from

Gregg, David McM 681

Kautz, August V 681

Reconnaissance to. Sept. 5-6, 1864. Communications from

Grant, U. S 697

Kautz, August V 715,716

Parke, John G 708, 717

Wetherill, Samuel 716

Talbot, Thomas H. Mentioned 613

Talcott, Charles G. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1192

Talcott, Thomas M. R. Correspondence with Hugh Thomas Douglas 1158,

1159, 1162

Taliaferro, Alexander G. Mentioned 1216

Taliaferro, V. H. Mentioned 1186,1228,1310

Tallahassee, C. S. S. MentioiuMl 769, 1212, 1281, 1282, 1293, 1294

Tallapoosa, Steamer. Mentioned 1295
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Page.

Tanner, N. M. Mentioned 1248

Tanner, William A. Mentioned 1221

Tansill, Robert. Mentioned 1252

Tappen, John R. Mentioned 614

Tate, John M. Mentioned 1249

Tayloe, Edward P. Mentioned 1219, 1309

Tayloe, George E. Mentioned 1217

Taylor, Major. Mentioned 1182

Taylor, Benjamin P. Mentioned 617

Taylor, Constantine.

Correspondence witli William Stedmnn 205

Mentioned 1023, 1024

Taylor, Erasmus. Mentioned 1247

Taylor, John D. Mentioned 1226

Taylor, John P.

Correspondence with David McM. Gregg 646

Mentioned 618

Taylor, Osmond B. Mentioned 1220

Taylor, Peter A.
Correspondence with

Fisher, Benjamin F 1097, 1118, 1125

Hancock, Winfield S 174, 1029, 1054, 1103

Neel, William H. R 196, 818

Thickstnn, Israel 526, 844

Mentioned 980

Taylor, R. D. Correspondence with John K. Mitchell 35

Taylor, Robert T. Mentioned 1250

Taylor, Walter H. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1178

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Robert E. Lee.

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Infantry

—

Regiments: 1st {Provisional Army), 664:, 1218, 1273, 1309
;

7th,

569, 1218, 1273, 1274, 1309; 14th, 1011, 1218, 1273, 1274, 1309 ;
17th, 217, 809,

856,1213; 23d, 856, 1213; 25th, 1213, 1288; 29th, 217; 44th, 699, 1213;

63d, 522, 1213.

Tenny, Allen. Mentioned 438

Terrett, George H.
Correspondence with Robert E. Lee 1305

Mentioned 1228

Terrill, James B. Mentioned 1216

Terry, Adrian. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Alfred H. Terry.

Terry, Alfred H.
Correspondence with

Abbott, Joseph C 850, 950

Birney, David B 36, 110, 139,

187, 188, 236, 237, 352, 380, 460, 539, 540, 712, 730, 743, 765, 781, 811, 950, 1147

Hawley, Joseph R 93, 164

Howell, Joshua B 608,651

Ord, Edward O. C 506

Phillips, Rolla O 782

Pond, Francis B 110, 673, 693, 713, 744, 812

Strong, Thoinas J 9.3, 139

Voris, Alvin C 755, 756, 765, 792, 803, 850, 872, 895, 906, 928, 962

Mentioned 93, 162, 16.3, 183,

185, 186^ 223, 235-2.37, 352, .378, 379, 414, 459, 464, 502-504, 507, 509, 5.38, 5.39,

.552, .563, 608, 619, 67.3, 711, 713, 714, 743, 812, 895, 99.5, 100.5, 1081, 1114, 1 147

Terry, William. Mentioned 1216
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Page.

Terry, William R. Mentioned 103, 120, 1168, 1214

Tew, George W. Mentioned 624

Texas Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 4th, 5th, 159, 766.

Thaxter, Sidney W. Mentioned 618

Thickstun, Israel.

Correspondence with

Fisher, Benjamin F 884

Taylpr, Peter A 526, 844

Mentioned 1097, 1103

Thomas, Charles H. Mentioned 1251

Thomas, Edward L. Mentioned 103,

231, 246, 256, 322, 377, 477, 513, 520, 521, 771, 893, 913, 914, 1218, 1307, 1308

Thomas, George W. Mentioned 1306

Thomas, Henry G.

Correspondence with

Burnside, Ambrose E 21

Ferrero, Edward 285, 320

Mentioned 11, 31, 32, 67, 79, 347, 617

Thomas, James J. Mentioned 1249

Thomas, J. Henry. Correspondence with William N. Barker 1209

Thomas, Lorenzo. Mentioned 804, 805, 917, 948, 974

Thomas, N. J. Mentioned 1262

Thomas, Oliver G. Mentioned 623

Thomas, R. W. Mentioned 1218

Thomas, Wiley F. Mentioned 1247

Thompson, . Mentioned 5

Thompson, Augustus. Mentioned 621

Thompson, B. S. Mentioned 1249

Thompson, Cameron L. Mentioned .1249

Thompson, George S. Mentioned 1247

Thompson, George W. Mentioned 613

Thompson, Lawrence H. Mentioned 613

Thompson, Thomas. C. Mentioned 614

Throckmorton, Joseph F. Mentioned 441

Throop, William A.

Assignment to command 402

Mentioned 402,614,753,999

Thornton, Charles C. G. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see George F.

Shepley.

Thruston, Stephen D. Mentioned 1216

Tilden, Charles W. Mentioned 615

Tilton, William S.

Mentioned 19,402

Relieved from command of 1st Brigade, Ist Division, 5th Army Corps 402

Timberlake, John C. Mentioned 1168

Tinen, Patrick S. Mentioned 613

Tinsley, Howard. Mentioned ! 1248

Tippin, Andrew H. Mentioned 611

Titus, Samuel N. Mentioned 878

Tobey, John S. Mentioned ,59

Tolraan, Lieutenant. ^Mentioned 568

Toon, Thomas F. Mentioned 1217

Torbert, Alfred T. A.
Correspondence witli Philip II. Sheridan 12

Mentioned,... 38, 53, 134, 1008, 1009, 1027, 1172
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Page.

Torpedoes. Employment of, etc. Communications from

Engineer Department, C. S. A 1211

Grant, U. S 567

Smith, Melancton 627

Whiting, William H. C 1210

Torrance, David. Mentioned 182, 209, 620

Torsch, John W. Mentioned 1309

Towers, John R. Mentioned 159,1215

Town, Franklin E. Mentioned 247

Townsend, Edward D. Mentioned 131

Trade and Intercourse. Communications from

Davis, ,Jefferson 1258

Palmer, Inn is N 123

Transportation. (Army.) See Munitions of War.

Transportation. (Railroad and water.) Communications from

Engineer Department, C. S. A . 1257

Grant, U. S 564, 565, 805

Ingalls, Rufus 76, 566, 591

Meade, George G 564, 566, 805

Morgan, John 567

Trenholm, George A. Mentioned 1281

Trigg, Robert C. Mentioned 1252

Tripp, Willard D. Mentioned 616

Trumbull, Thomas S. Correspondence with Henry L. Ahhot 647

Tulloch, Ebenezer C. Mentioned 617

Turnbull, Charles N. Mentioned 565

Turner, A. S. Mentioned 1250

Turner, James H. Mentioned 1250

Turner, John W.
Correspondence with

Birney, David B 101, 188, 237, 259, 380, 381

Butler, Benjamin F 163, 164, 189, 238, 259, 288

Curtis, N. Martin 110, 121, 238, 259, 381

Ferry, Orris S 209

Mentioned 15, 16, 24, 25, 37,

101, 110, 161-163, 188-190, 238, 259, 325, 381, 414, 438, 439, 514, 535, 537, 539

Turner, Robert H. Mentioned 1249

Turner, Thomas P. Mentioned 1238

Turner, Vines E. Mentioned 1248

Twitchell, Adelbert B. Mentioned 285, 618

Tyler, Casper W. Mentioned 614

Union Troops.

Casualties. Returns of. Richmond, Va., Campaign, Aug. l-Dec. 31, 1864 . 982

Mentioned.

Colored.

Artillery, Light

—

Regiments

:

2d (Batteries), B, 623.

Cavalry -/?e^//7je/7fs : 1st, 25, 50, 100, 123, 623, 1045
;
2d, 25, 561, 622.

Infantry—/?e5r//ne/7fs; 1st, 2.5,620, 622,652
;
4th, 37,622; 5th, 622;

6th, 37,622; 7th, 138,620; 8th, 620; 9th, 101, 139, 620
;
10th, 37,

551,552,622; 19th, 320, 617; 22d, 37, 620, 622, 708-712, 715,873,

894,895; 23d, 320, 617; 27th, 617, 1106; 28th, 320, 617; 29th,

30th, 31st, 617; 36th, 417, 622; 37th, 38, 551. 552, 554, 622; 38th,

622; 39th, 43d, 617; 45th, 1026,1044.

90 R R—VOL XLII, PT II
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Union Troops—Continued.

Mentioned.

Regulars.

Artillery, Ijight—Regiments

:

1st (Batteries), B, 622; D, 620, 712,

743,950; H,612; I, 612,1078; M, 620, 895, 1017; 2d (Batteries),

A, 618, 1078; C,'B,447; M,61; 3d (Batteries), H, 620; 4th (Bat-

teries), B, 616; C,61; D, 620, 714, 730, 755, 850, 1017; E, 61; K,
151,364,614,635, 839, 997,1017, 1040; L,622; 5tli (Batteries), A,
622; C, 364, 614, 635, 839, 997, 1017; D, 371,372,616; B, 612; F,
622

;
I, 364, 614, 635, 839, 997, 1017.

Cavalry

—

Regiments: 5th, 859,1036,1126; 6th, 878.

Engineers

—

Battalions: Harwood’s,* 611, 612, 1150.

Iniantrj—Regiments

:

8th, 424, 616; 10th, 11th, 615; 12th, 277,

312,313,615; 14th, 17th, 615.

Veteran Reserve Corps.

Infantij—Battalions

:

2d, 623.

- Volunteers.

Infantry

—

Regiments: 1st, 100, 123; 1st Sharpshooters, 614; 2d
Sharpshooters, 613, 761, 777, 778, 888, 983.

For other Volunteers, see respective States.

Organization, strength, etc.

James, Army of the 164, 618-622, 1150

Potomac, Army of the 611-618, 1150

Virginia and North Carolina, Department of 618-624, 1150

Upham, Charles L. Mentioned 624, 793

Utterback, Addison W. Mentioned 1222

Van, . Mentioned 114

Vance, Zebulon B. Mentioned 1232, 1234, 1279, 1281, 1295, 1296, 1300, 1301

For correspondence, etc., see North Carolina, Governor of.

Vanderwarker, George. Mentioned 906

Vandeventer, Alexander S. Mentioned 1216

Vande Wiele, John B. Mentioned Oli^

Van Hook, John C. Mentioned 1225

Van Reed, William E. Mentioned 616

Van Rensselaer, Walter A.
Correspondence with Theodore B. Gates 854

Mentioned 859, 878

Varuna, Steamer. Mentioned 138

Vaughan Road, Va. Skirmish on, Aug. 22, 1864. Communication from David

McM. Gregg 408

Venable, Andrew R., jr. Mentioned 1171, 1276, 1309

Venable, Charles S. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Itohert E. Lee.

Vermont Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light

—

Batteries

:

3d, 547, 570, 597, 612, 1129.

Cavalry

—

Regiments: 1st, 1125.

Infantry

—

Regiments: 9th, 500,624,793,794,813; 17th, 617.

Vezin, Henry A. Correspondence with Henry L. Abbot 537

Villepigue, James J. Mentioned 1248

Vincent, Thomas M. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant- General’s

Office, U. S. A.

Virginia, C. S. S. Mentioned 699

Virginia. Schedules of prices for provisions, etc., established in 1151

Formerly Mendell’s.
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Paga

Virginia, Eastern Shore of. Affairs iu, generally. Communications from

Butler, Benjamin F 33

Strong, Joseph \¥ 441

Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with G. T. Beauregard 1206

Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Heavy

—

Battalions: 10th, 629. Batteries: Neblett, 1228.

Artillery, Light—^affer/es ; Albermarle, 1222, 1245; Alleghany, 1221;

Amherst, 1221; Ashland, 1220; Bedford, 1220; Blount’s, 1167, 1207,

1227,1244; Brooke, 1191,1222,1245; Chamberlayne’s,* 1183,1184,1220;

Charlottesville, 1221; Clutter’s, t 1221; Courtney, 1221; Danville,

1221; Ellett’s, 1221; Fauquier, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; Fluvanna, 1221;

Fredericksburg, 1221; Hampden, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; King William,
1221; Lee, 1221; Letcher, 1221; Lewis’, 1186,1221,1245; McGregor’s,

881,1311; Martin’s, 1167, 1207, 1220, 1227, 1244; Moore’s, 1221; Morris,

1221; Nelson, 1220; Norfolk Blues, 1221; Orange, 1221; Otey, 1220;

Parker’s, 1220; Pegram’s, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; Petersburg, 1228, 1311;

Powhatan, 1221
;
Purcell, 1221

;
Richmond Fayette, 1167, 1207, 1227,

1244; Richmond Howitzers (Companies), 1st, 1220; 2d, 3d, 1221;

Ringgold, 1220; Rockbridge, 1168, 1173, 1221; Rockbridge No. 2, 1221;

Salem, 1221
;
Southside, 1228

;
Stafford, 1221

;
Staunton, 1221

;
Staun-

ton Hill, 1226; Sturdivant’s, 1167,1207, 1227, 1244; Taylor’s, 1220;

Wright’s, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244; Young’s, 1167, 1207, 1227, 1244, 1263.

Cavalry

—

Battalions: 1st Local Defense, 1213; 35th, 1219. Regiments:

1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, 1219; 5th, 696,1219; 6th, 1219; 7th, 262,856, 859,876,

1219; 9th, 785,1011,1220,1310; 10th, 141, 143, 147, 785, 801, 1220, 1310;

11th, 12th, 1219; 13th, 785,1220,1310; 15th, 1219,1279; 24th, 521,766,

1083.

Infantry

—

Battalions: 1st Local Defense, 629; 1st Reserves, 1237-1239;

3d (Hood’s Operatives), 1225, 1244, 1267, 1268; 3d Reserves, 1268; 4th
Local Defense, 629, 1143; 5th Local Defense, 629; 6th Local Defense,

629 ;
22d,1219, 1309 ;

25th, 240, 556, 601, 630, 766, 914, 1083, 1213, 1238, 1266

;

44th, 1225, 1244, 1266, 1268; Archer’s Reserves, 1225, 1267 Companies :

Hobson’s Militia, 1244, 1267, 1268. Regiments: 1st, 1168, 1214
;
1st Re-

serves, 629, 1213, 1266, 1268; 1st State Militia Reserves, 1238; 2d,

1216; 2d State Militia Reserves, t 159,629, 1238; 3d, 1168, 1214, 1291;

3d Local Defense Troops, 1270; 4th, 5th, 1216; 6th, 169, 266, 296, 297,

833, 1050, 1056, 1066, 1079, 1217, 1306; 7th, 1168, 1214; 8th, 522, 1168, 1214;

9th, 766, 832, 1168, 1214; 10th, 232, 1216; 11th, 699, 1168, 1214; 12th,

1066, 1217, 1306; 13th, 1216; 14th, 1168, 1214; 15th, 1168, 1214, 1292;

16th, 758,806,1217,1306; 17th, 1168,1214; 18th, 893,1168, 1214; 19th,

1168,1214; 21st, 1216; 22d, 1273; 23d, 1216; 24th, 477, 522, 699, 1168,

1214; 25th, 1216, 1252; 26th, 1166, 1227, 1311; 27th, 1216; 28th, 29th,

1168,1214; 30th, 832, 1168, 1214; 31st, 1216; 32d, 350, 699, 1168, 1214;

33d, 1216; 34th, 899, 1166, 1225, 1227, 1245, 1267, 1311; 37th, 1216; 38th,

1168,1214; 40th, 1219, 1273, 1274, 1309; 41st, 475, 476, 1217, 1306; 42d,

. 44th, 1216; 46th, 854-856, 881, 913, 10.50, 1166, 1227, 1311
;
47th, 1219, 1273,

1309; 48th, 49th, 50th, 52d, 1216; 53d, 543, 1168, 1214; 54th, 1252;

55th, 1219, 1273, 1309; 56th, 57th, 1168, 1214; 58th, 1216; 59th, 965,

1166, 1227, 1311
;
61st, 169, 212, 1217, 1306.

Miscellaneous—Richmond City Home Guards, 746, 749.

’'Formerly Davidson’s,

t Formerly M. Johnson's.

} Also called 19th Militia.
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Page.

Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Infantry—Companies : 1st, 623.

Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Union.)

Harland, Edward, assumes temporary command of District of North Caro-

lina

Orders, General, series 1864

—

Butler

:

No. 95, 350. Harland

:

No. 64, 793.

Orders, Special, series 1864—Butler : No. 212, 50; No. 217, 100; No. 224,

234; No. 2 64, 1025. Harland: No. 137, 793; No. 139, 813,

Palmer

:

No. 124, 589.

For other Orders, see James, Army of the.

Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc.

Aug. 31, 1864 618-624

Sept. 30, 1864 1150

Upham, Charles L., assigned to temporary command of Sub-District of

New Berne 793

Vogdes, Israel.

Correspondence with

Butler, Benjamin F 84

Shepley, George F 934

Mentioned 100,623

Vogler, Julius R. Mentioned 1249

Voris, Alvin C.

Assignment to command 812

Correspondence with Alfred H. Terry 755,

756, 765, 792, 803, 850, 872, 895, 906, 928, 962

Mentioned 619,812,850,1005

Vosper, Richard. Mentioned 617

Waddell, James D. Mentioned 159

Waddy, JohnR. Mentioned 1237

Wade, Robert. Mentioned 1L56

Wadsworth, James S. Mentioned 750, 751

Waggaman, Eugene. Mentioned 1216

Wainwright, Charles S.

Correspondence with Gouverneur K. Warren 453

Mentioned 201, 227, 616, 666, 824, 1021, 1075

Walcott, Aaron F. Mentioned 616

Wales, John P. Mentioned 615

Walke, Richard. Mentioned 1309

Walker [?], General. Mentioned 246

Walker, David N. Mentioned 1220

Walker, Edward J. Mentioned 1217

Walker, Francis A. Mentioned 184, 448, 526, 662, 887

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Winfield S. HancocTc.

Walker, Henry H. Mentioned 54, 303, 318, 327, 1189, 1219, 1273, 1284, 1309

Walker, James A.
Corresi)ondence with G. T. Beauregard 1251

Mentioned 1191, 1268

Walker, Joseph. (Colonel.) Mentioned 159,1215

Walker,!Joseph. (Major.) Mentioned 464

Walker, R. Lindsay.

Correspondence with

Baldwin, Briscoe G 1205

Cutts, Aliens 1205

Pendleton, William N 1168,1184,1195,1208

Mentioned 79, 1185, 1186, 1191, 1206, 1214, 122i, 1243, 1309
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Page.
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